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PBEFACE. 


Tbk  work  DOW  presented  to  ^  public  is  one  of  a  peculiar  character,  and 
tiie  OD^  one  tfaat  gives  the  nader  a  good  idea  of  the  bettks  fought  in  our 
oonrtnr*  snless  he  sesfdies  in  a  descnptien  of  them  tiirough  prosy  and 
pontoons  Tolnnes.  Too  much  space  has  hitherto  been  devoted  to  ItgUlor 
Uve  ffoeeedings,  and  loo  little  to  the  battles.  Nor  is  ^ts  all.  The  various 
military  operations  are  mixed  together  in  inextricable  confusion  in  our  ordi* 
naiy  histories,  the  same  chapter  oflen  containing  a  number  of  battles.  We 
have  corrected  this,  and  made  a  chapter  of  every  battle,  to  set  it  forth 
dearly  and  distinctly,  connecting  only  those  extended  operations,  that  were 
intended  to  aid  each  other. 

Part  I. — Contains  the  nature  <»f  campaigns— *the  advance— the  retreat— 
the  enoanqiment  of  armies— •together  with  the  plans  of  battles ;  military 
maiimg,  from  the  great  generals  of  every  age  ^uad  country,  illustrated  by 
their  own  battles;  with  all  the  maaceuvres  of  fleets,  and  war  at  sea.  This 
part  prepares  the  reader  to  underatand  warlike  operations  on  land  and  sea ;  a 
kind  of  information,  the  want  of  which  every  reader  of  ordinary  history 
must  have  felt.  Such  an  arrangement  has  never  been  attempted  before,  and 
IB  this,  e^ecially,  our  work  differs  from  all  others ;  we  hope  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  reader.  * 

Pjoer  IL— Gives  an  account  of  the  battles  of  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  which  were  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  fathers.  It  was  a 
straggle  between  France  and  England  as  to  which  government  should  rule 
the  American  continent.  To  our  fathers  it  was  important,  not  only  because 
it  would  decide  whether  they  should  be  ruled  by  the  French  or  English, 
Catholics  or  Protestants,  but  it  even  decided  whether  they  should  at  all 
exist  as  a  nation.  This,  independent  of  the  interesting  nature  of  many  of 
Ihese  forest  battles,  will  make  this  part  of  the  work  of  infinitely  greater 
importance  than  is  generally  imagined. 

Independent  of  all  this,  the  heroes  of  our  revolution  were  nearly  all 
schooled  in  this  war.    Washington  himself  received  his  first  lessons  of 
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war  during  this  period,  and  terrible  lessons  they  were  indeed,  which  pre- 
pared him  for  those  great  achierements  which  he  performed  at  a  subse- 
quent period.  Nor  is  this  all  the  interest  this  war  possesses.  As  taxaUon 
was  the  cause  of  the  rerolution,  so  this  war  was  the  cause  of  taxation. 

Part  III.— Contains  the  battles  of  the  rerolution.  Omitting  all  the  more 
dull  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  giving  only  the  most  important,  so  as  to 
keep  up  the  historical  connection,  we  had  ample  space  to  make  the  descrip- 
tion of  all  the  battles  very  full.  These  are  interspersed  by  poetical  quota* 
tions,  from  all  the  great  authors  of  ancient  and  modem  times.  We  culled 
these  flowers  from  many  a  beautifhl  garden,  to  strew  tiiem  into  the  rugged 
paths  of  war,  and  to  giro  interest  and  variety  to  the  work.  This  is  a  new 
plan ;  and  if  the  reader  is  willing  to  allow  us  to  claim  any  merit  for  writing 
this  work,  we  would  ask  it  for  the  reTolution. 

The  heroes  of  the  revolution  are  set  forth  in  a  more  conspicuous  light 
than  they  have  ever  before  appeared  in,  and  the  brilliant  talents  of  Wash- 
ington, often  spoken  of  too  iightiy  even  by  Americans,  are  made  to  appear, 
by  giving  a  full  account  of  those  bold  and  mighty  efforts,  which  were  ulti- 
mately crowned  with  success. 

Part  IV.— The  late  war,  of  which  this  part  treats,  is  more  distinguished 
for  the  numerous  naval  victories  which  the  Americans  gained  over  the  most 
powerful  nation  that  ever  existed.  These  are  all  fully  described,  as  well 
as  the  batties  on  land,  fought  during  the  same  period. 

Severe  and  protracted  indisposition  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  avail 
ourselves  more  freely  of  the  laboure  of  othere  here  than  we  should  have 
done  if  in  healtii ;  but  the  selections  were  made  with  such  care,  and  from 
such  high  and  rare  authorities,  that  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  reader  will 
profit  by  this  arrangement.  We  make  this  general  acknowledgment  here, 
for  this  part  of  the  work,  to  throw  off  the  odium  of  plagiarism. 

Part  V. — Gives  a  general  account  of  the  Florida  war;  and,  by  tUtcfiea 
of  battles,  developes  the  general  character  of  this  Indian  warfare. 

Part  VI. — ^Presents  a  brief  account  of  the  revolution  in,  and  annexation 
of  Texas ;  a  graphic  description  of  Taylor's  campaign,  from  the  lauding  at 
Corpus  Christi  until  the  Inttle  of  Buena  Vista;  of  ScotCs  victories  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  the  City  of  Mexico;  with  the  other  events  of  the  war. 

Part  VIF. — Closes  the  work  by  a  general  description  of  the  calamities 
of  war — giving  examples  from  the  wars  of  ancient  and  modern  times, 
showing,  in  the  meantime,  when  war  is  just  or  tyrannical. 
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THE 


ARMY  AND  NAVY. 


PART  I. 

CHAPTER  I. 

MILITARY  MAXIMS  AND  WARLIKE  OPERATIONS. 

WAm>  in  the  bands  of  the  tyrant,  is  the  science  of  whole- 
sale murder,  plunder  and  desolation — the  science  of  defence 
in  the  hands  of  the  patriot.  The  one  employs  it  against  the 
people;  the  other,  in  their  behalf.  Th^  one  seeks  it  as  a 
trade ;  the  other  adopts  it  as  a  dreadful  necessity  to  avoid 
or  arrest  greater  evils.  The  one  gains  for  his  reward  the 
Smuts  and  curses  of  the  people;  the  other,  their  heartfelt 
applause  and  esteem. 

Aware  that  no  man  can  read  descriptions  of  battles,  or 
other  military  movements,  understandingly,  without  some 
previous  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles  and  max- 
ims of  war,  we  shall  endeavour  to  place  a  kind  of  information 
at  the  disposal  of  the  reader,  which  many  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain. 

We  have  always  considered  ordinary  histories  defective, 
from  a  total  neglect  of  a  scientific  and  philosophical  account 
of  the  governing  principles  of  warlike  operations.  In  reading 
such  works,  we  might  almost  be  led  to  suppose  that  a  general 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  "  trust  in  Providence  and  keep  his 
powder  dry'' — ^to  march  his  army  against  the  enemy  with  no 
other  thoughts  than  how  io  fight.  But  let  the  general  reader 
once  get  an  insight  into  the  mighty  projects  of  the  chief  officer 

hrfore  and  during  his  march,  all  based  on  profound  scientific 
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principles,  and  a  new  and  ample  field  is  opened  to  his  asto- 
nished view.  He  then  not  merely  looks  upon  a  Washington, 
a  Lafayette,  a  Schuyler  or  a  Greene,  as  a  brave  man  fighting 
with  enthusiasm  and  skill  in  the  cause  of  the  people,  with  a 
plan  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  battle-field ;  but  ha 
sees  operations  devek^d  by  the  minds  of  geeat  men,  so  vast, 
so  extensive,  for  hundreds  of  miles  around,  that  he  reads 
accounts  of  their  achievements  as  mental^  as  well  as  moral 
and  physical,  victories  over  the  invading  foe.  It  is  this  great 
plan  that  constitutes  the  interest  of  the  science  of  war;  it  is 
this  that  exhibits  the  majesty  of  mind ;  it  is  this  th&t,  even 
now,  may  elevate  our  veneration  for  the  living,  and  reverence 
for  the  dead,  heroes  of  our  army  and  navy — that  may  exalt 
their  merits  still  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  American 
people;,  it  is  this  that  gives  defensive  war,  in  the  hands  of 
Ben  engaged  in  a  just  eaose,  a  dignity  that  God  himself,  in 
his  providenoe,  hat  smiled  apoa  it,  when  oar  fathers  atiru§gied 
for  the  rights  of  man. 

In  laying  down  Ihe  fundamentaJ  principiea  of  war  in  tMs 
chapter,  we  shaM  avail  oursdve*  <^  the  information  «f  Ae 
very  best  authorities  now  extant,  to  draw  ridi  stores  of  know* 
ledge  from  the  latest  English,  French  andOecnuiR  works, 
which  it  was  heretofore  impossible  to  obtain  withovt  much 
labour  or  expense. 

If  it  should  be  asked  whf  we  obtain  much  of  our  infi>rma< 
tion  from  European  works,  let  it  be  remembered  that  we  owe 
our  tactics  to  Europe,  and  that  it  was  againit  European  tac 
ties  that  our  heroes  had  to  exercise  their  powers.  It  was  not 
so  much  the  possession  of  superior  tactics  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans  that  crowned  their  eflbrts  with  victory,  as  the 
superior  appHeation  of  them  to  practice.  Many  of  our  illus* 
trattons  of  principles  are  taken  from  foreign  wars,  but  they 
are  merely  to  derelope  principles,  as  carried  out  hy  various 
distinguished  chief  commanders  of  ancient  and  modern  times, 
under  diflerent  circumstances,  to  make  the  subject  more  clear 
and  comprehensible  to  those  who  have  not  made  war  a  par 
tictilar  study,  or  who  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing 
those  few  rare  works  on  this  subject  in  the  different  languages* 
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Independent  of  the  numerous  other  advantages  resulting 
from  such  an  arrangement,  vrhich  are  too  obvious  to  need  any 
further  comment,  by  rendering  these  maxims  clear,  (which 
are  applicable  to  wars  in  all  countries),  by  foreign  examples 
chiefly,  we  shall  avoid  repetition  in  describing  the  American 
campaigns,  which  will,  incidentally,  deveiope  their  own  go- 
verning principles  with  clearness  and  perspicuity  to  those 
acquainted  with  military  movements ;  or  who  first  carefully 
peruse  this  key  to  the  wonderful  projects  of  the  great  general, 
and  the  thrilling  and  startling  secrets  of  his  success. 

L 

To  throw,  by  a  combined  operation,  the  greatest  mass  of 
forces  upon  the  decisive  or  primitive  objective  point,  in  which 
resides  the  principle  of  strength  in  the  enemy,  so  as  to  destroy 
this  point  in  the  shortest,  most  decided  and  effectual  manner, 
constitutes  the  one  great  governing  principle — the  maxim  of 
maxims  in  war;  in  other  words,  to  attack  the  most  vulnerable 
point  of  the  enemy,  which  conquered,  would  be  most  decisive 
in  terminating  the  war.  All  other  maxims  or  precepts  are 
intended  to  instruct  us  in  the  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
great  object. 

The  application  of  the  first  maxim  to  a  great  and  perfect 
operation  ought  to  include  these  three  primitive  combina* 
tions : — Fhrst,  forming  the  plan  of  a  campaign,  offensive  or 
defensive,  embracing  the  lines  of  operation  in  the  best  man- 
ner. The  second  is  the  art  of  moving  the  mass  of  forces 
with  the  greatest  rapidity  upon  the  objective  point  of  the 
line  of  operations.  'This  is  the  mode  of  execution  or  strategy. 
The  third  is  the  art  of  combining  the  mass  of  forces  to  act 
simultaneously  on  the  most  important  point  on  the  battle-': 
field. 

1.  In  laying  a  plan  of  campaign,  six  essential  points  pre- 
sent themselves  to  our  consideration:  a,  the  political  situation 
of  both  parties ;  6,  the  situation  at  the  particular  time ;  c,  the 
relative  force  and  means  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  d,  the  loca- 
tion and  distribution  of  the  armies  of  both  parties ;  «,  the 
natural  lines  of  operations ;  /,  the  most  advantageous  line  of 
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operations.  The  relative  means  of  vfwr  between  the  partiM 
are  only  to  be  viewed  as  they  are  of  importance.  Territorial 
or  manoeuvring  lines  of  operation^  says  a  late  writer,  are  the 
principal  object ;  and  though  they  are  subject  to  many  acces- 
sory considerations,  the  rules  of  the  art  must  nevertheless 
form  their  basis.  Originality  and  great  boldness  are  not 
incompatible  with  their  application. 

But,  before  we  proceed,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a  defini- 
tion of  several  military  terms. 

A  base  or  basis  of  operations  is  the  frontier,  a  large  river, 
a  coast,  chains  of  mountains,  fortresses,  deserts  or  any  topo- 
graphical or  political  extent  of  country,  upon  the  imaginary 
line  of  which  the  corps  of  an  army  assemble,  offensively y  to 
take  their  departure  from  thence  into  the  country  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  which,  if  they  fail,  they  intend  to  retreat ; 
defensively,  to  counteract  all  the  measures  of  an  invading  foe. 

Lines  of  operations  are  territorial  and  manoeuvring  lines. 
The  territorial  lines  are  those  traced  by  art  or  nature  for  the 
defence  or  invasion  of  states.  Frontiers  covered  whh  for- 
tresses, or  having  a  natural  defence,  as  mountains,  rivers,  &c., 
form  their  constituents.  Manoeuvring  lines  are  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  general  to  traverse  them  offensively,  or  cover 
them  defensively.  Both  these  lines  of  operations  are  inti- 
mately connected.  In  offensive  war,  the  line  is  an  imaginary 
perpendicular  upon  the  base,  along  which  an  army  operates 
against  the  enemy ;  in  defensive  war  it  is  often  the  same,  but 
still  oftener  parallel  to  the  territorial  line.  J  line  of  commu" 
nicaiion  is  either  the  same  as  that  of  operations,  or  any  other  I 
by  which  the  army  receives  its  supplies  and  conununicates  with 
the  base. 

Some  examples  will  render  the  definition  more  intelligible. 
France  and  Austria  have  three  great  lines  of  operations 
against  each  other ;  by  Italy  on  <one  side,  Switzerland  and 
Tyrol  on  the  centre,  and  by  Germany  on  the  other.  In  these 
ihe  Po,  the  Maine,  the  Danube,  or  a  principal  road,  consti- 
tutes the  materiel  of  lines,  which  are  amenable  to  only  a  few 
roles  presented  by  their  nature.  Between  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria are  again  three  line&— throu^  Moravia,  Lusatia,  and 
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Saxony.  Lines  of  operations  are  divisible  into  collateral  or 
separate  points.  Frederick  entered  Bohemia  by  his  central 
line  upon  four  points.  The  French  invaded  Germany,  in 
1796  and  1799,  upon  two  subdivided  lines.  Napoleon  always 
operated  upon  one  principal  line,  as  did  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton in  Spain. 

2.  Rapidity  of  movement  increases  the  force  of  an  army 
by  enabhng  the  mass  to  be  carried  alternately  on  every  point 
of  the  line.  "  The  whole  mystery  of  warlike  operations  is  cen- 
tred in  the  legs  /"  says  Marshal  Saxe.  Napoleon  holds  nearly 
the  same  language :  "  The  strength  of  an  army,  like  the 
power  in  mechanics,  is  estimated  by  multiplying  the  mass  by 
the  rapidity ;  a  rapid  march  augments  the  morale  of  an  army, 
and  increases  all  the  chances  of  victory."  Washington  said 
so,  if  you  please,  when  he  took  possession  of  Dorchester 
Heights,  and  compelled  the  British-  army  to  leave  Boston 
without  firing  a  gun ;  thus  winning  the  game  by  the  very  first 
move.  He  again  acted  in  accordance  with  the  same  principle, 
when  he  rushed  like  a  meteor  from  the  north  to  the  south,  to 
besiege  Yorktown  and  strike  the  decisive  blow  before  John 
Bull  got  his  spectacles  fairly  adjusted  to  see  where  he  was. 
Rapidity,  says  MontecucuUi,  is  of  importance  in  concealing 
the  movements  of  an  army,  because  it  leaves  no  time  to 
divulge  the  intention  of  the  commander.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
advantage  to  attack  the  enemy  unexpectedly — to  take  him 
off  his  guard — to  surprise  him,  and  let  him  feel  the  thunder 
before  he  sees  the  flash.  But  if  too  great  celerity  exhausts 
your  troops,  while  on  the  other  hand  delay  deprives  you  of 
the  favourable  moment,  you  must  weigh  the  advantage  against 
the  disadvantage,  and  choose  between.  Marshal  Villars  ob- 
serves, that  in  war  everything  depends  upon  being  able  to 
deceive  the  enemy;  and,  having  once  gained  this  point,  in 
never  allowing  him  time  to  recover  himself.  Villars  has 
united  practice  to  precept.  His  bold  and  rapid  marches  w-ere 
almost  always  crowned  with  success.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  that  all  wars  should  be  short  and  rapid ; 
because  a  long  war  insensibly  relaxes  discipline,  depopulates 
the  state,  and  exhausts  its  resources.    The  principle  of  rapid- 


16 


THS   AiBfY   ASm  HAW. 


next ;  and  large  rivers  occupy  the  third  place.  These  are] 
important  considerations  in  the  invasion  of  a  country,  com- 
ing as  they  do  from  a  man  of  so  much  experience,  indepen- 
dent of  his  great  military  genius.  He  appears  to  have  be^ 
called  upon  to  surmount  every  kind  of  difficulty  incidental  to 
warfare  in  his  military  career. 

In  Egypt  he  traversed  burning  deserts,  suffering  dreadfully 
from  heat  and  thirst,  and  vanquished  and  destroyed  the  Ma 
melukes,  so  celdnrated  for  their  courage  and  address,  in  a 
country  ill  adapted  to  supply  the  wants  of  his  troops.  In  the 
conquest  of  Italy  he  twice  crossed  the  Alps  by  difficult 
passes,  and  at  a  season  which  rendered  the  undertaking  truly 
formidable.  In  three  months  he  passed  the  Pyrenees,  beat 
and  dispersed  four  Spanish  armies.  In  short,  from  the  Rhine 
to  the  Borysthenes,  no  natural  obstacle  could  be  found  to 
arrest  the  rapid  march  of  his  victorious  army. 

IV. 

When  an  army  undertakes  an  invasion  or  acts  offensively, 
it  takes  the  lead  in  the  movements,  and  those  of  the  enemy 
are  necessarily  subordinate  to  them.  If  it  occupies  with  a 
division  each  of  the  great  avenues  leading  to  the  enemy,  he 
will  be  in  doubt  and  perplexity  as  to  the  point  of  the  intended 
attack,  and  will  not  know  where  to  concentrate  his  masses  to 
oppose  them.  Although  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  move 
with  a  mass  of  force  near  the  enemy,  yet  if  the  army  takes 
the  lead  in  the  movements  it  may  gain  great  advantages  by 
marching  in  separate  corps  while  still  at  a  distance  from  him, 
if  he  has  not  a  concentrated  mass  ready  to  act,  and  there  be 
several  roads  leading  concentrically  towards  the  point  in- 
tended to  be  occupied.  Five  corps  of  20,000  men  each,  will, 
of  course,  move'forward  more  rapidly  towards  any  point, 
than  a  hundred  thousand  men  marching  on  the  same  road, 
who  can  only  advance  with  the  tardiness  natural  to  large 
bodies.  They  are  not  only  interfering  with  the  movements 
of  each  other,  but  they  must  necessarily  be  encumbered  with 
the  immense  train  of  baggage  for  subsistence. 

An  army  of  20,000  men  can  find  subsistence  by  merely 
causing  the  country  for  some  leagues  around  to  contribute 
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CQDoiuBed  attack  upon  the  deoisiYe  point,  is  applied ;  and 
it  is  easy  to  undeisiand  how  a  ^neral  of  ability,  with  60^000 
men,  may  be  able  io  defeat  10^000,  if  he  can  bring  50,QQQ 
iiitoactioii  upon  a  single  part  of  his  enemy's  line;  (orbattles 
4are  decided,  not  by  iropp9  upon  the  mustar-rollSi.  nor  even  by 
those  present,  but  by  those  alone  who  are  simultaneously 
engaged. 

III. 

In  Ae  flelectien  of  the  particuler  line  of  operations,  the 
nders  of  a  ceiBitry  most  be  governed  by  circumstaDces. 
The  situation  of  the  belligerents ;  their  resoi^ces ;  nature  of 
the  fortresses;  strength  ci  their  forces;  distance  from  sea; 
direction  of  a  chain  of  mountains ;  course  of  a  river ;  the 
condition  of  neutiral  powers^  or  apprehensions  of  an  ally, 
should  all  receive  due  consideration.  It  is  requisite  to  fore- 
see everything  the  enemy  may  do,  and  be  prepared  to  meet 
it.  It  is  true  we  sometimes  see  bad  selections  succeed,  the 
plans  of  which  are  entirely  at  variance  with  the  principles 
of  war ;  but  these  are  either  the  results  of  the  caprices  of 
fortune  or  of  the  errors  committed  by  the  enemy.  A  good 
general  should  never  trust  either ;  and  if  his  government  lays 
a  plan  which  he  considers  faulty,  to  attempt  to  execute  it 
would  be  culpable,  if  it  were  his  opinion  that  he  thus  allowed 
himself  to  be  made  instrumental  in  his  army's  ruin.  It  would 
become  his  duty  to  represent  his  reasons  against  it,  and  en« 
deavour  to  persuade  a  change  of  plan,  and,  if  unsuccessful, 
rather  resign  than  do  violence  to  bis  conscience  and  wrong 
to  his  countrymen. 

"In  general,  the  initial  application  of  military  masses 
should  be  when  the  belligerents  are  neighbours  on  some  part 
of  the  frontier  which  projects  into  the  hostile  state,  as  Bohe- 
mia with  r^ard  to  Prussia,  or  Silesia  with  regard  to  Austria. 
But  it  is  a  maxim  that  lines  of  operations  have  their  key  as 
well  as  fields  of  battle :  in  the  former,  the  great  strategical 
points  are  decisive ;  as  in  the  flatter,  the  points  which  com- 
mand the  weak  part  of  a  position  constitute  the  key." 

Of  all  the  obstacles  on  the  frontier  of  states,  says  Napo- 
leon, the  most  difficult  to  overcome  is  the  desert — mountains 
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ity,  carried  to  the  extent  of  Yillars  and  Frederick,  however, 
must  be  received  with  some  caution:  in  the  case  of  the  lat- 
ter, in  adopting  it  as  a  maxim ;  in  that  of  the  former,  in  the 
manner  of  carrying  it  into  execution.  In  the  one  we  must 
be  governed  by  circumstances ;  in  the  other  by  prudence.  If 
the  movements  of  an  army  are  too  slow,  their  antagonists 
will  not  only  guard  against  surprise,  but  be  prepared  for 
their  reception.  General  Schuyler  retreated  before  Bur- 
goyne,  but  he  threw  so  many  obstacles  in  his  way,  that  by 
the  time  he  arrived  at  Saratoga  the  Americans  were  pre 
par^  to  meet  him. 

3.  Among  the  first  prmciples  in  battle  is  that  of  operating 
with  a  superior  force  upon  a  decisive  point,  because  the  phy« 
sical  force  of  organic  numbers  in  arms  furnishes  the  unerring 
means  of  victory  when  the  moral  qualities  in  both  armies  are 
equal.  The  means  of  bringing  this  force  to  bear  in  the  most 
advantageous  manner  is  the  art  of  fighting;  consequently, 
courage  and  fortune  being  nearly  balanced,  that  general  who 
can  operate  with  the  largest  mass  upon  the  most  decisive 
point  must  be  successful :  but,  to  effect  this  purpose,  the  com- 
binations must  be  such  as  to  produce  a  unity  of  movements, 
conducing  simultaneously  to  the  same  object. 

It  is  necessary  to  avoid  dispositions  which  have  generally 
proved  fatal ;  such  as,  1st,  forming  isolated  divisions ;  2d, 
ordering  extended  movements,  which  deprive  the  army  of  a 
part  of  its  strength,  and  enable  the  enemy  to  ruin  either  the 
main  body  or  the  detachment ;  3d,  positions  with  too  great 
an  extent  of  front ;  4th,  allowing  obstacles  to  separate  the 
wings,  or  obstacles  which  prevent  the  connexion  of  columns, 
and  expose  them  to  separate  defeats. 

The  first  combinations  are  those  which  produce  an  oblique 
order  of  battle — those  with  a  wing  reinforced,  those  which 
outflank  the  enemy,  and  those  which  form  a  perpendicular 
upon  a  hostile  extremity,  or  upon  a  scattered  centre.  These 
are  almost  always  successful,  becstuse  they  present  a  whole 
line  to  an  extremity,  and  therefore  a  greater  mass  than  the 
enemy.  Thus  the  fundamental  principle  of  all  military  com- 
binations, namely,  to  e&ct  with  the  greatest  mass  of  forces 
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to  their  wants ;  and  if  they  take  with  them  biscuit  for  a 
week,  that  is,  during  the  first  period,  while  corps  are  in  posi* 
tioo,  or  manceuvring  in  a  contracted  area  with  other  columns, 
they  can  subsist  until  the  magazines  are  formed.  This  plan 
will  enable  the  general  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  pre- 
arranged magazines,  or  the  encumbrance  of  field-ovens. 

The  general  direction  is  upon  the  centre,  one  of  the  extre- 
mities, or  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  line.  Of  these  an  extremity 
is  usually  to  be  preferred,  because  from  it  the  rear  is  easily 
gained.  The  centre  is  preferred  only  where  the  enemy's  line 
is  scattered  and  his  corps  separated  by  long  intervals. 

V. 

It  should  be  laid  down  as  a  principle,  that  when  the  con- 
quest of  a  country  is  undertaken  by  two  or  three  armies,<| 
which  have  each  their  separate  line  of  operation  until  they 
arrive  at  a  point  fixed  upon  for  their  concentration,  the  junc- 
tion should  never  take  place  too  near  the  enemy,  because  the 
latter,  in  uniting  his  forces,  might  not  only  prevent  it,  but 
defeat  the  armies  in  detail.  This  error  was  committed  by 
Frederick  the  Great,  in  the  campaign  of  1757.  Marching  to 
the  conquest  of  Bohemia  with  two  armies,  which  had  each 
their  separate  line  of  operation ;  he  united  them  in  the  sight 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  who  covered  Prague  with  the  impe- 
rial army.  Frederick,  it  is  true,  succeeded,  but  the  success 
of  this  march  depended  entirely  on  the  inaction  of  the  Duke, 
who,  at  the  head  of  70,000  men,  did  nothing  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  two  Prussian  armies. 

VI. 

Flans  of  campaign  may  be  modified,  ad  libitum,  according 
to  circumstances,  the  genius  of  the  general,  the  character  of 
the  troops,  and  the  features  of  the  country. 

Sometimes  hazardous  campaigns  succeed,  the  plan  of  which 
ig  directly  at  variance  with  the  maxims  of  war,  as  already 
stated,  by  good  fortune,  or  faults  of  the  enemy,  upon  which 
a  general  should  never  count ;  for  even  when  the  plan  is  orl 
ginally  good,  it  may  run  the  risk  of  failing  at  the  outset,  if 

of^XMcd  by  an  adversary  who  acts  at  first  on  the  defensive, 

^  ''■'■■  ■        ■    ■   , ,  —         ' 
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and  then  suddenly  seizing  the  initiative,  surprises  by  the  skil 
folness  of  his  manceuvms.  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  plan 
laid  down  by  the  Aulic  council,  for  the  campaign  of  1796, 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Wurmser.  From  his  great 
numerical  superiority,  the  Marshal  had  calculated  on  the 
entire  destruction  of  the  French  army  by  cutting  off  its 
retreat.  He  founded  his  operations  on  the  defensive  attitude 
of  his  adversary,  who  was  posted  on  the  line  of  the  Adige^ 
and  had  to  cover  the  siege  of  Mantua,  as  well  as  central  and 
lower  Italy. 

Wurmser,  supi^.^ing  i!ie  French  army  fixed  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Mantua,  divided  his  force  into  three  corps,  which 
marched  separately,  intending  to  unite  at  that  place.  Napo- 
leon, having  penetrated  the  design  of  the  Austrian  general, 
felt  all  the  adv:  ^o  to  be  derived  from  striking  the  first 
blow  against  an  \  (ii\  Ided  into  three  corps,  without  any 
relative  commuuicuiiond.  He  hastened,  therefore,  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Mantua,  assembled  the  whole  of  his  forces,  and  by 
this  means  became  superior  to  the  imperialists,  whose  divi 
sions  he  attacked  and  beat  in  detail.  Thus  Wurmser,  who 
fancied  he  had  only  to  march  to  certain  victory,  saw  himself 
compelled,  after  a  ten  days'  campaign,  to  retire  with  the 
remains  of  his  army  into  the  Tyrol,  after  a  loss  of  25,000 
men  in  killed  ar'?  woundp(?,  15,000  prisoners,  nine  stand  of 
colours,  and  seventy  pieces  of  cannon. 

VII. 

An  army,  says  Napoleon,  which  undertakes  the  conquest 
of  a  country,  has  either  its  two  wings  resting  upon  neutral 
territories,  or  upon  great  natural  obstacles,  such  as  rivers  or 
chains  of  mountains.  It  happens  in  some  cases  that  only  one 
wing  is  so  supported,  and  in  others,  that  both  are  exposed. 

In  the  first  instance  cited,  vis.,  where  both  wings  are  pro* 
tected,  a  general  has  only  to  guard  against  being  penetrated 
in  firont.  In  the  second,  when  one  wing  only  is  supported, 
he  should  rest  upon  the  supported  wing.  In  the  third,  where 
both  wings  are  exposed,  he  should  depend  upon  a  central 
formation,  and  never  allow  the  difierent  corps  under  his  com* 
mand  to  depart  from  this,  for  if  it  be  diflkult  to  contend  with 
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the  disadvantage  of  having  txvo  flanks  exposed,  the  inconve* 
nience  is  doubled  by  having ^tir,  tripled  if  there  be  six; 
that  is  to  say,  if  the  army  is  divided  into  tv^o  or  three  differ- 
ent corps.  In  the  first  instance,  then,  as  above  quoted,  the 
line  of  operation  may  tend  indifferently  to  the  ri^t  or  to  the 
left.  In  the  second,  it  should  be  directed  towards  the  wing 
in  support.  In  the  third,  it  should  be  perpendicular  to  the 
centre  of  the  army's  line  of  march.  But  in  all  these  cases  it 
is  necessary,  every  five  or  six  days,  to  have  a  strong  post  or 
an  entrenched  position  upon  the  line  of  march,  in  order  to 
collect  stores  and  provisions,  to  organize  convoys,  to  form  a 
centre  of  movement  and  establish  a  point  of  defence  to  shorten 
the  line  of  operation. 

These  general  principles  pf  war  were  entirely  unknown  or 
lost  sight  <^  in  the  middle  ages.  The  Crusaders  in  their 
fanaticism,  while  making  their  incursiona  into  Palestine,  appear 
to  have  had  no  other  object  in  view  but  to  fight  and  conquer, 
so  little  pains  did  they  take  to  reap  any  advantages  firom 
their  victories.  Hence  innumerable  armies  perished  by  their 
blind  zeal,  without  any  other  advanta|«  than  that  derived 
firom  the  momentary  success  gained  by  their  superiority  in 
numbers. 

By  neglecting  this  principle,  Charles  the  Twelfth,  aban- 
d<»iing  his  line  of  operations  and  all  communication  with 
Sweden,  threw  himself  into  the  Ukraine^  and  lost  the  greatest 
part  of  his  army  by  the  fatigue  of  a  winter  cam^ign,  in  a 
bairren  country  veithout  resources. 

Defeated  at  Pultovni,  he  viras  reduced  to  seek  refiige  in 
Turkey,  after  crossing  the  Dnieper  with  the  remains  of  his 
army,  diminbhed  to  little  more  than  one  thousand  men. 

Gustavus  Adolphus  vras  the  first  who  brought  back  the  art 
of  war  to  its  true  princii^es.  His  operations  in  Gennany 
were  bold,  rapid  and  well  executed.  He  made  use  of  suc- 
cess for  future  security,  and  established  hi$  li«e  of  operatioD 
so  as  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  any  interruption  in 
his  communications  with  Sweden.  His  campaigns,  therefore, 
form  a  new  era  in  the  art  of  war. 
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VIII. 

In  the  formation  of  large  armies,  the  great  variety  <^  stores 
and  ammunition  ivhich  are  required,  makes  it  necessary  to 
establish  positions,  forming  depots  or  magazines,  and  keep 
the  communication  with  them  always  open  and  yet  protected. 
These  positions  are  the  base — the  foundation  of  all  ofiensive 
war,  from  which  the  line  of  operations  is  directed  forward 
into  the  enemy^s  country. 

IX. 

There  a^e  a  great  variety  of  manoeuvring  lines.  Sinqde 
lines  of  operations,  where  an  army  operates  in  only  a  single 
direction  from  a  frontier,  without  forming  detached  corps. 
Double  and  multiplied  lines,  when  it  acts  upon  the  same  fr(Mi- 
tier  with  two  or  three  isolated  corps,  towards  one  c»*  several 
objects.  Interior  lines  of  operations  are  formed  to  oppose  se- 
veral hostile  lines,  and  are  so  directed  as  to  possess  internal 
connexion,  and  enabled  to  move  and  approach  each  other, 
without  allowing  the  enemy  to  oppose  a  superior  mass  to 
them.  Exterior  lines,  on  the  contrary,  possess  the  opposite 
qualities :  they  are  such  as  an  army  may  form  at  the  same 
time,  upon  the  two  extremities  of  one  or  several  hostile  lines 
Lines  upon  an  extended  front  are  those  which  are  arruiged 
upon  a  great  contiguous  development  by  isolated  divisions, 
but  still  belonging  to  the  same  mass  of  forces,  and  operating 
upon  the  same  object.  Under  this  head  are  comprehended, 
likewise,  lines  formed  by  two  separate  corps  upon  one  given 
extent :  they  are  then  double  lines  upon  a  great  front.  Deq^ 
or  lengthened  lines  are  those  which,  commencing  at  their 
base,  pass  over  a  great  extent  of  country  before  they  can 
attain  their  object;  as  Napoleon's  campaign  into  Russia 
Conoentric  lines  of  operaiion  are  either  several  or  a  single 
line  subdivided,  moving  from  distant  points  in  order  to  arrive 
at  the  same  object,  in  frwit  or  in  rear  of  their  base.  Eccen- 
tric Knes  designate  a  single  mass  starting  from  one  point,  and 
dividing  itself  in  order  to  form  several  diverging  lines  upon 
isolated  objects*  Secondary  lines  are  those  in  the  great  com- 
binations of  two  armies,  which  designate  their  relative  con- 
nexion .  while  operating  upon  the  development  of  the  same 
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frontier.  Accidental  lines  are  produced  in  the  original  plan 
of  campaign,  wben  unexpected  events  necessitate  a  new 
direction  for  the  operations.  They  are  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, and  rarely  adopted  but  by  genel'als  of  the  first 
abilities.  Among  all  these  lines,  the  simple  and  interior  are 
the  best,  particularly  when  combined,  as  being  most  conge- 
nial to  the  great  principle  of  carrying  a  mass  of  troops  upon' 
the  decisive  point.  A  few  remarks  will  make  the  truth  of 
this  apparent.  If  an  army  advances  from  its  base  of  opera- 
tions upon  one  line,  it  is  clear  that  the  general  commanding 
will  have  but  two  important  dangers  to  provide  against; 
first,  that  of  his  troops  being  attacked  unawares ;  and,  se- 
condly, that  of  being  turned  and  cut  off  from  his  communi- 
cations with  his  ba&e.  An  army,  on  the  other  hand,  which 
moves  upon  double,  exterior  or  multiplied  lines,  must  be 
weakened  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  divisions.  The 
general  has  many  combinations  to  attend,  and  many  dangers 
to  guard  against;  his  columns  being  on  many  roads,  and  un- 
connected, must  also  be  dependent  upon  many  persons  and 
many  orders.  Obstacles  will  be  multiplied  at  every  step ; 
and  errors  cannot  be  known  or  corrected  without  much  loss 
of  time. 

X. 
The  configuration  of  the  theatre  of  war  may  possess  the 
same  importance  as  that  of  a  frontier;  for,  in  fact,  every 
theatre  of  war  may  be  considered  as  a  quadrilateral  figure. 
To  elucidate  this  idea,  the  scene  of  operations  of  the  French 
army  from  1757  to  1769,  and  the  p.    j 

operations  of  Napoleon  in  1806,^ 
may  be  cited.  In  Fig^  1,  the  side 
A  B  being  enclosed  by  the  North 
Sea,  the  side  B  D  by  the  river  We- 
ser,  base  of  the  army  of  Prince  Fer- 
dinand ;  C  D  representing  the  river 
Maine,  base  of  the  French,  and  A  C 
the  Rhine,  likewise  in  possession  of 
the  French;  their  armies  operating  ^ 
ijtkniaively  on  the  sides  A  C  iand  C  D,  had  the  third,  A  B,  j 
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or  North  Seat  io  :their  favoar,  and  therefore  BD. was  the 
paly  side  wliich  they  were  to  gain  by  their  mawBuyres,  to 
have  possession  , of  the  four  sides,  and  consequently  of  the 
base  of  all  the  Gonwniimcations  of  their  adversary. 
This  is  more  clearly  exemplified  in  Fig.  3.  The  French 
Fig<  2.  anny»  E,  proceeding  from  the  base, 

*C  D,  to  gain  the  position  F  6  H, 
cuts  off  the  allied  army,  J,  from  the 
side  B  D,  its  only  communication 
^^  and  base.   It  v^ould  thus  be  driven 

^r*  ^^"     into  the  angle  LAM,  which  is 

formed  near  Embden  by  the  line 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Ems,  and  the 
gsea ;  while  the  army,  E,  could  al- 
ways communicate  with  C  D,  or  the  Maine. 

The  manoeuvre  of  Napoleon  on  the  Saale,  in  1806,  was 
combined  on  the  same  principle.  He  moved  upon  Jena  and] 
Naumburg  in  the  position  F  6  U ;  and  then  advancing  by 
Helle  and  Dessau,  he  threw  the  Prussian  army,  J,  upon  the 
side,  A  B,  formed  by  the  sea.  The  fate  which  attended  that 
army  at  Erfurth,  Magdeburg,  Liibeck,  and  Prentzlow,  is  well 
known.  The  great  art,  therefore,  consists  in  combining  the 
marches  so  as  to  arrive  upon  the  communications  of  the  ene* 
my  without  sacrificing  one's  own.  Now  the  lines  F  G  H,  by 
means  of  the  prolonged  position  and  the  angle  formed  towards 
the  extremity  of  the  enemy,  always  preserves  the  communis 
cation  with  the  base,  C  D.  This  constitutes  the  applicatioa 
of  the  manoeuvres  of  Marengo  and  Jena. 

When  the  theatre  of  hostilities  is  not  near  the  sea,  it  will 
be  still  circumscribed  by  some  great  neutral  power,  which 
guards  the  frontier,  and  encloses  one  side  of  the  quadrangle. 
No  doubt  this  barrier  is  inferior  to  the  sea,  but,  in  a  general 
view,  it  must  nevertheless  be  considered  as  an  obstacle,  upon 
which  it  is  dangerous  to  be  driven  after  a  defeat,  and  advan- 
tageous to  push  an  enemy.  A  state  with  200,000  men  will 
not  suffer  its  neutrality  to  be  violated  with  impunity;  and  if 
a  beaten  army  ventured  so  to  do,  still  it  would  be  cut  oflT 
from  its  base.    But  if  an  inferior  power  forms  the  limit  of 
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the  theatre  oS  war,  the  square  of  operations  may  then  be 
considered  as  extending  over  it  to  the  next  greut  neulral 
power,  or  the  sea. 

To  give  a  still  more  convincing  proof  of  the  justness  of 
the  preceding  ideas,  let  us  examine  the  scene  of  the  campaign 
of  180&-7,  in  Poland.  The  Baltic  and  the  frontier  of  Aus- 
trian Gallicia  formed  the  two  sides  A  B  and  C  D  of  the  abov^ 
square.  It  was  of  great  consequence  to  both  parties  to  avoid 
being  driven  upon  either  of  these  obstacles.  The  configura- 
tion of  the  frontiers  may  modify  the  sides  of  the  square,  and 
convert  them  into  a  parallelogram,  or  a  trapezius,  as  in  Fig»  3. 

In  this  case,  the  army  G  H,  being  in  possession  of  the  sides 
A  C  and  C  D,  would  be  still  Tia.z. 

more  favourably  situated,  be-  ^ 
cause  the  base  of  the  opponent, 
being  contracted  at  B  D,  would 
be  more  difficult  to  keep  open. 
The  front  of  the  base  B  D  hav- 
ing less  extent,  oflSsrs  fewer  re- 
sources for  manoeuvring,  and 
affords  to  the  army,  6  H,  the  ^ 
means  of  operating  with  more  success,  because  the  direction 
of  the  line  C  D  naturally  leads  upon  the  communications  of 
the  enemy,  and  because  the  space  to  be  occupied  in  order  to 
cut  him  off  is  shorter,  and  therefore  more  easity  held  with 
concentrated  forces. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  manner  of  embracing  a  theatre 
of  war  is  amenable  to  these  two  principles : 

1.  'Vo  direct  the  masses  upon  the  decisive  points  of  the 
line  of  operations ;  that  is,  upon  the  centre,  if  the  enemy  has 
imprudently  scattered  his  forces,  or  upon  an  extremity,  if  he 
is  in  a  contiguous  line. 

2.  To  make  the  great  eflbrt,  in  the  latter  case,  upon  that 
^ctremity  which  has  its  back  against  an  insurmountable  ob- 
stacle, or  which  leads  upon  the  communications  of  the  enemy 
without  sacrificing  our  own. 

XI. 
Passive  defence  should  never  be  depended  upon,  nor  mere 
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fortresses  ivithout  an  army,  as  it  would  be  like  a  shield  with- 
out a  sword.  It  is  very  obvious  that  the  defensive  system 
which  has  the  greatest  number  of  offensive  faculties  is  always 
to  be  preferred.  In  passive  defence  the  enemy  can  choose 
their  own  time  and  place  to  strike,  and  prepare  accordingly ; 
but  in  offensive  operations,  besides  increasing  the  morale  of 
the  army,  as  already  observed,  the  enemy  has  not  time  or 
does  not  know  where  to  concentrate  their  forces.  Indepen- 
dent of  this,  you  keep  the  horrors  of  war  out  of  your  own 
country  by  successful  invasions  of  the  enemy's  country. 

XII. 

As  armies  defend  a  country,  so  fcn-treases  defend  armies. 
These  likewise  secure  the  magazines,  stores,  and  hospitals  of 
an  army,  and  -save  the  matiriel  and  broken  troops  after  a 
defeat. 

XIII. 

At  the  commencement  of  a  campaign,  to  advance  or  not  to 
advance  is  a  matter  of  grave  consideration ;  but  when  once 
the  offensive  has  been  assumed,  it  must  be  sustained  to  the 
last  extremity.  However  skilful  the  manceuvres,  a  retreat 
always  weakens  the  morale  of  an  army,  because  losing  the 
chances  of  success ;  these  last  are  transferred  to  the  enemy. 
Besides,  retreats  always  cost  more  men  and  materiel  than  the 
most  bloody  battles ;  with  this  difference,  that  in  battle  the 
enemy's  loss  is  nearly  equal  to  your  own,  whereas  in  a  retreat 
the  loss  is  on  your  side  only. 

Marshal  Saxe  remarks,  that  no  retreats  are  so  favourable 
as  those  which  are  made  before  a  languid  and  unenterprising 
enemy ;  for  when  he  pursues  with  vigour,  the  retreat  soon 
degenerates  into  a  rout.  Upon  this  principle  it  is  a  great 
error,  says  the  Marshal,  to  adhere  to  the  proverb  which 
recommends  us  to  build  a  large  bridge  of  gold  for  a  retreating 
enemy.    No. — Follow  him  up  with  spirit,  and  he  is  destroyed. 

XIV. 
Although  it  has  been  already  stated  that  it  is  better  to 
attack  the  extremity  of  a  line,  yet  it  must  appear  evident  that 
bodi  theestremities  should  9ot  be  attacked  at  the  same  time, 
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unless  there  be  a  very  great  superiority  on  the  part  of  the 
assailant.  An  army  of  60,000  men  forming  two  corps  of 
SOyOOO  each»  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  an  enemy  equally 
Dnmeroas,  is  deprived  c^  the  power  of  striking  a  decisive 
blow,  because  it  enables  the  adversary  to  take  equal  mea- 
sures; or  even»  if  the  movement  be  extended  and  uncon- 
nectedy  to  assemble  his  mass  against  one  of  the  divisions,  and 
destroy  it  by  his  momentary  superiority.  Multiplied  attacks 
by  means  of  a  greater  number  of  cohsmns  are  still  more  dan- 
gerous, more  repugnant  to  the  best  principles  of  war,  parti- 
cularly when  they  cannot  commence  acting  at  the  same  mo- 
ment and  upon  the  same  point.  But  when  there  is  a  very 
great  superiority  of  force  on  the  side  of  the  assailant,  then, 
indeed,  both  the  extremities  of  the  hostile  line  should  be 
attacked,  because  thus  a  greater  number  of  troops  is  brought 
into  acti<m  on  both  his  wings ;  whereas  if  this  great  superi- 
ority were  kept  in  one  mass  upon  a  single  point,  the  adver- 
sary might  deploy  as  many  as  the  other  party  could  bring 
into  ftctbn,  and  thus  engage  with  equal  numbers.  In  this 
case  it  is  only  requisite  to  collect  the  greatest  mass  upon  that 
wing  where  the  greatest  success  is  expected. 

If  50,000  men,  intending  to  attack  60,000,  should  form  two 
corps  of  nearly  equal  force,  and,  with  a  view  to  embrace 
both  the  extremities  of  their  line,  should  extend  and  isolate 
the  attacks,  it  is  clear  that  the  60,000  will  have  the  facility 
of  moving  more  rapidly  within  the  interior  of  their  line,  than 
the  assailant's  corps  with  such  a  mass  between  them,  as  Fig. 
4  demonstrates.  The  two  corps  B  and  C  might  gain  momen- 
tarily some  ground,  but  the 
enemy.  A,  leaving  a  corps  to 
check  C  upon  the  most  ad- 
vantageous ground  for  de- 
fence which  its  position  might 
oflfer,  could  throw  the  remain* 
ing  mass  <^  foroes  on  die  front,  flank,  and  rear  of  B,  which 
must  consequently  be  destroyed.  If  B  and  C  should  have  a 
third  detachment  <hi  the  centre,  the  result  would  be  still  more 
disastrous,  for  then  aqMurate  corps  would  attack  without  union 


Fig. 
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a  force  everywhere  imposingp  which  could  aot  fail  to  over- 
power them.  This  took  place  at  Kolin#  bom  inattention  to 
the  orders  of  the  king ;  at  Neerwinden  in  1793 ;  and  at 
Stockack,  in  1799,  where  Dumourier  and  Jourdon  were  de- 
feated by  Prince  Coburg  and  the  Archduke  Charles. 

XV. 

Spies  are  of  the  utmost  coosequenoe  when  the  lead  is  taken 
against  the  enemy,  so  as  to  obtain  from  time  to  time  a  know- 
ledge of  the  positions  and  movements  which  are  undertaken. 
Partisans,  thoroughly  versed  in  watching  the  enemy,  are  of 
still  greater  utility.  For  this  purpose  the  general  should 
scatter  small  parties  in  all  directions,  and  multiply  them  with 
as  much  care  as  he  would  show  to  restrain  them  in  great 
operations.  Some  divisions  of  light  cavalry,  expressly  orga- 
nized for  this  service,  and  not  included  in  the  order  of  battle, 
are  the  most  efficient.  To  operate  without  such  precaution 
is  to  walk  in  the  dark,  and  to  be  exposed  to  the  disastrous 
consequences  which  may  be  produced  by  a  secret  march  of 
the  enemy.  These  measures  are  too  generally  negliected. 
The  espionnage  is  not  sufficiently  organized  beforehand ;  and 
the  officers  of  light  troops  have  not  always  the  requisite  ex- 
perience to  conduct  their  detachments. 

XVI. 

The  most  appropriate  disposition  for  leading  troops  into 
action,  the  Order  of  Battle,  should  possess  the  inherent  quali- 
ties of  mobility  and  solidity.  To  attain  these  two  objects, 
troops  which  are  to  remain  on  the  defensive  should  be  partly 
deployed  and  partly  in  columns,  as  the  allied  army  was  at 
Waterloo,  or  the  Russians  at  Eylau ;  but  the  corps  destined 
to  attack  a  decisive  point  should  be  disposed  into  two  lines 
of  battalions,  formed  into  columns  of  more  or  less  density. 
Jommi  proposes  columns  of  grand  divisions,  according  to  the 
French  formation  of  a  battalion  of  six  companies,  making 
three  grand  divisions. 

Three  grand  divisions  would  thus  form  three  lines,  and  the 
second  line  three  more.  This  order,  he  thinks,  oflfers  more 
solidity  than  a  deployed  line,  which  waves  too  much,  retards 
the  impulse  necessary  for  attack,  and  prevents  the  officers 
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from  managing  their  men.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  march, 
obviate  the  great  density  of  the  mass  and  procure  a  greater 
front,  the  division  should  be  formed  only  two  deep ;  for  thus 
the  battalions  will  be  more  moveable.  The  march  in  front 
three  deep  is  always  fiitiguing  to  the  centre  rank,  which,  being 
pressed  between  the  first  and  third,  produces  fluctuation  and 
oonsequent  fiiintness  in  the  onset.  The  front  thus  also  be* 
coming  ooe-thtrd  longer,  the  quantity  of  fire  may  be  augmented 
if  necessary. 

XVII. 

Between  two  armies  equally  capable  of  manoeuvring,  the 
defensive  one  may  form  an  angle  with  advantage,  to  secure 
a  flank  from  attack ;  but  to  render  this  precaution  efficacious, 
the  angle  alone  is  not  sufficient,  because  its  utility  is  only 
momentary ;  the  mass,  therefore,  should  change  front  in  the 
same  direction,  and  present  a  whole  line  to  the  enemy. 

If  the  army  be  sufficiently  strong  to  assume  the  offensive 
against  the  assailant,  a  change  of  front,  which  is  merely  de- 
fensive, should  be  followed,  as  soon  as  the  angle  is  formed  and 
the  enemy  checked,  by  placing  the  line  in  colunms  of  divi- 
sions to  the  flanks,  and  prolonging  the  direction  from  the 
position  first  occupied,  to  gain  the  hostile  flank.  Thus  taken 
in  front  by  the  angle,  and  in  flank  and  rear  by  the  new  direc- 
tion, the  enemy  will  be  defeated.    In  Fig.  5,  A  is  the  army 


Fig.  5. 


endeavouring  to  turn  the  left 
flank  of  B,  which  forms  the 
angle  C,  and  under  the  protec- 
tkm  of  this  corps  prolongs  its 
line  in  the  direction  E  E,  by 
means  of  which  the  extremity 
of  the  hostile  flank  is  gained ; 
A  cannot  well  oppose  the  exe- 
cution of  this  movement  in  the 
presence  of  the  angle  C  and  of 
the  line  E,  which,  though  it  be 
in  column,  can  form  in  an  instant ;  hence  A  must  fall  back 
and  change  front  also. 
If  a  defensive  position  has  an  an^e  in  the  rear,  the  firont 
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will  be  weakened  in  proportion  as  that  angle  becomes  more 
acute :  but  if  there  be  a  considerable  interval  on  the  summit, 
where  the  two  lines  should  meet,  the  danger  will  be  still 
greater ;  for  if  the  enemy  can  establish  himself  on  the  point 
Ay  it  is  clear  that  the  two  wings,  A  C  and  A  B,  will  be  enfi** 
laded  and  forced  to  retreat,  if  not  rolled  up  in  confusion  by 
an  actual  charge  on  either  or  both  of  these  extremities.  This 
caused  the  defeat  of  the  Austrians  at  Prague,  and  of  the 
Prussians  at  Breslau.     (Fig.  6.) 

Fig.  6.  Fig.  7. 


A    G 


If  two  allied  armies  or  great  corps  take  up  positions  form- 
ing a  re-entering  angle  with  a  space  between  them,  and  some 
considerable  obstacle  masks  that  space,  they  expose  them- 
selves to  be  attacked  and  defeated  separately :  this  danger 
increases  with  the  increase  of  the  distance  between  them. 
The  corps  A  D  being  separated  from  B  E  by  a  wood,  lake, 
or  other  considerable  obstacle,  at  6,  the  enemy,  F  H,  being 
covered  by  that  obstacle,  may  attack  and  defeat  one  before 
the  other  can  arrive  to  sustain  it.  (Fig.  7.)  This  principle 
results  from  the  maxims  of  interior  against  exterior  lines  of 

operations. 

XVIII. 

An  oblique  attack,  according  to  Guibert  and  the  Journal 
Topographique,  is  a  disposition  by  which  a  part,  or  the  choice 
of  the  forces,  is  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  and  the  other 
kept  out  of  his  reach.  This  definition  is  not  quite  correct,  as 
Figs.  8,  9, 10  and  11  demonstrate.  An  army  may  be  out  of 
Fig.  8.  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  therefore 

A  B      refused  in  a  line  nearly  parallel,  and 

__    strongly  reiaforced  on  a  vring,  with- 

^ ^  out  being  oblique.  (Fig.  8.)  It  may 

«liO  be  in  an  inclined  line  on  the  head  of  the  attacks,  and 
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fonn  a  positive  diagonal  without  being  reinforced  (Fig.  9) ; 
Fig.  9.  or  perpendicular  upon  a  flank,  as  at  Kuners- 

^ — 9dorff>withawingre-  p.    j^ 

^inforced  (Pig.  10);  a 
or  horizontal  upon 
the  head  of  the  co- 
lumns, without  be-  « 
ing  oblique  (Fig.  11). 
There  are  several  modifications  of  these  four  orders  (anu>ng 
others'  Fig.  10) ;  a$,  for  example,  a  perpendicular  angle  to 
the  front,  as  formed  by  the  Austrians  at  Prague,  Kolin,  and 


Fig.ll- 
H 


Fig.  12. 


Hochkirchen  (Fig^  12) ;  the  angle  A  C,  being  perpendicular 
to  the  army  D  E,  reinforces  the  right  wing,  the  line  A  B  with- 
out being  oblique :  so  also  an  angle  to  the  rear  would  rein- 
force the  line  wkhout  obliquity.  A.parallel  line,  considerably 
reinforced  upon  the  most  important  point,  is  no  doubt  good, 
and  even  very  generally  applicable ;  for  it  is  conformable  to 
the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  all  operations :  but  it 
has  several  inconveniences.  The  weak,  part  of  the  line  being 
near  the  enemy,  may  be  engaged^  contrary  to  the  intention, 
and  be  d^eated ;  which  event  would  balance  "tnd  arrest  the 
advantages  gained  on  the  other  wing ;  as  happened  to  both 
armies  at  Wagram*  The  reinforced  wing  having  defeated  its 
opponent,  cannot  take  it  in  flank  and  rear  without  a  consider- 
able movement,  which  would  separate  it  from  the  other,  if 
akeady  engaged :  but  admitting  the  weaker  wing  not  to  be 
engaged^  the  other  cannot  ensen  then  turn  the  flank  without 
drawii^  it  circularly  along  the  hostile  front,  which  the  enemy 
must  necessarily  anticipate  by  being  on  the  chord  of  the 
moTemoBt,  and  ccmseqaeirtly  give  him  the  advantage  of  the 
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<ydfenfiive,  by  reaching  the  decisive  point  first  with  the  mass 
of  his  forces. 

With  the  oblique  order  of  Frederick,  as  applied  at  Leuthen, 
the  efiect  is  quite  different;  the  extremity  of  the  wing  at- 
tacked is  not  only  overpowered  by  a  whole  line,  but  the  end 
of  that  wing  is  constantly  outflanked  and  the  line  turned, 
virithout  nmnoeuvre  or  prokftgation  of  direction,  simply  by  a 
direct  advance  of  the  oblique  line.  The  distance  of  the  divi- 
sions which  are  not  intended  fer  the  principal  attack,  places 
them  out  of  danger  of  being  engaged  by  «  superior  force,  and 
yet  sustains  the  wing  in  action.  These  effects  of  the  open 
oblique  attack,  although  known,  cannot  be  too  often  presented 
to  the  reflections  of  military  men.  They  offer,  besides,  an- 
other advantage  still  more  decisive,  in  bringing  the  half  of 
the  army  constantly  into  action  against  the  extremity,  pro- 
bably of  only  two  brigades,  of  the  hostile  army,  which  has 
no  counter-manoeuvre  to  stop  its  progress.  Wh^t  troops  can 
stand  against  such  odds,  when,  besides,  they  are  constantly 
outflanked  and  taken  in  reverse  T  Is  it  possible  that  confusion 
and  dismay  should  not  follow  in  a  whole  line,  whose  flank  is 
overthrown  and  menaced  with  total  destruction,  by  the  pro- 
gressive advance  in  a  direction  upon  the  rear? 

Yet  such  must  be  the  infallible  result  of  an  oblique  attack, 
when  cmce  it  has  reached  the  flank  of  the  opponent  undisco- 
vered, as  indicated  in  the  preceding  maxims ;  and  when  the 
lines  are  rapidly  formed  according  to  the  method  of  Frede- 
rick, as  will  be  seen  in  the  observations  on  marches.  Fig.  13 
demonstrates  the  mechanism  more  clearly.  The  left  wing, 
B  C,  of  the  &rmy  A  C,  will  receive  the  fire  of  the  second 
brigade  of  the  army  D  K  L,  while  the  first  brigade,  or  ex- 
treme ri^t,  formed  in  column  of  divisions,  will  turn  it  and 
decide  the  first  attadc  with  rapidity.  The  second  brigade,  in 
the  oblique  direction  of  its  march,  will  soon  be  seconded  by 
the  third ;  and  when  that  has  passed  the  extremity,  which 
must  constantly  recoil  before  a  contiguous  fipont,  the  fourth 
brigade  opens  its  fire;  and  in  this  manner,  supposing  the 

fta^ny  D  F«  K  L,  arrived  at  the  dotted  line  H  I,  the  vvdide 
will  have  been  engaged  in  sucoesnoii-with  a  fourth  or  a  third 
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of  the  enemy's  line,  the  battalions  of  which,  being  crashed 
one  after  another,  will  be  nearly  surroonded. 

Fig.  13. 

/       X 


/ 


This  demonstration  is  sufficient  to  show  the  great  advan* 
tage  <^  an  open  oblique  order  of  attack.  It  is  called  open 
because  the  dispositioui  such  as  that  of  Leuthen,  was  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  the  Austrians,  and  difierent 
in  every  respect  from  a  parallel  order.  All  these  advantages 
are  equally  applicable  ^    ,  ^ 

-  riS'  14. 

to  masses  concentrated 

upon    the    extremity  _____..«..._«_«_    '    y^^^ 
which  it  is  intended  to  »  " 

crush.  The  army  A 
B,  Fig.  14,  instei^  of 
forming  two  lines,  as 
in  the  former  figure, 
may  draw  up  the  first  line  only,  and  keep  the  second  in  co- 
lumns at  half  distances  behind  the  right,  centre,  and  left, 
prepared  to  manoeuvre  or  strike  the  decisive  blow. 

XIX. 
An  army  should  be  ready  every  day,  every  night,  and  at 
all  times  of  the  day  and  night,  to  oppose  all  the  resistance  of 
which  it  is  capable.  With  this  view,  the  soldier  should  be 
invariably  conq>Iete  in  arms  and  ammunitiixi ;  the  infantry 
should  never  be  without  its  artillery,  its  cavalry,  and  its  gene- 
rals;  and  the  different  divisions  of  the  army  should  be  con- 
stantly in  a  state  to  support  and  to  be  supported. 
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The  troops,  whether  halted  or  encamped,  or  on  the  march, 
should  be  always  in  favourable  positions,  possessing  tlie  essen- 
tials required  for  a  field  of  battle ;  for  example,  the  flanks 
should  be  well  covered,  and  all  the  artillery  so  placed  as  to 
have  free  range,  and  to  play  with  the  greatest  advantage. 
When  an  army  is  in  column  of  march,  it  should  have  advaiu^ 
guards  and  flanking  parties,  to  examine  well  the  country  in 
firont,  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  always  at  such  distance 
as  to  enable  the  main  body  to  deploy  into  position. 

XX. 

A  general*in-chief  should  ask  himself  frequently  in  the 
day — what  should  I  do  if  the  enemy's  army  appeared  now  in 
my  front,  or  on  my  right,  or  my  left  ?  If  he  have  any  diffi- 
culty in  answering  these  questions,  he  is  ill  posted  and  should 
seek  to  remedy  it. 

XXI. 

Valour  in  war  often  does  more  than  numbers,  and  discipline 
more  than  fury. 

XXII. 

When  an  army  is  inferior  in  number,  inferior  in  cavalry 
and  in  artillery,  it  is  essential  to  avoid  a  general  action.  The 
first  deficiency  should  be  supplied  by  rapidity  of  movement; 
the  want  of  artillery  by  the  nature  of  the  manoeuvres ;  and 
the  inferiority  of  cavalry,  by  the  choice  of  positions.  In  such 
circumstances,  the  morale  of  the  soldier  does  much. 

The  campaign  of  1814,  in  France,  was  skilfully  executed 
upon  these  principles.  Napoleon,  with  an  army  inferior  in 
number,  an  army  discouraged  by  the  disastrous  retreats  of 
Moscow  and  of  Leipzig,  and  still  more  by  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  m  the  French  territory,  contrived,  notwithstanding,  to 
supply  his  vast  inequality  of  force  by  the  rapidity  and  com- 
bination of  his  movements.  By  the  success  obtained  at 
Champaubert,  Montmirail,  Montereau,  and  Rheims,  he  had 
already  begun  to  restore  the  morale  of  the  French  army. 
The  numerous  recruits  of  which  it  was  composed,  had  already 
acquired  that  steadiness,  of  which  the  old  regiments  afforded 
them  an  example,  when  the  capture  of  Paris  and  the  aston- 
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ishing  revolution  it  produced,  compelled  Napoleon  to  lay 
down  his  arms. 

But  this  consequence  resulted  rather  from  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances than  from  any  absolute  necessity ;  for  Napoleon, 
by  carrying  his  army  to  the  other  side  of  the  Iioire,  might 
easily  have  formed  a  juncti(»i  with  the  armies,  of  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenees,  and  have  re-appeared  on  the  field  of  battle  at 
the  head  of  100,000  men.  Such  a  force  would  have  amply 
sufficed  to  re-establish  the  chances  of  war  in  his  favour,  more 
especially  as  the  armies  of  the  allied  sovereigns  were  obliged 
to  manoeuvre  upon  the  French  territory  with  all  the  strong 
places  of  Italy  and  France  in  their  rear.  Napoleon  said  he 
could  keep  up  a  civil  war  in  the  country,  but  he  scorned  to 
war  against  his  countrymen. 

XXIII. 

To  act  upon  lines  far  removed  from  each  other,  and  with- 
out communications,  is  to  commit  a  fault  which  always  gives 
birth  to  a  second.  The  detached  Qolumn  has  only  its  orders 
tor  the  first  day :  its  operations  on  the  following  day  depend 
upon  what  may  have  happened  to  the  main  body.  Thus  the 
column  either  loses  time  upon  emergency,  in  waiting  for 
orders,  or  acts  without  them,  and  at  hazard.  Let  it  therefore 
be  held  as  a  principle,  that  an  army  should  always  keep  its 
columns  so  united  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  be- 
tween them  with  impunity.  Whenever,  for  practical  reasons, 
this  principle  is  departed  from,  the  detached  corps  should  be 
independent  in  their  operations.  They  should  move « towards 
a  point  fixed  upon  for  their  future  junction.  They  should 
advance  without  hesitating,  and  jvithout  waiting  for  fresh 
orders,  and  every  previous  means  should  be  concerted  to  pre- 
vent their  being  attacked  in  detail. 

Hie  Austrian  army,  commanded  by  Field-Marshal  Alvinzi, 
was  divided  into  two  corps,  destined  to  act  independently  till 
they  should  accomplish  their  junction  before  Mantua.  The 
first  of  these  corps,  consisting  of  45,000  men,  was  under  the 
orders  of  Alvinzi.  It  was  to  debouch  by  Monte  Baldo,  upon 
the  positions  occupied  by  the  French  army  of  the  Adige 
Hie  second  corps,  commanded  by  General  Provdra,  was  des- 
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Ikied  to  act  i^D  ibdkmer  Adige^miA  Id  nuie  fbe  UwslMrfe 
of  Mantua.  Napoleon,  informed  of  the  enemy'«  movevNinlBy 
Imt  not  emirafy  0Qi9pi't;ii««dmg  his  {NWJectB,  eeafiMd  bineelf 
to  caBceotreting  h»  mttMCsiied^viagivderpiio  the  Micips  ^ 
InU  thenuelTes  in  readiness  io  sattnoauvfe.  In  the  tiymmiiflie 
4reah  iofonnatian  satined  the  gemeral-is-chief  of  the  Fretieh 
army  thai  tike  coqps  which  imi  deboaefied  by  I^  Goronna, 
over  MoBte  BaMo,  wtsendeavoturing  lx>  tomi  a  jusctiett  with 
its  cavalry  and  artiHery ;  both  which,  having  croased  the 
Adige  at  Dolce.  ^'  '^  r-roctiag  their  nurch  upon  the  fdttfeeau 
of  Rivcdi,  by  the'      <..  .Mad  leading  by  Incanole. 

Napoleon  immediatdy  foresaw,  that  by  having  possession 
of  the  plateau,  be  should  be  able  to  prevent  this  junction,  and 
obtain  all  the  advantages  of  the  initiative.  He  aeeordin^y 
put  his  troops  i^  'I  *n,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
occupied  thait  ir  .  c »:  fxsition.  Once  flMSter  of  Ae  point 
fixed  cqK»  for  tknn  jaacuon  <»f  the  Ai^rian  ooiumns,  snccess 
fi^owcMil  aU  bis  dispootions.  He  repulsed  every  attack,  made 
7,606  prisoners,  and  took  several  atandavds  and  twelve  pieces 
of  cannon.  At  two  o'clock  in  Ae  aftenK)OB,  the  hattie  of 
Rivdi  was  cdready  gained,  when  Napoleon,  learning  tkait  Ge- 
neral Prov^m  had  passed  «he  Adige  at  Anghiari,  and  was 
dipectmg  his  inarch  upon  Mantaa,  left  to  bis  genends  the 
charge  of  follow'*^ ^^  tho  rrf  r«»t  ti  Atvinzs,  and  ptacsed  him- 
setf  at  tihe  head  ot  a  division  for  thepvrpose  of  defeating  the 
4eei^gfis  of  Prov^ra. 

By  a  r9ifid  majich,  he  again  auoeeeded  in  the  initiatoiy 
faovement,  and  pfeveeating  "die  garrnon  of  Manlua  fmn  «nit- 
mg  its  fame  with  the  relienrkig  army.  The  eorps  4!harged 
with  the  bIo<5kade,  eager  to  distinguish  itself  ander  the  «y«s 
of  the  conqueror  of  Rivoli,  oompalled  the  garrisoa-  lo  retire 
into  the  fdaee,  wliSe  the  divisioos  «f  Victor,  forgetful  of  the 
fiitligue  of  a  forced  march,  aCtadced  the  rdieviBg  am^  in 
ifrant.  At  this  momeat  a  sortie  firam  the  lines  of  fit.  George 
took  Imn  m  flank,  and  the  carps  of  Aogereau,  which  liad  fol- 
lowed Ae  miirfi  af  the  Avstriaa  general,  attadked  ium  Jn 
near.  Provi^raf  aammided  on  M  sidss,  capitaiatad.  Hie 
]  result  of  these  two  h^tles  coat  Hie  Aostriaas  34Mft  men  m 
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luBed  and  wounded,  22,000  prisoners,  twenty-four  standards, 
and  £>rty-8ix  pieces  of  cannon. 

XXIV. 

The  fire  used  by  the  assailants  in  a  flank  attack  must^pro- 1 
dace  enfilade ;  flank  attacks  and  enfilade  are,  therefore,  syno- 
t^fmouLS  terms,  HI  so  iar  as  relates  to  fire. 

Of -enfilade  every  one  has  a  pretty  just  idea;  it  is  a  de- 
structive sweeping  fire  along  a  line;  it  is  to sddiers  what 
saking  is  to  seamen,  of  which  we  shall  speak  hereafter ;  it  is 
4o  either,  one  of  the. greatest  evils  that  can  be&ll  them,  and 
•in  avoidii^  -it  on  the  one  hand  whilst  he  turns  it  on  his  ad- 
jversary,  consists  <»ie  of  the  greatest  arts  of  an  able  :co»- 
maader. 

The  more  we  consider  enfilade  and  flank  attacks,  or^tum- 
•ing  an  enemy,  the  more  we  «hall  find  that  their  efiecls  per- 
ivttde  the  whole  military  seioice,  and  form  the  inain  springs 
of  moat  militai^  movements ;  it  is  to  obtain  these  advantages 
?that  wings  lare  thrown  forward  by  the  one  party,  and  :to  pie- 
Ycnt  their  being  obtained  that  wings  are  thrown  back  by  the 
other ;  it  is  to  obtain  these  advantages  that  attacks  usually 
jcommence  towards  a  flank ;  it  is  to  obtain  these  advantages 
that  so  many-arlifices  are  nsed,  either  by  means  ofGircuitoos 
routes  or  other  deceits,  to  lall  upon  an  enemy's  flank>dttrii|g 
4lie  battle;  and  it  is  to  avoid  such  mischief  that  both,  parties, 
luit  more  .particularly  the  4X>sted  oae,ahaws  suchsolieitede 
in  the  arrang^nent  of  its  flank8,.as  shall  render  this 4i8tdiffi- 
.cult  as  possible,  or  altogether  in^racticable. 

The  body  which  ^succeeds  in  tumiogortakiiig  in-flank  its 
4uiver8ary,  usually  xarties  with  it  the  foctune  ol  the  ^di^. 
We  have  also  adverted  to  the. fact,  that  a  fpesition  IbraMpg 
an  angle  salient,^or  pMgectiag4owards  an  eB0H>7,is  iikewiie 
a  weak  point,  and  it  heeantss  weaker  and  weaker  in  tpt^fpor 
Jk>n  as  it  is  more -and  more  .susceptible  of^nfiladey  ligrrbei^ 
axMre  acute :  an  angle  rentrant,  or:  projecting  from  an^enene^, 
if Ohe  flanks  and  rear  aie  aecuret^acts  in  ihe  tq^iosite  ratify 
£xr  one^partof  thejpoeition  defends  tbe^other.  Fleets  in  the 
4tefi9Dce  of  narrow  8tcaits,jasua%  dra;w  Jig>  in  a  oreeoeatior 
•emicirole,  with  the  concave  iowarda .ihe  eBen^,  which m 
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exactly  similar  in  principle,  as  well  as  effect,  to  the  angle 
projecting  from  the  enemy.  It  is  very  obvious  that  if  the 
angle  extended  towards  the,  enemy  they  might  fire  in  the 
direction  of  its  lines. 

XXV. 

An  army  ought  to  have  only  one  line  of  operation.  This 
should.be  preserved  with  care,  and  never  abandoned  but  in 
the  last  extremity. 

The  line  of  communication,  says  Montecuculli,  must  be 
certain  and  well  established  for  every  army  that  acts  from  a  ^* 
distant  base ;  and  the  commander  who  is  not  carefdl  to  keep 
his  line  perfectly  open,  marches  upon  a  precipice :  he  moves 
to  certain  ruin»  as  may  be  seen  by  an  infinity  of  examples. 
In  fact,  if  the  road  by  which  provisions,  ammunition,  and 
reinforcements  are  to  be  brought  up,  is  not  entirely  secured  ; 
if  the  magazines,  the  hospitals,  the  depdts  of  arms,  and  the 
places  of  supply  are  not  fixed,  and  commodiously  situated, 
not  only  the  army  cannot  keep  the  field,  but  it  will  be  exposed 
to  the  greatest  dangers. 

XXVI. 

The  distances  permitted  between  corps  of  an  army  upon 
the  march,  must  be  governed  by  the  localities,  by  circum- 
stances, and  by  the  object  in  view. 

When  an  army  moves  at  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  the 
columns  may  be  disposed  along  the  road  so  as  to  favour  the 
artillery  and  baggage.  But  when  it  is  marching  into  action, 
the  different  corps  must  be  formed  in  close  columns  in  order 
of  battle.  The  generals  must  take  care  that  the  heads  of  the 
columns  which  are  to  attack  together,  do  not  outstep  each 
other,  and  that  in  s^proaching  the  field  of  action,  they  pre- 
serve the  relative  intervals  required  for  deployment. 

The  marches  that  are  made  preparatory  to  a  battle  require, 
says  Frederick,  the  greatest  precaution.  With  this  view  he 
recommends  his  generals  to  be  particularly  on  their  guard, 
and  to  reconnoitre  the  ground  at  successive  distances,  in  order 
to  secure  the  initiative  by  occupying  those  positions  most 
calculated  to  favour  an  attack.  On  a  retreat,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  generals  that  an  army  should  concentrate  its  forces. 
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and  inarch  in  close  columns  if  it  is  still  strong  enough  to 
resume  the  offensive ;  for  by  this  means  it  is  easy  to  form  the 
line  vihen  a  favourable  opportunity  presents  itself  either  for 
holding  the  enemy  in  check,  or  for  attacking  him  if  he  is  not 
in  a  situation  to  accept  battle. 

Such  was  Moreau's  retreat,  after  the  passage  of  the  Adda 
by  the  Austro-Russian  army.  The  French  general,  after 
having  covered  the  evacuation  of  Milan,  took  up  a  position 
betw^n  the  Po  and  the  Tenaro.  This  camp  rested  upon 
Alexandria  and  Valentia,  two  capital  fortresses,  and  had  the 
advantage  of  covering  the  roads  to  Turin  and  Savona,  by 
which  he  could  effect  his  retreat  in  case  he  was  unaUe  lo 
accomplish  a  junction  with  the  corps  d'arm^  of  Macdonald, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and 
hasten  his  march  into  Tuscany. 

Forced  to  abandon  this  position  in  consequence  of  the 
insurrection  in  Piedmont  and  Tuscany,  Moreau  retired  upon 
Asti,  where  he  learned  that  his  communication  with  the  river 
of  Genoa  had  just  been  cut  off  .by  the  capture  of  Ceva. 
After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  re-take  this  place,  he 
saw  that  his  only  safety  depended  upon  throwing  himself  into 
the  mountains* 

To  effect  this  object,  he  directed  the  whole  of  his  battering 
train  and  heavy  baggage,  by  the  Col  de  Fenestrelle,  upon 
France ;  then  opening  himself  a  way  over  the  St.  Bernard, 
he  gained  the  Loano  with  his  light  artillery  and  the  small 
proportion  of  field  equipments  he  had  been  able  to  preserve. 

By  this  skilful  movement,  he  not  only  retained  his  commu- 
nications with  France,  but  was  enabled  to  observe  the  mo- 
tions of  the  army  from  Naples,  and  to  facilitate  his  junction 
with  it,  by  directing  the  whole  of  his  force  upon  the  points 
necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Macdonald,  in  the  meantime,  whose  only  chance  of  success 
depended  on  concentrating  his  little  army,  neglected  this  pre- 
caution, and  was  beaten  in  three  successive  actions  at  the 
Trebia.  By  this  retardment  of  his  march,  he  rendered  all 
Moreau's  measures  to  unite  the  two  armies  in  the  Plains  of 
the  Po  useless,  and  his  retreat  after  his  brilliant  but  fruitless 
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iriiidV»d^roiiMr  httd  onde^  to^  oome'  to  hi»  mpport.    ^lOte 

tHe  FMDtht  gumral'  to»  acmoq^Mi  his  joiietion  wiA'  Ae 
raoaaiiM  of  the  army  from  NaplMN  Morettn  then  conceaftrxad 
hui^vhrii  iMrMopm  the  AfmuninoB^  and  pbned  hnnselP  m  a 
atOuitioB:  to<  defaMfc  the  importaitt  pontieiB  of  Liguria^  an^ 
llla>chaiiaesiaf  war  should  aflbyd^bim  atropportumty  of  imui»* 
mgAruifc'aijiiiiH 

WIk»v  after  »d»ciuvo  battle,  an  uiB^has  kmt  its  artiflltry 
ade^pmeiiUi,  aadis  eonieqaencfy  na  tooger  in  a. stbte  t& 
the'  oflhnsm^  <Hr  oivn  to  arrest'  the  parsoit  oP  tiie 
it  wottld'seem  Bieit'dBBmMe  to^ittvicfe  what  remaiaa 
into  sevaml  oerpe^  aadiorder  them  to  mi»eh  by  separaiee  «id 
distant  routes  upon  the  base  of  operational  and  throw  tfaem^ 
sabrea^iolai  the  fcrcressts.  Thisi  i»  the  only  means  of  safety ; 
fivtha'eneay,  aneevtaiii  as  ta^  preeieo'direction  taKen-by 
tbs'^aaiquifihed^araiyy  ia  ignorant  in-  the  first  instance  wfaioft 
t5>paMiiav  andUt  iaMn  tiiis' moment  ef  indecisionr  tllat  a 
maoob^  is  gained^  upon  hinsw  Bestdet^  t&eF  movements  of  a 
aamlt  body  bsmgsomuefr easier  than  those  of^a*  fairger  one^ 
these  separate  lines  of  march  are  all  in  favour  of  a  retteatlng 

5XTI. 

Anamg*  raonntains,  a  great  number  of  positions  are  always 
to^be  tbaxk^i  vei^^scrong^  in^  themselves,  md'  which  it  is  daioi- 
gerons  to  attack.  The  character  of  this  mode  of  warftre 
censistir  in  occupying  camps  on  the  flanks  or  in  the  rear  of 
tte'  enemy,  fearing  him  onty  the  alternative  of  abaudbning 
lii»  pention  without  fighting,  txf  take  up  onotfter  in  the  rear, 
or  to  descend  fh>m  it  in  onfer  ta  attack  you.  In mountain 
warfare,  the  assailant  has  alwaya  the  <fisadvantaga  fiVen 
ift  oftnsiwe  warfijure  m  theopeir  fii^  the  great  seeref  consists 
ia^d^ibnsive^eoiiAatev  and  in  obfigingtBe  enemy  to  attact. 

During^  Ae^  campaign*  of  1793;  inr  fhe^  MaritiuK^  Atps,  t&e 
Fteneb  araiy  wuler  the  orders  of  General  BrunA  did-dP in 
iia  power  to  get  possession-  of  the  cmnps  at  Rkns  and^at 
VHoirohes?  by  air  attack  in  front.    3^t  these  uselesa  effortft.| 
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flayed  QAiy  to  increase  the  coumge  oC  the  Piedmonteser&nd 
to  destroy  the  ^lite  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  republican  vamy* 
The  manoeuvres  by  which  Napoleon,  without  fightings  com^^ 
pelled  the  enemy  to  evacuate  these  positions  in  ITQd,  suAce 
to  establish  the  truth  of  these  priactples^  and  to  pfove  how 
mueh  success  in  war  depends  upon  the  geakis  of  the  general^ 
as  well  as  on  the  courage  of  the  soldier. 

XXVIL 

It  is  aa  ^>proved  maxim  in  w^tf,  never  to  do  what  the  eae>* 
my  wishes  you  to  do,  for  this  reaseir  alone,  that  he  desires  it. 
A  field  of  iKittle,  therefi»ie,  which  he  has  previouslj^  studied 
and  reconnoitred,  should  be  avoided;  and dcnibie care  should 
be  taken  where  he  has  had  time  to-  fortify  or  e&trdBch.  One 
consequence  deduciUe  from  this  puiaciple  is^  never  to  attack 
a  position  in  boat  which-  you  can  gain  by  turning. 

It  was  witnottt  due  regard  to  this  principle^  that  Marshal 
Yilleroi^oR  assuaiiii^  theeommand  of  the  army  of  Maly  dar- 
ling, the campaqpi  of  1701,  aitaeked^ withiHfwarrantaUe pre- 
aunptiony  Prince  Eu^ne  of  Savoy  in  bis  entr^iched  positieii 
ci  Chiari».OR  the  Og}io,  The  Freneh^geneaals^  Catinat  among 
the  rest^considexed  the  post. uaaMiilaUe;  ImI  Villeroi  insistedv 
and*  the  result  of  this  otherwise  unimportant  battle  war  the 
loss  of  th&  ^to  of  the  French  aHttj-^  It  woirid  have  been 
gi;Qater  still  but  finr  Catinaffr  exer^ioas* 

It  was  by  neglecting  the  saoie  p»acipie»  thai  the  Prinee  of 
Cond^v  in  the  campaign  of  1644,  failed  in  all  bis  attacks  upon 
tbe  attreaehed  positioa  of  thn  BasHurifta*  arnty.  The  Count- 
|]iferci».who  commanded  the  latter,  had- dfawn  up  his  cavalry 
skilfoUy  upon  the  plainr  vesting  upon  Preybe#gr  while  bis- 
infiifltry  occupied  the  mountam. 

After  many  fruitlesB  attempts,  the  Prince  of  Cond^,t  seetng^ 
ithe  impossibility  of  dislodging  the  enemy,  begati^  lo^  menace 
|hiS'Communicaiionr«*-but  theioKMent  Mevci  perceived  this»  he 
;broke  up  bis  campt  and  retired  bejroMt  the  Blaefe  Motmtain^. 

XXVIIL 
In  a  war  of  maroh*  arad  majicefttvre,  if  y^n  would' avoid  a 
baJUie  wifth  a  supamr  army,  it  is-  ntxeeoary  toemrench  every 
njght«.andJOceiqiy  a  good  defensive  position.    Those  natund 
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positions  which  are  ordinarily  met  with  are  not  sufficient  to 
protect  an  army  against  superior  numbers  without  recourse 
to  art. 

The  campaign  of  the  French  and  Spanish  army,  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  against  the  Portuguese,  in 
the  year  1706,  affords  a  good  lesson  on  this  subject.  The 
two  armies  almost  made  the  tour  of  Spain.  They  began  the 
campaign  near  Badajoz,  and  after  manceuvring  across  both 
Castilles,  finished  in  the  kingdoms  of  Valencia  and  Marcia. 
The  Duke  of  Berwick  encamped  his  army  eighty-five  times ; 
and  although  the  campaign  passed  without  a  general  action, 
he  took  about  10,000  prisoners  irom  the  enemy.  Marshal 
Turenne  also  made  a  fine  campaign  of  manoeuvre  against  the 
Count  Montecuculli,  in  1675. 

The  imperial  army  having  made  its  dispositions  to  pass  the 
Rhine  at  Strasburg,  Turenne  used  all  diligence,  and  throw- 
ing a  bridge  over  the  river  near  the  village  of  Ottenheim, 
three  leagues  below  Strasburg,  he  crossed  with  the  French 
army  and  encamped  close  to  the  little  tov«m  of  Velstct,  which 
he  occupied.  Thi«  position  covered  the  bridge  of  Strasburg, 
so  that  by  this  manoeuvre  Turenne  deprived  the  enemy  of 
all  approach  to  that  city. 

Upon  this  Montecuculli  made  a  movement  with  his  whole 
army,  threatening  the  bridge  at  Ottenheim,  by  which  the 
French  received  their  provisions  from  upper  Alsace. 

As  soon  as  Turenne  discovered  the  design  of  the  enemy, 
he  made  a  rapid  march  with  his  whole  force  upon  the  village 
of  Altenheim.  This  intermediate  position  between  the  two 
bridges  which  he  wished  to  preserve,  gave  him  the  advan- 
tage of  being  able  to  succour  either  of  these  posts  before  the 
enemy  had  time  to  carry  them.  Montecuculli,  seeing  that 
any  successful  attack  upon  the  bridges  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, resolved  to  pass  the  Rhine  below  Strasburg,  and  with 
this  view  returned  to  his  first  position  at  Ottenheim.  Mar- 
shal Turenne,  who  followed  all  the  movements  of  the  Aus- 
trian army,  brought  back  his  army  also  to  Yelstet. 

In  the  meantime,  this  attempt  of  the  enemy  having  con- 
vinced the  French  general  of  the  danger  to  which  his  bridge 
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had  exposed  him,  removed  it  nearer  lo  Jiat  of  Strasburg,  in 
order  to  diminish  the  extent  of  ground  he  had  to  defend. 

MontecucuUi  having  commanded  the  magistrates  of  Stras* 
burg  to  collect  materials  for  a  bridge^  moved  to  Scherzheim 
to  receive  them ;  but  Turenne  again  defeated  his  projects  by 
taking  a  position  at  Freistett,  where  he  occupied  the  islands 
of  the  Rhine,  and  immediately  constructed  a  stockade. 

Thus  it  was  that,  during  the  whole  of  this  campaign,  Tu- 
renne succeeded  in  gaining  the  initiative  of  the  enemy,  and 
obliging  him  to  follow  his  movements.  He  succeeded  also  by 
a  rapid  march  in  cutting  off  MontecucuUi  from  the  town  of 
Ofienburg,  from  when^  drew  his  supplies,  and  would  no 

doubt  have  prevented  the  Austrian  general  from  effecting  his 
junction  with  the  corps  of  Caprara,  had  not  a  cannon-shot 
terminated  this  great  man's  life. 

XXIX. 

A  general  of  ordinary  talent  occupying  a  bad  positbn,  and 
surprised  by  a  superior  force,  seeks  his  safety  in  retreat ;  bat 
a  great  captain  supplies  all  deficiencies  by  his  courage,  and 
marches  boldly  to  meet  the  attack.  By  this  means  he  dis- 
concerts liis  adversary;  and  if  this  last  shows  any  irresolu- 
tion in  his  movements,  a  skiliiil  leader,  profiting  by  his  inde- 
cision^  may  even  hope  for  victory,  or  at  least  employ  the  day 
in  manceiuvring — at  night  he  entrenches  himself,  or  falls  back 
to  a  better  position.  By  this  determined  conduct  he  main- 
tains the  honour  and  courage  of  his  army,  the  first  essentials 
to  all  military  superiority* 

In  1653,  Marshal  Turenne  was  surprised  by  the  Prince  of 
Condd,  in  a  po8iti<m  in  which  his  army  was  completely  com- 
promified.  He  had  the  power  indeed,  by  an  immediate  retreat, 
of  covering  himself  by  the  Somme,  which  he  possessed  the 
means  of  crossing  at  Peronne,  and  firom  whence  he  was  dis- 
tant only  half  a  league ;  but  fearing  the  influence  of  this 
retrograde  movement  on  the  morale  of  his  army,  Turenne 
balanced  all  disadvantages  by  his  courage,  and  marched 
boldly  to  meet  the  enemy  with  very  inferior  forces.-  After  [ 
maxdiing  a  league,  he  found  an  advantageous  position,  where 
he  made  every  disposition  for  a  battle.    It  was  three  o'dook 
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4^  rtm  ^umr  lam  wa^t. 

in- tha  afWaooft,  but  the  Spaniardsy  exbottflted  wHh  flrtigtte» 
hesitsled'  to  ^ttnA  him ;  and  THiremie'  hvring  covered  Kim- 
'self  wiA  en Ci vii^liuioiitB  diiraig*  the  mghfy  the  enemy  no 
loBgwr  dand'to  rish  a  general  action,  and  broilte  op  hi9  camp. 

XXX. 

The  transition  from  the  defensive  to  the  offensive,  is  one  of 
'the  most  delicate  operations  in  war. 

It  is  by  stodying^the  first  campaigns  of  Pfapoleon  in  Italy, 
I  that  vse  learn  what  genius  aiKl  befdness^  may  eflbct  in  pass- 
ing with  ut  army  from  the  defensive  to  the  oflensive.  The 
army  of  the  all^s,  connnanded  by  Genera!  Sbaolieu,  was 
provided' vnth  every  means  that  could  render  it  formidable. 
Its  feree  amomited  to  89,060  men,  and  two  hundred  pieces 
|of  ^innon.  The  Prewch  army  on  the  contrary  could  number 
scarcely  30,000  men  under  arms,  andthirty  peces  of  cannon. 
For  some  time  there  had  beeir  no  issue  of  meat,  and  even 
Umad  umgalartyi  soppWoA  The^inAiairy  was  tfl  clothed,  the 
ovf airy  wntehedHF  mounwd.    AK  the  Anao^  horses  Kidl' 

nbnkfitem  want^  so'that  tbe^  serviee  of  the- artillery  was 
peifonBed:b^ mates.  Toreimdy theser evih^ large dtstkaw^ 
jmswte'wewaecesDary ;  and«ticfr  was  tKe.s(afe^  cf  the  finances, 
4faat  the govmimont' had'Oriy  been  afile  to^Afuish  twoduju^ 
jsand  tsuinF  finr  thr  openiqg>  of  fhe  cai»paig«>  TheFrsndr 
Unmy  eoald  nar  possiUy  exist-  in^thi^  state:  T&  advance  or 
itet^cateeat  wtm  lAsobittsIy  ae^essaryL  Awuv-  of  ^advan- 
|tapi:ofsaifmk^ftte>  enemy  at  the  vwyeatset  ef  the  cam- 
Ipaign  by  some  decisive  blow,  Napotton*  prepamtf  for  it'  by 
reM3H«mg  tfaa  ssDftrtsroC  his  army. 

iot  a  psadamalioiiF  futt  of  6Hergy,  he'  reminded  them  iSntt 
aatigooiblvdwlii  akne  rsmamed^  for  them$  if  they  continued 
oar  tba  dafimiva;  fhar  dMy  had  noffiing'  ^  eapeet  fronr 
Fsaaccr  bat  emrjrtbiDig'fo  b^  from  vvctery.  <*  Abandsnce 
caiMBt»ya»  m  As  lbitil%  plains  of  Itatyy**  said  het  '^are  yon 
dafiomt;  sokbaia,  in  eonstnaey  or  in^  eouivge  f* 

BiiiMag'  by  ttemMnenr  of  entifasffasnr wMdi  He  had  in- 
spnait  Napotean-eomentrated  hnfivees'  mtftdet  to  All  witk 
hia  wtola  waight on* the  cMbrent  corps  of  theenemy.  1mtt» 
:dialaly  alterwawb,  the  battles  of  li&ntenofte;  Hlfasfano,  and 
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1^  arfifed  ftesfa  eo&Aieiiee  to  the:  b^  epuiioB' dready 
mlKT^Bmei  Bytbe  scrfSer  ferhb- chief;  and  Antr  army  wtikfr 
only  s  few  days- ago  vnm  encnnped  amid'  bama  roeki^  andP 
coBsmiieri  by fiuiiiiiei.aiteariiy88pii^ tatiieoenqtie^ of Kri^ 
In  one  month  after  the  opening  of  the  campaign',  Nkpofees 
had  terminated  the  war  with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  con- 
quered* the^  Bfilanese;  Rieh*  cantonmentB^  soon  cKsptdled'  ftom 
tk&  reeoHeetion  of  the  French  soldieTS  the  misery  andrfirtigM 
attendant  upon  this  rapid  march,  while  TigilantadtaftiniHte^ 
tienr  of  thereaowces  of  the  country  reorganised  the  maUnd 
of  the- French  army,  and  created^tbe  means-  necessary  fer-tfii» 
attainment  of  ftitttre  success.  Ahhough^  part-  of  tl^se  pff» 
oipleeare  more  particuhurry-appticable  toother  cons^iea^  yet 
some  lessons  are  contained  among  the  vest  that  m^  beitie*' 
ftd  te  the-  American  readter. 

XXXI. 

It  may  be  hiid  down  vev  a  prtoeiple,  that  the  line  of  opera- 
tiemr  sfioubi^  mxt  be  abandoned ;  but  it  isroneef  the  most  ricil- 
fitf  maacenvree m  war  tasknew  bow  t^  change  it,  wftswcar* 
eumslttiees  antharise  or  leader  tfaia  necessaiy.  An-  amy 
whicb  changes  skiHaHy  it»  tine  of  cperetieoi  deeeives-  the 
enemy^,  who  beeemes'  ^orant  wheat  te-  kefe  fer  its^rear,  or 
upon  what  weak  points  it  is  assailable. 

Frederick  the  Great  sometknea  changed  his  line  <^  opera- 
tienr  in  the  middle  crf'a  campaign;,  but  He  was  eaabtJMFtty  do 
this,  beeaosebe  waamanoravriRg*  at  that'  ttB»  m  tlla  eaatipe 
lefC^enaany,  aaabimAmf  ooairtiry,  eapaMe  of  seppIys^g^aB 
the  wanlaof  hirarmjrin'case his'cemnnniieattonrwi^l'PltH^ 
sia  were  intereepledl 

Utfrila! 'Ibrnme,  in  the  campaign  of  R'M^  gate  aphis 
tsae  eFcomawmeafien  to  the  alfies  kr  the  same  HMtansr ;  bat^ 
lifteiFrederk^f  he  was  carrying  on  Ae  war  at:  thia^aM  ia 
tte  centre'  of  Gennanyv  and  haviBf  fiUlea  wh^  Ms'  wMe 
fcicea  upon  Ram,  he  t«N4l  the  preeantfon  of  seeariag  ta^him^ 
self  a  dep6t  upon  which  to  establish  his  base  of  opemtiom. 
By  a  series  of  mamearres,  marked  idihe  by^  aadactty  and 
gennts;  he  subsequently  cempeHedtKe imperial'  anny  isFalNH^ 
don  ita  mi^aannea,  and  retire  into  Austria.ibr  wmtOTMittarlibfaB 
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But  these  arc  examples  which  appear  to  me  should  only  be 
imitated  when  we  have  taken  full  measure  of  the  capacity 
of  our  adversary y.  and  above  all,  when  we  see  no  reason  to 
apprehend  an  insurrection  in  the  country  to  which  we  trans- 
fer the  theatre  of  war. 

XXXII. 

When  an  army  carries  with  it  a  battering  train,  or  large 
convoys  of  sick  and  wounded,  it  cannot  march  by  too  short 
a  line  upon  its  depots. 

It  is  above  all  in  mountainous  countries,  and  in  those  inter- 
spersed with  woods  and  marshes,  that  it  is  of  importance  to 
observe  this  maxim ;  for  the  convoys  and  means  of  transpcM-t 
being  frequently  embarrassed  in  defile,  an  enemy,  by  manoeu- 
vring, nCiay  easily  disperse  the  escorts,  or  make  even  a  success- 
ful attack  upon  the  whole  army,  when  it  is  obliged,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  to  march  in  an  extended  column. 
XXXIII. 

The  art  of  encamping  in  position  is  the  same  as  taking  up 
the  line  in  order  of  battle  in  this  position.  To  this  end,  the 
artillery  should  be  advantageously  placed,  ground  should  be 
selected  which.is  not  commanded  or  liable  to  be  turned,  and, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  guns  should  cover  and  command  the 
surrounding  country. 

XXXIV. 

When  you  are  occupying  a  position  which  the  enemy 
threatens  to  surround,  collect  your  force  inunediately,  and 
menace  him  with  an  offensive  movement.  By  this  manoeuvre 
you  will  prevent  him  from  detaching  and  annoying  your 
flanks,  in  case  you  should  judge  it  necessary  to  retire. 

This  was  the  manoeuvre  practised  by  General  Dessaix,  in 
1778,  near  Radstadt.  He  made  up  for  inferiority  in  numbers 
by  audacity,  and  maintained  himself  the  whole  day  in  posi- 
tion, in  spite  of  the  vigorous  attacks  of  the  Archduke  Charles. 
At  night  he  efiected  his  retreat  in  good  order,  and  tcok  up  a 
position  in  the  rear. 

It  was  in  accordance  also  with  this  principle,  in  the  same 
campaign,  that  General  Moreau  gave  battle  at  Biberach,  to 
secure  his  retreat  by  the  passes  of  the  Black  Mountains.    A 
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few  days  after,  he  fought  at  Schiiengen  with  the  same  object. 
Placed  in  good  defensiye  position,  he  menaced  the  Archduke 
Charles  by  a  sudden  return  to  the  offensive,  while  his  artil- 
lery and  baggage  were  passing  the  Rhine  by  the  bridge  of 
Haningen,  and  he  was  making  all  the  necessary  dispositions 
for  retiring  behind  that  river  himself. 

Here,  however,  I  would  observe  that  the  execution  of  such 
offensive  demonstrations  should  be  deferred  always  till  to- 
wards the  evening,  in  order  that  you  may  not  be  compro- 
mised by  engaging  too  early  in  a  combat  which  you  cannot 
long  maintain  with  success.  Night  and  the  uncertainty  of 
the  enemy  after  an  affair  of  this  kind,  will  always  favour 
your  retreat  if  it  is  judged  necessary ;  but,  with  a  view  to 
mask  the  operation  more  effectually,  fires  should  be  lighted 
all  along  the  lines  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  prevent  him 
from  discovering  this  retrograde  movement ;  for  in  a  retreat 
it  is  a  great  advantage  to  gain  a  march  upon  your  adversary. 

XXXV. 

Never  lose  sight  of  this  maxim,  that  you  should  establish 
your  cantonments  at  the  most  distant  and  best  protected 
point  from  the  enemy,  especially  where  a  surprise  is  possible. 
By  this  means  you  will  have  time  to  unite  all  your  forces 
before  he  can  attack  you. 

In  the  campaign  of  1645,  Marshal  Turenne  lost  the  battle 
of  Marienthal  by  neglecting  this  principle ;  for  if,  instead  of 
reassembling  his  divisions  at  Erbsthausen,  he  had  rallied  his 
troops  at  Mergentheim  behind  the  Tauber,  his  army  would 
have  been  much  sooner  reunited,  and  Count  Merci,  in  place 
of  finding  only  3,000  men  to  fight  at  Erbsthausen,  (of  which 
he  was  well  informed,)  would  have  had  the  whole  French 
army  to  attack  in  a  position  covered  by  a  river. 

Some  one  having  indiscreetly  asked  Viscount  Turenne,  how 
he  had  lost  the  battle  of  Marienthal, — "  By  my  own  fault," 
replied  the  Marshal ;  "  but,"  added  he,  "  when  a  man  has 
committed  no  faults  in  war,  he  can  only  have  made  it  a  short 
time." 

XXXVI. 

When  two  armies  are  in  order  of  battle,  and  one  has  to 
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raliie  over  a  bridge,  while  die  other  has  the  circumferenoe 
of  Ibe  circle  open,  all  ihe  adv4uiti^ges  are  in  favour  of  the; 
Ivtler.  It  ts  then  a  |;eiieral  should  show  boldness,  strike  a^ 
'.decided  blnv.^  juid  saanoeavre  iipon  the  ilank  of  his  enemy. 
The  victory  is  in  his  hands. 

This  was  the  position  of  ihe  French  army  at  the  famous 
bailie  at  Leifgig,  which  terminated  the  campaign  of  1813  so 
fatally  to  Napoleon,  for  the  battle  of  Hanau  was  of  no  con- 
sequence comparatively  in  the  desperate  situation  of  that 
army. 

It  would  appear  that  -in  a  situation  like  that  of  the  French 
array  previous  to  the  battle  of  Leipzig*  a  general  should  never  • 
•calcuiate  ufion  any  of  those  lucky  chances  which  may  rise 
omA  of  a  return  to  the  c^ensive,  but  that  he  should  rather 
adopt  every  possible  means  to  secure  his  retreat.  With  this 
view,  he  should  immediately  cover  himself  with  good  en- 
traBchments,  lo  enable  him  to  repel  with  inferior  numbers 
the  attack  of  the  enemy,  while  his  own  equipments  are  cross- ^ 
ing  the  river.  As  fast  as  the  troc^  reach  the  other  side, 
fhey  should  occupy  positions  to  protect  the  passage  of  the 
near  guard,  and  this  last  should  be  covered  by  a  tSte  de  pont 
as  soon  as  the  army  breaks  up  its  camp.  During  die  wars 
of  the  French  revolution  little  regard  was  paid  to  entrench- 
ments by  the  European  powers ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  we 
have  seen  large  armies  dispersed  after  a  sin;^  reverse,  and 
the  Tate  of  nations  eompromised  by  the  issue  of  one  battle. 
XXXVII. 

It  is  contrary  to  all  true  principle,  to  make  corps  which 
Jiave  no  communication  act  separately  against  a  central  force 
wliQse  communications  are  open. 

The  Austrians  lost  the  battle  of  Hohenlinden  by  neglect- 
ing this  principle.  The  imperial  army,  under  the  orders  of 
the  Archduke  John,  was  divided  into  lour  columns,  which 
had  to  march  through  an  immense  forest,  previous  to  their 
jwction  in  the  plain  of  Anzing,  where  they  intended  to  sur- 
prise the  French.  But  these  diflerent  corps,  having  no  direct 
communication,  found  themselves -compelled  to  engage  sepa-, 
ralely  with  an  enemy  who  had  taken  the  precaution  of  con-! 


MIXITAKT   MASiSS  •4«fO  ^fUMtl 


OPERATIOlfS. 


-m-' 


oeitfrftttag  his  WMtes,4ttid  who  could  mcfve  them  with  foei' 
illy  ifi  a  coyotry  with  ifUch  ke  bsd  ^beea  hmg  jae^icmiy 

Thus  :Uie  AwKirmn  anny»  enolaaed  in  tlie  defiles  of  tlie 
fiNreert  with  its  mhoie  train  <tf  miUery  and  baggage,  mrns 
attacked  in  its  flanks  and  rear,  and  the  Avcfaikike  Jo^  was 
oaly  endikd  to  rally  fatt  dbpenul  and  riiattered  diviiions 
imder  -eover  of  the  ni^t.  The  trollies  obtained  hy  the 
Fraieh  army  on  this  day  were  imraense.  They  consisted  of 
llfiOO  pritooerv,  one  hoiuked  pieces  of  cannon,  sereral  stand: 
of  colours,  and  all  the  baggage  of  the  enenqr. 

The  b»Ule  of  HohenUnden  decided  the  fate  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1606,  and  his  brilliant  and  wellnnerited  success 
•placed  MoMan  in  the  vBaak  of  the  ftrst  generals  of  the  age. 
XXXYIIL 

When  ^an  army  is  driven  from  a  first  position,  the  retreat- 
ing coltinins  shoilld  rally  alwayB  «dfliciently  in  the  rear  toi 
prevent  any  interruption  from  the  enemy.  The  greatest  dis- 
aster that  can  happen,  is  when  the  columns  are  attacked  in! 
detail,  and  before  their  junction.  { 

One  great  advantage  which,  resuks  from  rallying  yourj 
columns  on  a  point  hr  removed  from  the  field  of  battle,  ori 
from  the  position  previously  occupied,  is  that  the  enemy  isi 
Jeft  in  uncertainty  of  the  direction  you  mean  to  take. 

If  he  divides  his  force  to  pursue  yon,  be  -exposes  himself  to 
see  his  detachments  beaten  in  detail,  especially  if  you  have 
e^^rted  all  due  diligence,  and  efleoted  the  Junction  of  your- 
iroops  in  sufficient  time  4o  get  betvnsen  Jiis  columns  and  dis- 
jierse  them  one  after  the  other.  It  was  by  a  nianoewrre4^ 
this  kind,  in  the  campaign  of  Italy  in  1799,  that  General  Jile- 
las  gained  the  battle  of  Genda. 

General  Chan\pionet  commanded  the  French  army«  and 
- 1  endeavoured  to  cut  ofi"  the  communication  of  the  Austrians 
I '  with  Turin,  by  employing  corps  which  manoBUVsed  sqia- 
rately  to  get  into  their  rear.  Melasi  who  divined  his  lurcyeet, 
made  a  retrograde  march,  by  which  he  persuaded  his  adver-1 
sary  that  he  was  in  full  retreat,  although  the  real  object  of! 
km  awvemcttt  was  te  t^neentrate  his  ferces  at  the  pomt  ^ed^ 
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for  the  junction  of  the  different  detachments  of  the  French 
army,  and  which  he  beat  and  dbpersed  one  after  another  by 
his  great  superiority  in  numbers.  The  result  of  this  ma- 
noBUvre,  in  which  the  Austrian  general  displayed  vigour, 
decision,  and  coup  dCcsih  secured  to  him  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  Piedmont. 

It  was  also  by  the  neglect  of  this  principle  that  General 
Beaulieu,  who  connnanded  the  Austro-Sardinian  army  in  the 
campaign  of  1796,  lost  the  battle  of  Milesimo  after  that  of 
Montenotte.  His  object  in  endeavouring  to  rally  his  diflferent 
corps  upon  Milesimo,  was  to  cover  the  high  roads  of  Turin 
and  Milan ;  but  Napoleon,  aware  of  the  advantages  arising 
from  the  ardour  of  troops  emboldened  by  recent  success, 
attacked  him  before  he  could  assemble  his  divisions,  and  by 
a  series  of  skilful  manoeuvres,  succeeded  in  separating  the 
combined  armies.  They  retired  in  the  greatest  disorder — 
the  one  by  the  road  of  Milan,  the  other  by  that  of  Turin. 

XXXIX. 

A  retiring  army  is  not  always  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  its 
own  frontier ;  it  may  sometimes  change  the  direction  of  its 
<^rations,  as  Frederick  did  after  the  siege  of  Olmutz,  in 
1758,  who,  instead  of  returning  into  Silesia,  changed  his  line 
and  marched  into  Bohemia.  This  measure  was  also  proposed 
to  Napoleon  before  the  battle  of  Leipzig.  He  was  advised 
to  approach  the  Elbe,  call  in  the  corps  of  St.  Cyr  from  Dres- 
den, cross  the  river  about  Wittemberg  and  descend  by  the 
right  bank  towards  Magdeburg.  The  Prussian  and  northern 
armies,  being  on  the  left  of  the  Elbe,  could  have  prevented 
the  destruction  of  Berlin,  Potsdam  and  Brandenburg.  And 
fix>m  Magdeburg,  reinforced  with  its  vast  garrison,  and  con- 
nected with  the  Danes  and  the  corps  of  Davoust  at  Hamburg, 
he  could  have  operated  by  a  new  line,  having  his  conmiuni- 
cations  open  by  Wesel,  Cassel,  and  all  the  fortresses  of  Hol- 
land. There  were,  however,  many  and  probably  superior 
reasons,  which  made  him  reject  these  proposals. 

XL, 
No  force  sboold  be  detached  on  the  eve  of  battle,  because 
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affurs  my  chaage  during  the  night*  either  by  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  or  by  the  arrival  of  large  reinforcements  to  enar 
bie  him  to  reaoroe  the  oflfensive,  and  counteract  your  prevuMis 
diqxwitions. 

In  1796«  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  the  Mouse,  com- 
manded by  General  Jourdan,  eflfected  a  retreat  which  was 
rendered  still  more  diflkult  by  the  loss  of  his  line  of  commu- 
nication. Seeing,  however,  the  forces  of  the  Archduke 
Charles  disseminated,  Jourdan,  in  order  to  accomplish  his 
retreat  upon  Frankfort,  resolved  to  open  himself  a  way  by 
Wurtzburg,  where  there  were  at  that  moment  only  two  divi- 
sions of  the  Austrian  army.  This  movement  would  have 
been  attended  with  success  if  the  French  general,  believing 
he  had  simply  these  two  divisions  to  contend  with,  had  not 
conunitted  the  error  of  separating  himself  from  the  corps  of 
Le  Fevre,  which  he  left  at  Schweinfurt,  to  cover  the  only 
direct  communication  of  the  army  with  its  base  of  operation. 

The  commission  of  this  fault  at  the  outset,  added  to  some 
slowness  of  the  march  of  th^  French  general,  secured  the 
victory  of  the  Archduke,  who  hastened  to  concentrate  his 
forces.  The  arrival  of  the  two  divisions  also  of  Kray  and 
Wartesleben  during  the  battle,  enabled  him  to  oppose  50,000 
men  to  the  French  army,  which  scarcely  numbered  30,000 
combatants.  This  last  was  consequently  beaten  and  obliged 
to  continue  its  retreat  by  the  mountains  of  Fuldes,  where  the 
badness  of  the  roads  could  be  equalled  only  by  the  difficulty 
of  the  country. 

The  division  of  Le  Fevre,  amounting  to  14,000  men,  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  turned  the  scale  in  favour  of  Jourdan, 
had  this  last  not  unfortunately  conceived  that  two  divisions 
only  were  opposing  his  passage  to  Wurtzburg. 

XLI. 

When  you  have  resolved  to  fight  a  battle,  collect  your 
whole  force ;  dispense  with  nothing;  a  single  battalion  some- 
times decides  the  day. 

It  migjht  here  be  observed,  that  it  is  prudent  before  a  battle 
to  fix  upon  some  point  in  rear  of  the  reserve  for  the  junction 
of  the  different  detachments ;  for  if,  from  unforeseen  circum- 
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Stances,  these  detachments  should  be  prevented  from  joining 
before  the  action  has  commenced^  they  would  be  exposed,  in 
case  a  retrograde  movement  should  have  been  found  neces- 
sary, to  the  masses  of  the  enemy.  It  is  desirable  also  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  ignorance  of  these  reinforcements  in  order 
to  employ  them  with  greater  efiect.  A  seasonable  reinforce- 
ment, says  Frederick,  renders  the  success  of  the  battle  cer- 
tain, because  the  enemy  will  always  imagine  it  stronger  than 
it  is,  and  lose  courage  accordingly. 

XLII. 

Nothing  is  so  rash  or  so  contrary  to  principle,  as  to  make 
a  flank  march  before  an  army  in  position,  especially  when 
this  army  occupies  heights  at  the  foot  of  which  you  are  forced 
to  defile. 

It  was  by  the  neglect  of  this  principle  that  Frederick  was 
beaten  at  Kolin,  in  the  first  campaign  of  1757.  Notwith- 
standing prodigies  of  valour,  the  Prussians  lost  15,000  men 
and  a  great  portion  of  their  artillery,  while  the  loss  of  the 
Austrians  did  not  exceed  5,000  men.  The  consequence  of 
this  battle  was  more  unfortunate  still,  since  it  obliged  the 
King  of  Prussia  to  raise  the  siege  of  Prague  and  to  evacuate 
Bohemia. 

It  was  also  by  making  a  flank  march  before  the  Prussian 
army,  that  the  French  lost  the  battle  of  Rosbach. 

This  imprudent  movement  was  still  more  to  be  reprehended, 
because  the  Prince  de  Soubise,  who  commanded  the  French 
army,  had  carried  his  indiscretions  so.  far  as  to  manceuvre, 
without  either  advanced  guards  or  flanking  corps,  in  presence 
of  the  enemy.  The  result  was,  that  his  army,  consisting  of 
50,000  men,  was  beaten  by  six  battalions  and  thirty  squad- 
rons. The  French  lost  7,000  men,  twenty-seven  standards, 
and  a  great  number  of  cannon.  The  Prussians  had  only 
3,000  n>en  hors  de  combaL 

Thus,  by  having  forgotten  this  principle,  that  a  Jlank  march 
If  never  to  he  made  before  an  enemy  in  line  of  battle,  Frede- 
rick lost  his  army  at  Kolin ;  and  Soubise,  at  Rosbach,  lost 
both  his  army  and  his  honour. 
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XLIII. 

When  you  detennine  to  risk  a  battle,  reserve  to  yourself 
every  possible  chance  of  success,  more  particularly  if  you 
have  to  deal  with  an  adversary  of  superior  talent ;  for  if  you 
are  beaten,  even  in  the  midst  of  your  magazines  and  your 
communications,  woe  to  the  vanquished ! 

We  should  make  war,  says  Marshal  Saxe,  without  leaving 
anything  to  hazard ;  and  in  this  especially  consists  the  talent 
of  a  general.  But  when  we  have  incurred  the  risk  of  a 
battle,  we  should  know  how  to  profit  by  the  victory,  and  not 
merely  content  ourselves,  according  to  custom,  with  pos- 
session of  the  field. 

It  was  by  neglecting  to  follow  up  the  first  success,  that  the 
Austrian  army,  after  gaining  the  field  of  Marengo,  saw  itself 
compelled  on  the  following  day  to  evacuate  the  whole  of 
Italy. 

General  Melas,  observing  the  French  in  retreat,  left  the 
direction  of  the  movements  of  his  army  to  the  chief  of  his 
staflf,  and  retired  to  Alexandria  to  repose  from  the  fatigues  of 
the  day.  Colonel  Zach,  equally  convinced  with  his  general 
that  the  French  army  was  completely  broken,  and  consisted 
only  of  fiigitives,  formed  the  divisions  in  column  of  route. 
By  this  arrangement  the  imperial  army  prepared  to  enter 
upon  its  victorious  march  in  a  formation  not  less  than  three 
miles  in  depth. 

It  was  near  four  o^clock  when  General  Dessaix  rejoined  the 
French  army  with  his  division.  His  presence  restored,  in 
some  degree,  an  equality  between  the  contending  forces ;  and 
yet  Napoleon  hesitated  for  a  moment  whether  to  resume  the 
offensive,  or  to  make  use  of  this  corps  to  secure  his  retreat. 
The  ardour  of  the  troops  to  return  to  the  charge  decided  hid 
irresolution.  He  rode  rapidly  along  the  fix>nt  of  his  divisions, 
and  addressing  the  soldiers,  **  We  have  retired  far  emmgh  far 
Uhday,  you  knew  I  always  deep  upon  the  fidd  of  bott/e." 

The  army,  with  unanimous  shout,  proclaimed  to  him  a  pro* 
mise  of  victory.  Napoleon  resumed  the  offensive.  The  Aus- 
trian advanced  guard,  panic-struck  at  the  sight  of  a  formi* 
^ble  and  unbroken  body  presenting  itself  suddenly  at  a 
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point  where,  a  few  moments  before,  only  fugitives  were  to  be 
spen,  went  to  the  right-about,  and  carried  disorder  into  the 
mass  of  its  columns.  Attacked  inunediately  afterwards  with 
impetuosity  in  its  front  and  flank,  the' Austrian  army  was 
completely  routed* 

Marshal  Daun  experienced  nearly  the  same  fate  as  General 
Melas,  at  the  battle  of  Torgau,  in  the  campaign  of  1760. 
The  position  of  the  Austrian  army  was  excellent.  It  had  its 
left  upon  Torgau,  its  right  on  the  plateau  of  Siptitz,  and  its 
front  covered  by  a  large  sheet  of  water. 

Frederick  proposed  to  turn  its  right  in  order  to  make  an 
attack  upon  the  rear.  For  this  purpose  he  divided  his  army 
into  two  corps,  the  one  under  the  orders  of  Ziethen,  with 
instructions  to  attack  in  front,  foUowing  the  edge  of  the  wa- 
ter; the  other,  under  his  own  immediate  command,  with 
which  he  set  out  to  turn  the  right  of  the  Austrians ;  but 
Marshal  Daun  having  had  intimation  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  changed  his  front  by  countermarching,  and  was 
thus  enabled  to  repel  the  attacks  of  Frederick,  whom  he 
obliged  to  retreat.  The  two  corps  of  the  Prussian  army  had 
been  acting  without  communication.  Zeithen,  in  the  mean- 
time, hearing  the  fire  recede,  concluded  that  the  king  had 
been  beaten,  and  commenced  a  movement  by  his  left  in  order 
lo  rejoin  him;  but  falling  in  with  two  battalions  of  the 
reserve,  the  Prussian  general  profited  by  this  reinforcement 
to  resume  the  oflfensive.  Accordingly  lie  renewed  the  attack 
with  vigour,  got  possession  of  the  plateau  of  Siptitz,  and  soon 
after  of  the  whole  field  of  battle.  The  sun  had  already  set 
when  the  King  of  Prussia  received  the  news  of  this  unex; 
pected  good  fortune.  He  returned  in  all  haste,  took  advan- 
tage of  the  night  to  restore  order  in  his  disorganized  army, 
and  the  day  after  the  battle  occupied  Torgau. 

Maiahal  Daun  was  receiving  congratulations  upon  his  vic- 
tory when  he  heard  that  the  Prussians  had  resumed  the  ofllen- 
siEve.  He  immediately  commanded  a  retreat,  and  at  day- 
faroak  the  Austrians  passed  the  Elbe  with  the  loss  of  12,000 
uiamt  8|000  priaqaers,  and  forty^-five  pieces  of  cannon. 

After  the  battb  of  Marei^,  General  Melas,  although  in 
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the  midst  of  his  fortresses  and  magazines^  saw  himself  com- 
pelled  to  abandon  everything  in  order  to  save  the  wreck  of 
his  army.  (Toneral  Mack  capitulated  after  the  battle  of  Ulm, 
although  in  the  centre  of  his  own  country. 

The  Prussians,  in  spite  of  their  depdts  and  reserve,  were 
obliged,  after  the  battle  of  Jena,  and  the  French  after  that 
of  Waterloo,  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

Hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  misfortune  that  reisuUs 
from  the  loss  of  a  battle,  does  not  consist  so  much  in  the  de- 
struction of  men  and  of  matSrid  as  in  the  discouragement 
which  follows  this  disaster.  The  courage  and  confidence  of 
the  victors  augment  in  proportion  as  those  of  the  vanquished 
diminish ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  resources  of  an  army,  it 
win  be  fennd  that  retreat  vnll  degenerate  rapidly  into  a 
rout,  unless  the  general-in-chief  shall  succeed,  by  combining 
boldness  with  skill,  and  perseverance  with  firmness,  in  restor- 
ing the  morale  of  his  army. 

XLIV. 

The  duty  of  an  advanced  guard  does  not  consist  in  advanc- 
ing or  retiring,  but  in  manoeuvring.  An  advanced  guard 
should  be  composed  of  light  cavalry,  supported  by  a  reserve 
of  heavy  guards,  by  battalions  of  infantry,  supported  also  by 
artillery.  An  advanced  guard  should  consist  of  picked 
troops,  and  the  general  officers,  officers  and  men,  should  be 
selected  for  their  respective  capabilities  and  knowledge.  A 
corps  deficient  in  instruction,  is  only  an  embarrassment  to  an 
advanced  guard. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Frederick,  that  an  advanced  guard 
should  be  composed  of  detachments  of  troops  of  all  arms. 
The  commander  should  possess  skill  in  the  choice  of  ground, 
and  he  should  take  care  to  be  instantly  informed,  by  means 
of  numerous  patroles,  of  everything  passing  in  the  enemy*s 
camp. 

In  war,  it  is  not  the  business  of  the  advanced  guard  to 
fi|^t,  but  to  observe  the  enemy,  in  order  to  cover  the  move- 
ments of  the  army.  When  in  pursuit,  the  advanced  guard 
siKNild  charge  with  vigour,  and  cut  off  the  baggage  and  inso- 
teted  corps  of  the  retiring  enemy.    For  this  purpose  it  ihouM 
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be  reinforced  with  all  the  disposable  light  cavalry  of  the 
army. 

XLV. 

When  the  Athenians  were  in  a  state  of  hostility  with 
Philip  of  Macedon,  Demosthenes,  who  was  an  advocate  of 
the  war,  advised  the  Athenians  to  make  the  war  at  the  great- 
est distance  they  could  from  Attica.  Phocion,  who  opposed 
the  war,  said  to  him,  "  My  friend,  consider  not  so  much  tohere 
we  shall  fights  as  how  we  shall  conquer ;  for  victory  is  the  only 
thing  that  can  keep  the  war  at  a  distance :  if  we  are  beaten, 
every  danger  will  soon  be  at  our  gates." 

XLVI. 

It  is  contrary  to  all  the  usages  of  war,  to  allow  parks  or 
batteries  of  artillery  to  enter  a  defile  unless  you  hold  the 
other  extremity.  In  case  of  retreat,  the  guns  will  embarrass 
your  movements  and  be  lost.  They  should  be  left  in  position 
under  a  sufficient  escort  until  you  are  master  of  the  opening. 

Nothing  encumbers  the  march  of  an  army  so  much  as  a 
quantity  of  baggage.  In  the  campaign  of  1796,  Napoleon 
abandoned  his  battering  train  under  the  wall  of  Mantua,  after 
spiking  his  guns  and  destroying  the  carriages.  By  this  sacri- 
fice, he  acquired  a  facility  of  manceuvring  rapidly  his  little 
army,  and  obtained  the  initiative  as  well  as  a  general  supe- 
riority over  the  numerous  but  divided  forces  of  Marshal 
Wurmser. 

In  1799,  during  his  retreat  in  Italy,  General  Moreau  being 
compelled  to  manoeuvre  among  the  mountains,  preferred  sepa- 
rating himself  entirely  from  his  reserve  artillery,  which  he 
directed  upon  France  by  the  Col  de  Fenestrelle,  rather  than 
embarrass  his  march  with  this  part  of  his  equipment. 

XLVII. 
Plutarch  tells  us  that  when  Alexander  the  Great  besieged 
Sisimethres  upon  a  rock  extremely  steep  and  apparently  in- 
accessible, and  saw  his  men  greatly  discouraged  at  the  enter- 
prise, he  asked  Oxyartes,  '^  Whether  Sisimethres  was  a  man 
of  spirit  1"  And  being  answered,  "  That  he  was  timorous 
and  dastardly,"  he  said,  «  You  inform  me  the  rock  maybe 
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taken,  since  there  is  no  strength  in  its  defender,"     He  intimi- 
date^  Sisimethres,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  fort. 

XLVIII. 

It  should  be  laid  down  as  a  principle,  never  to  leave  inter* 
vals  by  which  the  enemy  can  penetrate  between  corps  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  unless  it  be  to  draw  him  into  a  snare. 

In  the  campaign  of  1757,  the  Prince  of  Lorraine,  who  was 
covering  Prague  with  the  Austrian  army,  perceived  the  Prus- 
sians threatening,  by  a  flank  movement,  to  turn  his  right.  He 
immediately  ordered  a  partial  change  of  front  by  throwiag 
back  the  infantry  of  that  wing,  so  as  to  form  a  right  angle 
with  the  rest  of  the  line.  But  this  manoeuvre  being  executed 
in  presence  of  the  enemy,  was  not  effected  without  some  dis* 
order.  The  heads  of  the  columns  having  marched  too  quick, 
caused  the  rear  to  lengthen  out,  and  when  the  line  was  formed 
to  the  right,  a  large  interval  appeared  at  the  salient  angle. 
Frederick,  observing  this  error,  hastened  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  He  directed  his  centre  corps,  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Severn,  to  throw  itself  into  this  opening,  and  by  this  ma- 
iKBuvre  decided  the  fate  of  the  battle. 

The  Prince  of  Lorraine  returned  to  Prague,  beaten  and 
pursued,  with  the  loss  of  16,000  men,  and  two  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon. 

It  should  be  observed  at  the  same  time,  that  this  operation 
of  throwing  a  corps  into  the  intervals  made  by  an  army  in 
line  of  battle,  should  never  be  attempted  unless  you  are  at 
least  equal  in  force,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  outflanking 
the  enemy  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other ;  for  it  is  then  only 
you  can  hope  to  divide  his  army  in  the  centre,  and  insulate 
the  wings  entirely.  If  you  are  inferior  in  number,  you  run 
the  risk  of  being  stopped  by  the  reserve,  and  overpowered 
by  the  enemy's  wings,  which  may  deploy  upon  your  flank 
and  surround  you. 

XLIX. 
The  right  ordering  of  an  army,  whether  in  marching,  fight- 
ing, or  encamping,  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  office  of  a  gene- 
ral, said  Socrates :  for  he  must  likewise  take  care  that  none 
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of  the  necessaries  of  war  be  wanting^  and  that  his  soldiers 
are  supplied  with  everything  needful,  as  well  for  their  health 
as  daily  subsistence.  He  should  be  diligent,  patient,  fruitful 
in  expedient,  quick  in  apprehension,  unwearied  in  labour; 
mildness  and  severity  must  each  have  their  place  in  him : 
equally  able  to  secure  his  own,  and  take  away  that  which 
belongeth  to  another.  Open,  yet  reserved;  rapacious,  yet 
profuse;  generous,  yet  avaricious;  cautious,  yet  bold;  be» 
sides  many  other  talents,  both  natural  and  acquired,  are 
necessary  for  him  who  would  discharge  properly  the  duties 
of  a  good  general.  Yet  I  do  not  esteem  the  right  disposition 
of  an  army  a  slight  thing;  on  the  contrary,  said  he,  nothing 
can  be  of  so  much  importance,  since,  without  order,  no  advan* 
tage  can  arise  from  numbers  any  more  than  fr(»n  stones,  and 
bricks,  and  tiles,  and  timbers,  thrown  together  at  rajidom ; 
but  when  they  are  disposed  in  their  proper  places,  we  may 
see  a  regular  edifice  arising,  which  afterward  becomes  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  our  possessi<ms. 

L. 

When  the  enemy's  army  is  covered  by  a  river,  upon  which 
he  holds  several  t&tet  de  panU,  do  not  attack  in  fix^nt.  This 
would  divide  your  force  and  expose  you  to  be  turned.  Ap> 
proach  the  river  in  echelon  of  columns,  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  leading  columns  shall  be  the  only  one  the  enemy  can 
attack  without  offering  you  his  flank.  In  the  meantime  let 
your  light  troops  occupy  the  bank,  and  when  you  have  de« 
cided  on  the  point  of  passage,  rush  upon  it  and  fling  across 
your  bridge.  Observe,  that  the  point  of  passage  should  be 
always  at  a  distance  from  the  leading  echelon,  in  order  to 
deceive  the  enemy. 

If  you  occupy  a  town  or  village  on  the  bank  of  a  river, 
opposite  to  that  held  by  the  enemy,  it  is  an  advantage  to 
make  this  spot  the  crossing  point,  because  it  is  easier  to  cover 
your  carriages  and  reserve  artillery,  as  well  as  to  mask  the 
construction  of  your  bridge  in  a  town  than  in  the  open  coun- 

Itry.  It  is  also  a  great  advantage  to  pass  a  river  opposite  a 
village  vfhesk  this  last  is  only  weakly  occupied ;  because  as 
soon  as  the  advanced  guard  reaches  the  other  side,  it  carries 
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this  post,  makes  a  ]odgiiient»  and  by  throwing  up  a  few  de* 
fensive  works,  converts  it  easily  into  a  tete  de  pont 

By  this  means,  the  rest  of  the  army  is  enabled  to  eflfect 
the  passage  with  facility. 

LI. 

From  the  moment  you  are  master  of  a  position  which  com- 
mands the  opposite  bank,  facilities  are  acquired  for  effecting 
the  passage  of  the  river ;  above  all,  if  this  position  is  suffi- 
ciently  extensive  to  place  upon  it  artillery  in  force.  This 
advantage  is  diminished,  if  the  river  is  more  than  six  hun- 
dred yards  in  breadth,  because  the  distance  being  out  of  the 
range  of  grape,  it  is  easy  for  the  troops  which  defend  the 
passage  to  line  the  bank  and  get  under  cover.  Hence  it  fol- 
lows, that  if  the  grenadiers  ordered  to  pass  the  river  for  the 
protection  of  the  bridge,  should  reach  the  other  side,  they 
would  be  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  because  his 
batteries,  placed  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred  yards  from 
the  landing,  are  capable  of  the  most  destructive  eifect, 
although  removed  above  one  thousand  yards  from  the  batte- 
ries of  the  crossing  force.  Thus  the  advantage  of  the  artil- 
lery would  be  exclusively  his.  For  the  same  reason,  the 
passage  is  impraeticable  unless  you  succeed  in  surprising  the 
enemy,  and  are  protected  by  an  intermediate  island,  or  unless 
you  are  able  to  take  advantage  of  an  angle  in  the  river  to 
estaUish  a  cross-fire  upon  his  works.  In  this  case,  the  island 
or  angle  forms  a  natural  tete  de  pont,  and  gives  advantage  in 
artiUery  to  the  attacking  army.  When  a  river  is  less  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  in  breadth,  and  you  have  a 
post  upon  the  other  side,  the  troops  which  are  thrown  across 
derive  such  advantage  from  the  protection  of  your  artillery, 
that,  however  small  the  angle  may  be,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
enemy  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  bridge.  In  this  case, 
the  most  skilful  generals,  when  diey  have  discovered  the  pro- 
ject of  their  adversary,  and  brought  their  own  army  to  the 
point  of  crossing,  usually  content  themselves  with  opposing 
the  passage  of  the  bridge,  by  fonning  a  semicircle  round  its 
extremity,  as  pound  the  opening  of  a  defile,  and  removing  to 
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the  distance  of  six  or  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  fire  of  the 
opposite  side. 

Frederick  observes,  that  the  passage  of  great  rivers  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  operations 
in  war.  Success  on  these  occasions  depends  on  secrecy,  on 
the  rapidity  of  the  manoeuvres,  and  the  punctual  execution 
of  the  orders  given  for  the  movements  of  each  division.  To 
pass  such  an  obstacle  in  presence  of  an  enemy,  and  without 
his  knowledge,  it  is  necessary  not  only  that  the  previous  dis- 
positions should  be  well  conceived,  but  that  they  should  be 
executed  without  confusion. 

In  the  campaign  of  1705,  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  wish- 
ing to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  Prince  of  Piedmont, 
sought  for  a  favourable  point  at  which  to  force  the  passage  of 
the  Adda,  defended  at  that  time  by  the  French  army  under 
the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Vendome. 

After  having  selected  an  advantageous  situation.  Prince 
Eugene  erected  a  battery  of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  on  a 
position  which  commanded  the  entire  of  the  opposite  banks, 
and  covered  his  infantry  by  a  line  of  entrenched  parallels, 
constructed  on  the  slope  of  the  declivity. 

They  were  working  vigorously  at  the  bridge,  when  the 
Duke  of  Vendome  appeared  with  his  whole  army.  At  first 
he  seemed  determined  to  oppose  its  construction,  but  after 
having  examined  the  position  of  Prince  Eugene,  he  judged 
this  to  be  impracticable. 

He  therefore  placed  his  army  out  of  reach  of  the  prince's 
batteries,  resting  both  his  wings  upon  the  river,  so  as  to  form 
a  bow,  of  which  the  Adda  was  the  chord.  He  then  covered 
himself  with  entrenchments  and  abbatis,  and  was  thus  ena- 
bled to  charge  the  enemy's  columns  whenever  they  debouched 
from  the  bridge,  and  to  beat  them  in  detail. 

Eugene  having  reconnoitred  the  position  of  the  French, 
considered  the  passage  impossible.  He  therefore  withdrew 
the  bridge  and  broke  up  his  camp  during  the  night. 

LII. 

It  is  difficult  to  prevent  an  enemy  supplied  with  pontoons, 
from  crossing  a  river.    When  the  object  of  an  army  which 


MIUTARY   MAXima  AND   WARLIKE  OPERATIONSr 


59 


defends  the  passage  is  to  cover  a  siege,  the  moment  the  gene- 
ral has  ascertained  his  inability  to  oppose  the  passage,  he 
should  take  measures  to  arrive  before  the  enemy,  at  an  inter- 
mediate position  between  the  river  he  defends  and  the  place 
he  desires  to  cover. 

Here  it  may  be  observed,  that  this  intermediate  position 
should  be  reconnoitred,  or  rather  well  entrenched,  before- 
hand ;  for  the  enemy  will  be  unable  to  make  an  ofiensive 
movement  against  the  corps  employed  in  the  siege,  until  he 
has  beaten  the  army  of  observation ;  and  this  last,  under 
cover  of  its  camp,  may  always  await  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity to  attack  him  in  flank  or  in  rear. 

Besides,  the  army  which  is  once  entrenched  in  this  manner, 
has  the  advantage  of  being  concentrated ;  while  that  of  the 
enemy  must  act  in  detachments,  if  he  wishes  to  cover  his 
bridge  and  watch  the  movements  of  the  army  of  observatioui 
so  as  to  enable  him  to  attack  the  besieging  corps  in  its  line, 
without  being  exposed  to  an  attempt  on  his  rear,  or  being 
menaced  with  the  loss  of  his  bridge. 

LIII. 

In  the  campaign  of  1645,  Turenne  was  attacked  with  his 
army  before  Philipsburg,  by  a  very  superior  force.  There 
was  no  bridge  here  over  the  Rhine,  but  he  took  advantage  of 
the  ground  between  the  river  and  the  place  to  establish  his 
camp.  This  should  serve  as  a  lesson  to  engineer  olficers,  not 
merely  in  the  construction  of  fortresses,  but  of  tetes  de  pont. 
A  space  should  always  be  left  between  the  fortress  and  the 
river,  where  an  army  may  form  and  rally  without  being 
obliged  to  throw  itself  into  the  place,  and  thereby  compro- 
mise its  security.  An  army  retiring  upon  Mayence  before  a 
pursuing  enemy,  is  necessarily  compromised ;  for  this  reason, 
because  it  requires  more  than  a  day  to  pass  the  bridge,  and 
because  the  lines  of  Cassel  are  too  confined  to  admit  an  army 
to  remain  there  without  being  blocked  up.  Pour  hundred 
yards  should  have  been  left  between  that  place  and  the  Rhine. 
It  is  essential,  that  all  tStes  de  pont  before  great  rivers  should 
be  constructed  upon  this  principle,  otherwise  they  will  prove 
a  very  ineflicient  assistance  to  protect  the  passage  of  a  re- 
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treating  army.  Tetes  de  ponU  &«  I&id  down  in  the  French 
schools,  are  of  use  only  for  small  rivers,  the  passage  of  which 
is  comparatively  short. 

Marshal  Saxe,  in  the  campaign  of  1741,  having  passed  the 
Moldau  in  quest  of  a  detachment  of  14,000  men,  which  was 
about  to  throw  itself  into  Prague,  left  a  thousand  infantry 
upon  that  river,  with  orders  to  entrench  themselves  upon  a 
height  directly  opposite  the  tUe  de  pent.  By  this  precaution 
the  marshal  secured  his  retreat,  and  also  the  facility  of  repass- 
ing  the  bridge  without  disorder,  by  rallying  his  divisions 
between  the  entrenched  height  and  the  tete  de  font. 

LIV. 

Encampments  of  the  same  army  should  always  be  formed 
so  as  to  protect  each  other.  . 

At  the  battle  of  Dresden,  in  the  campaign  of  1813,  the 
camp  of  the  allies,  although  advantageously  placed  upon  the 
heights  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Elbe,  was  nevertheless  ex- 
tremely defective,  being  traversed  longitudinally  by  a  deep 
ravine,  which  separated  the  left  wing  cwnpletely  from  the 
centre  and  the  heights.  This  vicious  formation  did  not  escape 
the  penetrating  eye  of  Napoleon.  He  instantly  carried  the 
whole  of  his  cavalry  and  two  corps  of  infantry  against  the 
insulated  wing,  attacked  it  vntb  superior  numbers,  overthrew 
it,  and  took  10,000  pri8<mers  before  it  was  possible  to  come 
to  its  support. 

LV. 

Lloyd  says  that  sieges  should  never  be  undertaken  but 
with  the  following  views :  1st,  when  fortresses  are  situated 
upon  the  passages  which  lead  to  the  enemy,  so  as  to  render 
it  impossible  to  penetrate  without  capturing  them ;  3d,  when 
they  intercept  the  communications,  and  the  country  is  unable 
to  furnish  the  necessary  subsistence;  3d,  when  they  are 
wanted  to  cover  magazines  formed  in  the  country,  and  thereby 
to  facilitate  the  operations;  4th,  when  the  enemy  has  consi- 
derable depdts  within  the  fortress,  of  which  he  is  absolutely 
lA  want;  5th,  when  the  capture  of  a  fortress  produces  the 
conquest  of  a  considerable  tract  of  country,  and  enables  the 
besiegers  to  winter  in  that  vicinity.     To  these  may  be  added, 
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0th,  the  recapture  of  a  fortress  essential  in  the  defence  of  a 
frontier. 

As  Lloyd  has  ji^t  told  us  when  to  undertake  a  siege,  we 
will  now  hear  Napoleon,  who  tells  us  how  to  do  it. 

There  are  only  two  ways  of  insuring  the  success  of  a 
siege.  The  first,  to  begin  by  beating  the  enemy's  army  em- 
ployed to  cover  the  place ;  forcing  it  out  of  the  field,  and 
throwing  its  remains  beyond  some  great  natural  obstacle,  such 
as  a  chain  of  mountains  or  large  river*  Having  accomplished 
this  object,  an  army  of  observation  should  be  placed  behind 
the  natural  obstacle,  until  the  trenches  are  finished  and  the 
place  taken. 

But  if  it  be  desired  to  take  the  place  in  presence  of  a  reliev- 
ing army  without  risking  a  battle,  then  the  whole  material 
and  equipment  for  a  siege  are  necessary  to  begin  with,  toge- 
ther with  ammunition  and  provisions  for  the  presumed  period 
of  its  duration,  and  also  lines  of  contravallation  and  circum- 
vallation,  aided  by  all  the  localities  of  heights,  woods,  marshes 
and  inundations. 

Having  no  longer  occasion  to  keep  up  communications  with 
your  dep5ts,  it  is  now  only  requisite  to  hold  in  check  the 
relieving  army.  For  this  purpose  an  army  of  observation 
should  be  formed,  whose  business  it  is  never  to  lose  sight  of 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  which,  while  it  efiectually  bars  all 
access  to  the  place,  has  always  time  enough  to  arrive  upon 
his  flanks  or  rear  in  case  he  should  attempt  to  steal  a  march. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  too,  that  by  profiting  judiciously 
by  the  lines  of  contravallation,  a  portion  of  the  besieging 
army  will  always  be  available  in  giving  battle  to  the  ap- 
proaching  enemy. 

Upon  the  same  general  principle,  when  a  place  is  to  be 
besieged  in  presence  of  an  enemy's  army,  it  is  necessary  to 
cover  the  siege,  by  lines  of  circumvallation. 

If  the  besieging  force  is  of  numerical  strength  enough 

(after  leaving  a  corps  before  the  place  four  times  the  amount 

of  the  ^rrison)  to  cope  with  the  relieving  army,  it  may 

remove  more  than  one  day's  march  from  the  place ;  but  if  it 

1 19  inferior  in  numbers,  after  providing  for  the  siege  as  abcive 
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Stated,  it  shbuld  remain  only  a  short  day  from  the  spot,  in 
order  to  fall  back  upon  its  lines  if  necessary,  or  receive  suc- 
cour in  case  of  attack. 

If  the  investing  corps  and  army  of  observation  are  only 
equal,  when  united,  to  the  relieving  force,  the  besieging  army 
should  remain  entire,  within  or  near  its  lines,  and  push  the 
works  and  the  siege  with  the  greatest  activity.    . 

When  we  undertake  a  siege,  says  Montecuculli,  we  should 
not  seek  to  place  ourselves  opposite  the  weakest  part  of  the 
fortress,  but  at  the  point  most  favourable  for  establishing  a 
camp  and  executing  the  designs  we  have  in  view.  This 
maxim  was  well  understood  by  the  Duke  of  Warwick.  Sent 
to  form  the  siege  of  Nice,  in  1706,  he  determined  to  attack 
on  the  side  of  Montalban,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Vauban, 
and  even  to  the  orders  of  the  king.  Having  a  very  small 
army  at  his  disposal,  he  began  by  securing  his  camp.  This 
he  did  by  constructing  redoubts  upon  the  heights  that  shut 
in  the  space  between  the  Var  and  the  Paillon,  two  rivers 
which  supported  his  flanks.  By  this  means  he  protected  him- 
self against  a  surprise ;  for,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having  the 
power  of  debouching  suddenly  by  the  Col  de  Tende,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  marshal  should  be  enabled  to  move  rapidly 
upon  his  adversary,  and  fight  him  before  he  got  into  position, 
otherwise  his  inferiority  in  numbers  would  have  obliged  him 
to  raise  the  siege. 

When  Marshal  Saxe  was  besieging  Brussels  with  only 
28,000  men,  opposed  to  a  garrison  of  12,000,  he  received 
intelligence  that  the  Prince  of  Waldeck  was  assembling  his 
forces  to  raise  the  siege.  Not  being  strong  enough  to  form 
an  army  of  observation,  the  marshal  reconnoitred  the  field  of 
battle  on  the  little  river  Volave,  and  made  all  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  moving  rapidly  to  the  spot  in  case  of  the  ap- 
proach  of  the  enemy.  By  this  means  he  was  prepared  to 
receive  his  adversary  without  discontinuing  the  operations  of 
the  siege. 

LVI. 

If  circumstances  prevent  a  sufficient  garrison  being  left  to 
I  defend  a  fortified  town  which  contains  an  hospital  and  maga- 
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zinesy  at  least  every  means  sifiould  be  employed  to  secure  the 
citadel  against  a  coup  de  main. 

A  few  battalions  dispersed  about  a  town  inspire  no  ter- 
ror, but  shut  up  in  the  narrow  outline  of  a  citadel^  they 
assume  an  imposing  attitude.  For  this  reason  it  appears  that 
such  a  precaution  is  always  necessary,  not  only  in  fortresses, 
but  wherever  there  are  hospitals  or  depots  of  any  kind. 
Where  there  is  no  citadel,  some  quarter  of  the  town  should 
be  fixed  upon  most  favourable  for  defence,  and  entrenched  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  oppose  the  greatest  resistance  possible. 

LVII. 

A  fortified  place  can  only  protect  the  garrison  and  arrest 
the  enemy  for  a  certain  time.  When  this  time  has  elapsed, 
and  the  defences  are  destroyed,  the  garrison  should  lay  down 
its  arms.  All  civilized  nations  are  agreed  on  this  point,  and 
there  never  has  been  an  argument  except  with  reference  to 
the  greater  or  less  degree  of  defence  which  a  defender  is 
bound  to  make  before  he  capitulates.  At  the  same  time, 
there  are  generals,  Villars  among  the  number,  who  are  of 
opinion  that  the  commander  should  never  surrender,  but  that 
in  the  last  extremity  he  should  blow  up  the  fortifications,  and 
take  advantage  of  the  night  to  cut  his  way  through  the  be- 
sieging army.  Where  he  is  unable  to  blow  up  the  fortifica- 
tions, he  may  always  retire,  they  say,  with  the  garrison,  and 
save  the  men. 

Officers  who  have  adopted  this  line  of  conduct,  have  often 
brought  off  three-fourths  of  their  garrison. 

la  1705  the  French,  who  were  besieged  in  Haguenau  by 
Count  Thungen,  found  themselves  incapable  of  sustaining  an 
assault.  Peri^  the  governor,  who  had  already  distinguished 
himself  by  a  vigorous  defence,  despairing  of  being  allowed 
to  capitulate  on  any  terms  short  of  becoming  prisoners  of 
war,  resolved  to  abandon  the  place,  and  cut  his  way  through 
the  besiegers. 

In  order  to  conceal  his  intention  more  efiectually,  an4r 
while  he  deceived  the  enemy,  to  sound  at  the  same  time  the 
disposition  of  his  officers,  he  assembled  a  council  of  war,  and 
declared  his  resolution  to  die  in  the  breaeh.    Then,  under 
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pretext  of  the  extremity  to  which  he  was  reduced,  he  com- 
manded the  whole  garrison  under  arms,  and  leaving  only  a 
few  sharp-riiooters  in  the  breach,  gave  the  order  to  march, 
and  set  out  in  silence  under  cover  of  the  night  from  Haguenau. 
This  audacious  enterprise  was  crowned  with  success,  and 
Peri  reached  Saveme  without  having  suffered  the  smallest 


In  a  situation  like  this,  much  depends  upon  circumstances 
as  to  the  course  most  proper  to  be  pursued.  As  cM  real 
strength  it  founded  in  the  mind,  the  courage  and  abilities  of 
the  officers  and  the  si>irit  of  the  soldiers  are  among  the  pri- 
mary considerations. 

LVIII. 

The  keys  of  a  fortress  are  well  worth  the  retirement  of  the 
garrison,  when  it  is  resolved  to  yield  only  on  those  condi- 
ticms.  On  this  principle,  it  is  always  wiser  to  grant  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation  to  a  garrison,  which  has  made  a  vigor- 
ous resistance,  than  to  risk  an  assault. 

Marshal  Villars  has  observed,  that  no  commander  of  a 
place  should  be  permitted  to  excuse  himself  for  surrendering, 
on  the  ground  of  wislung  to  preserve  his  troops.  Every  gar- 
rison that  displays  courage  will  escape  being  prisoners  of 
war ;  for  there  is  no  general  who,  however  well  assured  of 
carrying  a  place  by  assault,  will  not  prefer  granting  terms 
of  capitulation,  rather  than  risk  the  loss  of  a  thousand  men 
in  forcing  determined  troops  to  surrender. 

LIX. 

A  general  can  only  bring  his  soldiers  to  obedience  by  con- 
vincing them  of  his  superior  knowled^  and  skill ;  for,  says 
Socrates,  all  men  willingly  submit  to  those  whom  they  believe 
the  most  skilfhl ;  in  sickness,  to  the  best  physician ;  in  a  storm, 
to  the  best  pilot. 

This  maxim  is  too  obvious  to  require  any  illustration,  a 
number  of  which  we  might  find  in  our  own  country,  but  all 
these  we  riiall  reserve  until  we  come  to  describe  the  Ameri- 


can campaigns. 


LX. 


Infimtiy,  cavifay,  and  aitSlery,  are  mrAaBg  without  each 
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Other.    They  should  always  be  so  disposed  in  cantonments 
as  to  assist  each  other  in  case  of  surprise. 

A  general,  says  Frederick,  should  direct  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  tranquillity  of  his  cantonments,  in  order  that  the 
soldier  may  be  relieved  from  all  anxiety,  and  repose  in  secu- 
rity tcom  his  fatigues.  With  this  view,  care  should  be  taken 
that  the  troops  are  able  to  form  rapidly  upon  ground  which 
has  been  previously  reconnoitred ;  that  the  generals  remain 
always  with  their  divisions  or  brigades,  and  that  the  service 
is  carried  on  throughout  vrith  exactness. 

LXI. 
The  practice  of  mixing  small  bodies  of  infantry  and  cav- 
alry together  is  a  bad  one,  and  attended  with  many  inconve- 
niences. The  cavalry  loses  its  powers  of  action ;  it  becomes 
fettered  in  all  its  movements ;  its  energy  is  destroyed ;  even 
the  infantry  itself  is  compromised,  for  on  the  first  movement 
of  the  cavalry  it  is  left  without  support.  The  best  mode  of 
protecting  cavalry  is  to  cover  its  flanks. 

LXII. 

Charges  of  cavalry  are  equally  useful  at  the  beginning,  the 
middle,  and  the  end  of  a  battle.  They  should  be  made, 
always,  if  possible,  on  the  flank  of  the  infantry,  especially 
when  this  last  is  engaged  in  front. 

The  Archduke  Charles,  in  speaking  of  cavalry,  recommends 
that  it  should  be  brought  in  mass  upon  a  decisive  point,  when 
the  moment  of  employing  it  arrives ;  that  is  to  say,  when  it 
can  attack  with  a  certainty  of  success.  As  the  rapidity  of 
its  movements  enables  cavalry  to  act  along  the  whole  line  in 
the  same  day,  the  general  who  commands  it  should  keep  it 
together  as  much  as  possible,  and  avoid  dividing  it  into  many 
detachments.  When  the  nature  of  the  ground  admits  of 
cavalry  being  employed  on  all  points  of  the  line,  it  is  desi- 
rable to  form  it  in  columns  behind  the  infantry,  and  in  a 
position  whence  it  may  be  easily  directed  wherever  it  is 
required.  If  cavalry  is  intended  to  cover  a  position,  it  should 
be  [daced  suflBciently  in  the  rear  to  meet  at  full  speed  any 
advance  of  troops  coming  to  attack  that  position.    If  it  is 
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destined  to  cover  the  flank  of  the  infantry,  it  should,  for  the 
same  reason,  be  placed  directly  behind  it.  As  the  object  of 
cavalry  is  purely  o&nsive,  it  should  be  a  rule  to  form  it  at 
such  a  distance  only  from  the  point  of  collision,  as  to  enable 
it  to  acquire  its  utmost  impulse,  and  arrive  at  the  top  of  its 
speed  into  action.  With  respect  to  the  cavalry  reserve,  this 
should  only  be  employed  at  the  end  of  a  battle,  either  to  ren- 
der the  success  more  decisive,  or  to  cover  the  retreat. 

Napoleon  remarks  that,  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  (he  ca- 
valry of  the  guard,  which  composed  the  reserve,  was  engaged 
against  his  orders.  He  complains  of  having  been  deprived 
firom  five  o'clock  of  the  use  of  this  reserve,  which,  when  well 
employed,  had  so  often  insured  him  the  victory. 

LXIII. 

It  is  not  only  the  business  of  cavalry  to  follow  up  the  vic- 
tory and  prevent  the  beaten  enemy  from  rallying,  but  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  victor  or  vanquished  to  have  a 
body  of  cavalry  in  reserve  to  take  advantage  of  victory,  or 
to  secure  retreat. 

LXIV. 

Artillery  is  more  essential  to  cavalry  than  to  infantry,  be- 
cause cavalry  has  no  fire  for  its  defence,  but  depends  upon 
the  sabre.  It  is  to  remedy  this  deficiency  that  recourse  has 
been  had  to  horse  artillery.  Cavalry,  therefore,  should  never 
be  without  cannon,  whether  when  attacking,  rallying,  or  in 
position. 

Horse  artillery  is  an  invention  of  Frederick.  Austria  lost 
no  time  in  introducing  it  into  her  armies,  although  in  an  im- 
perfect degree.  It  was  only  in  1792,  that  this  arm  was 
adopted  in  France,  where  it  was  brought  rapidly  to  its  pre- 
sent perfection. 

LXV. 

Artillery  should  always  be  placed  in  the  most  advantageous 
positions,  and  as  far  in  front  of  the  line  of  cavalry  and  infan- 
try, without  compromising  the  sa&ty  of  the  guns,  as  possible. 

Field  batteries  should  cooamand  the  whole  coMutry  rounds 
from  the  level  of  the  platforni.    They  should  on  no  account 
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be  masked  on  the  right  and  left,  but  have  free  range  in  every 
direction. 

The  battery  of  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  which  covered 
tke  centre  of  the  Russian  army  at  the  battle  of  La  Moskwa 
(Boroidino),  may  be  cited  as  an  example. 

Its  position,  upon  a  circular  height  which  commanded  the 
field  in  every  direction,  added  so  powerfully  to  its  effects,  that 
its  fire  alone  sufficed,  for  a  considerable  time,  to  paralyze  the 
vigorous  attack  made  by  the  French  with  their  right.  Al- 
though twice  broken,  the  left  of  the  Russian  army  closed  to 
this  battery,  as  to  a  pivot,  and  tvirice  recovered  its  former 
position.  After  repeated  attacks,  conducted  with  a  rare  intre- 
pidity, the  battery  was  at  length  carried  by  the  French,  but 
not  till  they  had  lost  the  elite  of  their  ai*my,  and  with  it  the 
generals  Caulincourt  and  Montbrun.  Its  capture  decided  the 
retreat  of  the  Russisin  left. 

LXVl. 

All  information  obtained  from  prisoners  should  be  received 
with  caution,  and  estimated  at  its  real  value.  A  soldier  sel- 
dom sees  anything  beyond  his  company ;  and  an  officer  can 
afford  intelligence  of  little  more  than  the  position  and  move- 
ments of  the  division  to  which  his  regiment  belongs.  On  this 
account,  the  general  of  an  army  should  never  depend  upon 
the  information  derived  from  prisoners,  unless  it  agrees  with 
the  reports  received  from  the  advanced  guards,  in  reference 
to  the  positions,  &c.,  of  the  enemy. 

MontecucuUi  wisely  observes,  that  prisoners  should  be  in- 
terrogated separately,  in  order  to  ascertain,  by  the  agreement 
in  their  answers,  how  far  they  may  be  endeavouring  to  mis- 
lead you. 

LXVII. 

There  is  but  one  honourable  mode  of  becoming  prisoners  of 
war.  That  is  by  being  taken  separately ;  by  which  is  meant, 
fay  being  cut  off  entirely,  and  when  we  can  no  longer  make 
use  of  our  arms.  In  this  case  there  can  be  no  comfilions,  for 
honour  can  impose  none :  v^e  yield  to  an  irresistible  fate. 

There  is  always  time  enough  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war. 
This  should  be  deferred,  therefore,  till  the  last  extremity. 
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During  the  French  revolution,  the  captain  of  grenadiers, 
Dubrenii,  of  the  37th  regiment  of  the  line,  having  been  sent 
on  a  detachment  with  his  company,  waa  stopped  on  the  march 
by  a  large  party  of  Cossacks,  who  surrounded  him  on  every 
side.  Dubrenil  formed  his  little  force  into  square,  and  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  skirts  of  a  wood  (within  a  few  muskets' 
€hot  of  the  spot  where  he  had  been  attacked),  and  reached  it 
with  very  little  loss.  But  as  soon  as  the  grenadiers  saw  this 
refuge  secured  to  them,  they  broke  and  fled,  leaving  their 
captain  and  a  few  brave  men,  who  were  resolved  not  to  aban- 
don him,  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  In  the  meantime  the 
fugitives,  who  had  rallied  in  the  depth  of  the  wood,  ashamed 
of  having  forsaken  their  leader,  came  to  the  resolution  of  res- 
cuing him  from  the  enemy  if  a  prisoner,  or  of  carrying  off 
his  body  if  he  had  fallen.  With  this  view  they  formed  once 
more  upon  tJie  outskirts,  and  opening  a  passage  with  their 
bayonets  through  the  cavalry,  penetrated  to  their  captain, 
who,  notwithstanding  seventeen  wounds,  was  defending  him- 
self still.  They  immediately  surrounded  him,  and  regained 
the  wood  with  little  loss.  This  shows  how  much  niay  be 
achieved  in  war  by  determined  energy  and  sustained  resolu- 
tion. 

LXVIII. 

The  first  qualiiication  of  a  general-in-chief  is  a  cool  head — 
that  is,  a  head  which  receives  just  impressions,  and  estimates 
things  and  objects  at  their  real  value.  He  must  not  allow 
himself  to  be  elated  by  good  news,  or  depressed  by  bad. 

The  impressions  he  receives,  either  successively  or  simul- 
taneously, in  the  course  of  the  day,  should  be  so  classed  as  to 
take  up  only  the  exact  place  in  his  mind  which  they  deserve 
to  occupy ;  since  it  is  upon  a  just  comparison  of  the  weight 
due  to  diiferent  impressions,  that  the  power  of  reasoning  and 
of  right  judgment  depends. 

Some  men  are  so  physically  and  noorally  constituted  as  to 
see  everything  through  a  highly  coloured  medium.  They 
raise  up  a  picture  in  the  mind  on  every  sli^t  occasion,  and 
give  to  every  trivial  occurrence  a  dramatic  interest.  But 
whatever  knowledge,  or  talent,  or  courage,  or  otiber  good 


MILITARY    MAXIMS   AND   WARLIKE  OFRRATIONS. 


69 


qualities  such  men  may  possess,  nature  has  not  formed  them 
for  the  command  of  armies,  or  the  direction  of  great  military 
operations. 

The  first  quality  of  a  general-in-chief,  says  Montecuculli, 
is  a  great  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war.  This  is  not  intuitive, 
but  the  result  of  experience.  A  man  is  not  born  a  com- 
mander; he  must  become  one.  Not  to  be  anxious;  to  be 
always  cool ;  to  avoid  confusion  in  his  commands ;  never  to 
change  countenance ;  to  give  his  orders  in  the  midst  of  battle 
with  as  much  composure  as  if  he  were  perfectly  at  ease, — 
these  are  the  proofs  of  valour  in  a  general. 

To  encourage  the  timid ;  to  increase  the  number  of  the 
truly  brave ;  to  revive  the  drooping  ardour  of  the  troops  in 
battle ;  to  rally  those  who  are  braken ;  to  bring  back  to  the 
charge  those  who  are  repulsed ;  to  find  resources  in  difficulty, 
and  success  even  amid  disaster ;  to  be  ready  at  a  moment  to 
devote  himself  if  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  his  country — 
these  are  the  actions  which  acquire  for  a  general  distinction 
and  renown. 

To  this  enumeration  may  be  added,  the  talent  of  discrimi- 
nating character,  and  of  employing  every  man  in  the  particu- 
lar post  which  nature  has  qualified  him  to  fill.  My  principal 
attention,  said  Marshal  Villars,  was  always  directed  to  the 
study  of  the  younger  generals.  Such  a  one  I  found  by  the 
boldness  of  his  character  fit  to  lead  a  column  of  attack.  An- 
other, from  a  disposition  naturally  cautious,  but  without  being 
deficient  in  courage,  more  perfectly  to  be  relied  on  for  the 
defence  of  a  place.  It  is  only  by  a  just  application  of  these 
personal  qualities  to  their  respective  objects,  that  it  is  po«?sible 
to  command  success  in  war. 

LXIX. 

To  know  the  country  thoroughly ;  to  be  able  to  conduct  a 
reconnaissance  with  skill ;  to  superintend  the  transmission  of 
orders  promptly ;  to  lay  down  the  most  complicated  move- 
ments intelligibly,  but  in  a  few  words  and  with  simplicity ; 
these  are  the  leading  qualifications  which  should  distinguish 
an  officer  selected  for  the  head  of  the  staff. 

Formerly  the  duties  of  the  chief  of  the  staff  were  confined 
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to  the  necessary  preparations  for  carrying  the  plan  of  the 
campaign,  and  the  operations  resolved  on  by  the  general-iA^ 
chief,  into  effect.  In  a  battle  they  were  only  employed  in 
directing  movements,  and  superintending  their  execution. 
But  in  the  late  European  wars  the  officers  of  the  staff  were 
frequently  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  column  of  attack, 
or  of  large  detachments,  when  the  general-in-chief  feared  to 
disclose  the  secret  of  his  plans  by  th6  transmission  of  orders 
or  instructions.  Great  advantages  have  resulted  from  this 
innovation,  although  it  was  long  resisted.  By  this  means  the 
staff  have  been  enabled  to  perfect  their  theory  by  practice; 
and  they  have  acquired,  moreover,  the  esteem  of  the  soldiers 
and  junior  officers  of  the  line,  who  are  easily  led  to  think 
lightly  of  their  superiors,  whom  they  do  not  see  fighting  m 
the  ranks.  The  generals  who  have  held  the  arduous  situation 
of  chief  of  the  staff  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, have  almost  always  been  employed  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  profession.  Marshal  Berthier,  who  filled  so 
conspicuously  this  appointment  to  Napoleon,  was  distinguished 
by  all  the  essentials  of  a  general ;  he  possessed  calm,  and  at 
the  same  time  brilliant  courage,  excellent  judgment,  and  ap* 
proved  experience.  He  bore  arms  during  half  a  century^ 
made  war  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  opened  and  ter* 
minated  thirty-two  campaigns.  In  his  youth  he  acquired, 
under  the  eye  of  his  father,  who  was  an  engineer  officer,  the 
talent  of  tracing  plans  and  finishing  them  with  exactness,  as 
well  as  the  preliminary  qualifications  necessary  to  form  a 
staff  officer.  Admitted  by  the  Prince  de  Lambesq  into  his 
regiment  of  dragoons,  he  was  taught  the  skilful  management 
of  his  horse  and  his  sword,  accomplishments  so  important  to 
a  soldier.  Attached  afterwards  to  the  staff  of  Count  JRo- 
chambeau,  he  made  his  first  campaign  in  the  United  States^ 
where  he  soon  began  to  distinguish  himself  by  his  valour, 
activity  and  talents.  His  subsequent  history  is  connected 
with  the  wars  of  Napoleon. 

LXX. 

Napoleon  says,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  Turenne,  and  Fred^ 
rick,  as  well  as  Alexander,  Hannibal  and  Caesar,  have  all 
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acted  upon  the  same  principlbM.  Theso  hav<«  b-'i  ii,  b}  ki^.vt\y 
their  forces  united — to  leave  no  weak  pari  unprotected — to 
seize  with  rapidity  on  important  points.  He  then  advises  his 
generals  to  peruse  again  and  again  the  catppaigns  of  Alexan- 
der, Hannibal,  Csesar,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  Turcnnc,  Eugene 
and  Frederick :  to  model  themselves  upon  them  as  the  means 
of  becoming  a  great  captain,  and  of  acquiring  the  secret  of 

the  art  of  war. 

LXXI. 

Such  are  the  war  maxims  which  have  resulted  from  the 
experience  of  the  great  warriors  of  ancient  and  modern  times 
in  the  old  world. 

The  maxims  of  our  warriors  will  be  given  practically  li«re- 
after,  when  it  will  be  seen  that  our  fundamental  maxim  is  to 
give  a  sound  beating  to  any  nation  that  sets  a  hostile  foot  on 
our  shores,  or  insults  our  flag  on  the  sea,  according  to  circum- 
stances ! — Illustrations.     Revolution,  the  late  War,  &c. 

Principles  of  Dispositions  at  the  Battle  of  Waterloo. 

The  battle  of  Waterloo,  unquestionably  the  most  decisive 
event  of  the  late  awful  contest,  offers  so  many  instructive 
eircumstances,  and  so  much  matter  for  deep  meditation,  in 
the  position  and  manoeuvres,  and  in  the  exhibition  of  the 
soundest  maxims  of  war,  that  it  may  be  considered  as  a  gene- 
ral illustration  of  the  advanced  state  of  the  art  of  war  at  the 
present  period.  Without  entering  into  details,  the  minutiae 
of  which  are  apt  to  confuse,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with 
merely  pointing  out  the  principal  dispositive  featuns  which 
it  displays.  As  tliere  are  many  plans  more  or  kss  correct, 
and  the  ground  is  generally  known,  the  remarks  which  we 
are  about  to  offer  will  be  readily  understood  by  tfiose  who 
have  any  elementary  knowledge  of  war.  When  Blucher  had 
retreated  from  I-igny,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  fallen 
back  from  Quatre  Bras,  he  occupied  t!ie  position  of  Mont  St. 
Jean,  determined  to  risk  a  battle  with  the  forces  he  could  col- 
lect on  that  point.  Exclusively  of  the  Prussians,  whose 
severe  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  stragglers,  could  not  im- 
mediately be  re-organized  or  replaced,  but  by  tfip  expected 
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arrival  of  the  corps  of  Bulow»  the  duke's  army  consisted  of 
about  eighty-one  battalions  and  eightynseven  squadrons, 
which,  v^ith  the  artillery,  may  have  amounted  to  66,700  men : 
of  these,  upwards  of  thirty  battalions  and  as  many  squadrons 
had  never  been  in  action. 

This  mass  of  forces  was  posted  with  the  centre  diagonally 
across  and  in  front  of  the  forking  of  the  two  causeways  from 
Brussels  to  Charleroy  and  to  Nivelles ;  the  right  centre  be- 
hind the  chateau  of  Goumont,  and  the  left,  considerably 
refused,  passed  in  the  rear  of  La  Haye  Sainte,  along  the  cross- 
road, in  the  direction  of  Ohain :  behind  the  right  centre,  Lord 
Hill  placed  his  corps,  en  potence,  in  columns,  prepared  to  ma- 
noeuvre on  his  right,  on  the  small  plain  of  Braine  la  Leud ; 
or,  to  his  left,  to  sustain  the  centre.  In  and  about  Braine  la 
liCud  was  a  Netherland  division,  with  the  right  thrown  for- 
ward, and  covered  by  the  rivulet  Hain,  and  leaving  the  small 
plain  open ;  a  kind  of  gorge  to  tempt  the  enemy  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  re-entering  angle  of  the  right  wing.  The 
Prussians  were  expected  to  debouch  through  the  woods  of 
Lasne,  towards  Planchenois,  which  would  form  the  left  into 
another  gorge,  or  re-entering  angle.  Thus  the  position  formed 
a  kind  of  open  W  (Fig.  15,  A  A  A  A  B  B),  with  the  chateau 
of  Goumont  at  the  summit  of  the  salient  angle,  covered  by  a 
plantation  of  wood  and  enclosures,  occupied  by  six  or  eight 
battalions ;  so  that  the  enemy  could  not  enfilade,  from  behind 
that  plantation,  either  of  the  faces  of  the  centre,  nor  approach 
on  either  of  the  causeways  which  passed  through  the  centre, 
without  presenting  his  flank.  Besides  this  point,  La  Haye 
Sainte,  a  stone  farm,  close  to  the  Chauss^  of  Charleroy,  and 
farther  on  the  left  the  farm  of  Papelotte  and  chateau  of  Fri* 
chermont,  were  occupied.  The  whole  front  oflfered  a  gentle 
slope  towards  the  enemy,  and  in  the  rear  the  cavalry  was 
distributed  in  brigades,  each  in  two  lines,  covered  by  the 
rising  ground ;  and  the  artillery,  all  the  field-pieces  of  which 
were  nine-pounders  or  twelves,  formed  a  line  of  almost  con- 
tiguous  batteries  along  the  front,  interspersed  with  howitzers 
and  rockets. 

By  the  returns  found  after  the  battle  it  appears  that  the 
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enemy  had  debouched  from  Charleroy  with  122,000  men,  ex- 
clusive of  the  reinforcements  that  joined  after  the  15th  of 
June :  of  these  he  produced  on  the  field  of  battle  about  80,000 
men,  formed  in  concentrated  masses  on  both  sides  of  the 
Chauss^  of  Charleroy,  and  gradually  advancing  the  right 
parallel  to  the  British  left  (C  C  C  C) ;  but  as  he  was  jealous 
of  the  woods  on  the  right,  he  formed  an  angle  to  the  rear,  and 
kept  his  reserves  far  back.  He  had  made  a  demonstration 
with  a  corps  of  cavalry  beyond  the  British  right,  towards 
Hal,  where  he  found  the  corps  of  (general  Colville,  and  Prince 
Frederick  of  Orange,  with  two  divisions  posted  at  Tubise, 
Clabbeck,  and  Braine  le  Chateau,  to  cover  that  avenue  to 
Brussels.  Another  corps,  42,000  strong,  under  Grouchy,  was 
detached  to  his  right  upon  Wavre,  to  turn  the  allies,  pursue 
or  arrest  the  Prussians,  and  prevent  the  timely  junction  of 
Bulow.  Thus  the  dispositions  of  both  the  commanders  were 
combined  with  consummate  ability ;  Napoleon  operating  on 
the  system  of  throwing  two-thirds  of  his  masses  alternately 
on  either  side,  and  the  allies  in  combining  manoeuvres  to 
bring  a  superior  mass  on  the  decisive  point.  On  the  field, 
however,  the  problem  was  difficult  to  solve.  .  The  communi- 
cation with  France  was  open  only  by  the  roads  of  Charleroy 
and  Nivelles,  hence  the  enemy  coiild  not  quit  them  in  the 
attack ;  nor  could  he  gain  Brussels  by  any  other  avenue  than 
that  of  Waterloo ;  therefore,  to  possess  the  Chateau  of  Gou- 
mont,  without  which  he  could  not  arrive  at  the  position,  was 
the  natural  object  of  the  attack.  As  this  was  sustained  by 
the  .mass  of  the  allied  army,  and  could  not  be  enfiladed,  his 
attacks  failed.  All  those  directed  on  the  road  of  Charleroy 
to  the  left  centre  were  necessarily  oblique,  and  exposed  to  the 
fire  in  flank  before  they  could  reach  their  opponents.  To 
have  risked  a  general  onset  of  all  his  masses,  before  the  Brit- 
ish were  thinned  and  exhausted,  he  knew,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  moment,  to  be  too  hazardous.  The  plain  of 
.i  Braine  la  Lend  appeared  open ;  he  could  arrive  by  it ;  but 
that  very  circumstance  proved  that  the  enemy  was  prepared 
on  that  side.  To  have  turned  the  force  thither  would,  in  the 
first  place,  have  caused  the  loss  of  the  communication  by 
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Charieroy;  and,  next^  facilitated  the  junction  of  the  Prus- 
sians ;  and,  besides,  the  corps  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hain 
flanked  the  advance,  and  could,  in  a  short  time,  be  sustained 
by  the  two  divisions  in  its  rear,  and  which  he  knew  to  be  at 
hand.  He  would,  therefore,  have  been  placed  between  two 
fires,  and  have  lost  his  point  of  retreat  upon  Charieroy ;  and 
the  road  by  Nivelles  might,  meantime,  be  cut  off  by  the 
troops  left  behind  at  Mons.  Again,  if  he  threw  his  masses 
towards  the  left,  he  only  went  to  meet  the  Prussians,  and  left 
the  British  masters  of  the  road  of  Nivelles,  and  possibly,  if 
he  advanced  far,  of  that  of  Charieroy.  He  entangled  him- 
self in  woods  and  defiles,  where  his  superior  cavalry  could 
not  act.  The  character  of  his  opponent  bespoke  immediate 
offensive  movements  from  the  moment  his  right  would  be  at 
liberty;  therefore  the  chances  were  again  in  favour  of  the 
enemy ;  yet  this  was  the  only  advantageous  side,  because  it 
brought  him  nearer  Grouchy,  and,  in  case  of  defeat,  he  could 
take  a  new  line  of  retreat  by  Namur.  He,  however,  preferred 
the  experiment  which  the  enthusiastic  valour  of  his  troops 
might  enable  him  to  make ;  and  this  committed  him  so  deeply, 
that,  when  at  length  the  Prussians  appeared,  a  retreat  was 
no  longer  possible. 

These  observations  disprove  the  ignorant  assertion,  that 
little  skill  was  displayed  on  either  side.  The  generals  and 
the  scJdiers  equally  did  their  duty :  the  veteran  Blucher  be- 
haved with  just  prudence  in  keeping  so  long  back  from  the 
dangerous  manoeuvre  which  was  assigned  him ;  and  when  he 
saw  the  hostile  cavalry  destroyed,  he  acted  with  vigour  and 
skill.  As  for  Grouchy,  who  wasted  his  time  in  forcing  the 
position  of  Wavre  across  the  Dyle,  everywhere  fordable,  his 
manoeuvres  show  that  he  fell  the  danger  of  his  movement, 
and  he  wisely  remained  on  the  banks.  Much  might  be  added 
upon  the  judgment  which  posted  the  corps  at  Wavre,  and 
another  at  Hal,  on  the  several  lines  of  retreat  which  the  allies 
could  take  in  case  of  defeat,  on  the  dispositions  of  the  artii. 
lery,  the  squares  and  lines  formed  and  reduced  repeatedly, 
the  dispositions  and  effect  of  the  charges  of  cavalry,  the 
connter-offeiisire  of  the  Prussians,  the  general  charge  to  the 
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front,  and  fate  of  the  enemy's  squares ;  but  enough  has  been 
stated  to  recommend  the  study  of  a  battle  where  the  greatest 
commanders  and  the  best  manceuvring  armies  in  Europe  strug- 
gled for  victory,  and  decided  whether  the  divine  right  of  kings 
should  or  should  not  prevail. 

Having  thus  given  a  compilation  of  the  warlike  operations 
by  land,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  the  warlike  operations  at 
sea,  commencing  with  some  general  observations  upon  naval 
actions,  from  the  **  French  Naval  Tactics,"  as  given  in  the 
Military  and  Naval  Magazine  of  1835. 


CHAPTER  II. 

WARLIKE   OPERATIONS   AT  SEA. 

It  is  necessary,  in  fleets  as  well  as  in  singTe  vessels,  to  con- 
sider the  absolute  forct^  or  material  strength,  resulting  from 
the  number  of  meU'  and  guns ;  and  the  rdative  force y  which 
comprises  all  that  superiority  of  talents,  experience,  boldness, 
activity,  perseverance,  discipline,  in  short,  all  that  moral 
causes  can  add  to  the  chances  for  success. 

A  commander  cannot  double  the  number  of  his  men  or  his 
ships ;  but  he  may  cause  them  to  acquire  a  degree  of  relative 
force,  which  will  be  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  his  ability, 
and  the  confidence  which  it  inspires.  The  application  of  this 
principle  must  not,  however,  be  pushed  too  far ;  for  at  sea, 
where  there  is  no  permanent  position  to  be  occupied  or  main- 
tained, it  is  not  always  easy  to  preserve  for  a  long  time  an 
equality  between  unequal  material  forces,  when  in  presence 
of  each  other.  But,  if  the  conunander  cannot  perform  un- 
possibilities,  it  is  certain  that  he  may  supply,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  want  of  numbers,  by  his  talents  for  command  or 
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by  the  excellence  of  his  preparatory  arrangements  :  he  may 
also  supply  the  want  of  numbers,  by  calling  to  his  aid,  when 
opportunities  may  offer,  that  principle  which  is  the  proper 
basis  of  every  military  system,  and  which  demands  a  vigor- 
ous and  powerful  attack  upon  a  weak  point  of  your  enemy. 

Thus,  in  consequence  of  an  acquired  superiority,  or  of  the 
efiects  of  a  favourable  position,  or,  what  is  still  better,  by  a 
combination  of  both,  a  vessel  of  inferior  force  may  resist  an- 
other which  is  superior.  The  same  may  be  said  of  a  fleet  of 
inferior  numbers,  even  when  possessed  of  no  other  means,  of 
balancing  that  inferiority  than  the  power  of  throwing  his 
whole,  or  a  superior  force,  on  a  part  of  the  opposing  fleet. 
In  this  sense,  skill  consists  in  obtaining  over  an  opponent  the 
advantage  of  absolute  force,  by  neutralizing  a  part  of  his, 
instead  of  attacking  the  whole,  and  engaging  with  equal 
chances  or  upon  equal  terms. 

This  being  granted,  it  is  apparent  that  as  the  power  of  a 
vessel  is  in  her  broadside,  whilst  her  bow  and  stem  are  com- 
paratively unarmed,  the  object  to  be  desired  in  actions  be- 
tween single  vessels  is  to  obtain  a  position,  either  permanent 
or  temporary,  which  will  place  the  broadside  on  the  bow  or 
stern  of  the  enemy. 

By  analogy,  the  same  remark  will  apply  to  a  line  of  ves- 
sels, of  which  the  extremities  are  more  vulnerable  than  the 
other  parts.  An  attack  upon  one  of  these  extremities  should, 
therefore,  be  attempted,  since  the  object  of  the  assailant  ought 
generally  to  be  to  compel  a  part  of  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  to 
bear  the  fire  of  the  whole  of  his  own,  and  thus  to  destroy  it 
in  detail. 

These  observations  lead  to  some  remarks  up>on  the  Line  of 
Battle,  and  upon  the  present  system  of  fleet  actions. 

A  very  close  line  of  ships,  which  move  like  one  body,  cer- 
tainly presents  a  formidable  front.  Each  ship,  besides  her 
own  force,  is  supported  by  her  connexion  with  others,  which 
increases  the  strength  of  all ;  a  combination  which  constitutes 
the  advantages  and  the  strength  of  the  line  of  battle.  But 
this  combination,  excellent  in  itself,  and  the  best  for  a  regular 

battle,  may  be  destroyed  by  a  change  of  wind,  by  a  loss  of 
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spars,  by  a  fault,  or  even  by  the  nature  of  the  attack  of  an 
enemy>  as  events  have  shown. 

The  art  of  war  is  necefisarily  modified  by  time,  by  the 
opinions  of  men,  and  by  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences, 
which  lead  to  new  discoveries.  .  Thus,  steam-vessels  have 
actually  changed  many  parts  of  the  maritime  system  of  Eu- 
rope. Half  a  century  since,  and  numerous  fleets  were  ar- 
ranged in  line ;  they  manoeuvred  long  and  ably  to  obtain,  by 
a  good  position,  a  partial  advantage.  A  cannonade  was  kept 
up  at  a  distance,  from  time  to  time,  and  generally  the  two 
fleets  were  able  to  renew  the  contest  after  a  few  days,  scarcely 
weakened  by  the  injuries  which  a  small  number  of  their  ships 
had  sustained.  Since  about  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  the  line  of  battle  has  been 
broken,  and  pell-mell  actions  fought,  not  accidentally,  but  in 
pursuance  of  previous  plans.  Less  art,  and  more  impetuosity, 
has  been  employed,  as  though  actuated  by  a  mutual  desire  to 
produce  entire  destruction,  or  at  least  great  results. 

In  the  present  situation  of  things,  belligerents  will  proba- 
bly, in  accordance  with  public  opinion,  strive  to  obtain 
prompt  and  decisive  effects.  Besides,  the  expense  of  large 
fleets  begins  to  excite  alarm ;  steam  navigation  has  alao  begun 
to  furnish  its  aid,  if  not  for  distant  expeditions,  at  least  for 
those  operations  which  are  to  be  performed  upon  neighbour- 
ing coasts,  or  in  narrow  seas,  without  speaking  of  the  eflfects 
tvhich  certain  improvements  in  artillery,  and  particularly  the 
use  of  shells,  may  produce. 

From  these  changes,  which  have  occurred  within  the  laat 
fifty  years,  it  may  be  concluded  that  there  will  be  a  tendency 
to  diminish  the  numbers  of  ships  in  fleets,  and  that,  hereafter, 
less  attention  will  be  given  to  the  mere  arrangements  or  dis- 
play of  force,  and  that  greater  exertions  will  be  made  to 
come  to  close  quarters,  and  to  pdl^mdl  actions,  or,  at  least, 
to  produce* decisive  effects,  at  tlie  expense  of  any  regular 
order  in  which  an  enemy  may  appear  to  place  too  much  con* 
fidence. 

Thus  the  theory  of  battle  in  aquadrons  is  so  far  definitivdy 
modified,  that  the  line  of  batik  is  no  longer  to  be  considered 
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Hihe  wh^  af  the  syfttem,  although  now  rendered  shorter  urn 
move  manageable ;  but  rather  as  a  pow^ul  means  for  advan 
tageously  sustaining^  or  for  making  an  attack  ^rhich  will  h 
powerful,  and  often  followed  by  an  intermixture  of  the  con 
lending  ships.  Clonsequently,  if  battles  at  sea  become  mor 
rare,  they  will  also  be  more  decisive:  success  will  alway 
depend,  when  numbers  are  equal,  upon  the  superiority  o 
relative  force,  and  upon  the  ability  with  which  the  attaci 
may  be  conducted,  and,  still  more  than  ever,  upon  the  deter 
mination  of  brave  commanders,  attentive  to  sustain  eacl 
other,  in  defence  as  well  as  in  attack,  and  to  group  themselve 
together  against  opposing  groups  of  less  strength.  In  fad 
it  would  be  vain  for  an  admiral  to  expect  the  successful  ex€ 
eution  of  measures  which  he  might  direct,  if  he  should  nc 
be  seconded  by  admirals  and  captains,  whose  bravery  an< 
intelligence  could  supply  the  want  of  signals,  and  provide  a 
the  moment  for  everything  which  the  position  of  the  admira 
and  the  rapidity  of  events  might  prevent  him  from  seeing  o 
directing.  Without  such  complete  and  well-founded  coni 
dence,  a  chief  cannot  act  with  decision ;  or,  in  other  wordf 
he  cannot  succeed. 

If  it  is  only  by  profiting  with  vigour  and  promptitude  of 
first  advantage,  however  small  it  may  be,  that  others  mor 
important  can  be  secured ;  in  the  same  manner,  it  is  only  b 
the  most  energetic  measures,  that  the  first  successes  of  a 
enemy  can  be  checked,  and  victory  wrested  from  him.  I 
such  circumstances,  less  regard  should  be  had  to  our  ow 
iinjuries  than  to  those  of  the  enemy,  in  determining  to  cor 
tinue  or  to  renew  the  contest. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  preceding  remarks,  ths 
the  science  of  combined  movements  has  lost  its  utility ;  o 
the  contrary,  since  battles  have  become  more  decisive,  it  i 
important  to  conduct  them  with  all  possible  ability,  or  t 
avoid  them  when  circumstances  are  unfavourable.  Besidei 
now,  as  formerly,  it  depends  at  least  as  much  on  skill  as  d( 
v<xtedness,  to  supply  upon  occasions  the  want  of  numbers  c 
strength. 

If  the  system  of  fleet  actions  has  been  modified  by  tli 
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progreM  of  time,  so  also  have  those  between  single  vessels. 
At  a  period  when  many  of  the  distinguished  seamen  of  whom 
France  is  proud  fought  their  battles^  boarding  was  the  spe- 
cies of  attack  which  was  exclusively  preferred ;  but  this  has 
been  discontinued  for  a  long  time,  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
gress of  naval  improvements. 

At  this  time,  more  than  ever,  actions  at  sea  are  battles  of 
artillery  and  of  mamjBuvreSf  and  the  officer  who,  preoccupied 
with  the  idea  of  boarding,  should  not  seek,  and  constantly 
endeavour  to  preserve,  a  position  favourable  for  the  use  of  his 
guns,  would  sooq  experience  such  injuries  asl  would  paralyze 
his  bravery,  by  depriving  him  of  the  power  of  pn^ting  of 
chances  for  bcMuxling  which  might  afterwards  present  them- 
selves. 

The  means  of  securing  success  in  a  sea-fight,  is  to  use  the 
guns  skilfully;  it  is,  therefore,  indispensable  that  thorough 
attention  should  be  given  to  their  exercise  beforehand ;  that 
the  captains  of  guns  and  others  should  be  good  marksmen ; 
and  that  the  whole  crew  should  be  instructed  in  the  best 
manner  in  the  management  of  the  ship,  so  that  they  may  feel 
great  confidence  whenever  anything  is  to  be  undertaken  or 
executed.  A  ship»  thus  prepared,  may  suddenly  approach  an 
enemy  with  safety,  or,  if  necessary,  try  her  skill  in  inflicting 
gradual  injury,  by  well-directed  shot.  If  the  vessel  attacked 
is  to  leeward,  it  may  be  advantageous  for  her  to  steer  with 
the  wind  abeam,  under  a  press  of  sail,  to  compel  the  assail- 
ant, to  do  the  same,  and  perhaps  interfere  with  the  use  of  his 
guns,  or,  by  repeatedly  changing  her  tack,  profit  by  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  who  must  approach  end  on.  The  assail- 
ant, if  to  windward,  will  determine  whether  it  will  be  best 
for  him  to  take  a  position  on  the  weather-bow  of  the  .enemy, 
engage  upon  opposite  tacks,  then  go  about  and  place  himself 
on  the  weather-quarter,  which  is  often  the  best  position ;  or 
stand  across  his  stem  and  take  a  station  upon  the  lee-quarter, 
notwithstanding  the  inconveniences  of  that  situation :  which- 
ever may  be  adopted,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  an  injury 
inflicted  early  upon  the  enemy,  by  well-directed  shot,  may 
greatly  shorten  the  actioo. 
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If  an  adversary  is  allowed  to  take  the  lead  in  mancauvres, 
and  to  engage  at  that  distance  and  under  those  circumstances 
which  may  be  most  favourable  to  him ;  or  in  an  action,  broad- 
side to  broadside,  an  enemy  betrays  any  indecision,  and  an 
overwhelming  fire  shall  have  cleared  his  upper  decks,  then  a 
change  of  the  helm  only,  and  a  sudden  movement,  may  be  all 
that  is  necessary  to  finish  suddenly,  by  boarding,  an  action 
already  so  far  advanced  by  the  effect  of  the  guns.  It  may 
also  happen  that  some  failure  in  the  evolutions  of  the  enemy, 
or  some  new  error,  will  present  a  favourable  opportunity, 
which  an  able  opponent  will  not  fail  to  improve. 

In  fleets  and  squadrons,  in  the  disorder  of  a  broken  line 
and  intermixture  of  friends  and  foes,  opportunities  for  board- 
ing will  be  more  frequent  and  less  difficult.  The  result  will 
be  in  proportion  to  the  energies  of  the  measures  adopted. 

Circumstances  may  occur,  when,  notwithstanding  great 
disproportion  of  force,  a  vessel  may  save  others,  or  obtain 
favourable  chances  for  herself,  by  her  devotedness  or  her 
boldness  in  closing  so  near  an  enemy  as  to  inspire  a  fear  of 
being  boarded  under  circumstances  favourable  to  the  assail- 
ant. 

As  respects  steam-vessels,  it  may  be  presumed  that,  as  they 
facilitate  sudden  movements,  they  may  second  the  ardour  and 
boldness  of  the  national  character. 

For  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  certain  predetermined 
modes,  and  to  supply  for  certain  details  the  insufficiency  of 
signals,  it  sometimes  happens  that  admirals  can  usefully  con- 
fine themselves  to  plans  of  operations,  of  which  they  furnish 
.complete  explanations  to  the  captains  under  their  orders. 
These  plans  ought  to  be  few  in  number,  perfectly  simple  and 
clear,  and  the  explanations  short ;  for,  if  the  main  object  be- 
longs to  the  chief,  the  incidents  of  detail  necessarily  devolve 
upon  those  who  are  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

If  the  weather  fleet  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  mas- 
ter of  its  plans  of  attack,  the  lee  fleet  has  sometimes  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  faults  of  the  other.  Such  may  be  the  case 
when,  regardless  of  breaking  the  line  of  battle,  the  lee  fleet 
can  be  separated,  without  inconvenience,  into  two  or  three 
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divisionB ;  provided  ail  act  in  concert,  and  under  the  inspira- 
tion of  that  cool  bravery  which  usually  leads  to  success. 

The  most  general  remark  upon  this  question  is,  that  every 
plan  of  attack  is  good,  if  it  renders  a  part  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy  useless  ^  or,  if  it  places  a  part  of  it  under  the  fire  of  a 
superior  force.  Hie  object  to  be  desired  being  always,  as 
has  already  been  observed,  to  have  the  superiority  upon  some 
point,  and  then  to  profit  suddenly  by  that  advantage. 

A  war  of  crteiies,  by  detached  divisions,  within  proper 
limits,  and  in  connexion  with  some  general  plan  of  hostilities, 
may  have  its  influence  upcm  the  final  result  of  a  war ;  this 
species  of  warfare  requires  that  the  squadrons  should  be 
commanded  by  able  and  active  chiefs,  who  have  great 
resources  in  themselves,  and  in  their  knowledge  of  the  locali- 
ties where  they  are  to  carry  the  war- 
Desirous  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  best  information  on 
warlike  operations,  we  shall  give,  entire,  the  iliuatrations  of 
naval  taetics  by  a  late  European  author,  which  will  be  a  new 
subject  to  many*  unconnected  with  the  navy. 

By  JVkvai  Tories  is  understood  the  art  of  arranging  fleets 
or  squadrons  in  such  an  order  or  disposition  as  may  be  most 
convenient  for  attacking  the  enemy,  defending  themselves,  or 
of  retreating  with  the  greatest  advantage.  Naval  tactics  are* 
founded  on  those  principles  which  time  and  experienoe  have< 
enaUed  us  to  deduce  from  the  improved  state  of  modern' 
naval  warfare,  which  has  oocasicmed  not  only  a  diflbr^noe  m 
the  mode  of  constructing  the  virarking  ships,  but  even  in  the 
total  disposition  and  regulation  of  fleets  and  squadrons.  We 
here  propose  to  lay  down  the  general  principles  of  naval  tac- 
tics, and  to  describe,  as  briefly  as  is  consistent  with  perspi- 
cuity, the  most  improved  systems  which  have  been  adopted 
in  modern  times. 

Ordinary  Division  of  Fleets. 

Fleets  are  generally  divided  into  three  squadrons,  the  van, 
centre,  and  rear,  each  under  the  command  of  a  flag«offioer.' 
The  chief  in  command  of  a  fleet  leads  the  centre  divisiony 
while  the  van  is  commanded  by  the  second  in  command,  and- 
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the  rear  by  the  third.  Each  squadron  is  distinguishcfd  by  the 
position  of  the  colours  in  the  shifts  of  which  it  is  compoi^; 
Thus>  the  ships  of  the  centre  squadron  carry  their  pennants 
at  the  main*top-gaUant  mast-head,  -while  those  of  the  van 
division  have  their  pennants  at  the  fore-top-gallant  mast-head, 
and  those  of  the  rear  at  the  mizen-top-mast-head.  Each 
squadron,  as  far  as  possible,  consists  of  the  same  number  of 
ships,  and,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  same  force.  In  large 
fleets,  the  squadrons  are  sometimes  again  divided  in  a  similar 
manner.  In  the  usual  mode  of  forming  the  lines,  each  com- 
manding officer  arranges  his  ships  ih  the  centre  of  his  own 
squadron^  and  thus  the  cliief  commander  of  the  fleet  is  in  the 
centre  of  ^the  line.  When  no  enemy  is  in  sight,  the  sloops, 
store-ships,  fire-ships,  and  other  small  vessels,  are  dispersed 
to  windward  of  the  fleet,  that  they  may  be  more  easily  sup* 
ported,  and  more  readily  answer  signals.  The  frigates  lie  to 
windward  of  the  van  and  rear  of  the  convoy ;  thus  keeping 
a  good  look-out,  and  keeping  the  small  vessels  in  their  proper 
station.  When  the  fleet  sails  in  three  columns,  the  centre 
still  keeps  in  the  middle,  while  the  van  and  rear  form  the 
Bterboard  or  the  larboard  column,  according  to  circumstances. 
These  arrangementler  are  called  orders  of  sailing,  and  will  be 
better  understood  from  the  following  definitions. 

DefinitUms* 

The  starboard  line  of  hearing  is  that  line  on  which  the 
arranged  ships  of  a  fleet  bear  from  each  other  on  a  closd^ 
hauled  Kne,  whatever  course  they  may  be  steering ;  so  that 
when  the  ships  haul  their  wind  or  tack  together,  they  may 
be  on  a  line  close-hauled  up6n  the  starboard  tack.  The  lor* 
hoard  line  of  hearing  is  that  line  on  which  the  ships,  when 
hauling  their  -mod  or  tacking  together,  may  be  formed  on  a 
line  close-hauled  on  the  larboard  tack.  The  ships  of  a  fleet 
are  said  to  be  on  a  line  (xbreoit  when  their  keels  are  parallel 
to  each  other,  and  their  main-masts  lie  in  the  same  straight 
Ime.  Shipa  are  said  to  be  in  a  line  on  the  bow  or  quarter 
Mien  they  are  arranged  in  a  itraight  line,  cutting  their  keels 
obNqoely  in  the  sitme  angle;  so  that,  reckoning  from  any 
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intermediate  ship,  the  ships  towards  one  extremity  of  the  line 
will  be  on  the  bow  of  that  ship,  while  those  towards  the  other 
extremity  will  be  on  her  quarter.  When  several  ships  in  the 
same  line  steer  the  same  course,  while  that  course  is  different 
from  the  line  of  sailing,  they  are  said  to  sail  chequerwise. 

When  the  ships  of  a  fleet,  arranged  in  any  of  the  orders  of 
sailing,  and  on  the  same  line,  perform  successively  the  same 
manoeuvre,  as  each  gets  into  the  wake  of  the  ship  that  leads 
the  van  of  the  line  or  squadron,  tacking  or  veering,  bearing 
away  or  coming  to  the  wind  in  the  same  point  of  the  wake 
of  the  leading  ship,  they  are  said  to  mancBuvre  in  succession. 

Five  Orders  of  Sailing. 

There  are  usually  reckoned  five  orders  of  sailing,  exclusive 
of  the  line  of  battle,  the  order  of  retreat,  &c.    In  the  first 
order  (see  Figs.  1  and  2),  the  fleet  is  arranged  on  the  star- 
board or  larboard  line  of  bearing,  all  the  ships  steering  the 
Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 


same  course.  In  these  cases  the  fleet,  by  hauling  the  wind 
when  in  the  starboard  line,  as  in  Fig.  1,  will  be  ready  to  form 
the  line  on  the  starboard  tack ;  and  when  ranged  on  the  lar- 
board line  of  bearing,  as  in  Fig.  3,  it  will,  by  tacking,  be 
ready  to  form  the  line  on  the  larboard  tack.  The  arrows 
annexed  to  the  diagrams  mark  the  direction  of  the  wind,  as 
in  ordinary  charts. 

The  first  order  of  sailing  is  now  seldom  employed,  except 

Yig,  3.  in  passing  through  a  narrow  strait. 

H  In  the  second  order  of  sailing,  the  fleet, 

J  steering  any  proper  course,  is  ranged 

Af\T\r\r\|\r\ina  line  perpendicular  to  the  direction 

^^^^^^^  of  the  wind,  as  in  Fig.  3.  This  second 

order,  besides  being  equally  defective  with  the  fi>rmer,  is  sub- 
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ject  to  the  additional  disadvantage  of  rendering  it  extremely 
difficult  for  the  ships  to  tack,  without  each  ship  falling  on 
board  that  next  astern. 

In  the  third  order  of  sailing,  the  whole  fleet  is  dose-hauled, 
and  ranged  on  the  two  lines  of  bearing,  so  as  to  form  an 
angle  of  twelve  points,  having  the  chief  Fig.  4. 

commander's  ship  (A,  Fig.  4)  in  the  an- 
gular point,  and  the  whole  fleet  steering 
the  same  course.  Thus,  supposing,  as  in 
the  figure,  the  wind  at  north,  the  star-  ^ 

board  division  of  the  fleet  will  bear  W.N.W.  of  the  chief  in 
command,  and  the  larboard  E.N.E.  This  order,  in  small 
fleets  or  squadrons,  is  superior  to  either  of  the  former ;  but 
when  the  fleet  is  numerous,  the  line  will  be  too  much  ex- 
tended. 

In  the  fourth  order,  the  fleet  is  divided  into  six  or  more 
columns,  and  is  thus  more  concentrated.  The  commanders, 
ranged  on  the  two  lines  of  bearing,  have  their  squadrons 
astern  of  them,  on  two  lines  parallel  to  the  direction  of  the 
wind ;  the  first  ships  of  each  column  being,  vnlh  respect  to 
the  commander  of  the  squadron,  the  one  on  his  starboard  and 
the  other  on  his  larboard  quarter.  The  distance  between  the 
columns  should  be  such  that  the  Fig.  5. 

fleet  may  readily  be  reduced  to  i 

the  third  order  of  sailing,  and  /^     >&        aA 
fipom  that  to  the  order  of  battle.  ^    if       ^ 
This  order  is  adapted  for  fleets  h    }9      /9 
or  convoys  crossing  the  ocean,   i      i         i      , 
and  is  represented  in  Fig.  h\  0    '0      ^     0 
but  as  it  requires  much  time  ^o  L     L        '      ^ 
reduce  a  fleet  from  this  order  to  ^^.^ 
that  of  battle,  it  is  defective 
when  in  presence  of  an  enemy. 

In  the  fifth  order,  the  fleet,  close-hauled,  is  arranged  in 
three  columns  parallel  to  each  other,  the  van  commonly  form- 
ing the  weather,  and  the  rear  the  lee  column.  See  Fig.  6. 
Fig.  7  represents  the  same  order,  except  that  each  column  is 
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here  subdivided  into  two,  with  the  ship  bearing  the  com- 
mander of  each  squadron  in  the  centre  of  each  subdivision. 

Fig.  7. 
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Fig.  6. 
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^ 


^ 


^ 


Qs> 


^ 


^ 


^ 


Q2> 


^ 


^ 


^^4^ 

."-C"-- 

"^-^^<^ 


Qs> 


Q^ 


Q& 


^ 


<Si 


.^ 


^ 


^ 


<5^ 


^ 


<5s>. 


QS, 


Qs> 


^ 


<^ 


^ 


^ 


<5k 


^ 


t3^ 


'Q^ 


^ 


Order  of  Battle. 

In  forming  the  order  or  line  of  battle,  the  ships  of  the  fleet 
are  drawn  up  in  a  line  nearly  close-hauled,  standing  under 
easy  sail,  so  that  each  ship  may  be  at  a  certain  distance  firam 
Fig.  8.  the  ship  immediately  ahead> 

as  a  cable's  length,  or  half 
that  distance.  Thefir&«hip8 
and  frigates  aheadand  astern, 
fi>rm  a  line  parallel  to  the 
former,  and  to  the  windward 
of  it  if  the  enemy  be  to  the 
leeward,  but  to  the  leeward 
if  the  enemy  be  to  wind- 
ward. This  order  is  denoted  by  Fig.  8,  where  the  fleet  is 
sailing  on  the  starboard  tack,  with  the  wind  at  north. 

Order  of  Retreat. 

When  a  fleet  is  compelled  to  retreat  before  a  superior 
force,  it  is  usually  arranged  in  an  order  the  reverse  of  the 
third  order  of  sailing;  the  divisions  of  the  fleet  being' ranged 
in  the  two  lines  of  bearing,  so  as  to  form  an  angle  of  135°,  or 
twelve  points,  the  commander's  ship  lying  in  the  angular  point. 
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and  the  firigates,  transports,  &c.,  included  within  the  wings 
to  leeward.    See  Pig.  9,  where  the  fleet  is  sailing  right  before 

Fig.  9. 


the  wind.    Though  any  other  dtredion  may  be  taken,  the 
two  lines  still  form  the  same  angle. 

Order  of  Convoy. 

The  order  of  convoy  is  tiiat  in  which  the  ships  are  all  in 
each  other's  wake,  steering  in  the  same  point  of  the  compass, 
and  forming  a  right  line.  '  If  the  fleet  is  numerous,  it  may  be 
divided  into  three  columns,  which  are  to  be  ranged  parallel 
to  each  other,  that  of  the  chief  commander  occupying  the 
centre,  and  all  steering  the  same  course. 

Having  thus  described  the  ordinary  positions  of  a  fleet,  we 
must  explain  the  manoeuvres  by  which  they  are  produced, 
and  we  shall  begin  with  the  orders  of  sailing. 

Mtthod  to  form  the  First  Order  of  Sailing. 

To  Ibrm  a  fleet  in  the  first  order  of  sailing,  supposing  the 
ships  to  be  in  no  particular  order,  that  ship  which  is  to  lead 
on  the  proposed  line  of  bearing  for  the  order  of  sailing,  runs 
to  leeward  of  the  greater  part  of  the  fleet,  and  then  hauls 
her  wind  tinder  an  easy  sail.  Each  of  the  other  ships  then 
proceeds  to  take  the  proper  station,  by  chasing  the  ship  which 
is  to  be  ahead  of  her,  and  when  in  the  wake  of  the  leading 
ship,  adjusts  her  quantity  of  canvas  so  as  to  preserve  the 
proper  distance.  The  ships  thus  arranged  astern  of  each 
other  are  in  the  line  of  battle ;  and  from  this  the  first  order 
of  sailing  is  formed,  by  each  ship  bearing  away  at  the  same 
time,  and  all  steering  the  proposed  course. 
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Second  Order  of  Sailing, 
In  forming  the  second  order  of  sailing,  the  leading  ship 
runs  to  leeward  of  so  many  of  the  fleet  that  each  ship  may 
readily  fetch  her  wake,  and  then  steers  a  course  eight  points 
from  the  windy  under  an  easy  sail.  The  line  is  foruMsd  by 
each  ship  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  first  order,  except 
that,  before  bearing  away,  the  line  is  perpendicular  to  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  or  each  ship  has  the  wind  on  her  beam. 

TTktrrf  Order. 

As,  in  the  third  order  of  sailing,  the  chief  commander's 
ship  is  in  the  centra,  to  produce  this  position,  the  fleet  being 
formed  in  a  line  on  one  of  the  lines  of  bearing,  and  the  «hips 
steering  in  each  other's  wake  ten  points  from  the  wind,  the 
leading  or  leewardmost  ship  first  hauls  her  wind.  The  second 
ship  does  the  same  as  soon  as  she  gets  into  the  wake»of  the 
former;  and  this  is  done  by  each  ship,  till  the  chief  com- 
mander's ships  haul  their  wind,  when  they  reach  the  wake 
of  the  leading  ship.  At  the  same  time  that  the  chief  com- 
mander's ship  hauls  her  wind,  the  sternmost  half  of  the  fleet 
does  the  same.  The  ships  are  now  in  the  third  order  of  sail- 
ing, from  which  the  fleet  can  be  formed  in  the  line  of  battle 
on  either  tack* 

Fourth  Order. 

To  form  the  fourth  order  of  sailing,  the  commanding  chief 
officers  range  themselves  on  the  two  lines  of  bearing,  at  a 
proper  distance  from  each  other,  steering  the  proposed  course ; 
and  the  ships  of  the  several  colunms  take  their  respective 
places,  parallel  to  each  other,  and  forming  lines  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wind. 

Fifth  Order. 

To  form  the  fifth  order,  the  three  leading  ships  of  the  divi- 
sion take  their  posts  abreast  and  to  leeward  of  each  other, 
keeping  their  wind  under  an  easy  sail ;  then  the  ships  of  each 
squadron  make  sail,  and  take  their  respective  stations  at  the 
proper  distance  astern  of  their  leaders,  while  the  commanders 
of  each  division,  and  the  corresponding  ships  of  each,  keep 
mutually  abreast  of  each  other. 
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To  form  the  Line  of  Battle. 
1.  In  forming  from  the  first  order  of  sailing,  if  the  ships 
are  running  large  on  the  tack  that  answers  to  the  line  of  bear- 
ing <Hi  which  they  sail,  and  if  the  line  is  to  be  formed  on  the 
same  tack,  all  the  ships  haul  their  wind  at  once,  or  as  quickly 
as  possible  after  the  next  to  windward ;  but  if  they  be  on  the 
other  tack  with  respect  to  the  line  of  bearing,  they  all  haul 
their  wind  and  tack  or  veer  together.  If  the  line  of  battle  is 
to  be  formed  on  the  other  line  of  bearing,  the  ship  most  to 
leeward  veers  or  tacks,  and  hauls  ^ig-  lo. 

her  wind,  while  the  rest  of  the     ^  ^  I 

fleet  veer  or  tack  at  the  same  _  /     ^  ^  ait 
time,  and  steer  with  the  wind 
four  points  free,  and  each  ship 
"hauls  her  wind  as  soon  as  she 

gets  vnthin  the  wake  of  the  leader.    See  Figs.  10  and  11 

Fig.  11. 


Suppose  the  fleet  running  before  the  wind,  in  the  second 
order  of  sailing :  to  form  the  line  from  this  position,  all  the 
ships  haul  up  together  on  the  proper  tack,  presenting  their 
heads  ei^t  points  from  the  wind  at  the  line  on  which  they 
are  arranged;  the  leading  ship  then  hauls  her  wind,  immedi- 
ately making  sail  or  Fig.  is. 
shortening  sail,  so  M 
as  to  ck>8e  or  open  ^^^           J      |   (p  0  Ip  | 


the  order;  and  the 
same  is  done  suc- 
cessively by  all  the  rest.    See  Fig.  13. 

In  a  fleet  running  large  in  the  third  order,  the  line  of  battle 
is  formed  by  the  wing  which  is  in  the  line  of  bearing  corre- 
sponding to  the  tack  on  which  the  line  is  to  be  formed,  and 
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the  ship  at  the  aiigle»  hauling  their  wind  together,  while  the 
ahtiw  of  the  other  wing  haul  up  together  eight  points  from  the 

Fig.  IS. 


wind ;  each  ship  moving  in  this  direction  till  she  reach  the 
wake  of  the  other  wing,  when  she  hauls  close  up.  See 
Fig.  13. 

In  forming  the  line  of  battle  on  the  same  tack  from  the 
fifth  order  of  sailing  (as  the  fourth  is  not  calculated  for  form- 
ing a  line  of  battle),  the  centre  brings  to  so  as  only  to  keep 
steerage  way ;  the  weather  column  bears  away  two  points, 
and  when  it  gets  ahead  of  the  centre,  hauls  its  wind,  while 
the  ships  of  the  lee  column  tack  together,  and  crowd  sail  to 
gain  the  wake  of  the  centre,  when  they  re-taok  together,  and 
complete  the  line  (see  Fig.  14) ;  or  the  weather  column  brings 
to,  while  the  centre  and  lee  tack  together,  and  bear  away 

Fig.  14. 


two  points  free.  When  the  ships  of  the  centre  column  have 
gained  the  wake  of  the  van,  they  re-taok  together,  and  bring 
to;  and  when  those  of  the  lee  have  gained  the  rear  line,  they 
re-tack  together,  and  all  stand  on ;  or,  lastly,  the  lee  column 
brings  to,  the  centre  runs  under  easy  sail  two  points  free,  to 
get  ahead  of  the  rear  squadron,  while  the  rear  bears  away 
under  the  press  of  sail  two  points  free,  to  get  ahead  of  the 
centre  division. 
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2.  Suppose  the  weather  and  centre  columns  to  interchange. 
To  form  the  lee  under  these  circumstances,  the  centre  stands 
on,  while  the  weather  column  bears  away  eight  points,  and 
having  reached  the  wake  of  the  centre,  which  now  forms  the 
▼an,  hauls  up ;  the  ships  of  the  lee  column  tack  together  and 
run  under  a  press  of  sail,  within  two  points  firee,  so  as  just 
to  gain  the  rear  of  the  line  when  they  re-tack  together  (see 
Fig.  15) ;  or  the  lee  column  brings  to,  white  the  centre  squad- 

¥ig.  15. 


^'^ 


ron  bears  away  three  points  under  easy  sai),  and,  having 
reached  the  wake  of  the  van,  hauls  up  to  form  the  centre 
division. 

3.  Suppose  the  centre  and  lee  columns  to  interchange. 
The  lee  cdumn  stands  on  close-hauled,  under  an  easy  sail ; 
the  weather  column  bears  avray  two  points,  under  a  pteaa  of 
sail,  till  it  reaches  the  head  of  the  line,  when  it  hauls  up ; 
and  the  cent^  bears  away  eight  points,  and,  when  in  the 
wake  of  the  lee,  now  the  centre,  hauls  its  wind.    See  Fig.  16. 

Tig.  16. 


4.  If  the  weather  and  lee  columns  interchange,  the  lee 
column  stands  on  under  a  press  of  sail  close-hauled,  while  the 
centre,  under  easy  sail,  bears  away  two  points,  and  when  it 
reaches  the  wake  of  the  now  van  squadron,  hauls  its  wind ; 


92 


THE   ARMY   AND  NAVY. 


and  the  weather  column  bears  away  eight  points,  hauling  up 
when  in  the  wake  of  the  centre.    See  Fig.  17. 

Fig.  17. 


Fig.  18. 


5.  Suppose  the  centre  column  to  form  the  van,  and  the 
weather  the  rear  division.    Here  the  lee  column  brings  to, 

while  the  centre 
bears  away  two 
points, forming  the 
line  ahead  of  the 
\  \\  ^^*^*^ift^  former,    now    the 

centre ;  and  the 
weather  column 
veers  away  seven 
points  on  the  other 
tack,  forming  the 
rear  squadron.    See  Fig.  18. 

6.  To  form  the  line  so  that  the  lee  column  may  form  the 
van,  and  the  centre  the  rear,  the  lee  column  Is  to  stand  on 
under  a  press  of  sail,  while  the  weather  bears  away  three 
points  under  easy  sail,  and  the  centre  bears  away  eight  points, 
the  ships  of  each  column  hauling  their  wind  when  in  the 
wake  of  the  now  van  division.    See  Fig.  19. 

Fig  19. 


7.  If  the  line  of  battle  is  to  be  formed  on  the  other  tack,  so 
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that  the  weather  shall  form  the  van  division,  as  in  the  first 
case,  the  ships  of  the  weather  column  first  tack  successively, 
while  those  of  the  centre  and  pj    qq^ 

lee  stand  on,  the  former  un- 
der easy  sail,  and  the  latter 
shortening  sail,  the  leading 
ships  tacking  when  in  the 
wake  of  the  now  van,  taking 
great  care  that  the  ships  of 
the  centre  and  lee  draw  not 
too  near  to  the  sternmost 
ships  of  the  van,  or  to  each 
other.    See  Pig.  20. . 

8.  To  form  the  line  on  the  other  tack,  when  the  centre  and 
weather  columns  interchange,  the  weather  column  brings  to, 
while  the  centre  column  Fig.  31. 
stands  on  till  the  leading 
ship  be  fully  able  to  clear 
the  weather  column,  when 
the  ships  of  the  centre  tack 
successively,  as  they  reach 
the  wake  of  the  van:  the 
lee  column  stands  on,  tack- 
ing successively  as  the  ships  get  into  the  wake  of  the  van, 
under  moderate  sail.    See  Fig.  31. 

9.  In  forming  the  Fig.  39. 
line  on  the  other 
tack,  when  the  cen- 
tre and  lee  inter- 
change, the  centre 
brings  to,  while  the 
ships  of  the  weather 
tack,  under  short- 
ened sail,  and  the 
lee  under  a  press  of 
sail,  stand  on;  the 
leading  ship  having  gained  the  wake  of  the  line,  tacks,  and  is 
followed  in  succession  by  her  division.    The  centre  column 
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fills  and  stands  on,  wlieD  the  first  ship  of  that  column  and  the 
last  of  the  lee  bear  finom  each  other  in  a  direction  perpendicu- 
lar to  that  of  the  wind.    See  Fig.  22. 

10.  To  form  on  this  same  tack,  so  that  the  weather  and 

lee  may  interchange,  the  weather  and  centre  bring  to,  while 

the  lee  crowds  sail  till  it  can  pass  ahead  of  the  weather 

column,  when  the  ships  tack  in  succession.    As  soon  as  the 

Fig.  33.  leading  ship  of 

the  centre,  and 
the  last  of  the 
lee,  bear  from 
each  other  in  a 
line  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  wind, 
the  centre  fills 
and  tacks  in  sue- 


^""^  cession  when  in 

the  wake  of  the  now  van ;  and  the  ships  of  the  weather  column 
do  the  same  when  their  leading  ship  and  the  last  of  the  cen- 
tre are  under  similar  circumstances.    See  Fig.  23. 

11.  Suppose  the  centre  is  to  form  the  van,  and  the  weather 

Ylg.  34.  the  rear,  in  forming 

the  line  on  the  other 
tack.  The  weather 
brings  to,  while  the 
other  columns  make 
sail  till  they  can  pass 
ahead  of  the  former 
on  the  other  tack, 
when  they  tack  suc- 
cessively. The  wea- 
ther  column,  when 

the  othertf  have  passed  it,  fills  and  tacks,  to  form  the  rear. 

See  Fig.  24 

12.  Suppose  now  the  lee  column  is  to  form  the  van.  The 
weather  and  centre  bring  to,  while  the  lee  crowds  sail,  and 
ta^  when  it  can  pass  ahead  of  the  weather  column.  When 
the  last  ship  of  the  now  van  has  passed  to  windward  of  the 
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temer  weadMr  colimui,  the  von  sIxHrteiis  sai},  to  give  tinie 
tm^Ae  otker  oohnuM  to  form;  wui  the  weather  and  centre 

Fig.  25. 


fiU  at  the  same  time;  to  gam  the  wake  of  the  van,  when  they 
tack  in  sncoeBnon.    See  Pig.  25. 

7b  form  the  Orders  of  Sailing  from  the  Line  of  BaMle. 

We  must  now  show  how  a  fleet  may  be  disposed  in  the 
principal  orders  of  sailing  from  the  line  of  battle ;  and  here, 
as  before,  we  have  several  varieties. 

1.  To  form  the  first  order  of  sailing  from  the  line  of  battle- 
on  the  same  tack,  all  the  ships  are  to  bear  away  together  a& 
many  points  as  the  chief  commander  may  direct,  keeping  in^ 

fthe  line  of  bearing  for  the  proper  tack.  The  stemmost  first' 
bears  away,  and  the  others  follow  in  quick  succession,  to 
avoid  running  foul  of  each  other. 

2.  If  they  are  to  form  on  the  other  tack,  the  leading  ship! 
bears  away  four  points  to  leeward,  and  the  rest  follow  in  suc- 
cession. The  stemmost  ship  having  bore  away,  the  whole 
haul  up,  and  will  be  in  bearing  for  the  line  on  the  other  tack. 

See  Fig.  36. 

Fig.  36. 


3.  To  form  the  second  order  of  sailing  from  the  line  of 
tettle,  the  whole  fleet  is  to  bear  away  together  ten  points,  so 
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that  when  the  headmost  ship,  which  first  presses  sail,  shall 
come  abreast  of  the  second  ship,  the  second  ship  must  adapt 


Fig.  27. 


ilrtin^^ 


her  sail  to  keep  in  this  bear 
ing,  and  so  in  sacoession,each 
taking  care  to  keep  the  pre- 
ceding ship  in  .a  line  with 
herself,  perpendicular  to  the 
direction  of  the  wind.  The 
whole  fleet  will  now  be  be- 
fore the  wind.    See  Fig.  27. 

4.  To  form  the  third  order,  the  whole  fleet  is  to  bear  away 
together  ten  points,  the  headmost  half,  including  the  centre 

p.     gg  ship,  carrying  a  degree  of  sail 

to  preserve  their  line  of  bear- 
ing, while  each  of  the  remain- 
ing ships  is  successively  to 
shorten  sail,  so  as  to  form  the 
other  line  of  bearing  with  re- 
spect to  that  on  which  they 
were  before  arranged.  Sc^ 
Pig.  28. 

5.  To  change  from  the  line  of  battle  to  the  fifth  order  on 
ihe  same  tack.  Of  this  evolution  there  are  several  varieties, 
but  we  shall  mention  only  two ;  first,  when  the  van  is  to  form 
the  weather,  and  the  rear  the  lee  column,  and  the  fleet  to 
keep  as  much  as  possible  to  windward.  In  this  case,  the  van 
and  centre  tack  together,  and  run  close-hauled  in  bow  and 
quarter  line,  while  the  rear  proceeds  in  its  former  course 
under  easy  sail.  When  each  ship  of  the  centre  is  abreast  of 
the  corresponding  ship  of  the  rear,  the  centre  re-tacks,  while 
the  van  stands  on  till  the  centre  and  rear  come  up,  when  it 
also  re-tacks,  and  all  the  columns  regulate  their  distances. 
Secondly,  when  the  van  is  to  form  the  lee,  and  the  rear  the 
weather  column,  the  van  bears  away  under  easy  sail,  and 
goes  at  right-angles  with  the  line  head,  while  the  centre  runs 
two  points  free,  each  ship  steering  for  that  ship  of  the  van 
which  is  to  be  abreast  of  her  when  in  column.  The  distance 
must  be  determined  by  the  leader  of  the  van,  who  is  not  to 
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hanl  up  with  her  diTision  till  she  and  the  stemmoBt  ship  of 
the  centre  oolmnn  are  in  a  line  at  right-angles  with  the  wind, 
when  both  stand  on  under  easy  sail,  while  the  rear  crowds 
sail  to  pass  to  windward  of  both. 

6.  To  form  the  fifth  order  of  sailing  from  the  line  of  battle 
on  the  other  tack.  Of  this  there  are  also  several  varieties, 
but  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  two.  First,  when  the  van 
is  to  form  the  weather,  and  the  rear  the  lee  colunm,  the  van 
tacks  in  succession,  while  the  leading  ship  of  the  centre  is  to 
tack,  when  the  leader  of  the  van  passes  him  exactly  to  wind- 
ward, in  which  she  is  followed  by  her  division ;  and  the  rear 
manceuvres  in  the  same  manner  with  respect  to  the  centre. 
Secondly,  when  the  rear  is  to  form  the  weather,  and  the  van 
the  lee  column,  the  van  tacks  in  succession,  and,«when  about, 
either  diortens  sail  or  brings  to,  to  ^allow  the  other  columns 
time  to  form.  The  centre  and  rear  then  crowd  sail  and  tack 
in  succession ;  the  former  tacking  when  its  leader  has  the 
centre  of  the  lee  column  in  a  line  at  ri^t-angles  vrith  the 
vnnd,  or  when  its  centre  passes  astern  of  the  lee  column. 
When  the  centre  has  tacked,  it  regulates  its  rate  of  sailing 
by  the  lee,  and  both  wait  for  the  rear  to  pass  to  windward. 
The  rear  tacks  when  the  leader  has  the  first  ship  of  the  lee 
in  a  line  at  right^angles  with  the  wind,  or  when  its  centre 
slup  passes  astern  of  the  centre  colunm. 

To  Manceuvre  in  Line  of  BaUle. 

There  are  various  evolutions  or  manoeuvres  performed  by 
a  fleet  when  in  line  of  battle,  some  of  which  we  must  here 
describe 

Sometunes  the  fleet  has  to  form  the  line  on  the  other  tack, 
by  tacking  in  succession.  To  do  this,  the  leading  ship  of  the 
fleet  tadLS  first,  after  making  more  sail,  or  after  the  second 
has  shortened  sail,  to  increase  the  interval  between  them. 
When  the  first  riiip  is  about,  either  the  second  makes  more 
sail,  or  the  third  shortens  sail,  and,  as  soon  as  the  second  gets 
into  the  wake  of  the  lesider,  die  tacks,  putting  down  the  helm 
just  as  she  opens  the  weather-quarter  of  the  first  ship,  al- 
ready on  the  other  tack.    In  the  same  manner,  each  of  the 
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other  sUi^lafcbBk  wbpn  w»it^  widi^  ^^b^-l^g^^;;  ,^,tl|ei, 

Bharl«nwg.fiaii»if  oqaapsaryt  iUt  tl|e  whob  flw^btiion  thei 
other  tack.  If  a  ship  should  .|iii0B*At%yf»u9heEjn0ft(iii||i^ir4 
atdy  fill  again  «a  the  «B«iailiaki  aed^nak^.^aUtwilb^tpQtf^ 
BiUe  eqpeditioa»  Ukiim  Q%ie  aol  lo^fim  to  lee^niwl ;  Ifm^^idMr 
will  get  ahead  and-tq  wi|idward  of,l|»4biUowttig>filiipi^  Mffeich 
will  Bucoesaively  parfomk  thiw  ei^lHlJ^Da io  $k^ymk^-f»$^tki^ \ 
shipa  that  are  already  op  ^^tw  othafi  taeky^Btaadlios  on  vfitlHP 
farther  than  if  the  ship,  ahead  had  not  aliased  atays. 

But  suppose  the  ships,  are  not  to  ta^k  ii]^aii9Oes$i0a^    Toj 
fomi:  the  Uae  on  theoi^^  tach^  the  whialefleQi  ^^e^As  tggeliwar.4. 
the  rear  slnp  hauls  bat  wia4  ob  the  olh^.ta^»  wd  «ta«da^Nifr 
while,  the  rest  go  two  poiia^  free  oo^.th^.eUtMt^idkpMdMid' 
up.  aa^  they  «iQoessiTel^(^n  tb^« widi^  iof  ^^  lfladiA94i^ 

If  the-line-is-t^veer  4o<  sQaeemeD^tbe^W^hip/f(i|cr»«Li«i 
staads  foixv  poiats  free  ^Uf  the  Mlier-  laekt^hmilieg  huB^wimdi 
when  dear,  of  the  %t»rwPfm%  9bi|h  Qiidsfiie  rvit^MtowMiA^ 
haul  4ip  in  siKcoessien. 

Sometiaieatli^  fleet  l|«Mf»'twMQlwndiwafdf^^ 
of  baMlor    The  imf,  airajPc t^  dsithit^  .^«heai<h(eM^gMidt«9ay| 
roQiD,.is«fiMr  all  thf^pft^to^tftphK^githee,  whep  A»j€iet»wiB 
bei^A  liM  of  :li%ltl^oM)lt  om  hmaifm^i^kfmmd^^qiXBm'n 
ter  line  on  the  other.  -  If;  hewcpwffi  tlw  fleet:  JNtetwwiipgi|a4 
windward  in  a  narrow  channel,  it  is  best  for  the  ships  to  tack 
in  succession,  a%  wei^'thvf  alt  tot^ttek  iogedier,  the  van 
W9iddbe.seai^i|&^¥^.  the.  land,  <^;0i|e.eidfV'^^t¥<lA'<lM^#t(fft 
ship,  aoqn  after  t\»,Smthf^MjL^^^^^ 
land  on  the  other  side.    • 

If  theyan  and  centre  acs^  terifl$ejrchMgMhe^wiM9fl(MMtr 
a^^.a  little.and  ibet^  brii^  m^  ^vjiile  (l^iiiumek  pi|8fiVI^Mi^4<i' 
windwvdt  edging  a. little  to^get  alM«4^^f^^  fp^^of^r  wm  9tui 
the-s^une  line;  Jhe,  jpear»  coming joa^under^ an  4inty  juiii -edgee? 
aw^y  likeiw:i8er.tog»ia.tbe.wake  cXtb§  ii^w:qen<p»#qiM4mi-^ 

If.  the  vaa  awl  rea^r  im^  to  4nte!?eiMt|igai  |hfe  two^^aqdiceiiW^ 
are  Af^  h^mrAm^yjk  U^le  .a^(t  ^m^kiipg  Mi  ai^  tbi^Jbirfvw*] 
m^  beuK  amor  ^  litOe^nvia^  to^^}f9mf^Jl4  Hmtk^^^^^ift^ 
Tb^.rear  «t^a9da<Ml^.glH«,|he^4iead  f||^^^ybeTlil^;^wdrlW(|Hl4 

t— < _       II  ,  I  L 
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'^'*mNmmA''.w- 


■-^r- 


If  the  centre  ana  rear  are  to  mtercl 


the  van  .stanQS 


,  ,  A    r        ,  ^  ^^^''^P^^ard  and  giet  inio  '.the  wf 

if]t^^  van,    T^e  van  an^  cfJAJre  theh.edge  aw^^ 
lne.w|ffi'tn^now!rea^  '      '    . 


«|th 


'/r,  I 


Drc  important.  '  '  ,  ^,^  <i  ;.;/-,.. 

m,Wot|»^  9WeR;^flS  PftrlV^jfth  ^i;!?«^?f  •pC|tJf..^!'S.!'?v.M 
her  division.    The  weather  column  manoBUTrff|,-.iQ,.t|)^ 

W,^.(flb||^j^.iejJ^^^y,^j^,l^flr,Tjri||4.^^ 

TOP' wy^jw«WfW?#>*4wr.ioAP¥«.?>^s»^  fffi  .Hhm^^m  i 

AWp^  P«|  in,fltay?  tpge^^.^^,.^^  WPtftK?!  tj^«?  ^Pftf?«  | 
tihf^  pij^  de^^,  tjlieir.  I  h^flnf „  p^d,  j?)f ,  pi^  ,thit)jag^  ^e,,^^oj^, 
i^Ur  EacbiioljTOPjTyai  4)»si>,be.Vj^Tjr;^.  «yf«ff»?r,  pe.^,,,„ 
When.th?  colppw  jui^  ♦9,Tswin,8Rfi(^sj<pp*^,4^%pC,l 
tb^  Ipe  columnipust  i^^^fow.|iofl^^|i}  ^„vn.;t%  ot}»^^  f^l^, , 
«*»¥fed,  by,  ^i^  j}iwg?,qf,tlfftt  ^y•^wif^i^.^^,Jjifbf^  ^^  jp^jMr,  ^ 

jiame  evolution  is  performed^y„f{»5  m^^oTfW%#?^ 
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the  lee  column  began  to  veer,  to  bear  in  a  right  line  to  lee- 
ward of  them.  They  likewise  successively  spring  their  luffi 
when  the  point  at  which  the  lee  column  hauled  its  wind  bears 
right  to  leeward. 

Suppose  the  fleet,  when  in  the  fiflh  order  of  sailing,  is  to 
turn  to  windward.  Let  the  ships  be  so  arranged  that  the 
leaders  and  corresponding  ships  may  be  in  the  direction  of 
the  wind.  The  van  ships  must  tack  together,  and  must  be 
followed  in  succession,  each  by  the  remaining  ships  of  the 
division,  when  they  reach  the  wake  of  their  leaders,  or  the 
same  point  where  they  tacked ;  so  that  there  will  always  be 
three  ships  in  stays  at  once,  till  the  whole  fleet  is  on  the  other 
tack.  The  fleet  then  stands  on  to  any  proposed  distance  and 
re-tacks  as  before. 

When  the  weather  and  centre  columns  interchange,  the 
weather  and  lee  lie"  to,  or  only  keep  steerage  way :  the  centre 
column  tacks  together,  and,  forming  a  bow  and  quarter  line, 
goes  close-hauled  to  gain  the  wake  of  the  weather  colunm ;  it 
then  tacks  together  and  stands  on,  while  the  weather  column 
bears  away  to  its  new  station  in  the  centre,  and  the  lee 
column  fills. 

When  the  weather  and  lee  columns  are  to  interchange,  the 
centre  column  must  bring  to,  while  the  lee  stands  on  under  a 
press  of  sail ;  and  when  its  sternmost  ship  can  pass  to  wind- 
ward of  the  van  of  the  centre  column,  that  is,  when  the  cen- 
tre ship  of  the  lee  is  in  a  perpendicular  line  to  the  direction 
of  the  wind  with  the  van  of  the  centre  column,  the  lee  column 
then  tacks  together,  and  stands  on  close-hauled  till  it  comes 
in  a  line  with  the  centre  column,  when  it  goes  large  two 
points  to  get  into  the  situation  which  the  weather  column 
left,  and  then  veers  together,  hauling  the  wind  for  the  other 
tack.  At  the  beginning  of  the  evolution  the  weather  column 
bears  away  together  under  little  sail,  and  goes  large  six  points 
on  the  other  tack,  to  get  into  the  wake  of  the  centre  column ; 
it  then  hauls  to  the  former  tack,  going  two  points  large,  till 
it  comes  abreast  of  the  centre  colunm,  when  it  brings  to  and 
waits  for  the  now  weather  column. 

Suppose  the  weather  column  is  to  pass  to  leeward.    The 
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weather  column  is  to  stand  on  under  easy  sail,  while  the  cen- 
tre and  lee  tack  together,  carrying  a  press  of  sail  till  they 
reach  the  wake  of  the  weather  column,  when  they  re-tack, 
and  crowd  sail  till  they  come  up  with  it.  The  weather 
column,  when  the  others  have  gained  its  wake,  bears  away 
two  points,  to  gain  its  station  to  leeward,  when  it  brings  to 
till  the  other  columns,  now  the  weather  and  centre,  come  up. 

Suppose  the  lee  column  is  to  pass  to  windward.  The 
weather  and  centre  columns  bring  to,  while  the  lee  column 
carries  sail  and  tacks  in  succession  as  soon  as  the  leading  ship 
can  weather  the  headmost  ship  of  the  weather  column ;  and 
when  arrived  on  the  line  on  which  the  weather  column  is 
formed,  it  re-tacks  in  succession,  forms  on  the  same  line,  and 
either  brings  to  or  stands  on  under  easy  sail.  If  it  brings  to, 
the  other  two  columns  bear  away  together  two  points,  to  put 
themselves  abreast  of  the  column  now  to  windward ;  but  if 
the  now  weather  column  stood  on  under  ay  easy  sail,  they 
may  bear  away  only  one  point  to  gain  their  proper  stations. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  each  ship  of  a  fleet  or 
squadron  preserve  her  proper  station  and  distance  with  respect 
to  the  rest :  these  may  be  regulated  in  two  ways,  either  by 
observation  with  the  quadrant,  or  by  what  is  called  the  navai 
square.  This  square  is  usually  constructed  in  the  following 
manner. 

Construction  and  Use  of  the  ^Taval  Square. 

On  some  convenient  place  in  the  middle  of  the  quarter- 
deck is  described  the  square  A  B  C  D,  Fig.  29,  having  the 
sides  A  D  and  B  C  parallel  to  the  keel  of  the 
ship.  Through  the  centre,  6,  the  line  E  F  is 
drawn  parallel  to  A  D  or  B  C,  and  the  diago- 
nals A  C  and  B  D  are  drawn.  The  angles  E 
G  D,  E  G  C  are  bisected  by  the  straight  lines 
G  H,  G  I,  and  thus  the  naval  square  is  com- 
pleted. Now  the  angles  FGD,  PGCare  = 
four  points  each,  being  each  half  a  right-angle,  therefore  the 
angles  EGD,  EGG,  the  complements  of  these  ingles,  are 
each  =  twelve  points,  and  consequently  the  angles  E  G  H, 
E  6 1  are  each  =  six  points,  being  each  half  of  the  last  angles. 


Fig.  S9. 
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Tow.,  if  a  snip  be  tunning  clOBe-hau|bd  on  tbe  sUrboMird  taci 

"  f^^  hi^Lf^V^  wiJd/M^  it 

I  ^aSA  fiVcJpsiJ-iiaul^/  course  on  tbe  ptkei:  ^py'^^win  be  fj^(? 
.%ut  if  she  be  ^Tinning  cWse-hlauledon'theW  tact  in  ti 

same  ajrectiony  her  direction  when  close-hauled  on  the  stai 
iKMira  lack  will  peGu.    Now.  to  apply  tHft  naval  sqdave 
tbe  K^ping  of  snips  m  their  respective  stati(>i^,  si^f^ffm  tl 
^}fi'  ?fV    i  V  /'  .  1*^.^  .^^rroed  pfi  thfd  Sftix  loyder  tf  s^l 

sly^s  Q^J,h^  ^qJ^v^^  wi 

rua  to  wjipfi^w^.  wMhr.gW>it^f  ^I| 
The  ff0f?^R0j|4^  ia  thf  cpl 

/;  .Qi[  G;]L,r;i«^Q^ing,tQ  tj^  #'9QtfX!ii  of  tht 

LTh»  iiHtp^  df  ^aah ^Imoip  .wiH  l)^,  JQ'>th0t 4li^tkm!  of  :^«ie/c i ' 

columns  will  be  in  the  direction  of  the  other  diagoi^flr,  . 

To  refio/^t^'Orde^  of  Bake  on  MlfulfO^  Wind. 
,    ^metim^ ^h'e, Jin^  bt  battle  is^ disordered ^onithe  windli 
shifting,  and  requires  .to  be  restored.    CM:  tma;  there  are  sevc- 
ral^Mmo  a  few  of  which  we  wall  notice. r    ,         ,,. 

X  ^Wbeii^he  wind  comes  KM^ard  |^  tha^  |mx  pointsl  ,  Ii  ] 
lhi3  iase  lie  ^y^oie  AeeL.  except  ttie  leader »i)riiig9;to.  VtK; 
ieadttis  ship,  that  the  same  distances  between  theship^rmat 
be^piieserv  Ml  on  restoring  the  line,  steers  a  course,  as  a  ILSu . 


'.»Hj:o'» 


i^e.wmd  has  shifted  to  eidit  points,  and  applying:  thirsun 


Ip  the  fofmef xlose-h^ulfed  course,    When  Hhe  leader  hasrai> 
x/red  at  the  new  close-named  lihe  with  respect  to  the-seconj 


courj 


=*=F 
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itfh4>''tgKdad,  tbis  fiMp  ^MiiiM^i&fdy  fllhi  iliid  bears  away  as 

f«i«iyipQJiit&«tt»^e  leader  rtind'^hdh  both^tfi^e  have  reached 

tfie>clo0^btidediiiie  %i«h  respoet  to  fhethiifd  etiip,  she  also 

'  Fig.  31. 


li 


M'rri^^j^t^. 


HHi^ttd^faMfB  B^&jr;  itod  thus  with  the  rest  in  succession; 
l^iaid^cMton'^y  have  ^t  into  the  cI6s6-hauled  line,  be,  with 
the  sternmost  ship,  they  all  haul  their  wind  together,  and  the 
stemmost  ship  fills  and  stands  on  close-hauled. 

i.^isvAi^iy-b^  «cpeditiousiy  peHb^med  if  the  whole  fleet  fall 
oflf  as  soon  as  the  wind  sbift»the;same  i^iunber  of  points,  and 
the  leader  bears  t^way  eight  points  front .  the  middle  between 
ihc  former  aiid  present  ^ir^ctions.  of  the  wind ;  or.  wh^n  ^e 
wind  shifts  nearly  six.  points,  if  the  leader  bears,  away  eig^t 
points  from  the  prpaent  direction  of  the  wii^r,9od  hauiii.her 
wind  as  ^oon.as  the  sternmost  <ship  bears  fronv  her  in. the 
^lose-naul^d  line,  while  the  second  ship  bears  a^ay  when  she 
reaches  the  wake  of  the  leader,  and  l^auls  her  wind  yrhen.  sbe 
has  ag|ain  gained  hiis -wake.  The  thirds  fourth,  <&c.,8hipa 
bear  away,,  and  ^Iso  haul  their  wind  in  succession,  lill  the 
stCMrnmost  and  the  whole  (ine  be  foriped  again. . 

*  2.  Suppose  ^he  wind  conies  forward,  less  than  six  poinls,! 
and  the  order  of  battle  is  to  be  re-formed  on  the  other  tack* 
tn  this  cas^  all  the  ^hipsrare  to  veer  round  till,  their  heads 
<x)melo  the  requisite  point  with  respect  to  their  formeic  courae, 
when  th^  rear  ship,  now.  beooo^e  the  van,,  hauls  close  by  the 
wind,  followed  successively  by  the  other  .ships.  Should  the 
SiiSiftl^Cotne  ahf^ad  mpre  than  six  points,  but  less  th^  twelve, 
tUi'fl^tid'to'rtiaribBuyre  a^  before  5  hut  if  it  shift  exactly 
<<^Kri  p6lnts  aheAd^^lhe  tack  nius^  1  ■  '..\ 

'^'^^^^^iy,^sup[k)se  the  wiri^  to  shift  aft  T  if  le;i^jU^i^ti«^ 
»ints,  the  leader  hauls  her  wind,  while  theileet  stands  :OB:as, 
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before,  each  successively  hauling  her  wind  as  she  gains  the 
wake  of  her  leader.  If  the  tack  is  to  be  changed*  the  whole 
fleet  tack  together,  and  the  sternmost  ship,  now  the  leader, 
hauls  up,  while  the  rest  bear  down  and  haul  up  in  succession. 

Should  the  wind  change  sixteen  points,  all  the  ships  imme- 
diately brace  about  for  the  other  tack,  by  which  means  ^the 
fleet  will  be  going  four  points  large ;  then  the  ships  instantly 
tacking  or  veering  together,  the  order  of  the  battle  will  be 
restored  or  formed  again  on  the  same  tack  as  before  the  wind 
changed. 

Having  described  and  illustrated  the  principal  evolutions 
which  are  performed  by  fleets  or  squadrons  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  we  are  prepared  to  consider  the  nature  and 
consequences  of  a  naval  engagement 

Circumstances  to  be  considered  in  forming  a  Fleet  for  Action, 

In  forming  a  fleet  for  battle,  it  is  proper  to  consider  the 
size  and  number  of  the  ships  of  which  it  is  to  consist,  and 
the  distance  at  which  they  are  to  be  placed  with  respect  to 
each  other.  In  the  present  system  ^f  naval  warfare,  it  is 
generally  deemed  of  advantage  to  have  the  ships  that  are  to 
form  the  principal  line  as  large  as  possible ;  for,  though  large 
ships  are  not  so  easily  and  expeditiously  worked  as  those  of 
a  smaller  size,  they  are  most  serviceable  during  the  action, 
both  as  carrying  a  greater  weight  of  metal,  and  as  being  less 
exposed  to  material  injury,  either  from  the  enemy's  shot  or 
from  the  weather.  In  boarding,  too,  a  large  ship  must  have 
greatly  the  superiority  over  a  smaller,  both  from  her  greater 
height,  and  from  the  number  of  hands  which  she  contains. 
With  respect  to  the  number  of  ships,  it  is  of  advantage  that 
they  be  not  too  numerous,  as,  if  the  line  be  too  extensive,  the 
signals  from  the  centre  are  with  difiiculty  observed. 

In  arranging  a  fleet  in  line  of  battle,  it  is  proper  to  regu- 
late the  distance  so  that  the  ships  shall  be  sufficiently  near  to 
support  each  other,  but  not  so  close  that  a  disabled  ship  may 
not  readily  be  got  out  of  the  line  without  disturbing  the  rest 
of  the  fleet. 


WARUKE  OPERATIONS   AT   8EA.  105 


Advantages  and  Disadvantages  of  the  WeaAer-Gage, 
It  has  long  been  deemed  a  point  of  great  consequence  with 
the  commander  of  a  fleet  to  gain  the  weather-^ge,  or  to  get 
to  windward  of  the  enemy,  before  coming  to  action.  In  de- 
ciding on  the  propriety  of  this,  much  will  depend  on  the  rela- 
tive strength  of  each  fleet,  and  on  the  state  of  the  weather  at 
the  time.  We  shall  state  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  the  weather-gage,  as  they  are  commonly  laid  down  by 
writers  on  naval  tactics,  though  we  may  observe,  by  the  way, 
that  if  a  fleet  be  much  superior  to  its  opponent,  it  is  seldom 
of  consequence  whether  it  engages  to  windward  or  to  leeward. 
A  fleet  to  windward  of  the  enemy  is  thought  to  possess  the 
following  advantages.  It  may  approach  the  leeward  fleet  at 
pleasure,  and  can,  of  course,  accelerate  or  delay  the  begin- 
ning of  the  engagement.  If  more  numerous,  it  may  send 
down  a  detachment  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  throw 
him  into  confusion.  It  may  also  readily  send  down  fire-ships 
on  the  enemy's  fleet,  when  thrown  into  confusion  or  disabled. 
It  may  board  at  any  time,  and  is  scarcely  incommoded  by  the 
smoke  of  the  enemy.  The  reverse  of  these  circumstances,  of 
course,  acts  against  a  leeward  fleet. 

The  disadvantages  of  being  to  windward  of  the  enemy 
respect  chiefly  the  circumstances  attending  a  retreat,  should 
this  be  necessary.  The  windward  fleet  can  seldom  retire 
without  passing  through  the  enemy's  line ;  and  if,  in  attempt- 
ing a  retreat,  the  windward  ships  tack  together,  those  of  the 
leeward  fleet  may  do  the  same,  rake  the  weather  ships  in 
stays,  and  follow  them  on  the  other  tack,  having  now  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind.  In  stormy  weather,  the  windward 
diipe  can  seldom  open  their  lower  deck  ports,  and  the  lee 
guns  are  not  easily  managed  after  firing.  Again,  any  disa- 
bled ships  cannot  easily  quit  the  line  without  disordering  the 
rest  of  the  fleet,  and  exposing  either  that  or  themselves  to  be 
raked  by  the  enemy  to  leeward.  A  leeward  fleet  has  the 
advantage  of  serving  their  lower-deck  ^ns  in  all  weathers ; 
of  being  able  to  retreat  at  pleasure ;  of  drawing  off*,  without 
difficulty,  their  disabled  ships;  of  forming  with  more  readi- 
ness the  order  of  retreat,  or  of  continuing  the  action  as  long 
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as  eMmiient;  of  haviag  il  in  their  pbwer;  M^ten  #ttp<^or  ii 
^Minterj'to  tiotible  the  enemy  ;i  and  oftiihtibMdili^tlfth^reat; 
^IfeetHiie^'vilirdward nhStpd  astiie^ bear xl<mh ib^r thel  a¥ti6k. 

J)eiMtipii^9^  of  an  Emgagemm 

<  A^  "an^engkg^meht  befure^n '  Cvfo"  adverse  ships  is,  in  ^ome 
fieasifr^; Hin '  e)>il«>ine'  ^  an  engagement  1)etWe6n  two  jfleets  < 
twe^hah  first  briefly  dissbribe  the  foritier»  as  it  takes  place  an* 
det  oriiinary  circohistftfices,  and  shtfll  then  notice  the  nsUal 
'nkiinnei^  of  tiondtfcting  a  general  engagement. 
^  ^  A  naval  engagement  may  bedivi^ed  into  three  stages,  the 
p^epdrntion,  the  (action,  and  the  repair. 

When  an  enemy^s  ship  heaves  in  sight,  ^md  it  is  thought 
-Mtviisabfe  to  brii^  hier  to  an  ei^agement,  orders  are  first 
grvcn  to  clear  for  action,  which  is  began  by  the  boatswain 
^ax^his  mates  piping  np  the  hammocks,  in  order  to  clear  the 
'Space  ^bet^v^tt  dbcks,  fbr  the  more  easy  managemisnt  of  the 
'g^onsj  as'weiH  as  to  afTord  the  men  oh  the  quarter-cle^k,  i&c.,  a 
better  protection  against  the  enemy's  khot,  the  tlamiitocks' 
!behftg  M>Wed'iri  the  hettin^  libove  tKe  gnnwale  and  buK 
w«As;'-  After'tMs'thebbatliWainVmates gotowork to  Secure 
''the'yaMIS,  Whibit  is  done  by'fiistening  them  wfth  stH>ri^  chaina 
•Ofrdpes;  in  addition  to  th6se^l>y'wl^h  they  are  suspended.! 
'Jhfey'McBwiSe'getrea^Iy  stteh  mtttetiakr  Us  tnay1)e  necessary! 
•for  repairing  the  rigging,  4f  it  lihouid  be  trot  away, 'or  other^ 
^ise  'dam^Lged,  by  the  enemfy's  shot:  In  the  meantime  th^ 
ikipetirtir  dnd  his  mates  prcipare  shot'-pTogs  and  mauls, 't<>i 
stop  any  dangerous  shot-holes  that  may  be  mad^  in  the  lidlt 
ifekr'  the  snt^Kace  of  the  water,  and  ^^vtde  the  hecessalfy 
jti^ott^wotk  for  refitdng  the  chain-pumps,  iiP  their  machineify 
'"shobtd'be  injured  dnrihg  the  engftg^nient;  while  the  gunner 
ahdliis'ihates,  aMd  th^  qua:rte'ir-gamiers;  exainine  the  guns' to: 
^eeibfl^f'ttieir  charges  are  dry,  and  provide  everything  tjilit 
rmy  Ve'  reqiiired  fyt  kopplying  thej*great  'gtifts  and^bmall  ^rmi' 
wirii  a^Miiuiiiti6k<  The  master  and  master's  rh^ites  see  th^t* 
^ftiie  kils'6t*pr<^)erty  trimmed,  a6cbrdih^  to, Ibkiituatioa  bf 
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imy:   '     -'^^  ..'--=•:    '•..  -  -•.  .        .•     ..  .-    ••:■>.   •  ■ 
<lfni«n'&^^h<4ffl^7%i^'' fkve  approached  Svithtn  a  ^it^ 
"ffihtiUi^'  <«'M<^-^lftc^;'th^  'dMftes'  Wat  by  dim^r;  'tb^  b6at- 

who  are  to  manage  the  great  guns  repair  immediate)^  to 
their  respective  stations.  ^Vhd  crows,  handspikes,  rammers, 
spongei,  fKmdeVAhifriiiit'iniittthes,  nri  tmioMtaddBS,  aM^  j^laced 
i;  jlitf  bvderity^tSe^vide^of'tfte'gikiis;  die  Imtclies  are  imiiiedi- 
jfaii^  chNwd,  to  ^r^mnt  •sMtlKM  fitm'^ietiCiag  bekm^^th^ 
OMptinet  «re4farhi!hif  vp'oa  Vhb  qudFter-4eek^  Jte.,thekMMags. 
df  the '{^lQis:<  late  etiat^Joose^^  the  iodlpiODt  withdrvwfi. 
Thfr  wkola  MtMuy^  didTte  undbMoW,  is  nm  out  at  the  ports, 
«iri(le«elM  itt  the.'poibt4riafak  range;  k^adyifi^^^ 

.-.   .«...,    i    .  .  ;  .-     Tf^^^^ian.  ........ 

ilijV^bep  ths^  ;nec^s9ary.  prifpanitioiis  are  coaiplet^d*  «ad 
UiQ,<vQi;9l9  aodcpc^w  nea^y  At  Iteir  respective  stationeijiuid 
whei?  theAwpdshipa  itre^  sq^oientiy'  near  eaeh  other»in^a 
(vqe^jp  iij^tif^.sitiuat^n  for-the  ^h(»^  ^  t^p  foil  4tf[Qct,  the 
aif  l|po  Qomfrpnffi^  nrlt^ixaiv^gftipMs  '^^Aiywads  from  illia  fi^iit 
guns,  accompanied  by  the  whole  efforts  of  the  swivels  and 
small-anna.  'Tli^fiPMg'is^'iekhftn  in  volleys,  m 

^hat^ippMA  shnio  the/thip«t90!«faek;  'bortegns^ue  bad^ 
'«Miii«d'«M>«fter.<aiiMher)iw9th*at(  nmch  despttteh  <and^a|i 

i  litdd!c<mftiiitti»(to  f—siMcijcaieybefagtahtii  to&ftreoidy w|ieh 
each  gon  is  properly  directed  to  its  object.  >^  DmringtAeiflring, 
4tedsBateliaats  tnhreide?  tkit  jddoks^  lo  sea^  that  tba  bditle  is 

<  pioeaeiiMlivHlhivAwitiy,  «id  tbat^  (he^mnn  da  their^dtfty; 
"wfailo'thetmidshipfaien'seeafid  their  injunelkxtts^  ^i^  give*thie 
raeonaaitf  ]iaaisti»sd'Wbifv>ifcq^  MiMAinM 

WtheiK(0htvgi|;    T^  fmmg^  of  theae  iolbrkir  MH«6r»  4re 
ngwfciiit^i  tflmptoyad  tofaBiy^otdeiis  fh>nrthe«AptaiiiJt  'Vk^ 
i^tnftaeM  htntdt  tlw^ibiftlwiptoyedi  i»4lfe'MMg«^ 
«uvH<^i%iildv  arefi««ned  'ftfoi^tb^iiAeeks  til  tboisMrfciy 
^icfsi^\ti^66kip: '  .W4iett»  the  aorto«  fio  6olrtiMM>i0 
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long,  or  has  produced  such  an  effect,  that  one  of  the  ships 
must  yield  or  retreat,  if  the  vanquished  ship  cannot  get  ofl^ 
she  acknowledges  heir  inferiority  by  striking  or  hauling  do\¥n 
her  colours,  when  she  is,  as  soon  as  possible,  taken  possession 
of  by  the  victor,  the  commander  of  which  sends  a  part  of 
his  own  crew  into  the  captured  ship,  and  brings  away  most 
of  her  officers  and  men  on  board  his  own  ship,  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

Repair* 
The  engagement  being  concluded,  they  begin  to  repair. 
The  guns  are  secured  by  their  breeches  and  tackles  with  all 
convenient  expedition.  Whatever  sails  have,  been  rendered 
unserviceable,  are  unbent,  and  the  wounded  masts  and  yards 
struck  upon  deck,  to  be  fished  or  replaced  by  odiers.  The 
standing  rigging  is  knotted,  and  the  running  rigging  spliced 
where  necessary.  Proper  sails  are  bent  in  the  room  of  those 
which  have  been  displaced  as  useless.  The  carpenter  and 
his  mates  are  employed  in  repairing  the  breaches  made  in  the 
ship's  hull,  by  shot*plug8,  pieces  of  plank,  and  sheet-lead. 
The  gunner  and  his  assistants  are  busied  in  replenishing  the 
allotted  number  of  charged  cartridges,  to  supply  the  place  of 
those  which  have  been  expended,  and  in  refitting  whatever 
fiurniture  of  the  guns  may  have  been  damaged  by  the  action. 

Engagement  between  two  Fleets. 

A  general  engagement  between  two  adverse  fleets  obvi- 
ously involves  a  greater  variety  of  circumstances,  and  re- 
quires greater  judgment  and  more  comprehensive  skill  in  the 
commanding  officer. 

When  the  commander  of  a  fleet  has  discovered  an  enemy's 
fleet,  his  principal  object,  if  he  be  sufficiently  strong,  is  to 
bring  it  to  action  as  soon  as  possible.  Every  inferior  consi- 
deration ^ves  way  to  this  important  object,  and  all  necessary 
preparations  are  immediately  made  to  prepare  for  such  an 
event.  The  state  of  the  wind  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
will,  in  general,  regulate  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
position of  his  ships  on  that  occasion.  To  facilitate  the  exe- 
cution of  the  commander's  orders,  the  whole  fleet  is  disposed 
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in  three  squadrons,  and  each  of  these  classed  into  three  divi- 
sions, under  the  command  of  the  different  officers.  Before 
the  action  begins,  the  adverse  fleets  are  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  as  formerly  described.  As  soon  as  the  chief  com- 
mander displays  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  the  several 
divisions  separate  from  the  columns  in  which  they  were  dis- 
posed in  the  usual  order  in  sailing,  and  every  ship  crowds 
sail  to  get  into  its  station  in  the  wake  of  the  next  ahead ;  and 
a  proper  distance  from  each  other  is  regularly  observed  from 
the  van  to  the  rear.  The  chief  commander,  hottrever,  occa- 
sionally contracts  or  extends  his  line,  so  as  to  regulate  the 
length  of  his  line  by  that  of  his  adversary.  This  is  more 
particularly  necessary  to  prevent  his  being  doubled,  by 
which  his  van  and  rear  would  be  thrown  into  disorder. 
When  the  hostile  fleets  approach  each  other,  the  courses  are 
commonly  hauled  upon  the  brails,  and  the  top-gallant  sails 
and  stay-sails  furled.  The  movement  of  each  phip  is  regu- 
lated chiefly  by  the  main  and  fore-top  sails  and  the  jib ;  the 
mizen-top  sail  being  reserved  to  hasten  or  retard  the  course 
of  the  ship,  and,  by  filling  or  backing,  hoisting  or  lowering 
it,  to  determine  her  velocity.  The  signal  for  a  general  en- 
gagement is  usually  displayed  when  the  fleets  are  sufficiently 
near  each  other  to  be  within  the  range  of  point-blank  shot, 
so  that  the  guns  may  be  levelled  with  some  certainty  of  exe- 
cution. After  the  battle  has  commenced,  it  is  carried  on 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  between  two  ships,  except  that 
each  vessel  of  the  fleet,  besides  attending  to  her  own  move- 
ments, has  to  observe  the  signals  made  by  the  conunanding 
officer,  and  repeated  by  the  frigates  on  the  van  and  rear. 
The  main  object  of  the  chief  conunander  is  to  keep  his  line 
as  complete  as  possible,  by  ordering  ships  from  those  in 
reserve  to  supply  the  place  of  such  as  may  have  been  dis- 
abled, and  to  annoy  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible,  both  by 
strengthening  the  feeble  parts  of  his  own  line,  and,  if  cir- 
cumstances admit  of  it,  by  sending  down  fire-ships  upon  that 
of  the  enemy.  When  the  engagement  draws  near  a  close, 
either  by  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  or  by  the  disabled  state 
q(  either  fleet,  signals  are  made  frc»n  the  chief  conunander 
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•such of  tl,^  enepij;;8.shjp8  M^^^  strucfc 
ibjed  fthips  in^9  a  J3iaco  of  security,  and 
remainder  {Or  the  efiemv^s  squadron*  or .  if 


^  ^.W  l)is  own  disal 

^it^^  tp,c)^fus^  the  ieai,ain4er{Or  the'^^^^^^  Vt 

tjfcatbe  ippractioabiey  to  dra\^  oiTfiis^own  {snij]js  to1^rel[ltted. 
]  jSi^Qh  are  the  igei^^ral  inpideo^^,  a^tf^nding  ap  en^^^en^'  at 
aea^  fnodified,  ofjcq^mf^^  by  nufoi^roiis  circumstances;  otwmch  { 
k  g^qera)  deacrijxtion  jCan  convey  no  idea.  ,  There  are^  hyw- 
fveiV,  vvio^Sl  ipoyements  and  eyobtion^,  conyiected .  with  |l 
iia,yal-^f|ga^;ement^  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  u^  to  notice. 

"Ih  dispute  the  Weatk^Gage  toUh  an  Enemy. 

'  Where  the  weather-gag^  is  deemed  of  jsu^cient  impgrtance, 
it  iBioi^n  an  object  with  two  fleets  to  dispute  it  with  eaph 
Oth^r,  When  tfie  enei^y  is  to  windward,  and  it  is  wished  tQ 
gitin  the  weather-gage  of  him,  the  fleet  to,  leeward  ahoul/d- 
i^ypid  exteiidi^g  itself  the  lenigth  of  tl^e  enemy's  liiie,.i|i  ordier 
to  oblige  them  to.^dge  down  upon  tby^irs*,  if  t^ey  intend  (o 
attack  them;. which  will  be  the  ^neans^  if  they  stjil  per^is^  in 
doing  SQ,  of  tosing  the  advantage,  of  the  wind.|  It  is  ipnposi- 
siblerfoiT  a  i}eet  to.  leeward  to  gain  to  wlndwpd,  so  long^ps^ 
the  enemy  keep  the  wind,  uoliess  a  chan^  l^appens  in.their,^ 
&Y^iir;  aiid,  therefor^,  aU  that  ^  fleet  to  leeward  can  do 
mustbe  to  w^it  wi^  patience  for  such  a  changie,  of  which 
th^  will  undonbtedly  ay^.tl^niselyesy^aB  well  as  of  .any  In- 
Bdy.eritenQy  the  enemy  may  comn^it  in  th$  mieantio^.  And, 
B^  Iwg  a?  .the  fleet  to  J^eward  <dbes  not  extend  it^  line  the 
length  of  the  enemy's,  it  will  be^  impossible  for  ^the  latter  to 
b^i^  theni  to  action  without  running  the  hazard,  by  beanng 
down«  <^  losing  the  advantage  9f  the  wind^  which  |>oth  fleets 
will  be  so  desirous,  of  preserving..  That, a  commander  may^ 
taj^  advantage  of  such  shifts  of  the  wmd  as.  occasionally 
liaff^n,.  be  must  .^ndei9.vonr  tot  get  hi^  sWpa  'into  situations 
where  these  shifts, inast  freqnenjtly  take.pt^ce..  It.isy^ell 
knpwn  to  eiperienced  nayal  officers^  that  pai^ticular  .winds 
reiga  most  on  certain  ico^t^  jpr  off  cert^Jie^lands.  Here^ 
therefore,  the  comioander  should  awa^  th^  .apprpaph  of  |Lh^ 
ene^iy;. and  though. h^. this ,^I^  b^.^y, 99^tiq\e8  be  un^ 
iUCoegsfiiU  he  will  jnore  freijyently  j[^  a^f;§^erla|  gM^yimta^   j  • 


ikks  aid  cvn^eiits,  .oftaii ;43M(|^Sbi^ 

jiig:die^iiid . of  thej  iCiwwjr,' ,  .TJl^flpet^f tQ.  wWwwiilll^M^ 
leeptkut  tQffeeimrdas  mueb  as  {H>fi«ib]e^atlipe|i9|^Qf,iiAs  fjJ^] 
ihtiBt  iniless  the  wind  dmag»  cpiindgmhl]^^  tbey  wiU  ,{nq!P^ 

alio-lblrce  tfaont  to  keep  t)ieur  fmod^uateafiitli^y.ahifikiilcjN'iJh 
d»iD0|:tajeiigaget^iii;whieb:c999  U.lWQuldibie  Mter.tp  li|^[ 
aTlogetliflronC  of  ri^jfht.  .  ,, 

To  farce  the  Enemy  U>  Action. 
Wlienlbeepemy  appears  desii^usQ^^  an  acliop, 

ttMi^  am  variow  racrtbods  of  attempting  to.  force,  hiia  to  ^r 
gag^^l:  9fi^  finrt^^w^  he  itia#..lJiQ.  wctatbcp^gage,    la  t^U  cii9e)| 
tl»  Je&Aeeli  ivhicb  is  desiicpoapf  hiaiigingpn^aii  engng^m^^ 
taiMtAM|»/alw«y«  oa  tto  saa»e  tai^k  with.tfae.fei»wy  to  wip4?4 
w«9drt«kii»g^care  to-keep  iKsir.owii.ships  so  exactly,  ^braaj^ 
6f <(ho*w^my.te ito preveat- losiog  si^t  of  them; .alld^be|lc^l 
h^'4emij  U^  ti^Hfs  advaniage -of  tbe  first  favo^iraUe^^ifV^f 
Mn^'tO'iiialio  IhejatWiQ^ .  Aa  alteration,  of  the  cwj^f^.inajf;^ 
beJba^i^lenapCed  in  thonigbt^  Tho  lee^flMt  ivfiist  hofv^  fn- 
ga4e9  oQ>  the  JookrOttt^  and  ijbpfie  bqhi^  contionaljly  give  nq^c^ 
by  ^gnai  of  tlie^mani^euii^raa,  and  oovirs^  of  thexe^^ing  ^j^t 
jloiwiitdwwd.    Tll^ua.tH^  weather  fleet  is  ajwiays  expqisedioj 
toiwavitf  withool.  being  ahto  to  escape  undoepr  and^ih^iuc^, 
Imal  ffXMMMr  or  later  be  eompelled.to^ngage^  ^nl^s«t})ey  c^n^ 
jg<el  iotosoniefirieii^ypor^y.or.jsbould  be  &yoiirod.byi^^^, 
i(^f  wind  snffidenl  to.dispevso  botfi  fleets,  ajpd  tbw  prweoU  j 
idha|K)stibiIily  of .  a^aened  etngag^^^       • 
'  \So99fi4ly,  vbenthe^eiieiBy  is.to  leeward..  If  the  lee  fleet, 
^eap-dose  to  the  wind  ia  the  order  of  battje,  the{4eetiQ^ 
windward  is  to  stand  m  m  the  sajfaeiaaniier  ti^  it  be  ebreafrtr 
of  tlHN: eoemy^.ship  tor  ^Jiipf  and  iatf  the  san^  time.  to.  beajr, 
awaisandlsteBriSo  as^tobrpipg  theii^  respective  opppneats.q^ 
the  same-  point  of-:tfae.  compastf:  with  tbsmselve^.  .Tlnu  jt^e 
admraer#e0lrwiB:be«fuffiei^|ly  aeflur  eac^  ot(ber  to  b^gia^the, 
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for  the  order  of  battle»  by  all  the  ships  haiiling  together  close 
to  the  wind  in  the  moment  which  prcM^es  the  action.  If  the 
fleet  appear  inclined  to  engage,  it  may  bring  to,  to  prevent 
losing  time,  and  after  this  they  will  fill  as  soon  as  the  action 
OMnmences,  because  it  is  of  advantage  to  a  lee  line  to  be  ad- 
vancing ahead.  As  the  lee  fleet  fills  and  stands  in  close  by 
the  windy  the  weather  line  should  keep  abreast  before  it  bears 
away,  to  come  within  the  requisite  distance,  that  the  van 
ship  of  the  weather  fleet  may  always  keep  to  windward  of 
the  leading  ship  of  the  lee  line,  and  be  guarded  against  any 
shift  of  wind  ahead.  If  the  lee  fleet  bear  away  four  points 
to  move  their  order  of  battle  on  the  other  tack,  and  avoid  the 
action,  filing  off  in  succession  in  the  wake  of  the  van  ship, 
the  weather  line,  by  bearing  away  all  together  eight  points, 
cannot  fail,  as  both  fleets  are  supposed  to  sail  equally,  to  pass 
through  .the  middle  of  their  line,  and  force  them  to  fight  with 
disadvantage,  if  their  extent  be  double  the  distance  between 
the  two  fleets.  If  the  extent  of  the  fleet  i)e  less  than  the 
above  limitation,  then  the  weather  fleet  will  divide  the  lee 
fleet  more  unequally ;  and  if  the  distance  between  the  fleets 
be  considerable,  the  weather  fleet  will  be  able  to  break  through 
the  line.  If  the  lee  fleet  bear  away  four  points  all  together, 
being  of  equal  extent  with  the  fleet  to  windward,  and  their 
distance  from  each  other  equal  to  that  of  the  length  of  one 
of  the^lines,  should  the  weather  fleet  bear  away  at  the  same 
time  eight  points,  they  will  approach  very  near  the  stern- 
most  of  the  retreating  fleet,  but  they  will  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  cut  off*  any  part  of  that  fleet,  even  with  an  equality 
of  sailing ;  so  that  the  only  advantage  gained  by  this  ma- 
nceuvre  will  be  an  ability  of  attacking  the  rear  and  bringing 
it  to  action.  If  the  van  ship  and  the  rest  of  the  weather 
fleet  had  a  sufiicient  velocity  to  keep  the  centre  ship  of  the 
lee  line  on  the  same  point  of  bearing,  in  that  case  the  leading 
ship  may  break  through  the  enemy's  line  about  the  middle 
ship  of  the  centre  division ;  for,  supposing  the  fleets  in  the 
order  of  battle,  on  the  starboard  tack,  steering  east,  vnth  the 
wind  at  south-south-easti  being  at  two  leagues  distance  firom 
each  other,  both  the  lines  being  four  leagues  in  extent,  then 
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the  lee  line  bearing  away  all  together  four  points,  will  run 
northeast,  while  the  fleet  to  windward,  bearing  away  all 
together  eight  points,  will  steer  north,  the  van  ship  of  which 
will  keep  the  centre  division  of  the  lee  line  in  the  point  of 
bearing  north-west.  As  she  is  supposed  to  be  able  to  con- 
tinue in  this  position,  it  follows  that  the  v^  of  the  weather 
line  must  close  the  centre  of  the  flying  line  to  leeward  after 
having  run  four  leagues.  The  time  and  distance  necessary 
to  cut  off  a  retreating  fleet  may  always  be  known  according 
to  the  last  supposition.  If  the  lee  fleet  should  get  on  the 
other  tack,  and  run  large,  still  in  the  order  of  battle,  they 
will  be  sooner  forced  to  action  by  the  weather  fleet,  who  have 
only  to  bear  away  eight  or  nine  points  on  the  same  tack,  or 
run  right  before  the  wind. 

To  avoid  coming  to  Action. 

As,  in  forcing  a  fleet  to  action,  there  are  two  principal  cases 
in  which  a  fleet  may  avoid  an  action,  ii^ere  circumstances 
are  not  sufiiciently  favourable ;  first,  when  the  enemy  is  to 
windward ;  and,  secondly,  when  he  is  to  leeward.  In  the 
former  case,  the  lee  fleet  should  form  the  order  of  retreat,  if 
the  enemy  are  in  view,  and  run  on  the  same  tack  as  their 
leading  ship ;  but  if  he  is  still  out  of  sight,  and  they  have 
received  intelligence  of  his  approach  by  their  frigates  on  the 
look-out,  they  may  bear  away  large,  without  confining  them- 
selves to  keep  the  wind  directly  off,  unless  when  in  the  order 
of  retreat.  In  the  second  case,  it  seldom  happens  that  the 
weather  fleet  can  be  forced  to  an  engagement,  because  it  can 
always  stand  on  that  tack  which  increases  its  distance  from 
the  enemy ;  that  is,  by  standing  on  one  tack  while  the  enemy 
is  on  the  other.  The  windward  fleet  must  not  keep  too  near 
the  enemy,  and  must  take  all  possible  means  to  avoid  being 
abreast  of  him. 

To  Double  an  Enemy. 

It  is  often  of  advantage  to  double  the  enemy ;  that  is,  to 
bring  a  part  of  the  fleet  round  upon  his  van  or  rear,  so  as  to 
place  him  between  two  fires.  This  manoeuvre  also  resolves 
itself  into  two  principal  cases ;  first,  when  the  enemy  is  to 
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windward ;  secondly,  when  he  is  to  leeward.  In  the  first 
case,  the  lee  fleet  that  attempts  to  double  the  enemy  should 
extend  itself  abreast  of  him,  so  that  its  van  or  rear  may  ex- 
tend beyond  his  line,  in  order  to  overreach  him,  by  tacking 
in  succession,  so  that  the  extended  part  of  the  line  may  get 
up  to  windward.  If  this  manoeuvre  be  properly  executed, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  ships  of  the  weather  line  long  to 
maintain  their  stations,  for  no  vessel  closely  attacked  by  two 
others  of  equal  force  can  long  resist.  It  is  of  some  conse- 
quence to  determine  whether  the  attempt  to  double  should  be 
made  on  the  van  or  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  as  on  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  measures 
may  in  a  great  measure  depend  the  issue  of  the  battle.  In 
the  present  case,  it  is  most  easy  to  double  the  van  of  the 
enemy,  because,  if  they  are  engaged  by  the  ships  abreast  of 
them,  those  which  are  advanced  ahead  will  be  able,  by  making 
all  sail,  to  get  in  the  perpendiculiar  to  the  direction  of  the 
wind  with  the  van  of  the  enemy,  and  to  tack  in  succession 
to  gain  the  wind  of  them  on  the  other  board,  thus  keeping 
them  to  leeward;  and  when  they  are  come  sufliciently  to 
windward,  they  are  again  to  go  about,  in  order  to  keep  the 
two  headmost  ships  of  the  enemy's  line  continually  under 
their  fire.  If  there  be  two  or  three  ships  to  tack  in  succes- 
sion and  gain  the  wind  of  the  enemy,  they  may  edge  down 
on  the  van  of  the  weather  line  at  pleasure,  keeping  themselves 
a  little  to  the  windward  of  it ;  and  as  that  van  is  already 
engaged  by  the  other  ships  abreast  on  the  other  side,  she 
must  necessarily  soon  be  disabled.  If  they  bear  away  they 
must  drop  upon  the  line  with  which  they  are  engaged  to  lee- 
ward, while  the  ships  to  windward  still  continue  to  cannon- 
ade them.  If  they  attempt  going  about,  in  order  to  attack 
more  closely  the  ships  to  windward,  they  will  be  raked, 
while  in  stays,  by  their  opponents  to  leeward  and  to  wind- 
ward, who,  enfilading  them  with  whole  broadsides,  which 
they  cannot  return,  must  complete  their  disorder.  If  they 
make  sail,  in  order  to  frustrate  the  design  of  the  ships  in- 
clined to  double,  those  with  which  they  are  engaged  abreast 
to  leeward  have  only  to  perform  the  same  manoeuvre,  and 
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keep  them  under  their  fire;  while  the  others,  after  having 
harassed  them  as  much  as  possible,  will  do  their  best  to  per- 
form the  same  manoeuvre  on  the  succeeding  ships. 

If  any  of  the  ships  in  the  van  of  the  vreather  line  are  dis- 
abled in  the  masts  or  yards,  they  will  drop  astern,  and  run 
foul  of  the  next  succeeding  ship,  and  these  again  on  the  next 
astern.  Thus  the  enemy's  order  of  battle  will  be  broken, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lee  line  is  preserved ;  and  those 
ships  which  have  gained  the  wind  of  the  enemy  will,  without 
engaging  more  ships  than  they  can  manage,  contribute  to 
increase  the  confusion. 

When  the  enemy  is  to  leeward,  and  the  weather  fleet 
attempts  to  double,  the  ships  of  the  weather  line  must  extend 
their  van  beyond  that  of  the  enemy,  and  then  veer  in  order 
to  bring  the  headmost  ships  of  the  lee  line  between  two  fires. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  concealed  that  it  is  much  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  ship  engaged  in  this  service  to  attempt  dou- 
bling a  fleet  to  leeward  than  to  windward,  as,  if  disabled  or 
separated  too  far  from  their  own  fleet,  they  cannot  so  easily 
extricate  themselves  and  rejoin  the  fleet. 

To  avoid  being  Doubled. 

When  one  fleet  attempts  to  double  another,  this  latter  will, 
of  course,  do  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  the  impending  dan- 
ger ;  and  this  they  will  the  more  readily  do,  according  to 
their  number  or  their  situation.  If  the  fleet  thus  threatened 
be  to  windward,  one  of  the  methods  proposed  to  avoid  being 
doubled,  is  to  extend  the  line  towards  the  point  threatened, 
so  as  to  leave  a  greater  space  between  the  ships ;  but  in  doing 
this  there  is  a  risk  of  having  the  line  broken  by  the  superior 
enemy.  Another  method  suggested  is,  for  the  flag-ships  of 
the  windward  fleet  to  oppose  themselves  to  those  of  the  lee 
line,  which  is  supposed  to  render  several  of  the  enemy's  ships 
in  the  intervals  of  little  use ;  but  one  great  inconvenience  of 
this  manoeuvre  is,  that  it  leaves  the  van  and  rear  most  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  that  the  rear  division,  in  par- 
ticular, is  in  great  danger  of  being  doubled.  To  remedy 
these  defects,  the  largest  ships  should  be  placed  in  the  van 
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and  rear  of  each  division,  and  the  fleet  must  regulate  its  sail- 
ing in  such  a  manner  that  its  rear  shall  never  be  astern  of  the 
rear  of  the  enemy. 

When  the  enemy  is  to  leeward,  the  weather  fleet  is  to  keep 
astern  of  the  enemy,  so  that  the  van  of  the  weather  fleet 
may  be  opposed  to  and  attack  the  enemy's  centre.  Hence 
the  enemy's  van  will  become  useless  for  some  time;  and 
should  it  attempt  to  tack  and  double  on  the  weather  fleet, 
much  time  will  be  lost  in  performing  that  evolution ;  and  it 
also  runs  the  risk  of  being  separated  by  the  calm  which  often 
happens  in  the  course  of  an  engagement,  occasioned  by  the 
discharge  of  the  guns.  A  considerable  interval  might  also  be 
left  between  the  centre  and  the  van,  if  necessary  precautions 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  van  from  being  cut  off". 

Of  Chasing. 

There  are  several  circumstances  of  importance  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  subject  of  chasing,  i.  e.,  when  one  ship  or  fleet 
pursues  another,  called  the  chase,  either  to  bring  her  or  them 
to  action,  or  to  oblige  them  to  surrender. 

In  the  case  of  single  Ships. — ^When  a  single  ship  chases  an- 
other, it  is  to  be  presumed,  in  general,  that  one  of  them  is  the 
better  sailer,  though  this  is  not  always  the  case,  and  still  by 
proper  manoeuvring  the  chasing  ship,  or  chaser^  may  gain  on 
the  chase.  In  the  following  observations,  however,  we  shall 
suppose  the  chaser  to  sail  faster  than  the  chase.  The  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  chaser  will  depend  on  her  being  to  windward 
or  leeward  of  the  chase.  When  the  chase  is  to  windward, 
it  is  evident,  that  as  soon  as  she  perceives  a  single  ship  which 
she  takes  for  an  enemy,  she  will  haul  her  wind,  in  order  to 
prolong  the  chase,  as  otherwise  her  retreat  would  soon  be  cut 
off.  The  chaser  then  stands  on  nearly  close-hauled,  till  she 
has  the  chase  on  her  beam :  she  then  tacks,  and  stands  on 
close-hauled  till  the  chase  is  again  on  her  beam,  and  then  re- 
tacks.  In  this  manner  she  continues  tacking  every  time  she 
brings  the  chase  perpendicular  to  her  course  on  either  board ; 
and,  by  thus  manoeuvring,  it  is  certain  that  the  chaser  will, 
^by  the  superiority  only  of  her  sailing,  join  the  other  in  the 
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shortest  time :  for,  since  the  chaser  tacks  always  as  soon  as 
the  chase  is  perpendicular  to  her  course,  she  is  then  at  the 
shortest  distance  possible  on  that  board ;  and,  since  the  chaser 
is  supposed  to  be  the  faster  sailer,  these  shortest  distances 
will  decrease  every  time  the  chaser  tacks.  It  is,  therefore,  of 
advantage  to  the  chase  to  keep  constantly  on  the  same  course. 
without  losing  her  time  in  going  about,  as  tacking  cannot  be 
so  favourable  to  her  as  to  her  adversary,  whose  sailing  is 
superior.  If  the  captain  of  the  chaser  should  so  little  under- 
stand his  profession  as  to  stand  on  a  long  way,  and  tack  in 
the  wake  of  the  chase,  the  best  thing  she  can  do  is  to  heave 
in  stays,  and  pass  to  windward  of  him  on  the  other  tack, 
except  she  should  find  herself  likely  to  gain  advantage  by 
going  large ;  for,  if  the  chaser  persists  in  tacking  in  the  wake 
of  the  other  ship,  the  pursuit  will  be  very  much  prolonged. 

When '  the  chase  is  to  leeward,  the  chaser  is  to  steer  that 
course  by  which  she  thinks  she  will  gain  most  on  the  chase. 
If,  after  having  run  a  short  time,  the  chase  is  found  to  draw 
more  aft,  the  chaser  should  then  bear  away  a  little  more ; 
but  if  the  .chase  draw  ahead,  the  chaser  should  haul  up  a 
little,  and  thus  the  course  may  be  so  regulated  that  the  chase 
may  always  bear  on  the  same  point,  and  then  the  chaser  will 
get  up  with  the  chase  in  the  shortest  time  possible ;  for  if  any 
other  course  were  steered,  the  chaser  would  either  be  too  far 
ahead  or  too  far  astern,  and  hence  the  pursuit  would  be  pro- 
longed. The  chase  should  run  on  that  course  which  will 
carry  her  directly  from  the  chaser,  and  should  consider  which 
is  her  best  trim  with  respect  to  the  wind,  that  she  may  move 
with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity  from  the  chaser ;  for  some 
ships  have  more  advantage  in  going  large,  others  with  the 
wind  right  aft,  and  others  when  close-hauled. 

Curve  of  Pursuit. — Another  method  has  been  proposed  for 
chasing  a  ship  to  leeward ;  that  is,  by  constantly  steering 
directly  for  the  chase.  In  this  case,  the  tract  described  by 
the  chaser  is  called  the  line  or  curve  of  pursuit.  To  illustrate 
this,  let  A  (Fig.  32)  represent  the  chaser,  and  B  the  chase 
directly  to  leeward  of  her,  and  running  with  less  velocity 
than  the  pursuer,  in  the  direction  B  C,  perpendicular  to  that 
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of  the  wind.    Now,  to  construct  this  curve,  let  B  6  be  the 

distance  run  by  the  chase  in  any  short  interval  of  time ;  jom 

„.    ,^  Aft,  and  make  Al 

tig*  32.  ,      ,         ,. 

equal  the  distance 
run  by  the  chaser 
in  the  same  time. 
Again,  make  b  c,  «tf , 
dCf  ef,  &c.,  each 
equal  to  B  6 ;  join  1 
c,  and  make  12  = 
A  1 ;  join  3  d,  and 
make  3  3  equal  to  A 
1;  proceed  in  like 
manner  till  the  two 
distances,  carried  forward,  meet  at  C,  and  a  curve  deecribed 
through  the  points  A,  1,2,3,  &c.,  will  represent  nearly  the 
curve  of  pursuit ;  and  the  less  the  interval  A  1  is  taken,  the 
more  accurately  will  the  curve  be  formed.  In  this  partiottkr 
case,  the  length  of  the  distance  B  C  may  be  found  as  follows, 
provided  the  distance  A  B  and  the  proportional  velocities  of 
the  two  ships  be  known. 

Let  the  vek)city  of  the  chase  be  denoted  by  a  fraction,  that 
of  the  chaser  being  unity.  Multiply  the  given  distance  A  B 
by  this  fraction,  and  divide  the  product  by  the  complement 
of  the  square  of  the  same  fraction,  and  the  quotient  will  be 
the  distance  run  by  the  chase  B.  Suppose  A  B,  the  distance 
of  the  chase  directly  to  leeward  of  the  chaser,  be  taken  «t 
twelve  miles,  and  suppose  the  velocity  of  the  chase  thi^ee- 
fourths  of  that  of  the  chaser,  what  will  be  the  distance  run 
by  the  chase  before  she  is  overtaken? 

12x4^     9 

Now  - — -i  =  r  =9  X  V  =20i}  miles ;  and,  since  the  velocity 

1 — 1\  -fw 
of  the  chaser  to  that  of  the  chase  is  as  4  to  3,  hence  the  dis- 
tance run  by  the  chaser  will  be  =3(H  x  t=27f  miles.  As  the 
chaser  alters  her  course  at  every  point,  and  probably  sails 
better  with  the  wind  in  one  direction  with  respect  to  her 
course  than  when  the  wind  is  in  another  direction,  her  velo- 
city will  be  different  at  different  points  of  the  course.    Thus, 
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fluppose  her  to  sail  faster  when  the  wind  id  on  the  quartqrj 
her  Telocity  will  constantly  increase  to  a  certain  point,  wd 
will  then  diminish.  Hence,  in  real  practice  the  curve  of  pur- 
suit will  not  be  exactly  what  is  laid  down  in  the  above  pn>- 
t^l^n,  and  of  course  the  measure  of  B  C  will  differ  a  little 
from  what  we  have  there  laid  down. 

In  the  case  of  Fleets. — 'If  the  whole  fleet  is  to  give  chase, 
the  conunafider  will  make  the  proper  signal,  and  then  each 
ship  will  instantly  make  all  the  sail  possible.  If  the  retreat- 
ing fleet  is  not  much  inferior  to  the  other,  a  few  of  the  fastest 
sailing  vessels  only  are  to  be  detached  from  the  superior  fleet, 
\n  order. to  pick  up  any  stragglers,  or  those  ships  which  may 
hi^ve  fellen  astern ;  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  fleet  will 
keep  ^n  the  same  line  or  order  of  sailing  as  the  retreating 
fleet,  so  that  they  may,  if  possible,  force  them  to  action.  But 
if  the  retreating  fleet  is  much  inferior,  the  commander  of  the 
superior  fleet  will  make  the  signal  for  a  general  chase,  and  then 
each  4hip  will  immediately  cro.wd  all  the  sail  possible  after  the 
retreating  fleet ;  or,  if  the  chase  be  still  less  numerous,  the  com- 
mander will  detach  one  of  the  squadrons  of  his  fleet,  by  hoist- 
ing the  proper  signal  for. that  purpose,  and  he  will  follow  with 
the  remjainder  of  the  fleet.  The  squadron  that  chases  should 
be  very  careful  not  to  ei)g|ige  too  far  in  the  chase,  for  fear  of 
being  overpowered ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  endeavour  to 
satisfy  themselves  with  regard  to  the  object  of  their  chase. 
They  must  pay  great  attention  to  the  chief  commander's  sig- 
nals at  all  times;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  separation,  they 
should  collect  themselves  before  night,  especially  if  there  be 
aqy  appearance  of  foggy  weather  coming  on,  and  endeavour 
to  join  the  fleet  again.  The  ships  are  diligently  to  observe 
when  the  chief  commander  makes  the  signal  to  give  over 
chase;  and  each,  regarding  the  chief  commander's  ship. as  a 
fixed  point,  is  to  work  back  into  her  station,  so  as  to  form  the 
order  of  line  again  as  quickly  as  the  nature  of  the  chase  and 
the  disti^ice  will  permit. 

When  a  fleet  is  obliged  to  run  from  an  enemy  who  is  in 
sight,  it  is  usual  to  dmw  up  the  ships  in  that  form  or  ojcder 
called  the  Ordei-  of  Retreat;  and  the  chief  commander,  when 
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hard  pursued,  without  any  probability  of  escaping,  ought,  if 
practicable,  to  run  his  ships  ashore,  rather  than  suffer  them 
to  be  taken  afloat,  and  thereby  give  additional  strength  to  the 
enemy.  In  short,  nothing  should  be  neglected  that  may  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  of  his  fleet,  or  prevent  any  part 
of  it  fix>m  fiilling  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror. 

We  have  now>  gone  through  the  principal  evolutions  of 
fleets  and  squadrons  nearly  as  they  are  described  in  the  "  Ele- 
ments of  Rigging,  Seamanship,  and  Naval  Tactics,"  and  other 
approved  publications  on  similar  subjects.  We  have,  indeed, 
omitted  the  method  of  forcing  the  enemy's  line,  and  of  avoid- 
ing being  forced,  because  the  former  will  be  readily  under- 
stood from  what  we  have  to  add  on  the  improved  method  of 
tactics  of  Monsieur  Grenier,  and  Mr.  Clerk,  of  Eidin.'^ 

Defects  of  the  usual  Line  of  Battle. 

Various  defects  have  been  observed  in  the  tactics  usually 
employed  at  sea,  especially  in  a  line  of  battle,  and  in  the 
mode  of  bringing  an  enemy  to  action.  The  usual  order  of 
battle,  first  introduced  by  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards 
James  II.  of  England,  is  defective  from  its  length.  Its  great 
extent  makes  it  diflicult  for  the  chief  commander  to  judge 
what  orders  are  proper  to  be  issued  to  the  ships  stationed  at 
the  extremities,  while  his  signals,  however  distinctly  made, 
are  liable  to  be  mistaken  by  the  conunanders  of  these  ships : 
besides,  the  extremities  of  a  long  line,  especially  if  it  be  to 
leeward,  are  necessarily  defenceless,  as  the  enemy  may  throw 
himself  with  a  superior  force  on  the  van  or  rear,  and  cut 
either  of  these  ofi*  before  it  can  be  properly  supported  by  the 
other  squadrons.  Viscount  de  Grenier,  who  was,  we  believe, 
one  of  the  first  to  notice  these  defects,  proposed  to  remedy 
them  by  introducing  a  new  order  of  battle. 

Principles  of  De  Grenier^s  Method  of  TacHcs. 

The  leading  princijdes  of  De  Grenier's  tactics  are  founded 
on  the  fdlowing  considerations.  It  is  evident  that  each  ship 
of  a  fleet  must  at  all  times  occupy  the  centre  of  a  certain 
horixon :  This  horixon  De  Grenier  divides  into  two  unequal 
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parts,  calling  the  greater  the  direct  and  graduated  space^  and 
the  less  the  indirect^  crossed^  and  ungraduated  space.  The 
reason  of  these  appellations  is,  that  on  the  greater  segment 
of  the  horizontal  circle  there  are  twenty  different  points, 
which  may  be  marked  by  degrees  from  one  of  the  close-hauled 
lines  to  the  other,  and  to  which  a  ship  may  sail  from  the  cen- 
tre by  so  many  direct  courses  without  tacking,  whereas  from 
the  other  twelve  points,  including  that  from  which  the  wind 


Fig.  33. 


blows,  she  cannot  ar- 
rive but  by  steering 
cross-courses,  which 
must  necessarily  de- 
layherprogress.  Sup- 
pose, now,  a  fleet  to 
leeward,  so  disposed 
that  only  a  part  of  it 
can  fight  with  an- 
other equally  nume- 
rous, and  ranged  to 
windward  in  a  single 
line,  and  let  the  lee 
fleet  be  ranged  on 
three  sides  of  a  lozenge,  ab,cdf  c/,  Fig.  33.  The  squadron 
a  bf  which  is  most  to  vrindward,  being  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle,  cannot  be  fought  but  by  an  equal  number,  A  B,  C  D, 
E  F.  All  the  rest  of  that  fleet,  therefore,  must  remain  inac- 
tive, unless  the  ships  which  are  not  engaged  should  try  to 
pass  to  leeward  of  the  fleet  ab,cd,  ef.  But  should  the  ships 
of  the  weather  fleet,  which  are  placed  between  B  and  F,  bear 
away,  as  they  appear  in  the  figure,  between  Ct  and  Fi,  the 
ships  between  A  and  B,  which  are  fighting  to  windward,  can- 
not bear  away  with  them.  Suppose,  now,  that  the  ships 
between  C  i  and  F  t  have  passed  to  leevrard,  the  squadrons 
cdy  e/,  which  are  ranged  according  to  De  6renier*s  system, 
and  have  not  yet  been  engaged,  should  come  to  windward, 
and  join  with  their  friends  a  b  against  that  squadron  of  the 
enemy  A  B  which  is  still  to  windward  and  engaged ;  it  is 
almost  impossible  but  that  the  squadron  AB  must  be  de- 
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slroyed  by  8o  great  a  superiorityy  before  it  could  receive 
aasistanee  from  the  ships  to  leeward  between  C  i  and  F  t. 

J)e  Grenifsr's  Orden  of  Sailing* — He  proposes  ooly  thrse 
orden  of  sailing;  one,  when  a  fleet  is  lo  pass  a  strak;  a 
second,  when  it  steers  in  open  sea,  on  the  look-out  for  an 
enemy,  or  with  a  view  to  avoid  him ;  and  a  third,  when  on 
an  extensive  cruise,  disposed  so  that  it  cannot  be  easily  sur- 
prised or  broken.  Of 
these  thiee  orders,  only 
the  second  and  third  dif« 
fer  fipom  the  usual  orders 
of  sailing.  The  former 
of  these  is  represented 
by  Fig.  34,  where  the 
columns,  ab^cd,  e/,  are 
disposed  on  three  sides 
of  a  r^ular  lozenge,  on  the  two  close-hauled  lines.  The 
ships  of  the  two  divisions  ccf,  ef,  sometimes  to  windward,  as 
Fig.  35.  in  Fig.  35,  and  sometimes 

to  leeward,  as  in  Fig.  34, 
of  the  third  division  a  6, 
«^^  are  to  be  formed  on  two 

parallels    of  one    of  the 
close-hauled  lines  in  the 
^    ^  wakes  of  their  respective 

headmost  ships,  while  the  third  division,  aft,  is  to  be  ranged 
ahead  or  astern  of  the  others  on  the  other  close-hauled  line, 
steering  chequerwise  the  same  course  as  the  other  divisions. 
When  ab  is  to  windward  of  c  d  and  ef  (Fig.  34),  De  Grenier 
calls  that  the  windward  primiiii>e  order  of$ailing;  and  when 
to  leeward  (Fig.  35),  the  fleet  is  said  to  be  in  the  leeward 
friadUve  order  of  sailing*  These  are  the  two  principal  posi- 
tions in  almost  every  case,  and,  with  very  little  variety,  may 
become  the  order  of  battle,  of  chasing,  &c. 

His  third  order  is  illustrated  by  Fig.  36,  where  the  divi- 
sions a&  and  ef  are  si^ifMwed  at  the  distance  of  about  six 
leagues  firom  each  other ;  c  d  and  ef  resting  on  the  extremities 
of  the  base  of  a  triangle  STY,  while  the  centre  ship  of  the 
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diTiMon  a  6  rests  on  its  summit  T:  none  of  tiie  divisiMs 
would  be  out  off  by  an  enemy,  howerer  forBiidaMe»  seen 
from  its  centre  ship  at  tbe  distance  of  six  leagues ;  for  if,  on 
the  pfoper  signal,  the  division  a  b  should  steer  from  T  toward 

Fig.  36. 


X,  on  the  course  opposite  to  the  dose-hauled  line  it  steered 
before,  and  the  two  divisions  cd  and  ef  steer  from  V  and  S 
towards  X  likewise,  it  is  plain  that  each  of  these  divisions 
would  have  only  three  leagues  to  run  in  order  to  join  the 
other  two,  while  the  enemy,  which  was  first  perceived  at  the 
distance  of  six  leagues,  must  run  nine  before  he  can  come  up 
with  the  nearest  of  these  squadrons. 

De  Grenier*s  Order  cf  Battle. — To  form  De  Grenier's  order 

of  battle,  represented  in  Figs.  37  and  38,  it  will  be  sufficient 

for  the  ships  of  the  three  divisions  ranged  in  the  windward 

primitive  order  of  sailing,  to  heave  in  stays  all  together,  and 

Fig.  37.  Fig.  38. 


get  on  the  other  tack  on  the  opposite  line  of  bearing  (Fig.  37) ; 
or  for  the  ships  in  the  leevrard  primitive  order  at  once  to  haul 
the  wind  on  the  same  tack  as  they  steer;  and  they  will-fifid 
themselves  in  order  of  battle,  (Fig.  88).  When  the  two 
columns  cd  and  ef  are  to  leeward  of  the  third  division  aft, 
ranged  in  order  of  battle,  this  is  called  the  natural  order  of 
battie;  and  when  cd  and  ef  are  to  windward  of  ab,  this  is 
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called  the  inverted  order  of  battle.  The  former  of  these  is 
calcalated  for  a  fleet  combating  to  leeward,  and  the  latter  for 
a  fleet  which  must  fight  to  windward. 

To  explain  the  advantages  of  these  dispositions,  let  us  sup- 
pose the  line  A  B,  C  D,  E  F,  Fig.  39,  to  represent  an  enemy's 
fleet  to  windward  in  the  usual  order  of  battle,  on  the  close- 
Fig.  39.  hauled  line,  and  on  the 

starboard  tack;  and  let 

^    c  ab  he  one  of  the  divi- 

-   ^c:^  n  -  sions  of  a  fleet  disposed 

^^    *   <»^J^^  ^^  A  ?  according    to   the  now 

^'  d<^^^*t^  ^  naturalorder,onthestar- 

board  tack,  while  the 
lines  C(f,  e/,  represent  the  other  two  divisions  standing  on 
chequerwise  on  the  same  tack,  but  formed  on  the  opposite 
close-hauled  line.  When  the  enemy  comes  to  attack  this  lat- 
ter fleet  on  a  supposition  that  it  is  inferior  to  their  own,  their 
divisions  A  B  and  E  F,  in  order  to  attack  the  ships  a  or  b, 
must  bear  away.  Now,  to  prevent  the  attack,  each  of  the 
divisions  cd,  ef,  must  make  the  following  evolutions,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  situations  and  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
enemy.  I.  The  ships  of  the  division  a  b  are  to  slacken  as 
much  as  possible  their  headways,  and  form  a  very  close  line, 
till  the  enemy  makes  a  movement  to  attack  the  headmost  or 
sternmost  ship  of  that  division.  2.  The  ships  of  the  division 
cdf  are  to  make  sail  till  they  come  under  the  second  or  third 
ship  of  the  rear  of  the  line  of  battle  ab,  when  they  will  take 
the  same  sail  as  the  ships  of  that  division,  to  presei-ve  that 
position  until  the  hostile  ships  make  their  evolution  to  attack 
the  rear  ships  of  that  division.  In  this  situation  the  ships  of 
the  division  c  d  will  be  able  to  observe  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
enemy,  in  order  to  change  tack,  and  form  themselves  in  order 
pf  battle  on  the  opposite  board  as  soon  as  the  hostile  ships  shall 
have  run  over  a  certain  space ;  because  the  ships  of  the  divi- 
sion G  d,  steering  afterwards  close-hauled  in  the  wake  of  the 
sternmost  ship  of  the  division  aft,  will  be  able  to  cover  the 
rear  ships  of  that  division,  and  get  the  weather-gage  of  the 
hostile  divisions  which  are  bearing  away ;  rake  their  ships ; 
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run  alongside  of  them;  double  their  rear-guard,  and  put  it 
between  two  fires,  if  those  hostile  ships  are  following  in  the 
wake  of  each  others  divide  it,  if  they  bear  away  chequer- 
wise ;  or  gain  to  windward,  and  put  between  two  fires  the 
enemy's  division  C  D,  while  engaged  with  the  division  a  b. 
3.  The  division  ef  may  abandon  their  post,  and  run  chequer- 
wise under  a  press  of  sail,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  falls  ahead 
of  aft;  that  if  the  enemy's  division  A  B  attempt  to  fall  on 
ef,  or  on  the  van  of  a  b,  they  may,  by  going  about,  steer  in 
order  of  battle  close-hauled  on  the  opposite  line,  and  cover 
the  ship  a,  double  the  hostile  division  C  D  ahead,  or  divide 
A  B,  which  is  running  chequerwise  on  the  opposite  tack. 

Fig.  40  marks  an-  ^'"S-^o, 

other  method  of 
manoeuvring  by  the 
divisions  c  d,  e  fy 
when  the  enemy's 
ships  are  arranged 
in  a  single  line,  not 
well  formed. 

Figs.  41  and  42  illus- 
trate De  Grenier's  me- 
thod of  placing  the  chief 
commander's  ship,  and 
the  frigates  and  trans- 
ports attached  to  a  fleet. 
A,  Fig.  41,  is  the  chief 
commander,  placed  a- 
head  of  the  fleet,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  headmost  of  the 
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second  division,  and  in 
the  same  direction  of 
the  wind  as  the  head- 
most ship  of  the  first 
division :  /,  /,  are  two 
frigates,  observing  the 
same  rule  and  position 
with  respect  to  the  van 
ship  of  the  third,  and 


Fig.  42. 
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rear  of  the  first  division.  When  the  fleet  is  in  order  of  battle, 
as  in  Fig.  42,  the  chief  commander's  ship,  A,  is  in  the  centre 
of  the  lozenge,  and  two  of  the  frigates,/,/,  are  on  the  fourth 
side  of  the  lozenge.  The  transports  and  store-ships,  when  the 
fleet  is  in  order  of  sailing  or  convoy,  occupy  the  space  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  lozenge,  but  in  order  of  battle  they  are  dis- 
posed in  a  line,  opposite  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

Such  are  the  principles  of  L'Art  de  Guerre  en  Mer,  ou 
Tactique  Navale,  &c.,  par  M.  le  Viscompte  de  Grenier. 

M\  Clerk's  Tactics. 

His  Obfections  to  the  usual  Method  of  Attack. — Before  enter- 
ing on  an  explanation  of  Mr.  Clerk's  tactics,  it  will  be  proper 
to  state  his  objections  to  the  usual  method  of  bringing  ships 
to  action,  by  the  weather  ship  or  fleet  steering  directly  down 
upon  the  enemy.  By  doing  this,  the  enemy  to  leeward  often 
has  an  opportunity  of  completely  disabling  the  ships  making 
the  attack,  as  the  former  can  use  all  their  guns  on  one  side, 
while  the  latter  can  only  use  their  bow-chasers.  Suppose  B, 
Fig.  43.  Fig.  43,  to  represent  a  ship  of    Fig.  44. 

^    eighty  guns  to  windward,  in  sight       jj 
of  an  enemy's  ship  of  equal  force, 
F,  to  leeward.    Now,  if  B  bears 
4i  down  directly  upon  F,  the  latter, 

by  lying  to,  as  in  Fig.  44,  will 

present  a  broadside  of  forty  guns,  all  bearing  for  a 
considerable  time  on  B,  while  the  latter,  c<Mning  down  head- 
wise,  can  only  bring  the  two  light  guns  of  her  forecastle  to 
bear  on  F ;  not  to  mention  that  F,  by  lying  broadside  to,  will 
have  her  masts  and  rigging  little  exposed  to  the  enemy's  shot, 
while  B,  standing  head  on,  is  exposed  to  be  raked  by  every 
shot  from  F ;  and  in  particular,  her  rigging  is  in  the  utmost 
danger. 

ClerVs  new  method. — Instead  of  this  objectionable  mode  of 
amck,  Mr.  Clerk  proposes  that  B,  having  the  wind,  should 
run  down  astern,  as  in  the  dotted  line  at  Fig.  45,  till  she  gets 
into  the  course  of  F,  near  her  wake,  or  in  such  a  position  as 
"will  bring  her  parallel  to  F's  course,  and  within  a  proper 
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distance,  when  riie  can  ran  up  dose  alongside  of  F,  and  e&ijlig^ 
on  equal  terms;  or,  that  she  should  shoot  ahead,  then  veer, 


Pig.  45. 


Fig.  46. 


/ 
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and  run  down  on  the  weather  bow  of  F,  as  in  Fig.  469  till  she 
can  force  the  chase  to  bear  away  to  leeward,  keeping  close 

I  by  her,  on  equal  terms,  taking  care,  in  both  cases,  not  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  F  to  bring  her  broadside  to  bear  on  her 
without  retaliation. 

Effects  of  firing  at  the  Hull  or  Rigging. 

Fig.  47  is  emjdoyed  by  Mr.  Clerk  to  illustrate  the  diflforent 
ptDeedure  of  a  French  ud  an  English  man  of  war  in  firing, 


Fig. 


-ft 


47. 


the  former  at  the  riggings  and  the  latter  at  the 
hull  of  the  enemy,  with  their  eflfeets.  Let  F 
represent  a  lai^  ship  desirous  of  avoiding  a 
close  ei^pj^enient,  but  lyii%  to  to  receive  with 
advantage  an  enemy's  ship,  B,  of  equal  force. 
Suppose  that  F,  by  firing  at  the  rigging  of  B, 
may  have  carried  away  some  of  the  principal  stays,  several 
of  the  windward  shrouds,  a  fore-topmast,  or  other  rigging  of 
less  ooosequenoe,  without  having  wounded  a  single  man ;  and 
suf^MMe  a  secrnid  ship,  consort  to  F,  receiving  an  enemy's 
ship  like  B,  but  firing  only  at  her  hull,  so  as  to  kill  thirty  or 
forty  men,  without  damaging  her  rigging.  Now,  when  F 
and  her  consort  wish  to  avoid  a  close  engagement,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  ship  B,  which  has  lost  part  m  her  rigging,  is 
mudb  more  disabled  firom  coming  to  close  action  than  her 
consort,  whose  rigging  is  entire,  though  she  may  have  lost  a 
great  number  of  her  men. 
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One  Shq^  of  the  Line  cannot  be  exposed  to  the  Fire  of  many 

Ships. 
By  the  scheme  at  Fig.  48,  it  is  intended  to  illustrate  the 
impossibility  of  one  ship  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  many 
ships  at  one  time.  Let  I,  H,  F,  H,  I,  represent  five  ships  in 
line  of  battle  ahead,  about  a  cable's  length,  or  340  yards 
asunder ;  and  suppose  the  length  of  each  ship  to  be  forty 
yards,  so  that  the  whole  space  between  the  head  of  one  ship 
and  the  head  of  that  next  adjacent  equals  280  yards.  Let 
the  perpendicular  line  F  K,  extending  from  the  beam  of  F 
six  cables'  lengths,  or  1440  yards,  be  divided  into  six  equal 
parts.  It  is  evident  that  any  ship  stationed  at  E  in  the  line 
F  K,  720  yards  distant,  cannot  long  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
more  than  the  centre  ship,  F,  of  this  squadron.  For,  if  we 
suppose  that  H  and  K,  ahead  and  astern  of  F,  can  bring 
their  broadsides  to  bear  on  E,  by  putting  themselves  in  posi- 
tions for  that  purpose,  they  will  not  only  disorder  their  own 
line,  but  one  will  leave  her  head  and 
the  other  her  stem  exposed  to  a  raking 
fire  from  the  opposite  ships  B  B  in  the 
enemy's  line.  If  B  can  suflfer  little 
from  the  two  ships  H,  H,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  720  yards,  it  is  evident  that 
she  will  sufifer  still  less  from  these 
ships  as  she  approaches  nearer  the 
enemy's  line.  Again,  if,  instead  of  a 
cable's  length  asunder,  we  suppose  the 
ships  I,  F,  I,  two  cables'  length  asun- 
^  der,  to  bear  on  the  ship  B,  it  is  evident 
from  the  figure,  that  in  this  case  B  will  not  be  more  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  I  and  I  at  the  distance  of  1440  yards,  than  she 
was  to  that  of  H  and  H  at  half  that  distance ;  and  so  in 
similar  cases. 

Principles  on  which  the  bringing  of  Ships  to  Action  is  founded. 

In  explaining  the  principles  on  which  we  are  to  judge  of 
the  advantages  or  defects  of  diflbrent  modes  of  bringing  ships 


WABUKB  OPSRATIOKS  AT  SEA. 


128 


to  action,  Mr.  Clerk  supposes  a  fleet  of  ten,  twenty,  or  more 


Fiff,  49. 
O  «0  CD  0*0  I 


ships  of  eighty  guns  each, 

drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 

to  leeward,  as  at  F,  (Fig. 

49),  and  lyuig  to  with  an 

intention  of  avoiding  an 

action;  while  another  fleet 

as  B,  of  equal  number  and  force,  also  drawn  up  in  line  of 

battle,  three  or  four  miles  to  windward,  wishes  to  make  an 

attack,  and  come  to  close  quarters  on  equal  terms.    The  fleets 

being  thus  disposed,  should  the  fleet  at  B  attempt  running 

down  to  attack  the  fleet  at  F,  each  ship  standing  head  on  to 

the  opposite  ship  in  the  leeward  line,  it  is  to  be  expected, 

from  what  we  have  already  stated,  that  the  attacking  ships 

will  be  disabled  at  least  in  their  rigging  before  they  can  come 

to  dose  action;  but,  suppose  that  the  commander  of  the 

weather  fleet,  though  his  ships  have  been  disabled  in  their 

rigging  during  their  course  a  a  a,  to  leeward.  Fig.  50,  has 

made  them  bring  to  at  a  great  1^*  ^* 

distance,  but  sufficiently  near  to  j*    j      |      {*    !      j     '* 

injure  F ;  this  latter  fleet,  which  r=>OTa  Q  baJU  t=» 

has  been  endeavourii^  to  avoid 

an  action,  will  now  bear  away 

with  little  injury  to  a  new  station, 

as  6,  and  there  remain  out  of  the 

reach  of  B's  shot ;  and  this  fleet 

must  repair  its  rigging  before  it  can  make  another  attack. 

Again,  suppose  that  the  fleet  B,  instead  of  standing  head 
on,  were  to  run  down  in  an  angolar  course,  as  in  Fig.  51.  It 
is  plain  that  if  any  ship  in 
this  angular  line  should  be  ^^' 

crippled,  her  defect  in  sail- 
ing will  occasion  a  confusion 
of  several  of  the  other  ships 
in  that  line.    It  may  be  said,  g^^^^^"^      ^    ^^ 

that  the  stoppage   of  one 

ship  ahead  will  not  necessarily  produce  a  stoppage  of  every 
ship  astern  of  her,  because  they  may  run  to  leeward  of  the 

17 
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JiMiMed  ikip;  but  we  m«rtt  obflerre  that  by  this  thne  the 
Bhipe  ahead  in  the  vatt  of  A  may  be  eiigaged,  and  conseqneiitly, 
not  having  much  headway,  are  nearly  stationary,  so  that  each 
ship  astern,  in  attempting  to  bear  down,  as  at  D,  D,  may  be 
confined  to  a  certain  course,  and  mast  run  the  risk  of  being 
raked  in  coning  down  before  the  wind,  and  consequently,  of 
being  disabled  before  coming  up  with  the  enemy. 

TMrdly,  the  van  of  the  fleet  B  havii^  attained  their  sta- 
ti<Hi  at  A,  abreast  of  the  van  of  P,  Fig.  58,  and  having  began 

the  action,  the  van 
Kg.  M-  ships  of  P,  with  a 

viewtoretreat,may 
throw  in  a  broad- 
side on  the  van  of 
B,  and  then  bear 
away  in  succession, 
af  at  H,  foBowed  by  the  rest  of  the  fleet  P,  which,  after  ex- 
p.    g3  ehangingbroadsideswith 

,  J  the  van  of  B,  may  draw 

^•^•••••••'•^^^  up  in  a  n«w  line  two  or 

three  miles  to  lecfimfd,  al  I,  I,  Fig.  53. 
Suppose,  again,  for  further  iUustriAion,  that  B,  Fig.  54, 

represents  a  ileet  put- 
^^'J*'  ting  bef<m»  the  wind, 

each  ship  intending, 
wlfeen  brought  to  at  a 
determined  distance  at 
A,  to  take  «p  her  par- 
ticular antagonist  in 
the  line  of  the  enemy, 
P,  to  leeward ;  and  let 
P  be  supposed  at  rest, 
without  any  motion  a- 
head.  It  is  easy  to 
conceive  that,  while  the 
alternate  ships  of  P's  line,  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  with- 
draw from  battle  to  G,  0, 6,  the  intermediate  ships  left  be- 
hind them  in  the  line  will  be  sufficient  to  amuse  even  the 
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wiide  of  B'b  fleet,  till  the  flfaips  6  shall  form  a  new  line  H, 
as  a  support  from  the  leeward.  la  such  case  B,  after  being 
disabled,  and  not  baving  foreseen  the  manceavre,  wiH  neither 
be  able  to  prevent  the  intermediate  ships  with  whieh  he  is 
engaged  from  bearing  away  to  join  their  friends,  nor,  were 
he  able,  would  it  be  advisable  to  follow  them;  for  die  same 
man(Buvre,withequal  success,  can  again  and  again  be  repeated. 

To  explain  the  relative  motion  of  these  two  fleets,  let  F, 
Fig.  55,  represent  a  fleet  of  twelve  ships  in  line  of  battle,  a 
Gable's  length  asun-  Fig.  S5. 

der,    and    suppose  V 

the  length  of  each 
ship  from  the  end 
of  the  jib-boom  to 
the  stern  to  be  36} 
iathoms.  The  whole 
fleet  will  occupy  a 
space  of  two  Eng* 
lish  miles;  and  if  it 
be  supposed  to  sail 
in  the  direction  F  *       --       •       » 

6,  at  the  rate  of  four  knots  an  hour,  it  will  in  an  hour  have 
moved  to  6,  four  miles  fipom  its  former  position. 

Now,  let  there  be  an  opposite  fleet  B,  also  twelve  ships, 
situated  four  miles  to  windward,  and  let  the  point  A  be  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  right  to  windward  of  the  point  6.  Then, 
if  B,  by  bearing  away  in  the  direction  B  A,  gain  .the  ppint 
A  at  die  same  time 

that  the  leeward  fleet  ^-  ^ 

F  has  arrived  at  6, 
B  will  have  oMived 
neariy  at  the  rate  of 
5|  miles  an  hoVf  aad 
the  angle  contained 
between  the  direc- 
tion of  its  lias  of 
bearing  and  iCa  prfr> 
[eenl  course  will  be  nearly  feor  points 
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Secondly,  in  Fig.  56,  if  F,  by  carrying  more  sail,  move  at 

the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour  from  F  to  G,  then  B,  with  a 

more  slanting  coarse,  will  have  more  diflkulty  in  keeping  the 

line  abreast  while  coming  down  to  the  attack,  owing  to  the 

additional  obstruction  which  will  attend  each  succeeding  ship 

in  such  a  slanting  course.    Again,  if  the  leeward  fleet  shall 

lie  up  one  point  higher,  as  F  6,  Fig.  57,  the  rears  of  the 

_.     ,^  two  fleets  will  be  re- 

Fig.  57.  , 

3  moved    to  a  much 

_  greater  distance,and 

the  van  A  must  be 
^swmer  up  with  the 
J,  enemy's  van,  and  of 
-  H  course,  so  much  far- 
ther from  support, 
while  F,  bringing  up 
his  ships  in  succession,  may  disable  the  van  of  A,  and  auer- 
wards  bear  away  at  pleasure  with  little  injury,  as  at  H.  Now 
B  being  supposed  disabled,  and  having  his  rear  D,  distracted, 
will  be  unable  to  prevent  F  from  escaping. 

From  these  considerations,  it  appears  that  a  fleet  to  wind- 
ward, by  extending  its  line  of  battle>  with  a  view  to  stop  and 
attack  the  whole  line  of  an  enemy's  fleet  to  leeward,  must 
labour  under  considerable  disadvantages,  and  will  scarcely 
succeed  in  the  attempt. 

Jiew  Mode  of  Attack  from  the  Windward. 

On  these  principles  Mr.  Clerk  explains  the  reason  why  the 
French  fleets  so  repeatedly  escaped  from  the  English  without 
any  serious  defeat  or  loss,  viz.,  1^  avoiding  a  general  engage- 
ment, and  disabling  the  English  van  as  it  bore  down  to  at- 
tack them.  He  therefore  reconunends  a  diflferent  mode  of 
attack  from  the  windward,  which  we  shall  proceed  to  illus- 
trate by  proper  diagrams. 

Let  F,  Fig.  58,  represent  a  fleet  in  line  of  battle,  under 
easy  sail,  willing  to  avoid  an  action,  but  ready  to  receive  an 
attack  in  the  usual  way,  from  another  fleet  B,  three  or  four 
miles  to  windward,  arranged  in  three  columns.    How  shall 
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B  make  the  attack  on  F,  so  as,  without  aiming  at  the  impro- 

Flg.  58. 


OCDOOl 


bable  advantage  of  taking  or  destroying  the  greater  part  of 
this  fleet,  they  may  secure  three  or  four  of  the  stemmost 
ships?  Mr.  Clerk  advises  that  a  sufficient  strength  be  de- 
tached to  secure  these  ships,  vrhile  the  chief  commander  keeps 
aloof  vrith  the  rest  of  his  fleet,  disposed  as  in  the  figure,  ready 
to  make  the  necessary  observations,  and  give  the  requisite 
support  to  the  detached  ships.  If  F  continues  to  avoid  an 
action  by  standing  on  in  line,  the  detachment,  coming  into 
the  position  B  A,  will  secure  the  three  ships  at  I;  and  if  the 
headmost  ships  of  F  were  to  tack,  and  be  followed  by  the 
rest  in  succession,  as 

in  Pig.  59,  not  only  ^g-  *«• 

the  three  ships  at  I 
will  be  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  ships 
detached  from  B,  but 
two  more,  as  6,  will  be  exposed  to  an  attack  from  another 
squadron  of  B,  at  C.  If  all  the  ships  of  F  tack  together,  as 
in  Fig.  60,  the  delay, 
and  probably  the 
confusi<m,consequent 
on  this  manoeuvre, 
will  still  more  en- 
danger the  sternmost 
ships,  or  vrill  bring  on  a  general  and  close  action.  Again,  if 
F  attempts  to  haul  off,  beginning  vnth  his  stemmost  ship  6, 
and  then  runs  to  leeward,  as  at  Fig.  61,  he  will  expose  his 
ships  to  a  raking  fire  from  B,  and  still  endanger  his  stemmost 
ships,  by  getting  too  fiur  to  leeward  for  their  support ;  or,  if 
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the  hearitnost  akips  at  H,  P^. 

Fig.  61. 


-mW 


Teerfirati  and  be  Mk>wed 
by  the  reit  astern,  the 
danger  woald  be  still 
greater.  Thus  it  appears 
that,  in  every  assignable 
case*  a  fleet  to  leeward, 


Fig.  62. 
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Fig.  63. 
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avoiding  an  attack  from  an  eqval  or  superior  to  windward, 
as  here  advisedt  by  preserving  the  line,  vrill  risk  the  lossof 
three  or  more  of  their  sternmost  ships. 

Now,  let  us  suppose  that  F,  while  standing  on  alineondie 
larboard  tack,  when  threatened  with  an  attack  on  his  rear 
from  B,  veers  and  passes  on  opposite  tad»  to  leeward.    (See 

Fig.  63.)  The  oonsequenee 
of  this  will  be,  that  his 


Figr.  64. 


headmost  ships   will   be 
forced  to  leeward  by  B, 
'^^  and  compelled  to  engage 
underdisadvantageouscir- 
comstanoes;  and  the  dis- 
advantage to  F  will  be 
again  veers  add  resumes  his 
former  positkM)«  as  at  6, 
Fig,  64|  or  stands  on  be- 
fore the  wind  as  at  P,  Fig. 
65. 

We  have  hitherto  sup- 
posed that  the  wind  has 
been  fixed  to  one  point ;  but 
I  let  us  suppose  it  to  shift, 

and  let  us  inquire  what  will  be  the  eiect  of  such  a  circun- 
stanoe  on  the  two  lines  F  and  B.  While  the  fleets  are  in  the 
former  position,  F  in  line,  and  B  in  four  divisions,  B,  B,  B,  K 
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Fi^.  66. 


B 


Fig.  67. 


^      ^^'^^ 


shift  to  the  west.    The  only  consequence  of  this  will  he,  dial 

F  win  be  thrown  stfll  farther  to  leeward,  to  its  greater  di»- 

advantage.      Bat    let 

the  wind  shift  to  east, 

so  as  to  be  ahead,  as 

in  FigB.  67  and  68; 

still,  if  the  commander 

of  B  manages  properly, 

and  carefally  watehes 

the  motions  of  F,  this 

change  will  produce  no 

advantage  to  the  tatter.  "^  - 

For  B  has  nothing  to 

do  but  veer  as  the  wind 

comes  round,  so  as  to  bring  his  ships  to  windward  of  the  three 

sleramest  'Ships  of  F,  and  to  leewaid  of  the  rest  of  his  line, 

so  as  to  out  oJBT  the  three  stemmest  sitipB. 

If  the  wind  should 

Fia.6S. 


0 
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supposed  to  veer 
point  to  pmit,  all 
raund  the  compass,  so 
that  the  fleet  F,  main- 
taaning  the  weaAer- 
gage  of  B,  shall  make  a 
ciicwt  roaod  B  to  lee. 
watd;  still,  if  B  act 
cautaausty,  F  will  lose 
the  tiuee  threatened 
abipa. 
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Lutly,  soj^poee  the  wind  should  instantly  shift  to  a  point 
opposite  to  what  it  was  at  the  oonunencement  of  the  attack, 
as  from  north  to  south.  Before  it  can  be  ascertained  whether 
such  a  change  will  be  to  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  of  F, 
the  relative  situatimis  of  the  two  fleets  must  be  considered. 
Suppose  that  the  van  and  centre  be  separated  at  some  dis- 
tance finom  his  rear,  and  that  in  consequence  this  fleet  shall 
have  taken  such  a  position  as  is  shown  at  Fig.  69.    Though 

in  this  case  he  will  have 
got  to  windward,  his 
three  ships  can  never 
beregained  or  preserved 
from  the  attack  of  B. 
The  most  favourable 
situation  for  F  would  be 
when  the  fleets  were  in 
the  position  denoted  by 
Fig.  66,  as  then  he  could  not  only  support  his  three  ships 
with  advantage,  but  even  threaten,  and  cut  off  a  part  of  B's 
detachment.  In  attempting  this,  however,  he  incurs  the  risk 
of  coming  to  a  close  engagement,  which  we  have  supposed 
him  to  be  sedulously  avoiding. 

Prom  the  Leeward. 

Besides  this  method  of  attack  from  the  windward,  by  de- 
tachments from  ^he  main  fleet,  Mr.  Clerk  shows  how  a  suc- 
cessful attack  may  be  made  by  a  fleet  to  leeward^  by  its  break- 
ing the  en^ody's  line,  and  this,  either  near  the  rear,  near  the 
centre,  or  not  far  fit»n  the  van,  of  which  cases  the  two  former 
will  be  most  likely  to  prove  successful.  The  enemy's  line  can 
only  be  cut  when  the  two  hostile  fleets  veer  on  opposite  tacks. 
The  most  simple  method  of  effecting  this  is,  for  the  van  ship 
of  the  attacking  squadron,  instead  of  ranging  parallel  to  that 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  leeward  of  him,  to  pass  throl^;h  the  first 
interval  that  oflfers,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  line,  which  is 
thus  led  across  that  of  the  enemy.  In  consequence  of  this 
manoeuvre,  the  van  of  the  leeward  fleet  vnll  be  to  windward 
of  the  enemy's  rear,  and  thus  the  attacking  squadron  will 
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have  its  line  entire,  while  that  of  its  adversary  is  divided. 
Again,  the  ships  of  the  rear  division,  having  their  progress 
obstmcted,  will  probaUy  crowd  on  each  other,  get  into  confii- 
si<»i,  and  be  driven  to  leeward. 

Having  now  laid  down  the  fundamental  rules  by  which 
annies  and  fleets  are  managed,  we  shall,  in  the  next  chapter, 
commence  the  American  Wars,  at  a  period  when  WASHUfOTOii 
commences  his  great  career,  and  the  British  urge  their  pre* 
posterous  doctrine— the  right  of  taxing  colonies  not  repre- 
sented in  her  govemment ;  which  led,  finally,  to  a  rupture 
between  the  **  mother  country"  and  her  infant  colonies. 
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PART  II. 


FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 


CHAPTER  I. 

lotrodnetioD— CAttfle  of  tlie  War— Tlie  Ohio  Compuiy^— Geotge  WaahiqgUMi** 
Mianon  to  tho  Western  WiLden^eee^Hii  Safierings  and  'DaQgerr— Hia  Return. 

Whbh  our  enterprising  fiithers  bad  become  willing  exiles, 
fiir  from  the  land  of  their  birth,  to  seek  a  home  in  an  almost 
unknown  and  trackless  wilderness,  where  they  hoped  to  escape 
from  that  religious  persecution,  and  political  oppression,  which 
had  for  ages  swept  like  a  moral  pestilence  over  the  earth,  or 
lay  as  a  heavy  load  on  the  souk  of  men;  when  their  un- 
ceasing toils  had  opened  the  forest  to  the  fertilizing  rays  of 
the  sun,  and  sheltered  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
elements ;  when  they  had  struggled  for  years  against  a  foe 
who  was  eloquent  in  council,  brave  and  artful  in  the  field, 
ferocious  in  anger,  their  lives  teeming  with  disgusting  excess 
and  brutal  passion,  despising  danger  and  death,  neither  asking 
for,  nor  extending  mercy ;  when  they  had  encountered  the 
shaggy  bear,  and  heard  the  terrifying  roar  of  the  lion,  the 
fierce  growl  of  the  sanguinary  tiger,  and  the  howl  of  the  ra- 
pacious wolf  around  their  little  habitations,  where  the  general 
stillness  which  reigned  in  the  vast  forest  was  broken,  only  by 
the  thunder  of  the  cataract,  the  deep  voice  of  Indians,  or 
the  moanings  of  wild  beasts,  as  they  ''  roared  after  their  prey, 
and  sou|^t  their  meat  frtmi  God ;''  when  the  quarrels  between 
foreign  monarchs  had  involved  our  frithers  in  a  bloody  war 
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with  the  French  and  Indians  in  the  reign  of  William  III ; 
when  the  jealousy  subsisting  between  the  British,  Frendi, 
and  Spanish,  aided  by  an  ungovernable  thirst  for  power  and 
dominion  in  America,  had  again  impoverished  and  distressed 
the  colonies,  crimsoned  the  soil  with  the  blood  of  the  vdiant 
in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne's  War ;  when  similar  causes  had 
aroused  the  demon  War  again,  to  spread  terror  and  death, 
with  fire  and  sword,  in  the  reign  of  George  II,  during  which 
periods,  men  professing  to  be  Christians,  turned  those  ruthless 
Uood-houikls  of  the  forest  against  each  other,  who,  rushing 
firom  their  ambushes  with  fiendish  yell,  often  waged  ingloriooi 
war,  with  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  against  the  welJ: 
and  the  innocent ;  and  when  all  these  horrors,  like  a  legion  of 
destroying  fiends,  had  stalked  over  the  infant  colonies,  crurfi* 
ing  for  a  time  almost  every  ray  of  hope,  and  darkening  the 
tortured  mind  with  dread  and  paralyzing  despair,  hope  bucst 
suddenly  upon  their  delighted  vision,  and  the  gladdened  mul- 
titude with  tearful  eyes 

^  Gave  to  senphic  harps  their  eoanding  lays, 
Their  joys  to  angels,  and  to  men  their  praise.** 

Human  happiness  or  misery  is  more  acutely  felt  by  con<- 
trast.  Men  who  excite  themselves  to  joy  and  hilarity  one 
day,  are  gloomy  and  often  miserable  the  next,  by  contrast. 
This  is  the  case  after  a  ball,  or  other  great  convivial  sports, 
not  so  much  from  the  fatigue,  as  from  the  deprivation  of  the 
stimulus  of  the  exhilirating  scene.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  men 
are  depressed  until  their  agonized  hearts  seem  to  bleed ;  if  the 
cause  of  misery  is  merely  removed,  this  negative  joy  will 
almost  make  them  fitmtic.  These  being  facts  which  every 
r^ecting  mind  must  acknowledge,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  the 
mental  agony  of  the  colonists,  when  again  the  dread  tocsin 
fell  upon  their  startled  ears,  ushering  in  a  seven  years'  war, 
which  once  more  hurried  them  from  their  peaceful  homes  to 
engage  in  the  bloody  conflict. 

This  is  commonly  called  the  French  and  Indian  War; 
though  rather  indefinitely,  for  in  reality  it  was  a  war  between 
France  and  England,  in  which  the  Indians  were  employed  as 
allies. 
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The  caaae  of  this  war  whs  the  alleged  encroachments  of  the 
French  upon  I4ova  Scotia,  upon  the  Ohio  territory,  and  even 
Virginia. 

The  French  had  founded  JMew  France  or  Canada.  Quebec 
and  Montreal  were  strongly  fortified,  as  well  as  other  settle- 
ments in  New  France.  The  frontier  was  also  defended  at 
Louisburg,  Cape  Breton,  by  the  forts  of  Lake  Champlain, 
Niagara,  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  at  other  points. 

With  such  a  formidable  power,  commanding  the  lakes  in 
the  north,  with  the  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river  in  the  south,  having  settled  a  colony  in  Louisiana,  the 
French  formed  the  bold  and  grand  design  of  erecting  a  chain 
of  fortifications  from  their  northern  to  their  southern  posses- 
sions, drive  the  English  back,  and  restrict  their  settlements  to 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design,  the  French  built  a  fort  at 
Presqu'  He,  on  Lake  Erie,  others  along  French  Creek,  and  at 
a  later  period  fort  Du  Quesne,  at  the  confluence  of  the  AUe* 
ghany  and  Monongahela  rivers.  A  fort  was  also  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  Wabash  and  Ohio,  together  with  temporary 
fortifications  at  proper  distances. 

By  placing  the  map  of  the  United  States  before  you,  marking 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash, 
Pittsburg,  the  course  of  French  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Ohio, 
and  the  lakes  of  the  north,  you  will  perceive  the  contemplated 
chain  of  defence.  This  expedient  may  at  least  serve  to  keep 
us  awake  until  we  shall  hear  the  noise  of  battle. 

The  hostile  feelings  and  intentions  already  existing,  it  only 
required  some  overt  act  to  light  the  smoking  torch  of  war 
into  a  full  blaze. 

The  Ohio  Company,  so  called  from  the  river  of  that  name, 
composed  of  influential  men  from  London  and  Virginia,  had 
obtained  a  charter  grant  of  a  large  tract  of  land  near  the 
Ohio,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  settling  the  country,  and 
trading  in  fur  with  the  Indians.  The  Governor  of  Canada 
determining  to  execute  the  favourite  project  of  uniting  Canada 
with  Louisiana,  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  declaring  that  he  would  seize  all  English  traders 
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who  would  make  farther  encroachments  upon  what  he  es- 
teemed French  territory.  As  the  land  had  been  granted  to 
the  Englishfirom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  they  regarded 
the  French  as  presumptuous  intruders,  and  thus,  viewing  each 
other  like  two  pugnacious  cats  in  a  garret,  the  English  con* 
tinned  their  trade  with  the  Indians  until  several  of  them  were 
seized  and  carried  to  Presqu'  lie  on  Lake  Erie. 

This  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  company,  who,  com- 
plaining to  Dinwiddie,  Lieut.  Governor  of  Virginia,  a  full  and 
eloquent  statement  of  the  aggressions  of  the  French  was  laid 
before  the  Assembly,  which  empowered  the  Lieut^  Governor 
to  despatch  a  messenger  to  the  French  commandant  stationed 
within  the  disputed  territories,  to  demand  explanations  of  his 
hostile  conduct,  and  to  order  him  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  English  possessions. 

But  who  would  have  the  courage  to  undertake  so  arduous 
and  dangerous  a  mission,  and  who  would  have  the  capacity 
to  execute  it?  Who  would  wander  through  an  almost  unex- 
plored wilderness,  over  so  large  a  surface  of  country,  inhabited 
only  by  Indians,  many  of  whom  were  hostile  to  the  English  ? 
A  young  man  aged  only  twenty -one  years  appears  before  his 
excellency.  The  down  of  yodth  has  just  commenced  growing 
on  his  cheek.  He  dreads  no  danger,  but  his  proud  and  lofty 
soul,  already  developed,  shrinks  back  from  the  thought  that 
he  might  be  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth.  George  fVash" 
ington  never  trembled  in  the  presence  of  a  foe.  He  never  dis* 
obeyed  the  call  of  his  country,  however  difficult  or  perilous 
the  task  to  be  performed.  He  never  undertook  the  most  Her- 
culean task  that  did  not,  in  the  end,  gain  him  the  esteem  and 
applause  of  his  countrymen. 

The  governor  places  a  commission  into  his  hands.  And 
now,  like  Luther,  who  would  go  to  Worms,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  though  as  many  devils  as  there  are  tiles  on  the 
houses  were  there  combined  against  him,  Washington  resolved 
to  go,  though  all  the  Indians,  with  the  conomander-in-chief  of 
the  legion  to  which  Luther  alluded,  should  oppose  him ;  and 
not  to  relax  his  eflforts  until  he  arrived  at  the  destined  fort,  in 
the  western  wilderness. 
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8ea»  wbeve  the  AUcgtmoy  mounlaia  invades  the  sky, 
^  On  a  tfanos  sf  iwIbb,  in  a  vobe  of  elmidsi 
,  Wkb  a  diadem  of  viov.'* 

Tbm  winter  blasts  driye  back  the  life-blood  upon  the  shudder- 
ing hearts  of  men ;  the  clou<ls  roll  in  swift  and  heavy  masses 
akmg  the  arched  vault  of  the  heavens ;  the  tempestuous  winds 
tear  from  the  earth  the  mejestic  oak  and  hurl  it  down  from 
the  dizay  height  with  a  crash  that  echoes  over  the  trembling 
earth ;  torrents  of  rain  sweep  furiously  through  the  air,  and, 
mingling  with  the  snow,  quickly  swell  the  silvery  streamlets 
into  dark  and  howling  rivers,  until 

"  YHde  o*er  the  htim^  with  mai^  a  torrent  swellM, 
And  the  miz*d  nun  of  iti  banks  o'eiBpread, 
At  last  the  roMsed-up  river  poun  along : 
HesistleBS,  roaring,  dreadful,  down  it  comes 
F^pom  the  rude  mountain,  and  the  mossy  wild, 
TumUing  throo^  rocks  abrupt,  and  soundh^  fiur; 
Than  o*er  tiie  suided  valley  floating  spreads, 
Calm,  shiggiah;  till  again,  oonstimin'd. 
Between  two  meeting  hills,  it  bursts  away 
Where  rocks  and  woods  overhang  the  turbid  stream ; 
It  boils,  and  wheels,  and  foams,  and  thunders  through.** 

,  l^w  Io(4l  ugjoin,  and  you  will  see  a  young  man  aged  about 
twenty-one  years  climbing  up  the  mountain,  with  breathless 
Uttl»  wet,  and  hungry,  and  cold,  amid  the  terrible  war  of  the 
elemeiits*  His  servants,  and  even  the  tawny  sons  of  the 
iiunest  who  guide  bis  way,  look  around  them  with  dismay ;  but 
he  t^ls  onward  vrith  a  countenance  that  bespeaks  the  hi^ 
uiMVsavering  soul,  the  dauntless  heart,  the  love  of  true  and 
kMonraUe  glory.  The  welfiure  of  his  country  uppermost  in 
his  mind,  has  become  a  passion  which  rolls  like  a  torrent  over, 
and  crushes  every  thought  of  danger  or  bodily  suffering. 

ilgaia,  we  see  yoimg  Washii^on  wander  on  the  Monon- 
gebela,  where  he  hdds  council  with  the  Indian  chiefs  with 
the  wisdom  of  a  Nestor. 

He  travds  again,  accompanied  by  the  chiefs,  a  distance  of 

1~  aisty  miles,  through  iAcessuit  rain^  until  they  arrive  at  a 
F^meh  fortifieation,  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  a  branch 
of  the  Ohio,  where  they  met  Capt  Joncaire,  who  sends  them 
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<»  ttiother  ftur  dnytf*  joomey  op  Ihe^reek,  dafSi^  triliek  they 
encounter  excessiTe  rains,  snow,  mire,  awampf ,  and  every 
thk^  f  Imt  is  abomiaaUe  to  the  traveller,  ta  a  fort  oonmmded 
hff  a  general  oflieer. 

Washington  delrvenr  his  letter,  and  receires  in  answer  firom 
the  commandant,  M.  St.  Pierre,  that  he  was  only  respcmsiUe 
to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  under  whose  orders  he  was  acting. 

And  now,  hear  the  man  who  afterwards  wrenched  a  sceptre 
from  the  paws  of  the  British  Hon,  and  placed  it  into  the 
hands  of  his  countrymen.  He  is  now  returning  part  of  the 
way  by  water,  having  sent  his  horses  forward : 

**  We  had  a  tedious  and  very  fatiguing  passage  down  the 
creek.  Several  times  we  had  like  to  have  been  staved  against 
rocks;  and  many  times  wmre  obliged  all  hands  to  get  out  and 
tanaia  in  the  water  half  an  hour  or  more,  getting  over  the 
shoals.  At  one  place,  the  ice  had  lodged,  and  made  it  impass- 
able by  water ;  we  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  carry  our  canoe 
across  the  neck  of  land,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over.  We  did 
not  reach  Venango  until  the  23d  December. 

'*  This  creek  is  extremely  <»iioked;  I  dare  say,  the  distance 
betvroea  the  fort  and  Venango  caiinol  be  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  miles,  tofidlow  the  meanders." 

At  Venango,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Fresich  ereeky 
Washington  met  his  horses  agBun.    He  cQulinwB, 

^Our  horses  were  now  so  weak  and  feeMer  and  the  kmggm^ 
so  heavy,  (as  we  were  obliged  to  provide  all  the  Mcosnarics 
which  the  joamey  woaM  reqoure,)  that  we  doabled  much 
dieir  performii^  it.  Therefinre,  myself  and  others,  ncept 
the  drivers,  who  were  cMiged  to  ride,  gave  up  our  boraes  for 
packs,  to  assist  along  with  the  baggage.  I  put  mysdf  in  an 
[Indian  waiking-dreBS,  and  coDtkmed  with  them  throe  days, 
until  I  feimd  there  was  no  probaMlity  <rf'  their  getting  hcnie 
in  any  reasoimble  time.  The  horses  became  less  able  to 
travel  every  day;  the  cold  increased  very  faat ;  and  the  roads 
were  beecmiiflig  nmdi  worse  by  a  deep  snow,  coBtiniiaHy 
freezing;  therefore,  as  I  was  uneasy  to  get  back,  to  make  re- 
I  port  of  my  proceedings  to  his  honour  the  Ckwemor,  I  deteiv| 
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mined  to.prooecute  my  joumey,  the  nearest  way  through  the 
woods,  on  foot. 

'^Acoordingly,  I  left  Mr.  Vanbraam  in  charge  of  our  bag- 
gage, with  money,  and  directions  to  provide  necessaries  from 
place  to  place  for  themselves  and  horses,  and  to  make  the 
most  convenient  despatch  in  travelling. 

"  I  took  my  necessary  papers,  pulled  off  my  clothes,  and 
tied  myself  up  in  a  watch-coat.  Then,  with  gun  in  hand, 
and  pack  on  my  back,  in  which  were  my  papers  and  provi- 
sions, I  set  out  with  Mr.  Gist,  fitted  in  the  same  manner,  on 
Wednesday,  the  26th.  The  day  following,  just  after  we  had 
passed  a  place  called  Murdering  Town,  (where  we  intended 
to  quit  the  path  and  steer  across  the  country  for  Shannapins 
Town,)  we  fell  in  with  a  party  of  French  Indians,  who  had 
laid  in  wait  for  us.  One  of  them  fired  at  Mr.  Gist  or  me,  not 
fifteen  steps  off,  but  fortunately  missed.  We  took  this  fellow 
into  custody,  and  kept  him  until  about  nine  o^clock  at  night, 
then  let  him  go,  and  walked  ail  the  remaining  part  of  the 
night  without  making  any  stop,  that  we  might  get  the  start 
so  far,  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pursuit  the  next  day ; 
since  we  were  well  assured  they  would  follow  our  track  as 
soon  as  it  was  light.  The  next  day  we  continued  travelling 
until  quite  dark,  and  got  to  the  river  (Monongahela)  about 
two  miles  above  Shannapins.  We  expected  to  have  found 
the  river  frozen,  but  it  was  not,  only  about  fifty  yards  firom 
each  shc»«.  The  ice,  I  suppose,  had  broken  up  above,  for  it 
was  driving  in  vast  quantities. 

**  There  was  no  way  for  getting  over  but  on  a  raft ;  which 
we  set  about,  with  but  one  poor  hatchet,  and  finished  just 
aft»r  suiHsetting.  This  was  a  whole  day's  work :  we  next 
got  it  launched,  then  went  on  board  of  it,  and  set  off:  but 
before  we  were  half-way  over,  we  were  jammed  in  the  ice 
in  such  a  manner,  that  we  e:q>ected  every  moment  our  raft  to 
sink,  and  ourselves  to  perish.  I  put  out  my  setting-pole  to 
try  to  stop  the  raft,  that  the  ice  might  pass  by ;  when  the 
rapidity  of  the  stream  threw  it  with  so  much  violence  against 
the  pole,  that  it  jerked  me  out  into  ten  feet  v^ater ;  but  I  for- 
tunately saved  myself  by  catching  hold  of  one  of  the  raft-logs. 
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''  Notwithstaiiding  all  our  efforts,  we  could  not  get  on  either 
shore,  but  were  obliged,  as  we  were  near  an  island,  to  quit 
our  raft  and  make  to  it. 

"  The  cold  was  so  extremely  severe,  that  Mr.  Gist  had  all 
his  fingers,  and  some  of  his  toes  frozen ;  and  the  water  was 
shut  up  so  hard,  that  we  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  off  the 
island  on  the  ice,  in  the  morning,  and  went  to  Mr.  Frazier's. 
We  met  here  with  twenty  warriors,  who  were  going  to  the 
southward  to  war;  but  coming  to  a  place  on  the  head  of  the 
Great  Kanawa,  where  they  found  seven  people  killed  and 
scalped,  (all  but  one  woman  with  very  light  hair,)  they 
turmd  about  and  ran  back,  for  fear  the  inhabitants  should 
rise  and  take  them  as  the  authors  of  the  murder.  They  re|x>rt 
that  the  bodies  were  lying  about  the  house,  and  some  of  them 
much  torn  and  eaten  by  the  hogs.  By  the  marks  which  were 
left,  they  say  they  were  French  Indians  of  the  Ottoway  na- 
tion, <&c.,  who  did  it. 

''  From  the  first  day  of  December  to  the  fifteenth,  there  was 
but  one  day  on  which  it  did  not  rain  or  snow  incessantly ;  and 
throughout  the  whole  journey,  we  met  with  nothing  but  one 
continued  series  of  cold,  wet  weather,  which  occasioned 
very  uncomfortable  lodgings,  especially  after  we  had  quitted 
our  tent,  which  was  some  screen  from  the  inclemency  of  it.'' 

Washington  commenced  this  journey  from  Williamsburg, 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1753,  and  returned  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1754,  when  he  received  the  thanks  of  his  govern- 
ment,  and  the  applause  of  the  people. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  British  Ministry  instructs  the  Virginiaiis  to  expel  the  French  from  the  Ohio 
TerritoTf— Young  Waahington's  fint  Gtmpaigii— Ifaiches  to  the  Great  Meadows 
— Siupnaea  and  takea  a  Detaehment  of  French  and  Indian»-*£neta  s  Stookade— 
Attacked  by  Count  de  Villier— Brave  Defence  against  Superior  Numbeia— Accepts 
honourable  Terms  of  Capitulation— Receives  the  Thanka  of  the  Legislature. . 

Thb  French  having  shown  no  disposition  to  relinquish  the 
territory  which  they  claimed  by  right  of  discovery,  the  British 
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ministfy  iiwtnieted  the  mhabitant^  of  Virginift  to  expel  their 
unweleome  neighbours  from-  the  Ohio  Tferritory  by  the  force 
of  arms. 

A  regiment  of  three  hun(h*ed  men  vras  nmed,  which  was 
joined  by  an  independent  company  from  South  CaroUna,  snd 
Wasbiagton,  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  the  Adjntants- 
(Seneral  of  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of  Major^  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  to  trwn  the  militia  for  actual  serTice,  was  now, 
in  the  twenty*tbird  year  of  his  age,  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  and  intrusted  with  the  command  of  this  little  army. 

In  April,  1T04,  Wanhington  marched  br  theOreat  Meadows, 
in  the  disputed  territories,  to  which  he  hastened  to  protect 
the  people,  and  to  preserve  the  good  will  of  the  friendly  In- 
dians, who  might  otherwise  be  influenced  by  the  enemy. 

On  his  arrival  he  was  informed  by  some  friendly  Indians 
that  the  French  were  ^igaged  in  completing  a  fortification 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Alleghany  and  Monongahela  rivers, 
and  thatadetnehmentof  French  and  Indians  from  that  sta- 
tion had  encamped  within  a  fewnriles  of  the  Oreat  Meadows. 
The  friendly  Indians  serving  as.  guides,  Washington  mnrched 
durim  a  dark  and  rainy  night,  surrounded,  scnprised,  fired, 
^aiMtnnhed  upon  the^nemy  about  dfty*break,  who  immediately 
surrendered.  One  of  the  enemy  was  killed,  and  one  ran 
away.  The  former  was  their  cmnmander,  Jumoville,  and  the 
^her  vM  exeuse  us-  for  not  recording  his  name,  which,  by 
some  singular  negligence,  was  not  made  immortal  in  a  bulletin ; 
which,  however,  was  better  than  to  have  a  bvll^^in  his  body ; 
at  least  this  appears  to  have  been  his  philosophy. 

If  some  mischievous  individual  should  feel  inclined  to  pro- 
nounce this  daring  enterprise  of  young  Washington,  where 
only  one  man  was  killed-,  a  mere  Quixotic  adventure,  or  a 
Hudibrastic  exploit,  or  compare  it  with  a  battle  in  the  latter 
werkv  where  only  one  man  (the  fiddler)  is  wounded,  in  his 
w»dM  leg  and  his  ftddle>  let  it  be  rameniMred^  that  it  is 
easier  to  kill  a  bear  than  to  catch  one  alive.  Or,  if  you  prefer 
the  figure,  take  a  herd  of  bufialoes  for  the  bear.  Before  we 
vesnohi4»oap  vfotk  we  may  be  aMe^  to^show-  that  Wlashii^on 
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After  eretting' at  small  SFtcickade  or  milfttry  fence,  made 
with  stakes  or  posts  fastened  in  the  earth,  which  was  svjfcse- 
qaently  called  fort  Necessity,  the  troops  proceeded  towards 
fort  Dn  Quesne,  with  something  less  than  four  hundred  men, 
tO'tdke  that  place:  but  after  marching  about  thirteen  miles, 
they  were  told  by  their  Indian  friends,  in  their  peculiar  fmd 
figurative  language,  that  the  enemy  was  coming  as  thick  as 
the  wild  pigeons  of  the  woods,  which  in  those  days  were  ex- 
ceedingly numerous  in  "  pigeon  time/'  Washington  imme- 
diately retreated  to  his  little  fort,  on  which  Count  de  Villier, 
with  about  1100  men,  French  and  Indians,  soon  made  a  most 
ftirious  ^ttack  flrom  behind  the  trees  and  high  grass,  which 
was  resisted  with  a  bravery  and  skill  that  elicited  the  astonish* 
QMnt  Bud  military  admiration  of  the  French. 
'  A  handftd  of  young  men,  who  had  never  found  much  use 
for  razor-stropSy  who  had  just  relinquished  their  hold  on  their 
mothers'  apron  strings,  surrounded  by  three  titnes  their  num- 
ber of  experienced  French  warriors,  and  desperate  savages, 
whose  brutal  delight  is  war,  plunder,  and  torture  of  their 
loaptives ;  fiir  away  firom  their  faosnes,  their  relftiioiiB,  and  the 
^aid  of  their  countrymen ;  in  a  vast  wilderness^  which  to  them 
rmoat  have  appeared  at  ooee  a  desert  and  a  grave^  not  only 
sustain  the  shock  from  morning  at  ten  o'clock  until  dark^  by 
Ifig^ting  in  the  fort,  but  also  on  the  outside,  in  a  ditch  nearly 
filed  with  mud  and  water,  where  Washington  himself  con- 
tinued all  day.  Their  little  volcano  wes  in  a  Gontinuous  state 
•of  eruption.  The  wild  animals  fled  in  the  utmost  consdernstionf 
thm  stopped,  looked  dismayed,  aiid  ran  again*  The  wild  bird, 
^th  a  scream,  forsook  its  nest  and  rushed  through  tl»^  thicket ; 
ithen  returning  towards  its  young,  is  seised  with  alarm  and 
flies  agam ;  and  all  are  marvelling  at  the  dreadfiil  tunrnlt  that 
shakes  their  native  woods. 

After  this  long  and  desperate  cmilict,  in  which  about  fifty- 
eight  of  the  Virginia  r^ffmeni  were  killed  and  woundsd,  with 
a  number  of  the  Independents,  and  about  two  hundred  of  the 
(enemy,  a  foai^l  prt^rtion  of  th^  whole  number,  on  both 
iideBythe  Firench  commander  ollered  the  most-honourable  tenns 
of  capitulation,  for  the  second  time.    Washington,  aware  thttt 
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he  must  ultimately  be  overpowered  by  numberSt  signed  the 
articles,  surrendered  the  fort,  marched  out  with  all  the  honours 
of  war,  kept  his  arms  and  baggage,  marched  to  Virginia, 
received  the  thanks  of  the  legislature  for  himself  and  the 
officers  under  his  command^  three  hundred  pistoles  for  his 
soldiers,  and  shouts  of  applause  from  his  countrymen. 


CHAPTER   III. 

British  MiiuBtry  recommend  a  Union  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  make  a  Treaty  with 
the  *'  Five  Nationfl**-— Convention  at  Albany — Treaty  with  the  Indiana— Flan  of 
Uniting  the  Coloniea— Rejected— British  Ministry  propose  another  Plan— Also 
rejected— Parliament  resolves  to  carry  on  the  War  with  British  Troops,  aided  by 
the  Colonists — General  Braddock  despatched— Plan  of  Campaign— Expedition 
against  French  Forts  in  Nora  Scotia— Expedition  against  Fort  Da  Quesne— Brad- 
dock's  Defeat  and  Death— Washington's  Bravery  and  extraordinary  Escape— 
Dunbar's  Flight— Dreadful  Murders  and  Outrages  of  the  Indians— Washington 
endeavours  to  arrest  them— Governor  Shirley's  Expedition— General  William 
Johnson's  Expedition. 

The  British  ministnv'  perceiving  that  more  energetic 
measures  would  be  necessary,  recommended  to  the  colonies 
to  unite  their  strength  for  the  common  defence,  and  to  mafte 
a  treaty  with  the  "  Five  Nations." 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  through  the  Earl 
of  Holderness,  Secretary  of  State  to  the  colonial  governors, 
a  convention  of  delegates  from  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land, with  the  lieutenant-governor  and  council  of  New  York, 
assembled  at  Albany,  where  they  effected  a  treaty  with  the 
Five  Nations,  and  adopted  a  plan  for  uniting  the  colonies  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1754,  the  day  on  which  Washington  surren- 
dered fort  Necessity. 

The  plan  of  union  of  the  colonies  was  to  form  a  general 
assembly  of  delegates  firom  all  the  colonies,  with  a  governor- 
general  appointed  by  the  crown,  who  would  not  only  have 
a  negative  voice  on  the  acts  of  the  council,  but  power  to 
raise  money  and  troops  in  the  colonies,  lay  duties,  regulate 
tcade,  &c. 
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This  proposed  union  -was  objected  to  by  the  provincial 
assemblies  and  the  British  government.  By  the  former, 
because  it  conferred  too  much  power  on  the  king,  and  by  the 
latter,  on  the  ground  that  such  a  union  of  the  people  might 
endanger  the  supremacy  of  the  mother  country.  Indeed  the 
fears  of  both  parties  were  well  founded ;  for  the  British 
government  soon  after  claimed  and  urged  the  power  of  taxing 
the  colonies,  and  the  provincial  assemblies  declared  that  if  a 
union  of  the  colonies  would  be  effected  they  could  defend  them' 
selves  against  the  enemy  without  any  assistance  of  England. 
Such  an  assertion  might  indeed  startle  the  king  on  his  throne; 
for  if  the  united  colonists  had  no  fear  of  so  powerful  an  enemy 
as  the  French,  at  their  doors,  they  had  no  reason  to  dread 
the  roar  of  the  British  lion  at  a  distance. 

The  British  ministry  how  proposed  another  plan,  by  which 
they  would  enjoy  all  the  benefits  resulting  from  victory  with- 
out bearing  any  of  the  expenses.  They  wished  to  unite  the 
governors  with  one  or  two  of  their  council  into  a  convention, 
who  should  meet  and  adopt  measures  to  carry  on  the  war, 
with  the  privilege  of  drawing  upon  the  British  treasury  for 
the  necessary  sums.  This  scheme  met  with  universal  dis- 
approbation among  the  colonists,  as  it  contained  a  provision 
that  Parliament  would  undertake  to  repay  the  expenses  of 
the  war  by  imposing  a  general  tax  upon  the  colonies.  As  the 
colonies  were  not  represented  in  the  British  Parliament,  this 
proceeding  would  at  once  lead  to  dependence  and  slavery, 
and  expose  them  to  the  stupid  insolence,  the  cruel  oppression, 
and  wide-spread  impositions  of  king's  collectors. 

The  British  Parliament,  afraid  at  this  critical  period  to 
throw  any  more  such  fire-brands  among  the  colonists,  .which 
niight  arouse  their  just  indignation,  determined  to  relinquish 
the  subject  of  taxation  for  the  present,  and  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  British  troops,  aided  by  occasional  reinforcements 
firom  the  colonies. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1755,  one  of  the  most  important 
campaigns  was  commenced  that  had  ever  occurred  in  Ame- 
rica. Both  nations  sent  reinforcements  from  Europe.  Gen- 
eral Braddock  was  despatched  from  Ireland  to  America  at 
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tbe  head  of  two  regiments  of  uifantry»  commanded  by^  Sir 
Peter  Halket  aad  Colonel  Dunbar,  and  in  Apcil  he  cooiren^ 
tbe  cokxiJal  governers,  in  Virginia,  to  arrange  a  plan  (or  the 
earning  campaign.  Three  expeditions  were  planned*  The 
first,  commanded  by  Braddock  himself,  was  to  march  against 
fort  Dtt  Quesne ;  the  second  against  forts  Niagara  and  Fron* 
tinac,  under  the  command  of  Governor  Shirley  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  the  third,  commanded  by  General  William  Johnson, 
a  member  of  the  New  York  council,  was  to  march  against, 
Grown  Point  with  a  body  of  militia  raised  in  New  England 
and  New  York. 

While  the  convention  of  governors  was  sitting  in  Virginia, 
another  expedition,  consisting  of  3000  militia  of  Massachu- 
setts,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Monckton,  sailed  from  Boston 
on  the  20lth  May,  against  the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia. 
They  arrived  at  Chignecto,  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  on  the  11th 
of  June,  and  being  joined  by  300  British  troops,  with  a  small 
train  of  artillery,  they  [m)Geeded  against,  invested,  and  took 
fort  Beau  Sejour,  after  a  hot  siege  of  four  days,  and  its  name 
was  changed  to  fort  Cumberland.  Monckton,  proceeding 
further  into  the  country,  took  the  other  French  forts,  di»- 
aoned  the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  them  from  joining  the 
French  in  Canada,  expelled  them  from  the  province,  and 
dispersed  them  throughout  the  colonies  I  This  viras  a  dneadfiii 
fate:  to  become  roving  vagabonds  in  the  enemy's  country, 
where  a  difierent  language  was  spoken  from  their  own,  ren- 
dering them  unable  to  engage  in  any  business  to  advantage, 
while  the  strong  prejudices  of  all  around  them  made  their 
situation  peculiarly  distressing*  A  boundary,  howen^er,  be- 
tween the  English  and  theFrench  possessions  in  Nova  Scotia, 
which  had  oocasioned  many  disputes,  was  by  this  means, 
quickly  and  permanently  settled,  and  the  British  wece  pos- 
sessed of  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia,  according  to  their  own 
definition  of  its  boundaries. 

As  soon  JSLB  the  convention  of  governors  was  dissolved, 
General  Braddock  commenced  his  march  from  Virginia,  in 
June,  with  hi»  two  British  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  few 
corps  of  provincial  militia,  amounting  in  all  to  2900  men. 
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On  his  acrimd  at  fort  Cumberkind,  ia  ihe  'western  -pntt  of 
Virginia,  the  aniiry  was  detainedf  waiting  (ur  some  of  <thia< 
wagons,  horses,  and  provisions. 

The  French  we»e  yet  weak  on  the  Ohio,  but  they  daily 
expected  rcrinforcements.  It  was  determined,  iherefbre,  that 
1200  of  the  best  soldiers  should  be  selected,  and  ten  pieces  of 
cannon;  and  this  force,  commaiided  by  Braddock  inperaon, 
was  to  advance  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  fort  Bu  Quesne^ 
Colonel  Danbar  and  Major  Chaptnan,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troops,  and  the  heavy  baggage,  to  followmore  slowly. 

The  seieot  troops,  though  their  carriages  and  ammunition 
wagons  were  strongly  horsed,  did  not  make  the  rapid  progress 
that  was  anticipated,  for,  said  Colonel  Washington,  in  a  letter 
written  during  the  march,  to  his  brother,  ''I  found  that  in- 
stead <tf  pushing  on  with  vigour,  without  regarding  a  little 
rough  road,  they  were  halting  to  level  every  mole-hill,  and  to 
erect  bridges  over  eivery  brook.'*  At  the  end  of  four  days 
they  were  only  nineteen  miles  'from  the  Little  Meadows, 
where  they  had  separated  from  tlie  remainder  of  the  army. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Braddock  xeaohed  the  Monoiigahela, 
beiqg  then  about  sixty  miles  in  advance  of  Colonel  Dunbar^ 
and  about  twelve  from  fort  Du  Quesne.  He  had  been  ad* 
vised  to  proceed  with  caution,  to  guard  against  ambushes, 
before  he  came  to  this  country,  aad  his  officers  now  reasoned 
with  him  again.  Washington,  one  of  his  aids^.partictttarly 
represented  to  him  what  kind  of  enemy  he  had  to  deal  with ; 
that,  instead  of  coming  forcvard  to  a  fair  contest,  they  would 
conceal  themselves  behind  rocks  and  tcees,  from  which  they 
could  fire  with  their  rifles  in  coa^parati«e  'safisty.  He  con- 
cluded by  offering  to  f>laae  himsalfsat  Iheifaead  of  the  Virginia 
riflemen,  to  be  prepared^  fight  tbevonemy  in  their  own  way 
if  nec6ssary«  or  at  least,  %  seovriiig  4be  woeds,  gaaFid  4he 
arniy  .sigainst  sucprise.  Haughty  and  .^I&cwfideat,  Bcad*- 
dock  treated  this  salutary  advice  with  eontempi;  onraed  the 
young  "buckskM'  who  would  prasiifiie  to  leMh  a  finiish 
officer  how  to  flght,  and  ordered  him  and  his  soldiers  to  the 
rear  of  the  British  troops. 
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The  conduct  of  Braddock  resembled  the  recklessness  of  the 
madman,  rather  than  that  of  a  man  of  genuine  courage. 

On  the  9th  day  of  July,  when  about  seven  miles  from  the 
forty  he  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  body  of  French  and 
Indians^  estimated  at  about  900. 

The  appalling  war-whoop  of  the  savages  is  now  heard 
through  the  woods ;  the  messengers  of  death  come  in  showers 
upon  the  British;  the  van-guard  falls  back  upon  the  main 
army ;  the  troops  are  ordered  to  form  and  advance  in  columns 
through  the  woods!  Again  the.  enemy  pour  upon  them  a 
deadly  and  incessant  fire  from  their  hiding-places,  secure  from 
danger  themselves.  Officers  and  men  are  falling  rapidly  into 
the  embraces  of  death,  and  the  whole  body  is  thrown  into 
the  utmost  confosion.  They  are  formed  again  by  the  obsti- 
nate commander,  as  if  he  desired  them  to  become  a  more 
certain  mark  for  a  concealed  foe.  He  sees  his  men  fall  in 
scores  without  the  ability  to  defend  themselves,  or  the  most 
remote  probability  of  future  success  in  such  a  position ;  and 
yet,  he  compels  them  to  stand  as  targets  for  the  enemy,  for  a 
period  of  three  hours,  during  which  about  700  of  the  British 
were  killed  or  wounded ;  when  his  madness  terminated  in  his 
own  fall,  after  five  horses  had  been  shot  under  him.  The 
officers  mounted  on  horseback  were  sure  marks  for  the  enemy, 
and  (Alt  of  si:)cty-five,  all  were  shot  down  except  one,  and  that 
was  Oeorge  Washington.  Two  horses  were  killed  under  him, 
and  four  bullet-holes  ornamented  his  military  coat. 

"  The  foe  came  on,  and  few  remain 
To  strive,  and  those  must  strive  in  vain : 
For  lack  of  further  lives,  to  slake 
The  thirst  of  vengeance  now  awake, 
With  barbarous  blows  they  gash  the  dead. 
And  lop  th'  already  lifeless  head.** 

After  the  fall  of  Braddock  the  remains  of  the  army  fled  in 
disorder,  and  Washington,  with  his  provincials,  who  had  been 
held  in  such  contempt  before  the  battle,  covered  their  retreat, 
and  saved  them  from  destruction. 

"  I  expected  every  moment,^  says  an  eye-vntness,  "  to  see 
Washington  fall  :'*  as  his  duty  as  aid  exposed  him  to  the  moft 
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imminent  danger  during  the  engagement,  and  when  left  alone» 
he  appeared  to  offer  himself  a  willing  sacrifice  for  the  ill-fated 
fugitives. 

An  old  Indian  marksman  swore  that  Washington  was  not 
bom  to  be  shot,  "  for,"  said  he,  **  I  had  seventeen  fair  fires  at 
him  with  my  rifle,  and  after  all  I  could  not  bring  him  to  the 
ground.*' 

In  a  sermon  preached  afler  Braddock's  defeat,  by  the  Rev. 
M.  Davis,  the  following  remarkable  sentence  occurs :  "  I  beg 
leave  to  point  the  attention  of  the  public  to  that  heroic  youth, 
Colonel  George  Washington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  Provi- 
dence has  preserved  for  some  great  service  to  this  country.^* 

The  flight  of  the  British  was  precipitate.  No  pause  was 
made  until  they  met  Dunbar's  division,  where  Braddock, 
carried  thither  by  Washington,  died  of  his  wounds.  Here 
Dunbar's  troops  took  the  panic  by  contagion,  and  all  fled  to 
fort  Cumberland,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from 
the  field  of  death.  In  this  situation  their  services  might  have 
been  of  great  importance  in  defending  the  frontier,  had  they 
remained;  but  trembling  both  at  heart  and  knees,  they  ran, 
they  flew  to  Philadelphia,  under  Colonel  Dunbar.  Having 
satisfied  themselves  that  the  enemy  were  not  close  to  their 
heels,  they  resolved  upon  taking  up  their  vnnter'quarters.  It 
is  true  this  was  in  August,  but  the  Colonel,  no  doubt,  consider- 
ably chilled  by  the  late  disaster,  probably  anticipated  a  very 
early  winter.  Washington,  in  speaking  of  the  flight  of  the 
British  troops,  says,  "  In  spite  of  every  efibrt  to  the  contrary, 
they  broke,  and  ran  as  sheep  before  the  hounds,  leaving  the 
artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  baggage,  and  in  short  every 
thing,  a  prey  to  the  enemy ;  and  when  we  endeavoured  to 
rally  them,  in  hopes  of  regaining  the  ground,  and  what  we 
had  left  upon  it,  it  was  with  as  little  spccess  as  if  we  had 
attempted  to  have  stopped  the  wild  bears  of  the  mountains.'* 

In  Uie  following  lines  Hesper  shows  the  future  to  Columbus : 

**  And  now  a  friendly  host  fnm  Albion's  strand 
Arrives  to  aid  her  young  eokmial  band. 
They  join  their  force,  and  toward  the  ftlling  day 
LnpetooiM  Braddock  leads  their  hasty  way ; 
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O'er  Alleghany  hmgfabs,  like  rtreaofrof  §iBf 
The  red  fla^  wave,  and  gUWsmg  anna  aapire 
To  meet  the  savage  hordes  who  there  advance 
Their  skulking  files  to  join  die  anns  of  France. 

Where,  old  as  earth,  yet  still  unslainM  with  blood« 
Hoooogafaela  roll'd  his  caretesB  flood, 
Elankfd  wiHi  hit  mamiing  groves  the  ihuitfiil  hiHa 
DrainM  the  vast  region  through  his  thousand  rills. 
Lured  Q*er  •  his  lawns  the  bolUo  herds,  and  spread 
For  all  his  fowls  his  piscatory  glade; 
But  now  perceives,  with  hostile  flags  unfurPd, 
A  Gallic  fia'tiesB  awe  the  western  world ; 
There  Bfeaddock  bends  hit  nwrch;  the  troops  within 
Behold  their  danger  and  the  fire  begin; 
Forth  bursting  finm  the  gates  they  rurii  amain, 
Front,  flank,  and  charge  the  ftst  approaching  trun; 
The  batteries  blaze,  the  leadai  vdQeys  pour, 
The  vales,  the  streams,  tiieedid  mountains  soar; 
douda  of  eonvolving  smoke  the  weUdn  spnad, 
The  champaign  shnwding  in  sulphareons  shads. 
JiSst  in  the. rocking  thunder's  loud  carter. 
No  shouts  nor  gooans  invade  the  patriarch's  ear; 
"Nor  valorous  feats  are  aeen,  nor  flight  nor  &11, 
But  one  broad  burst  of  darkness  buries  all, 
Till,  chased  by  rising  winds,  the  smoke  withdrew. 
And  the  wide  daughter  i^wned  en  his  view. 
Hesaw  the  Bdtidi  leader  boniea&r» 
In  dust  and .  gore,  beyond  the  moga  of  war ; 
And  while  delirious  panic  seized  his  host, 
Their  flags,  their  arms  in  wiM  confijsion  toaa'dt 
Bold  in  the  midst  ayonthfld  warrior  atrode. 
And  tower'd  imdaunted  o^erthe  fii^  of  blood; 
He  cheeks  theiBhamefiil  root,  with^vengtanee  bstaa, 
And  the  pale  Britons  brighten  ivhere  he  tamw. 
So,  when  thick  vapours  \neil  the  nightly  shy, 
The  starry  hosts  in  hal^seen  lustre  fly. 
Till  Phosphor  rises  o'er  the  twinkling  crowd. 
And  gives  new  splendour  through  his  parting  dead. 

Swift  on  a  fiery  steed  the  stripling  rose, 
Form'd  the  light  files  to  pierce  the  line  of  foes, 
Then  waved  his  gleamy  awesd  that  flaehU  tfaeda^v 
And  through  the  Gallic  lagMnahewM  his  way : 
His  troops  press  tewaxd  like*  loose  fandieAaiod, 
Sweep  ranks  away  and  emsar  their  paths  in  blaed ; 
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The  hovering  fiiw  [mmmn  the  eomhat  jftr, 
And  Bbower  their  Mk  aJang  the  fljring  w. 
When  the  new  leader  tiimshis single  fi»rce, 
Points  the  fli^t  forward,  speeds  his  backward  course : 
The  Frenchi  recoiling,  half  their  victory  yield, 
And  the  glad  Britons  quit  the  filial  field.'* 

Thus  tenninaled  one  of  the  most  disafitrous  campftlgos  on 
the  records  of  history^  not  only  firom  k»  iramediate  conw* 
quences,  but,  by  inflaming  the  pwsions  of  a  Fapacioas  and 
vindictive  foe,  with  a  victory  too  easily  woo,  and  extenaive 
plunder  too  readily  obtained,  they  afterwards  spiread  terrOTi 
dismay,  and  death  over  the  unprotected  colonies,  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania,  accompanied  by  acta  of  drueky,  outrage^ 
and  fendish  torture,  that  shock  our  nature  and  vraund  our 
moral  dignity,  to  think  that  man  should  ever  fiill  so  low« 

On  the  frontier,  the  French  and  Indians  murdered  said 
captured  men,  women  and  chikhren,  burning  their  houses  and 
destrc^ing  their  crimps,  until  the  settlemeiits^  in  smm  dialriotB, 
were  entirely  broken  i^>.  Those  who  escaped  fron  the  bar« 
barons  foe,  instead  o(  atta^Kting  to  defend  themsrives,  ^flod 
into  the  lower  country,  spreading  big-eyed  alarm,  opeft- 
mouthed  terror,  and  magnified  dangers  in  their  progress. 

Washington,  at  this  critical  peoied,  was  called  upon  to 
defend  the  frontier;  hut  owing  to  the  wont  of  eao^gy  ami 
vigour  in  the  prooeediags  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  and  the 
universal  panic  among  the  people,  the  means  under  his  cosh 
trol  were  totally  inadequate  to  the  task.  He  represented  to 
the  assembly,  that  to  cover  so  exiensive  a  frontier,  it  wouU 
be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  rogulan  to  two  thou- 
sand men.  He»  however,  pseferred  aaother  plan,  which  was 
to  obtain  artillery  and  engtneen,  w  asaistanoe  from  the 
mother  country,  or  the  other  oolooies,  to  drive  the  enfimy 
from  fort  Du  Quesne. 

When  the  enemy  had  ghitted  their  vMgeance,  they  le- 
crossed  the  Alleghany  mountains,  from  which  they  reluaned 
the  following  April  (1756),  to  renew  their  depredations  and 
murders,  in  small  skulking. parties,  who  could  seldom  he  frund 
until  some  horrid  deed  was  cemnutted.    This  HMj 
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strated  the  superiority  of  Washington's  plan  of  raising  a 
force  sufficient  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  heart  of  the  enemy,  by 
attacking  their  fort,  instead  of  attempting  to  scratch  or  bite 
his  extremities. 

In  speaking  of  the  dreadful  calamities  among  the  western 
inhabitants,  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, says :  ''  I  see  their  situation,  I  know  their  danger,  and 
participate  their  sufferings,  without  having  it  in  my  power 
to  give  them  further  relief  than  uncertain  promises.  In  short, 
I  see  inevitable  destruction  in  so  clear  a  light,  that,  unless 
vigorous  measures  are  taken  by  the  assembly,  and  speedy 
assistance  sent  from  below,  the  poor  inhabitants  now  in  forts 
must  unavoidably  fall,  while  the  remainder  are  flying  before 
the  barbarous  foe.  In  fine,  the  melancholy  situation  of  the 
people,  the  little  prospect  of  assistance,  the  gross  and  scan- 
dalous abuses  cast  upon  the  officers  in  general,  which  is  re- 
flecting on  me  in  particular,  for  suffering  misconduct  of  such 
extraordinary  kind,  and  the  distant  prospect,  if  any,  of  gain- 
ing reputation  in  the  service,  cause  me  to  lament  the  hour 
that  gave  me  a  commission,  and  would  induce  me,  at  any 
other  time  than  this  of  imminent  danger,  to  resign,  without 
one  hesitating  moment,  a  command  from  which  I  never  ex- 
pect to  reap  either  honour  or  benefit,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  almost  an  absolute  certainty  of  incurring  displeasure 
below,  while  the  murder  of  helpless  families  may  be  laid  to 
my  account  here. 

"The  supplicating  tears  of  the  women,  and  moving  petitions 
of  the  men  melt  me  with  such  deadly  sorrow,  that  I  solemnly 
declare,  if  I  know  my  own  mind,  I  could  offer  myself  a  will- 
ing sacrifice  to  the  butchering  enemy,  provided  that  would 
contribute  to  the  people's  ease.'' 

We  will  now  turn  away  fi^m  this  melancholy  scene  before 
our  fiices  become  too  much  elongated,  and  inquire  after  Gov- 
ernor Shirley's  expedition  against  the  ibrts  Niagara  and 
Frontinac,  and  General  William  Johnson's  against  Crown 
Point. 

And  now,  ye  shades  of  the  illustrious  dead,  who  have 
wielded  the  style  or  the  pen  in  conmiemoration  of  the  deeds 
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of  heroes,  grant  us  your  liberality  if  we  fail  to  record  the 
wonderful  deeds  of  his  excellency  with  that  dignity  which 
this  august  subject  demands^  and  that  philosophy  to  which  so 
prolific  a  lesson  should  never  fail  to  direct  us !  The  magni- 
ficent conceptions  of  Homer ;  the  refined  majesty  of  Virgil ; 
the  sweetness  and  elegance  of  Horace ;  the  bold  and  sublime 
effusions  of  Milton ;  the  graceful  and  easy  style  of  Addison ; 
the  tenderness  and  sublimity  of  Ossian ;  and  the  natural 
elegance  of  Goldsmith,  all  combined,  might  do  the  subject 
justice !  Now,  reader,  if  you  find  fault  with  this  string  of 
notions  on  what  you  may  consider  too  grave  a  subject,  let 
me  tell  you,  as  a  friend,  before  it  is  too  late,  that  many  a 
clever  fellow  has  died  of  the  Uues,  for  the  want  of  a  little 
risibility  under  his  waistcoat  to  shake  them  out  at  the  sides. 
Cheer  up,  cheer  up,  there  is  no  use  to  make  too  long  a  face ; 
though  we  must  confess,  matters  look  rather  gloomy  just  now ; 
but  go  to  work  merrily  (I  mean  reading,  not  fighting),  instead 
of  suffering  half  your  energies  to  be  cramped  with  awful 
forebodings  and /»otec  nightmares.  Remember  that  Hanni* 
baPs  whole  army  laughed— officers  and  all — just  before  the 
battle  of  Canns,  at  a  good-humoured  remark  of  their  chief, 
and  the  result  of  that  battle  is  well  known.  When  Alexander 
besieged  Nyssa,  the  Macedonians  would  not  advance  on  ac- 
count of  the  depth  of  the  river,  until  their  leader  said,  ^^  What 
a  wretch  am  I  that  I  did  not  learn  to  swim,"  and  was  going 
to  ford  it  with  his  shield  in  his  hand.  The  effect  was  electrical, 
and  this- laughing  army,  after  making  one  assault,  obtained 
offers  of  capitulation.  When  the  fate  of  the  American  army 
seemed  to  depend  upon  making  a  retreat  from  the  encamp- 
ment at  Trenton,  Washington  laughed  at  an  odd  remark  of 
old  General  Scott,  who  was  about  to  defend  the  most  import- 
ant and  dangerous  post.  Scott,  who  thought  Washingtcm 
was  gone,  said  to  his  men,  that  they  had  been  shooting  too 
high.  "  For  that  reason,  boys,  whenever  you  see  them  fellows 
first  begin  to  put  their  feet  on  this  bridge*  do  ycu  shin  'em." 
The  bridge  was  defended,  and  the  army  preserved.  There 
are  two  morals  in  this  digression.  The  first  is,  always  keep 
yourself  in  a  good  humour  by  trying  to  keep  others  so.    The 
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,fiec(md  is,  that  warriors  en^ged  in  a  good  cause,  at  least, 
should  always  be  in  good  spirits ;  and  why  should  not  we 
.enjoy  that  luxury  while  recording,  or  reflecting  on  same  of  the 
.deeds,  at  least,  of  these  bmve  and  merry  fellows?  But  to 
^resume. 

7Ae  Governor's  Campaign. — Deeply  impressed  with  his 
awful  responsibility,  he  marched  his  army  of  2500  man  to 
Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario ;  but  the  winter  being  too  far  ad- 
vanced, and  the  provisions  scarce,  he  marohed  them  back 
again  to  Albany,  and  the  succeeding.spriog  he  was  superseded 
by  General  Abercrombie,  who  was  appointed  to  command 
until  the  arrival  of  Loudon.  This  was  the  beginning,  middle, 
and  end  of  Grovernor  Shirley's  campaign.  We  do  not  intend 
.to  reflect  on  the  conduct  of  his  excellency :  prudence  may 
•have  been  the  better  part  of  valour  under  existing  circum- 
stanctfy  especially  as  the  intelligence  of  Braddock's  defeat 
had  spread  consternation  through  the  anny ,  occasioning  many 
desertions. 

This  teaches»  or  ought  to  teach,  an  important  lesson  to 
those  oflieers  who  esteem  daring.intrepidity  more,  when  alone, 
than  if  tempered  with  prudence.  Not  only  did  Braddoek  lose 
his  own  army,  but  damped  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  for  a  time, 
throughout  Uie  colonies.  History*  both  ancient  and  modem, 
,is  full  of  such  lessons.  Compare  the  oool,  calculating  prudence 
of  Fabius  Maximus  and  George  Washington,  with  the  head- 
long impetuosity  of  C«  Terentius  Varro  and  Braddoek,  and 
our  position  is  suflkiently  illustrated* 

The  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  led  by  General  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  arrived  at  the  souith  end  of  Lake  George  the 
latter  part  of  August,  1755>  where  he  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy,  numbering  2000,  had  landed  at  Southbay, 
now  Whitehall,  under  the  command  of  Bason  Dieskau,  from 
whence  they  were  marduDg  to  fort  Edward,  to  destroy  the 
military  stores  and  provisions  of  the  British. 

On.  the  morning  of  September  8th,  a  detaohment  of  1200 

men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Sphraim  WiUiamsi  was  sent 

I eg9instium«  Regvdleas  of  the advios  of  HendtMk>.theIndien 

dnef,  Williams  negated  to  scour  the  field  by  a  flaidt-guard. 
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A.d«adl|rfire/m»  poured  in  apon  both  hu  tkaikB..  After  a 
dmadfiil/  sio^gbtw,  during'  which.  GeiNcal  Williams  hunsel^ 
indrlifendridLy.UierenomMi  Mbhawkohiefi  were  killfld,  the 
detaehmenti  retreatod«  They  came  running  into  the  camp 
like  a  flook  of  Bb«B{>,  hotly  pttmied  by  the  Frenoh>  who  nugbA 
have  oBiTied  the  camp  if  they  had  taken,  advantage  of  the 
gneateoaftnian;  but  mdktngapauaet.the  Bngliah  reeovened 
fimn  the  diaonter  and  alann»  and  were  soon  prepared  to 
-raoeive  the  enemy.  Diediau  now  made  a  deflperate  attack, 
butthe£ngiiflh»  who  wave  poetedibehind  fallen  trees»  defended 
on  eaoh  side  by  a  woody  swampt  gave  them  suob  a  warm 
reception,  with  their  cannon  and  mugketry,  that  their  ranks 
were  thrown  into  disorder.  The  Canadian  militia  and  Indians 
fled  into  the  woods,  and  the  whole  army  was  terribly  defeated. 
A  scouting  party  had,  at  the  same  time,  taken  the  enemy's 
baggage ;  and  when  tfaa  reinaathig  amny  came  up,  they  made 
an  attack  upon  it  from  behind  the  trees.  Panic-stridLon  by 
tiiakte  defeat  and>  tlm  midden  attarii,  the  scddiera  threw 
down  their  accoutrements,  and  were  off' for  the  lakes  in  the 
utmost  confusion. 

The  French  \om  ni>kil!ed'and  wounded,  waa  fdboot  1000. 
tDieakau  himerif  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisonor.. 
iHe  had' received  a  wound*  in  the  leg,  which  nsndering  him 
incapable  to  retreat  with  the  army,  he  wasfbund  by  aniBng- 
liih  soldier  sevted  on  a  stump^  Intendii^  to  try  bribery  to 
save  bis  life,  he  oommeneed:  feeling  for  his  W8tch>  bnt  the* 
Boldier  mistaking  his  intentioii,  and  suspecting  that  he  was 
^seaiehii^'fer  his  pistol,  levelled  his  gnn  and  shot  the  Baron 
through  the  Hips.  He  was  now  carried  to  the  Bngfish  camp,, 
where  emvy  attention  was  bestowed  upon  him.  He  was 
^mtt  takento  Albany  and  New  T^riti  The  injury  gradndly 
in^iaired'  his  beahh^  and<  he  died  in  consequence  of  it,  at 
'Surane,  in*  Bnoxe;  lie  was  a  man  of  talents^  honsur,  and 
refinenieBil,  aari  tho'  low-  of  ao  cBstinginsbed  an  offiber  was 
sevesely*  Mt  by  the  FVeack  The  KigKsh  loss  was  only 
^Idtoiit^MD* 
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General  Johnson  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  and 
General  Lyman  did  the  fighting,  for  which  Johnson,  who 
makes  no  mention  of  him,  received  a  baronetcy,  and  Parlia- 
ment voted  him  5000  pounds  sterling.  Satisfied  with  this 
achievement,  he  rested  inactive  the  remainder  of  the  season, 
and  failed  to  effect  the  object  of  his  expedition.  This  victory, 
however,  retrieved  the  honour  of  the  English  arms,  and 
restored  confidence  among  the  people.  Thus  terminated  a 
campaign,  which,  for  want  of  energy  in  council  to  devise,  and 
vigour  in  the  field  to  execute,  eflfected  nothing  but  a  great 
destruction  of  life,  and  the  infliction  of  all  the  accumulated 
horrors  of  savage  and  civiliied  warfiire  upon  a  bleeding 
community,  and  the  two  naticms  remained  in  statu  quo  ante 
bellum. 
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Fonntl  DaolantioD  of  War  between  Fnaoe  and  Eqcbukh-Meetiiig  ef  Profin- 
dal  Govemoza— Plan  of  Campaign— Quarrel  among  the  Officeve— fifarqnia  de 
Montcalm  takes  and  destroys  Fort  Oswego— Lord  Loudon  at  the  Head  of  ^airs. 

Although  hostilities  had  been  carried  on  for  several  years, 
no  formal  declaration  of  war  was  made  by  England  against 
France,  until  June  9, 1756.  France  declared  war  against 
England  soon  after. 

The  plan  for  the  campaign  of  1756  was  nearly  the  same 
as  that  for  1755 ;  and  the  result  was  siipilar.  The  provincial 
governors  met  at  New  York,  and  it  was  determined  that  an 
army  of  10,000  men  should  be  raised,  and  marched  against 
Crown  Point;  6000  for  Niagara;  and  3000  for  fort  Du 
Quesne.  While  the  officers  were  quarrelling  among  them- 
selves about  a  resolution,  placing  the  British  officers  over  the 
provincials  of  the  same  rank;  and  about  the  expediency  of 
attacking  fort  Niagara,  or  Du  Quesne,  the  Marquis  de  Mont- 
calm, the  able  and  enterfNrising  successor  of  Dieskau,  decided 
the  matter  for  them,  by  showing  that  they  were  to  do  neither. 
This  officer,  with  an  army  of  about  8000  regulars,  Canadians 
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and  Indians,  invested  the  fort  at  Oswego,  on  the  south  side  oi 
Lake  Ontario.  His  artillery  played  so  successfully  upon  the 
fort,  that  in  a  few  days  it  was  taken  and  destroyed.  This 
was  one  of  the  most  important  English  posts  held  in  America. 
The  capture  of  it  opened  to  the  enemy  both  lake  Erie  and 
lake  Ontario,  t(^ther  with  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations. 
1600  men  were  taken  prisoners ;  and  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
fourteen  mortars,  several  sloops  of  war,  and  200  boats,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

The  Earl  of  Loudon,  now  at  the  head  of  affiiirs  in  America, 
arrived  at  Albany  and  took  his  station.  Receiving  intelligence 
of  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  Oswego,  he  recalled  jGeneral 
Winslow  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  on  his  march  towards 
Crown  Point,  and  ordered  him  to  fortify  his  own  camp.  All 
oflfensive  operations  being  relinquished,  the  garrisons  were 
filled  with  British  troops,  and  nearly  all  the  provincial  forces 
were  sent  home.  Here  ends  the  second  lesson  to  the  British 
Parliament.  The  expedition  against  Niagara  was  not  com- 
menced,  and  that  against  Du  Quesne  almost  forgotten. 
Whether  Lord  Loudon  was  govenied  in  his  decisions,  or 
rather  indecisions,  by  dreams  and  omens,  by  whim  and  ca- 
price; or  by  taking  the  advice  of  every  body,  in  regular 
order ;  he  was  certainly  not  the  man  to  cope  with  Montcalm* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Cottodl  at  Boiton— Efibrts  of  the  Briciflb  Pvluunent— Eipeditioii  agsmtt  Losii* 
Iwig— Sioge  of  Fort  WilUtm  Hennr— HorribU  Muoaert  by  the  Savages— Buimug 
of  the  Fort. 

At  the  commencement  of  1757  a  council  was  held  at  Boston, 
composed  of  Lord  Loudon  and  the  governors  of  the  New 
England  provinces  and  of  Nova  Scotia.  Here  his  lordship 
proposed  that  New  England  should  raise  4000  men,  and  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  should  raise  a  proportionate  number. 
In  the  meantime,  the  British  Parliament  had  made  prepara- 
tion to  prosecute  the  war.    In  July,  1757,  about  6000  tnx^ 

arrived  at  Hali&x,  on  their  way  to  eflfoct  the  reductimi  of 
_  _ 
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Looisburg,  (at  least,  tiney  thought  sa,)  on  the  Tslaiid  of  Cape 
Rreton* .  The  colonists  had  taiaetf  troops  destined  -for  the  re- 
duction of  Ticonderoga  and  Cfown  Point ;  but  they  now 
learned,  to  their  astonishtnent  and  regret,  that  their  Protean 
commander-in-chief  had  tshanged  his  mind,  and  that  now,  the 
reduction  of  Louisburg  was  the  one  grand  object  in  contem- 
plation. The  colonists  were  obliged-  to  obey,  and  Loudon 
proceeded  to  join  the  Bk-itish  armament  at  Halifax. 

His  lordship  appears  to  have  been  one  of  those  unlucky 
fellows  who  are  always  jusl  in  time  to  he  too  late.  The 
Prenclr  received  very  large  reinforcements,  both  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  from  France,  before  Loudon  was  ready  to  sail, 
and  deeming  it  rather  a  dangerous  experiment  to  proceed, 
be  abandoned  the  expedition  and  returned  to  New  York. 
'  During  the  absence  of  the  prineipai  part  of  the  Briti^ 
army,  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  conceived  the  design  of 
taking  the  forts  on  lake  Oeorge.  He  advanced  with  an 
army  of  about  9800  men,  and  laid  siege  to  fort  William 
Renry,  situated  on  the  nortil*  side  of  the  lake.  The  gar-' 
rison  consisted  of  3069'men,  undet  the  connuand-of  Colonel 
Monro,  who  made  a  most  gaffilmt  resistance  for  six  days, 
keeping  the  ^enemy  at  bay,  white  he  sent  to  General  Webb* 
apprising  htm  of  his  situation,  send  asking  his  aid.  Webb 
was  at  fort  Edward,  only  four  miles  distant,  with  an 
army  of  4000  men.  Whether  the  General  thought  of  the 
lead  colic,  or  had  a.ipemdiar.  avcosaon  to  villanous  salt- 
petre, (for  men  do  sometimes  get  an  unaccountable  and  pe- 
evbar  aiversion  to  beoig'^sfaDt,)  or  whether  he  was  governed 
fai  his  conduct  by  motives  of  a  prudential  character,  is  worthy 
our  consideration.  It  is  certain,  his  aid  was  withheld  with- 
out ttny^  apparent  excfHie  for  his  heartless  indiflifrence  to  the 
periknis -situation  of'itts  brethren  in  arms,  who  were  obliged 
to  surrender.  They  claimed  and  obtmined  at  least  the  pr»- 
misoof  aft'heneurable  capitttlatioR, aada  pledge  of  protec* 
taott  frbm-MoBtcalm^  against' the  Indians^  under  his  command. 
B^'PO  toenerhadthey  inardied  oi>t  of  the  fort  and  deposited 
thmr^armsy  than  the  Indiaas  were  perinitted'  to  enter  their 
IfneS)  to  oommeace  the  work  of  plunder,  crueky  and.  deaths 
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He  Mtmnlem  aMiem  were  attacked  with  fiendkh  Airy  by 
tbe  savages*  wiiOi  while  iHitoheriag  and  scalping  their  Tictims, 
seemed  to  delight  in  their  yelk  and  groans,  and  frantic  shrieks 
ef  anguish  and  deqiair.  This  horrid  scene  continued  until 
1500  were  killed  or  carried  captives  into  the  wilderness. 
This  has  fixed  a  dark  spot  upon  the  character  of  Montcahn, 
which  wiH  always  haunt  the  history  of  his  achievements  like 
some  hideous  monster,  grinning  awfully  over  a  victory  of  the 
heart  of  the  valiant  Attempts  have  been  made  to  wipe 
avray  the  curse,  but  every  age  and  country,  like  an  immense 
jury,  will  try  and  condemn  his  conduct  again.  It  has  been 
said  that  he  could  not  restrain  the  ferocity  ct  the  savages ; 
but  oouhl  he  not  make  the  attempt?  Ckndd  not  7000 mai 
nstrain  90M?  Could  not  Montcalm  prainde  the  gtipubMi 
guard  whiek  Monro  begged  and  implored  him  in  vain  to  do, 
to  save  his  brave  companions  7  With  these  fitcts  before  us, 
we  wW  not,  we  cannot  listen  to  the  sophistical  arguments  of 
the  defenders  of  guilt. 

Now  flbaw  tbe  curtain  aside  and  look  for  yourself  at  a  scene 
that  naikes  hussamty  bleed  at  every  pore.  It  is  the  fort  and 
its  vieisity  the  day  after  the  massacre.  The  f<Mrt  is  a  hewp 
of  smoking  ruins ;  the  buildings  are  still  burmng;  here  are 
arms,  hands,  uid  maany  other  fragments  of  the  human  body 
brmHng  tn  ike  fire  I  there  are  heapsof  dead  bodies  all  around 
you  with  the  scalps  torn  off*  But  now  think  of  the  deep 
I  horrors  and  voiceless  woe  of  those  who  are  tortured  in  cap^ 
I  tivity  I  Imagine  among  them  a  fiither,  a  brother,  or  a  friend. 
Imagine  ycundf  a  victim  of  torture,  and  then  I  ask  you  what 
thinkyouofMontcakn?  What  think  you  of  Webb?  Would 
you  be  leaning  to  the  side  of  mercy  by  shielding  them  from 
indignation  and  scorn?  Or  would  you  rather  defend  the 
oflkers  than  the  soldiers?  The  common  soldier  has  rights 
as  well  as  his  superiors.  He  has  a  heart  to  feel,  a  hand  to 
sb-ike,  and  an  arm  to  save.    His  influence,  his  power,  in  the 

1  aggregate,  muH  be  respected,  and  we  will  defend  his  rights 
against  his  superiors,  whether  friend  or  foe. 
While  we  are  deteimined  to  guard  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous care  against  wronging  the  memory  of  any  man,  we  shall 
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freely  ekpress  our  uncompromising  detestation  against  the 
heartless  deeds  of  such  fiends  incarnate,  instead  of  extenuat- 
ing their  guilt,  as  some  historians  have  done. 

History  is  the  monitor  of  the  future^  teaching  by  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  fidthfiilly  delineated ;  but  if  the  inexcusable 
wholesale  murders  and  unjustifiable  barbarities,  or  even  the 
cowardice  or  cold  indifference  of  men  to  aid  those  they  are 
bound  by  sacred  duty,  or  solemn  contract,  to  protect,  are  to 
be  blotted  Srom  its  pages,  it  fails  in  its  legitimate  object. 
The  wretch  who  could  look  calmly  on  such  a  scene  without 
lifting  a  hand  to  save,  should  be  held  in  greater  abhorrence 
than  the  midnight  assassin.  We  are  sometimes  moved  to 
tears  at  the  recital  of  a  single  murder,  but  we  too  often  read 
an  account  of  the  destruction  of  thousands,  as  a  pleasing  tale. 
We  sympathize  with  the  sufferings  of  individuals,  but  lose 
our  better  feelings  in  a  multitude  of  sufferers.  Through  this 
strange  inconsistency  of  our  nature,  the  guilty  often  escape, 
or  get  only  one  blow  when  their  guilt  calls  for  ten. 

After  the  destruction  of  fort  William  Henry,  the  French 
had  possession  of  lakes  George  and  Champlain,  and  an  unin- 
terrupted communication  between  Canada  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  gave  them  an  ascendancy  over  the 
Indians,  and  an  undisturbed  control  over  the  country  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  while  the  colonists  were  exposed, 
along  the  whole  northern  and  western  fr(Hitier,  to  the  out- 
rages of  the  various  tribes  of  Indians. 

**  Through  harvest  fields  the  bloody  myriads  tread, 
Sack  the  lone  village,  strew  the  streets  with  dead ; 
The  flames  in  iq>iry  volumes  round  them  rise. 
And  shrieks  and  shouts  redoubling  rend  the  skies. 
Fair  babes  and  matrons  in  their  domes  expire, 
Or,  bursting  fiantic  through  the  folding  fire. 
They  scream,  fly,  fidl ;  promiscuous  rave  along 
The  yelling  victors  and  the  driven  throng ; 
The  streams  run  purple ;  all  the  peopled  shore 
Is  wrapp*d  in  flames  and  trod  with  steps  of  gore  ;— 
Till  colours,  gathering  fi;om  the  shorelands  fiir, 
Stretch  their  new  standards  and  oppose  the  war, 
With  muskets  match  the  many-sbafted  bow, 
With  loud  artillery  stun  th*  astonish'd  he. 
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When,  Uke  a  hnkea  wave,  the  barinnNis  tain 
Lead  back  the  flight  and  scatter  from  the  plain, 
Slay  their  weak  captives,  drop  their  shafts  in  haste, 
Forget  their  spoils  and  scour  the  trackless  waste ; 
From  wood  to  wood  in  wild  confusion  hurPd, 
They  hnny  o*ar  the  hills  &r  thnnigh  the  savage  world.'* 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Change  of  the  Britiab  Kfimstry— Pitt  at  the  Head  of  the  new  Council— HiaPop- 
ularity^Its  Eflbet— Plan  of  Campaigih-AdniiTal  Boacawen  aaila  from  Hah&i, 
under  Brvadier-Gianeral  Amharat— -Siege  of  Loniabnig— Plan  againat  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point  under  General  Abercrombie — Lake  George — ^Uoauoceaaful 
Attack  on  Ticonderoga— Abercrombie  retreats— Diesatiafiustion  of  the  Provindala 
— Bradatreet  takea  Fnmtignac— General  Forbes  takea  Fort  Dn  Qaeane. 

On  the  Termination  of  the  last  Campaign. 

On  the  infliction  of  this  last,  unkindest  kick  of  aU,  the 
English  lion  started  up  with  a  roar.  The  English  on  both 
sides  of  the  ocean  were  alarmed,  and  justly  too,  at  their 
situation,  and  indignant  at  the  loss  of  their  brethren.  The 
king  changed  his  ministry,  and  placed  the  celebrated  William 
Pitt  at  the  head  of  the  new  councils. 

As  a  multitude  of  merry  souls  dance  and  skip  under  the 
magic  influence  of  a  violin,  so  a  great  statesman  can  often 
stir  up  and  move  a  whole  nation.  Pitt  speaks,  and  the  thun- 
der of  his  eloquence  arouses  to  arms ;  the  huge  leviathans  of 
war  overshadow  the  sea.  Armies  move  with  the  vigour  of 
magic ;  transcendant  talent  is  displayed  in  the  field,  and  vic- 
tory shouts  exultingly  over  the  mighty  results.  The  ill- 
contrived  and  badly  executed  campaigns  were  now  at  an 
end ;  the  tide  of  fortune,  which  had  flowed  to  the  French, 
loaded  with  riches,  commenced  its  ebb  with  surprising  ra- 
pidity the  spirits  of  the  colonists  were  revived ;  the  requi- 
sitions for  raising  a  very  large  number  of  troops  were 
promptly  and  cheerfully  complied  with ;  and  all  was  bustle 
and  activity,  inspired  by  the  soul  of  Pitt.  We  pause  here 
with  astonishmenti  to  contemplate  the  majesty  of  mind. 
That  one  man  should  be  able  to  effect  such  changes  and  in- 
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fuse  such  light  ittto  the  4Mk  and  gkMMBjr  mioilB  aadthearU  of 
men  far  beyond  the  sam;  to  oonvey  to  others  a  part  of  his 
own  immortal  energies ;  to  speak  ivitfa  his  own  deeply-moTed 
soul  so  strongly,  that  nations  shake  and  monarchs  tremble  in 
their  cf^pitola*  aeema  almost  miracMiIoiii. 

Equally  popular  in  both  hemispheres,  his  letters  to  the 
colonial  governors,  assuring  them^  a  large  force  from  Eng- 
land, and  calling  on  them  for  aid,  probably  far  exceeded  his 
most  sanguine  expeotations*  In  May,  Massachusetts  had 
7000  troops,  Connecticut  5000,  and  Hampshire  3000.  Mas- 
aacbiisQttf  took  the  inad.  The  people  of  Boaton  supported 
tases  whieh  took  Mimy  twro^irds  of  the  ineome  ^m  Mat 
estate :  one-half  of  the  efl^tive  men  in  the  proyince  were  on 
some  military  ikty ;  and  the  transports  constructed  to  cairy 
the  troops  to  Halifax  were  ready  to  sail,  in  fourteen  days 
fitun  the  time  df  the  undertaking.  The  British  fleets  block- 
aded or  oa|Mlared  the  French  armamfsnts,  outting  off  tfaeir 
ffMrifomemaQls,  wUle  Adssural  Bosoawen  was  dcsftalebed  to 
•Bhlifiuc  iiikh  a  fiinnidAble  cM|iiadro&  of  ^fih^ 
dbaut  lAfitOnen.  Lovd  Loudon  was  aupmeded  hy  Genaiid 
ghberoronihie,  wb»  waa  now  placed  »t  the  head  of  anaffiny 
of  50,000  men,  the  largest  anny  that  eTer»  in  its  laaroli, 
ahac^  the  earth  in  Amflrica. 

It  waansol«Bd  that  Ihree  poinlB  of  attack  shswU  be  the 
efapots  of  Ais  oaapaign.  The  first  ^mpedilioii  was  to  be 
diractod  agaiait  Loidsbung*  the  oefutol  of  Cmt»  BvetoUi  the 
secssMi  agunst  Tioondegqga  and  Crown  Point ;  aad  the  ihkd 
against  fort  Du  Quosoa. 

On  the  26lli  ioi  liby,  Admiral  Boecawea  sailed  fiom  Hali« 
fine  with  a  ^Heet  of  twemy  ships  of  the  iine  and  eig^teaa 
frigatosi  and  14^000  men,  under  the  ooaunaad  of  Brigadier- 
Genend  Amherst,  and  arrived  befoce  Louiebmrg  on  the  9kiikf 
June.  The  Chevalier  <ie  Druoourt,  a  man  ^  muxy  partsi 
oomnanded  the  garviaen,  composed  of  3600  fegidavsiand.^W 
The  JVench  hwing  aecuffed  the  hiurbour  witbahqwi 
of  whioh  were  aunk  across  l^e  momth  of  the  hasiii^  ithe 
Bt^^Ush  were  cM^ed  to  land  at  some  distance  bom  the  toirau 
Aa  the  8«rf  was  ao  great  that  no  boat  could  li?e  aear  ahaae^ 
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a  landing  could  aot  be  efiecled  for  six  <Uy«.  On  tlie  Slh, 
while  the  swell  was  still  very. great,  tfa^y  a^preached  the 
shore  under  the  fire  of  five  frigates.  The  eHeny  on  shore 
reserved  their  fire  until  theEn^ish  were  near  them,  when 
their  musketry  and  cajuKm  were  opened  upon  them  with 
great  spirit.  Some  of  their  boats  were  upset,  others  dashed 
into  frai^ents  without  much  regand  for  the  contents;  but 
General  James  Wolfis,  afterwards  the  hero  of  the  heights  of 
Abraham,  was  there,  and  he  pushed  forward  to  the  shore. 
Amherst  was  the  sUeld  and  Wolfe  the  sword — ^the  one  cau- 
tious, the  other  young  and  enthusiastic.  The  artillery  and 
stores  were  dsvigged  on  shore  June  8th,  and  Geoaral  Wolfe, 
neat  in  commaad  to  General  Amherst,  was  detached  with 
9000  men  to  take  a  post  at  Lighthouse  Point,  an  eminence 
which  in  a  measure  commands  the  ships  in  the  harbour  and 
the  fortifications  in  the  town,  and  from  which  the  enemy 
might  be  greatly  annoyed.  The  enemy  had  five  ships  of  the 
line  and  a  few  frigates  in  the  harbour,  and  as  the  English 
treofts  approached,  the  guns  on  these  vessels  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  them.  On  the  approach  of  Wolfe  towards  Light- 
house Point,  the  French  who  occupied  that  post 


^  retreated^  as  the  phrase  is,  when 


Bfen  nm  away  latber  than  go  throagh 
Dwtructioo^s  jaws.** 

We  presume,  however,  that  these  men 


^  npver  ran  away,  ejccept  when  ninning 

W(u  nothing  but  a  ^Mlmnnu  kind  of  cunning.*' 

This  we  leave  with  their  own  conscience,  which  is  nothing 
but  our  own  opinion  of  our  own  actions,  which  shows  the 
importance  of  good  instructions,  when  the  mental  twig  is  bent 

This  fighting  is  a  bloody  business,  at  best,  and  we  would 
rather  continue  to  moralize,  than  besiege  cities  and  towns  in 
pertom.  Even  when  the  imagination  leads  us  to  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  enemy,  the  unmusical  roar  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry ;  the  fire  and  smoke  on  the  ramparts  and  from  the  em- 
brasures, and  the  shrieks  and  irroan^  of  our  wounded  and 
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dying  fellow-wJdiers,  bat  ill  comport  with  our  notions  of  a 
long  life  of  domestic  joys  and  comforts. 

But,  I  say,  Wolfe  took  the  post,  and  erected  several  strong 
batteries,  while  approaches  were  made  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  town,  and  the  siege  was  commenced  in  earnest. 

A  very  heavy  fire  is  opened  and  kept  up  against  the  town 
and  the  ships  in  the  harbour.  With  the  flashing  fire  comes 
the  report  of  artillery,  like  peals  of  thunder.  The  earth 
trembles,  and  some  of  the  men  tremble ;  some  with  anxiety, 
some  with  rage,  and  some  with  fear.  The  bombs,  like  me- 
teors,  are  vaulting  through  the  sky,  then  falling  to  the  earth, 
or  on  the  ships,  with  terrible  explosion,  hurl  their  fitigments 
through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  with  appalling  eflfect ;  then 
communicating  their  fire  to  a  vessel,  the  flames  spread  with 
fearful  rapidity,  and  the  prodigious  conflagration  drives  the 
soldiers  away  like  rats  escaping  from  a  falling  temple.  The 
fire  reaches  the  magazine !  A  blaze  as  from  a  volcano  bursts 
forth,  and  then  the  shock  of  the  dreadful  explosion  terrifies 
the  besiegers  and  the  besieged.  Masts  and  yards  are  hurled 
through  the  sky,  and  after  a  long  interval  fall  in  fi^agments 
over  the  earth  and  sea.  The  fire  is  communicated,  and  two 
other  ships  share  the  same  fate.  The  siege  progresses ;  some 
parts  of  the  town  are  already  consumed,  and  some  others 
battered  down.  The  English  Admiral  sent  600  men  under 
two  young  captains,  Laforey  and  Balfour,  into  the  harbour, 
to  destroy  or  bring  ofi*  the  remaining  ships.  In  the  night, 
between  the  25th  and  26th,  they  passed  through  a  galling 
fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  pf  the  enemy,  and  took  the  re- 
maining ships.  One  being  aground,  was  burnt,  and  the 
other  was  triumphantly  towed  out  of  the  basin.  This  put 
the  English  in  full  possession  of  the  harbour ;  and  several 
breaches  having  been  made  in  the  enemy's  works,  the  governor, 
deeming  the  place  no  longer  tenable,  offered  to  capitulate. 

The  garrison  were  required  to  surrender  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  although  these  humiliating  terms  were  at  first  re- 
jected, they  were  afterwards,  from  necessity,  acceded  to. 
The  spoils  of  victory  were  221  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ei^teen 
mortars,  with  large  quantities  of  ammunition.    The  English 
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now  took  possession  of  Cape  Breton,  and  also  the  Island 
Royal,  St.  John's,  and  their  dependencies.  The  inhabitants 
of  Cape  Breton  were  taken  to  France  in  English  ships ;  but 
the  military  men,  consisting  of  the  garrison,  sea-officers, 
sailors,  and  marines,  amounting  to  about  6000,  were  taken 
prisoners  of  war  to  England.  This  was  the  severest  blow 
that  France  received  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
as  it  placed  the  whole  coast,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Nova 
Scotia,  in  the  possession  of  the  English,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
sure cut  off  the  French  communication  with  Canada. 

The  army  destined  to  execute  the  plan  against  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  commanded  by  General  Abercrombie, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  15,000  men,  with  a  formidable  train 
of  artillery,  was  to  rendezvous  at  Albany.  The  reduction  of 
these  points  was  a  favourite  object  of  the  northern  colonies, 
exposed  to  French  and  Indian  incursions ;  and  the  most  her- 
culean exertions  were  made  to  insure  its  success.  About 
two-thirds  of  this  army  were  colonists.  In  the  beginning  of 
July  they  arrived  at  Lake  George,  and  on  the  5th  the  Gen- 
eral was  ready  to  embark  his  troops  on  board  of  900  batteaux 
and  125  whale-boats,  besides  a  number  of  rafts,  on  which 
cannon  were  mounted,  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops. 

And  now,  reader,  if  you  have  no  imagination  we  pity  you, 
for  then  all  such  recitals  will  have  no  more  effect  on  you  than 
if  you  were  told  that  15,000  blackbirds  crossed  the  lake,  all 
in  one  flock.  But,  no  doubt,  you  have  a  most  vivid  imagina- 
tion, by  which  you  now  plainly  see  the  remarkable  clear 
water  of  this  truly  romantic  lake ;  the  bold  and  jutting  shore ; 
and  the  beautiful,  small  green  islands,  full  of  wild  flowers  to 
the  edge  of  the  water,  looking,  for  all  the  world,  like  little 
hills  swimming  across  the  lake  with  a  load  of  flowers  on  their 
backs.  The  deer  stand  high  up  on  the  projecting  rock,  and 
look  down  with  amazement  on  the  extended  crowd,  then 
bound  away  into  the  thick  woods.  The  brave  eagle,  the 
bird  of  Washington,  not  quite  ready  to  perch  on  the  Ameri- 
can standards,  soars  majestically  in  the  blue  vault  of  heaven ; 
then  rushing  down,  bathes  his  glossy  wings  in  the  trembling 
waters  of  the  lake.    A  late  and  eminent  writer,  in  speaking 
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of  this  laket  says  that  ^'  light  and  shade  are  here  not  only  fiw 
more  diversified,  but  are  much  more  obvious,  intense,  and 
flowing,  than  in  smooth,  open  countries.  Every  thing,  whether 
on  the  land  or  water,  was  here  affected  by  the  changes  of  the 
day;  and  the  eye,  without  forecast,  found  itself,  however 
disposed  on  ordinary  occasions  to  inattention,  instinctively 
engaged,  and  fiutened  with  emotions  approximating  to  rap- 
ture* The  shadovTS  of  the  mountains,  particularly  on  the 
west,  floating  dowly  over  the  bosom  of  the  lake,  and  then 
softly  ascending  that  of  the  mountains  on  the  east,  presented 
to  us^  in  a  wide  expanse,  the  uncommon  and  most  pleasing 
image  of  one  vast  range  of  mountains,  slowly  moving  up  the 
ascent  of  another. 

'<  While  we  were  returning  from  Ticondero^ga,  we  were 
presetted  with  a  prospect  superbr  to  any  which  I  ever 
beheld.  An  opening  lay  before  us,  between  the  nountaiBS 
on  the  west  and  those  on  the  east,  gilded  by  the  departing 
sunbeams.  The  lake,  alternately  ^^assy  and  gently  rippled, 
of  a  light  and  exquisite  samphire,  gay  and  brilliant  with  the 
tiemuloas  lustre,  already  mentioned,  floating  upon  its  surfiiee, 
stretched  in  prospect  to  a  vast  distance,  through  a  gfeat 
variety  of  larger  and  smaller  apertores.  In  the  chasm, 
formed  by  the  mountains,  lay  a  multitude  of  islands,  diftring 
in  siae,  shape,  and  umbrage,  and  clothed  in  dee|4y  shaded 
green.  Beyond  them,  and  often  partly  hidden  behind  the 
tall  and  variottsly  figured  trees,  with  which  they  were  tufted, 
rose,  in  the  west  and  south-west,  n  long  range  of  distant 
mountains,  tinged  with  a  deep  misty  asure,  and  crowned  with 
an  immense  succession  of  lofty  pines.  Above  the  moantaias, 
and  above  each  other,  were  extended,  in  great  numbers,  loi^, 
streaming  clouds,  of  the  happiest  forms,  and  painted  with  red 
and  orange  light,  in  all  timr  diversities  of  tincture.*' 

Thus,  while  the  •army  was  embarking,  we  had  time  to  make 
a  little  excursion  along  the  lake.  Every  man  knows  that  it 
takes  some  time  before  the  last  of  15»0Q0  soldiers  couM  get 
his  foot  into  a  boat.  Bat  now  they  go,  and  early  next  morn- 
ing they  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  and  commenced 
their  march  in  four  columns;  the  British  in  the  centre,  and 
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the  proFinciaJs  on  the  flank.  The  advanced  guard  of  the 
French*  posted  on  the  lake  in  a  logged  camp,  quickly  destrc^ed 
all  they  could  and  made  a  hasty  retreat;  and  when  the 
Ei^ifth  arrived  the  nest  was  warm,  but  the  birds  had  all 
flown.  In  marching  through  the  woods,  the  guides  being 
unskilful,  the  colunms  were  thrown  into  confusion  and  en- 
taqglfid  with  each  other,  when  the  right  centre  column  feU  in 
with  some  of  the  enemy's  advanced  guards,  who  had  lost 
themselves  in  the  woods  on  their  precipitate  retreat  from  the 
lake.  They  made  a  furious  attack  upon  each  other,  in  which 
the  French  were  defeated  with  a  loss  of  about  300  killed  and 
wounded,  and  148  taken  prisoners.  On  the  first  fire  Lord 
George  Howe  was  killed,  an  cfficer  who  was  esteemed  above 
all  the  other  British  ofiicers,  and  to  his  loss  the  provincials 
attributed  their  subsequent  defeat. 

The  English  army  noweneamped  at  the  Saw-Mills,only  two 
miles  from  Tioondewoga.  In  advance  of  the  fort,  garrisoned 
with  the  usual  number  of  men,  the  enemy  had  about  5000 
men  posted  behind  a  stroi^  breastwork,  eight  or  nine  ieet 
hi^ ;  and  in  fipoat  of  this  a  number  of  felled  trees,  with  their 
sharpened  branches  piojectiQg  outward,  gave  great  additional 
strength  to  the  works. 

Gienoral  Abercrombie  sent  forward  an  engineer  to  reoon* 
noolre  the  ground;  but  whether  he  examined  the  enemy's 
works  with  great  care  or  great  caietjon,  (mark  the  difierence,) 
or  whether  he  kept  at  a  very  respectable  distance  from  the 
enemy,  not  wishing  to  intrude ;  or  taking  it  for  granted  that 
so  large  an  army  would  certainly  take  the  fort,  and  thus 
sustain  his  report  and  his  reptttation,  we  will  not  undertake 
to  decide.  He  made  a  fovousable  report,  however,  stating 
that  the  works  were  imperfect  and  consequently  practicaUe. 
Upon  this  the  General  resolved  upon  a  storm,  and  accordiqgly 
made  preparations  for  an  assault  The  storm  soon  blew  the 
wrong  way.  The  troops  were  ordered  to  rush  forward,  re- 
serving their  own  fire  till  they  had  passed  a  breastlmrk;  but 
owing  to  the  felled  trees»  and  the  height  of  the  works,  this 
was  absolutely  in^nracticable,  especially  without  brii^fing  up 
the  artillery.    Besides,  the  English  attempting  to  attack  but 
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a  small  portion  of  the  extended  French  lines,  and  that  upon 
the  strongest  and  most  inaccessible,  the  enemy  poured  their 
whole  fire  upon  that  spot ;  while  the  English  gained  no  ad- 
vantage by  numbers.  After  keeping  these  brave  fellows  for 
four  hours  in  a  situation  where  they  were  exposed  to  an  in- 
cessant and  most  galling  fire,  without  the  least  prospect  of 
accomplishing  any  thing  at  that  point,  without  bringing 
forward  his  artillery  or  changing  his  plan,  the  (General  not 
only  ordered  a  retreat,  but  ran  away  with  his  indignant  army 
from  a  comparatively  small  force,  as  if  afraid  of  him  who 
proverbially  takes  the  hindmost,  and  re-crossed  Lake  George 
with  a  loss  of  2000  men,  in  killed  and  wounded.  This  gained 
the  General  the  unenviable  name  of  Mrs.  Nahhycrombie  among 
the  provincials. 

It  might  here  be  remarked,  that  Major  Rogers,  an  able  and 
experienced  oflScer  in  Indian  warfare,  and  an  American  by 
birth,  ofifered  to  scour  the  woods  and  examine  the  condition 
of  the  enemy,  but,  of  course,  this  was  not  granted  by  a  British 
oflicer,  and  like  his  obdurate  predecessors  who  took  no  advice, 
he  met  with  defeat.  Braddock  had  his  Washington,  WiHiamB 
had  his  Hendrick,  and  Abercrombie  his  Rogers.  This  period 
of  our  country's  history  would  be  much  more  interesting  to 
Americans,  had  not  the  British  oflEk^ers  always  kept  the  merits 
of  Americans  a  profound  secret,  or  appropriated  their  exploits, 
if  possible,  to  themselves. 

This  disastrous  result  of  so  great  an  expedition  was  felt 
by  the  British  and  Americans  with  peculiar  severity,  after 
the  high  expectations  which  they  had  naturally  entertained 
under  such  promising  circumstances. 

While  speaking  of  Pitf  s  promotion,  we  said  that  the  un- 
fortunate campaigns  were  at  an  end ;  and  as  this  might  be 
considered  an  exception,  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  was 
only  a  part  of  the  campaign. 

After  Abercrombie  had  abandoned  the  project  of  captur- 
ing Ticonderoga,  Colonel  Bradstreet  proposed  to  finish  the 
campaign  with  an  expedition  against  Frontignac,  a  fort  on 
the  north  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  just  where  it  issues  from 
Lake  Ontario.    This  wish  was  granted,  and  Bradstreet  was 
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detached  with  3000  men,  eight  pieces  of  cannoD,  and  three 
mortars. 

On  the  25th  of  August,  the  Colonel  landed  within  one  mile 
of  the  fort.  Not  anticipating  an  attack  at  this  point,  the 
garrison  consisted  of  only  110  men  with  a  few  Indians.  The 
mortars  were  placed  so  near  the  fort,  that  every  shell  pro- 
duced disastrous  effects  to  the  enemy,  and  in  two  days  the 
fort  was  surrendered.  The  booty  consisted  of  nine  armed 
vessels,  sixty  cannon,  sixteen  mortars,  and  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  ammunition,  with  a  great  number  of  et  ceteras.  This 
place  had  not  only  been  the  general  repository  for  the  west- 
ern and  southern  posts,  but  the  key  to  the  communication 
between  Canada  and  Louisiana.  After  destroying  the  fort, 
Bradstreet  returned  to  the  army  from  which  he  was  detached. 

The  third  point  of  attack  in  this  campaign  was  the  bul- 
wark of  the  French  dominion  over  the  western  regions,  fort 
Du  Quesne. 

This  enterprise  was  entrusted  to  General  Forbes,  who  left 
Philadelphia  in  July,  but  did  not  arrive  at  Du  Quesne  till  late 
in  November.  The  army  of  Forbes  amounted  to  8000  men. 
The  French  garrison,  deserted  by  the  Indians,  and  too  weak 
for  eflfectual  resistance,  had  escaped  down  the  Ohio  the  even- 
ing before  the  arrival  of  the  English,  who  inunediately  took 
possession  of  the  fort,  and  changed  its  name  to  fort  Pitt.  The 
Indians,  as  usual,  joined  the  stronger  party,  and  all  the  tribes 
between  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes  concluded  a  peace  with  the 
victors,  relieving  the  fix>ntier  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland  and  Virginia  from  the  murderous  incursions  of 
savages  armed  with  tomahawk,  with  scalping-knife  and  with 
fire. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  Military  and  Naval  Magazine 
for  1835: 

Pittsburg,  the  metropolis  of  domestic  manufactures,  al- 
though covered  with  clouds  of  smoke>  from  the  operation  of 
her  thousand  engines,  is  famed  in  the  annals  of  history.  If 
we  resort  to  its  pages,  we  find  that  here  were  erected  forts 
Du  Quesne,  Pitt  and  Lafayette ;  the  first  by  the  French,  and 
named  after  their  illustrious  admiral,  Du  Quesne ;  the  second 
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by  the  BritiBh,  called  after  the  eloquent  Pitt ;  and  the  latter 
built  by  the  Americans^  in  honour  of  the  friend  and  com- 
panion of  Washington.  In  surveying  the  place  where  these 
fiMTtifieations  once  stood  with  their  banners  hoisted  in  triumph, 
we  now  see  scarcely  a  trace  to  point  the  old  soldier  to  the 
identical  spot,  and  cannot  help  recalling  to  memory  the 
bloody  history  of  those  perilous  times,  when  the  war-whoop 
and  "  qui  vive**  (who  goes  there)  were  the  forerunners  of 
almost  certain  destruction.  Then,  casting  a  glimpse  at  the 
busy  multitude  who  are  now  engaged  at  their  vocations,  the 
most  of  whom,  if  not  all,  were  unborn  at  the  period  of  these 
trying  hours,  an  involuntary  emotion  forces  its  way,  and  car- 
ries the  mind  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity.  In  a  century 
iBore,  probably,  the  very  ground  will  have  assumed,  in  tl^ 
hands  of  man,  a  different  shape ;  and  in  vain  will  the  geogra- 
pher endeavour  to  compare  the  plot  with  its  former  designa* 
tion,  or  to  find  the  site  of  the  old  forts.  The  visiter,  as  he 
passes  through  on  his  going  down  the  Ohio,  will  inquire  for 
the  remains  of  Du  Quenie,  when  not  a  stone  can  be  found  to 
present  to  his  nuad  the  reality  of  the  spot  upon  which  the 
French  garrison  vras  erected.  At  present  there  is  remaining 
arUttle  mound,  near  the  All^i^iany  rivor,  which  is  acknow- 
le^ed  by  some  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  to  be  a  part  of  the 
works ;  it  stands  as  a  monument  of  the  first  attempts  at 
civilization,  when 

Up  tbe  wild  straams,  that  bomd  the  faeitt's  view, 
Great  Gallia's  sons  their  western  oooise  pmsae. 

But  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  even  this  last  remembrance 
wiH  have  vanished  away,  and  the  site  be  entirely  unobserva- 
ble.  Here  once  the  brave  subaltern,  from  whom  the  laurels 
w&re  ungratefully  snatched,  drilled  his  little  company  to  the 
*'  pas  accelAr6."  Here  the  "  portez  arme,"  "  garde  k  vous,'* 
and  **  en  avant,"  were  heard  amidst  the  ydls  and  songs  of 
the  tawny  sons  ot  the  foirest.  Here  the  sai^oinary  battle 
where 

*« bapleoiBiMUoek  finds  his  destined  ftU," 

was  cMoehred,  matured,  and  undertaken.  Here  the  victors 
retnnied,  and  entered  the  fort  to  the  soand  of  the  solitary 
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(brtiHu  Buty  with  the  remains  of  the  CBAile,  they  have  like- 
mae  disappeared^  and  probably  there  is  not  one  living  to 
tell  the  true  story  of  so  eveiUful  a  period.  If  the  old  com* 
BMinder  of  Du  Quesne  were  now  permitted  to  see  the  spot 
upmi  which  stood  the  battlements  of  his  former  grandeur, 
what  would  be  his  astonishment !  Instead  of  beholding  the 
little  fort,  at  the  point  or  junction  of  the  riv^s»  a  portion  of  a 
city,  opulent,  and  celebrated  for  her  industry  and  manufac- 
turing establishments,  would  present  itself  to  his  view. 

So  transient  are  the  works  of  men,  that  threescore  years 
and  ten  have  sufficed  to  obliterate  these  national  monuments 
of  war ;  they  are  no  more ;  they  have  fallen  by  the  hands  of 
time,  and  been  demolished  by  the  proprietors  of  the  ground. 
The  Frenchman,  as  he  arrives  from  the  land  of  his  forefathers, 
where  his  infimtine  ears  had  heard  the  tales  of  the  old  Ame- 
rican wars,  is  ready  to  inquire,  as  he  accosts  the  stranger, 
"  Where  is  fort  Du  Quesne  ?"  He  is  answered,  '*  It  is  gone." 
The  son  of  Albion,  in  treading  over  the  ground  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  subjects  of  King  George,  asks, ''  Where 
is  fort  Pitt?"*  the  answer  is,  ''It  is  demolished.''  And  the 
American,  whose  breast  swells  at  the  si^t  of  the  ancient 
works  of  the  pioneers  of  the  west,  inquires,  *'  Where 's  fi>rt 
I^afayette  T''  and  arrives  just  in  time  to  see  the  old  block-house 
torn  down,  and  the  last  of  the  forts  disappear. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Plin  to  coiMiuer  Csndar— Fin't  Cireahr  Lenw^Plm  of  Cunpaign — Gemnral 
Amherst  takes  Tieondtroga  and  Crown  Pobi— Pridamz  ant  aganat  Nk«anr— 
Hie  Death— Sir  William  Johnaon  succeasfully  proaecutea  his  Predeceaaor'a  Phui-^ 
Expedition  againat  Quebec  under  Wolfe — Several  unaucceeaful  attempts — Climbs 
tboHsigfataof  Abraham— Defeats  Monteahn^DeathofWolfo— Death  of  Montcalm 
— <:;apiciilatioiiof  the  Inhabitanta  of  Quobeo— Snflbrngaof  a  Captaiaand  Enflgii-- 
French  abandon  Beaufort— Remaina  of  the  French  Army  retire  to  Montreal— M. 
de  Levi  attempta  to  recover  Quebec — ^English  Colonies  raise  more  Men— Battle  of 
BHlery— fingUsh  defoated  M.  de  Levi  besieges  Quebee— Raises  iSbe  Siege— Re- 
baats  to  MoBtraal— French  GovanurimlDBshia  last  Stand  atBiontraal— Oenaial 
Amherst  appears— Governor  capitulates— End  of  the  War*-Treaty. 

EiieomAOED  by  the  saceesa  of  the  last  campaign,  which/ 
n^Tfithstaiiduig  the  defeat  of  Ticondepoga^  was  highly  htm- 
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ourable  to  the  English  arms  and  attended  with  important 
results,  it  was  resolved  that  the  year  1759  should  be  signal- 
ized by  the  entire  conquest  of  Canada,  though  the  late  eflbrt 
had  produced  great  exhaustion  of  provincial  strength ;  and 
when  Pitt's  circular  letter  animated  the  colonists  to  attempt 
the  most  vigorous  preparations  for  the  great  undertaking, 
they  found  that  their  resources  were  not  commensurate  with 
their  good  intentions. 

Three  armies,  however,  were  raised  to  attack,  at  nearly 
the  same  time,  the  strongholds  of  the  French  in  Canada : 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  Niagara,  and  Quebec. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign  was  as  follows :  As  soon  as  the 
St.  Lawrence  should  be  open  in  the  spring,  Brigadier-general 
Wolfe,  escorted  by  a  strong  fleet,  was  to  start  from  Louis- 
burg,  and  lay  siege  to  Quebec.  Major-General  Amlierst,  who 
had  superseded  Abercrombie,  as  commander-in-chief,  with 
the  main  army,  was  to  march  by  the  way  of  Ticonderoga, 
Crown  Point,  and  Richelieu  river ;  descend  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  form  a  junction  with  General  Wolfe ;  while  General  Pri- 
deaux,  with  the  third  division,  was  to  capture  fort  Niagara ; 
sail  thence  for  Montreal ;  and,  after  taking  that  place,  join 
the  grand  army  before  Quebec. 

General  Amherst  marched  against  Ticonderoga,  which  he 
reached  on  the  22d  July.  As  the  naval  superiority  of  Eng- 
land prevented  France  sending  out  reinforcements,  none  of  the 
posts  in  this  quarter  were  able  to  defend  themselves.  Ticon- 
deroga soon  surrendered ;  and  Amherst,  after  strengthening 
this  place,  proceeded  against  Crown  Point,  of  which  he  took 
undisputed  possession,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  it  and 
fled  before  his  arrival. 

The  second  division  of  the  army,  destined  against  Niagara, 
was  led  on  by  General  Prideaux>  who,  embarking  at  Oswego, 
early  in  July,  soon  after  landed  within  a  few  miles  of  Niagara. 
As  the  French  had  Indian  auxiliaries,  and  knew  that  they  were 
not  well  calculated  for  sedentary  warfare,  it  was  determined 
to  risk  a  general  battle. 

Four  days  before  the  battle,  Prideaux  was  killed  by  the 
bursting  of  a  cohom,  while  directing  the  operations  c^  the 


1759.] 


FRENCH  AND  INIttAN  WAR. 


m 


,  and  the  conunand  devolved  on  Sir  William  Jdmsoni 
who  prosecuted  with  such  vigour  the  plan  of  his  predecessor, 
that  the  French,  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  losing  a  post 
which  constituted  a  key  to  their  interior  empire  in  America, 
made  great  efforts  in  collecting  troops  from  the  neighbouring 
garrisons  of  Detroit,  Venango,  and  Presqu'  He.  General 
Johnson,  with  his  light  infantry,  some  grenaidiers  and  regular 
foot,  placed  between  the  cataract  of  Niagara  and  the  fortress, 
with  the  auxiliary  Indians  on  his  flanks,  awaited  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  on  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
charged  with  great  impetuosity,  were  received  with  heroic 
firmness;  and  being  deserted  by  their  Indian  allies,  the  French, 
in  less  than  an  hour,  were  completely  routed,  driven  back  to 
the  fort,  and  obliged  to  capitulate. 

The  least  promising,  but  the  most  daring  and  important 
expedition,  was  that  against  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada. 
Strong  by  nature,  and  much  improved  by  art,  it  was  the  Gib- 
raltar of  America;  and  all  attempts  against  it  having  failed 
hitherto,  it  seemed  almost  impregnable.  The  armed  vessels, 
the  floating  batteries,  the  strong  fortifications,  the  perpen- 
dicular bank,  the  strong  forts,  and  a  large  army  commanded 
by  the  formidable  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  would  have  made 
the  idea  of  its  capture  appear  perfectly  chimerical  to  almost 
any  one  but  such  men  as  Pitt  and  Wolfe.  The  latter  was 
young,  of  an  ardent  mind,  glowing  with  enthusiasm,  and 
emulous  of  glory.  Pitt  had  discovered  this  in  Wolfe's  con- 
duct at  Louisburg,  which  induced  him  to  appoint  him  to 
conduct  this  difficult  expedition,  and  to  give  him  for  assistants, 
Brigadier-Generals  Monckton,  Townshend,  and  Murray,  all 
like  himself  young  and  enthusiastic. 

<*  Wolfe,  now  detach*d  and  bent  on  bolder  deedsi 
A  sail-borne  host  up  8ea4ike  Lawrence  leads, 
Stems  the  long  lessening  tide,  till  Abraham's  height 
And  &med  Quebec  rise  fi^>wning  into  sight" 

Embarking  at  Louisburg,  under  convoy  of  Admirals  Saun- 
ders and  Holmes,  he  landed  his  whole  army,  consisting  of 
8000  men,  on  the  island  of  Orleans,  a  few  miles  below  Quebee, 
near  the  last  of  June.  . 
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After  several  attempts  to  reduce  the  place,,  finding  himself 
baffled  and  harassed,  Wolfe  seems  to  have  resolved  to  finish 
the  enterprise  by  a  single  bold  and  desperate  eflbrt. 

Determined  from  the  first  to  take  the  place,  impregnable  as 
it  viras  accounted,  the  measures  of  General  Wolfe  were  singu- 
larly bold,  and  apparently  repugnant  to  all  the  maxims  of 
war.  His  attention  was  first  drawn  to  Point  Levi,  on  the 
southern  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  upon  which,  after  taking 
possession  of  it,  he  erected  batteries.  By  means  of  these  he 
destroyed  many  houses,  but  firom  this  point  it  was  soon  appa- 
rent that  little  impression  could  be  made  upon  the  fortifica- 
ticms  of  the  town. 

Finding  it  impracticable  thus  to  accomplish  his  purpose, 
Wolfe  next  decided  on  more  daring  measures.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  Montcalm  to  a  general  battle,  Wolfe,  with 
his  troops,  crossed  the  river  Montmorenci,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  in  their  entrenchments.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
grounding  of  some  of  the  boats  which  conveyed  the  troops,  a 
part  of  the  detachment  did  not  land  so  soon  as  the  others. 
The  corps  that  first  landed,  without  waiting  to  form,  rushed 
forward  impetuously  towards  the  enemy's  entrenchments. 
But  their  courage  proved  their  ruin.  A  close  and  well-di- 
rected fire  finom  the  enemy  cut  them  down  in  great  numbers. 

Montcalm's  party  had  now  landed,  and  were  drawn  up  on 
the  beach  in  order.  But  it  was  near  night,  a  thunder-storm 
was  approaching,  and  the  tide  viras  rapidly  setting  in.  Fearing 
the  consequences  of  delay,  Wolfe  ordered  a  retreat  across  the 
Montmorenci,  and  returned  to  his  quarters  on  the  Isle  of 
Orleans.  In  this  rencontre  his  loss  amounted  to  near  600  of 
the  flower  of  his  army. 

The  difilculties  of  efl^ting  the  conquest  of  Quebec  now 
pressed  upon  Wolfe  with  all  thcfir  force.  But  he  knew  the  im- 
portance of  taking  this  strongest  hold — he  knew  the  expecta- 
tions of  his  countrymen — he  well  knew  that  no  military  con- 
duct could  shine  that  was  not  gilded  with  success. 

Disappointed  thus  far,  and  worn  down  with  fatigue  and 
watchfulness,  General  Wolfe  fell  violently  sick.  Scarcely 
had  he  recovered,  before  he  proceeded  to  put  in  execution  a 
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plan  which  had  been  matured  on  his  sick-bed.  This  was  to 
proceed  up  the  river,  gain  the  heights  of  Abraham,  and  draw 
Montcahn  to  a  general  engagement. 

Accordingly,  the  troops  were  transported  up  the  river 
about  nine  miles.  On  the  12th  of  September,  one  hour  aifter 
midnight,  Wolfe  and  his  troops  left  the  ships,  and  in  boats 
silently  dropped  down  the  current,  intending  to  land  a  league 
above  Cape  Diamond,  and  there  ascend  the  bank  leading  to 
the  station  he  wished  to  gain.  Owing,  however,  to  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  river,  they  fell  below  the  intended  place,  and 
landed  a  mile,  or  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  city. 

The  operation  was  a  critical  one,  as  they  had  to  navigate 
in  silence,  down  a  rapid  stream,  and  to  find  a  right  place  for 
landing,  which,  amidst  surrounding  darkness,  might  be  easily 
mistaken.  ^  Besides  this,  the  shore  was  shelving,  and  the  bank 
so  steep  and  lofty  as  scarcely  to  be  ascended,  even  without 
opposition  firom  an  enemy.  Indeed,  the  attempt  was  in  the 
greatest  danger  of  being  defeated  by  an  occurrence  peculiarly 
interesting,  as  marking  the  very  great  delicacy  of  the  trans- 
action. 

One  of  the  French  sentinels  posted  along  the  shore,  as  the 
English  boats  were  descending,  challenged  them  in  the  custom- 
ary military  language  of  the  French.  **  Qui  vit  ?"  "  who  goes 
there  ?**  To  which,  a  captain  in  Frazer's  regiment,  who  had 
served  in  Hollands  and  was  familiar  with  the  French  language 
and  customs,  promptly  replied,  ''la  France.'*  The  next 
question  was  still  more  embarrassing,  for  the  sentinel  de- 
manded "A  quel  regiment?**  "  to  what  regiment  V*  The  cap- 
tain, who  happened  to  know  the  name  of  a  regiment  which 
was  up  the  river  with  Bougainville,  promptly  rejoined,  **de  la 
Reine,**  "the  Queen's."  The  soldier  immediately  replied, 
"passS;'*  for  he  concluded  at  once  that  this  was  a  French 
convoy  of  provisions,  which,  as  the  English  had  learned  firom 
some  deserters,  was  expected  to  pass  down  the  river  to 
Quebec.  The  other  sentinels  were  deceived  in  a  similar 
manner ;  but  one,  less  credulous  than  the  rest,  running  down 
to  the  water's  edge,  called  out,  "  Pour  quois  est  ce  que  vous 
ne  parlez  plus  haut  ?  "  "  Why  don't  you  speak  louder  V*   The 
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same  captain,  with  perfect  self-command,  replied,  *'Tais  toi, 
nojis  serons  enUndus !"  "  Hush,  we  shall  be  overheard  and 
discovered !"  The  sentry,  satisfied  with  this  caution,  retired, 
and  the  boats  passed  in  safety. — Stlliman*s  Tour. 

"  Swift  bounding  on  the  bank,  the  foe  they  claim, 
Climb  the  tall  mountain  like  a  rolling  flame, 
Push  wide  their  wings,  high  bannering  bright  the  air. 
And  move  to  fight  as  comets  cope  in  war.*' 

The  shelving  beach,  the  high  and  precipitous  bank,  with 
only  one  narrow  path  by  which  it  could  be  scaled,  defended 
by  a  captain's  guard  and  battery  of  four  guns,  were  by  no 
means  very  promising  to  their  enterprise.  But  Wolfe  pro- 
bably now  thought,  as  he  before  had  said,  that  "  a  victorious 
army  finds  no  difiiculties,"  which  of  course  signifies  that  it 
regards  none.  Colonel  Howe  led  the  van,  clambered  up  the 
rocks,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
feet,  almost  perpendicular  ascent— drove  away  the  guard, 
and  took  possession  of  the  battery.  The  army  landed  about 
an  hour  before  day,  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  at  day- 
break marshalled  on  the  heights  of  Abraham. 

Montcalm,  who  had  deemed  the  ascending  of  the  precipice 
an  impossibility,  could  not  at  first  credit  the  intelligence ;  but 
being  convihced  of  its  truth,  he  endeavoured  to  make  the 
best  of  it  by  hasty  preparations  for  a  battle,  which  it  was  no 
longer  possible  to  avoid.  He  left  his  camp  at  Montmorenci, 
crossed  the  river  St.  Charles,  and  advanced  against  the  Eng- 
lish army.  Wolfe,  on  perceiving  this  movement,  began  to 
form  his  order  of  battle.  The  right  wing  of  the  English 
army  was  commanded  by  General  Monckton;  the  left  by 
General  Murray.  The  Louisburg  grenadiers  covered  the 
right  flank,  and  Howe's  infantry  the  rear  and  left;  while 
Webb's  regiment,  separated  by  wide  spaces  into  eight  sub- 
divisions, constituted  the  corps  of  reserve*  The  movements 
of  the  enemy  indicating  a  design  to  outflank  the  left  of  the 
English  army,  General  Townshend  was  ordered  to  double 
that  part  of  the  line  with  Amherst's  battalion  and  the  two 
battalions  of  Americans.  The  dispositions  of  the  French 
general  were  equally  ingenious.    His  right  and  left  wings 
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were  compoeed  of  about  an  equal  number  of  European  and 
American  troops,  while  the  centre  consisted  of  a  column 
formed  by  two  battalions  of  regulars.  The  main  body  of  the 
French  was  preceded  by  fifteen  hundred  Indians  and  Cana- 
dians, who  annoyed  the  English  excessively  by  their  fire  firom 
behind  the  bushes.  The  French  had  two  field-pieces ;  the 
En^ish  one.  Wolfe  being  on  the  right  of  his  army  and 
Montcalm  on  the  kft  of  the  French,  they  were  of  course  op- 
posite each  other.    Montcalm  led  briskly  to  the  charge. 

Wolfe  stands  the  representative  of  England ;  he  thinks  of 
Pitt ;  he  thinks  of  his  country ;  he  knows  that  between  a  bat- 
tle won  and  a  battle  lost  there  is  an  immense  distance ;  that 
empires  lie  between  them ;  that  upon  the  present  occasion 
this  maxim  will  prove  emphatically  true,  for  he  had  staked 
all  upon  this  hazardous  adventure.  The  pride  of  his  soul 
arises;  he  is  to  decide  whether  Canada  is  to  be  a  French  or 
a  British  colony — whether  the  colonies  already  in  their  pos- 
session shall  be  enjoyed  peaceably  or  overrun  by  the  French 
and  Indians,  and  involved  in  irretrievable  ruins.  These  were 
thoughts  that  rushed  like  a  torrent  over  the  young  hero's  soul 
and  overwhelmed  every  consideration  of  personal  safety. 
He  was 


*•  __^  pure  of  Rund, 
fiat  formed  to  oomfaat  with  his  kind ; 
Strong  in  mtnJ,  and  of  a  mood 
Which  'gainst  the  world  in  war  had  stood, 
And  perish'd  in  the  finremoet  rank 
With  joy." 

There  is  active  and  passive  courage;  the  foimer  is  a  kind 
of  desperation,  often  closely  allied  to  cowardice ;  bat  the 
latter  is  Uiat  cod  daring  when  nsten  stand  and  look  upon  the 
approaching  enemy,  reserving  their  own  fire.  There  is  scmie- 
thiog  suhUme  in  this — at  least  when  men  are  engaged  in  a 
just  caose :  it  is  the  most  dignified  courage  the  warrior  ev» 
exhibits.  It  is  the  best  manifestation  of  a  deienmnml  mind 
which  conquers  the  natural  fear  of  death. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  the  two  armies,  about  equal 
in  number,  met  iace  to  face.    The  English,  who  had  been 
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ordered  to  resenre  their  fire,  regardless  of  that  of  the  de- 
tached body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  skulking  about  the 
woods,  cornfields,  and  bushes,  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
French  army  until  they  were  within  forty  yards.    Now 

"Hark!  peals  the  caanon's dflafening  knell. 
Now  boTSls  the  closer  oombaVs  yell, 

The  flfaeathless  fitlehion^s  glance : 
While  ranki  that  stand,  o'er  rankB  that  kneel, 
Their  devastating  roUeys  deal ; 
And  fiist  as  bayonet  or  ball 
Make  breaches  in  the  human  wall* 
T*  avenge  or  share  their  comrades'  ftU, 

The  rearward  files  advance. 

**  The  dust  by  trampling  thoosands  plough'd, 
FVinging  the  battlers  heaving  doud. 

There  is  no  breeze  to  rend : 
But  through  the  gloom  each  varied  tone 
Of  slaughter's  voice— the  shout,  the  groan,— 
The  bugle's  blast,  the  charging  cheer,-— 
The  mutual  volley,  sharp  and  clear, — 
The  shock  of  steel,  the  shriek  of  fear,— 

In  one  mad  chorus  Uend !" 

When  the  English  opened  their  general  fire,  they  made 
terrible  havoc  among  the  French.  Almost  every  shot  took 
etkcL  The  French  fought  bravely,  but  their  ranks  were 
soon  thrown  into  disorder.  The  left  and  centre  of  the  French 
began  to  waver  and  give  way.  Wolfe  fell  as  he  was  pressing 
on  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  with  fixed  bayonets.  Monck- 
ton,  second  in  command,  soon  shared  the  same  fiite,  and  the 
conmiand  devolved  on  General  Townshend.  Montcalm  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  about  the  same  time,  while  fighting 
in  front  of  his  battalions ;  and  General  Senesergus,  the  second 
in  command,  also  fell.  The  British  grenadiers  still  pressed 
on  with  their  fixed  bayonets ;  General  Murray  by  a  brisk 
advance  broke  the  centre  of  the  French;  the  Highlanders 
drew  their  broadswords,  increasing  the  confusion  of  the  ene- 
my, while  Colonel  Howe,  who  had  stationed  two  companies 
behind  a  copse  on  the  left,  as  the  right  wing  of  the  French 
advanced  against  the  English,  rushed  from  his  ambush,  like 
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a  mountain  torrent  upon  the  flank  of  the  astonished  foe  and 
threw  them  into  the  utmost  confusion ;  and  having  lost  their 
first  and  second  in  command,  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
French  were  driven  fipom  the  field,  and  the  left  were  follow- 
ing, when  Bougainville  made  his  appearance  in  the  rear  with 
1500  men  who  had  been  detached  by  Montcalm  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  English  after  they  had  left  their  camp  at 
the  isle  of  Orleans.  Two  battalions  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  detached  to  meet  him,  but  he  faced  to  the  right 
about,  and  made  a  most  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  the  Eng- 
lish undisputed  masters  of  the  field. 

The  loss  of  the  French  fiir  exceeded  that  of  the  English : 
1000  were  killed,  and  1000  taken  prisoners.  Their  corps  of 
regulars  was  almcMt  entirely  destroyed.  The  loss  of  the 
English  in  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  600.  Quebec 
was  still  strongly  defended  by  its  fortificationSt,  and  might  be 
relieyed  by  Bougainville,  or  from  Montreal;  but  General 
Townshend  finishing  a  road  in  the  bank,  to  take  up  his  heavy 
artillery,  the  inhabitants  capitulated  in  five  days  after  the 
battle,  on  condition  that  during  the  war  they  might  still  enjoy 
their  ovm  civil  and  religious  rights.  Murray  was  left  with 
a  garrison  of  5000;  and  the  fleet  sailed  out  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  give  a  poetical  description  of 
this  great  enterprise,  from  the  pen  of  a  very  able  writer : 

Tlie  moQD  had  drawn  her  watchful  eye 

From  Ifontmoroncy's  ailrer  ware. 
And  in  their  radiant  homes  on  high, 
Impriflon*d  by  the  curtainM  sky, 

The  stars,  unseen,  their  splendour  gave 
And  wild  St  Lawrence*  waters  rotPd 

Bfbre  proudly  'neath  the  keels  that  bore 
(At  head  of  England's  chosen  bold) 

One  of  the  laurel-crownM  of  war. 
No  martial  notes  from  trump  or  horn 
Were  on  the  midnight  breezes  borne. 
When  with  his  &iry  fleet  of  war 
Sought  France*  dread  foe  her  hostile  shore ; 
No  bogle-blast  rang  through  the  air, 
Waved  not  St  George*s  banner  there — 
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But  Bwift  and  silent  as  the  gale 
JThat  sped  them,  that  flotilla  fiail 
Went  down  the  darkened  tide; 
WMie  on  the  kadiii^  prow,  with  efe 
That  told  of  hopes  and  projects  high. 
Stood  Wolfe,  in  lonely  pride. 

Onward  they  sped— no  sound  was  heard 

Throughout  that  brave,  devotod  band, 
Save  the  hstf-sigh'd,  hal^whisper'd  word 

That  told  their  daring  chiers  command. 
By  the  dark  wave's  phosphorent  beam. 

Who  saw  them  as  they  onward  flew. 
Had  thought  he  stood  by  Stygian  stream, 

And  saw  grim  Charon's  shadowy  crew. 

Nor  guaidless  was  Qnebec's  wide  coaed 
tUff  «^t  they  at  Iheir  fearful  poet, 

On  Abraham^s  dizzy  heights: 
Yet  was  that  shore  by  foemen  won. 
Nor  peal*d  there  ibrth  one  signal  gun, 

Nor  blazed  the  beaoon-lights. 

JBnvelop'd  in  night's  rayleas  pall, 
Frown'd  fearfully  the  towering  wall 
Of  Nature's  fortress  on  that  train ; 
That  wall,  that  fortress,  fiewn'd  in  vain : 
Onward  they  came,  as  comes  the  storm 

That  gathers  o'er  the  moontain's  head. 
When,  cloud  by  cloud,  its  forces  fiurm 

In  one  vast  volume,  dark  and  dread* 

The  sun,  when  last  his  evening  light 
Look'd  down  on  Abraham's  guarded  Might, 

Saw  only  an  unpeopled  plain. 
Where  by  his  silent  cannon  stood 
The  sentinel  in  gloomy  numd. 
And  firom  the  cliff's  bright  summit  view'd 

His  glowing  splendour  wane. 

The  sun  returning  found  not  there 

That  sentinel  at  his  guarded  post, 
But  saw,  beneath  the  colours  &ir 
That  floated  in  the  mountain  air. 

Old  England's  banner'd  host, 
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In  many  a  frowning  squadron  set. 
Whose  glittering  steel  and  bayonet. 
And  sheathless  swords,  and  armour  bright, 
FUudi'd  proudly  back  his  beams  of  light 

Then  o'er  the  morning  air  there  broke 
The  larum  cannon's  lengthened  roar; 

Then  spire  to  answering  turret  spoke, 

And  hush'd  Quebec  in  terror  woke. 
To  gird  her  for  the  coming  war. 

Blazed  then  her  beacon-ligfats  on  high. 

To  warn  Montcahn  his  foe  was  nigh ; 

Daah'd  through  her  streets,  with  lightning  speed. 

The  herald  on  his  foaming  steed ; 

And  'neath  the  bugle's  echoing  blast, 

From  camp  and  court,  fixm  hearth  and  hall. 
Came  plumed  ymrian  fierce  and  ftst, 

Responsive  to  its  raUying  call. 

Noon  came  not  ere  inoee  armies  met. 

Where  armies  ne'er  before  had  stood — 
On  plains  which,  unensuigumed  yet, 

Should  know  too  soon  the  hue  of  blood ; 
Whose  sleeping  echoes  soon  should  swell 

With  sounds  unecho'd  there  before. 
And  bear  o'er  many  a  distant  dell 
The  victor's  shout,  the  vanquiah'd's  knell. 
And  all  the  varied  tones  that  tell 

The  presence  of  the  demon  War. 

*«  Nature  sleeps  quiet  on  the  Verge 

Of  great  convulaioos" —  and  't  is  said 
A  deathrlike  silence  is  the  dirge 

That  wails  the  coming  earthquake's  dead 
Such  was  the  pause  on  Abraham's  height. 
While,  in  fheir  dread  array  of  might, 

They  wait  the  signal  to  advance; 
Then  rang  the  clarkm  wild  and  high, 
And  •«  Wolfe  and  England!"  rent  the  sky. 

And  •« Count  Mooteahn  for  France!" 

As  when,  by  counter-currents  driven. 
Fierce  storm-clouds  meet  athwart  the  heaven, 
And  mingle  into  one ; 
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While  frequent  fluhes  gild  the  air, 
And  the  load  thunder  rolls  a&r. 
So  was  the  fi^t  begun. 

Blase  followed  blase ;  roar  answered  roar ; 
And  from  St  Lawrence*  farthest  shore 

Responsive  echoes  rung ; 
Bounded  the  frighted  wilMeer  by, 
And  from  his  eyrie  lone  and  high 

The  startled  eagle  sprung. 

Nor  least  amid  the  varied  tones 

Of  charging  shouts  and  dying  groans, 

The  savage  war«whoop  rose : 
While  gliding  forms  like  sprites  were  seen. 
With  painted  &ce  and  earthless  mien* 

Mingling  with  England's  foes. 

And  who  is  he,  the  youth  whose  plume 

Waves  fhremost  in  the  ranks  of  death; 
Whose  swoid  is  shunned  as  surer  doom 

Than  waits  upon  the  Upas*  breath? 
From  FUik  to  rank,  from  post  to  post. 

Through  England's  lines  his  steed  is  spurr'd* 
And  where  the  battle  lages  most. 

Above  its  din  his  voice  is  heard. 

*TiB  Wolfe— nor  scatheless  has  he  psss'd 

Amid  the  death-wmg'd  baUs  that  fly 
like  hail  before  the  summer  blast : 
Alas!  not  all  could  pass  him  by. 
Wounded  and  worn,  he  still  commands- 
Still  urges  on  his  wavering  bands, 
And  shouts  through  their  thinn'd  ranks  the  cry, 
••  Charge  now  far  death  or  victory  /" 

Tlttf  chaiged— but  though  with  fearful  shock, 

*Twas  firmly  met  as  firmly  given ; 
So  meets  the  fix>wning  ocean  rock 

The  riving  thunderbolt  of  heaven. 
They  charged — but  when  the  wheeling  clouds 

Reveal  that  ibarffal  field  again, 
TIm  eye  that  seeks  amid  those  crowds 

Fqs  valiuit  Wolfe,  must  seek  in  vain. 

^le  centre  of  an  anxious  group, 
Supported  by  his  aids  apart, 
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Now  gndoally  hk  powen  droop, 

And  steals  the  life-blood  from  his  heart 
Still  doth  he  watch  with  dauntlen  eje 

The  wavering  fertunesof  the  field, 
Anzkiis  in  death  to  hear  the  cry 

Which  tells  him  that  the  foemen  yidd. 

That  cry  was  heard— «gain— again 
It  thundered  o'er  the  battle^lain : 

''For  Wolfe  and  England!"  rang  the  cry, 
While  fiuthful  echo  answer'd  still, 
From  rock  to  rock,  from  hill  to  hill ; 

So  wildly  rose  thoee  shouts  and  high, 
It  seemM  the  rery  vault  of  Heaven 
Had  been  by  acclaiming  voices  riven. 

New  life  a  moment  fill*d  his  frame. 

And  haply  o*er  his  q>irit  came 

Some  sonny  visions  of  his  &me,  ^ 

Gilding  the  doods  of  death ; 
Hiieye  unearthly  langoage  spoke. 
One  smile  on  his  pale  lips  awoke. 

And  with  his  Ming  breath, 
In  whisper'd  accents,  he  replied 
To  those  victorioas  shoats-Himl  iied  ! 

The  death  of  Wolfe  cast  a  gloom  over  the  brilliant  victory, 
and  his  fall  was  universally  and  deeply  regretted  in  England 
and  throu^out  the  colonies. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  battle»  he  was  wounded  in  the 
wrist  by  a  musket  ball ;  he  wrapped  his  handkerchief  round 
it,  continued  to  give  his  orders  with  his  usual  calmness  and 
perspicuity,  and  informed  the  soldiers  that  the  advanced 
parties,  on  the  front,  had  his  orders  to  retire,  and  that  they 
need  not  be  surprised  when  it  happened.  Soon  after,  b^ 
received  a  diot  in  the  groin,  which  he  concealed,  still  pressing 
onward.  Towards  the  end  of  the  battle,  which  had  lasted 
only  about  fifteen  minutes,  until  the  French  b^gan  to  give 
way,  Wolfe  received  a  new  wound  in  the  breast;  he  imme- 
diately retired  behind  the  rear  rank,  supported  by  a  grenadier, 
and  laid  himself  down  on  the  ground.  Soon  after,  a  shout 
was  heard,  and  some  of  the  officers  who  stood  by  him 
esclaimed,  «'  See  how  they  run  P'    The  dying  hero,  raising 
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his  head,  asked,  with  some  emotion,  "Who  runT"  "The 
enemy,"  replied  the  officer ;  "  they  give  way  everywhere." 
The  General  then  said,  "  Pray,  do  one  of  you  run  to  Colonel 
Burton,  and  tell  him  to  march  Webb's  regiment,  with  all 
speed,  down  to  Charles  river,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
fugitives  from  the  bridge.  Now,  God  be  praised,  I  shall  die 
happy !''  He  then  turned  on  his  side,  closed  his  eyes,  and 
expired. 

"  This  death,"  says  Professor  Silliman,  "  has  furnished  a 
grand  and  pathetic  subject  for  the  painter,  the  poet,  and  the 
historian,  and,  undoubtedly,  considered  as  a  specimen  of  tnere 
military  glory,  it  is  one  of  the  most  sublime  that  the  annals 
of  war  afford." 

The  death  of  Montcalm  was  equally  heroic.  Being  told 
that  his  wound  was  mortal,  and  that  he  could  survive  but  a 
few  hours,  he  replied,  "  So  much  the  better^;  I  shall  not  live 
to  see  the  surrender  of  Quebec." 

The  following  acco  tit  of  the  dangers  and  sufferings  of 
two  officers  of  the  English  army,  during  the  battle,  is  given 
by  Professor  Silliman. 

"  Captain  Ochterlony  and  Ensign  Peyton  belonged  to  the 
regiment  of  Brigadier-General  Monckton.  They  were  nearly 
of  an  age,  which  did  not  exceed  thirty.  Both  were  agreeable 
in  person,  and  were  connected  together  by  the  ties  of  mutual 
friendship  and  esteem.  On  the  day  that  preceded  the  battle, 
the  captain  had  fought  with  a  German  officer,  in  which, 
though  be  wounded  and  disarmed  his  antagonist,  yet  he  him- 
self received  a  dangerous  hurt  under  the  right  arm,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  his  friends  insisted  on  his  remaining  in 
camp  during  the  action  of  next  day ;  but  his  spirit  was  too 
great  to  comply  with  this  remonstrance.  He' declared  it 
should  never  be  said  that  a  scratch,  received  in  a  private 
rencontre^  had  prevented  him  from  doing  his  duty,  when  his 
country  required  his  service ;  and  he  took  the  field  with  a 
fosil  in  his  hand,  though  he  veas  hardly  able  to  carry  his 
arms.  In  leading  up  his  men  to  the  en^ny's  entrenchment, 
he  was  shot  through  the  lungs  with  a  musket-ball,  an  acci- 
dent which  obliged  him  to  part  with  his  fusil,  but  he  still 
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continued  advancing^  until,  by  loss  of  blood,  he  became  too 
weak  to  proceed  further.  About  the  same  time,  Mr.  Peyton 
was  lamed  by  a  shot,  which  shattered  the  small  bone  of  his 
left  leg.  The  soldiers,  in  their  retreat,  earnestly  begged,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  that  Captain  Ochterlony  would  allow  them 
to  carry  him  and  the  ensign  off  the  field.  But  he  was  so  big- 
oted to  a  severe  point  of  honour,  that  he  would  not  quit  the 
ground,  though  he  desired  they  would  take  care  of  his  ensiga 
Mr.  Peyton,  with  a  generous  disdain,  rejected  their  good 
offices,  declaring  that  he  would  not  leave  his  captain  in  such 
a  situation,  and,  in  a  little  tune»  they  remained  sole  survivors 
on  that  part  of  the  field. 

''  The  captain  sat  down  by  his  firiend,  and,  as  they  expected 
nothing  but  immediate  death,  they  took  leave  of  each  other; 
yet  they  were  not  altogether  abandoned  by  the  hope  of  being 
protected  as  prisoners ;  for  the  captain,  seeing  a  French  sol- 
dier, with  two  Indians,  approach,  started  up,  and  accosting 
them  in  the  French  language,  which  he  spoke  perfectly  well, 
expressed  his  expectation  that  they  would  treat  him  and  his 
companion  as  officers,  prisoners,  and  gentlemen. 

''  The  two  Indians  seemed  to  be  entirely  under  the  conduct 
of  the  Frenchman,  who,  coming  up  to  Mr.  Peyton  as  he  sat 
on  the  ground,  snatched  his4aced  hat  firom  his  head,  and  rob- 
bed the  captain  of  his  watch  and  money.  This  outrage  was 
a  signal  to  the  Indians  for  murder  and  pillage.  One  of  them, 
clubbing  his  firelock,  struck  at  him  behind,  with  a  view  to 
knock  him  down,  but  the  blow,  missing  his  head,  took  place 
upon  his  shoulders.  At  the  same  instant,  the  other  Indian 
poured  his  shot  into  the  breast  of  this  unfortunate  young 
gentleman,  who  cried  out :  ''  Oh !  Peyton  I  the  villain  has 
shot  me."  Not  yet  satiated  with  cruelty,  the  barbarian 
sprung  upon  him  and  stabbed  him  in  the  abdomen  with  his 
scalping-knife.  The  captain,  having  parted  with  his  fusil, 
had  no  weapon  for  his  defence,  as  none  of  the  officers  wore 
swords  in  the  action.  The  three  ruffians,  finding  him  still 
alive,  endeavoured  to  strangle  him  with  his  own  sash ;  and 
he  was  now  upon  his  knees,  struggling  against  them  vnth 
surprising  exertion.    Mr.  Peyton,  at  this  juncture,  having  a 


190  THE   ARMY   AND  NAVT.  [1759: 


double-barrelled  musket  in  his  hand^^and  seeing  the  distress 
of  his  friend,  fired  at  one  of  the  Indians,  who  dropped  dead 
on  the  spot.  The  other,  thinking  the  ensign  would  now  be 
an  easy  prey,  advanced  towards  him,  and  Mr.  Peyton,  hav- 
ing taken  good  aim,  at  the  distance  of  four  yards  discharged 
his  piece  a  second  time,  but  it  seemed  to  take  no  effect.  The 
savage  fired  in  his  turn  and  wounded  the  ensign  in  the  shoul* 
der ;  then  rushing  upon  him,  thruift  his  bayonet  through  his 
body ;  he  repeated  the  blow,  in  attempting  to  parry  which 
Mr.  Peyton  received  another  wound  in  his  left  hand ;  never- 
theless, he  seized  the  Indian's  musket  with  the  same  hand, 
pulled  him  forwards,  and  with  his  right  drawing  a  dagger 
which  hung  by  his  side,  plunged  it  in  the  barbarian's  side. 
A  violent  struggle  ensued ;  but  at  length  Mr.  Peyton  was  up- 
permost, and,  with  repeated  strokes  of  his  dagger,  killed  his 
antagonist.  Here  he  was  seized  with  an  unaccountable  emo- 
tion of  curiosity  to  know  whether  or  not  his  shot  had  taken 
effect  on  the  body  of  the  Indian ;  he  accordingly  turned  him 
up,  and  stripping  off  his  blanket,  perceived  that  the  ball  had 
penetrated  quite  through  the  cavity  of  the  breast.  Having 
thus  obtained  a  dear-bought  victory,  he  started  up  on  one 
leg,  and  saw  the  captain  standing  at  the  distance  of  sixty 
yards,  close  by  the  enemy's  breast-work,  with  the  French 
soldier  attending  him.  Mr.  Peyton  then  called  aloud,  *^  Cap- 
tain, I  am  glad  to  see  you  have  at  last  got  under  protection. 
Beware  of  that  villain,  who  is  more  barbarous  than  the  sav- 
ages. God  bless  you,  my  dear  Captain.  I  see  a  party  of 
Indians  ccHning  this  way,  and  expect  to  be  murdered  imme- 
diately." A  number  of  these  barbarians  had  for  some  time 
been  employed  on  the  left,  in  scalping  and  pillaging  the  dying 
and  the  dead  that  were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
above  thirty  of  them  were  in  ftiU  march  to  destroy  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. This  gentleman  knew  he  had  no  mercy  to  expect ;  for, 
should  his  life  be  spared  for  the  present,  they  would  have 
afterwards  insisted  upon  sacrificing  him  to  the  manes  of  their 
brethren  whom  he  had  slain ;  and  in  that  case  he  would  have 
been  put  to  death  by  the  most  excruciating  tortures;  Full 
of  this  idea,  he  snatched  up  his  musket,  and,  notwithstanding 
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his  broken  leg,  ran  above  forty  yards  without  halting ;  and 
feeling  himself  now  totally  disabled,  and  incapable  of  pro- 
ceeding one  step  further,  he  loaded  his  piece  ajid  presented 
it  at  the  two  foremost  Indians,  who  stood  aloof  waiting  to  be 
joined  by  their  fellows ;  while  the  French,  from  their  breast- 
works, kept  up  a  continual  fire  of  cannon  and  small-arms 
upon  this^jpoor,  solitary,  maimed  gentleman.  In  this  uncom- 
fortable situation  he  stood,  when  he  discerned,  at  a  distance, 
a  Highland  officer  with  a  party  of  his  men  skirting  the  plain 
towards  the  field  of  battle.  He  forthwith  waved  his  hand  as 
a  signal  of  distress,  and  being  perceived  by  the  officer,  he  de- 
tached three  of  his  men  to  his  assistance.  These  brave  fel- 
lows hastened  to  him  through  the  midst  of  a  terrible  fire,  and 
one  of  them  bore  him  off  on  his  shoulders.^  The  Highland 
officer  was  Captain  Macdonald,  of  Colonel  Frazer's  battalion ; 
who,  understanding  that  a  young  gentleman,  his  kinsman, 
had  dropped  on  the  field  of  battle,  had  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  party,  with  which  he  penetrated  to  the  middle  of 
the  field,  drove  a  considerable  number  of  the  French  and  In- 
dians before  him,  and  finding  his  relation  still  unscalped,  car- 
ried him  off  in  triumph. 

"  Poor  Captain  Ochterlony  was  conveyed  to  Quebec,  where, 
in  a  few  days,  he  died  of  his  wounds.  After  the  reduction 
of  that  place,  the  French  surgeons  who  attended  him  de- 
clared that,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  recovered  of  the 
two  shots  he  had  received  in  his  breast,  had  he  not  been 
mortally  wounded  in  the  abdomen  by  the  Indian's  scalping- 
knife.  J 

'^As  this  yery  remarkable  scene  was  acted  in  sight  of  both 
armies.  General  Townshend,  in  the  sequel,  expostulated  with 
the  French  officers  upon  the  inhumanity  of  keeping  up  such  a 
severe  fire  against  two  wounded  gentlemen,  who  were  disabled, 
and  destitute  of  all  hope  of  ej^caping.  They  answered,  *  that 
the  fire  was  not  made  by  the  regulars,  but  by  the  Canadians 
and  savages,  whom  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  discipline  to 
restrain.' " 

The  day  afler  the  engagement,  the  enemy  abandoned  Beau- 
fort, leaving  behind  them  about  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  and 
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three  mortars,  having  first  set  fire  to  all  their  floating  batteries« 
and  blown  up  their  magazines  of  powder  for  supplying  them 
and  the  troops  that  were  on  that  side. 

The  remains  of  the  French  army,  which  were  still  large» 
under  M.  de  Levi,  retired  to  Montreal.  At  first  he  had 
hoped  to  recover  Quebec,  by  a  coup-de-main,  during  the  win- 
ter;  but,  finding  the  outposts  too  well  secured,  and  the  gov- 
ernor very  vigilant,  he  postponed  the  enterprise  until  spring. 

The  English  resolved  to  folbw  up  their  victories ;  while 
the  French  were  determined,  if  possible,  to  retrieve  theu: 
lost  fortunes.  The  colonial  legislatures  voted  for  1760,  the 
same  number  of  men  they  had  fiirnished  this  year,  white 
M .  de  Levi  made  preparation  to  retake  Quebec  before  those 
forces  Gould  arrive.  In  April«  when  the  upper  part  q(  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  open,  he  descended  the  river,  under  the  convoy 
of  six  frigates ;  and,  after  a  march  of  ten  days,  arrived  with 
his  army  at  Point  au  Tremble,  within  a  few  miles  of  Quebec. 
The  garrison  of  General  Murray,  to  whom  the  care  of  main- 
taining the  English  conquest  had  been  intrusted,  instead  of 
5000,  could  now  muster  only  about  3000  men  fit  for  service. 
The  troops  had  been  thus  reduced  by  sickness,  arisipg  from 
an  extremely  cold  winter,  and  a  want  of  good  provisions. 

With  this  small  body,  he  resolved  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
the  field;  and,  on  the  28th  of  April,  he  marched  out  to  meet 
him,  when  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  Sillery,  about  three 
miles  above  the  city.  The  English,  after  losing  1000  men, 
finding  themselves  in  danger  of  being  outflanked  and  sur- 
rounded by  superior  numbers,  found  it  necessary  to  retreat  to 
Quebec.    The  French  loss  has  been  estimated  at  about  3000. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  French  opened  trenches 
before  the  town,  but  it  was  not  until  the  11th  of  May  that 
he  could  mount  his  batteries,  and  bring  his  guns  to  bear  upon 
the  fortifications.  In  the  meantime,  Murray  was  not  idle. 
By  the  most  indefatigable  exertions  he  had  completed  some 
outworks,  and  mounted  so  numerous  an  artillery  on  his  ram- 
parts, that  his  fire  far  exceeded  that  of  the  besiegers.  In  a 
few  days  a  British  fleet  appeared,  and  M.  de  Levi  raised  the 
siege  very  hastily,  and  retired  precipitately  to  MontreaL 
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Here,  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  Governor-General  of  Canada, 
had  fixed  his  head-quarters ;  and  here,  he  resolved  to  make  a 
last  and  a  desperate  effi>rt.  He  called  in  all  his  detachments, 
and  collected  in  this  plaoe  all  the  force  of  the  colony. 

The  English  were  resolved  to  annihilate  the  French  power 
in  Canada,  and  with  this  view,  Greneral  Amherst  prepared  to 
overwhelm  it  with  a  superiority  of  numbers.  The  armies 
from  Quebec,  from  lake  Ontario  and  lake  Champlain,  arrived, 
on  the  6th  and  7th  September,  before  Montreal.  The  French 
governor  perceiving  that  resistance  vrould  be  in  vain,  a  ca- 
pitulation was  immediately  signed;  and  Detroit,  Michili- 
mackinac — in  a  word,  all  New  France  soon  after  surrendered 
to  the  English.  The  French  troops  were  to  be  carried  home, 
and  the  Canadians  to  retain  their  civil  and  reli^^s  privileges. 

Thus  termmated  a  war,  during  which  the  most  unheard-of 
cruelties  had  been  perpetrated  by  the  savages,  mutually  ex- 
cited by  the  French  and  English  against  each  other.  The 
French  commenced  by  attempting  to  confine  the  English  to 
a  narrow  strip  of  country  along  the  Atlantic,  and  ended  with 
the  loss  of  what  was  then  their  only  important  territory  in 
North  America. 

In  1763,  a  definitive  treaty  was  signed  at  Paris,  and  soon 
after  ratified  by  the  Kings  of  England  and  France,  by  which 
all  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton,  with  all  the 
other  islands  in  the  gulf  and  river  St.  Lawrence,  were  ceded 
to  Great  Britain. 

While  the  troops  were  engaged  m  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
the  Cherokee  Indians,  a  powerfiil  tribe,  were  committing 
many  outrages  in  the  colonies  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina. 
General  Amherst  despatched  General  Montgomery  with  an 
army  of  1200  men  against  them.  He  proceeded  into  their 
country,  where  he  plundered  and  destroyed  their  villages  and 
magazines  of  com;  but  being  obliged  to  return.  Colonel 
Grant  was  sent  against  the  savages  with  an  army  of  near 
2600  men.  He  met  the  enemy,  and  after  a  severe  battle 
put  them  to  flight.  He  next  proceeded  to  bum  their  corn- 
fields, magazines,  villages,  &c.  The  chiefs  came  in,  and  a 
peace  was  concluded. 

25  E  "* 
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*  Again  the  towns  sspire ;  the  cultured  field 
And  crowded  mut  their  copiouB  tiewures  yield , 
Back  to  hM  pkmgh  the  colon  soldier  moves, 
And  songs  of  tnumph  fill  the  wsiWng  gioves; 
The  conscious  flock%  wtnmmg  jcq^s  that  shsie, 
Spread  through  thegrasBland  o'er  the  walks  of  war ; 
StreamSi  fireed  of  gore,  their  ciystal  course  regain, 
Serener  sunbeams  gild  the  tentless  plain ; 
A  general  jubilee,  o'er  earth  and  heayen, 
Leads  the  gay  mom  and  lights  the  lambent  even. 

Rejoicing,  confident  of  kng  repose, 
(Their  firiends  triumphant,  fiir  retired  their  fbes^) 
The  British  colonies  now  feel  their  sway. 
Span  the  whole  north  and  crowd  the  western  ^y. 
Acadia,  Canada,  eaitii's  total  aide, 
fVom  Slave's  kng  lake  to  PeMBoola's  tide, 
Sipaiidtiieirsaibfivtiwm;  and  here  nnftU 
A  range  of  hij^best  hope,  a  promised  age  of  gold" 
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PAKT    III. 


REVOLUTION, 


CHAPTER  I. 

Came  of  the  Rerofaitioiir-Stamp  Act— its  Efieet»— Gnnvitte's  Speeeb— Baire*e 
Reply— Chaaice  of  Mioietry— Effort  to  revoke  the  Stamp  Act— FranUin^a  Speech 
— Grenville'a  Reply— Pitt'a  Speech— revocation  of  the  Stamp  Act— Change  of 
Mmiatry— Dntiea  on  Tea,  &c.— Diatarhencea  in  the  Coloniea— Imprudent  Acta  of 
Parfiainent— Troopa  aent  to  Boetoor-Fight  between  Soldiera  and  CitiienB— Im- 
portation of  Tear-Ita  £«Mp(MMi^BoBton  Port-Bill— Meetinga  held  in  the  Coloniea 
— Congreea  meeta  at  Philadelphia— Their  Acta— What  conatitatea  a  State— Prepara- 
tiooa  for  War— Aaaiatanoe  of  the  Ladiea— Governor  fortifiea  Boatonr-Seisea  the 
Pofwder  at  Charleetown— People  fly  to  Arm»— Eidtement  in  the  other  Pioviiioia. 

**  What  heroes  firom  the  woodlaad  sprang, 
When  through  the  fresh  awakened  land 
Hie  thrilling  ciy  of  freedom  rang, 
And  to  the  work  of  war&re  strong 
Tlie  yeoman's  iron  hand!** 


-  the  blood  more  stirs 


To  Toose  a  Iton,  than  to  start  a  hare.** 

Ai/raomm  the  object  of  this  work  is,  more  particularly,  the 
description  of  VHiHike  operations,  than  the  proceedings  of 
legicdative  bodies,  yet,  the  rights  of  the  colonists,  and  of  man- 
kind generally,  were  so  ably  discussed  in  America  and  in 
England,  just  before,  and  during  the  revolution,  and  the  justice 
of  the  war  so  clearly  demonstrated  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  we  could  not  do  justice  to  our  subject  without 
entering  more  fully  into  their  detail  than  we  had  at  first  in- 
tended. 

Instead  of  giving  the  detached  ideas  of  many  individuals. 
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from  which  we  can  never  form  correct  opinions,  we  shall  give 
the  orations  of  a  few  of  those  illustrious  men,  of  both  coun* 
tries,  whose  minds  rose  higher  and  higher,  and  shone  with 
brighter  effulgence  as  the  fearful  political  storm  increased 
around  them. 

Taxation  or  no  taxation,  that  was  the  question — the  hinge 
upon  which  the  revolution  turned. 

After  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  the 
treaty  of  1763,  England,  encumbered  with  an  enormous  na- 
tional debt,  incurred  by  her  wars  in  the  Old  and  the  New 
World,  adopted  a  most  oppressive  policy  against  the  colonies. 
An  act  was  passed  in  Parliament,  S^ember  24,  1764,  the 
preamble  to  which  began  thus :  '<  Whereas,  it  is  just  and  ne- 
cessary that  a  rsMfitie  be  raised  in  America,  for  defirajring  the 
expenses  of  defending,  protecting,  and  securing  the  same,  we 
the  Commons,  &c.''  The  act  then  goes  on  to  lay  a  duty  on 
a  variety  of  articles,  The  colonists  justly  contended  that 
taxation  and  representation  were  inseparable,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  safe,  if  their  property  could  be  taken  from  them 
without  their  consent. 

The  following  year,  notwithstanding  the  memorials,  the 
remonstrances,  the  petitions,  and  resolutions  of  the  Ameri- 
can provinces,  the  famous  $tamp  act  passed  both  houses  of 
Parliament.  By  this  it  was  ordained  that  instruments  oS 
writing,  such  as  deeds,  bonds,  notes,  dc4$,  among  the  colonies, 
should  be  null  and  void,  unless  executed  on  ttamped  paper, 
for  which  a  high  duty  should  be  paid  to  the  crown.  To 
make  this  act  still  more  odious,  if  possible,  the  stamp  duties 
were  to  be  paid  in  specie;  of  which,  said  Benjamin  Franklin, 
there  was  not  enough,  in  all  the  colonies,  to  pay  them,  even 
for  one  year.  Another  pitrvisi(Mi  in  this  act  was,  that  those 
chai)ged  with  a  violation  of  the  revenue  Iaw«  might  be  prose- 
cuted in  the  coitrts  of  admiralty,  thus  depriving  them  of  a 
trial  by  jury,  and  exposing  them  to  the  rapacity  of  a  skigk 
officer  of  the  crown,  wlum  salary  jnvceeded  from  the  verff  for- 
fmiwrt$dfeteeibykim$dfU 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  being  in  session  when  the  mems 
of  the  act  was  received,  iounsdiately  passed  resokittons 
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against  it.  The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  recommended 
a  coogresa  o{  deputies  firom  the  colonies,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  best  means  of  opposing  this  preposterous  system  of  taxa- 
tion. They  met  at  New  York,  drew  up  a  declaration  of  [ 
rights  and  grievances  of  the  colonies ;  and  voted  a  petition  to 
the  king.  The  greatest  excitement  prevailed  among  the 
people.  In  one  of  the  societies  they  ferraed,  the  members 
bound  tbnnsehres  to  march,  at  their  own  expense,  to  any  part 
of  the  continent,  Ibr  the  single  purpose  of  {n-eventing  tiie  ex- 
ecution of  the  sUmp  act. 

Qd  the  5th  of  Octc^r,  the  ships  which  t»rought  the  stamps, 
appeared  in  sight  of  Philadelphia;  whereupon  all  the  vessels 
in  the  harbour  hoisted  their  colours  half-sti^  high :  the  bells 
were  muiBed,  and  tolled  during  the  remainder  i>(  the  day, 
and  aU  seeosed  to  dmote  great  mourning  over  a  national 
calamity. 

On  the  1st  of  Novemberv  when  the  stamp  act  came  into 
operation,  the  day  was  ushered  in  by  a  tolling  of  the  bells  in 
Boston  and  in  Postsmouth.  In  the  latter  place,  a  coffin,  in- 
scribed with  the  word  Idhertjf,  was  carried  to  the  grave. 
Minute-guns  were  fired  during  the  movements  of  the  funeral 
procession,  and  at  the  grave  an  oration  was  otkreA  in  favour 
oi  the  deceased.  SuDular  feelings  were  manifested  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Riols  broke  out  in  the  principal  cities ; 
officers  were  threatened,and  some  had  their  houses  dmiolished, 
and  their  furniture  destroyed.  **  The  courts  of  justice  were 
closed ;  the  ports  were  shut ;  even  marriages  were  no  longer 
celebrated;  and,  in  a  word,  an  absolute  stagnation  in  all  the 
relaticms  of  social  life  was  established." 

When  great  outrages  are  committed  upon  a  spirited  people ; 
when  attempts  ase  made  to  deprive  them  of  their  rights,  timr 
indignation  becomes  terrible,  and  many  become  extr^nely 
violent,  so  as  often  to  injure  for  a  time  the  most  noble  cause. 
Their  more  prudent  brethren,  or  their  own  reflections,  when 
the  first  impulse  is  over,  generally,  however,  bring  them  within 
due  bounds,  to  make  a  reasonable  and  judicious  opposition  to 
their  opi»essors. 

The  King's  ministers,  who,  pending  this  bill,  had  bem  de- 
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claiming  vehementiy  against  the  opposition  of  the  cotonists, 
had  proved  nothing  but  their  own  bigotry  and  blind  zeal  for 
the  King,  and  their  entire  destitution  of  a  sense  of  political 
truth  and  justice^  relative  to  this  great  question.  Mr.  Charles 
Townsend,  in  the  conclusion  of  a  speech  on  this  measure  of 
George  Grenville's,  exclaimed, 

**  These  Americans,  our  own  children,  planted  by  our  cares, 
nourished  by  our  indulgence,  protected  by  our  arms,  until 
they  are  grown  to  a  good  degree  of  strength  and  opulence ; 
will  they  now  turn  their  backs  upon  us,  and  grudge  to  con- 
tribute their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the  heavy  load  which 
overwhelms  us?" 

Colonel  Barre  caught  the  words,  and  with  the  true  spirit 
of  a  soldier,  said : 

** Planted  by  your  caresi  No!  your  oppression  planted 
them  in  America ;  they  fled  from  your  tyranny  into  a  then 
uncultivated  land,  where  they  were  exposed  to  almost  all  the 
hardships  to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  and  among  others, 
to  the  savage  cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the  country;  a  people 
the  most  subtle,  and,  I  take  upon  me  to  say,  the  most  truly 
terrible  of  any  people  that  ever  inhabited  any  part  of  Gk>d*s 
earth ;  and  yet,  actuated  by  principles  of  true  English  liberty, 
they  met  all  these  hardships  with  pleasure,  compared  with 
those  they  suflfered  in  their  own  country,  fit>m  the  hands  of 
those  that  should  have  been  their  friends. 

"  They  nourished  by  your  indulgence  ?  They  grew  by  your 
neglect ;  as  soon  as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that  care 
was  exercised  in  sending  persons  to  rule  over  them,  in  one 
department  and  another,  who  were,  perhaps,  the  deputies  ^ 
some  members  of  this  house,  sent  to  spy  out  their  liberty,  to 
misrepresent  their  actions,  and  to  prey  upon  them;  men, 
whose  behaviour,  on  many  occasions,  had  caused  the  blood 
of  these  sons  of  liberty  to  recoil  within  them;  men,  pro- 
moted to  the  highest  seats  of  justice,  some  of  whom,  to  my 
knowledgef  were  glad,  by  going  to  foreign  countries,  to  escape 
the  vengeance  of  the  laws  in  their  own. 

'*  They  protected  by  your  arms  ?  They  have  nobly  taken  up 
arms  in  your  defence,  have  exerted  their  valour  amidst  their 
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constant  and  laborious  industry ,  for  the  defence  of  a  country, 
whose  frontiers,  while  drenched  in  blood,  its  interior  parts 
have  yielded,  for  your  enlargements,  the  little  savings  of  their 
frugality  and  the  fruits  of  their  toils.  And  believe  me,  re- 
member I  this. day  told  you  to,  that  the  same  spirit  which 
actuated  that  people  at  first,  will  continue  with  them  still ; 
but  prudence  forbids  me  to  explain  myself  any  further.  God 
knows  I  do  not,  at  this  time,  speak  from  motives  of  party 
beat ;  what  I  assert  proceeds  from  the  sentiments  of  the  heart. 
However  superior  to  me  in  general  knowledge  and  experience 
any  one  here  may  be,  yet  I  claim  to  know  more  of  America, 
having  seen  and  been  more  conversant  in  that  country.  The 
people  there  are  as  truly  loyal  as  any  subjects  the  king  has ; 
but  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who  will  vindi- 
cate them  if  they  should  be  violated.  But  the  subject  is  deli- 
cate; I  will  say  no  more.'' 

While  the  colonel  delivered  this  extemporaneous  discourse, 
the  whole  house,  petrified  \wth  surprise,  stared  at  him  as 
though  he  had  been  a  messenger  from  another  sphere. 

On  the  very  night  the  stamp  act  was  passed.  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  was  then  in  London,  wrote  to  Charles  Thompson,  after- 
wards Secretary  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  "  The  sun  of 
liberty  is  set ;  the  Americans  mtist  light  the  lamps  of  industry 
and  economy.*'  To  which  Mr.  Thompson  answered;  *' Be 
assured  we  shall  light  torches  of  quite  another  sort.'' 

The  determined  and  universal  opposition  to  the  stamp  act 
in  America,  soon  convinced  Parliament  that  it  must  either 
be  enforced  or  repealed.  The  King,  either  alarmed  or  not 
quite  tyrant  enough  yet  to  resort  to  force,  changed  his  min- 
isters, and  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  a  man  of  great 
vigour  and  genius  and  of  a  sincere  character,  was  appointed 
^First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  place  of  Grenville. 

The  year  1765  approaching  its  conclusion,  the  parliament 
was  convoked.  But  meeting  again  in  January  1766,  the 
new  ministers,  passionately  desirous  of  obtaining  a  revoca- 
tion of  the  stamp  act,  made  every  exertion  to  accompHsh 
this  great  object. 

In  addition  to  their  numerous  preparatives,  they  resolved 
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to  employ  Benjamin  Franklin,  whose  great  reputation,  the 
candour  of  his  character,  the  services  rendered  to  his  coun- 
try and  the  world,  would  give  his  opinions  great  weight. 
The  galleries  were  crowded  to  hear  him  speak  on  this  en- 
grossing subject.  He  was  interrogated,  during  the  debates, 
in  the  presence  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  answered 
with  gravity  and  perfect  composure. 

"Hie  Americans,"  said  he,  "already  pay  taxes  on  all 
estates,  real  and  personal ;  a  poll  tax ;  a  tax  on  all  offices, 
professions,  trades,  and  businesses,  according  to  their  profits ; 
an  excise  on  all  wine,  rum,  and  other  spirits ;  and  a  duty  of 
ten  pounds  per  head  on  all  negroes  imported;  with  some 
other  duties.  The  assessments  upon  real  and  personal  estates 
amoimt  to  eighteen  pence  in  the  pound ;  and  those  upon  the 
profits  of  employment,  to  half  a  crown.  The  colonies  could 
not  in  any  way  pay  the  stamp  duty ;  there  is  not  gdtd  and 
silver  enough  in  all  the  colonies  to  pay  the  stamp  duty  even 
for  one  year.  The  Germans  [and  Swiss]  who  inhabit  Penn- 
sylvania [and  who  converted  Penn's  woods  into  a  garden]  are 
more  dissatisfied  with  this  duty  than  the  native  colonists 
themselves.  The  Americans,  since  the  new  laws,  have  abated 
much  of  their  affection  for  Great  Britain,  and  of  their  respect 
for  parliament.  There  exists  a  great  difference  between  in- 
ternal and  external  duties ;  duties  laid  on  commodities  im- 
ported have  no  other  effect  than  to  raise  the  price  of  these 
articles  in  the  American  market ;  they  make,  in  fact,  a  part 
of  this  price ;  but  it  is  optional  with  the  people  either  to  buy 
them  or  not,  and  consequently  to  pay  the  duty  or  not.  But 
an  internal  tax  is  forced  from  the  people  without  their  own 
consent,  if  not  laid  by  their  own  representatives.  The  stamp 
act  says,  we  shall  have  no  commerce,  make  no  exchange  of 
property  with  each  other,  neither  purchase,  nor  grant,  nor 
recover  debts,  we  shall  neither  marry,  nor  make  our  wills, 
unless  we  pay  such  and  such  sums ;  and  thus  it  is  intended 
to  extort  our  money  from  us,  or  ruin  us  by  the  consequences 
of  refusing  to  pay  it.  The  American  colonists  could,  in  a 
short  time,  find  in  their  own  manufactures  the  means  of  suf- 
ficing to  themselves.    The  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  would 
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restore  tranquillity,  and  things  would  resume  their  prisrtine 
course.'* 

This  speech  was  a  powerful  support  to  the  new  ministers ; 
but  the  advocates  of  the  unjust  law  collected  all  their  strength 
to  oppose  its  repeal.  After  a  long  and  warm  debate,  and 
when  the  period  of  a  decision  was  drawing  near,  George 
Grenville,  who,  when  prime  minister,  had  first  proposed  the 
stamp  act  in  parliament,  arose  and  spoke  as  follows : 

"  If  I  could  persuade  myself  that  the  pride  of  opinion,  the 
spirit  of  party,  or  the  affection  which  man  usually  bears  to 
things  done  by  himself,  had  so  fascinated  my  intellectual 
sight  and  biassed  the  faculties  of  my  mind,  as  to  deprive  me 
of  all  power  to  see  and  distinguish  that  which  is  manifest,  I 
certainly,  on  this  occasion,  should  have  entrenched  myself  in 
silence,  and  thus  displayed,  if  not  my  zeal  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, at  least  my  prudence  and  discretion.  But,  as  tha  affair 
now  before  us  has  been  the  subject  of  my  most  attentive  con- 
sideration, and  of  my  most  deliberate  reflection,  at  the  period 
when  the  general  tranquillity  was  uninterrupted  by  scanda- 
lous excesses ;  and  as  from  a  contingency  for  which  I  claim 
no  merit,  it  appears  that  to  my  honour  and  reputation  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom  are  attached,  my  prudence 
might  be  reputed  coldness,  and  my  discretion  a  base  de- 
sertion. 

"But  where  is  the  public,  where  is  the  private  man,  what- 
ever may  be  his  moderation,  who  is  not  roused  at  the  present 
dangers  which  so  inmiinently  threaten  the  safety  of  our 
country?  Who  does  not  put  forth  all  his  strength  to  avert 
them?  And  who  can  help  indulging  the  most  sinister  anti- 
cipation, in  contemplating  the  new  counsels  and  fatal  inac- 
tivity of  the  present  servants  of  the  crown  7  A  solenm  law 
has  been  enacted  in  parliament,  already  a  year  since.  It 
was,  and  still  is,  the  duty  of  ministers  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  constitution  declares,  that  to  suspend  a  law,  or  the  exe- 
cution of  a  law,  by  royal  authority,  and  without  consent  of 
parliament,  is  felony ;  in  defiance  of  which,  this  law  has  been 
suspended — has  been  openly  resisted — ^but  did  I  say  resisted  ? 

Your  delegates  are  insulted,  their  houses  are  pillaged ;  even 
_ 
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their  persons  are  not  secure  firom  violence ;  and^  as  if  to  pro- 
voke your  patience,  you  are  mocked  and  braved  under  the 
mouths  of  your  artillery.  Your  ears  are  assailed  from  every 
quarter  with  protestations  that  obedience  cannot,  shall  not, 
ought  not  to  be  rendered  to  your  decrees.  Perhaps  other 
ministers,  more  old-fashioned,  would  have  thought  it  their 
duty,  in  such  a  case,  to  lend  the  law  the  aid  of  force ;  thus 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  authority  of 
your  deliberations.  But  those  young  gentlemen  who  sit  on 
the  opposite  benches,  and  no  one  knows  how,  look  upon  these 
principles  as  the  antiquated  maxims  of  our  simple  ancestors, 
and  disdain  to  honour  with  their  attention  mere  acts  of  riot, 
sedition,  and  open  resistance.  With  a  patience  truly  exem- 
plary, they  reconunend  to  the  governors  lenity  and  modera- 
tion ;  they  grant  them  permission  to  call  in  the  aid  of  three 
or  four  soldiers  from  General  Gage,  and  as  many  cock-boats 
from  Lord  Colvil ;  they  commend  them  for  not  having  em- 
ployed, to  carry  the  law  into  effect,  the  means  which  had 
been  placed  in  their  hands.  Be  prepared  to  see  that  the  Se- 
ditious are  in  the  right,  and  that  we  only  are  in  fault ;  such, 
assuredly,  is  the  opinion  of  the  ministers.  And  who  could 
doubt  it  T  They  have  declai^d  themselves,  they  incessantly 
repeat  it  in  your  presence.  It  is  but  too  apparent  that,  much 
against  their  will,  they  have  at  length  laid  before  you  the 
disorders  and  audacious  enormities  of  the  Americans;  for 
they  began  in  July,  and  now  we  are  in  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary ;  lately,  they  were  only  occurrencea — ^they  are  now  grown 
to  disturbances,  tumults  and  riots.  I  doubt  they  border  on 
open  rebellion ;  and  if  the  doctrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be 
confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lose  that  name,  to  take  that  of 
revolution.  May  Heaven  bless  the  admirable  resignation  of 
our  ministers ;  but  I  much  fear  we  shall  gather  no  fruits  from 
it  of  an  agreeable  relish.  Occasion  is  fleeting,  the  danger  is 
urgent ;  and  this  undisciplinable  people,  the  amiable  object 
of  their  fond  solicitude,  of  their  tender  care,  are  forming 
leagues,  are  weaving  conspiracies,  are  preparing  to  resist  the 
orders  of  the  king  and  of  the  parliament.  Continue  then,  ye 
men  of  long  suffering,  to  march  in  the  way  you  have  chosen ; 
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ewea  repeal  the  law ;  aod  see  bow  many  agents  you  will  find 
xeakms  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  in  executing  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  in  augmenting  the  revenues  and  diminishing 
the  burth^Ds  of  your  people ;  see,  also,  how  many  ministers 
you  will  find,  who,  for  the  public  service^  will  oppose  a  noble 
and  invincible  firmness  against  the  cabals  of  malignity, 
against  the  powerful  combination  of  all  private  interests, 
against  the  clamours  of  the  multitude,  and  the  perversity  of 
faction.  In  a  word,  if  you  would  shiver  all  the  springs  of 
government,  repeal  the  law. 

''I  hear  it  asserted,  from  every  quarter,  by  these  defenders 
oi  the  cotonists,  that  they  cannot  be  taxed  by  authority  of 
Pariiament,  because  they  are  not  there  represented.  But  if 
so^  why,  and  by  what  authority,  do  you  legislate  for  them  at 
all  ?  If  they  are  represented,  they  ought  to  obey  all  laws  of 
Parliament,  whatsoever,  whether  of  the  nature  of  taxes,  or 
any  other,  whatever.  If  they  are  not,  they  ought  neither  to 
submit  to  tax  laws,  nor  to  any  other.  And  if  you  believe  the 
colonists  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  by  authority  of  Parliament, 
firom  defect  of  representation,  how  will  you  maintain  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom,  no  better 
represented  than  the  colonists,.ought  to  submit  to  your  taxa- 
tion t  The  Americans  have  taken  a  hostile  attitude  towards 
the  mother  country,  and  you  would  not  only  forgive  their 
errors,  dissemble  their  outrages,  remit  the  punishment  due, 
but  surrender  at  discretion,  and  acknowledge  their  victory 
complete !  Is  this  preventing  popular  commotions  7  Is  this 
repressing  tumults  and  rebellion  T  Is  it  not  rather  to  foment 
them,  to  encourage  them  to  supply  fresh  fuel  to  the  canflagra- 
tion  t  Let  any  man,  not  blinded  by  the  spirit  of  party,  judge 
and  pronounce.  I  would  freely  listen  to  the  counsels  of  clem- 
ency, I  would  even  consent  to  the  abrogation  of  the  law,  if 
the  Americans  had  requested  it  in  a  decent  mode;[!]  but 
their  modes  are  putrages,  derision,  and  the  ways  of  force ; 
pillage,  plunder,  arms,  iMid  open  resistance  to  the  will  of  gov- 
ernment. It  is  a  thing  truly  inadmissible,  and  altogether 
new,  that,  at  any  moment,  whenever  the  fancy  may  take 
them,  or  the  name  of  a  law  shall  happen  to  displease  them, 
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these  men  sbauld  at  once  set  about  starving  our  manufectttrers, 
and  refuse  to  pay  what  they  owe  to  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain.  The  officers  of  the  crown,  in  America,  have  repeat- 
edly sdicited,  and  earnestly  entreated,  the  ministers  to  fur- 
nish them  witlf  proper  means  to  carry  the  law  into  eflfect; 
but  the  latter  have  disregarded  their  instances ;  and,  by  this 
negligence,  the  American  tumults  have  taken  the  alarming 
character  we  see.  And  shall  we  now  sufier  the  ministers  to 
come  and  allege  the  effects  of  their  own  neglect,  to  induce  us 
to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  this  kingdom,  the  majesty, 
the  power,  and  even  the  reputation  of  the  government,  to  an 
evil,  overgrown  indeed,  but  not  past  cure,  the  monent  a  suit- 
able resolution  is  demonstrated  to  bring  this  infieituated  mul- 
titude to  a  sense  of  duty  ?  But  again,  if  the  colonists  are 
exempted,  by  their  constitutions,  from  parliamentary  taxes, 
as  levies  of  seamen  have  been  either  prohibited  or  restricted 
in  America,  by  different  acts  o£  Parliament,  it  follows,  of 
necessity,  that  they  are  not  bound  eithar  to  furnish  men  for 
the  defence  of  the  common  country,  or  money  to  pay  them ; 
and  that  England,  alone,  must  support  the  burthen  ot  the 
maintenance  and  protection  of  these,  her  ungrateful  children. 
If  such  a  partiality  should  be  established,  it  must  be  at  the 
hazard  of  depopulating  this  kingdom,  and  of  dissolving  that 
cnriginal  compact  upon  which  all  human  societies  repose. 

*<  But  I  hear  these  subtle  doctors  attempting  to  inculcate  a 
fantastical  distinction  between  external  and  internal  taxes, 
as  if  they  were  not  the  same  as  to  the  efl^t — that  of  takwg 
money  from  the  subjects  for  the  puUic  service.  Wherefore, 
then,  these  new  counsels  ?  When  I  proposed  to  tax  America, 
I  asked  the  house  if  any  gentleman  would  object  to  the  right  ? 
I  repeatedly  asked  it ;  and  no  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it. 
And  tell  roe  when  the  Americans  were  emancipated.  When 
they  want  the  protecticxi  o(  this  kingdom,  they  are  always 
very  ready  to  ask  it.  This  protection  h^  always  been  af- 
forded them  in  the  most  full  and  ample  manner ;  and  now 
they  refuse  to  contribute  their  mite  towards  the  public  ex- 
penses. For,  let  not  gentloonen  deceive  themselves  with 
regard  to  the  rigour  of  the  tax ;  it  would  not  suffice  even  for 
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the  necessaiy  expenses  of  the  troops  stationed  in  America; 
but  a  peppercorn  in  acknowledgment  of  the  right,  is  of  more 
▼alue  than  millions  without.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the 
siightnass  of  the  tax*  and  the  urgency  of  our  situation,  the 
Americans  grow  sullen,  and  instead  of  concurring  in  expenses 
arising  from  themselves,  they  renounce  ^our  authority,  insult 
your  officers,  and  break  out,  I  might  almost  say,  into  open 
rebellion. 

"  There  has  been  a  time  when  they  would  not  have  pro- 
ceeded thus;  but  they  are  now  supported  by  ministers  more 
American  than  English.  Already,  by  the  artifice  of  these 
young  gentleman,  inflammatory  petitions  are  handed  about 
against  us,  and  in  their  favour.  Even  within  this  house, 
even  in  this  sanctuary  of  the  laws,  sedition  has  found  its  de- 
fenders. Resistance  to  the  laws  is  applauded,  obstinacy 
encouraged,^  disobedience  extolled,  rebellion  pronounced  a 
virtue !  Oh,  more  than  juvenile  imprudence  I  Oh,  blind  am- 
bition of  the  human  mind !  But  you  give  a  fatal  example ; 
you  will  soon  have  am^e  cause  to  repent  your  own  work. 

"And  tbou,  ungrateful  people  of  America,  is  this  the  return 
for  the  cares  and  fondness  of  thy  ancient  mother  ?  [A  step- 
mother, I  presnioe  I]  When  I  had  the  honour  of  serviog  the 
crown,  while  you  yourselves  were  loaded  with  an  enormous 
debt,  you  have  given  bounties  on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron, 
their  hemp,  and  many  other  articles.  You  have  relaxed,  in 
their  favour,  the  act  of  navigation,  that  palladium  of  the 
British  coounerce ;  and  yet  I  have  been  abused,  in  all  the 
public  papers,  as  an  ^lemy  to  the  trade  cf  America.  I  have 
been  charged  with  giving  orders  and  instructions  to  prevent 
the  Spanish  trade.  I  discouraged  no  trade  but  what  was 
illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  act  of  Parliament. 

"  But  it  is  meant  first  to  calumniate  the  man,  and  then  de- 
stroy his  work.  Of  myself,  I  wiU  speak  no  more ;  and  the 
substance  of  my  decided  opinion  upon  the.  subject  of  our  de- 
bates is  briefly  this :  let  the  stamp  act  be  maintained ;  and 
let  the  governors  of  the  American  provinces  be  provided  vrith 
sttitaUe  means  to  repress  diserders,  and  carry  the  law  into 
complete  efltet." 
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Thus  spoke  the  advocates  of  royal  power  in  opposition- to 
the  people's  rights;  esteeming  extortion  and  oppression  as 
fundamental  maxims  of  just  government;  regarding  the 
honest  indignation  of  an  injured  people  as  the  ebullition  of 
an  *'  infatuated  multitude/'  and  ridiculing  the  dawn  of  free- 
dom, that  immortal  spirit  of  light  and  truth,  that  with  a 
mighty  blaze  soon  burst  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
landi  and  which  is  destined  to  liberate  a  world  from  the 
thraldom  of  ages. 

No  sooner  bad  Mr.  Grenville  taken  bis  seat  than  Mr.  Pitt, 
venerable  for  his  age  and  for  the  many  services  rendered  to 
his  country,  the  invariable  friend  of  liberty  and  equal  rights, 
rose  and  replied  to  bis  sophistry. 

"  I  know  not  whether  I  ought  most  to  rejoice,  that  the 
infirmities  which  have  been  wasting,  for  so  long  a  time,  a 
body  already  bowed  by  the  wei^t  of  years,  of  late  suspend- 
ing their  ordinary  violence,  should  have  allowed  me,  this  day, 
to  behold  these  walls  and  to  discuss,  in  the  presence  of  this 
august  assembly,  a  subject  of  such  high  importance,  and 
which  so  nearly  concerns  the  safety  of  our  country ;  or  to 
grieve  at  the  rigour  of  destiny,  in  contem|dating  this  country, 
which,  within  a  few  years,  bad  arrived  at  steb  a  pinnacle  of 
splendour  and  majesty,  and  become  formidable  to  the  uni- 
verse from  the  immensity  of  its  power,  now  wasted  by  an 
intestine  evil,  a  i»^y  to  civil  discords,  and  madly  hastening 
to  the  brink  of  the  abyss,  into  which  the  united  force  of  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  struggled  in  vain  to  plunge 
it.  Would  to  heaven  that  my  health  had  permitted  my 
attendance  here,  when  it  was  first  proposed  to  tax  America ! 
If  my  feeble  voice  should  not  have  been  able  to  avert  the  tor- 
rent of  calamities  which  has  fallen  upon  us,  and  the  tempest 
which  threatens  us,  at  least  my  testimony  would  have  attested 
that  I  had  no  part  in  them. 

''  It  is  now  an  act  that  has  passed ;  I  would  speak  with 
decency  of  every  act  of  this  house,  but  I  must  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  house  to  speak  of  it  with  freedom.  Assuredly, 
a  more  imp(Mrtant  subject  never  engaged  your  attention,  that 
subject  only  excepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the 
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question  whether  you  yourselves  were  to  be  bond  or  free. 
Those  who  have  spoken  before  toe  with  so  much  vehemence, 
would  maintain  the  act  because  our  honour  demands  it.  If 
gentlemen  consider  the  subject  in  that  lights  they  leave  all 
measures  of  right  and  wrong  to  follow  a  delusion  that  may 
lead  to  destruction.  But  can  the  point  of  honour  stand  op- 
posed against  justice,  against  reason,  against  right  ?  Wherein 
can  honour  better  consist  than  in  doing  reasonable  things  7 
It  is  my  opinion  that  England  has  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies. 
At  the  same  time,  I  assert  the  authority  of  this  kingdom  over 
the  colonies  to  be  sovereign  and  supreme,  in  every  circum- 
stance of  government  and  legislation  whatsoever.  The  colo- 
nists are  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  with 
yourselves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  pe- 
culiar privileges  of  Englishmen;  equally  bound  by  its  laws, 
and  equally  participating  of  the  constitution  of  this  free 
country.  The  Americans  are  the  sons,  not  the  bastards,  of 
England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  legislative 
power.  The  taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of  the 
commons  alone.  In  legislation,  the  three  estates  of  the  realm 
are  alike  concerned ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  peers  and 
the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  necessary  to  close  with  the  form 
of  a  law:  the  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  commons  alone ;  now 
this  bouse  represents  the  commons,  as  they  virtually  repre- 
sent the  rest  of  the  inhabitants ;  when,  therefore,  in  this 
house,  we  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant  what  is  our 
own.  But  in  an  American  tax,  what  do  we  doT  We,  your 
majesty's  commons  of  Great  Britain,  give  and  grant  to  your 
majesty,  what?  Our  own  property?  No.  We  ^ve  and 
grant  to  your  majesty  the  prdl)erty  of  your  commons  of 
America.  It  is  an  absurdity  in  terms.  It  was  just  now 
affirmed,  that  no  difference  exists  between  internal  and  exter- 
nal taxes,  and  that  taxation  is  an  essential  part  of  legislation. 
Are  not  the  crown  and  the  peers  equally  legislative  powers 
with  the  commons  t  If  taxation  be  a  part  of  simple  legisla- 
tion, the  crown,  the  peers,  have  rights  in  taxation  as  well  as 
yourselves ;  rights  which  they  will  claim,  which  they  will 
exercise,  whenever  the  principle  can  be  supported  by  power. 
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**  There  is  an  idea  in  some,  that  the  Americans  are  vir- 
tually represented  in  this  house ;  but  I  would  fain  know  by 
what  province,  county,  city,  or  borough,  they  are  represented 
here  ?  No  doubt  by  some  province,  county,  city,  or  borough, 
never  seen  or  known  by  them  or  their  ancestors,  and  which 
they  never  will  see  or  know. 

*'  The  commons  of  America,  represented  in  the  several  as- 
semblies, have  ever  been  in  possession  of  the  exercise  of  this, 
their  constitutional  right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
money.  They  would  have  been  slaves  if  they  had  not  en- 
joyed it. 

**  I  come  not  here  armed  at  all  points  with  law-cases,  and 
acts  of  parliament,  with  the  statute  book  doubled  down  in 
dog's  eais,  as  my  valiant  adversary  has  done.  But  I  know, 
at  least,  if  we  are  to  take  examples  from  ancient  facts,  that, 
even  under  the  most  arbitrary  reigns,  Parliaments  were  ashamed 
of  taxing  a  people  without  their  consent,  and  allowed  them 
representatives ;  and  in  our  own  times,  even  those  who  send  no 
members  to  Parliament,  are  all,  at  least,  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain.  Many  have  it  in  their  option  to  be  actually  repre- 
sented. They  have  connections  with  those  that  elect,  and 
they  have  influence  over  them.  Would  to  Heaven  that  all 
were  better  represented  than  they  are !  It  is  the  vice  of  our 
constitution ;  perhaps  the  day  will  arrive,  and  I  rejoice  in  the 
hope,  when  the  mode  of  representation,  this  essential  part  of 
our  civil  organization,  and  principal  safeguard  of  our  liberty, 
will  be  carried  to  that  perfection,  which  every  good  English- 
man must  desire. 

'^  It  has  been  asked,  When  were  the  Americans  emanci- 
pated ?    But  I  desire  to  know  when  they  were  made  slaves  ? 

"  It  is  said,  that  in  this  house  the  signal  of  resistance  has 
been  given,  that  the  standard  of  rebellion  has  been  erected ; 
and  thus  it  is  attempted  to  stigmatize  the  fairest  prerogative 
of  British  senators,  that  of  speaking  what  they  think,  and 
freely  discussing  the  interests  of  their  country.  They  have 
spoken  their  sentiments  with  freedom,  against  this  unhappy 
act ;  they  have  foreseen,  they  have  predicted  the  perils  that 
impend,  and  this  frankness  is  imputed  as  a  crime.    Sorry  I 
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am  to  observe,  that  we  can  no  longer  express  our  opinions  in 
this  house,  without  being  exposed  to  censure ;  we  must  pre- 
pare for  a  disastrous  futurity,  if  we  do  not  oppose,  cour- 
ageously, with  our  tongues^  our  hearts,  our  hands,  the  tyranny 
with  which  we  are  menaced.  I  hear  it  said  that  America 
is  obstinate,  America  is  almost  in  open  rebellion.  /  rejoice 
that  America  has  resisted.  Three  millions  of  people,  so  dead 
to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily  to  submit  to  be 
slaves,  would  have  been  fit  instruments  to  make  slaves  of  our- 
selves. The  honourable  member  has  said  also — for  he  is  fluent 
in  words  of  bitterness — that  America  is  ungrateful ;  he  boasts 
of  his  bounties  towards  her ;  but  are  not  these  bounties  in- 
tended, finally,  for  the  benefit  of  this  kingdom?  And  how  is 
it  true  that  America  is  ungrateful  ?  Does  she  not  voluntarily 
bold  a  good  correspondence  with  us  ?  The  profits  to  Great  Bri" 
taiUffrom  her  commerce  with  the  colonieSfare  2,000,000  founds  a 
year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you  triumphantly  through 
the  last  war.  The  estates  that  were  rented  at  2000  pounds 
a  year,  seventy  years  ago,  are  at  -3000  pounds  at  present. 
You  owe  this  to  America.  This  is  the  price  she  pays  for  your 
protection.  I  omit  the  increase  of  population  in  the  colonies ; 
the  migration  of  new  inhabitants  from  every  part  of  Europe ; 
and  the  ulterior  progress  of  American  commerce,  should  it 
be  regulated  by  judicious  laws.  And  shall  we  hear  a  mise- 
rable financier  come  with  a  boast  that  he  can  fetch  a  pepper- 
corn into  the  exchequer,  to  the  loss  of  millions  to  the  nation? 
The  gentleman  complains  that  he  has  been  misrepresented 
in  the  public  prints.  I  can  only  say  it  is  a  misfortune 
common  to  all  that  fill  high  stations,  and  take  a  leading  part 
in  public  affairs.  He  says,  also,  that  when  he  first  asserted 
the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  America,  he  was  not  contra- 
dicted. I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modesty  in  this 
house,  which  does  not  choose  to  contradict  a  minister.  If 
gentlemen  do  not  get  the  better  of  this  modesty,  perhaps  the 
collective  body  may  begin  to  abate  of  its  respect  for  the  re- 
presentative. A  great  deal  has  been  said  without  doors,  and 
more  than  is  discreet,  of  the  power,  of  the  strength  of  Ame- 
rica.   But,  in  a  good  cause,  on  a  sound  bottom,  the  force  of 
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this  country  can  crush  America  to  atoms ;  but,  on  the  ground 
of  this  tax,  When  it  is  wished  to  prosecute  an  evident  injustice, 
I  am  one  who  will  lift  my  hands  and  voice  against  it. 

''  In  such  a  cause,  your  success  would  be  deplorable,  and 
victory  hazardous.  America^  if  she  fell,  would  fall  like  the 
strong  man.  She  would  embrace  the  pillars  of  the  state,  and 
pull  down  the  constitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
boasted  peace  ?  not  to  sheathe  the  sword  in  its  scabbard,  but 
to  sheathe  it  in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen?  Will  you 
quarrel  with  yourselves,  now  the  whole  house  of  Bourbon  is 
united  against  you  7  while  France  disturbs  your  fisheries  in 
Newfoundland,  embarrasses  your  slave-trade  with  Africa,  and 
withholds  from  your  subjects  in  Canada  their  property  stipu- 
lated by  treaty?  while  the  ransom  for  the  Manillas  is  de- 
nied by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  conqueror  traduced  into  a  mean 
plunderer  ?  The  Americans  have  not  acted  in  all  things  with 
prudence  and  temper.  They  have  been  wronged.  They 
have  been  driven  to  madness  by  injustice.  Will  you  punish 
them  ibr  the  madness  you  have  bccasioried?  Rather  let 
prudence  arid  benignity  come  first  from  the  strongest  side. 
Excuse  theii*  errors,  leiCm  to  honour  their  virtues.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  house  what  is  really  my. 
opinion.  I  consider  it  most  consistent  with  our  dignity,  most 
useful  to  our  liberty,  and  in  every  respect  the  safest  for  this 
kingdom,  that  the  stamp  act  be  repealed,  absolutely,  totally, 
and  iriimediately.  At  the  same  time,1et  the  sovereign  autho- 
rity of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be  asserted  in  as  strong 
term^  las  can  be  devised,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every 
point  of  legislation  whatsoever;  that  we  may  bind  their  trade, 
confine  their  manufactures,  and  exercise  every  power  what- 
soever, except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets 
without  their  consent." 

These  words,  from  a  inanof  such  great  authority,  produced 
a  powerful  effect  upon  the  minds  of  his  hearers ;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  on  (he  62d  of  TebrUary,  the  repeal  of  the 
stanip  act  was  carried.  Accompanying  the  repealing  act, 
was  a  declaratory  act,  the  language  of  which  was,  "  that' 
Parliament  have,  and  of  right  ought  tohave,jNnoertoUn^^Ae 
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colonies  in  all  ccaes  whatsoever.*'  The  news  of  the  revocation 
of  the  stamp  act  was  received  in  America  with  indescribable 
joy  and  exultation,  and  Pitt  became  the  object  of  boundless 
praises,  although  he  had,  in  strong  terms,  advocated  the 
authority  of  Parliament  over  the  colonies ;  they  believed  this 
was  intended  merely  to  soothe  British  pride  and  heal  its 
wounded  dignity. 

The  king,  who  had  very  reluctantly  consented  to  the  repeal 
of  the  stamp  act,  still  cherished  the  favourite  scheme  of  tax- 
ation. Another  change  of  ministry  took  place.  The  Duke 
of  Girafton  was  appointed  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  place  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham;  the  Earl  of  She- 
bume.  Secretary  of  State ;  Charles  Townsend,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and,  finally,  William  Pitt,  now  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham, was  promoted  to  the  charge  of  Keeper  of  the  Seals. 

In  1767,  a  bill  passed  the  Parliament  to  impose  certain 
duties  on  tea,  glass,  and  paints,  brought  into  the  colonies, 
Pitt  being  absent  from  indisposition.  The  duties  were  but 
small,  but  the  Americans  justly  regarded  them  as  small 
wedges,  designed  to  make  room  for  others  much  greater  and 
heavier.  This  act,  therefore,  with  some  others  equally  unjust 
and  dangerous,  again  spread  alarm  through  the  colonies,  and 
produced  resolves,  petitions,  addresses,  remonstrances,  and 
associations  similar  to  those  elicited  by  the  stamp  act.  This 
determined  opposition  led  the  government  to  adopt  the  most 
rigorous  measures  against  the  colonies,  and  especially  Massa- 
chusetts, where  that  opposition  had  taken  the  deepest  root. 

In  1769  Parliament  approved  that  the  king  should  employ 
force  of  arms  to  repress  the  disobedient  of  that  province,  de- 
claring at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  the  right  to  cause  the 
leaders  of  the  disorders  to  be  brought  to  England  for  trial, 
and  requesting  him  to  give  orders  to  the  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  put  this  measure  into  execution. 

A  greater  outrage  could  not  well  be  committed  than  to  seize 
and  tear  a  man  from  his  country  for  supporting  his  rights, 
to  be  sacrificed  by  a  jury  of  bigoted,  prejudiced  strangers. 
The  colonial  assemblies  passed  resolutions,  the  strongest 
that  could  be  devised,  to  arrest  British  aggression  and  secure 
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their  rights.  The  king,  at  the  same  time,  was  conjured,  as 
the  father  of  his  subjects,  to  interpose  his  royal  intercession, 
and  prevent  men  from  being  *'  forced  from  their  firesides, 
wrested  finom  the  embraces  of  their  families,  and  thrust  into 
dungeons,  among  robbers  and  felons,  at  the  distance  of  three 
thousand  miles  from  their  country,  to  linger  until  judges, 
whom  they  knew  not,  should  have  pronounced  their  fate.^ 
Pursuing  such  a  course,  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  was  dis- 
solved, by  the  governor,  with  a  severe  reprimand.  The  As- 
sembly of  North  Carolina  was  dissolved  by  the  governor  of 
that  province  for  the  same  reason. 

The  British  government,  not  yet  satiated  with  acts  of  the 
most  disgraceful  character  that  ever  stained  the  honour  of 
an  enlightened  nation,  sent  a  corrupt  soldiery  from  Halifax 
to  be  stationed  among  the  honest  and  high-minded  people  of 
Boston,  and  to  keep  them  in  subjection.  This  converted  all 
Boston  into  a  kind  of  volcano  on  the  point  of  eruption.  The 
deep  thunders  of  indignation  convulsed  the  town  and  spread 
the  signal  of  alarm  over  the  colonies. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  March,  1770,  a  quarrel  took 
place  between  a  soldier  and  a  rope-maker.  The  former,  after 
a  severe  beating,  soon  returned  with  several  of  his  comrades, 
when  a  fight  ensued  between  the  soldiers  and  the  rope-makers, 
in  which  the  latter  were  beaten. 

Such  conduct  in  foreign  troops,  regarded  as  instruments  of 
tyranny,  and  against  whom  an  inveterate  hatred  already  ex- 
isted, exasperated  the  people ;  and  on  the  5th,  between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock,  a  violent  tumult  broke  out.  The  people, 
armed  with  clubs,  rushed  a  living  torrent  into  King  street, 
with  loud  cries,  "Zcf  us  drive  out  these  ribalds;  they  have 
no  business  here."  The  soldiers,  who  were  mere  hirelings 
of  the  king,  and  whose  ideas  of  justice  and  humanity,  proba- 
bly, seldom  extended  beyond  the  points  of  their  bayonets, 
were  eager  to  fall  upon  and  murder  the  populace ;  and  their 
officers,  who  at  first  restrained  them,  did  so  with  the  great- 
est difficulty.  Cries  oi firel  fire!  firel  to  arms!  to  armsl 
were  heard  through  the  town ;  men  were  running  through 
the  streets ;  the  dog  rushes  from  his  lair  baying  forth  his 
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deep-tbroaled  warnings ;  the  solemn  peals  of  the  bells  fall 
upon  the  startled  ear  and  arouse  fearful  coounotions  in  the 
breasts  of  men.  The  sound  of  fire  I  fire  I  fire  I  again  echoed 
through  the  town,  and  stirred  the  souls  of  men  to  actsof  dar* 
ing;  the  people  rush  furiously  onward,  they  approach  the 
sentinel  at  the  custom-house,  crying,  <*  At// Atm  /  kill  him  T* 
They  pelted  him  with  snow-balls,  stones,  pieces  of  ice,  or 
whatever  else  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon.  The  guard 
were  quickly  called,  who  marched  with  arms  loaded,  their 
captain  following  them.  The  torrent  of  invective,  the  rage 
of  the  people,  multitudes  of  whom  crowded  around  the  sol- 
diers, to  th^  points  of  the  bayonets,  uttering  fierce  cries,  me- 
naces,  and  dreadful  imprecations ;  the  continued  solemn  peals 
of  the  alarm-bells — all  conspired  to  fill  the  soldiers  with  awe; 
and  they  stood  like  statues,  riveted  to  the  spot  in  silent  horror* 

Several  thousand  people  had  assembled.  They  rush  upon 
the  soldiers,  some  of  whom  are  ordered  to  fire.  Three  men 
are  killed  and  five  wounded.  Lieut.-Govemor  Hutchinson, 
interfering,  asked  Captain  Preston  in  a  menacing  manner, 
**  Why  have  you  fired  wiihout  the  orders  of  the  civUmagisti'ate  V* 
He  answered,  ''  We  have  been  insulted"  The  governor  then 
persuaded  the  people  to  disperse,  by  a  promise  that  the  affiur 
should  be  settled  to  their  satisfaction.  Captain  Preston  was 
committed  to  prison  with  some  of  his  soldiers.  Upon  the 
trial,  the  captain  and  six  soldiers  were  acquitted,  and  two 
convicted  of  manslaughter.  The  anniversary  of  this  evening 
was  fi>r  several  years  commemorated  by  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, when  patriotic  speeches  were  delivered  to  awaken  and 
perpetuate  the  spirit  of  revolution* 

The  resolutions  of  the  meetings  and  associations  in  Ame- 
rica, to  suspend  the  importation  of  tea,  had  occasioned  the 
vast  quantity  of  seventeen  millions  of  pounds  to  accumulate 
upon  the  hands  of  the  East  India  Company.  Both  the  Bri- 
tish ministry  and  the  company  were  deeply  interested ;  the 
one  desirous  of  obtaining  the  expected  revenue  firom  the  sale 
of  the  tea,  the  other,  the  usual  commercial  profits.  They 
cunningly  devised  a  scheme  which  they  thought  would  fill 
the  coffers  of  the  one  and  the  pockets  of  the  other. 
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The  company  was  by  law  authorized  to  expori  tea  free  of 
daty,  and  as  this  duty  had  been  greater  than  that  to  be  paid 
on  its  inqfoptation  into  the  colonies,  (whieh  had  been  reduced 
to  three  pence  on  the  pound),  the  tea  would  be  cheaper  than 
before  the  exceptionable  duty  was  laid.  They  had  no  doubt 
hat  that,  sp  Ihe  tea  had,  in  a  measure,  become  one  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  the  colonists  would  be  eager  to  buy;  and 
the  vessds  came  groaning  with  their  loads  of  tea  across  the 
ocean  to  the  principal  harbours  of  this  country.  The  colo- 
nbtB,  awake  to  their  interests,  resolved  not  to  pay  even  three 
p^atoe  a»  a  duty ;  for  that  would  be  a  recognition  of  a  law  by 
which  th^  were  taxed  against  their  will ;  and  the  fHrinciple 
established,  would  soon  subject  them  to  all  the  oppres- 
agtinst  which  they  had  so  long  and  so  nobly  contended. 

Aocordin^y,  on  the  arrival  of  the  tea  at  Charleston,  the 
chests,  though  permitted  to  be  brought  to  shore,  were  thrown 
into  damp  cellars,  where  they  were  suffered  to  spoil.  Most 
of  the  ships  landing  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were 
oUiged  to  return  with  their  whole  cargoes. 

At  Boston,  an  immense  meeting  assembled  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
when  it  was  resolved,  by  acclamation,  ''that  the  tea  should 
not  be  landed ;  that  no  duty  should  be  paid ;  and  that  it  should 
be  sent  back  in  the  same  bottoms." 

The  captain,  alarmed,  would  have  cleared  for  Bngland; 
but  the  governor  wanted  tbe  revenue f  or,  at  least,  the  English 
government  wanted  it,  and  the  governor  being  her  tool,  would 
not  depart  from  his  instructions ;  and,  to  keep  the  vessel  in 
port,  refused  the  clearance.  This  answer  "being  reported  to 
the  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall,  they  immediately  adjourned, 
(and  repaired  to  the  wharf.  Some,  assuming  the  dress  of 
Mohawk  Indians,  went  on  board  of  the  vessels,  and  in  a  few 
hours  cqiened  and  emptied  848  chests  of  tea  into  the  harbour. 

The  MaseaehuseUs  GaxeUe,  of  SOth  November,  1773,  cm- 
tains  the  following  account  of  this  Bostcmian  iea-party^  and 
the  last  meeting  held  in  that  place,  relative  to  the  anathema- 
tized weed: 

«<  Just  before  the  dissolution  of  the  meeting,  a  number  of 
,  brave  and  resolute  men,  dressed  in  the  Indian  manner,  ap- 
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preached  near  the  door  of  the  Ass^mJ)ly,  and  ^aye  th§  \vai^- 
whoop,  which  rai)^  through  the  house,  and  was  answered  by 
some  in  the  ^lleries ;  but  silence  was  comnpanded,  aijt^  a 
peaceful  deportment  again  enjoined  till  the  dissolution.  The 
Indians,  as  they  were  then  called,  repaired  to  the  wharf 
where  the  ships  lay,  tha,t  had  the  tea  on  boards  and  \Y^jre 
followed  by  hundreds  of  people,  to  see  the  event  of  the  trans- 
aiUions  of  those  who  made  so  grotesque  an  appeoranc^.  They, 
the  Indians,  immediately  repaired  on  board  CaptaL^  Hall's 
ship,  where  they  hoisted  out  the  chests  of  tea,  and,  when  on 
deck,  stove  the  chesti^  and  hove  the  tea  overboard.  Having 
cleared  this  ship,  they  proceeded  to  Captain  Bruce's,  ai]^d  then 
to  Captain  Coffin's  brig.  Th^y  applied  themselves  so  dexter- 
ously to  the  destruction  of  this  commodity,  that  in  tl^e  $pace 
of  three  hours,  th^y  broke  up  342  chests,  which  was  the 
whole  number  in  those  vessels,  and  discharged  their  contents 
into  the  dock.  When  the  tide  rose,  it  floated  the  brqken 
chests  and  the  tea,  inspmuch  thaf  the  surface  of  the  water 
was  filled  therewj^th,  a  considerable  way  from  the  south  part 
of  the  town  of  Dorchester  Neck,  an^  Ipdged  on  the  shores. 
Thjsre  was  the  greatest  care  taken  to  prevent  the  tea  from  being 
purloined  by  the  populace.  One  or  two  being  detected  in 
endeavouring  to  pocket  a  small  quantity,  were  stripped  of 
their  acquisitions  and  very  roughly  handled.  *  »  *  The  town 
was  very  quiet  during  the  whole  evening  and  the  ^ight  fol- 
lowing. Those  who  werefrc^  the  country  went  ho^et  and  the 
next  day  joy  appeared  in  ajmo^t  every  countfnance — spme«  on 
occasion  of  the  destruction  of  the  tea,  others,  on  account  of 
the  quietness  with  which  it  ^f\9  effected.  One  of  the  Mon- 
day's papers  says,  that  the  masters,  and  owners  are  well  pleased 
that  the  ships  are  thus  cleared,^* 

In  the  memoirs  of  qne  of  the  last  survivors  of  the  tea- 
party,  it  is  stated  that  John  Hancock  was  an^ong  the  speak- 
ers ;  and  that  he  advanced  the  opinion  pretty  significantly, 
not  only  that  the  governor  had  absolutely  made  up  his  mind 
to  land  the  tea,  but  that,  as  things  now  were,  the  matter  musf 
be  sMled  before  twelve  o^clqck  that  night ;  and  he  ad^s,  that 
one  of  the  last  things  he  heard  said,  in  l^he  final  excitement. 


216 


THE  ARMT   AND  NAVT. 


[1774. 


was  Hancock's  cry,  '^  Let  every  man  do  what  is  right  in  his 
own  eyes  I"  Some  person  or  persons  in  the  galleries  at  this 
time  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  *^  Boston  Habbour  a  tea- 
pot THIS  NIGHT ! — Hurra  for  Griffin's  Wharf!" 

The  news  of  these  proceedings  reaching  England,  and  be- 
ing conununicated  in  a  message  from  the  throne,  March  7, 
1774,  the  frantic  rage  and  indignation  of  the  ministerial  party 
almost  made  them  fit  subjects  for  straight-jackets,  at  least  if 
we  have  any  confidence  in  restraint  to  cure  madness.  Their 
subsequent  proceedings  were  in  exact  accordance  with  this 
state  of  mind.  A  bill  was  passed  in  Parliament  to  shut  up 
Boston  as  a  port  of  entry,  and  remove  the  custom-house  to 
Salem ;  another  soon  followed,  subverting  the  charter  and 
vesting  in  the  king  the  power  of  nominating  all  the  officers 
of  the  colony.  In  a  third  it  was  provided,  that  any  person 
indicted  for  a  capital  oiifence  might  be  sent  to  another  colony 
or  to  England  for  trial,  if  it  should  appear  to  the  governor 
that  a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  that  province. 

When  these  acts  arrived,  the  town  of  Boston  passed  the 
following  vote,  of  which  copies  were  sent  to  the  other  colo- 
nies : — **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town,  that,  if  the  other 
colonies  come  into  a  joint  resolution  to  stop  all  importation 
from  Great  Britain  and  the  West  Indies,  till  the  act  for  block- 
ing up  this  harbour  be  repealed,  the  same  will  prove  the  sal- 
vation of  North  America  and  her  liberties." 

The  House  of  Burgesses  in  Virginia  being  in  sess  on,  ap- 
pointed the  1st  of  June,  1774,  the  day  when  the  "Boston  Port 
BilV^  was  to  take  effect,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and 
prayer.  The  example  was  followed  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
country.  On  such  a  day  the  people's  thoughts  would  natu- 
rally be  occupied  with  the  accumulated  wrongs  of  the  mother 
country ;  and,  independently  of  addressing  the  Arbiter  of 
nations  to  aid  them  in  the  righteous  cause  in  which  they 
were  about  to  engage,  they  would  prepare  to  do  their  part. 

Meetings  were  held  in  every  part  of  the  continent,  and 
letters  and  addresses  were  sent  to  Boston,  encouraging  the 
inhabitants  with  an  assurance  of  the  co-operation  and  sup- 
port of  her  sister  provinces. 
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In  the  mean  time,  measures  had  been  taken  to  elect  depu- 
ties to  represent  the  respective  provinces  in  a  Continental 
Congress.  On  the  4th  of  September,  deputies  from  eleven 
different  colonies  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  elected  for 
President,  Peyton  Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Thom- 
son, Secretary. 

"  High  on  the  foremost  seat,  in  llviDg  light, 
Resplendent  Randolph  caught  the  world^s  full  sight 
He  opes  the  cause,  and  points  in  prospect  iar 
Through  aU  the  toils  that  wait  impending  war : 
But,  reverend  sage !  thy  race  must  soon  be  o'er,  * 

To  lend  thy  lustre  and  to  shine  no  more. 
So  the  mild  morning  star,  from  shades  of  even. 
Leads  up  the  dawn  and  lights  the  front  of  heaven; 
Points  to  the  waking  world  the  sun's  broad  way, 
Then  veils  his  own,  and  vaults  above  the  day." 

The  acts  of  this  patriotic  assembly  were,  to  vote  that  the 
contributions  already  made  to  relieve  Boston  should  be  con- 
tinued as  long  as  necessary ;  a  declaration  of  rights  and 
grievances ;  a  recommendation  to  the  merchants  to  stop  all 
imports  firom  Great  Britain ;  a  letter  to  Greneral  Gage,  then 
Governor  of  Massachusetts;  a  petition  to  the  king;  an  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  Great  Britain ;  one  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies ;  and  one  to  the  people  of  Canada.  These 
were  all  masterly  compositions,  full  of  wisdom,  firmness 
and  patriotism;  exciting  the  admiration  of  the  greatest 
statesmen,  while  those  narrow-minded  bigots  of  England, 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  speak  of  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
of  the  colonists  with  profound  contempt,  were  alnlost  struck 
dumb  with  amazement.  In  less  than  eight  weeks  this  con- 
gress adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  the  10th  of  the  ensuing 
May,  unless  their  grievances  should  be  previously  redressed. 

A  part  of  the  address  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  the 
people  of  England,  will  serve  to  demonstrate  the  prevailing 
opinions,  the  ardent  feelings,  and  the  firm  resolve  under 
which  the  people  of  America  spoke  and  acted,  during  this 
epoch,  while  supporting  their  glorious  cause. 

"  When  a  nation,  led  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  liberty, 
and  possessed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroism,  munificence,  and 
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humanity  can  bestow,  descends  to  the  ungrateful  tasl^  of 
forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  children,  and  instead  of 
giving  support  to  freedom,  turns  advocate  for  slavery  and 
oppression^  there  is  reason  to  suspect  she  has  either  ceased  to 
be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely  negligent  in  the  appointment 
of  her  rulers. 

**  In  almost  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in.  long  and 
bloody  wars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  against  many  and 
powerful  nations,  against  the  open  assaults  of  enemies,  and 
the  more  dangerous  treachery  of  friends,  have  the  inhabitants 
of  your  island,  your  great  and  glorious  ancestors,  maintained 
their  independence,  and  transmitted  the  rights  of  men,  and 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  to  you  their  posterity.  Be  not  sur- 
prised, therefore,  that  we,  who  are  descended  from  the  same 
common  ancestors;, that  we,  whose  fore&thers  participated 
in  all  the  rights^  the  liberties^  and  the  constitution  you  so 
ji;^tly  boiut  of,  and  who  have  carefully  conveyed  the  same 
fair  inheritance  to  us,  guarantied  by  the  plighted  faith  of 
governin^t,  and  the  ino|t  solemn  compmcts  with  British  sove- 
reigns, shoi^d  refuse  to  surrend^  them  to  men  who  found 
their  claims  on  no  prinoiples  of  reason,  and  who  prosecute  them 
with  a  desigQ,  that  by  lu^viQg  ottr  lives  and  property  in  their 
power,  they  niay  with  the  greatest  facility  enslave  you.  The 
cause  of  America  is  now  the  object  of  universal  attention ;  it 
has,  i^t  length,  become  very  serious.  This  unhappy  country 
h/u  not  only  been  oppressed*  but  abused  aad  nusreprefiented ; 
apd  the  duty  we  owe  to  oorselyes  and  posterity,  to  your  in- 
terest, ami  the  general  welfare  of  the  British  empire,  leads  ub 
to  address  you  on  this  very  important  subject. 

**  Know,  then,  that  we  consider  ourselves,  and  do  insist 
that  we  are,  and  ought  to  be,  as^free  as  our  fellow-subjects  in 
Britain,  and  that  no  power  on  eiMrdi  has  .a  right  to  take  our 
property  from  us  without  our  consent.  Tha4  we  shall  claim 
all  the  benefits  secured  to  the  subject  by  the  EngUsh  constitu- 
tion, and  particularly,  that  inestimable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 
That  we  hold  it  essential  to  English  liberty,  that  no  man  be 
condemned  unheard,  or  punished  for  supposed  offences,  with- 
out havipg  an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence.    That  vna 
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think  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain  is  not  authorized  by 
the  constitution  to  establish  a  religion  [in  Canada]  fraught 
with  sanguinary  and  impious  tenets,  or  to  erect  an  arbitrary 
form  of  goTernment  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe." 

"  Admit/'  say  they,  in  another  place,  "  that  the  ministry, 
by  the  powers  of  Britain,  and  the  aid  of  our  Roman  Catholic 
neighbours,  should  be  able  to  carry  the  point  of  taxation,  and 
reduce  us  to  a  state  of  perfect  humiliation  and  slavery ;  such 
an  enterprise  would,  doubtless,  make  some  addition  to  your 
national  debt,  which  already  presses  down  your  liberties,  and 
fills  you  with  pensioners  and  placemen. 

'*  We  beUeve  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  justice,  and 
much  public  spirit  in  the  English  nation.  To  that  justice  we 
now  appeal  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  seditious,  im- 
patient of  government,  and  desirous  of  independency ;  but 
these  are  mere  calumnies.  Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  your- 
selves, and  we  shall  ever  esteem  a  union  with  you  to  be  our 
greatest  glory  and  our  greatest  happiness.  But,  if  you  are 
determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wantonly  sport  with  the 
liberties  of  mankind ;  if  neither  the  voice  of  justice,  the  dic- 
tates of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  or  the 
su^estions  of  humanity,  can  restrain  your  hands  firom  shed- 
ding human  blood  in  such  an  impious  cause,  we  must  then  tell 
yoo,  that  we  shall  never  submit  'to  be  hewers  of  wood  or 
drawers  of  water  for  any  minister  or  nation  in  the  world." 

The  address  of  Congiess  to  the  American  pec^e  was  a 
statement  of  their  grievances;  a  proof  of  the  justice  of  their 
cause ;  well  calculated  to  con^rm  them  in  their  resistance  to 
their  oppressors,  and  prepare  their  minds  for  the  worst.  They 
said  tiuLt, ''  the  schemes  agitated  against  the  colonies  have  been 
so  conducted  as  to  render  it  prudent  that  you  should  extend 
your  views  to  mournful  eveniSf  end  be  in  aii  rewpecU  prepared 
far  every  conHngencyJ"  The  people  Uxk  the  hint,  and  ex- 
tended their  views  to  mournful  events,  by  forming  themselves 
into  companies,  and  practising  military  discipline. 

The  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  met  at  Salem,  October  5, 
and  the  governor  vrithholding  the  light  of  his  countenance. 


220  THB   ARMY    AMD   NAVY.  [1774. 

they  adjourned  to  Concord,  where  they  formed  themselves 
into  a  provincial  Congress,  and  elected  John  Hancock  their 
president.  They  now  adjourned  to  Cambridge,  where  they 
drew  up  a  plan  to  defend  the  province,  by  preparing  muni- 
tions of  war,  filling  magazines  with  provisions,  enlisting  men, 
appointing  officers,  &c. 

This  provincial  Congress  met  again  in  November,  when  it 
was  resolved  that  12,000  men  should  be  raised  to  act  on  any 
emergency.  They  also  enrolled  one-fourth  part  of  the  mili- 
tia, whom  they  called  minute-men,  to  be  held  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  miniUe*s  notice.  At  the  same  time  the  neighbour- 
ing states  were  requested  to  increase  this  army  to  20,000 
men. 

All  these  resolutions,  bo(h  of  the  Continental  Congress  and 
of  the  local  Assemblies,  were  approved  and  strictly  carried 
into  efiect  by  the  people.  Their  meetings  and  union  of  their 
representatives  produced  a  liberal  interchange  of  ideas  be- 
tween the  remote  parts  of  the  colonies, — ^formed  a  moral  bond 
of  union, — ^produced  a  spirit  of  laudable  emulation,  and  im- 
proved the  moral,  political,  and  intellectual  condition-  of  the 
whole  country.  The  principles  of  justice  and  honour  distin- 
guished all  the  acts  of  these  newly  constituted  authorities, 
the  agents  of  the  people,  who  now,  according  to  the  natural 
rights  of  man,  constituted  the  government 

«*  What  constitutes  a  state ! 
Not  higfa-nused  battlements  or  labour'd  xnomids, 

Thick  wall  or  moated  gate; 
Not  cities  proud,  with  spires  and  turrets  crown'd ; 

Not  bays  and  broad-arm'd  ports, 
Where,  laughing  at  the  storm,  rich  navies  ride ; 

Not  starred  and  spangled  courts, 
Where  low-biowM  basenees  wafts  perfume  to  pride, 

No ; — men ;  high-minded  men : — 
Men,  who  their  duties  know, 

But  know  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain ; 
Prevent  the  long-aimM  blow. 

And  crash  the  tyrant  while  they  rend  the  chain ; 
Thne  constitute  a  state." 

Two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  several  pieces  of  cannon, 
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had  followed  the  arrival  of  General  Gage,  and  were  quartered 
in  Boston.  These  were  reinforced  by  seVej^al  regiments  from 
Halifax,  Ireland,  Quebec,  and  New  York,  to  crush  at  once 
the  spirit  of  liberty  that  was  about  to  kindle  into  a  wide- 
spread conflagration.  But  "  if  the  true  spark  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  be  kindled,  it  will  burn ;  human  agency  can- 
not extinguish  it :  like  the  earth's  central  fire,  it  may  be 
smothered  for  a  time ;  the  ocean  may  overwhelm  it ;  moun- 
tains may  press  it  down ;  but  its  inherent  and  unconquerable 
force  will  heave  both  the  ocean  and  the  land,  and  at  some 
time  or  another,  in  some  place  or  another,  the  volcano  will 
break  out  and  flame  up  to  heaven." 

Many  of  the  people,  being  experienced  huntsmen^  pre- 
pared for  war  with  the  greater  facility,  and  were  able  to  use 
the  rifle  with  great  advantage.  Drums  and  fifes  were  now 
everywhere  heard ;  balls  were  cast  in  alipost  every  house, 
and  the  martial  scenes  exhibited  by  training  were  attended 
by  the  people  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  Even  the  ladies, 
as  is  usual  on  all  occasions  that  try  rHen*s  souls,  animated  and 
encouraged  the  patriots  with  their  presence ;  assisted  in  the 
preparations  for  war,  and  shared  the  extreme  sufferings  to 
which  the  colonists  were  subjected^ 

**  With  teara  for  naught  bat  other's  ilk, 
And  then  they  flowed  like  mountain  rills.' 

''Oh,  wdtian!  in  our  hours  of  ease, 
Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please, 
And  variable  as  tl)e  shade 
Rjr  the  light  quivering  aspen  made ; 
When  pain  and  anguish  wring  the  brow, 
A  ministering  angel  thou !" 

The  governor,  who  had  already  excited  the  indignation  of 
the  people,  by  placing  a  guard  upon  the  isthmus  which  con- 
nects the  peninsula  on  which  Boston  is  situated  with  the 
main  land,  now  commenced  fortifying  the  isthmus,  to  intimi- 
date the  people  and  prevent  them  from  transporting  arms 
from  the  town  into  the  country.  He  next  seized  the  powder 
that  was  stored  in  the  magazine  in  Charlestown,  adjoining 
Boston,  apprehensive  that  the  people  might  take  possession 
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of  it  daring  the  annual  review  of  the  militia,  which  was  ap- 
proaching.  These  proceedihgs  were  regarded  as  acts  of  hos- 
tility>  and  excited  the  rage  of  the  people  to  the  highest  de- 
gree. They  seized  their  arms,  assembled  from  every  quarter, 
and  hastehed  to  Cambridge.  They  would  at  once  have 
marched  to  Boston,  had  they  not  been  restrained  by  the  pru- 
dence of  some  of  their  leaders. 

A  report  was  soon  after  circulated  that  hostilities  had  com- 
menced in  Boston,  by  the  fleet  and  garrison  firing  upon  the 
town,  and  that  the  Bostonians  were  defending  themselves. 
The  rumour  was  heard  with  avidity  and  circulated  with  sur- 
prising rapidity  through  every  part  of  the  province. 

The  farmet*  stops  his  plough  in  the  field,  seizes  his  gun, 
while  he  breathes  retributive  vengeance  against  the  oppress- 
ors ;  the  mechanic  throws  down  his  hammer  and  obeys  the 
can  of  freedom ;  the  labourer  abandons  his  shovel,  spade  or 
axe  for  the  weapon  of  war ;  the  merchant  forsakes  his  coun- 
ter, the  law3rer  his  desk,  the  physician  his  patient — from  the 
hilte  and  the  valleys  they  come ;  from  the  hamlet  and  the 
cottage  they  issue  forth — all  hurrying  promiscuously  towards 
Hie  Supposed  scene  of  action ;  and  in  a  few  hours  30,000  men 
were  under  arms. 

«  Thus,  brealim^  death,  in  tenrible  atiray 
The  dose-compacted  legions  urged  their  way : 
Fierce  they  diove  on,  imiMlieiit  to  destvoy ; 

As  fiom  some  moootam's  cnggy  ftkehead  total, 
A  rock's  loond  fiagment  flies,  with  fiiry  bone, 
(Which  fiom  the  stubborn  stone  a  toirent  rends,) 
Precipitate  the  ponderous  mase  descends, 
From  steep  to  steep  the  roUing  ruin  bounds; 
At  eveiy  shock  the  cFackling  wood  resounds; 
Still  gathering  "ftxrce,  it  smokes,  and,  urged  aimldn, 
WMils^  leafto,  and  thunders  down,  impetuous  to  the  pkdn: 
There  stops"— 

So  this  aiiKied  multitude  stops ;  but  not  rnittl  they  are  satis- 
fied that  the  report  of  the  attack  on  Boston  is  unfounded. 

tevery  pfrovince  had  now  become  the  theatre  of  popular 
oommotions,  and  a  general  scrt^mUing  took  place  between 
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the  adverse  goverDments  fijr  the  powder.  At  l^dk'tsfnoutli, 
New  Hampshire,  the  pirovmcials  stormed  the  fort,  caitying 
off  the  powder  and  artillery.  In  Rhode  Island  a  ^ihilar 
course  was  pursued ;  at  Newport  the  people  rose  in  their 
majesty,  and  took  forty  pieces  of  cannon  which  defended  the 
harbour,  fully  convinced  that  the  language  of  these  t^ould 
be  the  only  efl^tual  argument  against  the  tyranny  of  their 
relentless  oppressors. 


CHAPTER  II. 


'EiSbria  of  Parlminent— Pitt's  e<mci]Jatoi7  BiU-^PMitfe  of  MfiaBAfihtieita  de- 
dired  Rtfbeb— "^lem  Gomuotiona  m  Ameitot— Battle  6f  bax^gmi^— Plight  of 
Adama  and  Hancock— Provindal  Congraaa  of  Maaaachuaetta— Addreaa  to  the 
People  of  England— Army  of  30,000  Men  blockade  Boaton. 

^  And,  as  a  lover  faaib  the  dawn 

Of  a  first  smile,  so  welcomed  they 
The  sparkle  of  the  first  sword  drawn 
For  vengeance  and  for  liberty  T 
**  Oh !  what  an  ever-gldrioos  monAxg  is  titte!'* 
IThb  omnipotence  of  Parliament  and  the  in^tente  of  Lord 
North,  prime  minister,  were  still  el^rted  to  ifal)d(ie  the  ^'  dar- 
ing spirit  of  resistance  and  disobedience''  in  the  colonies, 
while  "Mr.  Pitt,  who  after  a  long  absence  had  resumed  his 
seat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  introduced  a  cdnetliatory  biB,  and 
supported  it  and  the  people  of  America  in  a  loitg  and  elo- 
quent discourse ;  but  the  ministers  obtained  a  majority  and 
the  bin  was  lost.    l*he  inhabifants  of  Massachusetts  were 
soon  after  declared  rebels,  which  was  equivalent  to  declaring 
war  against  them.    The  object  of  treating  this  province  With 
such  rigour  was  to  separate  her  fh>m  the  rest ;  but  the  very 
measures  that  were  adopted  to  separate  the  colonies  cemented 
their  union  for  mutual  protection  and  defence.    The  ri^ts 
of  one  were  the  rights  of  all ;  to  submit  to  the  enslaving  of 
a  sister  province,  would  be  a  tacit  recognition  of  the  right  of 
England  to  enslave  the  irest. 

The  news  having  arrived  of  the  king's  speech  aigafnst  the  I 
colonists  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  the  tesohitions  ofthat 
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body,  and  of  the  act  declaring  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
rebels,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  seized  their  arms. 
'^  Indignation  became  fury — obstinacy,  desperation.  All  idea 
of  reconciliation  had  become  chimerical ;  necessity  stimu- 
lated the  most  timid;  a  thirst  for  vengeance  fired  every 
breast.  The  match  is  lighted — the  materials  disposed — the 
conflagration  impends/'  while  the  sister  colonies  console  and 
encourage  them  with  a  full  assurance  of  their  assistance 
through  the  impending  war. 

"  In  these  arms,"  said  they,  "  in  our  right  hands,  are  placed 
the  hope  of  safety,  the  existence  of  country,  the  defence  of 
property,  the  honour  of  our  wives  and  daughters.  With 
these  alone  can  we  repulse  a  licentious  soldiery,  protect  what 
man  holds  dearest  upon  earth,  and  unimpaired  transmit  our 
rights  to  our  descendants.  The  world  will  admire  our  cour- 
age ;  all  good  men  will  second  us  with  their  wishes  and  pray- 
ers, and  celebrate  our  names  with  immortal  praises.  Our 
memory  wUl  become  dear  to  posterity*  It  will  be  the  example, 
as  the  hope  of  freemen,  and  the  dread  of  tyrants,  to  the  latest 
ages.  It  is  time  that  old  contaminated  England  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  energies  of  America,  in  the  prime 
and  innocence  of  her  youth ;  it  is  time  she  should  know  how 
much  superior  are  our  soldiers  in  courage  and  constancy  to 
vile  mercenaries.  We  must  look  back  no  more  I  We  must 
conquer  or  die !  We  are  placed  between  altars  smoking  with 
the  most  grateful  incense  of  glory  and  gratitude,  on  the  one 
part,  and  blocks  and  dungeons  on  the  other.  Let  each  then 
rise,  and  gird  himself  for  thip  combat ;  the  dearest  interests 
of  this  world  command  it ;  our  most  holy  religion  enjoins  it ; 
that  God,  who  eternally  rewards  the  virtuous  and  punishes 
the  wicked,  ordains  it.  Let  us  accept  these  happy  auguries ; 
for  already  the  mercenary  satellites,  sent  by  wicked  ministers 
to  reduce  this  innocent  people  to  extremity,  are  imprisoned 
within  the  walls  of  a  single  city,  where  hunger  emaciates 
them,  rage  devours  them,  death  consumes  them.  Let  us 
banish  every  fear,  every  alarm;  fortune  smiles  upon  the 
effi>rt8  of  the  brave !" 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  the  first  blow  was  struck,  vnth 
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a  heavy  arm,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  Lexington, 
in  Massachusetts,  stands  first  on  the  list  of  the  battle-grounds, 
the  hallowed  spots  where  British  tyranny  over  our  country 
was  crushed,  and  American  freedom  was  exalted  before  an 
astonished  world. 

General  Gage,  having  been  informed  that  the  agents  of  the 
provincial  government  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  deposited  them  at  Concord, 
eighteen  miles  from  Boston,  conceived  the  design  of  sending 
a  few  companies  to  destroy  them ;  and,  as  many  believed,  at 
the  same  time,  to  take  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams. 
To  insure  the  success  of  the  expedition,  General  Gage  acted 
with  great  caution  and  profound  secrecy.  He  ordered  a 
number  of  officers  to  go,  as  if  on  a  party  of  pleasure,  on  the  18th 
of  April ;  dine  at  Cambridge,  on  the  way  to  Concord,  and 
then  dispose  themselves  along  the  road  in  the  night,  to  inter- 
cept any  messengers  that  might  be  sent  by  the  patriots  to 
give  their  fellow-citizens  notice  of  the  impending  danger. 
The  governor,  at  the  same  time,  gave  orders  that  none  of  the 
inhabitants  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  town. 

The  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith,  tvere  embarked 
at  Boston,  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  18th;  conveyed  in 
boats  up  the  Charles  river,  to  a  place  called  Phipp's  Farm, 
where  they  landed  in  the  night,  and  proceeded  on  their  march 
to  Concord,  taking  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  people  of 
the  country  from  being  apprized  of  their  march,  even  securing 
such  persons  as  they  met  in  their  route. 

Notwithstanding  all  their  precautions,  the  provincials,  hav- 
ing their  eyes  open,  could  see  just  as  far  into  a  military 
movement  as  GenersJ  Gage,  the  king's  governor.  The  Bos- 
tonians  had  already  warned  Adams  and  Hancock  to  retire 
from  danger ;  and  Doctor  Warren,  one  of  the  leaders  among 
the  patriots,  discovering  the  scheme,  had  despatched  messen« 
gers  to  Lexington,  a  town  on  the  road  leading  to  Concord. 
Some  of  these  messengers  were  forbidden  to  pass  the  officers 
stationed  along  the  road,  but  others  eluded  their  vigilance 
and  made  their  way  to  Lexington.  The  secret  was  divulged,  L 
and  intelligence  spread,  as  rapidly  as  sound  could  carry  it,  by 
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the  ringing  of  the  bells  and  firing  of  cannon ;  and  it  ^as  in 
the  midst  of  this  tumultuous  uproar  that  the  British  troops 
had  embarked  at  Boston. 

Major  Pitcairne,  who  led  the  vanguard  of  Smith's  detach- 
ment, reached  Lexington,  fifteen  miles  from  Boston,  at  5 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th.  On  their  approach,  the 
provincials  hastily  assembled  under  arms,  to  the  number  of 
about  70,  on  a  green  adjoining  the  road.  As  Pitcairne 
approached,  he  vociferated,  "  Disperse,  rebels;  lay  down  your 
arms  and  disperse."  The  people  not  immediately  obeying 
his  orders,  he  rushed  from  the  ranks,  fired  a  pistol,  brandished 
his  sword  a  la  Hudibi  as,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  fire  on 
this  little  party  of  men.  Eight  were  killed  and  several 
wounded.  They  retreated,  but,  as  the  firing  was  continued 
by  the  English,  the  retreating  party  faced  about  and  re- 
turned it. 

In  the  meantime,  Hancock  and  Adams  defeated  one  of  the 
probable  objects  of  the  .xpedition,  by  retiring  from  the  enemy ; 
and  as  they  did  so,  the  latter  exclaimed,  "  Oh !  what  an  ever- 
glorious  morning  is  this  !"  The  cry  of  blood  thus  ruthlessly 
spilt,  he  looked  upon  as  a  prelude  to  events  that  would,  in  the 
end,  secure  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  his  country ;  and 
his  soul  expanded  as  he  reflected  over  that  patriotism  that  had 
just  raised  some  of  his  countrymen  superior  to  the  terrors  of 
death,  and  made  them  willing  sacrifices  to  their  country. 
These  were  the  thoughts,  and  not  an  unfeeling  indifference 
to  the  fate  of  others,  that  drew  from  the  enraptured  heart  of 
that  great  man  the  ever-memorable  exclamation,- "  Oh  !  what 
an  ever-glorious  morning  is  this  I" 

The  soldiers  now  marched  on  to  Concord.  Here  the  militia 
again  assembled  upon  a  hill,  near  the  entrance  of  the  town ; 
but  when  they  saw  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  the  light 
infantry  ascending  the  hill,  while  the  grenadiers  continued  on 
the  direct  road  to  Concord,  they  fell  back,  crossed  a  bridge 
north  of  the  town,  where  they  intended  to  wait  for  reinforce- 
ments ;  but  these  not  arriving  in  time,  the  light  infantry  as- 
sailed them  with  great  fury,  and  drove  them  back.  The 
grenadiers,  at  the  same  time,  were  engaged  in  destroying  the 
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military  stores  of  Concord.  They  threw  into  the  river,  and 
into  wells,  500  pounds  of  bullets ;  spiked  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  wasted  some  flour. 

The  minute-men  now  arrived,  and  with  the  militia  who 
had  retreated  over  the  bridge,  and 

**  who 

Knew  when  and  how  to  cut  and  come  again  ;'* 

returned — advanced  boldly  to  the  bridge,  where  a  sharp  ac- 
tion ensued  across  the  river ;  but  the  purpose  of  the  expedition 
being  executed,  the  British  troops  retreated 'precipitately 
towards  Boston,  their  minds  probably  filled  with  sentiments 
something  like  the  following : 

**  — ^-*— — ^—  *  God  save  the  king !'  and  kings— 
For  if  he  do  n%  I  douht  if  men  will  longer — 

I  think  I  hear  a  little  bird,  who  sings, 
The  people  by  and  by  will  be  the  stronger." 

No  sooner  had  the  British  commenced  their  retreat  from 
Concord,  than  the  volunteers,  minute-men,  and  militia,  still 
pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  the  neighbouring  country,  and 
posting  themselves  behind  trees,  walls,  hedges,  and  in  the 
houses,  constantly  annoyed  the  enemy  in.  flank  and  rear, 
driving  them  on  like  a  flock  of  sheep,  until  they  got  back  to 
Lexington. 

A  reinforcement  despatched  by  Governor  Gage,  consisting 
of  sixteen  companies,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Percy,  arrived  at  Lexington  at  the  same 
moment  that  the  British  troops  entered  the  tovni  on  the  op- 
posite side,  with  an  exasperated  people  at  their  backs,  who, 
but  for  this  reinforcement,  would  have  cut  the  enemy  to 
pieces  or  inade  them  prisoners. 

A  loyalist  historian  says  that  '<  Lord  Percy  now  formed  his 
detachment  into  a  square,  in  which  he  enclosed  Colonel 
Smith's  party,  who  were  so  much  exhausted  vrith  fatigue, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  lie  down  for  rest  on  the  ground ; 
their  tongues  hanging  out  of  their  mouths  like  those  of  dogs 
after  a  chase.**  We  are  not  prepared  to  say  how  this  un- 
poetical  comparison  and  rather  equivocal  eulogium  was 
received. 
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However,  after  the  British  got  their  tongues  in  again, 
which  no  doubt  they  did  after  a  rest,  the  two  detachments, 
forming  a  junction,  resumed  their  retreat  towards  Boston, 
harassed  the  whole  way  by  the  Americans.  Although  the 
rear-guard  of  the  enemy  was  protected  by  the  cannon,  which 
repressed  the  impetuosity  of  the  provincials,  their  flanks  and 
front  were  exposed  to  an  incessant  fire.  The  Americans 
loaded  in  the  woods,  behind  trees,  hedges,  or  houses,  raft  to 
cross-roads  and  other  places  where,  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
country,  they  knew  the  British  had  to  pass,  came  on  them 
unexpectedly,  filled,  bid  themselves,  loaded,  came  out  and  fii«d 
again,  honouring  the  officers  with  their  particular  attention. 

Overwhelmed  vrith  fatigue  and  suffering,  the  king's  troops, 
amounting  to  nearly  2000,  arrived  in  Charles  town*  about  sun* 
set,  after  travelling  thirty-five  miles  that  day ;  oppressed  with 
heat,  almost  suffocated  and  blinded  by  the  dust,  and,  above 
all,  exposed  to  a  rather  discordant  prelude  to  the  opening  war 
of  the  Revolution.  The  following  day  they  crossed  over  to 
Boston.  The  British  loss  during  this  harassing  march  was, 
65  killed,  136  wounded,  and  49  missing.  The  loss  of  the 
provincials  amounted  to  88  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  indignation  of  the  British  officers  and  soldiers  was 
unbounded  after  passing  through  this  fiery  ordeal  of ''  an  un- 
disciplined  flock  of  Yankees,*^  as  they  contemptuously  called 
the  people. 

The  news  of  the  a&ir  at  Lexington  rapidly  spread ;  tlie 
war-cry  ruag  throij^  the  land,  and 

"  Fell  an  tlie  sonl  liin  drm  of  fkme," 

arousing  the  hardy  sons  of  freedom  in  the  north  and  the 
south  to  manly  resistance.  They  felt  an  honest  pride  that 
their  slanderers  and  oppressors  had  been  obliged  to  turn  their 
backs,  after  all  their  ridiculous  boasting,  and  take  refuge  be- 
hind the  walls  of  a  city;  and  having  just  driven  them  into 
Boston,  they  now  spoke  of  driving  them  out  of  that  town* 
The  morale  of  the  Americans  was  riiised  to  a  high  degree, 
and  to  keep  the  lighted  torch  of  war  in  a  full  blaze,  the  obse- 
quies of  the  slain  were  celebrated  with  every  mark  of  honour; 
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euk^es  were  pronounced  upon  them  as  the  martyrs  of  liberty, 
and  they  were  constantly  spoken  of  as  models  to  be  imitated 
by  others. 

The.proyincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  now  in  sessicm 
at  Watertown,  ten  miles  from  Boston,  addcessed  a  letter  to 
the  people  of  England,  with  depositions  to  prove  that  the 
royal  troops  were  the  aggressors.  In  conclusion,  they  af- 
firmed their  irrevocable  and  high  reso.ve  to  resist  every  form 
of  tyranny ;  and  appealing  to  Heaven  for  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  they  weie, determined  to  die  or  be  free. 

The  CoQgvoM  abo  vesolvcKl  that  a  levy  should  be  made  in 
the  proviMe  «f  13/600  nmi,  and  chose  for  their  general, 
Colonel  Ward,  an  officer  of  much  reputation,  who  had  served 
in  the  provincial  regiments  during  the  late  war.  The  pro- 
vincials of  New  Hampshire,  Comiectteut,  and  Rhode  Island, 
were  also  in  motion ;  headed  by  General  Putnam,  Colonel 
Stark,  and  General  Greenu  lespedively.  The  first  of  these 
had  served  in  the  two  late  wars,  where  he  had  shown  talent 
and  courage.  The  militia  poured  in  so  fast,  that  an  army  of 
30,000  was  soon  assembled,  forming  an  encampment  of  twelve 
miles  in  aHQDl,  raaching  finam  .the  tirer  Mystic  an  the  left  to 
Roxbury  on  the  right,  enclosing  Boston  in  the  centre.  Grene- 
ral  Ward,  wilh  Ihe  main  body  of  mhoni  0,000  troops,  and 
four  ^oQ^panies  of  artillery,  occupied  Can]dbridge,  at  which 
be  had  £xed  his  head-quarters ;  while  all  the  points  of  h^h 
land,  the  farms,  and  the  main  roads,  were  carefully  defended. 
Lie;utenaBt-GeBeral  Thomas,  whom  the  provincial  Congress 
had  appointed  seicond  in  comnumd,  with  5000  troops,  occu- 
pied Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  He  was  distinguished  for 
talents,  fatriotiam,  and  military  reputation.  The  other  ofli- 
cers  wete  stajtiooed  at  various  places  along  this  extended 
line. 

And  .jx>w,  ye  hiceliqgs  of  a  narrow-minded  hjgoU  what 
tbink  yAUof  ihe  provincials  t  These  are  the  rebeU;  the  un- 
wartfay,  avew-spirited  cowards ;  the  contemptible  militia  of 
an  inwigent  people !  These  are  the  men  you  would  have 
intmidated  with  the  pageantry  of  regal,  parliamentary,  and 
jniKtary  power !    Look  to  your  humbled  position— closely 
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besieged  hj  that  same  people,  who  now  scorn  your  tottering 
power,  and  who,  appealing  from  tyranny  to  God,  are  proud 
of  the  noble,  the  grand,  the  sublime  death  of  the  patriot. 
Look  to  your  crouching  liony — the  eagle  will  yet  flap  his 
wings  in  triumph  over  his  mangled  carcass,  and  the  good  and 
the  wise  in  other  countries  will  hail  the  happy  omen  of  a 
world  liberated  from  the  thraldom  of  ages. 


«* \  The  bright  day  is  dawning,  when  the  West 

No  more  shall  crouch  before  old  England's  crest ; 
When  men  who  claim  thy  birthright,  Liberty, 
Shall  burst  their  leading-stringsb  and  dare  be  free ; 
Nor,  while  they  boast  thy  bleesingB,  trembling  tUmd 
Like  dastard  slaves  befbre  her,  cop  in  A«yuL** 


CHAPTER   III. 

Warlike  Pnptrations  throughout  the  Colonies— Tioonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
taken-'Taking  of  Skeenesborooghand  GaniBon. 

«« In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah,  and  of  the  Continental  CongreBs.*' 

-Why,  take  it; 


Fm  all  submisBKHi ;  what  you'd  have  it, 

While  the  theatre  of  war  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston, 
other  provinces  were  making  active  preparations  for  doing 
their  part. 

The  city  of  New  York,  where  the  English  had  the  most 
friends,  and  which  had  hitherto  manifested  such  reserve,  be- 
came enthusiastic  in  the  common  cause  with  the  colonies, 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington.  The  inhabitants  adopted  the 
resolutions  of  the  general  Congress :  military  training  was 
commenced  and  steadily  pursued ;  the  arms  and  ammunition 
deposited  in  the  royal  magazines  were  seized;  the  women 
and  children  were  removed  from  the  seat  of  danger,  and  every 
preparation  was  made  to  defend  themselves ;  and  in  case  of 
failure  it  was  resolved  to  destroy  the  city  by  fire  I  This  threat 
perhaps  had  a  tendency  to  bring  over  some  of  the  tories^  as 
the  adherents  of  the  king  were  called,  since  the  time  of  the 
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«  Boston  port  bill,"  to  distinguish  them  from  the  whigs,  wlio 
favoured  the  cause  of  Boston. 

In  South  Carolina  the  people  received  the  intelligence  of 
the  battle  of  Lexington  with  surprise  and  apprehension. 
Exposed  to  the  formidable  squadrons  of  Great  Britain  along 
their  entire  coast,  200  miles  in  length,  without  possessing 
arms  and  ammunition  themselves,  placed  them  in  a  very  cri- 
tical situation,  especially  as  their  own  slaves  might  be  bribed 
to  massacre  their  masters.  The  people,  however,  were  not 
to  be  intimidated  by  their  unfavourable  position,  but  on  the 
night  subsequent  to  the  advice  of  the  hostilities  at  Lexington, 
they  rushed  to  the  arsenal,  took  all  the  arms  and  ammunition, 
and  distributed  them  among  the  soldiers  in  the  pay  of  the 
province.  A  provincial  Congress  was  convoked,  where  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Carolinas  be  united  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  march,  whenever  and 
wherever  the  Congress,  whether  general  or  provincial,  should 
judge  necessary. 

In  New  Jersey  troops  were  levied,  and  the  provincial  trea- 
sure was  taken  possession  of  by  the  people  to  pay  these 
troops. 

Maryland  was  in  motion.  The  military  stores  and  public 
magazines  at  Baltimore  were  taken  by  the  people,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  they  found  1500  muskets. 

The  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  passed  such  resolutions  as 
they  deemed  best  calculated  to  defend  the  common  cause, 
notwithstanding  the  tardy  movements  of  the  Quakers,  with 
their  pacific  ideas.  The  spirit,  however,  moved  even  them 
at  last  to  lean  on  the  side  of  the  provincials.  It  may  here  be 
remarked  that  "  The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  convened 
about  the  close  of  the  year  1774,  was  the  first  constitutional 
authority  which  ratified,  formally,  all  the  acts  of  Congress, 
and  elected  deputies  for  the  ensuing.  A  convention  having 
soon  after  been  formed  in  this  province,  it  was  therein  de- 
clared that,  if  the  petition  of  Congress  was  rejected,  and  the 
government  should  persist  in  attempting  to  execute  by  force 
the  late  arbitrary  acts  of  Parliament,  it  would  then  be  requi- 
site to  resist  also  with  open  force,  and  defend,  at  all  hazards. 
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the  rights  and  liberties  of  America.  Not  content  with  words, 
this  Assembly  recommended  that  provisions  should  be  made 
of  salty  gunpowder^  sallpetref  irony  steel,  and  other  munitions 
of  wit  I*.  Charles  Thomson,  and  Thomas,  afterwards  General 
Mifflin,  both  men  of  great  influence  in  the  province,  and 
much  distinguished  for  their  intellectual  endowments,  were 
very  active  on  the  occasion,  and  by  their  exerticms  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  convention  vrere  executed  with  singular  prompt- 
itude and  vigour." 

The  provincial  Congress  of  Virginia,  convened  in  the  month 
of  March,  had  recommended  that  volunteers  should  be  raised 
in  each  county.  The  governor,  Lord  Dunmore,  at  these  pro- 
ceedings became  exceedingly  indignanf ;  and  apprehending 
the  people  intended  to  take  possession  of  the  public  magazine 
at  Williamsburg,  he  had  all  the  powder  conveyed  on  board 
an  armed  vessel,  anchored  in  James  river,  in  the  night.  The 
people,  violently  exasperated,  flew  to  arms,  but  the  municipal 
council  interposing,  succeeded  in  repressing  the  tumult  and 
restoring  tranquillity. 

The  barbarous  menaces  of  the  governor  to  arm  the  blacks 
against  their  masters,  and  to  destroy  the  city,  spread  the 
spirit  of  resistance  anew  like  a  mighty  conflagration  through 
the  colony.  Meetings  were  held  in  all  the  counties,  where 
the  conduct  and  menaces  of  the  governor  were  denounced 
with  great  asperity ;  and  in  the  county  of  Hanover  and 
around  it,  the  people  took  up  arms,  and,  commanded  by  Pat- 
rick Henry,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  general  Congress, 
marched  against  the  city  of  Williamsburg  to  demand  resti- 
tution of  the  powder,  and  to  secure  the  public  treasury 
against  the  attempts  of  the  governor.  After  some  of  these 
volunteers  had  arrived  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  a  parley 
was  opened — ^tranquillity  was  restored  for  the  present,  and 
the  people  returned  to  their  homes. 

The  governor  now  resorted  to  fhe  usual  plan  of  tyrants  or 
their  agents  for  supporting  a  sinking  power  against  reascm 
and  justice.  He  fortified  his  palace  as  strongly  as  possible, 
plac^  a  garrison  of  marines  within,  and  surrounded  it  with 
artillery !    From  this  palace,  prison,  or  fortification,  his  lord- 
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ship  issued  a  proclamation,  declaring  Henry  and  his  followers 
rebels,  and  attributed  the  present  conunotions  to  the  disaflfec- 
tion  of  the  people.  These  were  certainly  not  the  most  pru- 
dent measures  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  an  insulted  com- 
munity. 

The  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  not  satisfied  with  mere 
legislation,  undertook  a  very  important  enterprise.  Expect- 
ing the  war  to  continue,  and  knowing  the  importance  of  occu- 
pying the  fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  they 
resolved  to  take  them  by  surprise. 

The  first  of  these,  standing  on  Lake  Champlain,  near  the 
north  end  of  Lake  George,  upon  the  frontier,  at  the  very  en- 
trance of  Canada ;  and  the  other  near  the  southern  extremity 
of  Lake  Champli^in,  form  the  gates  or  keys  of  that  province ; 
and  whoever  occupied  these  posts  coukl  prevent  ail  commu- 
nication between  it  and  the  col<mies.  It  was  also  known  Aat 
the  fortresses,  though  furnished  with  a  very  numerous  artil- 
lery, of  which  the  Americans  were  much  in  need,  were  left 
to  the  chargQ  of  a  feeble  detachment,  the  Governor  of  Canada 
not  aj^rehendii^  any  danger.  To  strike  such  a  bold  blow, 
successfully,  in  the  first  warlike  operations,  would  also  have 
the  effect  of  stimulating  the  ardour  of  the  people. 

The  troops  were  assembled  at  Castleton,  on  the  great  road 
to  Ticonderoga,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen. 
The  greater  number  coming  from  the  Green  Mountains,  called 
themselves  Green  Mountain  Boys.  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold, 
a  man  possessed  of  extraordinary  genius  and  an  intrepidity 
which  at  times  almost  resembled  madness,  had  actually  con- 
ceived the  same  plan.  He  had  conferred  with  the  committee 
of  safety  of  Massachusetts,  who  appointed  him  Colonel,  and 
gave  him  authority  to  levy  soldiers.  When  Arnold  arrived 
at  Castleton,  he  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  himself  an- 
ticipated ;  but  determined  to  have  a  fight,  at  all  events,  he 
placed  himself  mider  the  comnkand  of  Colonel  Allen,  and 
they  proceeded  to  execute  their  enterprise. 

Posting  sentinels  upon  the  roads,  the  eoBMnanden  of  the 
fortresses  did  not  receive  intelligence  of  their  approach.  If 
this  precaution  had  been  negleeted,  reinforeeneBts  would 
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have  beeo  drawn  from  the  neighbouring  fortress  of  St.  John. 
Arriving  at  lake  Champlain  in  the  night,  opposite  Tieonderoga, 
Allen  and  Arnold  crossed  over  to  the  other  bank,  near  the 
fortress.  At  day-break,  while  the  garrison  was  yet  asleep, 
they  entered  by  the  covered  way,  arrived  upon  the  esplanade, 
raised  a  deafening  shout  of  victory,  and  made  all  the  noise 
and  uproar  in  their  power.  The  soldiers  of  the  garrison 
started  up  from  their  sleep,  and  immediately  commenced 
firing.  A  scuffle  took  place,  but  the  British  commander  ap- 
pearing, Allen  demanded  the  fort.  "  By  what  authority  V 
asked  the  commander.  ''  In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah, 
and  the  Continental  Congress,"  said  Allen.  Such  a  startling 
declaration  might  have  overawed  Cerberus  himself.  The 
efiect  was  the  obedience  of  the  summons,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  fort,  with  all  its  stores.  Allen  did  not  act  under  the 
authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  though  he  took  the  fort 
in  its  name.  He  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut  alone.  The  Americans  obtained  at  this  fort,  120 
pieces  of  brass  cannon,  several  howitzers  and  mortars,  1 
cohorn,  bombs,  10  tons  of  musket  balls,  3  cart-loads  of  flints, 
30  new  carriages,  30  barrels  of  flour,  and  18  of  pork,  &c. 

Crown  Point  was  taken  soon  after,  without  difliculty,  where 
over  100  pieces  of  artillery  were  found. 

With  a  view  to  control  the  lake,  our  heroes  armed  a 
schooner,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Arnold,  while 
Allen  was  to  bring  on  his  men  upon  flat-boats,  to  take  the 
only  ship  of  the  royal  navy  then  on  the  lake,  and  which  the 
English  kept  at  anchor  near  fort  St.  John.  Arnold,  with  a 
favourable  wind,  soon  left  the  boats  in  the  rear,  and  coming 
alongside  of  the  British  ship,  he  took  possession  of  it  without 
resistance,  and  returned  with  his  prize  to  Ticonderoga. 

Allen,  also,  surprised  and  took  Skeenesborough,  with  its 
garrison.  Having  appointed  Arnold  to  command  the  fortresses 
in  chief,  Allen  retun^  to  Connecticut. 

If  we  felt  disposed  continually  to  remind  the  reader  of  our 

'  promise  to  give  the  war  maxims  of  owr  heroes  practically,  we 

might  here  say,  for  Allen  and  Arnold,  secrecy,  despatch,  and 


1775.] 


RBVOLUnOH. 


235 


intrepid  courage,  are  the  commencement  of  victory.  These 
were  the  principles  by  which  they  were  governed  in  these 
saccessful  enterprises. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

InYestment  of  Boston  continued— -Scarcity  of  Provisions—Reinforoemem  of 
Troops  nnder  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne—Two  Plana  to  extricate  themselves 
—Both  defeated— Battle  of  Breed's  HUK*Letter  of  General  Gage— Observations 
in  Opposition  Vvpets  in  London— Eulogiam  on  Dr.  Warren. 


««  I  And  darest  thou  then 

To  beard  the  lion  in  his  den, 
The  Douglass  in  his  hall  V 

**  As  the  noise  of  the  troubled  ocean  when  roll  the  waves  on  high,  as  the 
last  peal  of  thundering  heaven,  such  is  the  noise  ofbattle.  Though  Cornuic's 
bundled  bards  were  there,  feeble  were  the  voice  of  a  hundred  bards  to  send 
the  deaths  to  future  times ;  for  many  were  the  deaths  of  the  heroes,  and 
wide  poured  the  blood  of  the  valiant*' 

Thb  close  investment  of  Boston  by  the  provincials,  and 
their  exertions  to  intercept  from  the  English  all  supplies  of 
provisions,  gave  occasion  to  frequent  skirmishes  upon  Noddle's 
and  Hog  Islands,  both  situated  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  and 
to  v^hich  the  British  frequently  v^ent  in  quest  of  provisions. 
These  islands  abounding  in  forage  and  cattle,  the  provincials 
resolved  to  destroy  the  one,  and  drive  off  the  other.  The 
royalists,  vrho  were  fighting  for  subsistence,  made  a  most 
vigorous  resistance,  but  virithout  any  other  effect  than  inspir- 
ing the  Americans  v^ith  greater  confidence  in  themselves. 
The  garrison  of  Boston,  already  suffering  for  want  of  food, 
felt  the  effects  of  these  daring  enterprises  of  the  besiegers 
with  peculiar  severity. 

The  besiegers  hoped  that  by  such  proceedings  the  governor 
would  be  compelled  to  consent  to  the  departure  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Boston,  who  had  no  other  resource  but  from  the 
magazines  of  the  king;  but  the  governor  considering  the 
people  as  so  many  hostages  for  the  safety  of  his  garrison, 
would  not  even  allow  the  women  and  children  to  leave  the 
city;  apprehensive  that  after  their  removal  the  Americans 
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might  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  assaok.  Pressed  by 
necessity,  however,  General  Gage  at  last  acceded  to  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  the  citizens  were  allowed  to  retire  from 
the  city  with  their  effects,  provided  they  first  deposited  their 
arms  in  Faneuil  Hall.  They  now  commenced  moving  out  of 
the  city,  but  the  governor,  either  unwilling  to  deprive  himself 
entirely  of  hostages,  or  alarmed  at  the  rumour  that  the  in- 
surgents intended  to  fire  the  city,  soon  began  to  refiise  passes. 
It  has  been  said  that  in  granting,  passports  to  some  and  not  to 
others,  he  studied  to  divide  families;  separating  husbands 
from  their  wives,  fathers  from  their  children,  brothers  from 
each  other.  Such  cruelty,  if  true,  needs  no  comment.  Those 
affected  with  small-pox  w^e  allowed  to  depart,  as  many  sup- 
posed, with  the  barbarous  intention  of  spreadii^  the  con* 
tagioHs  disease  among  the  rebels  I  We  hope,  howev^*,  for 
the  sake  of  haman  nature,  that  the  spreading  of  this  formidaible 
disease  throughout  the  province,  was  rather  the  result  of 
ignorance  or  culpable  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  governor, 
than  any  malicioas  intentKMi. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Leiiagton,  the  nmnber  of 
troops  in  Boston  amounted  to  4000,  but  about  the  end  of  May 
and  beginnuig  of  June,  the  retnforcemeBts  expected  by  Gen- 
eral Gage  arrived  at  Boston,  with  the  diatingui^ed  Generals 
Howe,  Clinton,  and  Biurgoyse,  to  OMnmand  tinm ;  increasing 
the  army  to  12,000  men. 

Encouraged  by  this  accessioii  of  strength,  bummg  with 
iodigaation  at  tbe  thought  that  the  soldiers  of  the  kii^  of 
England,  renovmed  fw  their  brHliant-achieireine&ts,  were  now 
in^risQaed  in  a  city  by  thoae  who  had  already  made  them 
turn  their  backs  and  seek  safety  in  flight ;  and  being  moreover 
alarmed  at  the  increasing  scarcity  of  ibtxl,  the  English  troops 
wore  exoeediiigly  dissiffoiis  of  proving  their  gpoat  superiority 
over  tbe  herds  of  ^Userican  n^kia.  The  provincials  invest* 
ing  BoBton,  fall  of  ardoar  and  coaaage,  inspimt  by  a  righte- 
ous caiaae  and  pieeedii^  aocotases,  vsere-no  len  eagor  fer  the 
hour  of  battle  to  amve. 

The  Eagtish  fsaeitals  sew  begsn  to  idelibtrate  i^an  the 
flftost  .expedient  plan  of  esirioatiafg  theniBBiros  ftum  this  tian- 


1775.] 


RETOLUTION. 


237 


gerous  position.  The  situation  of  Boston  naturally  suggested 
two  ways  by  which  they  might  issue  from  the  city  into  the 
country. 

But  before  we  proceed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  aid  the 
imagination  of  the  reader  by  a  brief  sketch  of  the  relative 
situations  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  in  the  latter  of  which 
was  fought  the  sanguinary  and  ever-memorable  battle  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  as  it  is  called,  though  the  battle  was  really  fought 
on  Breed's  Hill. 

There  are  two  peninsulas ;  on  the  one  we  have  Boston,  on 
the  other,  Charlestown.  That  of  Charlestown  has  the  shape 
of  a  pear,  the  stem  uniting  it  to  the  mainland,  while  the  end 
extends  towards  the  harbour.  Breed's  Hill  and  Bunker's 
Hill  swell  out  from  its  surface.  The  first  of  these  overlooks 
Charlestown,  and  constitutes  that  part  of  the  peninsula  nearest 
to  Boston,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Charles  river. 
Bunker's  Hill  is  situated  farther  from  Boston,  towards  Charles- 
town Neck.  The  Mystic  or  Medford  river,  on  the  north, 
washes  the  farther  shore  of  this  peninsula. 

« brevity  is  very  good 

When  we  are,  or  are  not  understood/* 

We  are  fully  satisfied^  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
singular  location  of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  that  this  short 
sketch  is  sufficient  in  a  military  point  of  view,  and  that  a 
more  minute  account  would  only  create  confusion.  If  the 
reader  ever  visits  Boston  (if  he  has  not  done  so  already),  let 
him  go  up  into  the  tower  of  the  State  House.  The  janitor 
will  furnish  you  with  a  very  small  map  (that  points  out 
nothing),  to  enable  you  to  understand  the  reality. 

The  two  ways  by  which  the  British  might  leave  Boston 
are  now  very  obvious ;  one,  to  sally  from  Boston  Neck  and 
attack  the  American  entrenchments  at  Roxbury ;  the  other, 
was  to  cross  the  Charles  river,  traverse  that  peninsula,  pass 
•ut  by  its  isthmus  or  neck,  and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the 
heights  near  the  Mystic  river.  This  will  demonstrate  the 
propriety  of  the  Americans  extending  their  encampment  from 
Roxbury  to  this  river. 

General  Grage  had  for  some  time  intended  to  attempt  the 
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first  plan.  By  issuing  from  the  strong  fortifications  of  Boston 
Neck,  he  could  calculate  upon  a  safe  retreat  in  case  he  was 
defeated.  Secrecy,  so  essential  to  insure  success  in  military 
movements,  was,  certainly,  not  favoured  by  the  detention  of 
the  Bostonians  in  their  city,  especially  as  many  carried  news 
to  the  American  army  by  swimming  across  the  rivers,  and  in 
small  boats.  The  plan  of  the  general,  by  some  means,  was 
made  known  to  the  Americans,  who  strengthened  their 
entrenchments  with  parapets  and  palisades;  concentrated 
their  artillery  and  reinforced  this  part  of  the  army.  These 
dreadful  notes  of  preparation  turned  the  attention  of  the 
English  to  the  Neck  of  Charlestown.  Again  the  secret  was 
divulged,  and  strenuous  endeavours  were  quickly  made  to 
defeat  the  new  project  of  the  enemy,  who  had  intended  to 
fortify  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  18th  of  June. 

On  Friday,  June  16th,  General  Ward  issued  orders  to 
Colonels  William  Prescott  and  Bridge,  and  to  the  commandant 
of  Colonel  Frye's  regiment,  to  have  their  men  ready  for  im- 
mediate service.  These  were  all  farmers,  habituated  to  hard 
labour  in  the  sun.  A  company  of  artillery,  and  120  men 
from  the  Connecticut  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Knowlton,  were  included  in  the  order.  Colonel  Gridley  was 
chief  engmeer.  About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  detachment 
of  1000  men  moved  from  Cambridge,  and  passed  silently  over 
Charlestown  Nec^k ;  but  instead  of  fortifying  the  heights  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  Colonel  Prescott,  with  two  sergeants  carrying 
dark  lanterns  leading  the  way,  advanced  to  Breed's  Hill, 
where  he  entrenched  himself  by  the  rules  of  art. 

Whether  the  colonel  was  determined  to  beard  the  lion  in 
his  den,  or  whether  his  fortifying  Breed's  Hill  was  really  a 
mistake,  as  subsequently  spoken  of  in  an  account  of  the  bat- 
tle, prepared  by  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  we  shall  not 
attempt  to  decide.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  he  placed  the 
garrison  of  Boston  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  reduced 
himself  and  the  enemy  to  the  necessity  of  coming  to  action 
without  delay. 

When  the  detachment  had  passed  the  neck,  it  was  for  some 
time  undecided  as  to  the  position  to  be  taken.    Time,  how- 
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ever,  was  too  precious  for  long  deliberation.  The  engineer 
again  and  again  most  earnestly  warned  the  officers  that  longer 
delay  would  defeat  all  their  operations,  and  when  the  clock 
struck  twelve  the  work  was  commenced  on  Breed's  Hill,  and 
carried  on  with  the  most  astonishing  ardour  and  enthusiasm. 
What  is  most  surprising  is,  that  although  the  peninsula  was 
almost  surrounded  with  ships  of  war  and  transports,  the 
Americans  worked  so  silently,  that  they  were  not  heard.  A 
guard  was  stationed  on  the  Charlestown  shore  nearest  to 
Boston  to  prevent  surprise ;  and  Prescott  himself  went  there 
and  heard  from  the  enemy's  sentries,  when  relieving  guard, 
the  cry,  "  All's  well."  He  returned  to  the  hill,  and,  after  a 
short  interval,  thinking  it  could  not  be  possible  that  the  ene- 
my were  so  dull  of  hearing,  he  went  to  the  shore  a  second 
time,  and  'finding  all  quiet,  withdrew  the  guard,  to  make  use 
of  their  hands  instead  of  their  earsj  and  employed  them  on 
the  works. 

The  entrenchments  consisted  of  a  redoubt  and  a  breast- 
work, formed  entirely  of  the  earth  thrown  up  by  the  spade. 
The  redoubt  was  eight  rods  square,  and  the  breastwork 
nearly  four  hundred  feet  long. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  break  of  day,  the  alarm 
was  'given  at  Boston,  by  a  cannonade  upon  the  American 
works  from  the  ship  of  war  Lively.  The  English  generals 
could  hardly  credit  their  senses  on  finding  that  the  provin- 
cials had  anticipated  them  in  an  enterprise  upon  which  they 
had  deliberately  decided ;  and  their  energies  were,  for  a  time, 
almost  paralyzed  with  amazement.  But  no  time  was  to  be 
lost.  The  provincials  were  still  at  work  with  untiring  in- 
dustry ;  and  as  the  height  of  Breed's  Hill  commands  Boston, 
the  city  was  no  longer  tenable,  if  they  were  allowed  time  to 
erect  a  battery  upon  this  eminence. 

A  few  moments  before  the  action,  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  a 
man  of  great  authority  and  universally  beloved,  arrived  with 
some  reinforcements.  He  had  been  appointed  general  on  the 
J  14th,  but  had  not  yet  taken  his  commission.  He  served, 
therefore,  as  a  volunteer.  General  Pomeroy,  old  as  he  was, 
borrowed  a  horse  from  General  Ward,  at  Cambridge,  to  has- 
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ten  to  the  scene  of  action ;  but  when  he  antTed  at  Charles* 
town  Neck,  apprehensive  thai  the  hot  fire  which  raked  it 
might  prove  fiital  to  the  borrowed  horse,  he  gave  him  into 
the  care  of  a  sentry  and  went  on  foot  to  the  field  of  strife, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  Connecticut  troops,  to  whom 
his  form  and  countenance  were  well  known,  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  applause.  General  Putnam  directed  in  chief, 
holding  himself  ready  to  repair  to  any  place  where  his  pre- 
sence was  wanted. 

The  dreadful  preparations  are  witnessed  by  thousands  of 
people  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  steeples,  and  roofe  of  the 
houses,  with  the  most  intense  anxiety.  The  British  open  a 
general  fire  of  the  artillery  of  Boston,  of  the  fleet,  and  of  the 
floating  batteries  stationed  around  the  Boston  peninsula. 
The  terrible  roar  of  the  artillery  shakes  the  dwellings  far 
and  near,  and  echoes  over  earth  and  sea ;  the  air  is  filled 
with  fire,  smoke  and  dust ;  the  bombs  and  balls  fall  upon  the 
American  works  as  thunderbolts  hurled  from  the  sky  amid 
some  unwonted  and  direful  tempest;  but  still  the  sons  of 
freedom  continue  their  works  with  unshak^i  constancy  and 
unabating  courage,  perfectly  consistent  with  the  motto  in- 
scribed upon  their  banners ;  on  one  side  of  which  they  had 
these  words,  **  An  Appeal  to  Heaven  t''  and  on  the  other  the 
motto  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  *'  Qui  trangtulit  sustinet," 
He  who  has  brought  us  hither,  preserves  and  supports  us. 
This  was  the  motto  of  their  fiithers  after  they  had  fled  from 
tyranny  to  a  place  of  refuge,  and  they  themselves  now  con- 
fided in  the  protection  of  that  same  Providence.  Hour  after 
hour  passed  away,  which  still  found  the  Americans,  almost 
overcome  with  the  excessive  heat  and  fatigue,  labour  inces- 
santly, though 

«* fegt  and  hot 

Against  them  poiir'd  the  ceaaeiess  shot. 

With  inafaatinf  fiiiy  sent ; 

******* 

And  thunder-like  the  pealing  din 
Rose  ftom  each  heated  culverin ; 
And  here  and  there  some  crackling^  dome 
Was  fifed  before  the  exploding  bomb : 
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And  as  ihe  fitlnric  sank  beaeath 

The  flhattering  shell's  volcanic  breath, 

In  red  and  wreathing  columns  flashed 

The  flame,  as  loud  the  ruin  crash'd ; 

Or  into  countless  meteors  driven. 

Its  earth-stazs  melted  mto  heaven ; 

Whose  clouds  that  day  grew  doubly  dun, 

Impervious  to  the  hidden  sun, 

With  volumed  smoke,  that  slowly  grew 

To  one  wide  sky  of  sulphurous  hue." 

This  all  ended  in  smoke,  and  the  British  generals  were  con- 
vinced tliat  there  remained  no  other  hope  of  driving  the 
Americans  from  their  formidable  position  but  by  assault. 

**  Never  was  horde  of  tyrants  met 
With  bloodier  welcome— never  yet 
To  patriot  vengeance  hath  the  sword 
More  terrible  libations  poiur'd !" 

The  British  troops  were  put  in  motion ;  and  the  American 
officers  reflected  that  the  trench  of  their  left  wing»  extending 
towards  the  Mystic  river,  did  not  reach  that  river,  and  that 
here  was  their  most  vulnerable  place.  They  resolved  to  ob- 
struct this  passage  by  two  parallel  palisades  of  fence*rails, 
and  fill  up  the  interval  between  them  with  hay  lately  mown, 
and  yet  on  the  field.  Prescott,  who  had  frequently  mounted 
the  works,  with  his  bald  head  uncovered,  and  his  commanding 
form,  seemed  a  true  personification  of  patriotism.  He  infused 
a  new  spirit  into  men  already  full  of  heroic  energy.  When 
he  ordered  a  guard  to  the  ferry  to  prevent  a  landing,  he  was 
seen  by  General  Gage,  who  was  reconnoitring  finom  Copp's 
Hill,  in  Boston.  '<  Who  is  that  officer,  commanding?"  inquired 
Gage  of  Counsellor  Willard,  by  his  side.  The  answer  was, 
'*  Colonel  Prescott ;"  who,  in  fact,  was  Willard's  brother-in- 
law.  "Will  he  fight  r  asked  Gage.  « Yes,  sir,"  said  the 
other,  **  depend  upon  it,  to  the  last  drop  of  blood  in  him;  but 
I  cannot  answer  for  his  men."  His  men,  however,  socm 
answered  for  themselves. 

At  noon,  the  British  troops,  about  4000  in  number,  left 

Boston,  and  approached  the  peninsula  in  barges,  formed  in 

two  parallel  lines,  and  landed  at  Moreton's  Point  without 
_  _ 
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meeting  resistance,  as  the  fire  of  artillery  protected  the  de- 
barcation,  by  forcing  the  Americans  to  keep  within  their 
entrenchments.  The  enemy  advanced  slowly  against  the 
redoubt  and  trench,  with  their  bright  firelocks  and  bayonets 
glittering  in  the  sun,  halting  from  time  to  time  for  the  artil- 
Iciy  to  come  up,  to  injure  the  works  previous  to  the  assault. 
Nearer  and  nearer  they  came,  in  terrible  array,  commanded 
by  Generals  Howe  and  Pigot ;  Colonels  Nesbit,  Abercrombie, 
and  Clarke;  Majors  Butler,  Williams,  Bruce,  Spendlove, 
Smelt,  Mitchell,  Pitcairn,  Short,  Small,  and  Lord  Rawdon,&c. 

As  the  Americans  had  no  powder  and  balls  to  waste,  the 
ofiicers  commanded  tiieir  men  to  suffer  the  enemy  to  approach 
within  eight  rods  of  the  works  before  they  commenced  firing. 
The  men  could  scarcely  be  restrained,  and  a  few  discharged 
their  guns.  Prescott,  in  a  rage  at  this  disobedience,  vowed 
vengeance  to  the  next  who  should  act  contrary  to  his  orders ; 
promising,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  the  command  at  the 
proper  time.  His  11.  u tenant-colonel,  Robinson,  mounted  the 
works,  and  ran  round  on  the  top,  knocking  up  the  muskets 
levelled  at  the  enemy.  The  orders  to  fire  were  now  given* 
The  Americans  took  deliberate  aim,  and  one  continuous  blaze 
made  frightful  havoc,  and  soon  crimsoned  the  tall  grass  with 
the  life-blood  of  hundreds  of  the  enemy.  The  front  rank  was 
almost  annihilated,  and  as  others  took  the  place  of  the  slain, 
their  own  blood  soon  swelled  the  dreadful  tide  around  them. 
Some  of  the  Americans  fired  incessantly,  while  others  loaded 
fa"  them,  thus  giving  a  dreadful  facility  to  mow  down  the 
approaching  enemy.  Some  of  the  wounded  were  seen  crawl- 
ing, with  the  last  energies  of  life,  from  the  gory  heaps  of  the 
dead  and  the  dying,  among  whom  the  officers  bore  the  greatest 
proportion.  The  ranks  of  the  assailants  being  thinned  and 
broken,  they  fled  in  disorder  to  their  place  of  landing,  and 
some  rushed  headlong  into  the  boats.  The  field  was  covered 
with  the  slain.  The  shouts  of  victory  now  inspired  the  souls 
of  men  with  new  and  unwonted  zeal  for  their  sacred  cause, 
while  they  fell  upon  the  ears  of  the"  British  as  harbingers  of 
death  and  disgrace. 

The  venerable  Mr.  Thaxtor,  a  clergyman,  still  knelt  on  the 
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hattle-field,  with  his  hands  raised  to  heaven ;  his  grey  head 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the  bullets  hissing  around 
him.  He  prayed  fervently  to  Grod  for  the  delivery  of  his 
country. 

"It  was  an  hour  of  fear  and  dread : 

High  rose  the  battle-cry, 
And  round,  in  heavy  volumes,  spread 

The  war-cloud  to  tJie  sky. 

'Twas  not  as  when,  in  rival  strength, 

Contending  nations  meet, 
Or  love  of  conquest  madly  hurls 

A  monarch  from  his  seat: 

Bat  many  a  warm-cemented  tie 

Was  riven  *in  anguish  wild, 
Ere  with  a  foeman's  vengeful  eye 

The  parent  met  the  child. 

0*er  the  green  hill's  beleaguer'd  breast 

Swept  on  the  conflict  high, 
And  many  a  gallant  leader  press'd 

The  trampled  turf,  to  die. 

Yet  one  was  there,  unused  to  tread 

The  path  of  mortal  strife, 
Who  but  the  Saviour's  flock  had  led 

Beside  the  fount  of  life. 

He  knelt  him  where  the  black  smoke  wreathed; 

His  head  was  bow'd  and  bare. 
While,  for  an  infant  land,  he  breathed 

The  agony  of  prayer. 

The  shafts  of  death  flew  thick  and  fiist, 

'Mid  shrieks  of  ire  and  pain; 
Wide  waved  his  white  locks  on  the  blast. 

And  round  him  fell  the  slain. 

Yet  still,  with  fervency  intense. 

He  press'd  the  endanger'd  q>ot. 
The  selfish  thought,  the  shrinking  sense, 

O^ermaster'd  and  forgot 

'Twould  seem  as  if  a  marble  form. 

Wrought  in  some  quarried  height. 
Were  fiz'd  amid  the  battle-storm, 

Save  that  the  eye  was  bright — 
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Save  that  the  deeply-heaving  breast, 

The  hand,  upraised  in  air, 
The  mute,  yet  moving  lip,  expressed 

That  strong  life  i^Testled  there. 

Then  loud,  upon  their  native  soil, 

Peal'd  forth  the  victors*  cry. 
And,  thinned  beneath  the  desperate  toil, 

The  wearied  host  swept  by. 

But,  *mid*that  new  and  fierce  delight, 

Oh !  chie&  of  other  days  I 
Gave  ye  your  felchions  broad  and  bright, 

Your  own  right  arms  the  praise? 

Or  thought  ye  still  how  many  a  prayer, 

Amid  the  deathfo]  fiay, 
From  cottage  homes  and  hearts  of  care, 

Upheld  your  host  that  day? 

The  column,  red  with  early  mom, 

May  tower  o^er  Bunker^s  height, 
And  proudly  tell  a  race  unborn 

Their  patriot  fathers'  might: — 

But  thou,  oh!  patriarch,  old  and  grey, 

Thou  prophet  of  the  free, 
Who  knelt  amid  the  dead  that  day, 

What  &me  shall  riee  to  thee? 

It  is  not  meet  that  brass  or  stone, 

Which  feel  the  touch  of  time, 
Should  keep  the  record  of  a  fiiith 

That  woke  thy  deed  sublime: 

We  trace  it  on  a  tablet  fair. 

Which  glows  when  stars  are  pale, 
A  promise  that  the  good  man's  prayer 

Shall  with  his  God  prevail" 

The  British  officers  were  running  in  every  direction  after 
th^  repulse,  with  promises,  exhortations,  and  with  threats, 
attempting  to  rally  the  scattered  troops  for  a  second  attack. 
Greneral  Howe  sent  orders  to  Burgoyne  and  Clinton,  (who 
were  on  Copp's  Hill,  in  Boston,  from  which  a  fire  of  artillery 
had  been  kept  up  during  the  day,)  to  fire  Charlestown.  One 
object  of  Howe  probably  was,  that  the  fire  and  smoke  might 
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cover  his  advance ;  another,  to  dislodge  the  Americans  who 
had  taken  shelter  there,  and  had  annoyed  the  British  left 
wing.  Carcasses  are  thrown  from  Copp's  Hill  into  the  fated 
town>  which  is  soon  enveloped  in  flames,  which,  excited  by 
the  wind,  spread  rapidly  into  a  fearful  conflagration. 

The  British  having  again  advanced  near  the  entrenchments, 
the  Americans,  who  as  before,  had  reserved  their  fire  until 
it  could  take  full  eflfect,  showered  another  volley  of  bullets 
on  the  enemy.  .«  To  the  volleys  of  musketry  and  the  roar 
of  cannon  ;  to  the  shouts  of  the  fighting  and  the  groans  of  the 
dying;  to  the  dark  and  awful  atmosphere  of  smoke,  envelop- 
ing the  whole  peninsula,  and  illumined  in  every  quarter  by 
the  streams  of  fire  from  the  various  instruments  of  death;  the 
conflagration  of  six  hundred  buildings  added  a  gloomy  and 
amazing  grandeur.  In  the  midst  of  this  waving  lake  of 
flame,  the  lofty  steeple,  converted  into  a  blazing  pyramid, 
towered  and  trembled  over  the  vast  pyre,  and  finished  the 
scene  of  desolation.^'  Overwhelmed  and  routed,  the  British 
again  fled  to  their  landing.  A  second  time  the  shouts  of  vic- 
tory ascended  to  the  skies,  while  joy  reigned  triumphant  in 
every  patriotic  breast. 

"  The  hot  air  shakes !  the  mountains  jar ! 
As  echo  rolls  the  din  afar, 

Through  all  their  startled  caves. 
Hark  that  fierce  shout ! — ^the  field  is  won ! 
Awakes  the  breeze,— out  bursts  the  sun ! 
Who9€  banners  catch  his  glowing  dyes,* 
As  back  the  driven  war-cloud  flies? 
Freedom ! — what  host  from  vengeance  flies? 

A  despot's  beaten  slaves !" 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  and  musketry  ceased  for  a  time ; 
the  suffocating  smoke  rolled  away,  disclosing  an  aveful  spec- 
tacle to  the  soldiers  and  the  swarmsof  spectators  of  every 
rank,  age,  and  sex,  on  the  houses,  the  hills,  and  the  circum- 
jacent fields.  They  heard  the  agonizing  yells,  the  piercing 
shrieks,  the  prayers  and  invocations,  the  oaths  and  impreca- 
tions of  the  wounded,  mingled  in  horrible  discord,  more  dire- 
ful than  the  noise  of  battle  itself. 

— 
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The  British,  after  these  terrible  defeats,  were  {daced  in  a 
woful  dilemma :  to  allow  the  Americans  to  remain  would  not 
only  be  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  their  superiority,  but,  as 
already  stated,  render  the  city  untenable ;  and  to  retreat  in 
their  armed  vessels,  of  which  they  had  about  thirty  in  Boston 
harbour,  even  if  their  pride  could  bend  to  such  a  humiliating 
measure,  prudence  would  forbid,  as  severely  injuring  the 
morale  of  their  army,  while  it  greatly  improved  that  of  the 
provincials.  To  march  up  to  the  American  redoubt  to  be 
shot  down,  was  the  other  horn  of  the  dilemma.  Some  of  the 
British  officers  actually  began  to  remonstrate  against  leading 
the  men  to  another  butchery,  but  their  remonstrances  were 
disdainfully  repelled  by  the  others. 

General  Clinton,  on  seeing  the  ill  fortune  of  his  troops, 
had  passed  over  from  Copp's  Hill  to  their  assistance.  He 
re-established  order,  and,  supported  by  the  other  officers,  who 
felt  the  importance  of  success,  he  led  the  troops  to  a  third 
attack.  The  result  of  this  would,  unquestionably,  have  been 
the  same  as  before,  but  unfortunately  for  the  Americans,  their 
ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted.  Their  fire  languished 
and  died  away,  while  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  foot  of  (he 
redoubt.  The  muskets  of  the  Americans  being  destitute  of 
bayonets,  they  used  the  butt-end  of  them  to  defend  themselves  I 
l^his  unexampled  resistance  was  a  sublime  demonstration  of 
the  morcU  force  of  men  determined  to  be  free.  But  as  the 
redoubt  was  already  full  of  enemies,  to  continue  the  battle 
any  longer  would  be  folly  rather  than  courage.  The  signal 
of  retreat  was  given,  and  our  heroic  fathers  retired.  The 
only  way  to  leave  the  peninsula  was  by  the  same  isthmus 
over  which  they  had  entered.  This  was  incessantly  raked 
by  the  balls  of  a  ship  of  war  and  two  floating  batteries. 
The  Americans,  however,  passed  over  the  neck  without  sus- 
taining much  injury,  and  joined  the  main  army.  Prescott 
repaired  to  head-quarters  to  make  return  of  ^  his  trust,  at  the 
same  time  imploring  General  Ward  to  commit  to  him  three 
fresh  regiments,  and  he  would  win  back  the  field.  But  he 
was  told  that  he  had  already  honourably  accomplished  all 
that  his  countrv  could  demand. 
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In  this  engagement  the  enemy  lost  22t>  killed  (among  whom 
was  Major  Pitcairne,  who  first  lighted  the  torcli  of  war  at 
Lexington)  and  828  wounded.  The  Americans  lost  131)  killed, 
and  314  were  wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  killed  was 
the  lamented  General  Warren,  president  of  the  provincial 
Congress,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  which 
exercised  the  executive  power  of  the  province  of  Maissachu- 
setts.  He  was  killed  during  the  retreat.  Despising  all  dan- 
ger, he  placed  himself  before  the  ranks  to  rally  his  corps  by 
his  example,  and  make  the  retreat  in  safety.  An  English 
officer,  who  knew  the  doctor,  borrowed  a  musket  of  one  of 
his  soldiers,  took  deliberate  aim  and  killed  him  instantly. 
**  Warren  was  one  of  those  men  who  are  more  attached  to 
liberty  than  to  existence,  but  not  nK)re  ardently  the  friend 
of  freedom,  than  foe  to  avarice  and  ambition.  He  was  en- 
dowed with  a  solid  judgment,  a  happy  genius,  and  a  brilliant 
eloquence.  In  all  private  affairs,  his  opinion  was  reputed 
aothority,  and  in  all  public  councils,  a  decision.  Friends 
and  enemies,  equally  knowing  his  fidelity  and  rectitude  in 
all  things,  reposed  in  him  a  confidence  without  limits.  Op- 
posed to  the  wicked,  without  hatred  ;  propitious  to  the  good, 
without  adulation;  affable,  courteous,  and  humane  towards 
each,  he  was  beloved  with  reverence  by  all,  and  respected 
by  envy  itself.  Though  in  his  person  somewhat  spare,  h]^ 
figure  was  peculiarly  agreeable.  He  mourned,  at  this  epoch, 
the  recent  loss  of  a  wife,  by  whom  he  was  tenderly  beloved, 
and  whom  he  cherished  w-ith  reciprocal  affection.  In  dying 
so  gloriously  for  his  country,  on  this  memorable  day,  he  left 
several  orphans,  still  in  childhood ;  but  a  grateful  country 
assunied  the  care  of  their  education.  Thus  w  as  lost  to  the 
state,  and  to  his  family,  in  so  important  a  crisis,  and  in  the 
viffour  of  his  days,  a  man  equally  qualified  to  excel  in  council 
or  in  the  field."  ^ 

The  results  of  this  battle  were  the  same  as  a  decided  victory, 
upon  the  minds  of  a  people  who  must  conquer  by  moral  force. 
They  found  out  that  the  enemy  were  not  invulnerable;  and 
this  encouraiored  them  to  continued  resistance. 

The  British,  because  they  took  the/fW.  claimed  the  victory. 
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but  they  might  have  exclaimed  with  Pyrrhas, ''  If  we  gain 
such  another,  we  are  inevitably  ruined.'^ 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gage  to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  may  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  effect  the 
battle  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  British :      ^ 

"  The  success,  of  which  I  send  your  lordship  an  account 
by  the  present  opportunity,  was  very  necessary  in  our  present 
situation,  and  I  wish,  most  sincerely,  that  it  had  not  cost  us 
so  dear.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  is  greater  than 
our  forces  can  aflford  to  lose.  The  officers,  who  were  obliged 
to  exert  themselves,  have  suffered  very  much,  and  we  have 
lost  some  extremely  good  officers.  The  trials  we  have  had, 
show  the  rebels  are  not  the  despicable  rabble  too  many  have 
supposed  them  to  be ;  and  I  find  it  owing  to  a  military  spirit, 
encouraged  among  them  for  a  few  years  past,  join^  teith  an 
uncommon  degree  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  that  they  are  other- 
vrise.  When  they  find  cover,  they  make  a  good  stand,  and 
the  country,  naturally  strong,  affords  it  to  them ;  and  they 
are  taught  to  assist  its  natural  strength  by  art,/or  they  en- 
trench  and  raise  batteries.  [1]  They  have  fortified  all  the 
heights  and  passes  around  this  toven,  from  Dorchester  to 
Medford  or  Mystick,  and  it  is  not  impossible  for  them  to 
annoy  the  town. 

''Your  lordship  will  perceive  that  the  conquest  of  this 
country  is  not  easy,  and  can  be  eflected  only  by  time  and 
perseverance,  and  strong  armies  attacking  it  in  various  quar- 
ters, and  dividing  their  forces.  Confining  your  operations  on 
this  side  only,  is  attacking  in  the  strongest  part,  and  you  have 
to  cope  with  vast  numbers.  It  might  naturally  be  supposed 
that  troops,  of  the  nature  of  the  rebel  army,  would  return 
home  after  such  a  check  as  they,  had  got ;  and  I  hear  many 
wanted  to  go  off,  but  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  it ;  for 
any  man  that  returns  home  without  a  pass  is  immediately 
seized  and  sent  back  to  his  regiment.  In  all  their  wars 
against  the  French,  they  never  showed  so  much  conduct, 
attention,  and  perseverance  as  they  do  now.  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  let  your  lordship  know  the  true  situation  of  afftiirs, 
that  administration  may  take  measures  accordingly. 
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''  The  people's  minds  are  kept  so  much  heated  and  inflamed, 
that  they  are  always  ripe  for  everything  that  is  extravagant. 
Truth  is  kept  from  them,  and  they  are  too  full  of  prejudice 
to  believe  it,  if  laid  before  them,  and  so  blind  and  bigoted, 
that  they  cannot  see  that  they  have  exchanged  liberty  for 
tyranny.  [!]  No  people  were  ever  governed  more  absolutely 
than  those  of  the  American  provinces  now  are,  and  no  reason 
can  be  given  for  their  submission,  but  that  it  is  a  tyranny 
they  have  erected  themselves,  as  they  believe,  to  avoid  greater 
evils."    ' 

The  following  observations  on  the  government  account  of 
the  action  near  CharlQitown,  were  published  in  an  opposition 
paper  in  London. 

"  There  are  two  sorts  of  persons  who  always  persevere 
uniformly,  and  without  shame,  in  one  unvaried  line  of  conduct, 
regardless  of  the  contempt  and  detestation  of  mankind.  The 
sorts  I  mean  are  the  thorough  virtuous,  and  the  thorough 
scoundrel. 

"  To  one  of  these  classes,  most  evidently,  belong  the  minis- 
ters, who  settled  the  account  which  they  have  given  us  in 
last  Tuesday's  Gazette. 

'*  The  action  near  Boston  happened  on  the  17th  of  June, 
yet  General  Gage's  letter  is  dated  eight  days  after,  on  the 
25th  of  June. 

'<  By  this  letter  it  appears  that  it  has  cost  one  thousand 
and  fifty-four  of  the  troops,  killed  and  wounded,  to  destroy  a 
redoubt  thrown  up  only  the  overnight,  i.  e.,  ontthe  16th  of 
June.  *  The  loss  of  the  provincials,'  the  letter  says,  *  must 
have  been  considerable ;'  yet,  eight  days  after  the  action,  the 
general,  though  completely  victorious,  can  tell  us  only  of 
'  one  hundred'  buried,  and  '  thirty'  wounded. 

'*But  *  they  had  carried  off  great  numbers  during  the  time 
of  the  action.'  Did  they  so  1  That  is  no  great  sign  of  flight, 
confusion,  and  defeat. 

"  But '  they  buried  them  in  holes.'  Really !  why,  are  our 
soldiers  buried  in  the  air  ? 

'^  But  *  the  king's  troops  were  under  every  disadvantage.' 
So,  truly,  it  seems;  for,  in  the  same  letter,  we  are  told/  that 

32  :  " 
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they  had  a  proportion  of  field-artillery,  and  landed  on  the 
peninsula  without  opposition,  and  formed,  as  soon  bb  landed, 
under  the  protection  of  some  ships  of  war,  armed  vessels,  and 
boats,  by  whose  fire  the  rebels  were  kept  within  their  works.* 

**  But  *  this  action  has  shown  the  superiority  of  the  king's 
troops.'  Has  it,  indeed?  How?  Why,  they  (with  a  pro- 
portion of  field-artillery,  and  with  the  assistance  of  ships, 
armed  vessels,  and  boats,  and  with  the  encouragement  of  cer- 
tain and  speedy  reinforcements,  if  necessary)  attacked  and 
defeated  'above  three  times  their  own  numbers.'  What, 
three  times  their  own  numbers  ?  Of  whom,  pray  ?  Of  French 
or  Spanish  regulars  ?  No,  of  the  Americans.  Of  the  Ame- 
ricans !  What,  of  those  dastardly,  hypocritical  cowards, 
who  (Lord  Sandwich  knows)  do  not  feel  bcdd  enough  to  dare 
to  look  a  soldier  in  the  face  ?  Of  those  undisciplined  and 
spiritless  Yankees,  who  were  to  be  driven  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  with  a  single  regiment?  What, 
of  those  skulking  assassins,  who  can  only  fire  at  a  distance, 
from  behind  stone  walls  and  hedges  ?  Was  it  necessary  to 
defeat  these  fellows,  that  the  troops  should  be  '  spirited '  by 
the  example  of  General  Howe,  assisted  by  General  Clinton  ? 
And  can  it  be,  that  Lieutenant-Colonels  Nesbit,  Abercrombie, 
and  Clarke;  Majors  Butler,  Williams,  Bruce,  Spendlove, 
Smelt,  Mitchell,  Pitcairne,  and  Short,  should  be  forced  to 
exert  themselves  remarkably  against  such  poltroons  ? 

**  Good  God !  is  it  come  to  this  at  last  ?  Can  the  regulars, 
with  all  these  exertions,  only  defeat  three  times  their  own 
number  of  undisciplined  cowards  ?  and  that,  too,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  one  thousand  and  fifty-four  (that  is,  more  than  one- 
half)  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  something  above  two  thou- 
sand? 

"  Is  every  redoubt  which  the  Americans  can  throw  up  in 
a  short  summer  night  to  be  demolished  at  this  expense  ?  How 
many  such  victories  can  we  bear  ? 

'  ^k        #        #        #        #        »        #        »#        # 

"  To  be  serious,  I  am,  for  my  own  part,  convinced  that  the 
event  of  this  execrable  dragooning  is  decided ;  and  that  be- 
fore winter,  there  will  not  be  a  single  soldier  of  Lord  Bute's 
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and  Lord  Mansfield's  mercenary  troops  left  upon  the  conti* 
nent  of  America."        *  %     *         ■         *■         *        *        * 

The  pathetic  eulogiums  pronounced  on  those  that  were 
slain  in  battle,  had  a  powerful  effect  on  the  minds  of  the 
American  people,  as  the  reader  may  readily  conceive  on  read- 
ing  the  following  eulogium  on  Dr.  Warren,  published  in  a 
Philadelphia  paper : 

"  What  spectacle  more  noble  than  this,  of  a  hero  who  has 
given  his  life  for  the  safety  of  his  country  1  Approach,  cruel 
ministers,  and  contemplate  the  fruits  of  your  sanguinary 
edicts.  What  reparation  can  you  offer  to  his  children  for  the 
loss  of  such  a  father,  to  the  king  for  that  of  so  good  a  sub- 
ject, to  the  country  for  that  of  so  devoted  a  citizen  ?  Send 
hither  your  satellites ;  come,  feast  your  vindictive  rage ;  the 
most  implacable  enemy  to  tyrants  is  no  more.  We  conjure 
you,  respect  these  his  honoured  remains.  Have  compassion 
on  the  fate  of  a  mother  overwhelmed  with  despair  and  with 
age.  Of  him  nothing  is  left  that  you  can  still  fear.  His  elo- 
quence is  mute;  his  arms  are  fallen  from  his  hftnd;  then  lay 
down  yours ;  what  more  have  you  to  perpetrate,  barbarians 
that  you  are?  But,  while  the  name  of  American  liberty 
shall  live,  that  of  Warren  will  fire  our  breasts,  and  animate 
our  arms,  against  the  pest  of  standing  armies. 

<'  Approach,  senators  of  America !  Come  and  deliberate 
here  upon  the  interests  of  the  United  Colonies.  Listen  to 
the  voice  of  this  illustrious  citizen ;  he  entreats,  he  exhorts,  he 
implores  you  not  to  disturb  his  present  felicity  with  the  doubt 
that  he  perhaps  has  sacrificed  his  life  for  a  people  of  slaves. 

"  Come  hither,  ye  soldiers,  ye  champions  of  American 
liberty,  and  contemplate  a  spectacle  which  should  inflame 
your  generous  hearts  with  even  a  new  motive  to  glory.  Re- 
member, his  shade  still  hovers  unexpiated  among  us.  Ten 
thousand  ministerial  soldiers  would  not  suflSce  to  compensate 
his  death.  Let  ancient  ties  be  no  restraint,  foes  of  liberty 
are  no  longer  the  brethren  of  freemen.  Give  edge  to  your 
arms,  and  lay  them  not  down  till  tyranny  be  expelled  from 
the  British  empire ;  or  America,  at  least,  become  the  real 
seat  of  liberty  and  happiness. 
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''Approach  ye,  also,  American  fathers  and  American  mothers; 
come  hither,  and  contemplate  the  first-fruits  of  tyranny ;  be- 
hold your  friend,  the  defender  of  your  liberty,  the  honour,  the 
hope  of  your  country ;  see  this  illustrious  hero,  pierced  with 
wounds,  and  bathed  in  his  own  blood.  But  let  not  grief,  let 
not  your  tears  be  steril.  Gof  hasten  to  your  homes,  and  there 
teach  your  children  to  detest  the  deeds  of  tyranny ;  lay  before 
them  the  horrid  scene  you  have  beheld ;  let  their  hair  stand 
on  end ;  let  their  eyes  sparkle  with  fire ;  let  resentment  kindle 
every  feature;  let  their  lips  vent  threats  and  indignation; 
theii — then — ^put  arms  into  their  hands,  send  them  to  battle, 
and  let  your  last  injunction  be,  to  return  victorious,  or  to  die, 
like  Warren,  in  the  arms  of  liberty  and  of  glory ! 

''And  ye,  generations  of  the  future,  will  often  look  back  to 
this  memorable  epoch.  You  will  transfer  the  names  of  trai- 
tors, and  of  rebels,  firom  the  faithful  people  of  America  to 
those  who  have  merited  them.  Your  eyes  will  penetrate  all 
the  iniquity  of  this  scheme  of  despotism,  recently  plotted  by 
the  British  government.  You  will  see  good  kings  misled  by 
perfidious  ministers,  and  virtuous  ministers  by  perfidious  kings. 
You  will  perceive,  that  if  at  first  the  sovereigns  of  Great 
Britain  shed  tears  in  commanding  their  subjects  to  accept 
atrocious  laws,  they  soon  gave  themselves  up  to  joy  in  the 
midst  of  murder,  expecting  to  see  the  whole  continent  drenched 
in  the  blood  of  freemen.  Ob  I  save  the  human  race  from  the 
last  outrages,  and  render  a  noble  justice  to  the  American 
cdonies.  Recall  to  life  the  ancient  Roman  .and  British  elo- 
quence, and  be  not  niggardly  of  merited  praises  towards 
those  who  have  bequeathed  you  liberty.  It  costs  us  floods  of 
gold  and  of  blood;  it  costs  us,  alas !  the  life  of  Warren." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Meeting  of  second  Continental  Congrera— Washington  appointed  Commandtf- 
in-Chief  of  the  American  Army— Arrives  at  Cambridge— Reception  by  the  Army 
—Other  Acts  of  Congress  to  defend  the  Country— Expedition  against  Canada- 
Death  of  Montgomery— Troubles  in  Virginia— Flight  of  the  Governor^Buming 
of  Hampton  and  Norfolk. 

"His  life  was  gentle;  and  the  elements 
So  mix*d  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  up. 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  This  was  a  man  r 

"  He  was  a  man,  take  him  for  all  in  all. 
We  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again." 

'*  Is  my  face  pale  with  fear  1 

Why  dost  thou  think  to  darken  my  soul  with  the  tales  of  those  who  fellf  * 

"  Warrior,  we  can  fell,  but  we  shall  fall  with  renown." 

On  the  10th  of  May,  the  second  Continental  Congress  con- 
vened at  Philadelphia.  As  the  Americans  had  now  fairly- 
embarked  in  a  war  against  British  oppression,  it  became  ne- 
cessary for  Congress  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  army  that  blockaded  Boston. 

All  the  generals  then  in  command  had  received  their  an- 
thority  from  the  colonial  Assemblies,  and  therefore  had  no 
power  to  command  an  army  in  the  name  of  the  whole  country. 
To  appoint  a  commander-in-chief,  possessed  in  a  pre-eminent 
degree  of  prudence,  firmness,  and  energy,  who  would  stand 
up  like  a  mighty  Colossus  against  the  most  powerful  nation 
on  the  earth,  in  defence  of  a  people  yet  in  their  infancy,  a 
Hercules  in  the  cradle ;  a  man,  whose  name  and  influence 
could  gain  the  respect,  and  command  the  obedience  of  a 
people  unaccustomed  to  military  restraint ;  was  a  matter  of 
deep  and  vital  importance.  The  illustrious  sages  and  patriots 
who  composed  this  Congress,  felt  the  responsibility.  The 
welfare  of  the  present  and  of  future  generations  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  depend  upon  their  selection. 

On  the  15th  of  June  they  proceeded  to  an  election  by 
ballot,  when  it  was  found  that  Gsorgs  Washhtoton,  a  mem- 
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ber  of  their  own  body,  Irom  Virginia,  was  unanimously 
elected.  Every  nation  and  generation  will  always  acknow- 
ledge the  wisdom  of  this  choice  to  insure  success.  The  very 
nation  against  whom  he  contended  successfully,  have  since 
graced  their  Encyclopedias  with  a  faithful  delineation  of  his 
illustrious  qualities.  The  following  description  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Washington,  by  Spark,  is  probably  one  of  the  most 
faithful  that  has  been  given :  **  It  is  the  harmonious  union  of 
the  intellectual  and  moral  powers,  rather  than  the  splendour 
of  any  one  trait,  which  constitutes  the  grandeur  of  his  cha- 
racter. If  the  title  of  great  man  ought  to  be  reserved  for 
him,  who  cannot  be  charged  with  an  indiscretion  or  a  vice, 
who  spent  his  life  in  establishing  the  independence,  the  glory, 
and  durable  prosperity  of  his  country,  \vho  succeeded  in  all 
that  he  undertook,  and  whose  successes  were  never  w-on  at 
the  expense  of  honour,  justice,  integrity,  or  by  the  sacrifice 
of  a  single  principle,  this  title  will  not  be  denied  to  Wash- 
ington." 

Naturally  modest  and  reserved,  when  his  election  was 
announced  by  the  president  of  Congress,  he  rose,  and  said  that 
he  returned  his  most  cordial  thanks  to  Congress,  for  the  honour 
they  had  conferred  upon  him :  '*  but,"  said  he.  **  lest  some 
unlucky  event  should  happen,  unfavourable  to  my  reputation, 
I  beg  it  may  be  remembered,  by  every  gentleman  in  the 
room,  that  I  this  day  declared,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I  do 
not  think  myself  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honoured  v^ith. 

"  As  to  pay,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Congress,  that 
as  no  pecuniary  considerations  could  have  tempted  me  to 
accept  this  arduous  employment,  at  the  expense  of  my 
domestic  ease  and  happiness,  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
profit  by  it.  I  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  my  expenses. 
Those,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  discharge,  and  that  is  all  I 
desire." 

On  presenting  his  commission,  Congress  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion :  ''  that  they  wooi^  maintain  and  assist  him,  and  adhere 
to  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  cause  of  American 
liberty." 

Desirous    to  have  other  experienced   and    distinguished 
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ofiicers  at  the  head  of  the  army  to  assist  Washington,  Con- 
gress appointed  Artemus  Ward,  first  major-general ;  Charles 
Lee,  second  major-general ;  Philip  Schuyler,  third  major- 
general  ;  and  Israel  Putnam,  fourth  major-general ;  Horatio 
Gates  was  appointed  adjutant-general.  A  few  days  after, 
eight  brigadier-generals  were  appointed:  Seth  Pomeroy, 
William  Heath,  and  John  Thomas,  of  Massachusetts ;  Richard 
Montgomery,  of  New  York;  David  Wooster  and  Joseph 
Spencer,  of  Connecticut ;  John  Sullivan,  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  Nathaniel  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island.  The  history  of  the 
subsequent  achievements  of  these  men  forms  the  best  com- 
mentary on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  their  selection. 

Fifteen  days  after  he  received  his  commission,  Washington 
arrived  at  head-quarters,  in  Cambridge,  in  company  with 
General  Lee  and  several  other  gentlemen.  He  was  received 
everywhere,  on  his  way,  with  the  greatest  honours,  and  by 
the  army  with  joyous  acclamations.  The  distant  woods,  hills, 
and  valleys  shouted  again  and  conveyed  the  glad  tidings  over 
the  land. 

Having  reviewed  the  army,  Washington  found  among  a 
great  multitude  only  14,000  men  in  a  condition  for  the  service. 
The  right  of  the  army  still  rested  on  Roxbury,  under  General 
Ward,  and  the  left  was  posted  on  Prospect  Hill,  near  the 
Mystic  river,  under  General  Lee,  while  the  main  army  was 
at  Cambridge,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  The  American  army  was  in  want  of  almost  every- 
thing except  courage,  and  a  determination  to  defend  their 
rights.  There  had  been  a  great  scarcity  of  powder  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war ;  and  all  the  powder  they  had  now 
amounted  to  only  about  10,000  pounds.  The  men  were 
uniform  in  nothing  except  in  mind,  and  in  the  want  of  bayo- 
nets. Even  their  rifles  were  of  diflerent  calibres,  which 
obliged  them  to  hammer  the  balls  to  make  them  fit.  There 
was  also  a  great  want  of  order  and  discipline.  Washington 
immediately  commenced  to  restore  the  one  and  instruct  them 
in  the  other.  This  was  a  difficult  and  delicate  undertaking 
with  men  not  accustomed  to  restraint ;  but  the  wisdom  and 
firmness  of  the  commander-in-chief,  aided  by  Congress,  over- 
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came  these  difficulties,  and  the  camp  presented  the  appearance 
of  a  regular  army.  Redoubts  were  thrown  up,  and  mounted 
so  formidable  an  artillery  along  the  line  of  circumvallationy 
that  the  enemy  could  not  have  taken  Cambridge  by  assault* 
to  open  a  way  into  the  country.  Thus  the  siege,  or  at  least 
the  blockade  by  land,  was  perfect.  A  supply  of  powder  was 
soon  received.  Congress  raised  a  number  of  riflemen  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  to  march  to  Boston  to  serve  as 
light  infantry ;  and,  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  battle  of 
Breed's  Hill,  it  ivas  decreed  that  two  companies  more  should 
be  levied  in  Pennsylvania.  These  companies,  composed  of 
about  1400  men,  lightly  clothed  and  armed  with  good  rifles, 
arrived  at  camp  about  the  beginning  of  August. 

A  resolution  of  Congress  recommended  to  the  colonies  to  put 
themselves  in  a  state  of  defence,  to  be  provided  with  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition.  The  men,  from  sixteen  to  fifty  years  of  age, 
formed  themselves  into  regular  companies,  and  exercised 
themselves  in  wielding  their  arms.  Manufactories  of  gun- 
powder and  cannon-foundries  were  soon  rising,  and  the  views 
of  Congress,  seconded  by  the  colonial  Assemblies,  were  obeyed 
and  carried  out  by  the  people  with  the  greatest  promptitude. 

The  old  fnan*8  company  was  formed  in  Philadelphia,  com- 
posed of  old  German  emigrants,  the  oldest  of  whom,  being 
nearly  100  years  of  age,  was  elected  captain.  Indeed,  al- 
though the  desire  of  Congress  to  arm  the  country  was  ful- 
filled in  all  the  colonies,  yet  in  none  was  it  executed  with 
more  ardour  than  throughout  Pennsylvania.  Not  only  did 
8000  men  firequently  meet  in  Philadelphia  and  manoeuvre  in 
the  presejoce  of  Congress,  but  in  every  country  town  through- 
out the  colony  these  parades  were  constantly  to  be  seen. 
The  German  and  Swiss  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  distin- 
guished for  their  honesty,  industry,  and  patriotism,  formed 
then,  as  their  descendants  do  now,  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
state,  and  have  ever  since,  in  most  instances,  elected  governors 
of  German  or  Swiss  descent. 

Even  the  ladies  raised  and  equipped  a  regiment  at  Bristol, 
in  this  state;  not  ofladieSf  of  course,  but  of  men,  at  the  expense 
of  the  ladies.    The  banners  they  embroidered  with  their  own 
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hands ;  and  on  presenting  them,  one  of  the  ladies,  in  an  eloquent 
speech,  told  the  soldiers  never  to  run  away  from  the  banners 
of  the  American  ladies.  And  now  let  the  enemy  remember 
it  is  always  prudent  to  avoid  the  regiments  who  march  under 
the  banners  of  the  ladies.  They  are  absolutely  invincible ! 
What !  such  men  come  home  and  look  those  ladies  in  the  face 
without  the  banners !  Ridiculous ;  no  man  would  ever  dream 
of  such  a  thing ! 

Congress,  in  order  to  establish  their  authority  on  regular 
laws,  sanctioned  by  the  people,  and  to  cement  the  union  of 
the  colonies,  drew  up  and  published  articles  of  confederation, 
in  which  the  colonists  <<  bound  themselves  and  their  posterity, 
for  the  common  defence  against  enemies,  for  the  protection  of 
liberty  and  property,  as  also  their  persons,  and  of  the  pros- 
perity of  America."  These  were  afterwards  adopted  by  all 
the  colonies,  preparing  the  way  for  a 'final  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  which,  the 
ibembers  of  Congress,  as  well  as  many  others,  were  convinced 
long  before  they  considered  it  prudent  to  publish  their 
opinions. 

While  the  provincial  army  was  encamped  before  Boston, 
and  Washington  was  employed  in  preparing  for  future  ope- 
rations. Congress,  having  reason  to  anticipate  the  invasion  of 
the  colonies  fi*om  Canada,  planned  an  expedition  against  that 
province.  The  discontent  among  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
still  French  at  heart,  and  who  cherished  a  hatred  against  a 
late  act  of  Parliament,  which,  although  it  favoured  their  reli* 
gion,  replaced  them  under  the  ancient  nobility,  whom  they 
hated,  it  was  supposed  that,  if  an  American  army  would 
penetrate  into  the  country,  the  inhabitants  would  favour  their 
cause  as  a  favourable  opportunity  to  free  themselves  from  the 
British  yoke. 

The  troops  had  nearly  all  been  withdrawn  to  Boston,  where 
they  were  now  shut  up,  and  the  province  was  left  compara- 
tively defenceless ;  but  the  following  spring  numerous  forces 
would  probably  be  poured  in  to  attack  the  colonies  in  the 
rear,  an  event  which  might  be  attended  with  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences.  The  design  of  the  Americans  was  also 
33  — 
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encouragied'by  the  possession  of 'Ticondcroga  and  Crown 
Point,  which  forrhed  the  key  to  the  province,  and  i;^ould 
greatly  facilitate  their  efforts. 

Defensive  war  must  assume  an  offensive  character  to  be- 
come the  more  effectual ;  and  as  the  enemy  were  the  aggress- 
ors, and  had  resolved  on  continuing  the  war,  it  was  expedient 
and  proper  to  invade  their  dominions. 

Three  thousand  troops  were  selected  from  New  England 
and  New  York,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
Generals  Wooster  and  Montgomery,  under  the  direction  of 
Major-General  Schuyler. 

As  the  troops  must  traverse  Lake  Champlain,  the  river 
Sorel  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  reach  Canada,  orders 
had  been  given  to  construct  flat-bottomed  boats  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  at  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  troops  to  the  places 
necessary  to  fulfil  the  design  of  the  enterprise. 

The  bills  of  credit  thrown  into  circulation  by  Congress,  it 
was  well  known,  woulJ  not  be  received  in  Canada,  and  an 
elTorl  was  made  to  collect  50,000  dollars  in  specie.  At  the 
same  time,  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  on  the  Mohawk 
river  was  cultivated  by  General  Schuyler,  who  possessed  a 
powerful  influence  over  them,  and  who  had  remained  in  Al- 
bany for  that  purpose. 

Montgomery  had  already  gone  to  Crow^n  Point  with  a  part 
of  the  army,  where  he  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  rest. 
Having  heard  that  Carleton,  the  enterprising  and  talented 
Governor  of  Canada,  had  caused  a  large  brig  to  be  con- 
structed and  armed,  with  a  number  of  other  vessels  of  less 
force,  to  be  stationed  in  the  river  Sorel,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Champlain,  to  interdict  the  passage  of  the  Americans  into 
Canada,  he  determined  to  prevent  it  by  moving  rapidly  with 
a  few  troops  to  occupy  He  aux  Noix,  a  little  island  situated 
upon  the  entrance  of  the  river,  commanding  the  entrance  into 
the  lake. 

Here  General  Schuyler  now  also  arrived  from  Albany, 
where  he  had  left  orders  for  marching  his  troops  to  He  aux 
"Noix.  From  this  place  the  two  generals  issued  a  proclama* 
tion  to  the  people  of  Canada,  inviting  them  to  join  the  Ame» 
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ric«D8  to  dtefend  their  own  liberties.  They  told  them  that 
tliey  eame  not  as  enemies,  bat  as  friends,  making  war  only 
against  the  Britiah  garrison. 

Hence  they  nuurched  to  f<Mrt  St.  John,  which,  situated  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Sorel,  commands  it  and  closes  the  pas- 
sage towards  the  St.  Lawrence.  Moving  <m,  they  landed  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  fort,  in  a  marsh,  through  which  they 
marched  in  good  order,  with  the  object  of  reconnoitring  the 
place.  In  the  course  of  this  march,  iney  vfere  furiously 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  (Sept.  6th,)  who  intended  to  prevent 
their  fording  a  river :  these,  however,  the  Americans  drove 
back,  and,  in  the  night,  established  themselves  in  sight  of  the 
fort,  where  they  threw  up  works.  But,  having  no  artillery, 
and  learning,  moreover,  that  the  fort  vras  well  defended,  they 
returned,  the  next  day,  to  He  aux  Noix,  to  await  reinforce- 
ments and  artillery.  At  the  same  time,  the  Americans  were 
employed  in  obstructing  the  channel  of  the  river  with  che- 
vaux-de-frise,  to  prevent  the  communication  of  the  governor's 
ships  between  fort  St.  John  and  the  lake. 

General  Schuyler  having  fallen  into  an  indisposition,  the 
command  devolved  on  General  Montgomery.  He  succeeded 
in  detaching  the  Indians  from  the  En^ish  in  this  place,  and 
persuaded  them  to  remain  neuter.  After  the  arrival  of  the 
retnforcements  and  artillery,  he  immediately  advanced  and 
laid  siege  to  St.  John.  But  feeling  the  general  want  among 
the  provincials  of  powder  and  cannon-baUs,  he  directed  his 
attention  to  fort  Chamblfe,  a  small  fort,  five  miles  fit>m  St. 
John,  on  the  same  river,  to  which  he  sent  a  detachment  of 
about  300  men,  onder  Majors  Brown  and  Livingstone.  They] 
appeared  suddenly  before  the  fort,  and  took  possession  of  it. 
The  garrison,  composed  of  160  men,  commanded  by  Major 
Stopford,  were  made  prisoners. 

The  ammumtion  found  in  this  fort,  oonaistniig  of  a  fow 
cannon,  and  134  barrels  of  powder,  enabled  Montgomery  to 
push  the  siege  of  St.  Jdm  more  vigorously.  A  baAtery  was 
established  only  fifty  paces  fiit^m  the  fort. 

Several  detachments  scoured  the  country  betwwn  the 
Swel  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  they  were  rsceived  by 
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the  Canadian  people  with  demonstrations  of  joy»  who  came 
to  join  them  and  furnish  them  with  anns,  ammunition,  and 
provisions.  Colonel  Allen  and  Major  Brown  now  concerted 
the  project  of  surprising  and  taking  Montreal,  the  capital  of 
Upper  Canada,  and  situated  on  an  island  formed  by  two 
branches  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Allen  marched  to  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  finding  boats,  he  crossed  over  in 
the  night)  about  three  miles  below  Montreal.  Major  Brown 
was  to  have  crossed  over  at  the  same  time,  but,  unable  to 
efiect  it,  Allen  was  left  in  a  very  dangerous  situation.  Gov- 
ernor Carleton,  with  a  number  of  English,  Canadians,  and 
Indians,  marched  out  from  Montreal  to  meet  him.  A  fierce 
conflict  ensued,  in  which  Allen  defended  himself  with  great 
bravery,  but,  overpowered  by  numbers  and  deserted  by  his 
Canadian  allies,  he  was  forced  to  surrender.  The  governor 
barbarously  loaded  him  with  chains,  and  sent  him  to  England 
to  be  tried  as  a  rebel. 

This  success  of  the  governor  encouraged  him  to  make  an 
attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of  St.  John.  He  assembled  his 
troops,  and  departed  firom  Montreal  to  join  Colonel  Maclean, 
who  occupied  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  with  the  Scotch  regi- 
ment of  Royal  Highlanders.  With  these  united  forces  he 
intended  to  attack  Montgomery.  The  American  general, 
however,  had  taken  measures  to  guard  against  such  an  attack, 
by  scouring,  with  a  number  of  detachments,  the  eastern  bank 
ot  the  right  branch  of  the  St.  Lawrenbe. 

The  English,  in  conformity  with  their  design,  entered  their 
boats  to  cross  the  river  at  Longueville,  but  Colonel  Warner 
having  placed  artillery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  stood  ready 
for  their  reception.  As  the  English  approached,  he  opened  a 
fire  of  grape-shot  upon  them,  which  drove  th^si  back  to 
Montreal  in  great  disorder.  Colonel  Maclean  fell  back  upon 
Quebec,  leaving  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Americans. 

The  siege  of  St.  John  was  rapidly  progressing;  Mont- 
gomery had  approached  with  his  trenches  to  the  foot  of  the 
wall,  and  was  preparing  for  an  assault,  when  Major  Preston, 
at  the  head  of  more  than  500  regulars,  and  about  100  Cana- 
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dian  volunteers,  surrendered^  on  the  3d  of  November,  after  a 
siege  of  six  weeks.  Preston  obtained  the  honours  of  war, 
and  the  prisoners  were  conducted  into  the  colonies.  The 
spoils  were  seventeen  pieces  of  brass,  and  twenty-two  iron  can- 
non,seventeen  mortar8,and  a  large  quantity  of  balls  and  bombs. 

The  next  object  of  the  Americans  was,  to  occupy  the 
mouth  of  the  Sorel.  This  was  of  the  greatest  importance, 
to  prevent  the  governor  with  his  armed  vessels,  assembled  at 
Montreal,  from  descending  the  river  and  escaping  to  Quebec. 
Batteries  were  erected  on  the  point  of  land  formed  by  the 
junction  of  the  Sorel  with  the  St.  Lawrence ;  and  the  river 
being  very  wide  at  this  place,  a  number  of  rafts  and  floating 
batteries  were  also  constructed.  This  not  only  prevented 
Carleton  from  descending  the  river,  but  by  a  violent  attack 
he  was  driven  back  towards  Montreal.  The  governor  and 
his  squadron  were  thus  placed  in  a  most  critical  situation. 

General  Montgomery  proceeded  to  Montreal,  which  he 
entered  in  triumph  on  the  13th  of  November.  General  Carle- 
ton  had  joined  his  ships  and  left  the  town  the  day  previous. 
The  inhabitants  of  Montreal  were  obliged  to  surrender  at 
discretion,  for,  not  being  in  a  state  of  defence,  they  could 
make  no  terms.  It  was,  however,  the  interest  and  the  incli- 
nation of  the  conqueror  to  treat  the  vanquished  with  great 
lenity.  He  promised  to  protect  their  property  and  their  re- 
ligion, and  added,  he  hoped  that,  if  they  adhered  to  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  their  civil  and  religious  rights  would  be  established 
by  the  provincial  Qongress,  and  that  their  courts  of  justice 
would  be  organized  upon  the  principle  of  the  English  consti- 
tution. After  such  treatment  to  the  people  of  Montreal,  the 
general  had  reason  to  hope  that  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec 
would  espouse  the  cause  of  America. 

The  governor,  with  his  ships,  was  blockaded  between  the 
city  and  the  month  of  the  Sorel ;  and  not  only  were  all  his 
naval  efforts  at  an  end,  but  his  escape  appeared  absolutely 
I  impossible.  In  this  critical  period  he  threw  himself  into  a 
boat,  caused  the  paddles  to  be  muffled  to  prevent  much  noise, 
and  in  this  manner  had  the  good  fortune,  on  a  dark  night,  to 
pass  through  the  guard-boats  of  the  Americans,  and  arrive  in 
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8tflit5'  at  QMbec.  General  Prescott,  who  took  the  command 
(^  the  sqsadron  after  the  escape  of  the  governor » was  soon 
aflbr  obKged  to  surrender,  and  eleven  sail  of  vessels,  sevei^al 
offfters^  IW  privates,  a  large  quantity  of  flour,  beef,  butter, 
caflnon^  small^arms  and  military  stores,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
tlili»ipMvinciah. 

Having  garrisoned  Montreal,  St.  John,  and  Chambl^,  to 
k^p  up  a  communication  between  Quebec  and  the  colonies, 
Mbntgomery  marched  to  Quebec  with  only  about  300  men. 
As  the  march  from  St.  John  to  Montreal  had  been  attended 
with  so  much  difficulty  and  sufferings  through  low  and 
marsny  land,  many  of  the  troops  began  to  murmur  when  they 
arrived  at  the  latter  place ;  and  as  the  time  o{  the  service  of 
some  had  expired,  they  insisted  upon  going  home.  Some  of 
these  malcontents  actually  did  go  home,  while  others  were 
persuaded  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  their  leader. 

Colonel  Maclean  was  suddenly  called  upon  to  defend  Que* 
bee  against  the  most  imminent  danger  from  an  unexpected 
quarter. 

At  the  time  the  provincial  army  blockaded-  Beston^  Wash- 
ington had  conceived  an  enterprise,  whiehf  for  originality  and 
boldness,  has  seldom  been  equalled. 

About  130  nttles  north  of  Boaton  is  the  Kennebec  river, 
stretching  fix>m  the  seatbrougb  the  atate  of  Maine  to  no  great 
distance  from  Quebec.  The  plan  was,  to  sail  up  this  nret 
with  about  1100  men,  penetrate  through  ^wampsand  fcMrests* 
and  pass  over  the  mountains  that  separate  New  England  from 
Canada,  beyond  the  sources  of  the  Kemiebee.  Opposite 
these  sources,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  rises  an- 
other river,  called  the  Chaudi^re,  virhich  flows  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  a  short  distance  above  Quebec*  Arriving  from 
such  an  unexpected  quarter,  through  rough  and  dismal  soli- 
tudes, where  the  marching  of  an  army  appeared  chimerical, 
it  was  supposed  that  Quebec,  unprepared  for  such  an  attack, 
would  fall  an  easy  prey. 

The  command  of  this  extraordinary  enterprise  was  given 
to  Colonel  Arnold,  a  man  of  the  most  intrepid  courage,  bor- 
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deriipig at tim^s  on  madnesus*. aready  gt:aiu$,  wi thgreat  eaerg^. 
and  firmness  of  chai^acter. 

About  th^  middle  of  September,  ArnoldJeft  Bostou  vvUU 
ten  companies  of  fusileers,  three  of  riflenveo,  and  one  of  ajc^l-, 
Ier}%  Ampng  the  few  vohmteers.  that  joined  tb^m,  was 
Coilonel  Burr,  When, they  arrived  at  Newburypprt,  situated 
at  the  mojuth  of  the  Merrio^ck,  the  vessels  in  waiting,  con- 
veyed t\ie  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kexipebeq.  Favoured 
by.  the  wind,  Arnoid  entered  the,  river,  and  fou^  200  ba.tteaux 
in, progress,  at  the  town  o^  Gardiner.  These,  being,  laden 
with  his  arms,  apnmunitiont  and  provisions,  the  soldiers.com- 
mfsnced  their  labours  against  an  impetuous.carrenjt,interru(Ued 
by,  rocks,  shoals,  and  falls,  wluch  obUged  them  to  unload  the 
boats  again  and  again^  and  carry  all  the  lading^  and,  finally, 
the  bpat^  themselyes,,  until  the  stream  became  navigable  again. 
And  when,  with  incessant  toil,  they  had  traver^d  the  length 
of  ti\e  river^  they,  had  diffipultie^  to  encounter  no  less  formi- 
dable. They  now  commenced  their  ma^ch  over  swampy 
grounds;  penetrated  through  thick  forests,  hewing  their  way 
thirough>  with  b^^ggage  on  .their  backs;  scaled. high  and  rugj* 
g^d, mountains,  hitherto  deemed  inaccessible;  waded  through 
water;  traversed  frightful  precipices;  and,  to  increase  these 
accumulated  horrors,  their  provisions  had  failed,  and  sickness 
appeared  among  th^m  before  they  had. reached  the  sources  of 
the  Kennebec;  and  Colonel  Enos  receiving  orders  to  send 
back  all  the  sick,  emibraQed.the  occasion  and  went  back  him- 
self with  all  his  detachment  to  Boston.  His  appearance,  there 
excited  the  indignation  of  the  aroiy ;  he  was  brought  before 
axourt'-martial,  but  acquitted,  on  the  supposed  impossibility 
of.  obtaining  sustenance  in  these  dismal  places*  This  deser- 
tion, and  the  incres^ing;  diffi<^ulties,  seemed  tp  invigorate 
Arnold  and  his  heroic  followers.  They  ate  th^ir  dogs,  and 
whatever  else,  they  could. get,  excepting,  however,  their  shoes 
and  clothes,  as.  some  authors,  influenced  by  popular  errors, 
have  erroneously  stated.  For  300  miles  they  travelled, 
without  perceiving  a  single  habitation.  While  still  at  the 
distance  of ,  one  hunclred. miles  from  human  habitations,  they, 
divided  their  whole  store,  and  each  man  got  about. four  pints 
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of  flour.  At  thirty  miles'  distance  from  the  habitations  of 
men,  they  baked  the  last  morsef  of  their  provisions.  Their 
constancy  and  courage,  however,  diu  iiot  desert  them,  and 
when  threatened  with  death  from  famine,  Arnold  appeared 
among  them  with  some  food.  They  continued  their  march, 
and  at  length  discovered,  to  their  inexpressible  joy,  the 
sources  of  the  Chaudi^re,  and  soon  after  the  dwellings  and 
faces  of  men.  The  Canadians  received  and  treated  them  as 
friends,  expressing  their  friendly  disposition  towards  Congress. 
Arnold  issued  a  proclamation  of  General  Washington,  the 
nature  of  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  Schuyler  and  Mont- 
gomery ;  and  having  collected  his  scattered  soldiers,  he  con- 
tinued his  march,  and  about  six  or  seven  weeks  after  his  de- 
parture from  Boston,  or  rather  Cambridge,  he  arrived  at  a 
place  called  Point  Levy,  situated  opposite  to  Quebec,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

The  astonishment  and  consternation  produced  upon  the 
people  of  Quebec  on  the  appearance  of  this  apparition,  was 
universal.  They  could  not  imagine  how  they  got  there. 
They  were  not  of  ''questionable  shape"  enough  to  have 
dropped  from  the  moon ;  and  although  their  hard  journey  may 
have  given  them  some  little  resemblance,  in  their  outward 
appearance,  to  Falstaff's  regiment,  yet  they  did  not  look  like 
beings  from  a  nether  world.  Had  not  the  small-craft  and 
boats  been  removed  just  before  the  arrival  of  Arnold,  which 
prevented  him  from  crossing  the  river  for  several  days,  he 
would  have  made  himself  master  of  Quebec  before  the  inha- 
bitants recovered  from  their  surprise. 

Arnold  had  confided  a  letter  to  an  Indian  while  yet  at  the 
sources  of  the  Kennebec,  to  carry  to  General  Schuyler,  which, 
through  the  carelessness  or  treachery  of  the  savage,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Colonel  Maclean,  who,  being  thus  apprized  of  the 
approach  of  the  Americans,  had  advanced  by  forced  marches 
to  Quebec,  just  in  time  to  withdraw  the  boats  and  make  hasty 
preparations  to  defend  the  city.  From  the  disafiection  which 
prevailed  in  Canada  to  the  British  government,  this  defence 
would  have  been  very  feeble ;  but  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
both  French  and  English,  as  soon  as  they  saw  American 
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colours  floating  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  fearing  for  their 
own  property,  united  by  common  danger  in  active  exertions 
to  be  prepared  before  the  Americans  could  cross  the  river. 

Some  of  the  Canadians  having  furnished  Arnold  with  boats, 
and  the  tempestuous  winds  which  had  blown  for  several  days 
and  nights  having  ceased,  he  appointed  the  night  of  the  13th 
of  November  to  pass  the  river  and  attack  the  city.  All  his 
men  were  embarked  except  150,  who  remained  to  complete 
the  scaling-ladders.  The  ships  of  the  enemy  were  carefully 
avoided,  and  on  reaching  the  lefl  bank,  Arnold,  followed  by 
his  heroic  soldiers,  mounted  the  heights  of  Abraham,  where 
the  immortal  Wolfe  had  ascended  before  him,  and  drew  up 
his  little  army  near  the  plains  of  Abraham.  Here  he  waited 
for  the  companies  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  He  hoped 
to  surprise  the  city  and  carry  it  by  a  single  effort ;  but  his  in- 
tercepted letter,  and  his  appearance  at  Point  Levy,  had  given 
the  alarm,  and  all  were  at  their  posts.  He  resolved,  how- 
ever, upon  an  attack,  notwithstanding  the  unpromising  as- 
pect of  affairs.  Hie  had  no  cannon ;  many  of  his  muskets 
had  become  useless  during  the  journey,  and  their  ammuni- 
tion was  so  damaged  that  only  six  charges  remained  to  a 
man.  With  a  view  to  excite  a  moral  sway  over  the  inhabit- 
ants, he  now  began  to  show  himself  frequently  upon  the 
heights,  and  at  last  actually  sent  a  flag  summoning  the  town 
to  surrender,  but  Maclean  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon  the 
bearers.  Receiving  intelligence  of  several  Canadians  that  it 
was  proposed  to  attack  him  on  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
Arnold  found  it  necessary  to  retire  to  Point  au  Tremble, 
twenty  miles  above  Quebec,  to  await  the  arrival  of  Montgo- 
mery fifom  Upper  Canada. 

On  the  first  of  December,  Montgomery  arrived  at  Point  au 
Tremble,  with  his  300  men.  Colonel  Arnold  advanced  to  re- 
ceive him,  and  the  shouts  of  joy  at  this  meeting  echoed  far 
over  the  dismal  scenes  of  winter. 

Marching  in  company,  the  two  generals  arrived  in  sight  of 
Qaebec  on  the  5th  of  December.  Montgomery  demanded 
an  immediate  surrender  of  the  governor,  who  had  now  ar- 
rived.   This  was  again  refused ;  and  the  general,  considering 
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his  wecJmeM  and  the  resolution  of  the  inhabitants  to  oppose 
hiin»  had  bMt  faint  hopes  of  success.  However^  as  tbe  for- 
tifications of  so  extensiye  a  city  were  numerous,  he  thought 
of  finding  an  opportunity  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  at  some 
propitious  moment.  Five  small  mortars  were  employed  to 
throw  bombs  into  the  city»  but  without  e&ct.  In  a  few  days 
after,,  six  pieces  of  cannon  were  planted  within  700  paces  of 
the  walls,  but  their  calibre  was  too  small  to  produce  any 
effect 

A  Canadian  winter,  with  all  its  severity,  was  howling 
around  our  adventurers.  The  snow,  which  fell  incessantly, 
encumbered  all  their  movements;  the  piercing  cold  was  be- 
yond human  nature  to  bear  in  the  open  field ;  the  toils  and 
dreadful  sufferings  to  which  their  small  number  subjected 
them,  would  have  been  overwhelming,  had  not  their  attach* 
men!  to  their  cause  and  their  unshaken  confidence  in  their 
general  sustained  thenu 


•*n»  kesntr  temparts  nse;  and  fuming  dim 
From  all  the  livid  eut,  or  pieieing  north. 
Thick  ckNids  Mcend,  in  whose  capaciooa  womb 
A  vapoury  deluge  lies,  to  snow  congeaPd ; 
Heavy  they  roll  their  fleecy  world  aloog, 
And  the  sky  saddens  witii  the  gathered  storm. 
Tlmngh  the  hushed  air  the  whitening  shower  descends, 
At  fisst  thin  wavering,  tili  at  last  the  flakes 
EaU  bimd,  and  wide,  and  fiiat»  dtmnfa^  the  dajr 
With  a  continual  flow.** 

The.  time  of  service  of  thepnovinoials  had  nearly  expired, 
and:  Jtfontgpmery  saw  that,  without  a  bold«ffi>rtv  this  part  of 
the  object  of  his  expedition  miut  fail ;  and  he  even  doafaled 
if  the  conquests  already  made  could  be  pceservedf  if  the  capi* 
taL  of  the  province  remained  in  the  power  of  the  English^ 

Thus  situated,  temerity  and  prudence  became  almost  the 
same,  to  them;  and  however  riender  nay  have  been  die  hopes 
of  success,  diey  resorted  to  the  only  means  left  them  consist* 
eat. with  the  character  of  brave  and  patriotic  men.  A  conn- 
cil  of  war  was  convoked ;  an  assault  was  agreed  :upon,  and 
the  necessary  dispositions  for  storming  the  town  were  put  in 
execution. 
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Four  attacks  were  to  be  made  at  the  same  time-^two  fidse 
ones,  by  Majora  Liviagstooe  and  Biown»  to  divide  the  eiia* 
ray's  forces,  and  two  real  oiiea,  the  first  led  by  Montgomery, 
and  the  second  by  Arnold,  both  of  whom  dureeted  their 
fiMx^s  against  the  lower  part  of  the  town  from  opfioBile 
points. 

The  attacks  were  made  between  4  and  5  o'clock,  on  the 
31st  of  December,  in  a  tremendous  snow-storm;  and^  the 
firing  of  rockets  was  intended  for  the  signal. 

Brown  and  Livingstone,  detained  by  the  snow  and  other 
obstacles,  were  too  late  to  execute  their  feints. 

Montgomery  led  his  men  to  the  attack.  On  apfNroacbing 
the  first  barrier  a  panic  seized  tbeCanadians^  and  th^  threw 
down  their  arms  and  fled.  But  as  the  Americans  approached^ 
the  road  was  so  much  obstructed  by  enormous  pileft  of  snowt 
that  its  removal  became  necessary.  This-  being^  efiecled^ 
they  passed  one  by  one,  and  having  assembled  30(>men,  the 
general  encouraged  them  to  advance  rapidly  to  take  the  bar-' 
ner.  One  of  the  Canadians,  some  daring  fellow,- on  seeing 
the  Americans  halt^  returned  to  the  battery,  and  finding  one 
of  the  matches  stiU  burning,  he  fired  a  cannon  loaded  with 
grape-shot.  Mbntgom^,  Macpherson,  and  Cheesman,  with 
several  others,  who  had  been  only  forty  paces  ofT*  were  killed* 
The  troops  fled  and  abandoned  the  enterprise. 

The  Americans  under  Arnold  advanced  rapidly  through  a 
passage  obstmcted  by  a  large  quantity  of  snow,  under  the 
fire  of  grape-shot  from  the  besieged^  Receivinga  wound  in 
the  leg  from  a  musket^ball,  which  firaetured  the  boos^  he  was 
carried  to  the  hospital  almost  by  force.  This  was  an  anliieky 
leg,  for  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga, it. was; grievously  wounded 
again.  No  one,  we  hope^  will  find  fault  with  the  word.- leg*— 
we  detest,  above  all  things,  a  false  modesty.  To  say  that  a 
man  was  wounded  in  an  extremity  loaves  the  sense  ambigB* 
ous  as  to  whether  it  was  a  moral  or  a  phynoal  extremity^- 
an  upper  or  a  Zscosr  extremity:  in  short,  we  h«ve  always 
been  of  the  opinion  that  this  pseudo-delicacy— 4his  stammer- 
ing, hesitating  evasion  of  a  proper  name  leads  the  mind^ 
more  than  anything  else,  to  mischief.    A  refined  mind  should 
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never  resort  to  such  ridiculous  auxiliaries.  With  this 
wounded  leg  we  have  limped  from  our  subject. 
•  Captain  Morgan  has  taken  the  command.  He  rushes 
against  the  first  battery,  and  his  celebrated  riflemen  kill  the 
enemy  through  the  embrasures.  Ladders  are  applied  to  the 
parapets,  and  the  first  battery  is  taken,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  A  few  brave  men  had  followed  Morgan, 
but  the  rest  had  not  yet  time  to  join  him.  Here  they  stood, 
in  a  strange  place,  unacquainted  with  the  city,  involved  in 
darkness,  and  pelted  by  the  pitiless  storm ;  the  roar  of  artillery 
and  of  musketry  shakes  the  ground ;  the  flash  of  fire  lights  up, 
momentarily,  the  awful  scene,  then  again  it  is  involved  in 
additional  gloom.  Despair  would  have  seized  upon  ordinary 
men,  but  Morgan  rallied  his  riflemen,  hurried  towards  the 
next  barrier,  followed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Green,  Majors 
Bigelow  and  Meigs.  The  second  battery  was  attacked  as 
the  morning  dawned ;  and  as  the  enemy  sallied  out,  under 
Captain  Anderson,  to  summon  the  Americans  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  Morgan  levelled  his  rifle  at  the  captain's  head 
and  stretched  him  on  the  ground.  The  British,  surprised  at 
such  audacity,  scampered  oflT  rather  abruptly,  hid  themselves 
behind  the  battery,  and  shut  the  barrier.  An  attempt  was 
next  made  to  scale  the  second  barrier,  but,  to  their  astonish- 
ment, they  saw  two  files  of  soldiers,  with  a  forest  of  bayonets, 
ready  to  receive  them.  Alarmed  by  a  fire  in  their  rear  and 
flank,  the  soldiers  retired  into  the  houses,  while  Morgan, 
alnM)st  alone,  called  upon  them  to  return.  A  retreat  was  at 
last  sounded,  when  surrounded  by  enemies,  and  Morgan  pro- 
posed to  his  followers  to  fight  their  way  through  them; 
but  hoping  that  Montgranery  might  soon  come  to  their  relief, 
they  refused  to  expose  themselves  to  the  consequences  of  such 
a  desperate  attempt,  and  remained  in  the  houses,  defending 
themselves.  The  enemy  continued  to  pour  in  from  other  parts 
of  the  city,  indicating  the  failure  of  Montgomer}''s  detach- 
m^it;  and,  having  lost  all  hope  of  escaping,  Morgan,  with 
his  inmiediate  followers,  made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  sur- 
rendered, when  each  became  a  kind  of  caged  lion,  proud, 
digniied,  and  undaunted. 
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The  garrison  of  Quebec  consisted  of  about  1500  men ;  the 
number  of  Americans,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  ivere  800. 
The  Americans  lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  100,  and  #00 
were  taken  prisoners.  Montgomery  was  found  the  day  after 
the  attack,  with  a  wound  in  each  thigh,  and  one  ih  the  head. 

The  following  occurs  in  Lee's  memoirs :  **  When  Morgan 
was  in  confinement  at  Quebec,  the  following  anecdote,  told 
by  himself,  manifests  the  high  opinion  entertained  by  the 
enemy  of  his  military  talents,  from  his  conduct  in  this  assault. 
He  was  visited  occasionally  by  a  British  officer,  to  him  un- 
known ;  but,  from  his  uniform,  he  appeared  to  belong  to  the 
navy,  and  to  be  an  officer  of  distinction.'  During  one  of  his 
visits,  after  conversing  upon  many  topics,  he  asked  Morgan 
if  he  did  not  begin  to  be  convinced  that  the  resistance  of 
America  was  visionary ;  and  he  endeavoured  to  impress  him 
with  the  disastrous  consequences  which  must  infallibly  ensue, 
if  the  idle  attempt  were  persevered  in,  and  very  kindly  ex- 
horted him  to  renounce  t^e  ill-advised  undertaking.  He 
declared,  with  seeming  sincerity  and  candour,  his  admiration 
of  Morgan's  spirit  and  enterprise,  which,  he  said,  were  worthy 
of  a  better  cause ;  and  told  him,  if  he  would  agree  to  with- 
draw from  the  American,  and  join  the  British  standard,  he 
was  authorized  to  promise  him  the  commission,  rank,  and 
emoluments  of  a  colonel  in  the  royal  army."  Morgan 
rejected  the  proposal  with  disdain ;  and  concluded  his  reply 
by  observing, "  that  he  hoped  he  would  never  again  insult  him 
in  his  distressed  and  unfortunate  situation,  by  making  him 
offers  which  plainly  implied  that  he  thought  him  a  rascal." 
The  officer  withdrew,  and  the  offer  was  never  repeated. ' 

After  the  repulse,  Arnold  retired  and  encamped  for  the 
winter  about  three  miles'  from  Quebec,  to  convert  the  siege 
into  a  blockade.  After  entrenching  himself,  he  scoured  the 
country  to  intercept  the  provisions  intended  for  the  city. 
The  governor,  satisfied  with  the  possession  qf  his  capital, 
quietly  waited  for  reinforcements  from  England.  In  thei 
spring  of  1776,  Arnold,  finding  his  forces  inadequate  for  the 
reductioa  of  Quebec,  and  receiving  no  reinforcements,  re« 
tired.     The  Americans,  after  being  obliged   to  relinquish 
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one  po6t  after  another,  had  entirely  evacuated  Canada  about 
the  18th  of  June. 

#hu8  ended  one  of  the  most  wonderful  adventures  that  the 
history  of  the  world  furnishes — a  theme  fit  for  the  poet,  the 
painter  and  Xhemovdistt  for  here  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction. 
if  the  expedition  did  not  succeed  fully,  it  did  so  in  many 
respects ;  but  the  greatest  effect  it  produced  was  its  moral 
influence.  Such  an  illustration  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 
whether  on  a  large  or  a  small  scale,  often  accomplishes  more 
than  bloody  and  victorious  battles,  by  the  influence  it  has 
upon  the  minds  of  men. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  some  pages  back  (p.  232), 
we  left  a  wrathy  governor  a  voluntary  prisoner  in  his  ovni 
strongly  fortified  palace.  This  was  l/ord  Dunmore  of  Vir- 
ginia. What  has  become  of  him  it  is  now  our  business  to 
inquire.  He  says  (and  we  have  no  disposition  to  doubt  tus 
words)  that  his  present  residence  is  on  board  the  Fowey  man- 
of-war,  anchored  near  Yorktovni.  He  declares  that  himself 
and  family  had  been  exposed  to  a  furious  multitude,  and  he 
had  thought  it  prudent  to  take  refuge  in  a  place  of  safety. 
The  Assembly  tell  him  that  if  he  had  acquainted  them  with 
his  fears  before  leaving,  they  would  have  taken  measures  for 
the  security  of  himself  and  his  family ;  and  then  invite  him 
to  return.  But  he  refuses,  and  tells  them  that  they  might 
send  the  bills  on  board  his  armed  ship  for  examination.  All 
intercourse  was  soon  at  an  end,  and  the  governor,  or  rather 
ex-governor,  issued  his  proclamations,  instituting  martial  law, 
and  proffering  freedom  to  those  slaves  who  would  repair  to  the 
British  standard  I  Such  cowardly  proceedings  merited  the 
contempt  of  every  generotis  mind.  If  an  enemy  is  honoura- 
Ue,  we  may  respect  him  though  we  detest  his  cause ;  but 
mean  conduct  compels  us  to  pity  or  despise  the  man.  Such 
a  hero  as  Dunmore,  of  course,  did  not  remain  idle.  He  equip- 
ped end  armed  a  number  of  other  vessels,  and  as  the  provin- 
cials refused  him  provisions,  kutead  of  waging  ordinary  wari 
he  proceeded  to  reduce  Hampton  to  ashes,  and  wage  a  kind 
of  piratical  war.  Again  he  came  to  shore  at  Norfolk,  situ- 
ated near  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  on  the  Elizabeth 
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river,  where  a'  few  loyalnts  and  a  very  few  ftighlMied  darkeys 
joined  him ;  and,  after  defeating  a  handfal  of  militia  hastily 
assembled,  the  governor  already  considered  himself  a  Cyar, 
and  had  great  hopes  of  re^conquering  his  province!  The 
governor  next  entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  position  on  the 
Elizabeth  river  with  his  araaigamated  army. 

The  Virginians  threw  ap  entrenchments  within  cannon-' 
shot  of  the  enemy.  Dunmore  sent  Captain  Pordyce  to  dis- 
lodge them,  but  being  killed,  and  many  of  the  troops  killed 
and  wounded,  the  rest  retired.  The  negroes,  of  course, 
showed  the  white  of  the  eye  and  ran.  The  governor  re- 
embarked,  but  returning  some  time  after,  and  demanding 
food  in  vain,  he  burnt  the  town  of  Norfolk,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1776.  About  6000  inhabitants  were  thus  deprived 
q£  their  homes.  After  this  he  joined  General  Howe  at  New 
York. 

•«— Sea-onMBd  Norfelk  Hgiits  the  neigUxmrinff  plftlM* 
From  reakn  to  realm  the  smoky  volnnes  bend. 
Reach  round  the  bays  and  up  the  streams  extend ; 
Deep  o'er  the  concave  heavy  wreaths  are  roUM, 
And  midland  towns  and  distant  groves  infold. 
Through  solid  curls  of  smoke,  the  bnrsting  fires 
Climb  in  tall  pyramids  above  the  spiren, 
Concentring  aU  the  winds ;  whose  foees,  driven 
With  equal  rage  from  every  point  of  heaven, 
Whirl  into  conflict,  round  the  scantling  pour 
The  twisting  flames,  and  through  the  rafters  roar. 
Suck  up  the  cinders,  send  them  sailing  far, 
To  warn  the  nations  of  the  raging  war, 
Bend  high  the  blazing  vortex,  swelled  and  curPd, 
Careering,  brightening  o*erdie  lostred  world, 
Absorb  the  reddenmg  clouds  that  roond  them  nm» 
lick  the  pale  stars,  and  mock  their  absent  son : 
Seas  catch  the  q)lendour,  kindling  skies  resound, 
And  Ming  structures  diake  the  smouldering  ground. 

Crowds  of  wild  fugitives,  with  frantic  tread, 
Flit  through  the  flames  that  pierce  the  midnight  shade, 
Back  on  the  burning  domes  revert  their  eyes. 
Where  some  lost  firiend,  some  perish*d  inftnt  lies; 
Their  maimed,  their  sick,  their  age-enfeebled  sires 
Have  smik  sad  victims  to  the  sateless  fires. 


27i  THB  ABUT   AND  NAVT.  [1775-6. 


They  greet  with  one  last  look  their  tottering  walla, 
See  the  blaze  thicken,  as  the  ruin  &118, 
Then  o*er  the  country  train  their  dumb  despair. 
And  &r  behind  them  leave  the  dancing  glare ; 
rheir  own  crush'd  roofi  still  lend  a  trembling  light, 
Point  their  long  shadows  and  direct  their  ili^t ; 
Till  wandering  wide  they  seek  some  cottage  door, 
Ask  the  vile  pittance  due  the  vagrant  poor ; 
Or,  faint  and  &ltering  on  the  devious  road, 
They  sink  at  last,  and  yield  their  mortal  load.'* 

The  royal  governors  of  other  colonies  took  refuge  on  board 
of  the  English  shipping,  and  royal  government  generally,  by 
this  abdication,  terminated  v^ith  the  year  1775. 


CHAPTER   VI. 


Btockada  of  Boston  tamed  into  a  Sisge— Americans  SotfUf  Deichsater  Heights 
-^Astonishment  of  the  Enemy—Evacuate  Boston'-Sail  to  Hali£u^  Washington 
takes  Poaseaaion  of  Boston. 

'*  The  cannons  have  their  howels  ftdl  of  wrath ; 
And  ready-mounted  are  they  to  spit  forth 
Their  iron  indignation  Against  your  walls." 

"Look,nylordr  ♦  ♦  • 

**  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us  !** 

TsE' garrison  of  Boston  saw  its  sphere  of  operations,  in 
procuring  provisions,  diminish  from  day  to  day.  Not  only 
had  Washington  encouraged  the  frequent  skirmishes  about 
Boston  with  this  view,  and  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  accustom  them  to  the  din  of  arms  and  the  encoun- 
ter of  the  enemy,  but  a  decree  of  Congress  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  provisions  from  the  colonies  to  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  the  island  of  St.  John,  Newfoundland  and  the  Flori- 
das,  made  provisions  so  scarce  in  these  places  that  the  inha- 
bitants were  themselves  in  want.  If  the  British  attempted 
to  land  and  forage  along  the  coast  of  the  colonies,  they  were 
attacked  and  beaten  back  by  the  provincials.  The  enemy 
now  became  desperate ;  and  one  of  their  ships,  laden  with  the 
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effects  of  some  loyalists,  being  attacked  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Falmouth,  Massachusetts,  they  bombarded  the  town,  and 
then  sent  a  detachment  on  shore  to  set  it  on  fire  and  reduce 
it  to  ashes.  The  Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  already 
ordained  the  armament  of  some  vessels  to  protect  the  coast, 
now  decreed  that  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  should  be 
granted,  and  that  admiralty  courts  should  be  established  to 
decide  on  the  validity  of  the  prizes. 

With  a  view  to  intercept  the  enemy's  navigation  and  pro- 
tect the  coasts  of  the  colonies,  Congress  decreed  that  a  fleet 
of  five  ships  of  thirty-two  guns,  five  of  twenty-eight,  and 
three  of  twenty-four,  should  be  built  and  armed.  Two  were 
to  be  constructed  in  Massachusetts,  one  in  New  Hampshire, 
one  in  Connecticut,  two  in  Rhode  Island,  two  in  New  York, 
four  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one  in  Maryland.  These  vessels 
were  equipped  with  great  despatch,  and  the  conunand  of  the 
squadron  was  given  to  Commodore  Hopkins.  Congress  also 
created  courts  of  admiralty,  and  authorized  the  capture  of  the 
ships  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  or  which  should  lend  them 
any  assistance. 

To  their  great  amazement,  the  enemy  soon  saw  swarms  of 
American  vessels  along  the  coast ;  not  only  the  squadron  of 
Congress,  but  also  the  Massachusetts  cruisers.  These  took 
an  immense  number  of  prizes,  and  rivalled  the  enemy  on  an 
element  on  which  they  had  hitherto  experienced  no  opposition 
from  the  provincials.  The  American  vessels,  hiding  behind 
the  great  number  of  little  islands  along  the  coast,  suddenly 
darted  out  and  took  the  enemy's  ships,  loaded  with  provisions. 
By  these  means  they  not  only  cut  off  the  provisions  and  fuel, 
but  the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  over  from  England,  of 
which  the  provincials  stood  much  in  need,  were  also  taken. 

While  Washington  was  thus  gradually  closing  every  door  and 

avenue  to  Boston,  by  land  and  sea,  not  only  cutting  off  the 

provisions  of  the  enemy,  but  diminishing  the  chances  of  escape, 

he  began  to  contemplate  the  best  nK)de  of  taking  John  Bull 

by  the  horns ;  of  making  the  whole  British  army  prisoners, 

and  of  destroying  the  British  squadron  in  the  port  and  bay. 

Encouraged  and  urged  by  Congress  to  brave  all  dangerl^ 
_  _ 
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terminating  the  siege  of  Boston,  before  the  arrival  of  rein- 
forcements from  England,  when  the  services  of  the  American 
army  would  be  required  elsewhere,  Washington  arranged  a 
plan  to  take  the  city  by  assault.  Calling  his  generals  together, 
he  proposed  to  them  his  plan  of  attack.  The  majority,  how- 
ever, opposed  the  plan ;  and  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the 
Dorchester  Heights  should  be  occupied ;  which  commanding 
Boston  and  its  harbour,  the  enemy  would  be  forced  to  eva- 
cuate the  city.  This  plan  was  preferred,  as  being  attended 
with  less  risk  than  the  other.  The  prudence  and  sagacity  of 
the  commander-in-chiof,  in  estimating  the  probable  issue  of 
such  an  undertaking,  constrains  us  to  believe,  that  had  his 
plan  been  carried  into  effect,  the  result  would  have  been  the 
capture  of  the  British  army. 

The  Americans,  to  mask  their  real  design,  opened  batteries 
at  various  points,  which  incessantly  fulminated  with  a  terrible 
roar,  on  the  night  of  >f  arch  2d,  1776.  The  darkness  of  the 
night  "was  dissipated  by  the  continual  Maze.  The  bombs  fell 
thick  and  fast  in  Boston ;  the  houses  were  fired  again  and 
again,  and  the  garrison  were  labouring  continually  in  eiftin- 
guishing  the  flames.  Not  sospectirtg  that  such  a  furious  at- 
tack of  ciiAnon  and  bombs  was  a  mere  feint ,  the  enemy  had 
no  fear  of  danger  from  any  other  quarter. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  March,  the  Americans  pro- 
ceeded silently  towards  the  peninsula  of  Dorchester.  The 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  favourable  course  of  the  wind, 
carrying  away  the  unavoidable  noise,  and  the  continual  deaf- 
ening rdar  and  thunder  of  the  numerous  batteries  employed 
in  the  feinty  all  favoured  the  enterprise. 

The  van-guard,  consisting  of  1200  men,  was  followed  by  the 
carriages  containing  the  entrenching  tools.  In  the  rear-guard 
were  300  carts  of  bundles  of  hay,  fascines,  Ac,  to  cover  the 
flanks  of  the  troops  in  passing  the  isthmus  of  Dorchester,  ex- 
posed to  be  raked  on  both  sides'  by  the  guns  on  the  British 
ships.  Arriving  upon  the  eminences,  they  commenced  the 
work  in  excellent  spirits,  and  with  such  surprising  activity, 
that  by  morning  they  had  two  forts  constructed,  one  on  each 
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^lull^  (rksM^ivp  abruptly  from  rthe  siHnnuinNlii^  laai  to  a  ccm- 
aid^rftble  he^t,)  ^fvUcfa  oampietely  dMkered  them. 

In  the  iMming,  when  "die  dmrkaess  wm  dissiptttori,  the 
BOrprise  and  ^taarn  ot  the  enenqr  were  extveme ;  the  goMen^ 
dreaoM  ef  conqiiest  aad  of  fiune  titled  away  like  the  **  haselefls 
fabrics  of  a  TisiDR,''  and  they  stood  aghast,  as  if  M1ME» 
MENE,  TEKEL,  UPHARSIN,  had  been  wrkten  in  charac- 
ters of  fire  on  the  He^ts  of  Dorchester. 

*'No  attemative  remained  now  for  the  besieged,"  says 
Stedman,  writing  fer  the  British,  **  bat  to  dislodge  the  provin- 
cials from  their  aew  works,  or  evacuate  the  town.  To  succeed 
in  the  former  was  inipo8sible»  for  the  British  troops  must  have 
ascended  an  almost  perpendicuhir  eminence,  on  the  top  of 
which  the  Americans  had  prepitfed  hogriieads,  chained  to- 
gether in  great  nambers,  and  fiUed  with  stones,  to  rdl  down 
upon  them  as  they  marched  up :  a  curious  provision,  by  which 
whole  cqIihohs  would  have  been  swept  off  at  onee.  This 
species  «t'  preparation  will  exemplify,  in  a  striking  manner, 
thaifertilUy  ofgmnus  in  eaqpedieniSf  which  strongly  ehartteter^ 
vb$d  the  Americans  during  the  war.  This  would  efl^tually 
have  destroyed  all  order,  and  have  broken  the  ranks." 

Admiml  Howe,  after  examining  the  works,  declared  that, 
if  the  Americans  were  not  diskxlged  from  their  position,  his 
vessels  could  no  longer  remain  in  safety  in  the  harbour.  The 
city  itself  might  be  converted  into  a  heap  of  ruins  by  the 
provincials. 

General  Howe,  brother  of  the  admiral,  and  successor  to 
Genaral  GagB,  had  at  one  time  concluded  to  attack  the  colo- 
nists. He  ordered  ladders  to  be  prepared  to  soflrie  the  walls, 
but  the  ebb  of  the  tide  and  the  tempestuous  winds  defeated 
his  object,  whilci  in  the  mean  time,  the  Americans  erected  a 
third  redoubt,  and  Washington  aroused  his  soldiers  to  be 
ready  to  take  Boston,  either  during  the  battle  or  immediately 
afler  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  before  they  could  recover  from 
the  ooAfiifion. 

TJke  British  BOW  began  tocakulate  the  cosf  of  victory,  even 
if  auceessfiiL  Tkey  bad  not  yet  iorgmm  Bmker's  Hill, 
wdiieh  vsea  less  elovaled,^«id  file  works  less  perfeet 


976  THS   AEMY   AMD  HAVT.  [1776. 


But  il  the  enemy  found  insurmountable  obstacles  staring 
them  in  the  face,  discouraging  the  attempt  to  dislodge  the 
provincials,  while  the  destruction  of  their  ships  and  even 
their  own  imprisonment  formed  unwelcome  ideas  in  their 
haughty  minds,  a  retreat  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  under  the 
cannon's  mouth,  controlled  by  exasperated  men,  promised  no 
auspicious  departure. 

"  Now,"  said  a  man  *  fou  and  unco  happy,'  holding  on  to  a 
post  on  the  edge  of  a  Philadelphia  wharf,  on  a  cold  winter 
night,  '*  if  I  hold  on  I  shall  perish  with  the  cold ;  if  I  let  go 
I  shall  be  drowned  in  the  river."  The  situation  of  this  man 
thus  illustrates  the  condition  of  Howe  and  his  army. 

In  this  awkward  dilemma,  Howe  assembled  some  of  the 
selectmen  of  Boston,  and  told  them  that  the  dty  being  no 
longer  of  any  use  to  the  king^  he  voas  resolved  to  abandon  it^  if 
Washington  did  not  oppose  it.  He  represented  to  them  all 
the  horrors  of  a  battle  within  the  walls  of  the  ciiyif  and,  at 
the  same  time,  pointed  to  the  combustible  materials  V^ady  to 
fire  the  city  in  case  he  was  molested.  With  this  intelligence 
he  sent  them  to  Washington,  and  Washington  sent  Howe  to 
Halifax  I  or  at  least  allowed  him  to  depart. 

The  Americans  remained  quiet,  and  the  English  began  to 
retreat.  Boston  now  presented  a  melancholy  appearance; 
about  1500  loyalists,  with  their  families,  hastened  to  gather 
up  their  most  valuable  effects,  and  abandon  their  homes ;  fa- 
thers are  carrying  loads  on  their  backs;  mothers,  almost 
frantic  with  grief  and  despair,  drag  their  little  whiteheads 
through  the  streets  towards  the  ships  that  are  to  take  them 
from  their  homes  and  their  country,  under  the  most  gloomy 
circumstances.  Frightful  tumults,  arising  from  quarrels  and 
fights  for  the  beasts  of  burden  and  carts,  to  remove  furniture, 
disturb  the  streets.  The  soldiers  force  the  doors  to  rob  the 
houses  and  shops,  and  wantonly  destroy  what  they  cannot 
carry  away. 

Adverse  winds  detained  <he  enemy  for  some  time,  but  on 
the  17th  of  March  they  embariced,  and,  in  vessels  overladen 
with  men  and  baggage,  but  scant  in  provisions,  they  set  sail 
for  Halifax*  situated  in  a  sterile  county,  as  their  only  resort. 
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not  being  in  a  condition  to  land  forcibly  in  any  part  of  the 
colonies.  They  left  behind,  at  Boston  and  at  Castle  Island, 
250  pieces  of  cannon,  half  of  which  were  serviceable,  4  thir- 
teen and  a  half  inch  mortars  (to  fire  bombs  withal),  2500 
chaldrons  of  sea-coal,  25,000  bushels  of  wheat,  2300  bushels 
of  barley,  600  bushels  of  oats,  100  jars  of  oil,  and  150 
horses. — 7V^  aprcpoi. 

As  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  were  leaving  the  city, 
Washington  entered  it  on  the  other  side  with  colours  (now 
striped  -^ith  thirteen  lists)  floating  proudly  over  his  army, 
drums  beating,  and  all  the  forms  of  victory  and  triumph. 

The  people,  relieved  from  the  outrages  to  which  they  had 
been  exposed  for  sixteen  months  by  a  rude  and  insolent 
soldiery,  as  well  as  firom  hunger  and  cold,  received  Washing- 
ton with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and  gratitude,  so  richly 
merited  by  their  deliverer. 

"  Beside  him,  Justice  trims  her  scale, 

And  Freedom*s  songs  arise ; 
Fresh  laurels  Uoom  upon  his  brow, 

And  Fame  beftore  him  flies. 
O  mighty  chieC  aroond  thy  head 

Shall  Victory's  banner  wave, 
And  future  millions  bless  the  name 

Of  Wadiington  the  brave. 


In  silent  sadnesB,  weeping,  lay 

Columbia's  dauf^ters  tow. 
Their  tresses  bound  with  mantle  gray. 

Their  cheeks  were  pale  with  wo; 
'  O  mighty  Heaven !  protect,*  they  cried, 

'All  those  we  cannot  leave !' 
Hieir  piayers  were  heard ;  and  aU  rejoui 

In  WaduDgton  the  brave.** 
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Plan  of  the  Bhtlih  O^fwtaauA  to  •abdiw  the  Colonies— FUoC  aent  from  loBkad 
'^Wtf  iiHNoHb'CfaoUMrHDMbgt  of  Wtedomid-SiBgo  of  ChvleMHi,  Sovdi  Ci- 
rolinm— Dofint  of  the  Britiih  Fleet— Resolution  ioimkm  ^MBf/fMotm^'Irm  mA 
ind^^ndent  Suiee  Lee'e  8|i»ech— DeclaBation^Df  Mependence  toEflkta  on 
the  Ameiiean  People. 


•«Aaft  «te«  l»  that  widii4be  i 

Of  IVMdoai  oath^g^emmmMatu 
Bdbre  whoBe  nbre*8  dazzliagr  light 

ne  ejM  of  BrituA  warriors  wink  r 

*  *  4t  *  *  *  * 

«*  Que  wIm,  no  more  than  mortal  Imre, 
Fbni^t^ftr  the  knd'biB  aod  adond; 

For  happier  homes  and«aHai»fco 
Hia  only  talisman  the  swoid, 

His  only  spai^miid,  ItthMtyr 

Some  of  the  former  goreraon  of  the  QQlcHiia«»  burning  with: 
revenge,  or  actuated  by  a-astoral  itMHreto-regain  their  former 
power,  argued  the  Brithfh-  government  into  the  belief,  that  if 
the  mother  country  would  provide  a  respectable  force  to  co- 
operate with  the  loyalists,  they  would  ai  once  rally  under 
their  banners ;  but  that,  at  present,  they  were  restrained  from 
taking  an  active  part  against  tl»  Aaaiteaiis. 

Extremely  credulous  (a  weahssw  of  fnmian  nature)  in 
everything  that  flaitfeied' their  pride  and  vanity,  I  he  ministers, 
resolved  to  aim  an  overwhelming  blow  at  the  southern  pro- 
vinces. From  these  they  would  take  the  middle  and  northern 
colonies  in  flank;,  while  the  front  and  roar  oi  these  colonies 
would  be  assailed  from  the  seki  ami  finm  Camada.  By  such 
an  infallible  plan,  they  expected  soon  to  reduce  the  Americans 
to  submission.  But  they  were  most  egregiously  mistaken,  as 
men,  who  calculate  too  much  upon  the  infallibility  of  poor, 
blundering, /oUtUe  bipeds,  have  ever  been,  since  man  had  a 
being.  This  character  we  give  of  man  in  comparison  with 
God,  to  whom,  alone,  belongs  the  attribute  of  infallibility. 

The  fleet  sent  from  Ireland,  in  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  \ 
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ua^er  the  convoy.of  Sir  Peter  Pa^luer,  to  ccHjpjejate  wjih  the 
loy^ajists,,  first  in  NortU  Carolina;  thtjn  witU  those  of  South 
Ca^lina;  retarded  by^storins  and  contrary  wii?ds,  arrived  .at. 
Cape  Fear,  in  North  Carolina^  on  the  3<J  of  May,  after  a 
vQyage  of  nearly  three  ny>ath5.  Here  they  jo^ined  Geweral 
CU^itpp,  wj^o,  at  the  hea4  of. a, considerable  corps,  had  quitted 
Boston  in  December,  and  haying  bei^  un^ie  to  execute  his 
design  of  attacking  Virgjinia,  he  noW;  from  seniority,  took  the 
coQiQiaiid  in  chief, 

Governoir  Martin,  who  had  takqn  refuge,  ou  board  of  the 
vessels  of  the  king,  calculating,  t^n  a  timely  assistance  from 
Ei^land,  erected  the  royal  standard  in  North  Carolina,  sum- 
moiiing  the  loyalists  to  rally  abound  it  in  defence  of  the 
country,  and  against  rebels,  He  nam^d  Colonel  Macdonald, 
Captain-rGeheral  of  b\1  the  levies,  a  man  warmly  attaclied  to 
the  royal  cause.  Th^y  a^s^ipl^lqd  at  Cross  Creeks  where 
tl^eir  nuinb^rs.  increased. daily,  uptil  tb^y  a^sujoded  rather  a 
threatei^ing  appearance.  The  patriots,  howlsver,  were  not 
idl^.  The  provincial  Assembly  despatched  all  the  militia  in. 
preparation  against  theux>  and  caused  otl^rs  to, be  aissembled 
from  every  pv*  of  the  colony.  The  patriots  were  com- 
manded by  General  Moorie,  with^fiom  Mac4onald  attempted 
to  negQtiate.  Moore  had  the  a4dress  to  prolong  the  negotia- 
tion until  his  forces,  increasing  daily»  beca^^  superior  to 
those  of.  his  adv.ersafy,  wji^n  a  regular  ch^se  ensued,  and 
Macdonald,  in  his  m^,rches,  interpose^  forests,  rivers,  dLc., 
between  himself  and  hi;^  purs^^r84  to  baffle,  them  in  their 
attempt  to  cut  otT  hif.  retreat.  After  a  chase  of  80  miles, 
M^cdonftld  arrived  at  Moore's  Creek^  16  qiiles  from  Wil- 
n^ington,  whpre  he  expected  to  J9in  Governor  M&ftin  and 
Gei^^ral  Clintpn,  who  had  alieady  arrived,  at  Cape  Fear. 
Thq  patript3,  in  close  pur^i^it,  not  only  pr^vei^ted  the  junc- 
ti(in»  bvit  cq^ipelled  him. to  fight:  his  tropps. \^'ere  soon  seized 
with  a  panic,  and  ran  away  from  their  general,  ^yho  was 
made  prisoner,  witl^  nia^^y  other.  Iqyajists, 

This  untimely  mpven^ent  ruined  the  royal  cause  in  North 
Carolina ;  and  as  the  tr.ade  qarri^d  on  frorp  Charlqstoti,  Sputh 
C^jplii)^,  vjT^  the  source  from  w^hic^  the  provincials,  derived 
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the  means  for  the  warlike  preparations  of  the  south,  it  was 
supposed  that  its  reduction  would  not  only  stop  the  trade, 
but,  holding  the  capital,  they  expected  to  be  able  to  terrify 
the  entire  province  into  submission. 

The  city  being  situated  upon  the  very  coast,  where  the 
enemy's  boasted  naval  power  might  be  brought  into  requisi- 
tion, they  considered  this  opevation  required  nothing  more 
than  to  come,  to  see,  and  to  conquer. 

In  referring  to  a  map  of  South  Carolina,  the  reader  will 
find  that  Sullivan's  Island  is  situated  on  a  part  of  the  sea  six 
miles  from  a  point  of  land,  formed  by  the  confluence  of  Ash- 
ley and  Cooper  rivers,  and  upon  which  Charleston  is  situated. 
This  island,  upon  which  stands  a  fort,  commands  the  channel 
leading  to  the  port,  and  no  vessel  could  enter  without  passing 
under  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  which  was  now  armed  with  36 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon  and  26  smaller. 

The  militia  of  the  whole  province  are  called  to  the  defence 
of  this  city,  and  the  call  is  quickly  obeyed.  In  a  few  days 
6000  men  had  assembled  with  fire-arms,  with  spades,  or  axes. 
Entrenchments  were  thrown  up  along  the  shore,  and  the 
roads  leading  to  the  sea  were  obstructed  by  abattis.  One 
regiment  was  sent  to  guard  James'  Island,  three  miles  from 
Charleston,  which  commands  the  whole  breadth  of  the  chan- 
nel; the  second  and  third  were  sent  to  occupy  Sullivan's 
Island.  The  second  was  commanded  by  William  Moultrie, 
who  was  charged  with  the  defence  of  the  fort,  which  now 
bears  his  name.  The  rest  of  the  troops  were  distributed  in 
various  places,  all  under  the  command  of  General  Lee. 

The  whole  British  fleet,  now  proceeding  to  Charleston, 
arrived  there  on  the  4th  of  June.  The  fleet  consisted  of  the 
Bristol  and  Experiment  of  50  guns ;  four  frigates,  the  Active, 
the  Acteon,  the  SoIebay»  and  the  Syren,  of  28;  the  Sphinx 
of  20,  the  Friendship  of  24,  two  small  vessels  of  8,  and  the 
Thunder  bomb. 

The  enemy  having  constructed  two  batteries  of  cannon 
and  mortars  on  Long  Island,  to  answer  those  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  cooperate  with  the  floating  battery  destined  to 
cover  the  landing  of  the  troops  on  Sallivan's  Island,  resolved 
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to  eominence  the  reduction  of  the  fort  on  the  28th  of  June,  as 
a  necessary  step  to  the  taking  of  the  city.  At  a  quarter  past 
eleven,  all  the  ships  having  got  springs  upon  their  cables, 
opened  a  tremendous  cannonade  upon  the  fort.  Three  of  the 
frigates  got  aground,  two  of  which  hove  off,  but  the  Acteon 
stuck  fast,  and  was  set  on  fire  the  next  morning,  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  The  Thunder, 
by  the  time  she  had  discharged  about  sixty  bombs,  found 
herself  so  disabled  by  the  fire  from  the  fort,  that  she  discon- 
tinued her  tnunder.  The  enemy's  fleet  now  hailed  a  tem- 
pest of  balls  upon  the  fort,  and  Colonel  Moultrie,  with  375 
regulars,  and  a  few  militia,  hurled  the  iron  tempest  back 
again  with  such  cool  and  deliberate  atm,  as  to  produce  great 
havoc  among  the  English  ships.  Again  and  again  the  terrible 
peals  come  booming  over  the  sea,  and  the  distant  sea-monsters 
raise  their  uncouth  heads  in  amazement.  Captain  Morris, 
who  commanded  the  Acteon,  which  was  stranded,  had  already 
received  several  wounds,  and  nearly  all  his  men  were  killed. 
Admiral  Parker  himself  was  somewhat  bruised.  The  rigging 
of  some  of  the  vessels  was  torn  into  fragments,  the  sport  of 
the  winds,  which  exposed  them  to  the  fire  of  the  Americans, 
until  they  were  in  danger  of  being  sunk. 

"At  the  same  time,"  says  Stedman,  **  that  the  fleet  began 
firing,  the  batteries  on  Long  Island  opened.  At  12  o'clock, 
the  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  and  the  fifteenth  regiment,  em- 
barked in  boats ;  the  floating  batteries  and  armed  craft  getting 
under  way  at  the  same  time,'to  cover  their  landing  on  Sulli- 
van's Island.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  detachment  pro- 
ceeded from  Long  Island,  before  they  were  ordered  to  disem- 
bark and  return  to  their  encampment.  And  it  must  be 
confessed  that,  if  they  had  landed,  they  would  have  had  to 
straggle  with  difficulties  almost  insurmountable.  The  ground 
on  which  the  fort  stood  was  insulated,  by  a  broad  and  deep 
trench  cut  across  the  island,  and  this  canal  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  guns  of  fort  Sullivan." 

The  ships  still  continued  an  incessant  fire  upon  the  fort, 

which  was  returned  with  great  spirit,  until  about  two  o'clock, 

when  the  firing  of  the  fort  gradually  died  away  into  silence ! 
_  _ 
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Is  U  the  BtiliMfM  of  dealbi  Qr<kie9.pilwdfiMietfiaiJk^t^^  thi^. 
mu^t.for  thf^ pi^esent  yield  to  th» fiM^?  AUvaiiy d^  Um  aoemy. 
eK(4t  in  a  victory  they  est^o^n  as  secui^  Bwt>  hark!  the. 
roar  b^;^  agaip-^see,  the  im  fln9b«9  io^tlio  ^i  tha  eaMny'A 
ships  quail  under  the  shqok;.  the.  rigigii^.agaia.  &Ua;  the. 
/spUnters  are  i^gaip  hufled  tar  out  into  the  sea^  the.  blood  o£ 
tb^.  slein  ag^in  flpv^  over  the  slippery  deeks;  the  sudden, 
cries  and  the  dyifl^  gim^  of  thc^  vounded  u^  agiuia  miagted: 
with  th^  BLwfyil  din  of  Mmv  apd  the  las<  ftuat.^parkof  hope, 
the  enemy,  have  qf  viptory^  Icepibleq  at  the  heiart»  then  dies. 
The  ammuDition  of  the  Aiaericapahiad:failed|  bul  they  have 
roqeivied  a  supply. 

.  This  fMrioHs.  caj^emde.  oMUMiued  uatil:  between  >  nine  and 
tea  o'clock. 

''In  this  day^s.aHackt'/  si^  the  efHsmy's.own  histociao, 
''  the  Bristol  a,nd  Expena^ent  suffered  moati;  the  foe  of  the 
enemy  being  priiM2ipaUy  dti^eat^  against  ibtm^  they  weve 
left  alipoai  wrecks  up^i\  the  ^v^er^  Saiiy  on  the  momaag. 
of  the  39th>  the  li^  inftatry*  grenadierpb  aad-  the  fifteenlh^ 
regiment  wiere  agiiinemhiif ked#  and  aJmasiimmediately.  after- 
wards ordei^^  to  diaembark.  In  this,  iaactim  stale  did  af- 
fairs remain  until  the  l&th,<|f-  Jqty»  when  ordf^^weoe  iasttsd; 
to  the  troops  to  enabarki  on  board:  tl^e  tmo4^ta»  Sir  H. 
ClininiQ  had  been  ^neatly  deceived  in:  his  infomation.  The 
pa98i^  was  not  f^Mfib^  in  the  rear,  of,  the  fiwt;  for  Sir 
Henry  and  several  o^er  oSb^^ta^  waM  mp  UhiitdrshmUmsSf 
and  then,  onjmdi^t^i  tk84tpikofwffj^inaiewifi4t  reiwn^. 
On  putting,  tb^.  boats*  ip  whi^  were  the  artillery,  into,  the 
water,  it  was  found  that  they  let  in  the  waler  so  feat.  thaA 
they  must  siqk/' 

''  The  officeiv  aad,  n^en.  of  the  artillery  who  were  in  tbetn 
hM  nearly  been  \^V  Poor  CeU^wa;  thia.war  ia  daiigerous 
business  at  best*  a^d  ai^  the.ah^ures;of  ^fuHivAoVs  Island  on  the 
other  side  of  this  anan  of  the  sefi;  look  rather  £arnMd«hle»  it 
was  perhaps  a  fortunate  thhug  that  thfiy  tf^ded  theirr  boats  j 
so  heavily  i^  to  be.  oUwad  tp.  Wa\m^  W^»  m^^  wiU  get 
mischievous  idea?  tn|o  their  heada:  if  wy  <3M^i^.that  we 
allude  to  their  heavy  toad  aa  aa  eja^useapl:  to*  go.to  the  other 
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40id#9-*-«rby,  he  is  n»t  much  mistaken.  Not  thut  we  doi^t 
iSk  Heory's  ccwrage,  but.  Sir  Hem-y  would  sooner  not  fight 
than  to:  be  drives  hack,  for  glory  is  not  won  at  all  times  by 
«ach  defeat*  and  it  often  plucks  a  feather,  sometimes  a  hand- 
ful, out  of  the  capu    So,  my  boys,  we  better  can't  get  over. 

In  addition  to  what  we  have  already  quoted  from  Sled- 
man,  it  may  be  remarhed,  that,  after  the  fire  of  the  38th,  the 
ensmy,  finding  his  vessels  in  a  most  deploraUe  condition,  and 
«9tseeing  Sir  Henry  Clinton  take  the  fiirt  in  the  rear,  deter- 
mined to  abandon  the  enler|M*ise.  Tbe  next  mormng  the 
ships  ymape  already  two  mfles  firom  the  island ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing re-emb«rked.  the  troops,  they  sailed  fer  New-York,  on  the 
15th  of  July,  whese  they  expected  the  commander-in-chief, 
CSeneral  iiowe« 

The  fi>rt  was  constructed  of  palmetto  wood,  which,  being 
soft  and  spongy,  brolDe  the  impetus  of  tbe  balls  without  doing 
much  iiqiiry*  It  was  aS'  good  as  cotton  hagM,  beh&id  which 
another  hero  has  sinee  immortalind'  his  name*  Some  idea 
may  be  fiumed  of  tbe  enemy's  fire  from  the  &ct  that  7000< 
loose  balls  were  picked  up  on  SliUivan's  Island  after  the  enr 
gagement.  These,  I  presume,  the  Asifericans  afterwards  sent 
bmh  again. 

The  Britishr  in  this  terrtfafe  battle  had  not  only  their  ^ips 
nearly  torn  to  pieces,  but  960  men  were  killed  and  wounded^ 
while  the  loss  of  the  Americans  was  but  10  killed  and  33 
wooaded. 

Goi^MBs  voted  their  thanks  to  Major-Generat  Lee,  to  CoL 
Moultrie,  to  C6l.  Thompson,  and  to  all  the  offbers  and  sol^ 
diers,  aH  having  displayed  equal  coun^  and  bravery  in  this 
sw3eessfel  defence. 

The  following  we  find  in  Goodrieh^  from  M'Call*s  Georgia : 

'<Among  tile  American  troops  who  resisted  the  British,  in 
tJieir  attack  on  fort  Moultrie»  was  a  Sergeant  Jasper,  whose> 
name  has  been  given  te  one  of  the  counties  in  Georgia',  in 
commemeration  of  his  galhM  deeds,  and  who  deserves  aa- 
hommraUe  notiee  in  every  Mstory  of  his  country.  In  the 
warmest  part  of  the  contest,  the  flUg-etaiT  was  severed  by  a 
camott-ball,  omI  the  flag  fiM  to  tito  bottom  of  the  ditch,  oo; 
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the  outside  of  the  works.  This  accident  was  considered,  by 
the  anxious  inhabitants  of  Charleston,  as  putting  an  end  to 
the  contest,  by  striking  the  American  flag  to  the  en^/nay.  The 
moment  Jasper  made  ihe  discovery  that  the  flag  had  fallen, 
he  jumped  firom  one  of  the  embrasures  and  took  up  the  flag, 
which  he  tied  to  a  post  and  replaced  it  on  the  parapet,  where 
he  supported  it  until  another  flag-stafl'  vras  procured. 

**  The  subsequent  activity  and  enterprise  of  this  patriot 
induced  Colonel  Moultrie  to  give  him  a  sort  of  roving  com- 
mission,  to  go  and  come  at  pleasure,  confident  that  he  was 
always  usefully  employed.  He  was  privileged  to  select  such 
men  from  the  regiment  as  he  should  choose,  to  accompany 
him  jp  his  enterprises.  His  parties  consisted,  generally,  of 
five  or  six,  and  he  often  returned  with  prisoners  before  Moul- 
trie was  apprised  of  his  absence.  Jasper  was  distinguished 
for  his  humane  treatment  when  an  enemy  fell  into  his  power. 
His  ambition  appears  to  have  been  limited  to  the  character- 
istics of  bravery,  humanity,  and  usefulness  to  the  cause  in 
which  he  was  engaged.  By  his  cunning  and  enterprise,  he 
often  succeeded  in  the  capture  of  those  who  were  lying  in 
ambush  for  him.  He  entered  the  British  lines,  and  remained 
several  days  in  Savannah,  in  disguise,  and,  after  informing 
himself  of  their  strength  and  intentions,  returned  to  the  Ame- 
rican camp  vnth  usejfiil  information  to  his  commanding 
oflicer. 

'^  In  one  of  these  excursions,  an  instance  of  bravery  and  hu- 
manity is  recorded  by  the  biographer  of  General  Marion, 
which  could  not  be  credited  if  it  was  not  well  attested. 
While  he  was  examining  the  British  camp  at  Ebenezer,  all 
the  sympathy  of  his  heart  was  awakened  by  the  distresses  of 
a  Mrs.  Jones,  whose  husband,  an  American  by  birth,  had 
taken  the  king's  protection,  and  been  confined  in  irons  for  de- 
serting the  royal  cause,  after  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. Her  wdl-founded  belief  was,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  life  of  her  husband  would  atone  for  the  oflence  with  which 
he  was  charged.  AntieqNiting  the  awful  scene  of  a  beloved 
hMband  expiring  on  the  gibbet,  had  eoicited  inexpressible 
emotions  of  grief  and  distraction.    Jasper  secretly  consulted 
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with  his  compuiioii,  Sergeant  Newton,  whose  feelings  for 
the  distressed  female  and  her  child  were  equally  excited  with 
his  own»  upon  the  practicability  of  releasing  Jones  from  his 
impending  fate.  Though  they  were  unable  to  suggest  a  plan 
of  operation,  they  were  determined  to  watch  for  the  most  'fa- 
vourable opportunity,  and  make  the  effort. 

The  departure  of  Jones  and  several  others,  all  in  irons,  to 
Savannah  for  trial,  under  a  guard  consisting  of  a  sergeant, 
corporal,  and  eight  men,  was  ordered  upon  the  succeeding 
morning.  Within  two  miles  of  Savannah,  about  thirty  yards 
from  the  n^ain  road,  is  a  spring  of  fine  water,  surrounded  by 
a  deep  and  thick  underwood,  where  travellers  often  halt  to 
refresh  themselves  with  a  cool  draught  from  this  pure  foun- 
tain. Jasper  and  his  companion  selected  this  spot  as  the  most 
favourable  for  their  enterprise.  They  accordingly  passed  the 
ground,  and  concealed  themselves  near  the  spring. 

When  the  enemy  came  up,  they  halted,  and  two  of  the 
guard  only  remained  with  the  prisoners,  while  the  others 
leaned  their  guns  against  trees  in  a  careless  manner,  and 
went  to  the  spring.  Jasper  and  Newton  sprung  from  their 
place  of  concealment,  seized  two  of  the  muskets,  and  shot  the 
sentinels.  The  possession  of  all  the  arms  placed  the  enemy 
in  their  power,  and  compelled  them  to  surrender.  The  irons 
were  taken  off  from  the  prisoners,  and  arms  put  into  their 
hands.  The  whole  party  arrived  at  Perryburg  the  next 
morning,  and  joined  the  American  camp.  .  There  are  but  few 
instances  upon  record  where^personal  exertions,  even  for  self- 
preservation  from  certain  prospect  of  death,  would  have  in- 
duced a  resort  to  an  act  so  desperate  of  execution ;  how  much 
more  laudable  was  this,  where  the  spring  to  action  was  roused 
by  the  lamentations  of  a  female  unknown  to  the  adventurers ! 

*^  Those  Ailing  drops  hy  woman  shed. 
Full  muy  a  captared  heart  have  led.*" 

"  Subsequently  to  the  gallant  defence  at  Sullivan's  Island, 
Cotonel  Moultrie's  raiment  was  presented  with  a  stand  of 
colours  by  Bffrs.  EUiot,  which  she  had  pcbly  embroidered 
with  her  ovra  hands ;  and,  as  a  reward  to  Jasper's  particular 
merits.  Governor  Rutledge  presented  him  with  a  very  hand- 
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MMie  Bword.  During  tiie  assatflt  agaiiidt  fidTsnimh,  two  offi- 
cers had  faeeti  kitkd  and  one  wounded,  endeaTouring  to  plant 
tiieneeokxirs  upon  the  enemy's  parapet  of  the  Sprii^iU  re- 
doubt. Jnftt  before  the  retreat  was  ordered,  Jasper  endea- 
voared  to  replace  them  upon  the  works,  and  while  he  was  in 
the  act,  received  a  mortal  wound  and  fell  into  the  ditch. 
When  a  retreat  was  ordered,  he  recollected  the  honorable 
condition  upon  which  the  donor  presented  the  colours  to  his 
regiment,  and  among  the  last  acts  of  his  life,  succeeded  in 
bringing  them  off. 

Major  Horry  called  to  see  him  soon  after  the  retreat,  to 
whom,  it  is  said,  he  made  the  following  communication :  "  I 
have  got  my  furlough.  That  sword  was  presented  to  me  by 
(Jovernor  Rutledge,  for  my  services  in  the  defence  of  fort 
Moultrie.  Give  it  to  my  father,  and  tell  him  I  have  worn  it 
with  honour.  If  he  should  weep,  tell  him  his  son  died  in  the 
hope  of  a  better  life.  Tell  Mrs.  Elliot  that  I  lost  my  life, 
supporting  the  colours  which  she  presented  to  our  regiment. 
If  you  should  ever  see  Jones,  his  wife  and  son,  tell  them  that 
Jasper  is  gone ;  but,  that  the  remembrance  of  the  battle  which 
he  fought  for  them,  brought  a  secret  joy  to  his  heart  when  it 
was  about  to  stop  its  motion  forever."  He  expired  a  few 
minutes  after  closing  this  sentence. 

The  unrelenting  and  protracted  obstinacy  of  the  British 
government  refusing  to  be  just,  and  the  successes  of  the 
Americans,  especially  at  fort  Moultrie,  prepared  their  minds 
for  independence.  Congress,  closely  observing  the  tide  of 
affairs,  and  the  current  of  public  opinion,  seized  on  this  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  effect  a  total  separation  of  the  colo- 
nies from  the  mother  country. 

Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  June,  a  resolution  was  moved 
in  Congress,  by  Richard  Henry  Lee»  and  seconded  by  John 
Adams,  in  the  following  words : 

**  Resolved,  that  Ihese  United  Oolonies  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  finee  and  independent  states ;  widthat  all  political 
ooimeetion  between  them  and  Ot^at  Britasn  is,  and  ought  to 
be,  dissoivied." 
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Iti'sof^t bf  (hk r<^^6httioii  Leeiipoke  as^follkN^tt,  aiid'was 

f  h^lrd'With  |>r6feu^d  'ittefttibii : 

'<  I  kttdw  'ft6t/ wMtber  anioug  all  ifie  eitil  diSMioirds  whi^h 

[have  teen  I'cfcorded  by  hi^otians,  itlid  #hich  have  been  ex- 
cited ^ith6r  by  lore  of  Nbefty  m  the  people  or  by  (he  titnbi- 
thm  of  prfaic^s,  there  has  e^r  becfn  presented  a  deliberation, 
riiore  interesting  or  more  important  than  that  whieh  now  en- 
gages <nir 'attention;  whether  nire  ton^i^er  the  fotare  destiny 
of  this  free  and  vtrtnous  people,  or  that  of  onr  enemies  them- 
selves; who,  notwithstanding  their  tyranny  and  this  cruel 
war,  are  still  our  brethren/atid  descended  from  a  common 
stock;  or,  finally,  that  of  the  other  Nations  of  the  globe, 
whose  eyes  are  intent  upon  the  great  spectacle,  and  who  anti- 
cipate £rom  otir  success  more  freedom  for  themselves,  or  from 
our  defeat  apprehend  heavier  chains  and  a  severer  bondage. 
For  the  question  is  not  whether  we  shall  acquire  an  increase 
of  territorial  dominion,  or  wickedly  wrest  from  others  their 
just  possessions,  but,  whether  we  shall  preserve,  or  lose  for- 
ever, that  liberty  which  we  have  inherited  from  our  ancestors, 
which  we  have  pdrsued  across  tempestuous  seas,  and  which 
we  have  defended  in  this  land  against  barbarous  men,  fero- 
cious beasts,  and  an  inclement  sky.  And  if  so  many  and 
distinguished  praises  have  always  been  lavished  upon  the 
generous  defenders  of  Greek  and  of  Roman  liberty,  what  will 
be  said  of  us,  tvho  defend  a  liberty  whicK  is  founded,  not 
upon  the  capricious  will  of  an  unstable  multitude,  but  upon 
immutable  statutes  and  tutelary  laws ;  not  that  which  was 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  a  few  patricians,  but  that  which 
is  the  property  of  all ;  not  that  which  was  stained  by  iniqui- 
tous ostracisms,  or  the  horrible  decimation  of  armies,  but 
that  which  is  pure,  temperate,  and  gentle,  and  conformed 
to  the  civilization  of  the  present  age.  Why  then  do  ive  longer 
procrastinate,  and  wherefore  are  these  delays  ?  Let  us  com- 
plete the  enterprise  already  so  well  commenced;  and  since 
our  union  with  England  can  no  longer  confinst  with  that 
liberty  and  peace  which  are  our  chief  delight,  l6t  as  dissolve 
these  fatal  ties,  and  conquer  forever  that  good  which  we  «1- 
ttody  itejoy ;  an  entire  and  absolute  indi^tidetice. 
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'<  But  ought  I  not  to  begin  by  observing  that,  if  we  have 
reached  that  violent  extremity,  beyond  which  nothing  can 
any  longer  exist  between  America  and  England,  but  either 
such  war  or  such  peace  as  are  made  between  foreign  nations, 
this  can  only  be  imputed  to  the  insatiable  cupidity,  the  tyran- 
nical proceedings,  and  the  outrages,  for  ten  years  reiterated, 
of  the  British  ministers  T  What  have  we  not  done  to  restore 
peace,  to  re-establish  harmony?  Who  has  not  heard  our 
prayers,  and  who  is  ignorant  of  our  supplications?  They 
have  wearied  the  universe.  England  alone  was  deaf  to  our 
complaints,  and  wanted  that  compassion  towards  us,  which 
we  have  found  among  all  other  nations.  And  as,  at  first,  our 
forbearance,  and  then  our  resistance,  have  proved  equally  in- 
sufficient ;  since  our  prayers  were  unavailing,  as  well  as  the 
blood  lately  shed,  we  must  go  further,  and  proclaim  our  in- 
dependence. Nor  let  any  one  believe  that  we  have  any  other 
option  left.  The  time  will  certainly  come  when  the  fated 
separation  must  take  place,  whether  you  will  or  no ;  for  so  it 
is  decreed  by  the  very  nature  of  things — the  progressive  in- 
crease of  our  population,  the  fertility  of  our  soil,  the  extent 
of  our  territory,  the  industry  of  our  countrymen,  and  the 
immensity  of  the  ocean  which  separates  the  two  states.  And 
if  this  be  true,  as  it  is  most  true,  who  does  not  see  that  the 
sooner  it  takes  place  the  better ;  and  that  it  would  be  not 
only  imprudent,  but  the  height  of  folly,  not  to  seize  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when  British  injustice  has  filled  all  hearts  with 
indignation,  inspired  all  minds  with  courage,  united  all 
opinions  in  one,  and  put  arms  in  every  hand  ?  And  how  long 
must  we  traverse  three  thousand  miles  of  a  stormy  sea,  to  go 
and  solicit  of  arrogant  and  insolent  men,  either  counsels  or 
commands  to  regulate  our  domestic  afiairs?  Does  it  not 
become  a  great,  rich,  and  powerful  nation,  as  we  are,  to  look 
at  home,  and  not  abroad,  for  the  government  of  its  own  con- 
cerns ?  And  how  can  a  ministry  of  strangers  judge,  with  any 
discernment,  of  our  interests,  when  they  know  not,  and  when 
it  little  imports  them  to  know,  what  is  good  for  us,  and  what 
is  not  1  The  past  justice  of  the  British  ministers  should  warn 
us  against  the  future,  if  they  should  ever  seize  us  again  in 
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their  cruel  claws.  Since  it  has  pleased  our  barbarous  ene- 
mies to  place  before  us  the  alternative  of  slavery  or  of  inde- 
pendence, where  is  the  generous  minded  man,  and  the  lover 
of  his  country,  who  can  hesitate  to  choose  7  With  these  per- 
fidious men  no  promise  is  secure,  no  pledges  sacred.  Let  us 
suppose — which  Heaven  avert ! — that  we  are  conquered ;  let 
us  suppose  an  accommodation.  What  assurance  have  we  of 
the  British  moderation  in  victory  or  good  faith  in  treaty  ?  la 
it  their  having  enlisted  and  let  loose  against  us  the  ferocious 
Indians  and  the  merciless  soldiers  of  Germany?  Is  it  that 
fiiith,  so  often  pledged  and  so  often  violated  in  the  course  of 
the  present  contest ;  this  British  faith,  which  is  reputed  more 
false  than  Punic  ?  We  ought  rather  to  expect,  that  when  we 
shall  have  fallen,  naked  and  unarmed  into  their  hands,  they 
will  wreak  upon  us  their  fury  and  their  vengeance ;  they  will 
load  us  with  heavier  chains,  in  order  to  deprive  us  not  only 
of  the  power,  but  even  of  the  hope  of  again  recovering  our 
liberty.  But  I  am  willing  to  admit,  although  it  is  a  thing 
without  example,  that  the  British  government  will  forget  past 
ofiences  and  perform  its  promises ;  can  we  imagine  that  after 
so  long  dissensions,  after  so  many  outrages,  so  many  combats, 
and  so  much  bloodshed,  our  reconciliation  could  be  durable, 
and  that  every  day,  in  the  midst  of  so  much  hatred  and  ran- 
cour, would  not  afibrd  fresh  subject  of  animosity  ?  The  two 
nations  are  already  separated  in  interest  and  afiections ;  the 
one  is  conscious  of  its  ancient  strength,  the  other  has  become 
acquainted  with  its  newly  exerted  force ;  the  one  desires  to 
rule  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  the  other  will  not  obey,  even  if 
allowed  its  privileges.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  what  peace, 
what  concord  can  be  expected  ?  The  Americans  may  become 
faithful  friends  to  the  English,  but  subjects,  never.  And  even 
though  union  could  be  restored  without  rancour,  it  could  not 
without  danger.  The  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain 
should  inspire  prudent  men  with  fears  for  the  future.  Having 
reached  such  a  height  of  grandeur  that  she  has  no  longer  any 
thing  to  dread  from  foreign  powers,  in  the  security  of  peace 
the  spirit  of  her  people  will  decay ;  manners  will  be  corrupted; 
her  youth  will  grow  up  in  the  midst  of  vice ;  and  in  this  state 
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of  degeneration,  England  will  become  the  prey  of  a  foreign 
enemy,  or  an  ambitious  citizen.  If  we  remain  united  with 
her,  we  shall  partake  of  her  corruptions  and  misfortunes,  tke 
more  to  be  dreaded  as  they  will  be  irreparable ;  separated 
from  her,  on  the  contrary,  as  we  are,  we  should  neither  have 
to  fear  the  seductions  of  peace,  nor  the  dangers  of  war.  By 
a  declaration  of  our  freedom,  the  perils  would  not  be  increased; 
but  we  should  add  to  the  ardour  of  our  defenders,  and  to  the 
splendour  of  victory. 

**  Let  us  th(».n  take  a  firm  step,  and  escape  from  this  laby- 
rinth ;  we  have  assumed  the  sovereign  power,  and  dare  not 
confess  it ;  we  disobc\  a  king,  and  acknowledge  ourselves  his 
subjects ;  wagr  war  against  a  people,  whom  we  incessantly 
protest  our  desire  to  defend.  What  is  the  consequence  of  so 
many  inconsistencies  ?  Hesitation  paralyzes  all  our  mea- 
sures ;  the  way  we  ounjht  to  pursue  is  not  marked  out ;  our 
generals  are  neither  n- lected  nor  obeyed,  our  soldiers  have 
neither  confidence  nor  *  al ;  feeble  at  home,  and  little  con- 
sidered abroad,  foreign  princes  can  neither  esteem  nor  suc- 
cour so  timid  and  wavering  a  people.  But  independence  once 
proclaimed,  and  our  object  avowed,  more  manly  and  decided 
measures  will  be  adopted ;  all  minds  will  be  fired  by  the 
greatness  of  the  enterprise,  the  civil  magistrates  will  be  in- 
spired with  new  zeal,  the  generals  with  fresh  ardour,  and  the 
citizens  with  greater  constancy,  to  attain  so  high  and  so  ^o- 
rious  a  destiny.  Then^  are  some  who  seem  to  dread  the 
effects  of  this  resolution.  But  will  England,  or  can  she, 
manifest  against  us  greater  vigour  and  rage  than  she  has 
already  displayed  ?  She  deems  resistance  against  oppression 
no  less  rebellion  than  independence  itself.  And  where  are 
those  formidable  troops  that  are  to  subdue  the  Americans  ? 
What  the  English  could  not  do,  can  it  be  done  by  Germans? 
Are  they  more  brave  or  better  disciplined  ?  The  number  of 
our  enemies  is  increased ;  but  our  own  is  not  diminished,  ^d 
the  battles  we  have  sustained  have  given  us  the  practice  of 
arms  and  the  experience  of  war.  Who  doubts,  then,  that 
a  declaration  of  independence  will  procure  us  allies?  AH 
nations  are  desirous  of  procuring,  by  commerce,  the  produc- 
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tions  of  out  exuberarjt  soil ;  they  will  visit  our  ports,  hitheitto 
closed  by  the  mono'poly  of  insatiable  England.  Th^  are  no 
less  eager  to  contr  jmplate  the  reduction  of  her  hated  power ; 
they  all  loathe  h^er  barbarous  dominion ;  their  succours  will 
evince  to  our  hirave  countrymen  the  gratitude  they  bear  them 
for  having  br^n  the  first  to  shake  the  foundations  of  this  Co- 
lossus. Foreign  princes  wait  only  for  the  extinction  of  all 
hazard  o5*  reconciliation,  to  throw  off  their  present  reserve. 
If  thia  measure  is  useful,  it  is  no  less  becoming  our  dignity. 
Amfjrica  has  arrived  at  a  degree  of  power  which  assigns  her 
a  place  among  independent  nations;  we  are  not  less  entitled 
io  it  than  the  English  themselves.  If  they  have  wealth,  so 
also  have  we ;  if  they  are  brave,  so  are  we ;  if  they  are  nu- 
merous, our  population,  through  the  incredible  fruitfulness  of 
our  chaste  wives,  will  soon  equal  theirs ;  if  they  have  men 
of  renown  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  we  likewise  have  such ; 
political  revolutions  usually  produce  great,  brave,  and  gene- 
rous spirits.  From  what  we  have  already  achieved  in  these 
painful  beginnings,  it  is  easy  to  presume  what  we  shall  here- 
after accomplish ;  for  experience  is  the  source  of  sage  coun- 
sels, and  liberty  is  the  mother  of  great  men.  Have  you  not 
seen  the  enemy  driven  from  Lexington  by  thirty  thousand 
citizens  armed  and  assembled  in  one  day?  Already  their 
most  celebrated  generals  have  yielded  in  Boston  to  the  skill 
of  ours ;  already  their  seamen,  repulsed  from  our  coasts, 
wander  over  the  ocean,  where  they  are  the  sport  of  tempest, 
and  the  prey  of  famine.  Let  us  hail  the  favourable  omen, 
and  fight  not  for  the  sake  of  knowing  on  what  t^rms  we  are 
to  be  the  daves  of  England,  but  to  secure  to  ourselves  a  free 
existence,  to  found  a  just  and  independent  government.  Ani- 
mated by  liberty,  the  Greeks  repulsed  the  innumerable  army 
of  Persians ;  sustained  by  the  love  of  independence,  the  Swiss 
and  the  Dutch  humbled  the  power  of  Austria  by  memorable 
defeats,  and  conquered  a  rank  among  nations.  But  the  sun 
of  America  also  shines  upon  the  heads  of  the  brave ;  the  point 
of  our  weapons  is  no  less  formidable  than  theirs ;  here  also 
the  same  union  prevails,  the  same  contempt'  of  dangers  and 
of  death  in  asserting  the  cause  of  country. 
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**  Why  then  do  we  longer  delay ;  nchy  still  deliberate  T  Let 
this  most  happy  day  give  birth  to  ^he  American  republic. 
Let  her  arise,  not  to  devastate  and  conquer,  but  to  re-establish 
the  reign  of  peace  and  of  the  laws.  Th^  eyes  of  Europe  are 
fixed  upon  us ;  she  demands  of  us  a  living  example  of  freedom, 
that  may  contrast,  by  the  felicity  of  the  citizens,  with  the 
ever-increasing  tyranny  which  desolates  her  j)olhited  shores. 
She  invites  us  to  prepare  an  asylum  where  the  unhappy  may 
find  solace,  and  the  persecuted  repose.  She  in^treats  us  to 
cultivate  a  propitious  soil,  where  that  generous  pl^nt,  which 
first  sprung  up  and  grew  in  England,  but  is  now  withered  by 
the  poisonous  blasts  of  Scottish  tyranny,  may  revive  and 
flourish,  sheltering  under  its  salubrious  and  jnterminltbte 
shade,  all  the  unfortunate  of  the  human  race.  This  is  the 
end  presaged  by  so  many  omens ;  by  our  first  victories ;  by 
the  present  ardour  and  union ;  by  the  flight  of  Howe,  and  the 
pestilence  which  broke  out  among  Dunmore's  people ;  by  the 
very  winds  which  bafiled  the  enemy's  fleets  and  transports, 
and  that  terrible  tempest  which  engulfed  700  vessels  upon 
the  coasts  of  Newfoundland.  If  we  are  not,  this  day, 
wanting  in  our  duty  to  our  country,  the  names  of  the  Ameri- 
can legislators  will  be  placed,  by  posterity,  at  the  side  of  those 
of  Theseus,  of  Lycurgus,  of  Romulus,  of  Numa,  of  the  three 
Williams  of  Nassau,  and  of  all  those  whose  memory'has  been, 
and  will  be,  forever  dear  to  virtuous  men  and  good  citizens.'* 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  deputies  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  as  well  as  to  the  desire  of  manifesting  a  maturity 
of  their  deliberations,  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject  [ 
v^as  postponed  until  the  1st  of  July. 

This  was  a  period  of  intense  feeling  and  anxiety.  The 
fearful  uncertainty  of  the  fate  that  awaited  them,  rendered 
the  situation  of  the  people  peculiarly  painful.  The  minds  of 
many  moved  like  a  pendulum  between  hope  and  fear ;  seeking 
anxiously  for  the  happy  medium  between  monarchy  and 
anarchy — the  Sylla  and  Charybdis  between  which  they  were, 
or  thought  they  were,  sailing. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  the  subject  was  resumed,  and  the  des- 
tiny of  the  nation  carefully  weighed  in  the  minds  of  the  im- 
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mortal  sages  of  Congress ;  and  on  the  fourth  of  July,  the  report 
of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Thomas  Jefierson,  J6tm  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Philip  Livingston, 
was  adopted,  dissolving  the  allegiance  of  the  colonies  to  the 
British  crown,  and  declaring  them  free  and  independent,  under 
the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America. 

The  declaration  of  independence  is  attributed  to  Thomas 
Je0erson.  Ck)ngres8  caused  it  to  be  published  to  the  world 
in  justification  of  their  resolution  to  form  an  independent 
government. 

This  able  manifesto,  which  appeals  to  the  common  sense* 
and  thrills  the  souls  of  men  who  feel  for  the  welfare  of  their 
raoe^-which  always  has,  and  always  will  receive  the  highest 
encomiums  from  all  who  know  their  rights  and  the  rights  of 
mankind,  we  shall  give  entire. 

DECLARATION  OP  INDEPENDENCE. 

IN   CONORB8S,   JULY   4tH,    1776. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  con- 
nected them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  powers 
of  the  earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws 
of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect 
to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare 
the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident : — ^that  all  men  are 
created  equal;  that  they  are  ei^v^ed  by  their  Creator  with 
^certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That,  to  secure  these  rights, 
governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  wlMSiiever  any 
form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it ;  and  to  institute  [ 
new  governments,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles, 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
most  likely  to  efieet  their  safety  and  happiness. 

Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate,  that  governments  longestab* 
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lisked'^koM  not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient  causes ; 
^d'ttcoordiagly  all  experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are 
pore  disposed  to  suffer  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to 
rtght  themsrives  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpa- 
tions, pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design 
iio  reduce  them  «nder  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it 
%  their  duty,  to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide 
lew  guards  for  their  future  security. 

Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies ;  and 
luch'is  nowthe  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their 
wittier  system  of  government.  The  history  of  the  present 
:mg  of  Great  Britain,  is  a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and 
isurpattons^  all  having  in  direct  object  the  establishment  of 
in  absolute  tyranny  over  these  States.  To  prove  this,  let 
facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world  : 

He  has  refused,  has  assent  to  laws  the  mp9t  wholesome  and 
Necessary  for  the  public  gqod.  He  has  forbidden  his  gover- 
hors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  pressing  importance,  un- 
less'suspended  in  their  operation,  till  his  assent  should  be 
obtained;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  Iws  utterly  neglected 
to  attend  to  tbsm» 

Ho  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation 
of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relin- 
;qaish' the  right  of  representation  in  the  legislature:  aright 
linestimable  to  them,  and  fcMrmidable  to  tyrants  only. 
!  He  has  called  t(^ether  l^slative  bodies  at  places  unusual, 
;uncomfortable,  and  distant  fipoMi  the  repository  of  their  public 
in^cords,  for  the  soAe  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compli- 
ance with  his  measures.  He  has  dissolved  representative 
houses  repeatedly,  for  opposing,  Mrith  manly  firmness,  his 
jiuvasions  on  the  rights  of  the  peopte. 

He  has  refined,  far  a  long  time  i^ter  suck  dissolutions,  to 
cause  others  to  be  elected ;  whereby  tket  legislative  powers, 
incapable  of  arniihtlatioa,  kave  return^  to  the  people  at 
hurge,  far  tbeir  eiereise,  the  State  remaining,  in  tke  mean- 
time, exposed  to  all  the  daagprs  of  invasion  from  without, 
and  ooavulsions  within. 
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j  Hfe'^his  endeavoured  to  prevent^he  population  of  these] 
slates  J  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturaliza- 
tion piF  foreigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their 
ijiigration  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions' of  now  appro-' 
priations  of  lands.     He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of* 
justice,  by  refusing  his  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  j'udi- 
diary  powers.  »    .        . 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the 
tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their 
salaries.  He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent 
hither  swarms  of  officers,  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out 
their  substance.  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,' 
standing  armies,  without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures.  *  lie 
has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  supe- 
rior to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has. combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  jurisdiction 
foreign  to  our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws, 
giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation :  For 
quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us :  For  pro- 
tecting them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment  for  any  mur- 
ders which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  o(  these 
states :  For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  i 
For  imposing  tai^es  on  us  without  our  consent :     ' 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  t)ehefits  of  trial  by 
jury:  For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pre- 
tended offences :  For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English 
laws  in  a  neighbouring  province,  establishing  therein  an  arbi- 
trary government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing 
the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies :  For  taking  away 
.^ur  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  laws,  and  altering, 
fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  governments :  For  suspond- 
.jng,  qui*  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  tliemselves  invested 
Ivith  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 
j  .JPf  ba^  abclicateci  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of 
his  prqtectiopy  and  wa^ng  war  against  us.  He  has  plun- 
dejred  pur  seas,  ravaged  pur  coasts,  burnt  our  towns,  and  de-. 
jstrpyed  the  lives  of  our  people.     Ho  is  at  this  time  transport- 
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ing  large  armies  of  foreigD  mercenaries  to  complete  the  works 
of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  cir- 
cumstances of  cruelty  and  perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  the 
most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  tbe  head  of  a  civil- 
ised nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citisens,  taken  captive  on 
the  high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become 
the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  them- 
selves by  their  hands.  He  has  excited  domestic  insurrec- 
tions amongst  us,  and  has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  in- 
habitants of  our  frontiers  the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose 
known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all 
ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for 
redress  in  the  most  humble  terms;  our  repeated  petitions 
have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince, 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may 
define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  British 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  time,  of  at- 
tempts by  their  legblature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdic- 
tion over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances 
of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We  have  appealed 
to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  con- 
jured them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to  disavow 
these  usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  con- 
nexions and  correspondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to 
the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  We  must,  there- 
fore, acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces  our  separa- 
tion, and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies 
in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  general  congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  inten- 
tions, do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare,  that  these 
united  colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  firee  and  inde- 
pendent states ;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  \ 
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the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion  between 

them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to- 

tally dissolved;   and  that,  as  free  and  independent  states, 

they  have  full  power  to  levy 

'  war,  conclude  peace,  contract 

alliances,  establish  commerce 

,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and 

things  which  independent  states  may  of  right  da    And  for 

the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 

protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 

other  our  lives,  our  fortunes, 

and  our  sacred  honour.               i 

John  Hancock,  President,  from  Massachusetts.             j| 

New  Hampshirb. 

James  Wilson, 

Josiah  Bartlett, 

(Seorge  Ross. 

William  Whipple, 

Maryland. 

Matthew  Thornton. 

Samuel  Chase, 

Masbachusettb. 

William  Paca, 

Samuel  Adams, 

John  Adams, 

Charles  Carroll  of  CarroUton. 

Robert  Treat  Pain^ 

YlROIlflA. 

Eldridge  Gerry. 

George  Wythe, 

RnonE  Island. 

Richard  Henry  Lee, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

Thomas  Jefierson, 

William  fiitery. 

Benjamin  Harrison, 

CoNNBCnCOT. 

Thomas  Nelson,  jr.,    < 

Roger  Sherman, 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee, 

Samuel  HuntingtOAi 

Carter  Braxton. 

William  Williams, 

New  York. 

Oliver  Wolcott. 

William  Floyd, 

Delaware. 

Philip  Livingston, 

Ccesar  Rodney, 

Francis  Lewis, 

George  Read. 

Lewis  Morris. 

Pbrnbtlvaiiia. 

New  Jersey. 

Robert  Morris, 

Richard  Stockton, 

Benjamin  Rush, 

John  Witherspoon, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

Francis  Hopkinson, 

Jrfm  Morton, 

John  Hart, 

George  Clymer, 

Abraham  Clark. 

James  Smith, 

North  Camouoia. 

Geor^  Taylor, 

William  Hooper, 

38 
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Joseph  Hewes,  Sooth  Caboudia. 

John  Peno;  Edward  BauUedgSt* 

GBcnuiiA.  ThonttB  Haywood,  Jr./ 

Button  Gwimiett,  Thomas tLyiM:h,.Jr*, 

Lyman  Hail,  Arthvr  Middteton^ 

George  Walton.  .  i. 

The  joy  of  the  people  on  receiving  this  declaration  exceeded 
all  bounds. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  artillery  was  fired,  bonfires  were  kindled, 
and  all  kinds  of  public  rejoicings  teok  place^  la  New  Yarkf 
the  statue  of  George  III.  was  taken  down,  and  after  dragging 
it  through  the  streets,  the  sons  of  liberty  decided  r  that  the 
lead  of  which  it  was  composed  should  be  converted  into 
musket-balls* 

In  Boston,  the  garri^pn  was  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  in 
King  street,  (which  from  that  time  took  the  -name'  of  State 
street,)  and  thirteen  salutes  were  fired  by  thirteen  detach- 
ments, into  which  the  troops  were  divided ;  the  bells  were 
rung ;  the  ensigns  of  royalty — lions,  sceptres,  and  crowns — 
were  torn  to  pieces  and  committed  to  the. flames. 

In  Virginia,  it  was  decreed  by  the.ooDivention  that  the 
king's  name  should  be  suppressed  in  all  the  public  prayers ; 
and  it  was  ordained  that: the  seal  of  the  coouiiion wealth  of 
Virginia  should  represent  Virtue  as  the  tutelary  genius  of  the 
province,  robed  in  the  drapery  of  an  Amazon;  resting  one 
hand  upon  her  laiice,  and  holding  with  the  other  a  sword ; 
trampling  upon  tyranny,  under  the  figure  of  a  prostrate  man ; 
having  near  him  a  crown  fallen  from  his  head>  and  bearing  in 
one  hand  a  broken  chain,  and  Jn  the  other  a /scourge.  At  foot 
was  charactered  the  W(Mrd  Virginia ;  and  round  the  efl^  of 
Virtue  was  inscribed,  Sic  temper  iyrannu.  The  reverse  re- 
presented a  group  of  figures;  in  the  middle. stood  Liberty 
with  her  wand  and  cap;  on  one  side  wji^s, Ceres,  with  the 
horn  of  plenty  in  the  right  hand,  and  a  sheaf  of  wheat  m  the 
left ;  upon  the  other  appeared  Eternity,  with  the  f^ff^t  and 
the  phoenix.  At  foot  were  found  these  words<n^i)ei»  ao&ii  hmc 
otia  fecit.  .  ,. 

There  was  noW  no  longer  any  difllerence  of  opinion  as  to 
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the  character  of  the  opposition  to  the  British  gOTemment. 
The  people  could  now  meet  on  one  common  ground.  The 
spirit  of  freedom  had  at  first  flowed  gently  as  rivulets ;  but, 
gradually  gaining  strength  from  various  sources,  they  swelled 
into  impetuous  rivers,  which  now  overwhelmed  every  thing 
that  the  British  could  employ  to  arrest  them. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Howe  returns  to  New  York— Lands  on  Staten  Island— Preparations  of  Wash- 
ington—Howe's Proclamations— Congress  publishes  Howe's  Commission— Howe 
writes  to  Washington— His  spirited  Reply— Howe's  Letter  to  Dr.  Franklin- 
British  land  on  Long  Island— Battle  of  Long  Island— Retreat  to  New  York- 
Washington  proposes  the  formation  of  a  regular  Army— Howe  again  attempts  to 
treat  with  the  Republicans— Americans  abandon  New  York— Enemy  land  on 
New  York  Island—Great  Fire  at  New  York-— 'Washington  retreats  to  Harlem- 
King's  Bridge— White  Plains— North  Castle— Reduction  of  Fort  Washington- 
Retreat  from  Fort  Lee— Washington  retreats  through  New  Jersey — Crossss  the 
Delaware— Cruel  Treatment  of  American  Prisoners. 

**  Now,  from  the  grey  mist  of  the  ocean,  the  white  sailed  ships  of  the 
9meimii  appear.  High  is  the  grove  of  their  masts,  as  they  nod,  by  tarns,  on 
the  rolling  wave.^ 

**  Eternal  spirit  of  the  chainless  mind  ! 

Brightest  m  dungeons,  Liberty,  thou  art, 

For  there  thy  habitation  is  the  heart — 
The  heart  which  love  of  thee  alone  can  bind : 
And  when  thy  sons  to  fetters  are  consign*d — 

To  fetters,  and  the  damp  vault's  day  less  ^loom,  ^' 

Their  coimtry  conquers  with  tfaeir  maityidom. 
And  Freedom's  fiune  finds  wing  on  every  wind.** 

Befokb  we  proceed,  it  may  be  proper  to  remind  the  reader 
that  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  take  Charleston 
was  a  part  of  that  grand  and  favourite  campaign  of  the 
British  ministers  to  crush  the  colonists  at  one  fell  swoop,  of 
which  we  spoke  in  a  cursory  manner  in  the  last  chapter.  We 
shall  now  attempt  to  describe  another  part  of  the  same  plan. 

The  army  of  General  Howe,  having  now  sufficiently  reco- 
vered from  ''  the  stings  and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune," 
which  they  had  suffered  at  Boston,  departed  from  Halifax  on 
the  11th  of  June,  and  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook,  to  await 
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reinforcements  from  Europe,  under  his  brother  Admiral 
ttowc.  General  Howe  took  possession  of  Staten  Island  on 
the  2d  of  July,  and  quartered  his  troops  about  the  villages. 
Here  his  brother,  after  touching  at  Halifax,  where  he  found 
despatches  urging  him  to  come  to  New  York,  arrived  on  the 
I2th  of  July.  About  the  same  time  General  Clinton  arrived 
with  his  troops,  from  the  terrible  defeat  at  fort  Moultrie. 
The  Hessians  and  Waldeckers,  employed  as  mercenaries  by 
the  British  government,  also  arrived,  when  the  army,  now 
preparing  to  take  New  York,  amounted  to  about  35,000  of 
the  very  best  troops  of  Europe. 

Washington,  anticipating  that  the  possession  of  New  York 
would  be  a  favourite  object  of  the  enemy,  had  removed  with 
the  principal  part  of  his  troops  to  that  city  soon  after  the 
British  evacuated  Boston ;  and,  having  now  obtained  un- 
doubted information  that  the  great  armament  already  men- 
tioned was  t6  be  directed  against  New  York,  he  threw  up 
strong  entrenchments,  both  there  and  on  Long  Island,  to  op- 
pose the  enemy's  fleet  up  the  North  and  East  rivers.  The 
American  army  amounted  to  27,000  men,  but  many  were 
invalids  and  others  destitute  of  arms. 

The  corps  stationed  at  Long  Island  was  commanded  by 
Major-General  Green,  but,  on  account  of  sickness,  he  was 
succeeded  by  General  Sullivan.  Putnam,  with  a  great  part 
of  the  army,  was  encamped  at  Brooklyn,  on  another  part  of 
the  same  island,  forming  a  kind  of  peninsula,  or  almost  an 
idand  within  an  island.  Excuse  the  blunder,  it  conveys  the 
idea,  the  legitimate  object  of  language.  The  neck  of  this 
peninsula  Putnam  defended  with  moats  and  entrenchments. 
His  wings  extended  from  Wallabout  Bay  to  near  Gowan^s 
Cove.  Look  at  a  large  map,  reader,  if  you  please,  and  enjoy 
the  splendid  plan  of  Washington  to  defend  your  rights.  In 
the  rear  of  Putnam's  corps  you  see  (Governor's  Island  and  the 
East  river,  which  gave  him  a  direct  communication  with 
New  York,  where  a  part  of  the  army  was  stationed  under 
Washington  himself.  In  front  of  his  entrenchments  are  the 
heights  of  Guan,  a  chain  of  hills  covered  with  woods,  and 
ranning  from  west  to  east,  dividing  the  island  into  two  parts. 
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Here  the  corps  of  Sullivan,  already  spoken  of,  was  stationed. 
The  militia  of  the  province,  under  the  American  general  Clin- 
ton, occupied  East  Chester,  West  Chester,  and  Rochelle. 

The  two  rampant  armies  thus  situated,  the  one  ready  for 
the  attack,  the  other  for  the  defence.  Admiral  and  Greneral 
Howe  announced  to  the  colonists  that  they  were  authorized 
to  settle  all  difficulties — to  grant  general  or  particular  par- 
dons to  those  who  would  return  to  their  duty,  and  to  pro- 
claim any  province  or  city  to  be  in  the  king's  peace,  which 
would  remove  the  effect  of  the  law  against  rebellion, 

''Rebellion!  foul,  dishonoured  word, 

Whose  wrongful  blight  so  oft  has  stained 
The  holiest  cause  that  tongue  or  swoid 

Of  mortal  ever  lost  or  gain'd. 
How  many  a  spirit,  bom  to  bless, 

Has  sunk  beneath  that  withering  name, 
Whom  but  a  day's,  an  hour's  success, 

Had  wafted  to  eternal  fiune ! 
As  exhalations,  when  they  burst 
From  the  warm  earth,  if  chUl'd  at  first, 
If  check'd  in  soaring  from  the  plain. 
Darken  to  fogs  and  sink  again; 
But,  if  they  once  triumphant  spread 
Their  wings  above  the  mountain-head. 
Become  enthroned  in  upper  air, 
And  turn  to  sunbrigfat  glories  there !" 

In  addition  to  the  promise  of  pardon,  the  commissioners 
offered  a  bribe  (for  such  it  really  was)  to  those  who  should 
assist  in  re-establishing  the  royal  authority.  These  writings 
were  circulated  through  the  country ;  and  Washington  sent 
to  Congress,  by  express,  a  proclamation  they  addressed  to 
Amboy. 

Congress,  satisfied  that  the  commission  of  the  Howes,  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament,  extended  little  farther  than  "to  grant 
pardons  to  such  as  deserve  mercy,"  they  resolved  to  publish 
it  in  the  papers,  that  the  people  might  not  be  disarmed  by  the 
wiles  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter,  addressed  to  George  Washington,  Esq.,  was 

brought  from  Admiral  Lord  Howe.    The  general  refused  to 

receive  it,  stating  that  he  would  not  hold  any  communication 
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with  the  conunanders  of  the  king  as  a  private  individuil. 
The  oommissioners  then  addr^aed  the  letter  To  George  JVaih" 
ingtan,  4^.  4^.»  and  Adjutant-General  Patterson  was  sent 
with  this  despatch.  Patterson,  in  conversation,  gave  Wash- 
ington the  title  of  £xce2/enq/.  He  apologized  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  letter  was  directed,  assuring  him  of  the  high 
regard  the  commissioners  entertained  of  his  personal  charac- 
ter, and  that  the  et  ceteras  were  in  use  between  ambassadors 
disagreeing  on  points  of  etiquette.  Washington  told  him  that 
a  letter  written  to  a  person  invested  with  a  public  character, 
should  specify  it,  otherwise  it  could  not  be  distinguished  from 
a  private  letter ;  that  it  was  true  the  et  ceteras  implied  every- 
thing ;  but  it  was  no  less  true  that  they  implied  anything ; 
and  that,  as  to  himself,  he  would  never  consent  to  receive  any 
letter,  relating  to  public  affairs,  that  should  be  directed  to 
him,  without  a  designation  of  his  rank  and  office.  Patterson 
then  began  to  talk  of  the  clemency  and  goodness  of  the  king 
in  choosing  as  negotiator  Lord  and  General  Howe !  Such 
arguments,  addressed  to  such  a  man  as  Washington,  are 
really  funny.  The  goodness  of  tyranny,  preached  to  the  very 
personification  of  wisdom  and  patriotism,  might  have  extorted 
a  broad  grin  from  Heraclitus  himself. 

Washington  told  him  he  was  not  authorized  to  negotiate ; 
but  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  powers  of  the  commissioners 
consisted  in  any  more  than  in  granting  pardons ;  that  Ame- 
rica, not  having  committed  any  offence,  asked  for  no  forgive* 
ness,  and  was  only  defending  her  unquestionable  rights. 
This  closed  the  conference  and  Patterson  withdrew.  Congress 
highly  approved  of  Washington's  dignified  conduct,,  and 
decreed,  that  in  future  none  of  their  officers  should  receive 
letters  or  messages,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  that  were  not 
addressed  to  them  according  to  their  respective  rank. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  had  returned  from  England, 
was  now  a  leading  member  of  Congress.  To  him  Lord  Howe 
addressed  a  letter  soon  after  his  arrival,  informing  him  of  the 
nature  of  his  commission,  to  establish  peace ;  and  requested 
his  aid  to  accomplish  this  desired  end.  Franklin  answered, 
that,  preparatory  to  any  propositions  of  amity  or  peace,  it 
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would  be  required  that  Great  Brikrin  Bkauld  acknowledge,  ike 
independence efJbmetycai  defpoff  the  e^qpemee  t^^ike  wat;  and 
indemnify  the  eolanieefar  humi?^  their  towns*  This,  he  said, 
hei  gave  as  hiii  own  opimoih  and  that  what  he  had  said  was 
not  authori^d  by  %ho9d  whom  the  Americans  had  invested 
vnih  the  power  of  peace  Or  war. 

Lord  Howe  and  his  brother,  fully  coHviaeed  that  donoes 
and  towards  wete  not  very  numerous  in  America,  resolved 
upon  immediate  hostilities. 

On  the  2Sd  of  August,  the  fleet  approached  the  west  coast 
of  Long  Ishind,  and  the  troops  debarked,  undier  cover  of  the 
ships,  between  the  villages  of  Gravesend  and  Utreebt,  near 
the  narrows  which  separate  this  island  firom  Staten  Island. 

Perceiving  that  battle  was  approaching,  Washington  issued 
the  following  ordws : 

''  The  enemy  having  now  landed  upon  Long  Islaad,  the  hour 
is'  fast  approaching  in  which  the  honour  and  saoeess  of  this 
army  and  the  safety  of  our  Ueeding  country  depend.  Re- 
member, officers  and  soldiers,  that  you  are  iinoenien  fightipg 
for  the  blessing  of  liberty ;  that  slavery  will  be  your  portion, 
and  that  of  your  posterity,  if  you  do  not  acquit  yourselves 
like  men.  Remember  how  your  courage  has  been  despised 
and  traduced  by  your  cruel  invaders;  though  they  have  found 
by  dear  expenenee  at  Boston,  Charlestown^  and  other  places, 
what  a  few  brave  men  can  do  in  their  own  land,  and  in  the 
best  of  causes,  against  hirelings  and  meroenariasj  Be  cool, 
be  determined.  Do  not  fire  at  a  distance,  but  wait  for  orders 
firom  your  offioers." 

Upon  the  landing  of  the  British  under  LJenloDant  General 
Clinton  near  Utrecht  and  Grravesend,  a  regimeot  of  Pennsyl- 
vanians,  under  Colonel  Haad^  retired  firom  the  coast  to  the 
woody  heights,  to  assist  in  guarding  a  pass,  leading  dnrough 
Flatbosh  to  the  American  camp  at  Brooklyn.  Lord  Com- 
wallis  was  detached  to  seise  this  pass  if  not  occupied,  but  not 
to  risk  an  ^engagement  if  guarded  by  the  Americans.  The 
place  being  guarded,  Comwallis  took  post  in  the  village^  ifhe 
British  army  now  extended  from  the  landing  at  the  Narrows, 
through  Utrecht  and  Gravesend  to  the  village  ^  Flatland, 
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another  point  fiir  to  their  right,  where  the  heights  are  practi- 
cable by  a  circuitous  route  to  Brooklyn. 

De  Heister  landed  on  the  25th  of  July,  with  *two  brigades 
of  Hessians,  and  took  post  the  next  day  at  Flatbush,  when,  in 
the  evening,  Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  British  proceeded  to 
Flatland.  Major-General  Grant  commanded  the  left  wing, 
which  extended  to  the  coast,  near  which  there  is  another 
route  to  Brooklyn. 

Upon  the  top  of  the  heights,  a  road  follows  the  length  of 
the  range,  leading  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica,  and  is  intersected 
by  the  two  roads  already  described.  The  posts  upon  this  road 
wene  very  frequent,  and  prompt  intelligence  could  be  trans- 
mitted from  one  to  the  other,  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
on  the  three  routes. 

The  centre  of  the  enemy  at  Flatbush,  was  only  about  four 
miles  distant  from  the  lines  at  Brooklyn,  and  their  right  and 
left  wings  about  five  or  six  miles  from  them. 

On  the  26th,  Washington  passed  the  day  at  Brooklyn, 
making  arrangements  for  the  approaching  action,  and  renew- 
ing his  efforts  to  infuse  his  own  spirit  into  the  minds  of  otheis. 
At  night  he  returned  to  New  York. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy  was,  to  seize  the  point  of  intersec- 
tion of  the  road  leading  from  Flatland,  with  that  of  Jamaica; 
and  then,  rapidly  de^icending  into  the  plain,  to  fall  upon  the 
ifamk  and  rear  of  the  Americans.  Cobnel  Miles,  who  was 
stationed  near  Flatbush,  was  also  to  guard  the  road  of  Flat- 
land,  and  to  scour  it  continually  with  his  scouts,  as  well  as 
that  of  Jamaica. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  about  nine  o'clock,  General 
Clinton,  commanding  the  van-guard,  consisting  of  light  in- 
fantry ;  Lord  Percy  the  grenadiers,  artillery,  and  cavalry  in 
the  centre ;  and  Lord  Cornwallis  the  rear,  followed  by  some 
regiments  of  idlhntry,  of  heavy  artillery,  and  the  baggage ; 
withdrew  silently  from  Flatland  across  the  country,  through 
a  part  which  is  called  New  Letts,  and  about  two  hours  before 
daybreak  arrived  undiscovered  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Ja- 
maica road.  Here  his  patrols  captured,  without  giving  alarm, 
one  of  the  American  parties,  stationed  on  the  road  to  give 
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notice  of  the  enemy  ^s  approach.  Finding  the  paes  imocou- 
pied»  G^eral  Clinton  immediately  took  possession  of  it;  and 
as  aoon  as  day  appeared,  he  bore  to  his  left  towards  Bedford. 
Lord  Percy  coming  up  with  his  corps,  the  entire  column  de* 
scended  from  the  heights,  by  the  village  of  Bedford,  into  the 
level  country  between  the  heights  and  Brooklyn  I  This  move- 
ment decided  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

VfhUe  Clinton  was  exeonting  this  stratagem  on  the  left  of 
the  Americans,  General  Grant  advanced  aloi^  the  Q€ASt  to 
divert  their  attention :  and  General  Heister,  with  the  same 
object  in  view,  attacked  the  eentie:at<break  of  day.  Greneral 
Grant  had  put  himself  in  motion  about  midni^^t,  aad  had 
attacked  the  militia  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  who 
guarded  the  Toote  akmg  the  coast.  At  first  the  Americans 
gave  way,  but  General  Parsons  arrivkig,  be  took  up  a  iposi- 
tion  on  an  erainenoe,  and  renewiingtheeomibat,  he  maintained 
it  until  Brigadier^eneral  Lord  Sterling  oane  to  his  aid  with 
1500  men.  The  engagement  now.  became  very  animated^  but 
not  deci»ve.  The  attack  asade  upon  the  centre  by  the 
Hessians,  was  valiantly  snttained  by  the  Amerieaas,  com- 
manded by  <9enCTal  Sullivan  in  '.person.  At  the  ^ame  .tiiBe 
the  enemy^  ahips  opened  a  cannonade  agaiast  a  battery  on 
Oe  little  isiaad  of  Red  Hook,'On  the  vtght.  flnak  of  4ke  lAme- 
ricaas  who  opposed  General  Grant. 

While  the  Americans  were  thus  gallantly  defencUag  two 
peases,  they  were  still  unacquainted  with  the  real  desiign  of 
the^iemy,and  the  great  danger  that  threatened  /their  <de- 
atmetion  )firom  ianotker  quaater.  (Beneral  Clinton,  afier 
detaching  a  ateong  ootpe  to  dnteroept  their  retreat*  ttil  -apan 
tfaeileft.  flank  of  tfaetroops  under  fiNdlivan,  eagsged-withithe 
Heflsians. 

Appriaed  .of  their  danger  by  the  appearance  of  the.fiog- 

lish  bg^t  infiintry,:tfaay^sattaded  the  retreat  aad  retired  in 

good  order  towards  the  oamp,  not  even  leaviag'their  artiUsry. 

Butras  they^were  retiring  from  the  -woods  by  regioMiitSy  they 

eacoantawd  ttie  British  troops  which    had  occupied  the 

giaund  on  their  rear,  and  who  now  made  a  farinas  attadk 

upon  lliem.    They  fled  to  the  woods,  where  %theya^nea<- 
_  _ 


306  THB  AKMT  AHD  NAVT.  [1776* 

countered  the  Hessians.  Thus  attacked  in  front  and  rear—* 
driven  by  the  British  to  the  Hessians,  and  from  the  Hessians 
to  the  British,  with  great  loss,  some  of  them  at  last  became 
desperate,  and  with  heroic  valour  fought  their  way  through 
the  enemy  and  gained  the  camp,  while  others  escaped  through 
the  woods.  Generals  Sullivan  and  Woodhull  were  taken 
prisoners. 

The  firing  towards  Brooklyn  apprized  Lord  Sterling  of  the 
fact  that  the  enemy  had  gained  their  rear ;  and  aware  that 
his  only  prospect  of  escape  was  a  precipitate  retreat  across 
a  creek  in  his  rear,  near  the  Yellow  Mills,  not  far  from  Gk>w- 
an's  Cove,  orders  were  given  accordingly ;  and,  to  favour  its 
success,  he  attacked  Comwallis,  stationed  at  a  house  just 
above  the  place  where  he  intended  to  cross  the  creek.  A 
spirited  attack  was  made,  and  Comwallis  vnis  on  the  point 
of  being  dislodged  6com  his  post  by  a  small  number  of  Ame- 
ricans ;  but  the  British  forces  increasing  in  front,  and  General 
Grant  advancing  on  the  rear,  these  brave  men  were  all  either 
killed,  or,  with  their  general,  taken  prisoners.  This  engage^ 
ment,  however,  gave  a  large  part  of  the  detachment  an  op- 
p(H*tunity  to  escape  to  the  camp  by  crossing  the  creek. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  killed,  wounded  and  prison- 
ers, in  this  unfortunate  engagement,  is  variously  estimated, 
at  from  one  to  three  thousand ;  and  that  of  the  British  at 
about  four  hundred. 

It  would  be  vain  to  hide  the  truth :  an  egr^ous  error  was 
obviously  committed  in  not  properly  guarding  die  pass  from 
Flatland  to  the  Jamaica  road,  and  from  this  cross-road  to 
Bedford,  and  depending  too  much  upon  scouts,  liable  to  be 
secured  without  being  able  to  give  the  alarm.  Colonel  Miles 
has  been  censured  by  some  historians,  but  his  station  near 
Flatbush,  with  the  Hessians  in  front,  was  certainly  not  a 
favourable  one  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
Flatland.  We  do  not  pretend  to  decide  who  was  in  &ult, 
but  it  is  certain  that  General  Woodhull,  who  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  Convention  of  New- York  to  take  post  on  the 
high  grounds,  was  still  at  Jamaica  when  the  enemy  took  pos- 
session of  the  road  between  that  place  and  the  American 
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army.  The  American  officers,  it  is  very  manifest,  were  also 
deceived  by  the  feints  already  described,  and  by  the  proba- 
bility that  the  British  v^ould  direct  their  principal  force 
against  the  pass  along  the  coast,  which  was  the  direct  route 
to  Brooklyn. 

In  the  heat  of  the  action,  GJeneral  Washington  passed  over 
to  the  camp  at  Brooklyn,  from  New- York,  where  he  saw 
with  the  deepest  anguish  the  destruction  in  which  some  of 
his  best  troops  were  involved,  without  the  possibility  of  ex- 
tricating them.  If  he  had  attempted  it  with  the  troops  at 
Brooklyn,  the  camp  would  probably  have  been  lost,  owing  to 
the  superiority  of  the  enemy ;  and  to  bring  over  the  troops 
from  New  York,  his  forces  would  still  have  been  inferior  to 
those  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fate  of  bis  country  would  proba- 
bly have  depended  upon  a  single  battle,  under  very  unfa- 
vourable circumstances. 

The  enemy  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  lines ;  and 
on  the  night  of  the  38th  broke  ground  in  form  within  six 
hundred  paces  of  a  bastion  on  the  left.  The  English  works 
were  pushed  with  great  ardour,  and  their  formidable  artillery 
rendered  the  destruction  of  the  American  works  certain  if 
they  remained.  The  Americans,  greatly  inferior  in  numbers, 
discouraged  by  defeat,  overwhelmed  with  fatigue,  exposed  to 
torrents  of  rain,  which  also  injured  their  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, could  not  be  expected  to  make  a  very  vigorous  defence. 
Independent  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  enemy 
on  the  island,  if  the  wind  should  become  favourable  they 
might  force  a  passage  up  the  East  river  and  cut  off  the 
retreat. 

A  council  of  war  being  assembled,  it  was  resolved  to  eva- 
cuate Long  Island  and  withdraw  to  New  York. 

The  following  account  of  this  retreat  is  given  by  Good- 
rich: ''Seldom,  if  ever,  was  a  retreat  conducted  with  more 
ability  and  prudence,  or  under  more  favourable  auspices^ 
than  that  of  the  American  troops  from  Long  Island.  The 
necessary  preparations  having  been  made,  on  the  39th  of  Au- 
gust, at  eight  in  the  evening,  the  troops  began  to  move  in  the 
greatest  silence.    But  they  were  not  on  board  their  vessels 
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^before  eleven.  *A  violent  north-east  wind  and  the  ebb  tide, 
which  rendered  the  current  very  rapid,  prevented  the  pass- 
age. The  time  pressed,  however.  Fortunately,  the  wind 
suddenly  veered  to  the  north-west ;  they  immediately  made 
sail,  and  landed  in  New  York.  Providence  appeared  to  have 
watched  over  the  Americans.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  thick  fog,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year  extraor- 
dinary, covered  all  Long  Island,  whereas  the  air  was  per- 
fectly clear  on  the  side  of  New  York.  Notwithstanding  the 
entreaties  of  his  officers,  Washington  remained  the  last  upon' 
the  shore.  It  was  not  till  the  next  morning,  when  the  sun 
was  already  high  and  the  fog  dispelled,  that  the  English  per- 
ceived the  Americans  had  abandoned  their  camp,  and  were 
sheltered  from  pursuit." 

"  Whoever  will  attend  to  all  the  details  of  this  retreat," 
says  Botta,  "  will  easily  believe  that  no  military  operation 
was  ever  conducted  by  great  captains  with  more  ability  and 
prudence,  or  under  more  favourable  auspices." 

Even  the  enemy  speak  of  this  retreat  in  praises.     Hear 
him :  ''  At  first  the  wind  and  the  tide  were  both  unfavourable 
to  the  Americans ;  nor  was  it  thought  possible  that  they  could 
have  effected  their  retreat  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  until,  \ 
about  eleven  o'clock,  the  wind  shifting,  and  the  sea  becoming 
more  calm,  the  boats  were  enabled  to  pass.    Another  remark- 
able circumstance  was,  that  on  Long  Island  hung  a  thick} 
fog, 'which  prevented  the  British  troops  from  discovering  the! 
operations  6f  the  enemy;  while  on  the  side  of  New  York  the 
atmosphere  wias  perfectly  clear.    The  retreat  was  effected  j 
in  thirteen  hours,  though  9000  men  had  to  pass  over  thd 
river,  besides  field-artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  cattle, 
horses,  and  carts. 

"The  circumstances  of  this  retreat  were  particularly  glo-! 
rious  to' the  Americans.  They  had  been  driven  to  the  cor-, 
ner  of  an  island,  where  they  were  hemmed  in  within  the; 
narrow  space  of  two  square  miles.  In  their  front  was  an 
encampment  of  near  twenty  thousand  men ;  in  their  rear,  an 
arm  of  the  dea,  a  mile  wide,  which  they  could  not  cross  but: 
by  several  embarkations.    Mbttmthstanding  these  difficulties' 
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tk&y  secured  a  retreat  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  pickets. 
|of  the  English  army  arrived  only  in  time  to  fire  upon  their 
jrear-guardy  already  too  far  removed  from  the  shore  to  receive 
any  damage." 

The  garrison  of  Gk>vernor's  Island  being  in  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  withdrew,  with  all  their 
artillery  and  munitions,  without  accident,  almost  in  the 
presence  of  the  English  ships,  and  joined  the  army  at  N^w. 
York. 

Alarmed  and  discouraged,  and  believing  that  all  was  lost, 
some  of  the  militia,  who  had  been  armed  for  an  emergency, 
became  more  and  more  intractable,  and  began  to  leave  the 
army  in  hundreds,  some  in  whole  regiments,  and  returned 
home.  This  produced  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  regular 
troops,  whose  engagement  was  but  for  a  year,  and  some  only 
for  a  few  weeks.  Filled  with  the  thoughts  of  soon  returning 
home,  they  were  unwilling  to  expose  themselves  to  great 
dangers;  and,  had  not  Washington  possessed  extraordinary 
influence,  the  army  would  have  been  dispersed. 

Washington,  seconded  by  the  other  chief  officers,  urged 
upon  Congress  the  indispensable  necessity  of  forming  a 
regular  army,  in  which  the  soldiers  should  be  enlisted  to 
serve  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  Congress  decreed 
that  it  should  be  formed ;  and  that  it  should  be  composed  of 
eighty-eight  battalions,  to  be  raised  in  all  the  provinces,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  abilities.  Congress  also  decreed 
that  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  should  be  given  to  each  man 
at  the  time  of  engagement,  and  portions  of  unoccupied  lands 
were  also  promised  to  the  officers  and  soldiers.  But  from  the 
difficulty  of  finding  men  to  enlist  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  war,  the  resolution  was  modified  to  allow  them  to  engage 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

General  Howe,  believing  that  the  terror  his  success  had 
i  inspired  would  induce  the  Americans  to  resume  th^  British 
yokq,  sent  Greneral  Sullivan,  whom  he  had  made  prisoner 
joo  Long  Island,  to  Congress  with  a  message,  that  altlK>ugh  he 
|a>ald  not  consistently  treat  with  that  assembly  in  the  cha- 
racter they  had  assumed,  yet  he  would  gladly  confer  with 
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some  of  their  members  in  their  private  capacity,  and  would 
meet  them  at  any  place  they  would  appoint.  He  again  spoke 
of  his  ample  powers  to  terminate  the  contest  upon  conditions 
advantageous  to  both  Great  Britain  and  America. 

Apprehensive  that  such  a  proposition,  if  not  attended  to, 
might  mislead  the  people,  Congress  appointed  deputies  to 
hear  them.  The  deputies  consisted  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rutledge,  all  zealous  advocates  of 
independence. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  they  met  the  coomiissioners  on 
Staten  Island,  opposite  Amboy.  Admiral  Howe  said  that 
though  he  could  not  treat  with  them  as  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, yet  he  was  authorized  to  confer  with  any  gentlemen  of 
influence  in  the  colonies,  on  the  means  of  restoring  peace ; 
and  that  he  felt  a  real  gratification,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
discourse  with  them  upon  this  important  subject. 

The  deputies  replied  that  since  they  were  come  to  hear 
him,  he  was  at  liberty  to  look  upon  them  in  what  light  he 
pleased ;  that  they  could  not,  however,  consider  themselves 
in  any  other  character  than  that  in  which  Congress  had  placed 
them.  Howe  then  proceeded  to  business :  he  demanded  that 
the  colonies  should  return  to  their  allegiance  and  duty  to- 
wards the  British  crown;  he  assured  them  of  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  king  to  make  his  government  easy  and  accept- 
able to  them  in  every  respect ;  that  those  acts  of  Parliament 
which  were  so  obnoxious  to  them,  would  undergo  a  revisal, 
and  the  instructions  to  governors  would  be  reconsidered ;  that 
if  any  just  causes  of  complaint  were  found  in  the  acts  or  in- 
structions, they  might  be  removed ! 

The  deputies  now  recounted  the  tyrannical  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  many  ineffectual  attempts  by  petitions  and 
supplications  to  procure  their  repeal ;  and  that  a  return  to 
the  domination  of  Great  Britain  was  not  now  to  be  expected. 
There  was  no  doubt,  they  said,  that  the  Americans  were 
inclined  to  peace,  and  willing  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with 
Britain  that  might  be  advantageous  to  both  countries.  If 
there  was  the  same  good  disposition  on  her  part,  it  would  be 
easier  for  the  commissioners,  though  not  empowered  at  pre- 
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sent  to  treat  with  them  as  independent  states,  to  obtain  (resh 
powers  from  their  government  for  that  purpose,  than  it  would 
be  for  the  Congress  to  procure  them  from  the  colonies  to  eon- 
sent  to  submission*  This  ended  the  conference ;  and  Howe 
expressed  a  regret  that  there  was  no  longer  any  hope  of  an 
accommodation. 

The  deputies  reported  to  Congress,  and  their  conduct  was 
approved. 

The  British  ships  cruised  along  the  coast,  sometimes  threat- 
ening one  place,  and  sometimes  another.  A  part  of  the  fleet 
doubled  Long  Island,  and  appeared  in  the  sound  which  com- 
municates with  the  East  river  by  a  narrow  channel  called 
Hdl  Gate. 

The  main  body  of  the  British  fleet  was  moved  near  Gov- 
ernor's Island,  ready  to  attack  the  city,  or  enter  either  the 
East  or  the  Hudson  river.  Some  of  the  ships  were  continually 
engaged  with  the  batteries  along  the  shore,  and  on  the  little 
islands  in  the  East  river. 

Washington  had  4500  men  in  New  York ;  6500  at  Harlem, 
a  village  at  the  opening  of  the  sound ;  and  12,000  at  Kings- 
bridge,  at  the  end  of  Ihe  island  of  New  York,  which  he  had 
strongly  fortified,  to  secure  a  communication  with  the  main 
land,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  it  by  surprise,  and 
iiui  oS  his  retreat  from  the  island.  But  as  the  enemy  had 
command  of  the  sound,  it  was  feared  that  they  would  land 
under  the  protection  of  their  ships,  in  the  centre  of  the 
island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  sound,  and  intercept  the  retreat 
of  all  the  troops  in  the  city  and  its  environs.  A  council  of 
war  was  assembled,  to  deliberate  upon  the  immediate  evacua- 
tion of  the  city.  The  nfajority  decided  against  the  measure, 
but  the  English  having  reinforced  themselves  at  the  entrance 
of  the  sound,  a  second  couu^il  of  war  decided  on  the  neces- 
sity of  abandoning  the  city.  In  a  few  days  the  garrison 
marched  out,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  soldiers  sta- 
tioned at  Harlem,  leaving  the  city  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

With  a  view  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  American  gene- 
rals, some  of  the  enemy's  ships  had  entered  the  Hudson,  while 
General  Clinton,  who  had  entered  the  East  river  through 
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Hell  Gate,  disembarked  at  Kipp's  Bay,  three  miles  north  of 
New  York,  under  the  protection  of  their  ships.  Washington 
)tet  a  reinforcement  to  this  point;  but  the  miKtia  fled  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  and  after  die  commander-in-chief  had 
rallied  them  in  person,  they  fled  again. 

The  British,  after  sending  a  strong  detachment  to  take 
possession  of  New  York,  encamped  in  the  centre  of  the  island, 
extending  the  right  wing  to  Horen's  Hook,  on  the  East 
river,  and  the  left  to  Bloomingdale,  on  the  Hudson. 

By  referring  to  a  map»  the  reader  will  observe  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  two  armies.  The  position  of  the  Americans,  on 
the  heights  of  Harlem,  was  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
BHtish  outposts.  This  led  to  firequent  skirmishes,  which 
Washington  encouraged,  to  revive  the  drooping  courage  of 
the  soldiers.  Some  English  and  Hessians  were  one  day  led 
into  an  ambuscade  by  the  Americans,  and  severely  handled, 
for  which  he  commended  their  valour  in  his  official  letters. 

A  few  days  after  the  British  took  possession  of  New  York, 
a  tremendous  fire  broke  out,  and,  excited  by  the  wind,  spvead 
with  fearfiil  rapidity,  and  destroyed  about  one-fourth  of  the 
city.  Some  supposed  it  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, while  others  attributed  it  to  chance.  Several  Ameri- 
cans, suspected  as  the  authors  of  the  disaster,  were  seised  by 
the  enraged  enemy,  and  precipitated  into  the  fire. 

.Strongly  entronched  on  the  heights  of  Harlem,  Washington 
could  throw  defiance  into  the  very  teeth  of  Greneral  Howe, 
who  did  not  even  attempt  to  dislodge  him,  but  resolved  to 
take  up  a  position  behind  that  of  the  Americans,  at  Kings- 
bridge.  Leaving  Lord  Percy  with  several  brigades  of  Eng- 
lish and  Hessians  in  the  camp  of  Harlem  to  protect  New  York, 
he  embarked  in  flat-bottomed  boa^,  passed  through  Hell  Gate 
into  the  sound,  and  landed  at  Frog's  Neck.  In  a  fbw  days, 
after  the  arrival  of  roinforcements  from  Staten  Island,  he 
proceeded  towards  Kingsbridge,  over  a  rough  and  stony  road, 
enconntering  many  obstacles  which  the  Americans  had  thrown 
in  his  way  to  impede  his  progress.  In  the  meantime  Wash- 
ington assembled  his  whole  army  at  Kingsbridge,  from  which 
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be  now  senl  out  hi«  light  infitatry  to  scour  the  country  and 
harass  the  enemy  in  his  march. 

The  British^  general,  anx^ious  to  cut  off  the  communication 
of  the  Americans  with  the  eastern  provinces,  if  he  could  not 
shut  them  ujp  in  New  York  island,  determined  to  secure  the 
posts  of  the  HighlaiidB,  known  by  the  name  of  White  Plains, 
m  the  rear  of  Kingsbridge.  The  sagacity  and  vigilance  of 
Washington  enabled  him  to  penetrate  the  design  of  the  ene- 
my, and  he  withdrew  the  main  army  from  Kingsbridge ;  and 
extendiiig  Iris  l^t  wing,  he  took  poet  on  White  Plains,  while 
the  right  reached  to  Valentine's  Hill,  near  Kingsbridge.  By 
referring  to-  a  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  line  extends  along 
the  river  Brunx,  wh^e  the  chief  commander  entrenched  him- 
self with  great  care.  The  river  was  in  front  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  enemy  marched  up  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Just  before  the  arrival  of  the  British  at  White  Plains, 
Washington  withdrew  his  troops  from  the  position  on  the 
Brunx  and  assembled  them  on  the  heights,  near  the  plains,  in 
fieont  of  the  British. 

^  In  vain  sage  Waflhington,  from  hill  to  hill, 
Plays  round  his  foes  with  more  than  Fabian  skill. 
Retreats,  advances,  lures  them  to  his  snare, 
To  balance  numbers  by  the  shifts  of  war." 

On  the  28th  of  October,  the  British  army  appeared  before 
the  American  camp.  They  attacked,  and,  after  a  desperate 
struggle,  carried  a  position  which  Macdougall  had  been  or- 
dered to  take  about  a  mile  from  the  American  camp,  to  pro* 
tect  its  right  wing.  Night  approaching,  the  British  general 
deferred  operations  till  the  next  day.  Washington  took  ad- 
Tantage  of  the  delay,  strengthened  his  camp  and  posted  his 
army  in  such  a  manner  that  its  formidable  appearance  in- 
duced Howe  to  wait  for  reinforcements.  The  British  having 
erected  batteries,  threatened  to  turn  the  right  wing  of  the 
Americans  and  gain  the  height  in  the  rear;  Washington 
broke  up  his  camp  and  'removed  to  a  country  still  more 
mountainous,  near  North  Castle,  on  the  3d  of  November. 
The  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  strike  a  decisive  and  fatal 
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blow,  but  the  wisdom  and  skill  of  our  conunander  prevented 
it  atul  saved  his  country. 

Howe,  finding  it  exceedingly  unprofitable  to  attempt  to 
catch  an  old  fox  in  the  mountains,  abandoned  the  pursuit  and 
resolved  upon  the  reduction  of  fort  Washington,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  ten  miles  above  New  York ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  November  he  drew  off  his  army  towards  Kingshridge^ 
and  on  the  16th  the  English  and  Hessians  invested  the  fort, 
and,  after  a  severe  contest,  which  lasted  nearly  all  day.  Col. 
Magaw,  who  commanded  the  fort,  finding  his  ammunition 
nearly  exhausted,  was  obliged  to  surrender.  The  garrison, 
consisting  of  2600  men,  became  prisoners  of  war.  The  ene- 
my lost  800  men,  and  the  Americans  had  only  a  few  killed. 

Howe,  having  now  entire  possession  of  New  York  island, 
sent  Cornwaliis  with  6000  men  to  invest  fort  Lee,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river ;  but  General  Greene  drew  off  the 
garrison,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  retired  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Hackensack. 

The  loss  of  these  forts  enabled  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into 
New  Jersey,  and  to  menace  Philadelphia  itself.  Washington, 
having  anticipated  the  fall  of  these  fastnesses,  had  already 
crossed  the  Hudson  and  proceeded  to  join  General  Greene. 
General  Lee,  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  post  last 
occupied  by  the  commander-in-chief,  had  orders  to  join  the 
main  army  if  the  enemy  should  appear  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Hudson,  which  they  soon  did  in  great  numbers,  inundat- 
ing the  country,  and  spreading  terror  among  the  people. 
The  American  army  retreated  across  the  Passaic  river  to 
Newark.  The  militia  having  disbanded  and  gone  home, 
Washington  was  almost  abandoned  by  his  army.  Even  the 
regular  troops  filed  off  and  deserted  in  large  parties,  until 
the  army  amounted  to  less  than  three  thousand.  Enfeebled 
in  numbers,  discouraged  by  reverses,  exposed  in  an  open 
country  to  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  without  tents  or 
entrenching  tools,  surrounded  by  loyalists,  who  endeavoured 
to  spread  terror  through  the  country,  to  induce  others  to 
change  sides  and  make  peace  with  the  enemy,  and  rapidly 
pursued  by  the  British  hosts,  the  American  army  was  but  a 
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feeble  support,  indeed,  to  the  infant  rq>ublic,  which  was 
threatened  with  irretrievable  ruin.  Washington  retreated' 
from  Newark  to  Brunswick,  Princeton,  and  Trenton;  and  on 
the  8th  of  December  crossed  to  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the 
Delaware,  while  Lord  Cornwallis  was  close  in  his  rear;  but 
finding  no  means  to  cross  the  river,  he  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Trenton. 

Amid  all  these  accumulated  misfortunes,  the  hero  of  the 
republic,  whose  invincible  soul  could  neither  be  vanquished 
nor  shaken,  trusting  in  Providence  and  the  justice  of  his  cause, 
diowed  himself  to  his  soldiers  with  a  cheerful  countenance ; 
and  the  members  of  congress,  resolved  to  stand  or  faU  with 
the  republic,  and  to  aid  their  chief  through  good  or  adverse 
fixrtune,  calmly  drew  up  various  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  between  the  states.  Men  who  can  rise  supe- 
rior to  such  dangers  and  terrors  as  surround  them,  in  an  ap- 
parently hopeless  cause,  appear  rather  the  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  God,  to  accomplish  a  mighty  vvork,  than  the  mere 
representatives  of  men.  The  condition  of  their  minds,  calm, 
collected  and  dignified,  in  their  present  deplorable  situation, 
presents  the  most  sublime  picture  of  patriotism  the  world 
ever  produced. 

The  treatment  of  the  prisoners  at  New  York  would  have 
disgraced  barbarians.  The  sick  and  the  well  v^re  all  thrown 
together;  exposed  to  hunger,  cold,  and  impure  air;  insulted 
by  the  soldiers  and  loyalists,  hauled  wounded  and  bleeding 
through  the  streets,  without  clothing,  on  carts,  as  a  public 
spectacle,  to  be  hissed  by  the  populace  as  traitors  and  rebels. 
Exposed  to  all  these  outrages,  more  than  1500  of  these  un- 
fortunate men  perished  in  a  few  weeks. 

<«But  of  all  tales  that  war*8  black  annals  hold. 
The  darkest,  foulest  still  remains  untold ; 
New  modes  of  torture  wait  the  shameful  strife, 
And  Britain  wantons  in  the  waste  of  life.         ' 

Cold-blooded  Cruelty,  first  fiend  of  hell. 
Ah,  thmk  no  more  with  savage  hordes  to  dwell ; 
Qnit  the  Caribbean  tribes  who  eat  their  dain, 
Fly  that  grim  gang,  the  inquisitors  of  Spain, 


3M  THB  ASMY  A«D  NAVT.  [1776^ 

Boi^t  not  thy  dead*  in  Moloch's  shriiMS  of  old« 

L8«.ve  Burb«J7*6  pirates  to  their  blood-bou^rbt  ^d, 

Let  HoUaod  steal  her  victimB,  force  them  o'er 

To  toils  and  death  on  Java's  morbid  shore ; 

Some  cloak,  some  colour  all  these  crimes  may  plead ;  * 

'Tis  avarice,  passion,  blind  religion's  deed ; 

Bm  ShtoBS  here,  in  this- fraternal  broil, 

Grave,  cool,  deliberate  in  thy  service  toil. 

Far  finm  the  nation's  eye,  whose  nobler  soul 

Their  wars  would  humanize,  their  pride  control, 

They  lose  the  lessons  that  her  laws  impart. 

And  change  the  British  lor  the  brutal  heart 

Fired  fay  no  passion,  madden'd  by  no  seal. 

No  priest)  no  Plutus  bids  them  not  to  feel ; 

Unpaid,  gratuitous,  on  torture  bent, 

Their  sport  is  death,  their  pastime  to  torment ; 

All  other  gods  they  scorn,  but  bow  the  knee. 

And  curb,  well-pleased,  O  Cruelty,  to  thee. 

Come  then,  cursed  goddess,  where  thy  votaries  reign, 
Inhale  their  incense  fit>m  the  land  and  main; 
Come  to  New  York,  their  conquering  anna  to  greet, 
BrxmI  o'er  their  camp  and  brettthe  akog  their  fleet; 
The  brother  chie6  of  Howe's  illustrious  name 
Demand  thy  labours  to  complete  their  &me. 
What  shrieks  of  agony  thy  praises  sound ! 
What  gmteless  dungeons  groan  beneath  the  ground ! 
See  the  black  Prison  Ship's  expanding  womb 
Impested  thoasand%  quick  and  dead,  entomb. 
Btf ks  after  barks  the  captured  seamen  bear, 
Transboard  and  lodge  thy  silent  victims  there ; 
A  hundred  scows,  from  all  the  neighbouring  shore, 
Spread  the  dull  sail  and  ply  the  constant  oar. 
Waft  wrecks  of  armies  from  the  well-fought  field. 
And  fiunish'd  garrisons  who  bravely  yield; 
They  mount  the  hulk,  and,  cramm'd  within  the  cave,   . 
Hail  their  last  house,  their  living,  floating  grave. 

She  comes,  the  fiend !  her  grinning  jaws  expand. 
Her  brazen  eyes  cast  li^tning  o'er  the  strand. 
Her  wings  like  thunder-clouds  the  welkin  sweeps 
Bmsh  the  tall  spires  and  shade  the  shuddering  deep ; 
She  gains  the  deck,  diapkys  her  wonted  store, 
Her  cords  and  sooorgeB  wet  with  prisonen^  gore ; 
Gripes,  pinoere,  thnmbeorewe  spread  beneath  her  feet. 
Stow  poiaQDOQS  dragis and  loads  of  potrid  meat; 
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Disease  hangs  drizzling  fiom  her  slimy  locks, 
And  hot  contagion  issues  from  her  box. 

0*er  the  closed  hatches  ere  she  takes  her  place. 
She  moves  the  massy  planks  a  little  space. 
Opes  a  small  passage  to  the  cries  below, 
That  feast  her  soul  on  messages  of  wo; 
There  sits  with  gaping  ear  and  changeless  eyt^ 
Drinks  every  gnan  and  treasures  every  sigh ; 
Sdsfams  the  faint,  their  miseries  to  prolong, 
'Revives  the  dying  and  unnerves  the  strong. 

But  as  the  infected  mass  resign  their  breath, 
She  keeps  with  joy  the  register  of  death. 
As,  tOBsM  through  portholes  from  the  encumber*d  cave, 
Corpse  after  corpse  fall  dashing  in  the  wave ; 
Corpse  after  corpse,  Ibr  days  and  months  and  yeitt, 
The  tide  bears  gS,  and  -still  its  current  elears ; 
At  last,  o'erioaded  with  the  putrid  gore. 
The  slime-clad  waters  thicken  round  the  shore. 
Green  ocean^s  self,  that  oft  his  wave  renews. 
That  drinks  whole  fleeto  with  all  their  battiiag  crewsi 
That  laves,  that  purifies  the  earth  and  shy. 
Yet  ne*er  before  resigned  his  naftuial  dy^ 
Here  pwiptos,  blushes  for  the  laoe  be  bore 
To  rob  and  fav^ge  thieunoonquei'd  shore, 
The  scaly  nations,  as  they  travel  by. 
Catch  the  contagion,  siekea,  gasp  end  die.**  , 

We  will  here  drop  the  curtain,  to  hide  these  tragic  scenes 
of  distress,  observing,  with  Congress,  a  ''day  of  solemn  fasting! 
and  humiliation  before  God,  and  call  upon  the  states  to  for 
nish  militia ;  rightly  believisig  that  divine  aid  can  only  be 
expected  by  thtise  'who  do  their  duty." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

PeanqrlTiniaiiB  arooBed  to  defend  the  Capital— Capture  of  General  Lae  Great 
Powenof  WaahiDgton— Re-croeaee  the  Delaware— Aasamea  the  OffenaiYe— Snr- 
prisea  the  Enamj  at  Trenton-*Retnma  to  PennaylTania  Side  with  the  PriaooerB, 
A&e.— Heanana  paraded  through  Philadelphb— Waahington  again  creaaea  iheDela- 
ware^-Wrenchea  New  Jeraey  from  the  Enemy  and  astonishes  the.  World— Alarm 
of  the  British  Commander. 

"  So  files  a  herd  of  heeves,  that  hear,  dismayed. 
The  lions  roaring  through  the  midnight  ahade.** 

In  this  unpromising  situation  of  affairs.  Generals  MiflSiin  and 
Armstrong,  possessing  great  influence  in  PennsyWania,  "went 
throu^  the  state  addressing  the  people  and  arousing  them  to 
arms  to  defend  the  capital  and  the  country. 

"Rise,  ye  men !  if  ye  inherit 

IVom  a  line  of  noble  sires 
Sazon  blood  and  Saxon  spirit, 

Rise  to  guaid  your  household  firesL 
From  each  rocky  hill  and  valley 

Rise  against  Uie  invading  band ; 
In  the  name  of  Freedom,  rally 

To  defend  your  native  land. 

**  Foemen's  feet  your  soil  are  presBiDg, 

Hostile  banners  meet  your  eye ; 
Ask  from  Heaven  a  Father's  blesamg. 

Then  for  freedom  dare  to  die. 
What  though  veteran  fees  assail  you* 

Fill'd  with  confidence  and  pride; 
Let  not  hope  or  courage  &il  you, 

Preedom^s  God  is  on  your  ode. 

•«  To  the  winds  your  fiag  nnihMing, 

Rally  round  it  in  your  might, 
EMh  his  weapon  fimily  holding. 

Heaven  will  aid  you  in  the  fi^t 
Bf  the  mothers  that  have  home  yoo, 

B|y  your  wives  and  children  dear, 
Lfiit  your  loved  ones  all  should  soon  yov, 

Rise  without  a  liioaght  of  fear. 
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'•Come  as  comes  the  tempest  niahmg. 

Bending  lorests  in  its  path, 
As  the  mountain  tonrent  gushing, 

Ab  the  hillows  in  their  wrath : 
From  each  rocky  hill  and  valley 

Sweep  away  the  invading  hand ; 
In  the  name  of  Freedom,  rally 

To  defend  your  native  land." 

The  tardy  movements  of  General  Lee  to  join  Washington 
according  to  orders,  plainly  indicated  that  he  either  preferred 
the  conmiand  of  a  separate  army,  or  considered  it  advisable 
to  remain  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  New  Jersey  to  be  ready 
to  fall  on  the  right  flank  of  the  British  army.  On  the  6th  of 
December  he  crossed  the  North  River  at  King's  Ferry,  with 
3000  men  and  some  pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  13th,  being  at  a  place  called  Baskinbridge,  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  quarters  of  the  enemy,  he  incautiously 
separated  himself  from  his  army  to  reconnoitre.  He  took  up 
his  quarters  at  a  house  three  miles  distant  from  the  main 
body,  attended  by  a  slender  guard,  where  he  was  taken 
prisoner. 

"  General  Lee  wasted  the  morning  in  altercation  with  cer- 
tain militia  corps  who  were  of  his  command,  particularly 
the  Connecticut  light  horse,  several  of  whom  appeared  in 
large  full-bottomed  perukes,  and  were  treated  very  irreve- 
rently ;  the  call  of  the  adjutant-general  for  orders,  also  occu- 
pied some  of  his  time,  and  we  did  not  sit  down  to  breakfast 
before  ten  o'clock.  General  Lee  was  engaged  in  answering 
General  Gates's  letter,  and  I  had  risen  from  the  table,  and 
was  looking  out  of  an  end  window,  down  a  lane  about  one 
hundred  yards  in  length,  which  led  to  the  house  from  the 
main  road,  when  I  discovered  a  party  of  British  dragoons 
turn  a  comer  of  the  avenue  at  a  full  charge.  Startled  at  this 
unexpected  spectacle,  I  exclaimed,  *  Here,  sir,  are  the  British 
cavalry.'  '  Where?*  replied  the  general,  who  had  signed  his 
letter  in  the  instant.  *  Around  the  house;'  for  they  had 
opened  files  and  encompassed  tli?building.  General  Lee  ap 
peared  alarmed,  yet  collected,  and  his  second  observation 
marked  his  self-possession:    'Where  is  the  guard t—^amn 
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the  guard,  why  don't  they  fire?'  and  aAer  a  momentary 
pause,  he  turned  to  me  and  said,  '  Do,  sir,  see  what  has  be- 
come of  the  guard.'  The  women  of  the  house  at  this  moment 
entered  the  room,  and  prop9sed  to  him  to  conceal  himself  in 
a  bed,  which  he  rejected  with  evident  disgust.  I  caught  up 
my  pistols,  which  lay  on  the  table,  thrust  the  letter  he  had 
been  writing  into  my  pocket,  and  passed  into  a  room  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  house,  where  I  had  seen  the  guard  in  the 
morning.  Here  I  discovered  their  arms ;  but  the  men  were 
absent.  I  stepped  out  of  the  door,  and  perceived  the  dragoons 
chasing  them  in  different  directions,  and  receiving  a  very 
uncivil  salutation,  I  returned  into  the  house. 

**  Too  ineiq)erienced  immediately  to  penetrate  the  motives  of 
this  enterprise,  I  considered  the  rencontre  accidental,  andiixim 
the  terrific  tales  spread  over  the  country,  of  the  violence  and 
barbarity  of  the  enemy,  I  believed  it  to  be  a  wanton,  murder- 
ing party,  and  determined  not  to  die  without  company.  I 
accordingly  sought  a  position  where  I  could  not  be  approached 
by  more  than  one  person  at  a  time ;  and  with  a  pistol  in  each 
hand  I  awaited  the  expected  search,  resolved  to  shoot  the 
first  and  the  second  person  who  might  appear,  and  then  to 
appeal  to-my  sword.  I  did  not  remain  long  in  this  unpleasant 
sttuatioa,  but -was  apprized  of  the  object  of  the  incursion  by 
the  very  audible  declaration, '  If  the  general  does  noi  surrender 
infive  mnnutetf  I  will  set  fire  to  the  house !'  which  after  a  short 
pause  was  repeated  with  a  -solemn  oath;  and  within  two 
miiwiles  I  heard  it  proclaimed,  ^Ikre  tt  theygeneral,  he  has 
Bwrendered  /'  A  general  shout  ensued,  the  trumpet  sounded 
the  assembly,  and  the  unfortunate  Lecr  mounted  on  my  horse, 
whiohoslood  ready  at  the  door,«was  hurried  off  in  triumph, 
bareheaded,  in  his  slippers  and  blanket-coat,  his  collar  open, 
and  his  shirt  very  nweh  soiled  from  several  days'  use. 

*'  What  a  lesson  of  caution  is  to  be  derived  from  this  event, 
and  how  important  the  admonitions  furnished  by  it !  What 
an 'evidence  of  the  caprice  of  fortune,  of  the  fallibility  of 
ambitieus  projeets,  and  the  inscrutable  ways  of  Heaven !  The 
eaptuve  of  Oeoeval  Lee  waa  felt  as  a  public  calamity  ;ii  cast 
a*gle(M»over  the  oountry,  and  excited  general  sorrow.    This 
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sympathy  was  hooourable  to  the  people,  and  due  to  the 
stranger  who  had  embarked  his  fortune  with  theirs,  and  de- 
termined to  share  their  fate,  under  circumstances  of  more  than 
conmion  peril." — fVilkinson. 

Greneral  Sullivan,  who  succeeded  General  Lee,  obeyed  the 
orders  of  Washington  promptly.  He  crossed  the  Delaware 
at  Phillipsbourgh,  and  joined  him  about  the  close  of  Decem- 
ber. The  American  army  now  consisted  of  about  7000  men ; 
but  as  the  term  of  the  greater  part  expired  with  the  year,  it 
was  threatened  with  total  dissolution. 

Stationed  in  extensive  cantonments  through  New  Jersey,  a 
distance  of  eighty  miles,  and  separated  from  Philadelphia  by 
the  river  Delaware  only,  the  enemy  waited  for  that  river  to 
be  frozen,  which  would  enable  them  to  cross  with  the  greatest 
facility.  The  situation  of  the  Americans  was  desperate,  and 
the  expedient  adopted  by  General  Washington,  now  invested 
by  Congress  with  dictatorial  powers  for  six  months,  evinced 
his  firm  resolve  to  cut  the  cordon  of  the  British  line  or  die  in 
the  attempt. 

The  night  of  Christmas  was  appointed  to  resume  the  offen- 
sive— to  re-cross  the  Delaware  and  surprise  the  corps  of  Hes- 
sians at  Trenton.  He  divided  his  army,  consisting  chiefly  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  militia,  into  three  corps.  With 
the  first,  numbering  about  2500,  he  crossed  the  Delaware  in 
^company  with  Generals  Sullivan  and  Greene,  at  McConkey's 
Ferry,  about  nine  miles  above  Trenton.  The  second,  com- 
manded by  General  Irwin,  was  directed  to  cross  at  Trenton 
Ferry;  and  the  third,  under  General  Cadwallader,  was  to 
cross  at  Bristol,  and  proceed  to  Burlington.  Washington,  after 
great  exertions,  succeeded  in  effecting  his  part  of  the  enter- 
prise, through  the  floating  ice  that  obstructed  the  river,  and 
landed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Pushing  rapidly  to 
Trenton  by  two  separate  roads — the  one  along  the  river,  the 
other  the  Pennington  road  (where  he  commanded  in  per- 
son)— ^he  reached  the  town  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
before  the  Hessians,  under  Rahl,  had  any  suspicion  of  his 
approach.  Their  advanced  guards  were  im'mediately  routed. 
A  regiment  was  sent  to  their  aid,  but  the  first  line  threw  the 
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second  into  disorder,  and  all  scahipered  off  to  IVenton.  Rahl 
then  drew  out  his  troops  to  meet  the  Americans  in  the  field ; 
but  here  he  was  furiously  attacked  by  the  re-animated  Ame- 
ricans; and  being  mortally  wounded  in  the  onset,  liis  troops 
fled  frcxn  the  battle-field,  and  left  six  pieces  of  light  artillery. 
Attempting  to  escape  by  the  Princeton  road,  Washington 
quickly  despatched  several  companies  to  intercept  their  re- 
treat ;  and  about  1000  Hessians,  under  Rahl,  Anspach,  and 
Knyphausen,  surrendered  at  discretion,  their  position  not 
enabling  them  to  speak  of  terms. 

If  Generals  Irwin  and  Cadwallader,  detained  by  the  ice 
and  other  obstacles,  had  reached  in  time,  about  500  cava]i;y 
and  light  infantry,  together  with  a  foraging  party,  who 
escaped  by  the  lower  road  to  Bordentown,  and  indeed  all  the 
royal  troops  near  the  river,  would  have  been  surrounded  and 
taken  prisoners. 

''  I  had  been  despatched  to  General  Washington  for  orders, 
and  rode  up  to  him  at  the  moment  Colonel  RaM,  supported 
by  a  file  of  sergeants,  was  presenting  his  sword.  On  my 
approach,  the  commander-in-chief  took  me  by  the  hand,  and 
observed,  ^Major  Wilkinson,  this  is  a  glorious  day  for  our 
country,'  his  countenance  beaming  with  complacency ;  whilst 
the  unfortunate  Rahl,  vdio  the  day  before  would  not  have 
changed  fortunes  with  him,  now  pale,  bleeding  and  covered 
with  blood,  in  broken  accents  seemed  to  implore  those  atten- 
tions which  the  victor  was  well  disposed  to  bestow  on  him. 
Bfow  awful  the  contrast !  what  a  sad  memento  of  the  casual- 
ties of  military  life !  Such  are  thy  blessings,  O  war ! — such 
tHe  glories  and  the  golden  fruits  *  plucked  from  the  cannon's 
mouth.' 

"  In  this  afiair  we  lost  no  officer,  and  those  before  men- 
tioned (Captain  William  Washington  and  Lieutenant  James 
Monroe)  with  four  men  only  were  wounded,  two  were  killed, 
and  one  fi-ozen  to  death;  our  trophies  were  four  stafid  of 
colours,  twelve  drums,  six  brass  field-pieces,  a  thousand  stand 
of  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  our  prisoners  twenty-three 
officers  and  almost  a  thousand  non-conunissioned  officers  and 
privates ;  Colonel  Rahl  and  six  other  officers,  with  about  forty 
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men,  were  killed.  The  execution  of  this  enterpriBe  refle<^ed 
high  honour  on  General  Washington;  bujt  hk  triumph  was 
abridged  by  the  failure  of  two  simultaneous  attacks,  one 
from  Bristol,  under  General  Cadwallader,  and  the  other  by 
Trenton  ferry,  under  General  Irwin,  which  made  a  part  of 
his  plan.  These  officers  employed  every  exertion  to  cross 
the  river,  but  were  baffled  by  the  ice,  and  in  consequence  the 
fugitives  escaped  from  Trenton,  and  Count  Donop,  with  the 
detachments  below,  was  enabled  to  make  good  his  retreat  to 
Princetcm,  otherwise  these  German  cantonments  would  have 
been  swept 

**  This  was  a  desperate  undertaking,  justified  by  the  deplo- 
rable state  of  our  affairs,  and  worthy  the  chief  who  projected 
it.  I  have  never  doubted  that  he  had  resolved  to  stake  his 
life  on  the  issue.  The  joy  diffiised  throughout  the  UnicHi  by 
the  successftil  attack  against  Trenton,  re-animated  the  timid 
friends  of  the  revolution,  and  invigorated  the  c<Mifidence  of 
the  resolute.  Perils  and  sufferings  still  in  prospect,  were 
considered  the  price  of  independence,  and  every  faithful  citi* 
zen  was  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice.  Success  had  triumphed 
over  despondeney,  and  the  biedless,  headlong  enthusiasm, 
which  led  the  colonists  to  arms,  had  settled  down  into  a  sober 
sense  of  their  condition,  and  a  deliberate  resolution  to  main- 
tain the  contest  at  every  hazard,  and  under  every  privation. 
The  general  impulse  excited  by  passion  was  now  improved 
by  reason,  and  the  American  community  began  to  feel  and 
act  like  a  nation  determined  t«  be  free." 

Believing  his  troops  to  be  inadequate  to  cope  with  the 
enemy  quartered  through  New  Jersey,  the  commander-in« 
chief,  on  the  evening  after  the  battle,  abandoned  Trenton  and 
crossed  over  to  the  right  side  of  the  river  with  his  prisoners, 
artillery  and  other  trophies  of  victory. 

The  despcmding  and  the  loyalists  discrediting  and  denying 
the  truth  of  this  success,  the  American  generals,  desirous  to 
revive  the  courage  of  the  people,  paraded  these  veteran 
iroo^pB,  who  had  proved  themsdves  so  formidable  upon  many 
ooeaiions,  through  the  streets  of  Philadelphia  in  triumph,  fol- 
I  lowed  by  thehr  arms  and  banners.    This,  of  course,  was  not 
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intended  as  an  insult  to  the  fallen,  but  purely  a  matter  of 
expediency,  of  which  the  Hessians,  hiring  themsdves  cm  in- 
stiMtnenti  of  oppressionf  had  no  reasoa  to  complain.  The 
Americans  made  the  welkin  ring  with  their  unbounded  ex- 
ultation, to  see  that  it  was  not  yet  impossible  to  save  the 
republic.  The  enemy  were  astonished  at  the  sudden  meta- 
morphosis of  a  defeated,  almost  annihilated  army,  into  a  vie- 
torious  one,  at  a  period  when  they  thought  the  war  nearly  at 
an  end. 

Washington,  encouraged  by  his  success  and  the  spirit  of 
his  troops,  whose  morale  was  completely  restored,  again 
crossed  the  Delaware,  and  marched  to  Trenton  at  the  head 
of  4000  men. 

Washington,  the  calm  and  prudent  chief,  was  now  a  per*- 
fect  lion,  giving  full  reins  to  his  natural  impetuosity,  as  the 
only  possible  means  of  success  under  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  If  he  sacrificed  some  of  his  prudence  to  give  energy 
and  impulse  to  his  actions  in  a  last  resort,  he  never  lost  sight 
of  it,  and  the  end,  evefy  American  believes,  justified  the 
means. 

The  highest  eulogium  on  these  proceedings  that  can  be 
given,  is  the  effect  they  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  enemy : 

^  The  British  commander-in-chief  u>a^  now  seriously  alarmed" 
says  their  historian.  "  The  British  and  auxiliary  troops,  with 
the  forces  at  Brunswick  under  General  Grant,  advanced  to 
Princeton ;  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  was  on  the  point  of 
sailing  for  England,  was  imi«edialely  ordered  to  leave  New 
York,  and  take  the  command  of  the  Jersey  army.  As  soon 
as  bis  lordship  joined  General  Grant,  he  marched  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  Trenton.  (General  Washington,  on  his  approach, 
retired  from  the  town,  and,  crossing  a  rivulet  at  the  back  of 
it,  posted  himself  on  some  high  grounds,  seemingly  with  a 
determination  of  defending  them.  Both  armies  immediately 
commenced  a  severe  cannonade,  which  continued  till  night. 
Lord  Cornwallis  determined  to  renew  the  attack  next  mom* 
ing,  but  General  Washington  resolved  not  to  hazard  a  battle/' 

Too  inferior  in  numbers  for  a  general  battle — too  near  a 
formidable  army  to  cross  a  large  river,  now  more  obfttrttcted 
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with  ice  than  before,  our  chief  resolved  to  carry  the  war  into- 
the  heart  of  Ncjw  Jersey. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  January, 
the  baggage  was  sent  down  to  Burlington,  and  about  two, 
the  enemy  being  perfectly  quiet,  the  Americans,  leaving  their 
fires  burning,  and  guards  at  the  bridges  and  fords,  with  or- 
ders to  continue  the  usual  rounds  of  patrols,  silently  filed  off 
by  detachments,  and  the  neighbouring  fences  were  used  to 
keep  up  a  blazing  fire  to  deceive  the  enemy,  until  near  day, 
when  they  also  retired.  Proceeding  by  a  very  circuitous 
route  through  Allentown,  he  hastened  to  surprise  and  take 
Princeton.  The  expedition  with  which  this  grand  manceuvre 
was  executed  is  almost  incredible ;  for  about  sunrise  his  van 
came  up  with  Mawhood's  detachment,  which  had  just  began 
its  march  from  Princeton  to  Maidenhead,  midway  between 
Princeton  and  Trenton.  This  officer  had  been  left  at  Prince- 
ton by  Comwallis  to  defend  the  place,  but  had  just  been 
ordered  to  Maidenhead.  He  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
approach  of  the  Americans,  and  the  morning  being  foggy,  he 
supposed  them  to  be  Hessians.  Discovering  it  was  part  of 
the  American  army,  and  beginning  to  know  the  character  of 
Washington,  he  conjectured  that  the  vigilant  chief  had  played 
them  one  of  his  nocturnal  tricks.  They  were  immediately 
charged  with  great  spirit,  but  making  a  vigorous  defence,  the 
militia  forming  the  vanguard  gave  way  and  retired.  General 
Mercer  attempted  to  rally  them  and  was  mortally  wounded. 
Washington  advanced  and  restored  the  battle  with  his  con- 
querors of  Trenton.  The  British,  separated  and  overwhelmed, 
fled  in  every  direction  over  fences  and  fields,  without  regard 
to  roads ;  blowing  up  their  breath  in  fine  wreaths  of  smoke 
on  this  cold  morning  and  conjecturing  what  might  become 
of  the  hindmost,  every  one  stretched  his  speed  to  the  utmost 
to  outstrip  his  neighbour,  and  ''  live  to  fight  another  day." 
The  pursuit  was  exceedingly  animated,  and  the  commander- 
in-chief,  while  encouragmg  the  men,  exclaimed,  **Itis  a  fine 
fox-^ase,  my  hoys  /"  Colonel  Hand's  Pennsylvania  riflemen 
were  first  in  the  chase,  and  took  the  greatest  number  of  pri- 

icmers.    Wilkinson  says, ''  They  were  accompanied  by  Gene- 

_ 


3M 


THB  AKWT   AUD  NAVT. 


[tm. 


ral  Witfhkigtoil  iir  penoir,  with  a  squad  of  the  Philadelphia 
troops,  among  whom  Mr.  John  Donaldson  distinguished  him- 
self in  an  eminent  degree ;  in  the  ardour  of  the  pursuit  he 
had  separated  himself  from  the  troop,  and  as  the  infantry 
cottld  not  keep  up»  he  found  himself  alone  and  liable  to  be 
shot  by  any  straggler  of  the  enemy  who  would  not  surren- 
der ;  yet,  uivwiHif^  to  slacken  his  pace,  he  mounted  a  lieute- 
nant Simpson  behind  him,  who,  whenever  a  fugitive  threat- 
ened to  be  refractory,  jumped  off  and  shot  him,  and  in  this 
manner  three  men,  whilst  taking  aim  at  Mr.  Donaldson,  were 
knocked  down  and  his  Kfe  saved ;  but  he  made  a  score  of 
prisoners,  whom  he  sent  to  bis  rear  after  disarming  them.*' 
The  toss  of  the  enemy  was  above  100  killed  and  300  prison- 
ers ;  the  American  loss  was  considerably  less,  but  the  fall  of 
General  Mercer  was  universally  lamented ;  he  was  a  Scotch- 
tnan  by  birth,  and  a  physician  by  profession.  **  He  served 
in  the  campaign  of  I755|  with  General  Braddock,  and  was 
wounded  through  the  shoulder  in  the  unfortunate  action  near 
fort  Do  Quesne ;  unable  to  retreat,  he  lay  down  under  cover 
of  a  large  fallen  tree,  and  in  the  pursuit  an  Indian  leaped 
upon  hie  covert  immedilitely  over  him,  and,  after  looking 
about  a  few  seconds  for  the  direction  of  the  fugitives,  he 
sprang  off  without  observing  the  wounded  man  who  lay  at 
his  feet.  So  soon  as  the  Indians  had  killed  the  wounded, 
scalped  the  dead,  rifled  the  baggage,  and  cleared  the  field, 
the  unfortunate  Mercer,  frndrng  himself  exceedingly  faint  and 
thirsty  from  loss  of  blood,  crawled  to  an  adjacent  brook,  and 
after  drinking  plentifully,  found  himself  so  much  refreshed 
that  he  was  able  to  walk,  and  commenced  his  return  by  the 
road  the  army  had  advanced;  but  being  without  subsistence, 
and  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from  any  Christian  settle- 
ment, he  expected  to  die  of  famine,  when  he  observed  a 
rattlesnake  on  his  path,  which  he  kiHed  and  contrived  to  skin, 
and,  throwing  it  over  his  sound  Moulder,  he  subsisted  on  it 
as  the  claims  of  nature  urged^  until  he  reached  fort  Cumber- 
land, on  the  Potomac.'* 

This  the  critic  will  say  should  be  in  a  note,  but  it  saves 
the  reader  the  trouble  of  looking  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 


Pfg^A  ^^  ^hen  grqping.  hi^  wi^y  back  ^gjfVfi  to  the  place  he 
reaf], before. 

The  iqng  absence  of  Washington,  who  had  b^n  led  away 
in  the  pursuit,  of  the  fugitjves,  began  to  exqitegceat  alarm  for 
his  safety  among  his  troops,  already  assembled  a^  Princeton ; 
buf  he  soon  appeared,  to  prepare  for  another  running  Aght. 

Cornwallis  awoke  at  Trenton,  shook  off  the  dew  of  the 
morning,  and  looked  around,  but  Washington  was  non  est 
inventus!  Immediately  abamdoning  his  camp,  Cornwallis 
hastened  to  Princetqn,  where  he  arrived  almost  as  soon  as 
Washipgton  with  th^  Grand  Army^  as  it  was  then  called, 
composed  of  a  handful  of  men,  half-naked,  half-frozen,  half- 
starved,  and  brokea  down  with  fatigue  and  two  nights'  loss 
of  s)eep.  But  the  army  w^.  morally  grand,  amounting  to 
sublimity. 

Washington  left  hi^  enemy  very  abruptly;  crossed  Mill- 
stone river,  broke  down  t|)e,  bridges  behind  hiip,  passed  the 
Raritan  river,  and  soon  reposed  beyond  th^  mquntains,  making 
\m,  he|ld-quarter^  at.  Morxistown  in  upper  Jei^y,  with  a  fine 
country  in  his  rear  to  supply  hipn  vv;ith  all  necessaries,  and 
through  which  he  could  readily  find  a  passage  over  the  Dela- 
ware. But  he  comes  again :  his  troops  refr^hed,  and  rein- 
f(Mrced  with  a  few  battalions,  he  scours  the  country  to  the 
Raritan,  under  the  very  noses  of  the  enemy ;  he  even  crosses 
the  river,  and,  penetrating  into  Essex  county,  seizes  Newark, 
Elizabethtown,  and  Woodbridge,  making  himself  master  of 
the  coast  of  SMen  JUandf  brushing  the  lion's  beard  and 
Btaring  him  right  in  the  face !  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction, 
and  the  world  never  dreamed  of  anything  more  astonishing. 
The  length  and  breadth  of  the  country  rung  with  the  name 
of  Washington,  and  continental  Ekicope,  filled  with  admiration 
and  wonder  at  the  splendour  of  the  achievements,  echoed  tho 
name  back  agaij). 

''Achievements  so  astonishing,  acquired  an  immense  glory 
for  the  captain-gdo^ral  of  the  United  S^tajLes.  A'l  nations 
shared  in  the  surprise  of  the  Americans;  all  equally  afimired  and 
applauded  the  prudence,  the  constancy,  and  the  noble  intre^ 
pidity  of  General  Washington.  A  unanigious  voice  pronounced 
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him  the  saviour  of  his  country ;  all  extolled  him  as  equal  to  the 
most  celebrated  commanders  of  antiquity ;  all  proclaimed  him 
the  Fabius  of  America.  His  name  was  in  the  mouths  of  all ; 
he  was  celebrated  by  the  pens  of  the  most  distinguished 
writers.  The  most  illustrious  personages  of  Europe  lavished 
upon  him  their  praises  and  their  congratulations.  The 
American  general,  therefore,  wanted  neither  a  cause  full  of 
grandeur  to  defend,  nor  occasion  for  the  acquisition  of  glory, 
nor  genius  to  avail  himself  of  it,  nor  the  renown  due  to'liis 
triumphs,  nor  an  entire  generation  of  men  perfectly  well 
disposed  to  render  him  homage ;"  and,  we  might  add — nor 
patriotism  to  do  all  for  his  country. 

By  this  almost  superhuman  efibrt,  Washington  not  only 
saved  Philadelphia,  but  wrested  nearly  all  New  Jersey  firom 
the  tyrant's  grasp.  Selecting  his  positions  well,  and  fortify- 
ing them  strongly,  the  royalists  did  not  think  it  safe  to  attack 
him.  New  Brunswick  and  Amboy  were  the  only  two  posts 
left  to  the  enemy  in  the  state,  and  these  could  have  no  com- 
munication with  New  York  except  by  sea.  Congress,  by  the 
advice  of  the  generals,  had  retired  to  Baltimore,  but  now  they 
immediately  returned,  which  inspired  the  people  with  new 
hope  and  confidence. 


CHAPTER  X. 


L 


Expedition  of  the  Enemy  against  American  ProviaionB  at  Danlmry,  Connecticut 
—Heroic  Conduct  of  Wooeter  and  Aniold-*-Deatb  qi  the  former— Congnas  votes 
a  Monument  to  the  one,  a  Horae  to  the  other. 

•«Exigai  numero*  sed  bello  vivida  virtmL'* 

Why  not  at  once  say,  "  Small  in  number,  but  of  tried  and 
war-proof  valour,"  instead  of  resorting  to  an  ancient,  out- 
landish, dead  language.  The  only  reason  I  can  see  to  quote 
other  languages  is  to  appear  learned !  Now  I  claim  an  equal 
privilege  vnth  the  rest,  for  we  are  all  equally  ignorant  of  the 
phUosopky  of  those  languages,  for  very  obvious  reasons : — 

•  •#•••* 

•  •••••• 
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The  Americans  were  not  idle  during  the  winter.  They 
formed  immense  magazines  of  provisions,  and  stores  of  every 
description,  against  which  the  enemy  planned  expeditions 
before  the  regular  opening  of  the  campaign  of  the  spring  of 
1777.  One  was  undertaken  against  Danbury,  in  Fairfield 
county,  Connecticut.  The  command  of  the  enterprise  was 
given  to  Governor  Tryon,  General  Agnew  and  Sir  William 
Erskine.  Reaching  Danbury,  without  opposition,  on  the  26th 
of  April,  they  destroyed  1800  barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  800 
of  flour,  2000  barrels  of  grain,  and  1790  tents ;  burned  ei^- 
teen  houses  and  ftiurdered  three  unoffending  inhabitants. 

Generals  Wooster  and  Arnold,  being  in  the  neighbourhood, 
formed  the  bold  design  of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  Wooster 
hung  upon  their  rear,  and  harassed  them  incessantly,  in 
defiance  of  their  field-pieces  to  cover  their  flank  and  rear. 
In  one  of  these  skirmishes,  however,  the  general,  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age,  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  soon 
after.  His  soldiers,  on  the  loss  of  their  leader,  immediately 
dispersed. 

At  Ridgefield,  Arnold  had  thrown  up  imperfect  entrench- 
ments, when  the  enemy  appeared,  and  a  hot  action  ensued. 
The  Americans  were  obliged  to  retire  to  Norfolk.  The  next 
morning  Tryon,  after  burning  some  houses,  renewed  his  march 
towards  the  Sound.  Arnold,  though  beaten,  was  not  conquered. 
He  returned  to  the  conflict  and  continually  annoyed  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat  to  their  ships,  in  which  they  returned 
to  New  York.  The  result  of  this  expedition  was  beneficial 
to  the  American  cause.  The  enemy  not  only  lost  170  men  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  but  their  barbarous  conduct  in 
wantonly  destroying  private  property,  exasperated  the  honest 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  and  made  them  more  firm  in  their 
resistance. 

Congress  decreed  that  a  ny>nument  should  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  General  Wooster;  and  to  General  Arnold  they 
presented  a  horse  richly  caparisoned,  to  testify  their  admira- 
tioA  of  his  gallantry. 


43 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

OutngM  of  th«  Eneror  in  New  Jeney^E^act  on  the  People— Howe's  Attempt 
to  load  Wadiingtoii  to  an  Engafeinent— Ci«»tiire  of  PfBtootl— fiowe  aaila  to  tho 
Ghestpeake— Lands  on  Elk  River— Washingtoa  hastaas  to  defend  Pbiladelphiar- 
ArriYal  of  Lafayette— Battle  of  Brandywine— Retreat  of  the  Americana. 

*«  Could  I  embody  ajid  unboiom  now 

That  which  is  moat  within  me,— could  I  wreak 
My  thoughts  upon  eiqiresBiOD,  and  thua  throw 

Soult  heart,  mind,  paaakiDa,  feelings,  strong  and  weak, 

AU  tbat  I  would  have  sought,  and  all  I  seek, 
Bear,  know,  feel,  and  yet  fafeathe— into  we  wordt 

And  that  one  woid  wero  lightning,  I  would  speak : 
But  as  it  is,  I  live  and  die  unheard, 
With  a  most  voiceless  thought,  sheathing  it  as  a  swotd." 

Thb  royal  troops  remainiBg  in  New  Jersey  during  the 
winter  of  1777,  were  emphatically  conined  to  Brunswick  and 
Amboy;  for  both  places  were  in  an  actual  state  of  siege. 
The  Hessiansy  who  were  about  as  numerous  as  the  British 
themselves  in  America,  were  objects  of  peculiar  hatred,  from 
the  numerous  and  aggravated  outrages  they  committed  upon 
the  inhabitants,  whether  royalists  or  patriots.  No  sooner  did 
they  venture  from  those  villages  to  make  their  barbarous  ex« 
ciffsions,  than  they  were  harassed,  not  only  by  the  soldi^is  of 
Washingtoni  but  frequent  ambuscades  were  prepared  far 
them  by  the  enraged  people,  who  would  cut  them  off  by  sur- 
prise and  exterminate  them.  It  was  on  one  of  these  Hessian 
heads  we  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  skulL 

The  people  of  New  Jersey,  overawed  by  the  success  of  the 
royal  cause  in  the  conquest  of  this  pfovinee,  had  nearly  all 
submitted  to  the  enemy.  But  when  the  soldiers  rewarded 
their  loyalty  by  diahoiKKiriQg  wives  in  the  pt^esence  of  their 
husbands,  (teughters  in  the  presence  of  their  ftithers,  and 
sisters  in  the  presence  of  their  brothers,  they  flew  to  arms, 
with  but  one  thought,  and  that  was  vengeance;  and  they 
would  not  have  been  men  if  they  had  not  thus  avenged  their 
wrongs. 
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Whea  the  mild  seaaon  retunied,  Howa  at  length  began  to 
mancBUTfe^  but  the  directkm  he  intended  to  give  to  his  arms 
could  not  yet  be  ascertained.  Whether  he  would  penetrate 
through  New  Jersey  and  attempt  to  take  possession  of  Fbila* 
delphia,  or  proceed  up  the  Hudson  to  co-operate  with  the 
army  of  Canada,  was  involved  in  impenetrable  mystery. 
Always  ready,  however,  for  every  emergency,  Washington 
took  such  a  position  as  should  enable  him  to  oppose  them 
with  equal  advantage,  whether  he  moved  towards  Philadelphia 
or  in  the  direction  <fir  Albany. 

After  many  manoeuvres,  intended  to  deceive  the  Ameri- 
can8»  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  June,  the  whole  British  army, 
except  2000  who  were  left  to  protect  Brunswick,  was  put  in 
motion,  in  two  columns,  towards  the  Delaware.  But  Wash* 
ington,  instead  of  being  decoy ed  from  his  formidable  position 
to  stake  his  country's  prospects  upcm  the  hazard  of  a  single 
battle,  and  thus  gratify  the  desire,  and  perhaps  insure  the 
success  of  the  enemy,  reserved  to  remain  within  his  en- 
trenchmentflu  To  this  conclusion  our  hero  was  led  by  the 
following  reflections :  Owing  to  their  superiority  of  numbers 
the  enemy  are  desirous  of  a  general  engagement,  to  destroy 
the  American  army.  They  are  evidently  attempting  to 
draw  me  from  my  advantageous  position  by  circmnvention  or 
sleight,  which  is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  Howe  would  not 
have  the  temerity  of  crossing  the  Delaware,  where  he  would 
have  to  combat  an  army  on  the  opposite  side,  under  Arnold, 
and  another  still  more  formidable  in  his  rear.  If  it  had  been 
the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  cross  that  river,  they  would 
have  pushed  on  rapidly  to  its  bank*  instead  of  halting,  as 
they  have  dons^  midvmy.  They  would  have  taken  their 
bridge  equipage,  the  bt^iga^a,  and  the  batteaux  with  themy 
wiuoh  we  know  they  have  left  behind. 

Now  veader,  if  you  love  to  revel  in  the  luxury  oSt/drnhmg^ 
see  that  calm»  si^^ious,  and  dignified  countenance  of  Wash- 
iilgtcmv  gradually  brightening  into  a  smile  of  ooncqilacency  as 
these  thoughts  are  leaduig  to  a  just  and  wise  conclusbi|$ 
diaafftpointi^g  the  sanguine  hopes  of  the  British,  and  inspiring 
the  republicans  with  additional  coniidence.    Unless  you  maku 
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such  mental  digressions,  you  lose  all  the  poeMf  of  history. 
Independent  of  the  other  considerations,  the  conclusion  of 
Washington  was  in  accordance  with  our  XXVIIth  maxim : 
"  never  to  do  what  the  enemy  wishes  you  to  do." 

About  this  time  an  adventure  took  place  which  spread  great 
joy  and  exultation  among  the  Americans.  General  Prescott, 
who  commanded  the  British  troops  in  Rhode  Island,  was  sur- 
prised and  carried  off  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton,  to  re- 
taliate the  capture  of  General  Lee.  The  colonel,  at  the  head 
of  a  party  of  forty  militia,  embarked  in  whale-boats,  and 
carefully  avoiding  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  landed  upon  the 
western  coast  of  Rhode  Island,  repaired  to  the  lodgings  of  the 
general,  and  seized  his  sentinels.  An  aid-de-camp  went  up 
into  the  general's  room,  took  him  out  of  his  bed,  where  he 
slept,  and  hurried  him  off,  without  giving  him  time  to  dress. 
Prescott  had  lately  set  a  price  on  the  head  of  General  Arnold, 
who  immediately  resented  the  insult  by  offering  an  inferior 
price  for  the  person  of  Prescott ;  plainly  indicating  that  his 
bead  was  worth  more  than  the  British  general's  whole  body. 
Congress  thanked  Barton,  and  presented  him  with  a  sword. 

After  various  other  manoeuvrings,  and  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  destroy  the  American  army  by  stratagem,  the  British, 
numbering  18,000  men,  embarked  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  23d 
of  July,  in  360  vessels,  sailed  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  up  that 
bay,  and  landed  not  far  from  the  head  of  Elk  river,  on  the 
35th  of  August.  Howe's  forces  consisted  of  thirty-six  Hes- 
sian and  British  battalions,  including  light  infantry  and  gre- 
nadiers, with  a  powerful  artillery,  a  corps  called  the  Queen's 
Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  Howe  at  one  time  in- 
tended to  have  gone  up  the  Delaware,  but  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  the  river  was  obstructed  by  the  Americans,  he 
proceeded  against  Philadelphia  by  the  way  of  Chesapeake 
Bay,  as  already  stated. 

About  this  time  the  Marquis  of  Lafayette  arrived  in  this 
eountryy  and  oflfered  his  services  to  Congress.  We  shall  speak 
of  him  again  at  tne  end  of  this  chapter. 

As  the  British  squadron  had  been  seen  on  the  7th  of  August 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Delaware,  Washington,  after  a  lapse 
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of  time,  not  hearing  of  the  enemy  having  entered  Chesapeake 
Bay,  began  to  suspect  that  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  would 
be  attacked.  Ejiowing,  however,  that  he  could  not  reach 
that  place  in  time  to  afford  it  any  assistance,  and  that  if 
there  were  any  prospects  of  success,  the  attempt  would  be 
imprudent,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  destination, 
he  wisely  concluded  to  maintain  his  position,  which  enabled 
him  to  defend  Pennsylvania,  if  the  terrible  storm  was  to 
burst  upon  that  part  of  the  country. 

Intelligence  having  at  last  been  received  of  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy  in  the  Chesapeake,  all  the  doubts  and  uncertain' 
ties  of  our  commander  were  dissipated,  and  he  hastened  to 
meet  the  formidable  foe,  face  to  face.  Orders  were  despatched 
to  the  officers  of  his  detached  corps,  to  meet  him  at  Philadel- 
phia, to  proceed  thence  to  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake.  The 
militia  of  the  neighbouring  states  were  ordered  to  join  the 
army,  to  defend  the  capital.  To  show  the  importance  of  this 
call,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  assertion 
of  Frederick  the  Great,  that  Washington  was  the  greatest 
general  of  the  age,  we  will  give  the  following  view  of  the 
relative  strength  of  the  foreign  and  American  armies,  from  a 
history  written  by  a  tory,  who,  of  course,  would  naturally 
abstain  from  representing  their  armies  too  large,  and  ours  too 
small : 

BsrrisH  ahd  Ambbican  foscx  in  1776. 

Date*.  BrltMli  TroofM.  Amenoao  Troops. 

August 24,000  10,000 

November 26,900  4,500 

December 27,700  8300 

Iw  1777. 

Mareh 27,000  4,500 

June 30,000  8,000 

The  American  army  having  marched  through  Philadelphia 
for  the  double  purpose  of  encouraging  their  friends  and  to 
overawe  the  tories,  advanced  to  White  Clay  Creek,  where  it 
encamped.  Leaving  his  riflemen  to  guard  the  camp,  our 
chief  commander  proceeded  with  the  main  army  behind  Red 
Clay  Creek,  extending  it  up  that  creek  from  Newport,  silu- 
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ated  near  the  Christiana  River,  below  Wthnington,  in  the 
state  of  Delaware. 

On  the  28th  of  August  the  British  army  moved  forward 
to  a  village  at  the  head  of  Elk  river,  and  fixing  its  head-quar- 
ters here,  on  the  3d  of  September  a  part  of  the  army  moved 
on  to  take  post  on  Iron  Hill.  On  the  8th  of  September  the 
commander-in-chief  was  joined  by  Grenerals  Grant  and  ELnyp- 
hausen,  who  had  been  left  upon  the  coast  to  cover  the  de- 
barkation of  the  artillery  and  military  stores ;  when  the  whole 
army  moved  forward  in  two  colunms  towards  Philadelphia. 
As  the  enemy  approached,  Washington  saw  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  out-flanked  on  his  right,  and  retired  with  his 
troops  behind  Brandywine  river  or  creek,  which  he  knew  the 
enemy  had  to  cross  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  which, 
though  everywhere  fbrdable,  he  resolved  to  defend ;  knowing 
tha^  nothing  but  a  victory  could  save  the  capital. 

With  this  conclusion  and  resolve,  batteries  were  erected 
on  the  banks  of  the  little  river,  and  entrenchments  thrown 
up  at  Chad's  Ford,  where  it  was  supposed  the  enemy  would 
most  probably  attempt  a  passage. 

While  the  Americans  were  thus  occupied  at  Chad's  Ford, 
Howe,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  proceeded  to  the 
execution  of  his  plan,  which  was  to  attack  that  ford  with  his 
right  column,  commanded  by  General  Knyphausen,  while  his 
left  column,  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  made  a  circuit  of  several 
miles,  and  marched  up  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandy  wine,  which 
he  crossed  with  a  view  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  Americans. 


**  But  hark !  that  heavy  sound  fareaks  in  once  more, 
As  if  the  clouds  its  echo  would  repeat ; 
And  nearer,  clearer,  deadlier  than  before  !" 
*  •  *  * 

u And  there  was  mounting  in  hot  haste:  tlie  steed. 
The  oiastenng  squaANm,  and  the  oktteriiig  car, 
Went  pooring  fivward  with  in^etaoos  opocd, 
And  swiftly  femuag  in  the  laoks  of  war; 
And  the  deep  thunder  peal  on  peal  afiir; 
And  near,  the  beat  of  the  alarming  drum 
Roused  up  the  soldier.  «  *         m 
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'Knyphflioaeny  who  bad  advanced  with  his  colimui,  com- 
menced a  furious  attack  on  the  Americans,  who,  prepared  to 
receive  him,  defended  themselTes  with  great  gallantry.  They 
not  only  maintained  their  ground,  but  several  detachments 
crossing  the  river,  fell  upon,  and  harassed  the  enemy's  flank ; 
but,  overcome  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged  to  re-cross  the 
river,  while  the  enemy  kept  up  a  roar  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry that  seemed  to  indicate  a  determination  to  force  the 
passage  of  Chad's  Ford. 

In  the  midst  of  this  engagement,  Washington  received  in- 
telligence of  the  movements  of  Cornwallis,  who  was  march- 
ing on  the  road  to  Dil worth  on  the  left  hank  of  the  river. 
The  British  army  thus  divided,  and  representations  having 
been  erroneously  made  to  bur  commander-in-chief  that  Howe 
conmianded  in  person  his  main  army,  which  was  about  to  at- 
tack his  right  wing,  he  decided  upon  the  bold  and  apparently 
necessary  expedient  of  beating  the  enemy's  right  wing,  while 
they  attacked  his  right — thus  giving  mng  far  wing,  with 
prospects  of  overwhelming  Knyphausen,  who  all  this  time 
was  keeping  up  a  terrible  noise. 

Washington's  plan,  promptly  formed,  was,  to  cross  the 
river  with  his  centre  and  left  wing  and  make  a  desperate 
attack  on  Knyphausen.  General  Sullivan  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  river  with  his  division,  above  the  German  general, 
and  fall  upon  his  left  flank,  while  Washington  in  person  would 
pass  it  lower  down  and  fall  upon  his  right. 

The  troops  had  no  sooner  been  put  in  motion  than  a  second 
report  came,  that  the  British  had  not  crossed  the  branches  of 
the  Brandywine,  and  that  it  was  only  a  feint  of  the  enemy. 
Our  troops  were  immediately  ordered  back,  when  a  third 
report  arrived,  giving  positive  assurance  that  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  river! 

General  Wayne  defended  Chad's  Ford ;  Generals  Sullivan, 
Stvling,  and  Slepben  commanded  the  ri^t  wing  of  the  Ame- 
rioaa  army ;  wbUe  Wasbinglon,  foiiowed  by  Greene,  ported 
hkoself  in  a  position  where  he  might  aid  diher  Wayne  or 
SuIHvan,  as  oocasion  might  require. 

Sullivan  nieft  die  enemy  above  Krmhij^Mtm  meeting-bouse. 
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(which  18  yet  Btanding,)  having  previously  planted  his  artil- 
lery on  the  neighbouring  hills. 

As  soon  as  the  Americans  appeared,  the  British  sounded 
the  charge,  advanced  rapidly  up  the  gentle  acclivity,  about 
half  a  niile  in  length,  on  the  top  of  which  the  Americans 
were  situated,  and  commenced  the  fight  with  the  greatest  im- 
petuosity, before  the  right  wing  of  our  army  had  time  to 
form.  '  With  this  great  disadvantage  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, (who  were  also  much  inferior  in  numbers  and  in 
arms,)  the  armies  rushed  together  in  fierce  and  desperate  con- 
flict, and  the  carnage  became  terrible.  The  republicans 
poured  fire  after  fire  upon  the  enemy ;  their  artillery  hurled 
the  messengers  of  death  amid  thundering  peals  from  the 
neighbouring  hills ;  then  dismal,  roaring,  fierce  and  deep  the 
gloom  of  battle  poured  along;  the  smoke  obscured  every 
object  and  ascended  to  the  skies ;  the  continual  flashes  of  fire 
imparted  to  the  moving  figures,  through  the  dismal  scene,  a 
spectral  appearance ;  the  commanders  rushed  along  like  some 
dreadful  spirits  who  come  in  the  roar  of  a  thousand  storms 
and  scatter  battles  from  their  eyes,  and  all  seems  to  indicate 
that  they  must  be  victorious  if  their  arras  are  like  their  souls. 
Higher  and  higher  rbes  the  noise  of  battle ;  the  blood  is 
streaming  down  the  hill ;  the  wounded  mingle  their  voices 
with  the  fearful  din  of  arms ;  the  ground  is  strewn  with  the 
dead,  and  the  living  rush  over  their  bodies,  and  over  the 
wounded,  groaning  and  shrieking  in  despair.  A  rider  falls, 
and  the  terrified  steed 

M fiurt  as  shaft  can  fly, 

ffitood-fihot  his  eyes,  his  nostrils  spread, 
The  loose  rein  dangling  from  his  head. 
Housing  and  saddle  bloody  red/* 

rushes  over  the  standing  and  the  fallen.  Another  rider  &ll8, 
and  again  his  steed,  wounded  and  furious,  qpums  all  restraint, 
aod  flies  over  the  field  of  strife,  through  the  midst  of  the  con- 
fused and  dreadful  scene  of  slaughter.  The  rocking  woods 
echoed  arouod;  the  inhabitants,  as  they  fled  along  the  dis- 
tant hills,  turned  a  hasty  and  terrified  look  in  the  direction 
of  the  battle-field ;  women  with  dishevelled  hair,  fly  scream- 
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ing  over  the  fields,  carrying,  dragging,  or  leading  their  chil- 
dren beyond  the  reach  of  danger.  Animals  of  every  descrip- 
tion manifest  their  terror  and  astonishment  at  the  fearful 
tumult.  Dogs  are  howling  piteously ;  the  lowing  herd,  aroused 
from  their  wonted  torpor,  run  helter-skelter  over  the  land ; 
the  draught-horse,  freed  from  restraint,  pricks  up  his  ears, 
dashes  his  mane  proudly  to  the  winds,  and,  with  a  speed  and 
energy  not  usually  his  own,  bounds  away  with  sidelong  looks ; 
then  slacks  his  pace,  looks  wild — snorts  and  neighs,  and,  tak- 
ing fresh  alarm,  tries  again  the  speed  of  his  clumsy  limbs. 

Now  turn  we  to  the  field  once  more.  The  unshaken  courage 
and  desperate  efforts  of  the  republicans  could  not  resist  the 
numerous  assailants.  Their  imperfectly  formed  wing  gave 
way  first,  which  exposing  the  flank  of  the  centre  to  a  galling 
fire,  the  confusion  rapidly  ran  along  the  line,  until  the  rout 
became  general.  A  great  efibrt  was  made  to  rally  the  fugi- 
tives, but  the  pursuit,  not  allowing  time  to  form,  rendered  it 
impossible.  The  Americans,  unable  to  save  themselves  with 
their  arms,  resolved  to  make  good  use  of  their  legs,  with  a 
firm  resolve  to  fight  another  day,  which  they  did,  and  some  of 
them  the  same  day.  They  fled  through  the  woods  like  the 
newly  fallen  leaves  before  the  rushing  breath  of  the  tempest — 
the  enemy  close  behind  them.  They  were  still  threatened 
with  total  ruin,  when  General  Greene  came  up  with  the 
reserve,  and,  by  a  singularly  skilful  manceuvre,  opened  his 
ranks  for  the  fugitives,  and  after  they  had  passed  through, 
like  a  father  protecting  his  children,  closed  his  ranks  behind 
them,  checked  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  the  fire  .of  his 
artillery,  and  completely  covered  the  retreat.  This,  with 
many  other  splendid  achievements,  invests  the  character  of 
Greene  with  an  air  of  romance,  which  will  always  be  felt  by 
the  American  people,  and  elicit  unbounded  praises  firom  the 
unborn  Homers  of  our  country. 

General  Greene  continued  his  retreat  until  he  came  to  a 
narrow  pass,  covered  on  both  sides  by  woods,  when  he  drew 
up  his  ccMrpSy  composed  of  Fennsylvanians  and  Virginians, 
and  fought  the  enemy  in  a  brave  and  heroic  manner. 

In  the  meantime,  Knyphausen  crossed  Chad's  Ford,  which, 
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for  a  time,  was  resolutely  ilefended,  but  the  Americans,  seeing 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  upon  their  right  flank,  fled  in  dis- 
order, as  the  only  possible  means  of  saving  themselves  from 
captivity.  In  this  flight,  they  passed  behind  General  Greene, 
who  was  still  defending  the  pa?s,  and  who,  by  his  gallant 
conduct,  saved  them  from  being  surrounded  and  taken  pri- 
soners. Here  Greene  stood  like  a  pillar  of  fire,  and  fought 
until  dark,  when  he  retired.  undi>ni:iyt.d,  from  i\u<  Ther- 
mopyla)  of  America,  and  from  a  field  \\h  u'e  b-ittlo  had  raged 
nearly  all  dn^-  The  volleys  gi'n<luany  eea^(  rl,  while  the  roar 
of  battle  died  away  '•^.  'li-tant  er!iM  <,  .i-d  -i/ithinri  wn?  now 
heard  but  the  jironns  and  urayrr-:  (-(  Vac  w  iintlrrl. 

"Tic.  Ill  ^r!  '1  .^tril>  v;i-  o''T.  ;r^-'  •   :.:\'    !:'.::o 

Thf»  '.\;'T,.:]fr  ii.v'on  upon  t^.-^  ii  :  1  r:'  !  WA  : 
Rani    'P.-n  rank,  in  .s\\n*iis  :  1*  v-:{rr.; -j  •  *i  ■"  ii, 

L'r,  : jc  (Jvriv-  1  '•    t\i fin's  {•  r  T 1  ir.v  .\  r«>o('. 

Ml\»  .',  mar.    •       tc  vCi,  ','a  r.-'.iji-,.::  l.r;t:.c:i-hooii ; 
A  s-iiiVii.,'-  :i/--r  ^t^.-i!  in'.  a->  m  i;,--  <;.  :y  ])' .i::\ 

T;iint!rie  *!jo  i\.-'.  f    i  -•!'  :  .  J      \r..]^. 
Whi:o-  .'1  r:  -^^  (;-•.-::  V  •  ■  -  -     -  •'.•  ::. 
(flarri  tlir--^  /i  *;ip  q;1m'»»'v  ''i  '"  '•  "  •'■  •■-  « t'  *',](>  «'ni:i. 

j'  ^  ."''i'l  t':'.  r".  rjiior'ir  t!*:-  '*'K..]>Vfl  w^r^i^ 

i  •  VAid  li-wi'A  n-,  <c.':Vd  v.;:ri  t-^  {\]v  cinv. 

Ti.i.  I  .     ::/'Jil  ;j:j\nr::?iM  ui  :•«  -.u.'  .  t:r-..';o  .-prr.-w 

("^1  .•   ....'i'd  .  .  J,  iiii>.\i'<.!  ,r  "-  .^  *rry  ; 

Afir,  :!::  -.^hit  Mr:i*^  of  ;:;'•  ^  ..;   ^:  ',y. 
\V.':  ii'^t  :r~v 'icj*  vrrSd  {h>^  vir:. «:".■;  'rnr-'l.nr.t  c.-ror. 

Oit  •    '".V'-l  with  tho  \vo;:ri(l«'.]  rinr^T*-  np'«_"h, 
(>r  irrc:'ii  df  tiyiiiJ  warrior;  \>i;i:«»,  n  ro  n»:ir. 
A  (ioi^-'s  lor-iT,  pior-'inir  hj»\vl  Miioir  on  t-^*  Marilv'fi  car. 

it  v.a.s  \\o  \vf\u  u:  ;t  uyiie  hruu  .  i.:j:  v-/.  ...  ..  u 

Faiti/.'il  m  (ior*n,  ri:<  iiia.-terV  c  r--'  1 '  .-i-l-. : 

Ar.<^lit,  ^-iivu  Am:'  ricn'^  iif-art.  il.  we-  :1-;  hrvf  loiicJ/rJ, 
To  j-ec  with  nhnt  (lovi.tcJncss  lie  triod 
To  win  romo  siin^  of  love,  where  nr-ne  replif-d : 

Then,  ail  his  coaxiiiff  wjIo^  cpsayVl  in  vain. 
He  2razed  on  the  pale  features,  as  to  chide. 

But  couid  nor  tlicir  mysterious  ](X)k  Retain. 
And,  tiirniniT  iiom  tiio  dead,  liowrd  to  tlio  winds  a  wain." 
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We  will  now  redeem  our  promise  and  speak  again  of  La- 
fayette ;  and  in  doing  so  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  copious 
extracts  from  an  oration  on  the  life  and  character  of  Gilbert 
Motier  de  Lafayette,  delivered  before  Congrcr^s,  in  ISol,  by 
John  Quincy  Adams. 

"As  in  the  firmament  of  iieavcu,  that  rolls  over  our  heads, 
there  is,  among  ih(^  stars  of  the  first  magnitude.,  one  so  pre- 
eminent in  splendour,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  astrononiorN,  to 
constitute  a  class  by  its.^lf;  &o,  in  the  f«)url<^en  hundred  yt^us 
of  the  French  monarchy,  among  the  nmltitudes  of  <si\y<n  and 
mighty  men  which  it  has  evolved,  the  name  nf  Lal^iyette 
stands  unrivalled  in  the  solitude  of  tvjory. 

"AlMentz,  at  an  entertainment  given  by  a  relative  (.1"  La- 
fayette, the  Mareehal  de  Hro^lie,  the  eomiuandiiiit  .  i  the 
place,  to  the  Duke  of  GIouce&tt;r,  brother  to  the  British  Iv^.i^r. 
and  then  a  transient  traveller  ihrouiili  that  part  of  ['nuKv.', 
he  learns,  as  an  incident  of  intelligence  reccnved  tlint  morn- 
ing by  the  English  prince  from  J^ondon,  that  the  Congress  of 
rebels,  at  Philadelphia,  had  i><ued  a  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. A  conv»)rsation  en<ues  upon  the  causes  which  have 
contributed  to  produce  this  evint,  and  upon  the  con?f'(inenc(s 
which  may  he  expected  to  flow  from  it.  The  imagination  of 
Lafayette  has  caught  across  the  Atlantic  tide  the  spark  emit- 
ted from  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  his  luart  Iuk- 
kindled  at  the  shock,  and,  before  he  slumbers  upon  his  pillow. 
he  has  resolved  to  devote  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  cau?e. 

**  You  have  before  you  the  cause  and  the  man.  The  sclf- 
devotedness  of  Lafayette  w^as  twofold.  First,  to  the  people, 
maintaining  a  bold  and  seemingly  desperate  struggle  against 
oppression,  and  for  national  existence.  Secondly,  and  chiefly, 
to  the  principles  of  their  Declaration,  which  then  first  un- 
furled before  his  eyes  the  consecrated  standard  of  human 
rights.  To  that  standard,  without  an  instant  of  hesitation, 
he  repaired.  Where  it  would  lead  him,  it  is  scarcely  proba- 
ble that  he  himself  then  foresaw.  It  was  then  identical  with 
the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  American  Union,  floating  to  the 
breeze  from  the  Hall  of  Independence,  at  Philadelphia.  Nor 
sordid  avarice,  nor  vulgar  ambition  could  point  his  footsteps 
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to  the  pathway  leading  to  that  banner.  To  the  love  of  ease 
or  pleasure  nothing  could  be  more  repulsive.  Something 
may  be  allowed  to  the  beatings  of  the  youthful  breast,  which 
make  ambition  virtue,  and  something  to  the  spirit  of  military 
adventure,  imbibed  from  his  profession,  and  which  he  felt  in 
common  with  many  others.  France,  Germany,  Poland,  fur- 
nished to  the  armies  of  this  Union,  in  our  revolutionary 
struggle,  no  inconsiderable  number  of  officers  of  high  rank 
and  distinguished  merit.  The  names  of  Pulaski  and  De  Kalb 
are  numbered  among  the  martyrs  of  our  freedom,  and  their 
ashes  repose  in  our  soil  side  by  side  with  the  canonized  bones 
of  Warren  and  of  Montgomery.  To  the  virtues  of  Lafayette, 
a  more  protracted  career  and  happier  earthly  destinies  were 
reserved.  To  the  moral  principle  of  political  action,  th6 
sacrifices  of  no  other  man  were  comparable  to  his.  Youth, 
health,  fortune;  the  favour  of  his  king;  the  enjoyment  of 
ease  and  pleasure ;  even  the  choicest  blessings  of  domestic 
felicity ;  he  gave  them  all  for  toil  and  danger  in  a  distant 
land,  and  an  almost  hopeless  cause ;  but  it  was  the  cause  of 
justice,  and  of  the  rights  of  human  kind. 

"  The  resolve  is  firmly  fixed,  and  it  now  remains  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution.  On  the  7th  of  December,  1776,  Silas 
Deane,  then  a  secret  agent  of  the  American  Congress  at  Pa- 
ris, stipulates  with  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  that  he  shall 
receive  a  commission,  to  date  from  that  day,  of  major-gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  marquis  stipu- 
lates, in  return,  to  depart  when  and  how  Mr.  Deane  shall 
judge  proper,  to  serve  the  United  States  with  all  possible 
zeal,  without  pay  or  emolument,  reserving  to  himself  only 
the  liberty  of  returning  to  Europe  if  his  family  or  his  king 
should  recall  him.  ^ 

'^Neither  his  family  nor  his  king  were  willing  that  he  should 
depart;  nor  had  Mr.  Deane  the  power,  either  to  conclude 
this  contract,  or  to  furnish  the  means  of  his  conveyance  to 
America.  Difficulties  rise  up  before  him  only  to  be  dispersed, 
and  obstacles  thicken,  only  to  be  surmounted.  The  day 
after  the  signature  of  the  contract,  Mr.  Deane's  agency  was 
superseded  by  the  arrival  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
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Arthur  Lee,  as  his  colleagues  in  commission ;  nor  did  they 
think  themselves  authorized  to  confirm  his  engagements.  La- 
fayette is  not  to  be  discouraged.  The  commissioners  extenu- 
ate nothing  of  the  unpromising  condition  of  their  cause.  Mr. 
Deane  avows  his  inability  to  furnish  him  with  a  passage  to 
the  United  States.  *  The  more  desperate  the  cause/  says 
Lafayette,  *  the  greater  need  has  it  of  my  service,  and,  if  Mr. 
Deane  has  no  vessel  for  my  passage,  I  shall  purchase  one 
myself,  and  will  traverse  the  ocean  with  a  selected  eompany 
of  my  own.' 

"  Other  impediments  arise.  His  design  becomes  known  to 
the  BritiA  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  who  re- 
monstrates to  the  French  government  against  it.  At. his  in- 
stance, orders  are  issued  for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  pur- 
chased by  the  marquis,  and  fitted  out  at  Bordeaux,  and  for 
the  arrest  of  his  person.  To  elude  the  first  of  these  orders, 
the  vessel  is  removed  from  Bordeaux  to  the  neighbouring  port 
of  Passage,  within  the  dominion  of  Spain.  The  order  for  his 
own  arrest  is  executed ;  but,  by  stratagem  and  disguise,  he 
escapes  from  the  custody  of  those  who  have  him  in  charge, 
and,  before  a  second  order  can  reach  him,  he  is  safe  on  the 
ocean  wave,  bound  to  the  land  of  independence  and  of 
freedom. 

'*  It  had  been  necessary  to  clear  out  the  vessel  for  an  island 
of  the  West  Indies;  but,  once  at  sea,  he  avails  himself  of  his 
right  as  owner  of  the  ship,  and  compels  his  captain  to  steer 
for  the  shores  of  emancipated  North  America.  He  lands, 
with  his  companions,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1777,  in  South 
Carolina,  not  far  from  Charleston,  and  finds  a  niost  cordial 
reception  and  hospitable  welcome  in  the  house  of  Major 
Huger. 

'*  Every  detail  of  this  adventurous  expedition,  full  of  inci- 
dents, combining  with  the  simplicity  of  historical  truth  all 
the  interest  of  romance,  is  so  well  known,  and  so  familiar  to 
the  memory  of  all  who  hear  me,  that  I  pass  them  over  with- 
out further  notice. 

"  From  Charleston  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
Congress  of  the  revolution  were  in  session,  and  where  he 

__ 
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offered  his  services  in  the  cause.  Here,  again,  he  was  met 
with  difficulties,  which,  to  men  of  ordinary  minds,  would 
have  been  insurmountable.  Mr.  Deane's  contracts  were  so 
numerous,  and  for  offices  of  rank  so  high,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible they  should  be  ratified  by  the  Congress.  He  had  stipu- 
lated for  the  appointment  of  other  major-generals;  and,  in 
the  same  contract  with  that  of  Lafayette,  for  eleven  other 
officers,  from  the  rank  of  colonel  to  that  of  lieutenant.  To 
introduce  these  officers,  strangers,  scarcely  one  of  whom 
could  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  into  the  American 
army,  to  take  rank  and  precedence  over  the  native  citizens, 
whose  ardent  patriotism  had  pointed  them  to  tlie  standard  of 
their  country,  could  not,  without  great  injustice,  nor  without 
exciting  the  most  fatal  dissensions,  have  been  done;  and  this 
answer  was  necessarily  given,  as  well  to  Lafayette,  as  to  the 
otiier  officers  who  had  accompanied  him  from  Euroj)e.  His 
ren'.v-  \va>\  lui  ofler  to  serve  as  a  voluntei^r,  and  without  pay. 
i\Ia?ti;iniinity.  llius  disinterested,  could  not  bo  resisted,  nor 
conifl  tli(^  sen^^e  of  it  be  worthily  maniji^sted  by  a  mere  ac- 
ceptanr  e  of  the  ofler.  On  the  31st  of  July,  1777.  therefore, 
(hu  followinr?  resolution  and  preamble  are  recorded  upon  the 
jouriKil'-  of  (.'on cress  : 

••  •  \\'ii«'n:i<.  tiie  jMurquis  de  Latuyetle,  out  of  his  great  zeal 
to  the  cauM*  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States 'are  en- 
aau' u.  h'l^*  left  his  fan:ily  and  connection-',  nnd.  at  hi^^  own 
c\]H  u^\ .  ronH.  over  to  offer  his  services  to  the  United  States, 
with  Hit  pension,  or  particular  allowance,  and  is  anxious  to 
M-l.  hir  life  in  our  cause: 

••  *  Resolved,  that  his  services  be  accepted,  and  that,  in  con- 
siileration  of  his  7eal.  illustrious  family,  and  connections,  he 
li;iv(^  the  rariL  and  commhsarn  of  major-i^-nr'^-f^l  in  the  army 
of  Tho  United  States.* 

■'  He  had  the  rank  and  commission,  but  no  command  as  a 
m;\;or-rreneral.  With  this,  all  personal  ambition  was  gratified  ; 
and  wliatever  srr vices  he  might  perform,  he  could  attain  no 
hip'^er  rank  in  the  American  army.  The  di^ronlent?  of  offi- 
cers already  in  the  service,  at  beinir  supersed-.-'d  in  command 
by  a  striplinir  foreiuncr,  were  disarmed  :  noi-  wa^  tho  prudence 
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of  Congress,  perha})?.  wiilioul  iis  iiitlut.nce  in  wHthliolding  a 
command,  which,  but  ior  a  judgnicm.  *  premature  beyond 
the  slow  advance  of  years/  micht  liave  hazarded  something 
of  the  sacred  cause  itself,  by  confidence  too  hastily  bestowed. 
'•  The  day  after  the  date  of  his  commission,  he  was  introduced 
to  Washington.  It  was  the  critical  period  of  the  campaign 
of  1777.  The  British  army,  commanded  by  Lord  Howe,  was 
advancing  from  tlie  head  of  Elk,  to  which  they  had  been 
transported  by  sea  from  New  York,  upon  Philadelphia. 
Washington,  by  a  counteracting  movement,  had  been  ap- 
proaching fi-om  his  line  of  defence  in  the  Jerseys,  towards  the 
city,  and  arrived  l!ierc  on  the  l<t  of  August.  It  was  a  meet- 
ing of  eonsreiiiiil  so'aK.  At  \\\c  clo^e  of  it.  Washincjton  ffave 
I  the  youthful  siran^a^r  an  nn  itatioii  to  make  the  head-quarters 
'  of  the  commander-in-cliief  hi>  home:  that  he  should  establish 
himself  there  at  ins  own  time,  and  consider  himself  at  all 
times  a<  one  of  his  family.  It  was  natural  that,  in  giving 
this  invitation,  lit  should  remark  the  contrast  of  the  situation 
in  which  it  w^ould  place  iiini,  with  that  of  ease  and  comfort, 
and  luxurious  enjoyment,  which  he  iiad  left,  at  the  splendid 
court  of  Louis  XVI..  i\h6  oi  his  beautiful  and  acc()mplislied, 
but  ill-fated  (jucui.  thm  at  tlu-  v(  ry  summit  of  all  which 
constitutes  the  conuiuui  e.^tiniaie  oi"  fi  licily.  To  Lafuyette, 
the  soil  of  freodoin  wa>  his  country.  His  post  of  honour  was 
the  post  of  danuor.  His  iirtside  was  the  tieKl  of  battle.  He 
accepted  with  joy  tlie  invitation  of  Wa.^iiinirton,  and  repaired 
forthwith  to  the  c:i'np.  Thr  bond  of  indissoluble  friendsiiip 
— ihc  friend-hip  of  lltM•(>e^ — wj-  seuivd  from  the  first  hour  of 
their  meeliiiii,  to  last  taroiighuui  tht-ir  live-.,and  to  live  iii  the 
memory  of  mankind  fji  cv4'i. 

'-  It  wa.^,  perhaps,  at  the  suimestion  ol"  tiie  American  com- 
missioners in  France,  that  this  mMtatmii  v»'is  rri\en  by  Wash- 
ington. In  a  Ictt^  r  from  them,  on  llu  *2.').h  ol"  May,  1777,  to 
the  committee  of  Fon  ;ii'i  AiTiur>,  ll.i  y  ^.unuunee  that  the 
marquis  had  diDarttni  for  liu  FnitLd  Stutrs  in  a  sliip  of  his 
own,  accompanied  I)}'  s.-.n)^-  olVioeiv  of  (rHtiiietion,  in  order  to 
serve  in  our  arniie-J.  Tiicyob>orve  that  he  is  exceedingly 
beloved,  and  tJiat  everv  b<j«iv  V  aood  wi^ht'^.-  attend  him.  They 
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cannot  but  hope  that  he  will  meet  with  such  a  reception  as 
will  make  the  country  and  his  expedition  agreeable  to  him. 
They  further  say,  that  those  who  censure  it  as  imprudent  in 
him,  do,  nevertheless,  applaud  his  spirit ;  and  they  are  satisfied 
that  civilities  and  respect  shown  to  him  will  be  serviceable  to 
our  cause  in  France,  and  pleasing  not  only  to  his  powerful 
relations,  and  to  the  court,  but  to  the  whole  French  nation. 
They  finally  add,  that  he  had  left  a  beautiful  young  wife,  and 
for  her  sake,  particularly,  they  hoped  that  his  bravery  and 
ardent  desire  to  distinguish  himself  would  be  a  little  restrained 
by  the  general's  [Washington's]  prudence,  so  as  not  to  per- 
mit his  being  hazarded  much,  but  upon  some  important  oc- 
casion. 

**  The  battle  of  Brandywine  was  the  first  action  in  which 
Lafayette  was  engaged,  and  the  first  lesson  of  his  practical 
military  school,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  was  a  lesson  of 
misfortune.  In  the  attempt  to  rally  the  American  troops  in 
their  retreat,  he  received  a  musket-ball  in  the  leg.  He  was 
scarcely  conscious  of  the  wound  till  made  sensible  of  it  by 
the  loss  of  blood,  and  even  then  ceased  not  his  exertions  in 
the  field  till  he  had  secured  and  covered  the  retreat." 

To  pursue  the  orator  any  further  would  be  getting  in  ad- 
vance of  our  history ;  we  shall,  therefore,  merely  remark  for 
the  present,  that,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Washington, 
Lafayette  soon  obtained  a  command  from  Congress  in  the 
American  army,  and  conclude  this  chapter  by  one  more  ex- 
tract from  the  orator,  and  a  beautiful  tribute  from  the  bard. 

"  But  where,  in  the  rolls  of  history,  in  the  fictions  of  ro- 
mance, where,  but  in  the  life  of  Lafayette,  has  been  seen  the 
noble  stranger,  flying,  with  the  tribute  of  his  name,  his  rank, 
his  afllluence,  his  ease,  his  domestic  bliss,  his  treasure,  his 
blood,  to  the  relief  of  a  suffering  and  distant  land,  in  the  hour 
of  her  deepest  calamity — baring  his  bosom  to  her  foes ;  and 
not  at  the  transient  pageantry  of  a  tournament,  but  for  a  suc- 
cession of  five  years  sharing  all  the  vicissitudes  of  her  for- 
tunes ;  always  eager  to  appear  at  the  post  of  danger — tem- 
pering the  glow  of  youthful  ardour  with  the  cold  caution  of 
a  veteran  commander ;  bold  and  daring  in  action ;  prompt  in 
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execution;  rapid  in  pursuit;  fertile  in  expedients ;  unattain* 
able  in  retreat;  often  exposed,  but  never  surprised^  never 
disconcerted;  eluding  his  enemy  when  within  his  fancied 
grasp;  bearing  upon  him  with  irresistible  sway  when  of 
force  to  cope  with  him  in  the  conflict  of  arms.  And  what  is 
this  but  the  diary  of  Lafayette,  from  the  day  of  his  rallying 
the  scattered  fugitives  of  the  Brandywine,  insensible  of  the 
blood  flowing  from  his  wound,  to  the  storming  of  the  redoubt 
at  Yorktown  ?" 

*'None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee, 
Or  named  thee  but  to  praise.^^ 

««*Twas  his,  in  inanhood*s  blushing  prime,  to  tread 
Imperial  halls  with  coroneted  head ; 
To  bask  in  royal  smiles,  or  lead  the  dance 
Amid  the  gayest,  gallantest  of  France ; 
Or,  gladly  loosed  from  grandeur's  courtly  thrall, 
At  gentle  Hymen's  sweet  enticing  call 
To  seek  his  princely  home,  and  fondly  rest 
His  honour'd  brow  on  wedded  beauty's  breast. 

And  never  more  the  youthful  lord  shall  leave 
His  blooming  Eden  and  his  blushing  Eve, 
But  softly  yield  to  love's  voluptuous  hours 
His  princely  fortune  and  exalted  powers ; 
^  Oh !  sooner  deem  the  spider's  brittle  tie 

Could  hold  the  eagle  from  his  native  sky, 
Than  that  luxurious  indolence  could  bind 
One  little  hour  that  angel-pinion'd  mind ! 
E'en  now  he  springs  from  love's  inglorious  rest 
With  arm'd  right  arm  and  wildly-heaving  breast ;  ^ 

What  stirring  thoughts  his  youthful  heart  inspire  ? 
Why  bums  his  eye  with  unaccustom'd  ire  1 
Lo !  on  his  startled  ear  the  winds  have  blown 
The  clank  of  chains  where  bleeding  millions  groan. 
And  swift  he  breaks  from  nature's  dearest  ties, 
In  Freedom's  cause  life,  all  to  jeopardize; 
While  every  charm  to  home  and  Hymen  wed, 
Is  crush'd  like  flowers  beneath  a  giant's  tread. 

Far  o'er  the  deep,  with  hopes  unspurr'd  by  fame. 
The  wanior-pilgrim  in  his  glory  came, 
Pour'd  his  full  purse  in  Freedom's  empty  hand, 
And  with  her  foremost  sternly  took  his  stand ; 
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IcultKu  bled,  nur  taltcrM  till  tlie  striiV  was  o'er, 
Ar.il  ih«»  la-^t  W.v  v::s  hunted  liin.i  her  i>ijoi(\'' 
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1  HL  niiihl  after  tlic  battle  of  BrandywiiK-,  the  American 
jiiiiiv,  l(a\iiJir  tinvc  liundn^d  killed,  six  Imndred  wounded, 
and  ii»ur  iiiiiidred  prisorrrs,  retinil  U>  C\ic<Ui\  riiid  the  fol- 
low ihi:  da\  to  Philadeiphio,  by  the  vay  of  Darby.     Some  of 
';  t!i(    tio'i'^  Avere  stationed   in  tije  environs  of  Germantown, 
'.  ;  \i(\  oiiiirs  wtnj  sent  to  tiie  rii:hl  bank  of  tho  Schuylkill,  to 
V, iUe.'j  tlie  nio\enient.'^  of  tlie  enemy  and  repre.-^s  their  incur- 
'  s!un>.  while  AVushinirton  eonft-rred  with  Congress. 
I      (  *n  the  ir^th  he  returned  to  esunp,  ltd  all  hi.s  forces  to  the 
,   nj.it  blink  of  tlie  Schuylkill  airain,  proceeded  aloncf  the  Lan- 
!   cartel  road  to  the  Warren  tavern.  Mith  the  intention  of  risk- 
1  mir  another  en.iagtMncnl .     Howe,  reeeivinu  intelligence  of  the 
I*  a}>;ir()ach  of  the  An)erican>.  advan^'cd  to  Goshen,  w'hen  the 
i    two  armies  beini:  only  five  niiha  fioni  each  other,  prepara- 
i  tions  were  made  for  battle.     The  advanced  parties  had  met, 

I  when  such  a  violent  storm  of  rain  came  u])  that  the  soldiers 

II  were  obii<ied  to  cease  their  fire.  Washinirton  re-cio?sed  the 
II  .Seiiuylkill  at  Parker's  F(  rry.  and  encamped  on  Porkioming 
[i  Creek. 

General  Wayne  had  concealed  himself  in  the  woods  near 
tlH*  left  winsr  of  the  enemy,  with  1500  men,  with  the  design 
of  harassing  the  rear  of  their  army.  This  bein^f  discovered 
by  the  spies  of  Howe,  he  sent  a  detachment  in  the  night  to 
surprise  him.  Wayne's  outposts  were  killed:  and  a.«  orders 
had  been  jjiven  to  tise  the  bayonets  only,  the  British  troops 
rushed  into  the  American  encraniMn(^nt,  i)efore  the  alarm  was 
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given,  and  a  dreadful  slaughter  ensued.  Three  hundred  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  one  hundred  taken  prisoners ;  and 
nothing  but  the  coolness  of  Wayne  saved  the  whole  corps 
from  being  cut  off.  He  quickly  rallied  a  few  regiments,  who 
withstood  the  shock,  while  the  others  retreated.  The  bayo- 
neting was  carried  to  such  a  cruel  and  unnecessary  degree, 
that  the  affair  has  been  called  the  Paoli  massacre. 

The  enemy  now  made  such  dispositions  as  led  Washington 
to  suppose  they  intended  to  cross  the  Schuylkill  above  his 
encampment,  and  seize  the  extensive  military  stores  at  Read- 
ing ;  and  he  retired  up  the  river  to  Pottsgrovc.  Howe,  chang- 
ing his  course,  crossed  the  river  at  Gordon's,  and  at  Flatland 
Ford,  and  encamped  upon  the  left  bank.  Thus,  situated  be- 
tween the  American  army  and  Philadelphia,  nothing  could 
arnst  the  progress  of  tlie  enemy  but  another  battle,  for  which 
the  muUitude  called  loudly,  to  rescue  the  city.  The  pru- 
dence of  Washington,  liowever,  dictated  a  diflerent  course 
than  blindly  to  risk  all  at  an  inauspicious  period,  and  when 
no  reinforcements  had  arrived. 

On  the  2Gtli,  Howe  advanced  to  Germantown,  six  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  succeeding  day,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  at  the  head  of  a  strong  detachment,  took  possession 
■  of  Philadelphia.  Congress  retired  to  Lancaster ;  and  placing 
their  hopes  and  their  unbounded  confidence  in  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, invested  him  once  more  with  dictatorial 
powers. 

Wasiiingion  descended  along  the  Schuylkill  until  he  arrived 
within  sixteen  miles  of  Germantown,  and  encamped  at  Ship- 
pack  Creek,  to  wait  until  his  wisdom  or  the  providence  of 
God  should  open  the  way  for  new  enterprises,  enabling  him 
to  strike  again  for  the  salvation  of  the  infant  republic. 

The  attention  of  General  Howe  was  directed  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  some  forts  on  the  Delaware,  and  the  removal  of  the 
chevaux-de-frise,  composed  of  immense  beams  of  timber, 
fastened  together,  stuck  with  iron  pikes,  and  sunk  across  the 
river,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill.  The  object  of 
the  enemy  was,  of  course,  to  open  a  communication  between 
the  fleet  and  the  army.     On  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to- 
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wards  the  lower  barrier,  the  Americans,  unable  to  sustain  an 
assault,  spiked  their  guns,  and  precipitately  retired;  when 
the  British,  with  great  labour  and  perseverance,  cut  away 
and  hauled  up  enough  of  the  chevaux-de^frise,  to  open  a 
narrow  passage  for  their  ships.  But  we  shall  see  hereafter, 
that  this  was  not  the  only  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  to  Philadelphia. 

The  British  army  at  G^rmantown,  being  sensibly  weakened 
after  these  detachments  were  despatched,  one  to  take  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  other  to  the  forts  of  the  Delaware,  Wash- 
ington, who  had  reposed  at  Shippack  creek,  like  a  lion  coticAani, 
shook  off  the  morning  dew,  and  began  to  roar  again.  He 
resolved  to  fall  upon  the  British  encampment  unexpectedly, 
and  beat  them  in  detail. 

The  battle  of  Germantown,  though  well  planned,  and 
commenced  with  every  prospect  of  victory,  soon  became  a 
scene  of  inextricable  confusion,  owing  to  the  dense  fog,  which 
forbade  that  concert  of  action,  so  essential  to  avoid  disorder. 
Each  oflScer,  unable  to  look  far  beyond  his  nose,  has  given  a 
different  account  of  many  of  the  manoeuvres  and  incidents 
which  occurred.  A  battle  in  a  fog  is  a  Gordian  knot  for  the 
historian. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  October, 
Washington  quitted  his  encampment,  and  at  the  dawn  of  day 
the  next  morning  commenced  his  attack  on  Howe,  who  is 
said  to  have  exclaimed,  "  My  God !  what  shall  we  do?  We 
are  certainly  surrounded." 

We  have  now  on  our  table  fifteen  different  descriptions  of 
this  battle,  and,  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  discussion  (which 
would  occupy  too  much  space)  to  reconcile  conflicting  opin- 
ions, we  shall  transcribe  Botta's  account,  which  we  believe 
to  be  the  best,  and  which  sets  forth,  in  a  striking  manner,  the 
consummate  skill  and  military  talents  of  Washington. 

A  high  estimate  of  a  man's  military  character  is  too  often 
formed  from  his  turbulent  spirit;  his  imprudent  daring  or 
headlong  impetuosity  is  often  regarded  as  genuine  courage 
and  military  skill.  Such  a  man  looks  only  to  the  present,  and 
would  risk  all  in  a  single  engagement.    But  a  man  like 
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Washington  looks  far  into  the  future,  risks  nothing  where  the 
loss  might  be  irrethevablet  and  always  calculates  profoundly 
how  far  he  may  risk  without  permanent  injury  to  his  cause, 
in  case  of  check.  When  defeated,  he  repairs  his  losses  with 
so  much  despatch*  that  he  is  soon  able  not  only  to  hold  the 
enemy  at  bay,  but  to  fight  him  again,  or  eren  turn  his  own 
defeats  to  his  advantage.  The  character  of  the  one  dazzles 
the  superficial  observer ;  while  the  apparent  tameness  of  the 
other  seems  to  him  like  mediocrity  of  talents  1  The  one  may 
with  propriety  lead  the  head  of  a  column  to  the  attack ;  but 
it  requires  the  other  to  conduct  a  campaign.  The  good  ac- 
count to  which  Washington  turned  his  defeats,  we  shall  pre- 
sently see. 

We  love  to  moralize,  but  having  so  many  battles  to  fight 
yet,  they  leave  us  no  room  for  such  reflections ;  besides,  it  is 
generally  best  to  let  every  man  draw  his  own  inferences  from 
facts,  instead  of  the  author  obtruding  his  own  biassed  notions 
upon  the  reader.  To  illustrate  this  position,  we  shall  merely 
remark  that  when  the  British  authors  denounce  the  French 
revolution ;  the  character  of  its  illustrious  leaders,  and  the 
^nrit  of  republicanism^  on  the  same  page;  and  attribute  all 
the  dreadfiil  reverses  of  thaf  nation  to  a  want  of  obedience  to 
the  divine  authority  of  her  kings,  they  moralize  most  abomi- 
nably.   Their  reasoning  and  moralizing  amounts  to  this. 

**  Germantown  is  a  c<MMiiderabIe  village,  about  half  a  dozen 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  which,  stretching  on  both  sides 
of  the  great  road  to  the  northward,  forms  a  continuous  street 
of  two  miles  in  length.  The  British  line  of  encampment 
crossed  Germantown  at  right  angles  about  the  centre,  the 
left  wing  extending  on  the  west  from  the  town  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill. That  wing  was  covered  in  front  by  the  mounted  and 
dismounted  German  chasseurs,  who  were  stationed  a  little 
above  towards  the  American  camp ;  a  battalion  of  light  in- 
fantry and  the  Queen's  American  Rangers,  were  in  the  front 
of  the  right.  The  centre,  being  posted  within  the  town,  was 
guarded  by  the  fi>rtieth  regiment,  and  another  battalion  of 
light  infimtry  stationed  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above 
the  bead  of  the  village.    Washington  resolved  to  attack  the 
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British  by  surprise,  not  doubting  that,  it  he  succeeded  in 
breaking  them,  as  they  were  not  only  distant,  but  totally 
separated  from  the  fleet,  his  victory  must  be  decisive. 

*'  He  so  disposed  his  troops,  that  the  divisions  of  Sullivan 
and  Wayne,  flanked  by  Conway's  brigade,  were  to  march 
down  the  main  road,  and,  entering  the  town  by  the  way  of 
Chesnut  Hill,  to  attack  the  English  centre,  and  the  right  flank 
of  their  left  wing;  the  divisions  of  Greene  and  Stephens, 
flanked  by  Macdougald's  brigade,  were  to  take  a  circuit 
towards  the  cast,  by  the  Lime-kiln  road,  and,  enterinor  the 
town  at  the  market-house,  to  attack  the  left  flank  of  the  right 
wing.  The  intention  of  the  American  general  in  seizing  the 
village  of  Germantown  by  a  douhhi  attack,  was  eflectually  to 
separate  the  right  and  left  winn^  of  the  royal  army,  wiiich 
must  have  given  him  a  certain  victory.  In  order  that  the 
left  flank  of  the  left  wing  might  not  contract  itself,  and  sup- 
port the  right  flank  of  tlie  same  wing,  General  Armstrong, 
with  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  was  oitlercd  to  march  down 
the  bridge  road  upon  the  banks  of  the  JSchuylkill,  and  endea- 
vour to  turn  the  English,  if  they  should  retire  from  that  river. 

*'  In  like  manner,  to  prevent  the  right  flank  of  the  right 
wing  from  going  to  the  succour  of  the  left  flank,  which  rested 
upon  Germantown,  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jersey,  under 
Generals  Smallwood  and  Forman,  were  to  march  down  the 
Old  York  road,  and  to  fall  upon  the  English  on  that  extremity 
of  their  wing.  The  division  of  Lord  yterling,  and  the  bri- 
gades of  Generals  Nash  and  Maxwell,  formed  the  reserve. 
These  dispositions  being  made,  Washington  quitted  his  camp 
at  Shippack  creek,  and  moved  towards  the  enemy,  on  the  3d 
of  October,  about  seven  in  the  evening.  Parties  of  cavalry 
silently  scoured  all  the  roads,  to  seize  any  individual  who 
might  have  given  notice  to  the  British  general  of  the  danger 
that  threatened  him.  Washington  in  person  accompanied 
the  column  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne.  The  march  was  rapid 
and  silent. 

"  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  British  patroles  dis- 
covered the  approach  of  the  Americans ;  the  troops  were  soon 
called  to  arms ;  each  took  his  post  with  the  precipitation  of 
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surprise.  About  sunrise  the  Americans  came  up.  General 
Conway,  having  driven  in  the  pickets,  fell  upon  the  fortieth 
regiment  and  the  battalion  of  light  infantry.  These  cor()s, 
after  a  short  resistance,  being  overpowered  by  nimibers,  were 
pressed  and  pursued  into  the  village.  Fortune  appeared  al- 
ready to  have  declared  herself  in  favoUr  of  tlie  Americans: 
and  certainly,  if  they  had  gained  complete  possession  of  Ger- 
mantown,  nothing  could  have  frustrated  thorn  of  the  most 
signal  victory.  But  in  this  conjuncture,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Musgrave  threw  himself,  with  six. companies  of  the  fortieth 
regiment,  into  a  large  and  strong  stone  house,  situated  near 
the  head  of  the  village,  from  which  he  poured  upon  tlie  as- 
sailants so  terrible  a  fire  of  musketry  that  they  could  advance 
no  further  The  Americans  attempted  to  storm  this  unex- 
pected covert  of  the  enemy,  but  those  within  continued  to 
defend  themselves  with  resolution.  They  fmnlly  brought 
cannon  up  to  the  assault,  but  such  was  the  intrepidity  of  the 
English,  and  the  violence  of  their  fire,  that  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  dislodge  them.  During  this  time,  General  Greene 
bad  approached  the  right  wing,  and  routed,  after  a  slight  en- 
gagement, the  light  infantry  and  Queen's  Rangers.  After-  j 
wards,  turning  a  little  to  his  right,  and  towards  Germantowri, 
he  fell  upon  the  left  tiank  of  tlie  enemy's  right  wing,  and  en- 
deavoured to  enter  the  village.  Meanwhile,  he  expected 
that  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  under  Armstrong,  upon  the 
right,  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  .Jersey,  commanded 
by  Smallwood  and  Forman,  on  the  left,  would  have  executed 
the  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief,  by  attacking  and 
turning,  the  first  tiie  left  flank,  and  the  second  the  right  flank 
of  the  British  army.  But  either  because  the  obstacles  they 
encountered  had  retarded  them,  or  that  they  wanted  ardour, 
the  former  arrived  in  sight  of  the  German  chasseurs,  and  did 
not  attack  them ;  the  latter  appeared  too  late  upon  the  field 
of  battle. 

"  The  consequence  was,  that  General  Grey,  finding  his  left 
flank  secure,  marched,  Mrith  nearly  the  whole  of  the  left  wing, 
to  the  assistance  of  the  centre,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
unexpected  resistance  of  Colonel  Musgrave,  was  excessively 


352  THS  ABMY  AMD  NAVT.  [1777. 


hard  pressed  in  Germantown,  where  the  Americans  gained 
ground  incessantly.  The  battle  was  now  very  warm  at  that 
village,  the  attack  and  the  defence  being  equally  vigorous. 
The  issuf  appeared  for  some  time  dubious.  Greneral  Agnew 
was  mortally  wounded,  while  charging  with  great  Inravery  at 
the  head  of  the  fourth  brigade.  The  American  Colonel 
Matthews,  of  the  column  of  Greene,  assailed  the  English 
with  so  much  fury,  that  he  drove  them  before  him  into  the 
town.  He  had  taken  a  larg^  number  of  prisoners,  and  was 
about  entering  the  village,  when  he  perceived  that  a  thick 
fog  and  the  unevenness  ol  the  ground  had  caused  him  to  lose 
sight  of  the  rest  of  his  division.  Being  soon  envek>ped  by 
the  extremity  of  the  right  wing,  which  fell  back  upon  him, 
when  it  had  discovered  that  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  tardy  approach  of  the  militia  of  Maryland  and 
Jersey,  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  with  all  his  party ;  the 
English  had  already  rescued  their  prisoners.  This  check  was 
the  cause  that  two  regiments  of  the  English  right  wing  were 
enabled  to  throw  themselves  mto  Germantown,  and  to  attack 
the  Americans  who  had  entered  it  in  flank.  Unable  to  sustain 
the  shock,  they  retired  precipitately,  leaving  a  great  number 
of  killed  and  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Musgi*ave  was 
then  relieved  from  his  peril.  General  Grey,  being  absolute 
master  of  Germantown,  flew  to  the  succour  of  the  rij^t  wing, 
which  was  engaged  with  the  left  of  the  column  of  Greene. 
The  Americans  then  took  to  flight,  abandoning  to  the  English^ 
throughout  the  line,  a  victory  of  which,  in  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  they  had  felt  assured. 

'^  The  principal  causes  of  the  failure  of  .this  well*concerted 
enterprise  were,  the  extreme  haziness  of  the  weather ;  which 
was  so  thick  that  the  Americans  could  neither  discover  the 
situation  nor  movements  of  the  British  army,  nor  yet  those  of 
their  own ;  in  the  inequality  of  the  ground,  which  incessantly 
broke  the  ranks  of  their  battalions ;  an  inconvenience  more 
serious  and  difficult  to  be  repaired,  for  new  and  inexperienced 
troops,  as  were  most  of  the  Americans,  than  for  the  English 
veterans ;  and,  finally,  the  une^>ected  resistance  of  Musgrave, 
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who  found  meaiu,  ia  a  critical  moment,  to  transform  a  mere 
iMnise  into  an  inq>regnable  fi>rtress. 

Thus  fortune^  who  at  first  had  appeared  disposed  to  favour 
one  party,  suddenly  declared  on  the  side  of  their  adrersaries. 
Lord  Comwallis,  being  at  Philadelphia,  upon  intelligence  of 
the  attack  upon  the  camp,  flew  to  its  succour  with  a  corps  of 
cavalry  and  the  grenadiers ;  but  when  he  reached  the  field  of 
battle,  the  Americans  had  already  left  it.  They  had  200 
men  killed  in  this  action ;  the  number  of  wounded  amounted 
to  600,  and  about  400  were  made  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the 
British  was  a  little  over  500,  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
American  army  saved  all  its  artillery,  and  retreated  the  same 
day  about  twenty  miles,  to  Perkioming  Creek. 

The  Congress  expressed  in  decided  terms  their  approbation, 
both  of  the  plan  of  this  enterprise  and  the  courage  with  which 
it  was  executed ;  for  which  their  thanks  were  given  to  the 
general  and  the  army. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle,  the  royal  army  removed  from 
Germantown  to  Philadelphia.  The  want  of  provisions  would 
not  have  permitted  Howe  to  follow  the  enemy  into  his  fast- 
nesses, and  he  was  desirous  of  cooperating  with  the  naval 
force  in  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware.  Washing- 
ton, having  received  a  small  reinforcement  of  1500  militia, 
and  a  state  regiment  from  Virginia,  again  advanced  a  few 
miles  towards  the  English,  and  encamped  once  more  at  Ship- 
pack  Creek  I  Thus,  the  British  general  might  have  seen  that 
he  had  to  grapple  with  an  adversary,  who,  far  from  allowing 
himself  to  be  discouraged  by  adverse  fortune,  seemed,  on  the 
contrary,  to  gain  by  it  more  formidable  energies ;  who,  the 
moment  after  the  defeat,  was  prepared  to  resume  the  oflbn- 
sive ;  and  whose  firmness  and  activity  were  such,  that  even 
the  victories  obtained  by  his  adversaries  only  yielded  them 
the  effecU  of  defeat.*' 

Our  Fabius,  posted  on  the  heights  of  the  Schuylkill,  re- 
pressed the  excursions  of  the  enemy,  and  cut  off  their  provi- 
sions, with  his  cavalry  and  light  troops,  which  caused  Ben« 
jamin  Franklin  very  shrewdly  to  remark :  <'  PhUaddphia  has 
taken  Howe.^ 

45  gj^i 
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Here  we  shall  leave  Howe  for  the  present,  confident  that  if 
he  ventures  to  come  out  to  do  mischief  to  Pennsylvania,  he 
will  have  Washington  hanging  to  his  coat  tail,  like  a  huge 
mastiff  to  a  midnight  thief. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

Thoughts  ori  S^pratog»— Campaign  of  Canada— Arnold  joins  Sultivan— Ameri- 
cana retire  to  CroM-n  Point— British  Armament  on  Lake  Champlain— Americans 
construct  a  naval  Force— Battle  on  Lake  Champlain— Americans  abandon  Crown 
Point^-Tioonderoga  invested— American  Forces  retreat—Battle  of  Hubbardstown 
—Americans  defeated— Fort  Ann  taken— Action  at  Fort  Sohuyler— Siege  of  the 
Fort  raised— Battle  of  Bennington— Marder  of  Miss  M'Crea— Battle  of  Saratoga— 
Sorrender  of  Bnrgoyne— Individual  Sufferings— Treaty  with  France. 

"  Now,  yield  thee,  or,  by  Him  who  made 
The  world,  thy  heart's  blood  dyes  ihy  blade!" 

"  Warrior  in  battle  hour, 
Whence  is  thy  kindling  eye — the  lip  of  pride— ^ 
Thy  stately  tread — ^when  Death  roams  wide. 

In  his  withering  power  % 
A  swift  flush  softened  that  stem,  dark  brow  : 
^Tisfor  my  own  free  home  I  am  warring  now  /** 

In  our  pil^-.  •  >;ige  to  the  battle-fields  of  the  United  States, 
none  produced  a  deeper  impression  on  our  mind  than  tliat  of 
Saratoga ;  situated  on  the  Hudson  river,  eighteen  miles  above 
Troy,  and  about  the  same  distance  from  Saratoga  Springs. 
The  extensive  preparations  of  the  ^enemy ;  their  sanguine 
hopes ;  their  league  with  the  Indians ;  their  dreadful  reverses, 
connected  with  many  romantic  incidents ;  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  the  Americans,  and  the  results  it  produced  in  hasten- 
ing our  cause  to  a  favourable  issue ;  all  crowd  upon  the 
mind  and  sink  deep  into  our  souls,  as  we  wander  over  Bemus's 
Heights. 

But  before  we  proceed  in  the  description  of  this  place  of 
terror  and  of  romance,  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  back  to 
Canada  and  begin  this  third  part  of  the  grand  campaign  of 
the  British  ministers,  described  in  the  opening  of  Chapter 
Seventh. 
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The  army  of  Canada  had  been  strongly  reinforced  from 
England  in  th^  spring  of  1776,  and  preparations  were  made 
to  execute  the  plan  of  the  ministry  by  penetrating  by  the  way 
of  the  lakes  to  the  Hudson  river,  descending  that  river,  and 
forming  a  junction  with  the  army  of  New  York  at  Albany. 
It  was  supposed,  that  all  inter  ourse  being  thus  cut  off  be- 
tween the  New  England  and  the  southern '  provinces,  the 
colonists  would  be  terrified  into  submission  and  the  war 
brought  to  a  close.  With  the  exception  of  a  distance  of  six- 
teen miles,  between  Lake  Greorge  and  the  left  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  the  whole  passage  could  be  effected  by  water. 

Near  the  conclusion  of  Chapter  Fifth,  we  stated  that  the 
American  army  in  Canada,  being  entirely  too  small  to  execute 
the  object  of  its  expedition,  especially  after  its  reduction  by 
small-pox,  and  the  reinforcements  of  the  enemy,  had  been 
obliged  to  abandon  one  post  after  another,  until  they  had  en- 
tirely evacuated  Canada.  After  many  daring  adventures 
and  skilful  manoeuvres  in  his  retreat,  Arnold  gained  fort  St. 
John,  where  he  effected  a  junction  with  General  Sullivan. 
But  this  general  viewing  the  position  in  an  unfavourable 
light,  dismantled  the  fortifications^  set  fire  to  the  magazines 
and  barracks,  and  withdrew  under  the  cannon  of  Crown 
Point.  The  whole  length  of  Lake  Champlain  was  thus  inter- 
posed between  themselves  and  the  enemy,  and  having  a  num- 
ber of  armed  vessels  on  the  lake,  the  English  could  not  follow 
them  without  first  arming  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, as  the  vessels  brought  from  England  could  not  safely 
be  brought  into  the  lake,  over  the  falls  of  the  Sorel,  near  fort 
Chambl^e.  Accordingly,  Greneral  Carleton,  Governor  of 
Canada,  constructed  and  equipped  a  fleet  of  thirty  vessels  of 
various  dimensions,  and  armed  them  with  artillery.  A  num- 
ber of  fIat-bo*tomed  boats  and  400  batteaux  were  also  in 
readiness.  About  the  middle  of  October  the  armament  was 
fully  equipped,  and  the  command  was  given  to  Captain  Prin- 
gle,  a  sea-officer  of  great  experience.  The  ship  of  the  admiral, 
called  the  Inflexible,  carried  eighteen  twelve-pounders ;  two 
schooners  mounted,  one  fourteen,  the  other  twelve  six-pound- 
ers ;  a  large  radeau  carried  six  twenty-four  and  six  twelve- 
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pounders.  Twenty  vessels  carried  each  a  piece  of  brass  ord- 
nanoe,  from  iiioe  to  tweaty^four^pounders  or  howitaers.  Long- 
boats were  equipped  in  the  same  manner.  Besides  these, 
th^re  were  a  number  of  boats  to  serve  as  transports  for  the 
troops,  baggage,  stores,  provisions,  and  arms. 

The  American  army  at  this  time  amounted  to  between  8000 
and  9000  men,  commanded  by  Generals  Schuyler  and  (rates, 
while  Arnold,  full  of  military  ardour,  infused  energy  and 
spirit  into  the  soldiers.  The  army  was  assembled  under  the 
cannon  of  Ticonderoga,  having  left  a  garrison  at  Crown 
Point. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Americans  to  arm  and  equip  a 
fleet  before  they  could  oppose  the  enemy  by  naval  operations. 
Great  efibrts  were  promptly  made  to  accomplish  this  purpose, 
but  owing  to  a  want  of  proper  materials  and  the  difiiculty 
of  procuring  carpenters,  who  were  engaged  in  building  pri- 
vateers and  ships  for  Congr*^88,  tho  Am^Tiran  gienerals  could 
not  produce  a  squdron  of  ifi(»re  than  fiftc  en  vessels  of  different 
sizes,  two  brigs,  one  corvHtc*.  ow^  sloofi,  three  galleys,  and 
eight  gondolas.  Their  lar«'rst  v*  hs»  h  mounted  only  twdve 
six  and  four-pounders.     T'»    c  »jn»!>Ti  ri  «if  this  armament  was 
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kours  more.  During  this  action  tbe  greater  fmmber  of  Ar- 
notd's  Tessels  erowded  sail  and  eseaped  to  Ticonderoga,  whikf 
only  two  galleys  and  five  gondi^as  remained  with  him. 
Frndittg  that  all  his  desperate  eflbrts  were  unairailing  against 
soeh  a  fbroe  as  tlnit  o£  the  enemy,  he  resorted  to  an  expedi- 
ent that  astonished  the  enemy  and  elicited  the  applause  of  his 
coimtrymen*  To  prevent  the  vessels  from  failing  into  the 
hands  of  the  emmy,  be  ran  them  ashore  and  set  them  on  fire. 
The  Americans  now  destroyed  all  they  could  at  Crown  Point 
and  retired  to  Tieoaderofa,  and  Carkrton  was  soon  joined  by 
his  army,  inlended  fo  operate  by  land.  As  the  season  was 
too  moch  advanced  to  aflford  any  prospects  to  reach  Albany 
before  the  coameiiceiiittnt  of  the  severity  of  whiter,  especially 
as  this  would  not  be  acc<Hnf>li^d  without  the  previous  re- 
duetion  of  Tieooderoga,  the  si^fe  of  which,  to  say  the  least, 
moAi  be  loi^^  difficult  and  sanguinary,  and  calculating  the 
dangers  of  having  his  fn^yvisions  cut  off  by  the  ice  in  the  wa- 
ters in  his  rear,  with  many  other  perih,  he  conducted  his 
army  back  towards  Montreal,  in  the  beginning  of  November. 

In  the  spring  of  1777,  the  campaign  was  again  opened. 
General  Bmrgoyne  had  gone  to  England  the  preceding  winter, 
to  concert  with  the  ministers  the  means  of  carrying  into 
efiect  the  plan  which  he  submitted  to  them,  for  the  conquest 
of  America.  He  received  the  chief  command  of  the  army 
of  Canada,  and  returned  to  Quebec,  where  he  arrived  about 
the  beginning  of  May.  Great  preparations  had  been  made 
in  Ikigland  and  in  Canada  for  this  grand  enterprise,  which 
nearly  all  England  expected  vrauld  succeed.  Bunrgoyne,  with 
an  army  d  7000  troops,  of  whom  about  one-half  were  Eng- 
lish and  Germans,  and  the  rest  Canadians ;  besides  an  unusu- 
ally powerful  train  of  artillery,  and  several  tribes  of  Indians, 
which  the  British  government  had  employed;  lefk  Caaa^, 
accompanied  by  able  and  experienced  oflicers,  the  principal 
erf*  whom  were,  Major-General  Phillips;  Brigadier-Generals 
Frazer,  Powell,  and  Hamilton,  with  the  Brunswick  major- 
general.  Baron  Reidesel,  and  Brigadier-General  Specht,  and 
on  the  1st  of  July  landed  and  invested  Ticonderoga. 

The  garrison  at  Ticonderoga  at  this  time  consisted  of  only 
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about  3000  men,  commanded  by  Greneral  St.  Clair.  Too 
feeble  to  defend  such  extensive  works,  and  at  the  same  time 
td  fortify  Mount  Defiance,  which  OTorlooks  and  commands 
the  fort,  the  latter  was  unprotected.  The  enemy  exanuned 
it,  and,  with  great  labour  and  difficulty,  commenced  establish- 
ing their  artillery  upon  the  summit.  Nearly  surrounded  by 
the  enemy,  and  convinced  that  he  must  surrender  at  discre- 
tion, if  he  remained  until  the  completion  of  the  batteriest  St. 
Clair  called  a  council  of  war,  where  it  was  resolved  to  evacu- 
ate the  place  without  delay.  To  this  conclusion  they  came 
the  more  readily,  because  they  knew  that  General  Schuyler, 
who  had  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  north,  was  at  fort 
Edward,  and  had  not  force  enough  to  defend  himself. 

In  the  ni^t  of  the  5th  of  July  the  retreat  was  commenced, 
in  profound  silence ;  but  a  house  taking  fire,  the  light  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  they  discovered  what  had 
taken  place.  General  Frazer,  with  a  strong  detachment,  was 
sent  in  pursuit,  and  overtaking  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  on 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  at  Hubbardston,  twenty-four  miles 
from  the  fort,  a  long  and  sanguinary  battle  was  fought.  The 
enemy  at  last  began  to  fall  back  in  disorder,  when  General 
Reidesel  arrived  with  reinforcements,  and  took  part  in  the 
action.  Overpowered  by  numbers,  the  Americans  fled  in 
every  direction,  leaving  many  of  their  officers,  and  upwards 
of  200  soldiers  dead  on  the  field.  About  600  were  wounded, 
many  of  whom  perished  miserably  in  the  woods.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  was  180.  Greneral  St. 
Clair  proceeded  by  a  circuitous  route  to  fort  Edward,  where 
he  joined  General  Schuyler.  The  English  generals  now  di- 
rected their  attention  to  fort  Ann,  to  which  some  of  the  Ame- 
ricans had  fled,  in  their  retreat  firom  Ticonderoga.  Colonel 
Hill  was  despatched  to  drive  them  away.  Colonel  Long,  who 
commanded  the  fort,  sallied  out  to  meet  him,  and  a  bkx>dy 
conflict  took  place.  After  the  combat  had  raged  for  two 
hours,  and  victory  was  still  doubtful,  the  horrible  yells  of  the 
savages  were  heard ;  and  another  reinforcement  approaching, 
the  Americans  retreated  to  the  fort,  set  it  on  fire,  and  retired 
to  fort  Edward,  on  the  Hudson,  only  six  miles  distant.    Bur. 
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goynot  with  the  main  army,  was  still  at  Skeenesborough, 
about  to  plunge  into  the  fearful  sditudes  of  an  almost  impe- 
netrable forest,  on  his  way  to  fort  Edward.  Another  column 
he  ordered  to  embark  at  the  same  time  at  Ticonderoga,  pro- 
ceed up  lake  George,  reduce  the  fort  of  the  same  name,  and 
j<nn  him  at  fort  Edward. 

Meanwhile,  General  Schuyler,  whose  army  at  fort  Edward 
did  not  exceed  4000  men,  made  almost  incredible  exertions  to 
impede  the  progress  of  the  enemy  through  the  wilderness 
from  fort  Ann,  by  throwing  every  obstacle  in  their  way.  The 
ground  between  these  two  forts  is  exceedingly  rough  and 
difficult,  full  of  creeks,  as  well  as  wide  and  deep  morasaea. 
The  American  general  opened  trenches,  obstructed  the  roads, 
broke  down  the  bridges,  cut  trees  across  and  lengthwise  into 
the  narrow  defiles,  so  as  to  render  a  speedy  arrival  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Hudson  impossible.  This,  he  knew,  would 
affi>rd  the  Americans  time  to  receive  reinforcements,  and  be 
better  prepared  for  defence. 

The  loss  of  the  American  forts,  constituting  the  keys  to 
the  States ;  the  loss  of  128  pieces  of  artillery,  with  immense 
quantities  of  warlike  stores,  baggage  and  provisions,  not  only 
had  an  injurious  effect  on  the  morale  of  the  army,  but  re- 
tarded the  enlistment  of  others.  The  reputation  of  the  offi- 
cers was  assailed.  The  most  ridiculous  stories  were  circu- 
lated of  St.  Clair;  and  even  General  Schuyler  did  not  escape 
the  venom  of  detraction  and  of  slander,  after  all  his  patriotic 
services  and  incessant  toils ; 

^^And  stenier  hearts  alone  can  feel 
Toe  wound  that  time  can  never  heal.'*" 

When  the  news  of  Burgoyne^s  success  in  taking  the  forts 
reached  England,  the  ministers,  the  government,  and  the 
people  became  almost  frantic  with  joy,  confident  of  the  speedy 
success  of  their  arms,  in  bringing  the  audacious  rebeh  to  the 
foot  of  the  British  throne. 

After  the  most  Herculean  exertions,  Burgoyne  arrived  at 
fort  Edward,  on  the  30M  of  Jvly.  For  this  delay,  so  bene- 
ficial to  our  cause,  let  us  drop  a  laurel  wreath  on  the  tomb  of 
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Schuyler.    This  the  reader  will  the  more  readily  grant  to 
hig  memory  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

General  Schuyler,  still  unwilling  to  risk  his  army  liy  da- 
fending  fort  Edward,  retired  four  miles  down  the  rwer,  and 
entrenched  himsdf ;  and  becoming  apprehaasive  thttt  Coknel 
St.  Leger,  who,  after  the  reduction  of  fort  Slanwiz,  agaiaat 
which  he  had  been  sent,  might  desoead  the  left  bask  of  the 
Mohawk,  and  cut  off  his  retreat,  he  mored  lower  down  the 
Hudson,  where  he  threw  up  entrenchments  on  Van  Shaick's 
idand,  formed  by  the  months  of  the  Mohawk.  At  the  «ane 
time,  the  Americans  retired  from  fort  George,  a^ber  boraing 
their  vessels  upon  the  lake,  to  prevent  them  from  foiling  imo 
the  enemy^s  hands. 

The  two  generals  were  now  incessantly  emplogredF-*-the  one 
in  increasing  the  number  of  his  soldiers,  the  other  in  foadi^g 
tboee  he  brought  from  Canada.  £very  possiUe  eflbrt  was 
made  to  increase  the  northern  army,  not  only  hy  Schnylar, 
but  also  by  Congress  and  by  Washington.  Gen^ml  Lim^oIb 
was  sent  to  New  England  to  persuade  the  militia  to  enlist  in 
the  defence  of  their  country.  Arnold  was  sent  to  the  army 
to^JU*-emphatically  to  fightl  He  was  a  terrible  felfow,  and 
no  traitor  fei ;  consequently  we  can  do  him  justice  with  a 
better  grace.  Colonel  Morgan^  vrith  his  troop  of  light  horse, 
was  also  ordered  to  repair  to  the  Hudson.  The  army  was 
thus  daily  increasing.  On  the  other  hand,  Burgoyne,  who 
was  still  at  fort  Edward,  finding  himself  in  a  hostile  country, 
where  he  could  obtain  no  provisions,  except  from  the  lakes, 
began  to  lose  some  of  the  exultation  he  felt  on  his  arrival  on 
the  Hudson.  The  roads  from  fort  George,  a  distance  of 
eighteen  miles,  were  in  some  parts  steep,  and  in  others  in  bad 
repair.  Horses  and  oxen  were  employed  to  drag  provisions, 
ammunition,  and  b'atteaux  to  the  army ;  and  mnoag  the  nuli* 
tary  stores,  were  uniforms  for  those  Americans  wko  shoMjain 
the  British  army. 

With  the  most  indefatigable  perseverance,  they  ooald  only 
supply  the  army  with  provisions  for  immediate  use,  without 
being  able  to  lay  up  a  store  which  would  enable  them  to  pro* 
ceed  further  from  the  source  of  their  subsistence. 
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BttI*  bafoie  we  follow  Bttrgoyne  any  further  is  his  unex- 
peoted  eatburrassnientB,  we  must  giro  some  attention  to  the 
proeeedingi  at  fert  Staawix^  minetiines  called  fort  Schuyler. 
On  the  3d  of  AufMt,  Colonri  St.  Leger,  with  800  English, 
GermraSy  Canadian**  and  American  loyalists,  followed  by  a 
ntunber  erf*  saipc^ges>  had  invested  this  fort,  which  was  defended 
by  Colonels  Gansavort  and  Willet,  with  700  men.  General 
Herkiaoer  assembled  a  number  of  militia,  and  marched  to  the 
relief  of  the  fort,  Wben  within  sii  miles  of  the  fort,  he  sent 
an  espreas  to  infom  Gansavort  that  he  would  attempt  to  join 
his  garrison.  A  aueoessiiil  sally  vras  asade  from  the  fort  by 
Willet  to  fiivour  the  eaterpvise.  Herkimer  advanced  incau- 
tiously, without  a  reconnoitering  party  in  front,  or  rangers 
upon  bis  flank*  ami  felt  imo  a»ambaaeade  formed  by  Sir  John 
Johnson,  with  a  pajriy  <tf  regnlara  and  Indians,  who  had  con- 
cealed themaelveft  in  the  woods.  No  sooner  had  the  Ameri- 
cans paesed,  than  the  savi^^,  with  fiewfish  yell,  fell  upon 
their  rear  like  enraged  wild  beasts.  The  woods  resoun^d 
with  the  dreadful  din  of  arms,  and  a  horrible  slaughter  of 
these  who  resisted,  and  those  who  snrrendered,  disgraced  the 
nation  who  employed  these  saTage  auxiliaries,  alwajrs  thirsting 
for  blood  and  carnage*  The  Aasericans*  thoi^  surprised,  and 
somewhat  dismayed,  after  keying  up  a  running  fight  tor  some 
time,  formed  themselves  into  a  solid  column  on  advantageous 
ground,  and  opposed  their  TiAes  and  bayonets  to  the  hatchet 
and  spear  of  the  savage.  The  enemy  now  hearing  of  the 
attack  made  upon  their  camp  l^  Colonel  Willet,  retired  to 
aid  in  its  defence.  The  Americans  lost  400  men,  among  whom 
was  General  Herkimer.  The  Indians  lost  sixty,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  were  aeveral  of  their  principal  chiefs 
and  fovourite  warriors. 

Willet  entered  the  caoip  ei  the  enemy  during  the  absence 

of  this  detachment,  and  after  killmg  a  great  number,  and 

driving  the  rest  into  the  woods,  he  carried  off  many  spoils, 

and  raised  a  tn^y  under  the  Americwci  flag,  floating  over 

the  wooden  fort.    After  the  defeat  of  Herkimer,  Willet  and 

another  officer,  StockweU,(let  his  name  be  knoimi,)  undertook 

a  most  daring  enterprise.     7%ey  p^Mrated  thrmgh  the  camp 
_  _ 
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of  the  enemy,  eluding  their  vigilance^  and  travelled  through  a 
wilderness,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  to  bring  relief  to  the  fort. 

Meanwhile,  St.  Leger  sent  messages  to  GansaTort,  demand- 
ing a  surrender,  promising  to  treat  him  according  to  the  rules 
of  civilized  nations^  if  be  submitted  immediately,  but  made 
the  most  brutal  threats  as  to  what  would  be  done  by  the  In- 
dians in  case  he  refused. 

The  American  officer  replied  like  a  man.  He  said  he  was 
intrusted  with  the  charge  of  that  garrison  by  the  United 
States ;  that  he  should  defend  it  at  all  hazards ;  and  that  he 
neither  thought  himself  accountable  for,  nor  should  he  at  all 
concern  himself  about  any  consequences  that  attended  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty. 

A  fearful  retribution  now  appeared  to  threaten  the  British 
commander :  the  savages,  who  had  lost  many  of  their  favour- 
ites, and  who  felt  themselves  disappointed  in  obtaining  plun- 
der, not  only  became  sullen  and  ungovernable  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  but  threatened  to  fall  upon  their  employers, 
and  rob  their  camp. 

General  Schuyler,  upon  receiving  intelligence  that  this  fort 
was  besieged,  despatched  Arnold  to  its  relief.  Full  of  fire 
and  energy,  as  usual,  he  hastened  by  forced  marches  towards 
his  destination.  The  Indians,  hearing  of  his  approach,  were 
terrified  and  dismayed  at  the  name  of  Arnold.  As  they  had 
already  been  dissatisfied  with  their  alliance,  they  were  now 
soon  ready  to  abandon  the  camp.  Some  actually  decamped, 
while  the  rest  threatened  to  do  the  same  if  St.  Leger  did  not 
vetreat.  The  siege  was  raised  on  the  22d  of  August,  and  the 
enemy  retreated.  The  Americans  sallied  from  the  fort  and 
attacked  their  rear,  and  took  their  tents,  artillery  and  stores. 
But  their  savage  allies  now  became  their  worst  enemies. 
They  robbed  the  officers  and  the  soldiers  of  their  baggage, 
and  killed  many  of  those  soldiers  who  could  not  keep  up 
with  the  rest,  until  all  was  terror  and  confusion  among  the 
British  troops.  The  inconceivable  horrors  produced  by  such 
a  situation,  is  a  fit  subject  for  those  American  politicians  to 
contemplate,  who  would  form  political  alliances  of  any  kind 
with  those  who  have  no  feelings  in  common  with  themselves. 
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Such  politicians  we  have,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
dispense  with  the  services  of  such  pseudo-patriots,  who  seek 
only  their  own  advancement 

Two  days  after  the  siege  was  raised,  Arnold  arrived  at  the 
fort,  and  was  received  by  the  garrison  as  their  deliverer. 
His  services  not  being  required  now,  he  returned  to  the  army 
at  Van  Shaick's  Island.  St.  Leger  retreated  to.  Montreal, 
and  afterwards  joined  Burgoyne  by  the  way  of  Ticonderoga. 

Unable  to  proceed  without  provisions,  Burgoyne  resolved 
to  make  an  attack  on  Bennington,  about  twenty  miles  froin 
the  left  side  of  the  Hudson,  where  the  Americans  had  large 
supplies  of  cattle,  provisions,  and  stores,  which  they  had 
received  from  the  New  England  provinces.  The  German 
Colonel  Baum  was  despatched  with  about  600  men,  induding 
200  of  Reidesel's  dismounted  dragoons  and  100  savages. 

To  facilitate  this  enterprise,  Burgoyne  moved  down  the 
left  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  establishing  his  camp  nearly 
opposite  Saratoga,  he  threw  a  bridge  of  rafts  across  the 
river.  The  object  of  this  was  to  hold  the  American  army  in 
check,  by  exciting  a  belief  that  they  were  on  the  point  of 
being  attacked.  Colonel  Stark,  who  was  on  his  march  to 
join  General  Schuyler  with  1000  militia,  hearing  of  the  ap- 
proach of  Baum,  altered  his  course  and  hastened  towards 
Bennington,  where  he  joined  Colonel  Warner,  at  the  head  of 
about  the  same  number  of  militia.  Baum,  considering  Stark 
too  strong  to  be  attacked,  entrenched  himself  near  Santcroick 
Mills,  on  the  Walloon  Creek,  four  miles  from  Bennington,  and 
sent  for  Colonel  Breyman,  posted  on  Batten  Kill,  to  join  him. 
But  Stark  issued  out  from  Bennington  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  of  August,  and  attacked  Baum  in  his  entrenchments, 
with  a  firm  resolve  ''to  conquer  or  make  Molly  Stark  a 
widow."  The  savages,  British,  and  Canadians,  soon  fled  into 
the  woods,  while  the  Germans  fought  vigorously  until  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  when  they  made  use  of  their 
swords.  They  were  overwhelmed  and  made  prisoners  with 
their  wounded  commander. 

Breyman  now  arrived,  at  four  o'clock,  and  renewed  the  fight, 
which  was  continued  until  dusk,  when  the  enemy  retreated. 
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with  great  precipitation^  and  left  baggage,  musketa,  artillery, 
ftod  sabres  in  tlie  power  of  the  conqueror.  The  rojratists  lolit 
in  these  two  battles,  about  200  killed,  and  500  prisoners. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  inconsiderable.  Stark  received 
the  thanks  of  Congress  and  was  made  a  brigadier-general. 
Colonel  Warner,  who  seconded  Stark,  deserves  great  praise 
fix*  his  gallant  conduct. 

This  was  the  first  check  the  eneaEiy  received  in  this  cann 
paign,  (the  retreat  at  fort  Stanwix  taking  place  a  few  days 
later,)  and  it  was  a  grievous  one,  as  it  placed  them  in  a  very 
critical  sitnation,  while  the  American  army  was  diuly  in* 
ereasing  in  slvength  and  spirits. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  when  the  a&irs  of  the  north  yet 
wore  a  gloomy  aspect,  Congress  had  appmnted  General  Gates 
c^Mnmnnder  of  the  army,  in  place  of  Schuyler,  and,  on  the 
Slst,  he  arrived  at  Stillwater.  Gates  was  a  popular  man, 
and  it  was  su|qx>sed  his  name  alone  would  have  a  beneficial 
influence.  Schuyler  complained  bitterly  to  Washington; 
stating  that  the  firuit  of  his  toils  was  given  to  another,  who 
was  about  to  enjoy  that  victory  for  which  he  had  prepared 
the  way.  Though  superseded,  Schuyler  exerted  his  powers 
in  defence  of  his  country,  exhibiting  a  zeal  and  patriotism 
worthy  of  all  praise,  at  a  period  when  his  own  injuries  were 
severely  felt* 

The  popularity  of  Gates  in  New  England,  had  the  efiect 
which  Congress  anticipated  and  desired.  The  people  enlisted 
with  moire  alacrity  and  the  northern  army  was  rapidly 
ineveasii^. 

This  enthusiasm  of  the  people,  however,  is  partly  to  be 
ascribed  to  their  natural  love  of  liberty,  and  the  shocking 
outrages  committed  by  the  savages  under  Bnrgoyne  and  St. 
Leger.  These  savages  prowled  in  the  night  like  wild  beasts 
— ^visited  the  hoosesr-dragged  out  the  inhabitants,  and  mur- 
dered men,  women,  and  children  in  a  most  barbarous  manner, 
wheth^  they  were  lojralists  or  republicans.  Among  these 
victims  was  Miss  Jane  M'Crea,  a  young  lady  distinguished 
for  her  virtues,  her  beauty,  and  her  amiable  disposition ;  of  a 
hi^y  respectaUe  femily,  and  affianced  to  an  officer  then  in 
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Burgoyne's  army.  The  murder  of  this  lady  has  been  the 
theme  of  the  poet,  the  novelist,  and  the  orator,  and  her  affect- 
ing story  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the 
American  people. 

^  Two  Mohawks  met  the  maid— historian,  hold ! — 
Poor  human  nature !  must  thy  shame  be  told  ? 

She  starts ;  with  eyes  uptuniM  and  fleeting^  breath, 
Is  their  raised  axes  viewg  her  instant  deatii, 
Sfireads  her  white  hands  to  heaven  in  fnnlio  prayer, 
Then  runs  to  grasp  their  knees,  and  crouches  there. 
Her  hair,  half4ost  along  the  shrubs  she  passM, 
Rolls  in  loose  tangles  round  her  lovely  waist; 
Her  kerchief,  torn,  betrays  the  globes  of  snow 
That  heave  responsive  to  her  weight  of  woe. 

With  calculating  pause  and  demon  grin, 

They  seize  her  huids,  and,  through  her  face  divioe, 

Drive  the  descending  axe;"        »        •        » 

The  story  of  Miss  M'Crea  has  been  told  with  various  em- 
bellishments, sometimes  so  improbable  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
credit.  The  plain  facts  in  the  case  appear  to  be  as  follows : 
When  the  American  army  retreated  from  fort  Edward,  this 
young  lady  and  the  family  with  whom  she  lived  remained  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  fort.  The  Indians,  on  their  arrival,  made 
her  prisoner,  and  on  their  return  to  Burgoyne's  camp  they 
halted  at  a  spring,  where  a  quarrel  arose  as  to  whom  the 
captive  belonged.  **  To  put  an  end  to  the  dispute,^'  say?  Ge- 
neral Wilkinson,  '*  a  monster  tomahawked  her,  and  thus  she 
fell  a  victim  to  the  ferocious  brutality  of  the  Indians.*' 

The  following  account  from  the  Port  Folio  is  generally  ad- 
mitted to  be  one  of  the  best.  We  would,  however,  take 
leave  to  premise  that  one  part  of  this  description  appears  to 
be  inconsistent  with  itself,  and  another  highly  improbable. 
1.  The  account  of  the  nine  wounds  made  with  the  **  knife  or 
tomahawk"  does  not  accord  with  the  assertion  that  "  she  was 
shot,"  and  that  '<  she  instantly  fell  and  expired."  2.  It  is  not 
probable  that  Jones  would  send  a  letter  by  the  savages  re- 
questing his  intended  to  put  herself  under  their  charge.     I 
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am  not  now  appealing  to  ill-tempered  old  bachelors,  but  to 
young  lovers  who  intend  to  pop  the  question  the  next  time,  (if 
their  courage  does  not  fail.)  I  would  ask  you,  who  are  the 
best  judges,  would  you  send  savages  to  protect  the  lady  you 
loved,  and  ask  any  one  of  them  to  act  as  your  proxy? — If 
not,  how  can  you  believe  that  Jones  would  do  so?  There  is 
but  one  ground  upon  which  we  can  give  any  credit  to  this 
part  of  the  story :  if  the  Indians  were  sent  in  the  direction 
of  the  lady's  residence  by  some  superior  officer,  over  whom 
Jones  had  no  control,  he  might  have  adopted  this  method,  at 
the  same  time  offering  a  bribe  to  the  savages  to  protect  her 
from  the  indiscriminate  murder  of  which  they  were  usually 
guilty,  and  to  lead  her  to  his  post,  which  he  was  not  allowed 
to  abandon.  If  this  be  true»  it  should  be  distinctly  men- 
tioned, to  remove  the  otherwise  unnatural  features  of  the 
tale.  The  other  parts  of  this  description  I  believe  to  be  cor- 
rect. We  said  it  is  from  the  Port  Polio ;  this  paper,  how- 
ever, credits  it  to  Jared  Sparks'  Life  and  Treason  of  Arnold. 

The  Murder  of  Mis$  MCrea. 

"  The  murder  of  Miss  M'Crea  has  been  a  theme,  which 
eloquence  and  sensibility  have  alike  contributed  to  dignify, 
and  which  has  kindled  in  many  a  breast  the  emotions  of  a 
responsive  sympathy.  (Seneral  Gates'  description,  in  his  let- 
ter to  Burgoyne,  although  more  ornate  than  forcible,  and 
abounding  more  in  bad  taste  than  simplicity  or  pathos,  was 
suited  to  the  feelings  of  the  moment,  and  produced  a  lively 
impression  in  every  part  of  America;  and  the  glowing  lan- 
guage of  Burke,  in  one  of  his  most  celebrated  speeches  in  the 
British  Parliament,  made  the  story  of  Jane  M'Crea  familiar 
to  the  European  world. 

**  This  young  lady  was  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  who 
died  in  New  Jersey  before  the  revolution.  Upon  her  father's 
death  she  sought  a  home  in  the  house  of  her  brother,  a  re- 
spectable gentleman  residing  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Hudson  river,  about  four  miles  below  Fort  Edward.  Here 
she  formed  an  intimacy  with  a  young  man  named  David 
Jones,  to  whom  it  was  understood  she  was  engaged  to  be 
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married.  When  the  v/^r  broke  out,  Jones  took  the  side  of 
the  royalists,  went  to  Canada,  received  a  commission,  and 
vras  a  captain  or  lieutenant  among  the  provincials  in  Bur- 
goyne's  army. 

<<  Fort  Edward  was  situated  on  the  eastern  margin  of  the 
Hudson  river,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  water,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  plane  of  considerable  extent,  which  was  cleared 
of  wood  and  cultivated.  On  the  road  leading  to  the  north, 
and  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  stood  a  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  M'Neil,  a  widow 
lady  and  an  acquaintance  of  Miss  M'Crea,  with  whom  she 
was  staying  as  a  visiter  at  the  time  the  American  army  was 
in  that  neighbourhood.  The  side  of  the  hill  was  covered 
with  a  growth  of  bushes,  and  on  its  top,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  house,  stood  a  large  pine  tree,  near  the  root  of  which 
gushed  out  a  perennial  spring  of  water.  A  guard  of  one 
hundred  men  had  been  left  at  the  fort,  and  a  picket  under 
Lieutenant  Van  Vechten  was  staticmed  in  the  woods  on  the 
hill  a  little  beyond  the  pine  tree. 

"  Early  one  morning,  this  picket-guard  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  Indians,  rushing  through  the  woods  from  different 
points  at  the  same  moment,  and  rending  the  air  with  hideous 
yells.  Lieutenant  Van  Vechten  and  five  others  were  killed 
and  scalped,  and  four  were  wounded.  Samuel  Standish,  one 
of  (he  guard,  whose  post  was  near  the  pine  tree,  discharged 
his  musket  at  the  first  Indian  he  saw,  and  ran  down  the  hill 
towards  the  fort ;  but  he  had  no  sooner  reached  the  plain, 
than  three-Indians,  who  had  pursued  him  to  cut  off  his  retreat, 
darted  out  of  the  bushes,  fired,  and  wounded  him  in  the  foot. 
One  of  them  sprang  upon  him,  threw  him  to  the  ground, 
pinioned  his  arms,  and  then  pushed  him  violently  forward  up 
the  hill.  He  naturally  made  as  much  haste  as  he  could,  and 
in  a  short  time  they  came  to  the  spring,  where  several  Indians 
were  assembled. 

"  Here  Standish  was  left  to  himself,  at  a  little  distance  from 
the  spring  and  the  pine  tree,  expecting  every  moment  to  share 
the  fate  of  his  comrades,  whose  scalps  were  conspicuously 
displayed.    A  few  minutes  only  had  elapsed,  when  he  saw  a 
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snaJl  party  of  Indiaos  ascending  the  hill»  and  with  them  Mm. 
M'Niel  and  Miss  M'Crea  on  foot  He  knew  them  both,  having 
often  been  at  Mrs.  M'Niel's  house.  The  party  had  hardly 
joined  the  other  Indians,  when  he  perceived  much  agkatioo 
among  them,  high  words,  and  violent  gestures,  till  at  length 
they  engaged  in  a  furious  quarrd,  and  heat  one  another  with 
their  muskets.  In  the  midst  of  this  fray,  oae  of  the  chi^ 
apparently  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  shot  Miss  M'Crea  in  the 
breast.  She  instantly  fell  and  expired*  Her  hair  was  kiog 
and  flowing.  The  same  chief  grasped  it  in  Us  hand»  seiaed 
his  knife,  and  took  off  the  scalp  in  such  a  mafiner  as  to  include 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  hair ;  then  springing  finom  the  ground, 
he  tossed  it  in  the  face  of  a  young  warrior,  who  stood  near 
him  watching  the  operation,  brandished  it  in  the  aar,  and 
littered  a  yell  of  savage  exultation.  When  this  was  done 
the  quarrel  ceased ;  and,  as  the  fort  had  already  been  alarmed, 
the  Indians  hurried  away  as  quickly  as  possible  to  General 
Frazer's  encampment,  on  the  road  to  fort  Ann,  taking  with 
them  Mrs.  M'Niel  and  Samuel  Standish. 

**  The  bodies  of  the  slain  were  found  by  a  party  that  went 
in  pursuit,  and  were  carried  across  the  river.  They  had  been 
stripped  of  their  clothing,  and  the  body  of  Miss  M'Crea  vras 
wounded  in  nine  places,  either  by  a  scalping-kn^  or  a  toma- 
hawk. A  messenger  was  despatched  to  convey  the  afflicting 
intelligence  to  her  brother,  who  arrived  soon  afterwards,  took 
charge  of  his  sister's  remains,  and  had  them  interred  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  about  three  miles  bek>w  the  fort.  The 
body  of  Lieutenant  Van  Vechten  was  buried  at  the  same 
time,  and  on  the  same  spot. 

**  History  has  preserved  no  facts  by  which  we  can,  at  this 
day,  ascertain  the  reason  why  Miss  M'Crea  should  remain 
as  she  did,  in  so  exposed  and  unprotected  a  situation.  She 
had  been  reminded  of  her  danger  by  the  people  at  the  fort. 
Tradition  relates,  however,  and  with  seeming  truth,  that 
through  some  medium  of  communication  she  had  promised 
her  lover,  probably  by  his  advice,  to  remain  in  this  place, 
until  the  approach  of  the  British  troops  should  aflbrd  her  an 
opportunity  to  join  him,in  company  with  herhostess  and  friend. 
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It  is  said  that,  when  they  saw  the  Indians  coming  to  the 
house,  they  were  at  first  firightened,  and  attempted  to  escape ; 
but,  as  the  Indians  made  signs  of  a  pacific  intention,  and  one 
of  them  held  up  a  letter,  intimating  that  it  was  to  be  opened, 
their  fears  were  calmed,  and  the  letter  was  read.  It  was 
finom  Jones,  and  contained  a  request  that  they  would  put 
themselves  under  the  charge  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  had 
sent  for  the  purpose,  and  who  would  guard  them  in  safety  to 
the  British  camp.  Unfortunately,  two  separate  parties  of 
Indians,  or  at  least  two  chiefs,  acting  independently  of  each 
other,  had  united  in  this  enterprise,  combining  with  it  an 
attack  on  the  picket-guard.  It  is  incredible  that  Jones  should 
have  known  this  part  of  the  arrangement,  or  he  would  have 
foreseen  the  danger  it  threatened.  When  the  prize  was  in 
their  hands,  the  two  chiefs  quarrelled  about  the  mode  of  di- 
viding  the  reward  they  were  to  receive ;  and,  according  to 
the  Indian  rule  of  settling  disputes  in  the  case  of  captives, 
one  of  them,  in  a  wild  fit  of  passion,  killed  the  victim  and 
secured  the  scalp.  Nor  is  it  the  least  shocking  feature  of  the 
transaction,  that  the  savage  seemed  not  aware  of  the  nature 
of  his  mission.  Uninformed  9i  to  the  motive  of  his  employer 
for  obtaining  the  person  of  the  lady,  or  not  comprehending  it, 
he  regarded  her  in  the  light  of  a  prisoner,  and  supposed  the 
scalp  would  be  an  acceptable  trophy.  Let  it  be  imagined 
what  were  the  feelings  of  the  anxious  lover,  waiting  with 
joyful  anticipation  the  arrival  of  his  intended  bride,  when 
this  appalling  proof  of  her  death  was  presented  to  him.  The 
innocent  had  suffered  by  the  hand  of  cruelty  and  violence, 
which  he  had  unconsciously  armed ;  his  most  fondly  cherished 
hopes  were  blasted,  and  a  sting  was  planted  in  his  soul,  which 
time  and  forgetfulness  could  never  eradicate.  His  spirit  was 
scathed,  and  his  heart  broken.  He  lived  but  a  few  years,  a 
'  prey  to  his  sad  recollections,  and  sunk  into  the  grave  under 
the  burden  of  his  grief. 

'^The  remembrance  of  this  melancholy  tale  is  still  che- 
rished with  a  lively  sympathy  by  the  people  who  dwell  near 
the  scene  of  its  principal  incidents.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
village  at  fort  Edward  have  lately  removed  the  remains  of 
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Mifls  M'Crea  from  their  obscure  reffting-plaee,  and  deposited 
them  in  the  pablie  burial-ground.  The  eeremeny  vas 
8<deinn  and  impressive:  a  proeession  of  young  men  and 
BMiidens  followed  the  relics,  and  wept  in  silence  when  the 
earth  was  again  closed  over  them ;  thus  exhibitrag  an  honour- 
aUe  proof  of  sensibility  and  respect  for  the  dead.  The  little 
fountain  still  pours  its  plear  waters  near  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
and  the  venerable  pine  is  yet  standing  in  its  ancient  majesty, 
br<Aen  at  the  top  and  shorn  of  its  branches  by  the  winds  and 
storms  of  half  a  century,  but  revered  as  marking  the  spot 
where  youth  and  innocence  were  sacrificed  in  the  tiagical 
death  of  Jane  M'Crea.'' 

We  now  return  to  the  two  armies.  One  is  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Hudson  opposite  Saratoga — the  other  on  the  island 
formed  by  a  division  of  the  Mohawk  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Hudson.  « 

We  shall  liow  attempt  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  battle-ground, 
situated  between  the  present  encampments  of  the  armies. 

We  always  consider  it  in  bad  taste  to  speak  of  our  own 
travels  and  observations,  in  a  work  like  this,  but  by  following 
the  course  of  our  journey,  we  can  give  the  reader  a  better 
idea  of  places,  than  by  any  other  method ;  and  at  the  same 
time  removf  •  •  confusion  into  which  we  were  at  first  led, 
by  the  fact,  ti  <  there  is  now  a  new  Saratoga,  and  the  old 
village  of  that  name  has  been  changed  to  Schuylerville. 
Stillwater,  Bemus's  Heights,  and  the  plan  of  the  present  Ame- 
rican encampment,  are  often  spoken  of  indiscriminately,  until 
the  reader  tortures  his  imagination  in  vain  to  give  the  battle- 
ground a  local  habitation  and  a  name. 

After  visiting  Saratoga  springs,  by  the  way  of  Schenec- 
tady, we  returned  to  Troy  and  Albany  by  way  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  that  we  might  pass  the  battle-ground  of  Saratoga. 
Leaving  the  springs,  we  travelled  in  a  private  conveyance  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles,  to  old  Saratoga,  or  Schuylerville, 
situated  on  the  Hudson.  At  this  place,  aa  we  shall  see  here- 
after, Burgoyne  surrendered;  but  the  battle-fileld  is  about 
eight  miles  lower  down  the  river.  We  got  into  a  canal-boat 
and  €Mpt  down  the  river  with  the  speed  of  three  miles  an 
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hour,  until  opposite  Bemus's  Heights,  where  the  entrenob- 
ments  of  the  two  armies  can  still  be  seen*  The  ground  near 
the  river  is  level,  but  several  hundred  yards  off  it  rises  ab- 
ruptly into  lofty  heights,  which  at  first  are  cut  in  varioils 
directions  by  such  deep  ravines,  that  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  descend  on  the  one  side,  and  clamber  up  on  the  other. 
We  experienced  this,  by  wandering  about  these  dreary 
abodes,  in  search  of  the  old  redoubts  and  the  skirmishing 
grounds,  celebrated  in  history.  After  climbing  the  steep  hills 
near  the  river — wading  through  low  marshy  places — thread- 
ing our  way  through  a  wilderness,  over  stumps  of  trees,  logs, 
and  stones— over,  or  rather  through  ditches,  deep  and  wide ; 
over,  or  through  rivulets,  according  to  their  tmdth,  we  at  last 
inquired  our  way  to  "  Freeman's  Farm,"  on  which  we  still 
see  the  British  entrenchments.  From  this  we  proceeded  to 
the  hospitable  abode  of  Mr.  Joseph  Walker,  whose  house  is 
situated  between  the  entrenchments  of  the  two  armies.  One 
battle  was  fought  in  front  of  his  house,  and  another  near  one 
end  of  it.  # 

Here  the  old  gentleman  sits  at  the  front  door,  which  is 
kept  open  by  a  cannon'baU,  a  relic  of  the  revolution.  One 
of  his  children  comes  with  hi$  relics,  (for  every  family  resid- 
ing on  these  battle-grounds,  and  sometimes  every  member  of 
it,  has  a  budget — as  bones,  skulls,  cannon-balls,  grape-shot, 
musket-balls,  fragments  of  swords,  regimental  buttpns,  &c.) 
among  which  were  some  gold  and  silver  coins,  which  were 
found  with  a  skeleton  while  di^hdg  for  skulls,  to  supply  a 
phrenologist  who  had  visited  the  place  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Walker  says  that  the  skeletons  of  a  great  number  of  men  are 
so  near  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in  several  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  house,  that  the  land  is  not  now  cultivated, 
because  the  plough  would  turn  up  a  great  number  of  human 
bones.  The  old  gentleman  has  a  book  in  which,  we  w^re 
requested  to  record  our  name,  which  is  there  in  good  companyy 
as  we  find  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  illustrious  men 
from  this  country  and  from  Europe  in  it.  Tbs  next  morning 
we  visited  the  spot  where  Frazer  fell  mortally  wounded,  and 
from  which  he  was  taken  to  head-quarters  on  the  Hudson, 
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two  miles  distant,  where  he  died.  This  house  stood  until 
about  a  year  ago,  when  all  was  taken  down  except  the  chim- 
ney. But  we  get  in  advance  of  our  history ;  we  are  describ- 
ing the  relics  of  a  battle  before  we  give  the  battle  itself—- the 
skeletons  of  men  before  we  tell  how  they  became  such. 

We  shall  now  return  to  the  American  army,  moving  up 
the  river  again  to  the  ground  of  which  we  have  just  been 
speaking.  But  having  traced  the  progress  of  this  great  cam- 
paign to  this  very  interesting  place,  we  shall  lay  before  the 
reader  the  battle-scenes  as  we  find  them  described  in  the 
'*  Memoirs  of  Greneral  Wilkinson,^'  who  was  one  of  the  actors. 
We  select  such  parts  as  appear  the  most  interesting. 

**  The  American  army,  about  6000  strong,  began  to  retrace 
its  steps  towards  the  enemy  on  the  8th  of  September,  and 
reached  Stillwater  the  next.  The  march  was  made  in  good 
order,  and  the  character  of  tne  corps  seemed  renovated ; 
courage  and  confidence  having  taken  place  of  timidity  and 
distrust.  The  ground  at  this  place  was  again  examined,  a 
line  for  entrenchments  traced,  a  fatigue  of  1000  men  put  to 
work  under  Colonel  Kosciusko,  and  the  following  order  was 
issued  on  the  10th : — ^  Whether  it  may  be  immediately  ne- 
cessary to  engage  the  enemy  on  this  ground,  or  push  them 
into  Canada,  the  General  has  the  firmest  opinion  that  both 
ofiicers  and  soldiers  will  be  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
execute  his  commands/  But  in  the  progress  of  the  work  it 
was  discovered  that  the  low  grounds  were  too  extensive  to 
permit  the  occupancy  of  the  heights  on  our  left,  without 
weakening  our  centre,  and  that  by  adopting  the  alternative, 
we  should  be  exposed  either  to  be  forced  or  flanked :  the  po- 
sition was  therefore  condemned  as  untenable,  before  a  differ- 
ent one  had  been  selected.  It  happened  that  I  had,  on  the 
retreat  of  the  army,  taken  notice  of  a  narrow  defile,  two  or 
three  miles  in  our  firont,  formed  by  a  spur  of  the  hills,  jutting 
out  close  to  the  river.  I  communicated  the  circumstance  to 
the  Genera],  and  the  ground  was  reconnoitred  and  approved ; 
and  on  the  12th  the  army  took  possession  of  Bemus's  Heights, 
destined  to  become  the  theatre  of  those  hard-fought  actions, 
I  which  were  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  campaign. 
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<'  The  General  had  received  no  information  of  the  sitiiaticMi 
of  the  enemy,  subsequent  to  the  visit  of  Doctor  Wood,  at 
which  time  Burgoyne  occupied  Duer's  house,  at  old  fort 
Miller,  his  ^lite  at  Batten-kiln,  opposite  to  Saratoga ;  in  fiict, 
he  knew  not  whether  tl^y  were  advancing,  retreating,  or 
stationary.  This  circumstance  ^ras  embarrassing :  parties  of 
the  riflemen  had  been  tried ;  but  being  strangers  to  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  country,  they  were  at  a  loss  for  d)recti<Hi  and 
made  no  discovery.  Having  passed  frequently  between  fort 
Edward  and  Albany,  and  paid  strict  attention  to  the  locali- 
ties  of  the  route,  I  believed  that  I  could  conduct  a  recon" 
noitring  party  with  eflfect,  and  proposed  it  to  the  General, 
who  approved  my  purpose,  and  accordingly,  after  night-ftll 
the  same  day,  I  marched  with  150  infantry  and  90  select 
riflemen,  under  that  incomparable  subaltern.  Lieutenant  John 
Hardin. 

**  Under  cover  of  a  dark  night,  I  advanced  directly  for  Sa. 
ratoga,  and  a  little  before  day-break  I  reached  the  summit  of 
a  lofty  height,  about  two  mites  from  that  place,  called  Davo- 
cote.  During  a  momentary  pause  to  take  breath,  I  heard  the 
generate  beat  some  distance  in  my  front,  which  indicated  a 
military  movement:  I  therefore  halted,  and  having  formed 
my  party  in  a  wood  on  the  flanks  of  the  road,  detached  Lieu- 
tenant Hardin  with  his  riflemen  to  my  right,  by  the  low 
grounds  on  the  side  of  the  river,  to  make  observations,  and 
vrith  an  officer  and  three  men,  I  proceeded  under  cover  of  the 
wood  on  the  heights,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Fishkill,  (or 
creek,)  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga  church.  It  was  now  broad 
daylight :  I  posted  my  men  to  keep  a  lodk-out  towards  the 
road  on  my  right,  and  advancing  cautiously,  I  discovered, 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  me,  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  creek,  a  body  of  men  drawn  up  under  arms.  At  this 
moment  I  heard  the  march  beat,  and  casting  my  eyes  towards 
the  river,  I  perceived  a  column  of  the  enemy,  descending  from 
the  heights  below  Batten-kill.  These  observations  satisfied 
me  General  Burgojme  was  advancing,  and  I  rejoined  my 
scout,  who  informed  me  that  two  of  the  enemy's  infantry  were 
robbing  a  garden  under  the  hill.    We  immediately  made  these 
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men  fHrisoneis,  and  marched  back  with  them  to  the  delack 
raent  at  the  heigfafts  of  Davocote,  where  I  fowd  Har4in,  who. 
had  made  no  dkooTery^  and  we  returned  to  camp  about  Jioon^ 

"  By  these  priaoners,  General  Gates  was  infomed  of  General 
Burgoyne^s  intentions :  that  chief,  after  iiosieBse  labour  and! 
unavoidable  4leta76,  had  at  length  brought  forward  from  lake 
George  to  the  ihidson  river,  his  baggage,  arttllerjr,  military 
stores,  and  a  month's  provisions,  with  a  suficiency  of  live 
stock,  and  land  and  water  transport,  to  move  the  whole ;  andi 
thus  equipped,  he  concentrated  his  force,  abandoned  the  com- 
mnnication  with  the  lakes,  whieh  his  number?  could  not 
sustain,  and  crossed  the  river  to  prosecute  his  march  to 
Albany,  agreeably  to  his  instructjons.  Our  labours  on  the 
fortifications  of  omr  camp  were  redoubled  ia  consequence  of 
this  advice,  and  caHs  for  anlitia  vrere  tnsuwitted  to  atf  quar- 
ters ;  the  greater  number  of  General  Burgoyne's  Indi^as  had 
lon^  befoiie  deserted  him,  and  the  few  who  remained  had  k>st 
their  spkit  of  enterprise :  this  circumstaJEice  gave  our  riflemen 
so  decided  a  superioiity,  that  on  his  approa^eh,  he  cwld  aot 
make  a  motion  withoat  our  knowledge,  nor  peep  beyond  bi^ 
guards  with  safety.  The  eondation  of  the  two  armies  was 
{irecisely  reversed;  and  the  Americans  nowenjc^ed,  ia  the 
rifle  corps,  all  the  advantages  which  the  enemy  had  derived 
from  a  cloud  of  barbarians  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

^Greneral  Burgoyne  crossed  the  Hudson  river  the  IZA 
and  14th  of  September,  and  advanced  with  great  eiroum- 
spection,  on  the  15th,  from  Saratoga  to  D'avocote,  whese  he 
halted  to  repair  bridges  in  his  firont.  The  16th  was  em- 
ployed on  this  labour,  and  in  reconnoitring ;  on  the  17th  iie 
advanced  a  mile  or  two,  resumed  his  march  on  the  16th, 
and  General  Arnold  was  detached  by  General  Gates,  vntir 
1500  men,  to  harass  him;  but  aAer  a  light  skirmish  he:  re- 
turned  without  loss,  or  eflecting  anything  more  than  picking 
up  a  few  stragglers ;  and  the  enemy  moved  forvrard  and  en-* 
camped,  in  two  lines,  about  two  miles  from  General  Gates ; 
his  left  on  the  river,  and  his  right  extending,  at  right  angles: 
to  it,  across  the  low  grounds  about  600  yards,  to  a  range  oT 
steep  and  lofty  heights,  occupied  by  his  ^lite,  having  a  cneek 
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or  guUey  in  (rouit  made  by  a  rivuki  which  issued  imm  % 
great  ravine  formed  by  the  hills,  which  ran  in  a  diroctiaa 
neajrly  pacaUel  to  the  river,  until  within  half  a  mile  of  ibe 
American  camp. 

<<  General  Gates's  right  occupied  the  brow  of  the  hill  near 
the  river,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  deep  eatrench- 
ment ;  his  camp^  in  the  form  of  a  aegpnent  of  a  great  circle, 
the  convex  toward9  the  enemy,  extended  rather  obliquely  to 
his  rear,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  to  a  knoll  occupied  by 
his  left ;  his  front  was  covered,  from  the  right  to  the  left  of 
the  centre,  by  a  aharp  ravine  running  paraJUel  with  his  line 
and  closely  wooded ;  from  thence  to  the  knoll  at  his  extreme 
lefi,  the  ground  was  level  and  had  been  partially  cleared, 
some  of  the  trees  being  felM  And  others  girdled,  beyond 
which,  in  front  of  hi$  left  flank,  and  extending  to  the  enemy's 
right,  there  were  several  small  fields  in  very  imperfect  culti* 
vation,  the  surface  broken  and  obstructed  with  stumps  and 
fallen  timber,  and  the  whole  bounded*  on  the  west,  by  a  steep 
eminence. 

'<  The  extremities  of  ibis  camp  were  defended  by  strong 
batteries,  and  the  interval  was  strei^thened  by  a  breastwork 
without  entrenchments,  constructed  of  the  bodies  of  felled 
tree9,  logs,  and  rails,  with  an  additional  battery  at  an  opening 
left  of  the  centre.  The  right  was  almost  impracticaUe ;  tha 
left  difiicult  of  approach.  I  describe  the  defences  of  this 
positicMi  as  they  appeared  about  the  14th  of  October. 

''  The  intermediate  space  between  the  adverse  armies  on  the 
low  grounds  of  the  r^ver,  was  open  and  in  oultivation ;  the 
high  land  was  clothed  in  its  native  woods,  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  small,  newly  opened^  and  deserted  farmsy 
separated  by  intervals  of  woodland,  and  bordering  on  the 
flanks  of  the  two  armies  most  remote  from  the  river;  the 
principal  of  these  was  an  oblong  field,  belonging  to  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Freeman ;  there  was  also,  exclusive  of  the 
ravines  fronting  the  respective  camps,  a  third  ravine,  about 
midway  between  them,  running  at  right  angles  to  the  river. 
The  intervening  forest  rendered  it  utterly  impracticable  lo 
^obtain  a  front  view  of  the  American  position,  or  any  part  of 
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the  British  except  its  left  near  the  river.  On  the  18lh,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Colborn,  of  the  New  Hampshire  line,  was 
detached  to  the  east  side  of  the  riTer,  with  a  light  party,  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  by  climbing  forest  trees 
or  other  practicable  means,  with  orders  to  report  such  obser- 
vations as  he  might  consider  worthy  of  notice. 

'^  About  eight  o'clock  on  the  mcHrning  of  the  17th  September, 
I  received  information  from  Colonel  Colbum,  that  the  enemy 
had  struck  the  chief  part  of  their  tents  on  the  plain  near  the 
river,  had  crossed  the  gulley  at  the  gcnrge  of  the  great  ravine, 
and  were  ascending  the  heights  in  a  direction  towards  our 
left.  On  making  this  communication  to  the  general,  he 
immediately  ordered  Colonel  Morgan  to  advance  with  his 
corps,  who  was  instructed,  should  he  find  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching, to  hang  on  their  firont  and  flanks,  to  retard  their 
march,  and  cripple  them  as  much  as  possible. 

''About  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  a  report  of  small-arms 
announced  Morgan's  corps  to  be  engaged  in  firont  of  our  left ; 
the  general,  with  his  suite,  was  at  this  time  examining  the 
battery  which  had  been  commenced  on  our  left ;  I  asked  leave 
to  repair  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  was  refiised,  vrith  this 
observation, '  "R  is  your  duty,  sir,  to  vmit  my  orders.'  This 
firing  was  of  short  duration,  but  was  soon  recommenced  with 
redoubled  vigour  :  I  then  made  an  excuse  to  visit  the  picket 
on  the  left  for  intelligence,  put  spurs  to  my  horse,  and,  directed 
by  the  sound,  had  entered  the  wood  about  a  hundred  rods, 
when  the  fire  suddenly  ceased :  I,  however,  pursued  my  course, 
and  the  first  ofBcer  I  fell  in  with  was  Major  Dearborn,  who, 
with  great  animation  and  not  a  little  warmth,  was  forming 
thirty  or  forty  file  of  his  infantry ;  I  exchanged  a  few  v^ords  with 
him,  passed  on  and  met  Major  Morris,  alone,  who  was  never 
so  sprightly  as  under  a  hot  fire ;  firom  him  I  learned  that  the 
corps  was  advancing  by  files  in  two  lines,  when  they  nnex- 
pe<itedly  fell  upon  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  which  they  almott 
instantly  forced,  and,  pursuing  the  fugitives,  their  front  had 
as  unisxpectedly  fallen  in  with  the  British  line  ;  that  several 
officers  and  men  had  been  made  prisoners,  and  that,  to  save 
himself,  he  had  been  obliged  to  push  his  horse  through  the 
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ranks  of  the  eBemy,  and  escaped  by  a  circuitous  route.  To 
diow  me  where  cIib  action  ciMnmenced,  he  leaped  a  fence  into 
the  abasKkmed  field  of  Freeman,  ehoked  up  with  weeds,  and 
led  me  to  the  cabin,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  British 
picket,  but  was  th^i  almost  encircled  with  dead ;  he  then 
cautioned  me  to  keep  a  look-oot  for  the  enemy,  who,  he 
observed,  could  not  be  fiir  from  us ;  and  as  I  never  admired 
expositicm  from  which  neither  advantage  nor  honour  could  be 
dsrivedy  I  croieed  the  an^  of  the  field,  leaped  the  fence,  and 
just  before  me,  on  a  ridge,  I  discovered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Butler  with  three  men,  all  treed;  from  him  I  learned  that 
they  had  'ea^ght  a  Scotch  prise;'  that,  having  forced  the 
{Mcket,  they  had  closed  ¥nth  the  British  line,  had  been 
instantly  routed,  and,  fitmi  the  suddenness  of  the  shock  and 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  v^ere  broken  and  scattered  in  all 
directions ;  he  repeated  Morris's  caution  tome,  and  remarked 
that  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters  were  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  ravine,  and  that,  being  mi  horseback,  I  should  attract  a 
shot.  We  changed  our  position>  and  the  Colonel  inquired 
what  were  Morgan's  orders,  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
seen  a  heavy  colunm  moving  towards  ouir  left.  I  then  turned 
about  to  regain  the  camp,  and  report  to  the  General,  when 
my  ears  were  saluted  by  an  uncinnmon  noise,  which  I 
approached,  and  perceived  Colonel  Morgan,  attended  by  two 
men  only,  who,  with  a  turkey-call,  (an  instrument  made  for 
decoying  the  wild  turkey,)  was  collecting  his  dispersed  troops. 
[A  very  impropriate  instrument,  if  his  men  were  treed."]  The 
nmnent  I  came  up  to  him,  he  burst  into  tears,  and  exclaimed, 
'  I  am  mined,  by  G — d  I  Major  Morris  ran  on  so  rapidly 
with  the.firont,  that  they  were  beaten  before  I  could  get  up 
with  the  rear,  and  my  men  are  scattered  God  knows  where.' 
I  remarked  to  the  Colonel,  that  he  had  a  long  day  before  him 
to  retrieve  an  inauspicious  beginning,  and  informcK)  him  where 
I  had  seen  his  field-officers,  which  appeared  to  cheer  him,  and 
we  parted. 

**  Havii^  reported  to  the  General,  he  ordered  out  Cilley's 
and  Scammel's  regiments  of  New  Hampshh^,  to  march  and 
foil  in  on  the  left  cf  Morgan,  for  which  purpose  I  gave  them 
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the  best  directioB  my  obserraUoa  on  the  gxmmi  eBobM  rat 
to  do.  Theie  regunents  ad^anoed  thiougb  the  voodst  took 
grouad  oa  the  left  of  Morgaa^  and  the  action  was  mewed 
about  one  o'clock,  and  waa  sapfMurtad  vkb  &fkiu  though  avb* 
ject  to  oceaaioBal  pauseB^  aa  tiie  treopa  on  cither  aide  ad- 
vanced, rettrad,  and  shifted  thehr  ground.  HMs  ragimaatt 
of  New  Hampshire,  Van  Ceurtlafid'a  and  Henry  Livingston^ 
ef  New  York,  and  CodK^a  and  Latimer'a  of  the  Cennaeliciit 
BMlitia,  were  aneceasively  led  to  the  fiehl*  wilii  oadeis  to  ex* 
tend  to  the  left»  and  snpport  tbase  points  of  the  acftiott  whem 
they  perceived  the  greatest  pressure ;  onr  right  being  seeored 
by  thickets  and  ravines.  About  three  b'ciocfc;  the  aotbn  h^ 
came  general ;  and  from  that  period  until  vight^aH  the  fira 
of  the  musketry  was  incessant ;  theenemy  bramht  feurfieM- 
pieoes  into  the  eiqiBgeraenty  but  en  oar  side  the  gtennd  wns 
impracticable  for  ariittery.  Tewarda  evening  Genaral 
Learned's  whole  brigade  was  ordered  out,  cenmting  of  Bat* 
ley's,  Weston's,  and  Jackaen's  regimmts^  of  Ifasaachnselta, 
and  James  Livingston's;,  of  New  York,  together  with  Mar^ 
shftll's  reghnent  of  Patterson's  brigade,  and  the  Mnssachn- 
setts  line.  These  troops  got  into  action  with  a  perl  ef  the 
British  light  corps,  wliieh  had  kept  its  greund  to  cover  Bur- 
goyne's  ri^t,  and  a  coIubbb  of  Germans^  whom  ha  had  dravm 
from  his  left  just  about  sunset,  and  of  oonaeqfnence  they  were 
but  lightly  engaged,  as  is  manifest  from  their  loss,  if  these 
columns  had  met  at  an  earlier  hour  of  the  day,  iiuiBWihuig 
decisive  must  have  taken  place,  the  ground  being  <aonswhat 
open  and  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy.  We  had  alwst 
3000  men  on  the  field,  and  the  enemy,  from  Genetal  Bur- 
goyne's  account,  about  SfiOO ;  on  our  part,  the  atresa  of  the 
action  feU  upon  Morgan's  oorpa  and  Pbor'a  hriprie,  and  on 
thel  of  the  enemy  k  vras  chiefly  sustained  by  Hamilton's 
brigade^  eonsistai^  of  the  90th^  31st,  end  6ftl  Brilisfa  inftntry, 
with  a  brigade  of  artillery  under  Cnptain  Janes,  who  was 
killed. 

''  This  battle  was  per&cdy  accidenml ;  netther  of  the  gene* 
rals  meditated  an  irttadc  at  the  time,  and  but  for  Lieutenant^ 
Coinnel  Colbum's  report,  it  woidd  not  have  taken  pkoe; 
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BiHrgoyne'g  tMvemmt  bdng  merely  to  take  grdimd  am  the 
faeigkts  in  fitmt  of  the  gremt  ravine,  to  give  bis  sereral  corpi 
tfaeor  proper  phces  in  line,  to  embrace  our  front  and  eo««r 
bis  transportSt  stores,  proranons  and  ba^age  in  rear  of  Ua 
left;  and  on  our  aide  tiie  defenees  of  oar  camp  beii^  not  half 
completed,  and  reinfoicements  daily  arriving,  it  was  notOe^ 
neral  Gates's  poiky  to  oourt  an  aetion.  The  miscooception 
of  the  adrerse  chief  put  then  on  the  defensiTe»  and  coidfaied 
tfaess  to  the  ground  they  casually  ocaipied  at  the  begianiiig 
of  the  action,  and  pi^rented  a  stngla  manoeuirpe,  dvriag  one 
of  the  longest,  warmest,  and  most  obstinate  battles  fon^t  in 
America.  General  Gates  believed  that  his  antagonist  in* 
tended  to  attack  him,  and  circumstances  appeared  to  justify 
the  like  condusiott  on  the  pajt  of  Borgoyne;  and  as  the 
tliiefcness  and  depth  of  the  intervening  wood  conoealed  the 
position  and  movements  of  either  amy  from  its  adversary, 
sound  eaurtiott  obliged  the  respective  commanders  to  guard 
every  assailabfe  point;  tiras  the  flower  of  the  British  army, 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infentry,  1500  strong,  were  posted 
on  an  eanbence  to  cover  its  right,  and  £^ood  by  their  arms, 
inactive  spectators  of  the  conflict  uatil  near  sunset ;  while 
General  Gistes  was  obliged  to  keep  his  right  wing  on  post,  to 
pnsvent  the  enemy  from  forcing  that  flank,  by  the  plain  bor- 
dfflring  on  the  river.  Had  either  of  the  generals  been  pro- 
perly appriaed  of  the  dispositions  of  his  antagonist,  a  serious 
bloiw  might  have  been  struck  on  our  left  or  the  enemy's  right ; 
but,  although  nothing  is  more  common,  it  is  as  iHiberal  as  it 
is  unjust,  to  determine  the  merits  of  mHitary  operations  by 
events  exdusively. 

**  The  theatre  of  action  wtis  such,  that  dthough  the  com- 
batants cfaanfed  ground  a  doaen  times  in  the  coares  of  tiie 
dby,  the  contest  terminated  on  the  spot  where  it  began. 
This  mmy  be  explained  in  a  few  words.  The  British  line  was 
formed  on  an  eminanee  in  a  thin  pine  wood,  having  before  it 
Freeman's  farm,  as  oblong  field  stretching  from  the  ceiitre 
towards  ite  right,  the  ground  in  front  sloping  gently  down  to 
the  irmqga  of  this  Add,  vrhich  was  bordered  on  the  opposite 
side  by  adose  wood;  the  sangumary  scene  lay  in  the  cleared 
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groondy  between  the  eminence  occupied  by  the  enemy  and 
the  wood  just  described ;  the  fire  of  our  marksmen  fran  this 
wood  was  too  deadly  to  be  withstood  by  the  enemy  in  line, 
and  when  they  gave  way  and  broke,  our  men,  rushing  from 
their  coyert,  pursued  them  to  the  eminence,  wh^re,  having 
their  flanks  protected,  they  rallied,  and  charging  in  turn 
drove  us  back  into  the  wood,  from  whence  a  dreadful  fire 
would  again  force  them  to  fall  back ;  and  in  this  manner  did 
the  battle  fluctuate,  like  waves  of  a  stormy  sea,  with  alter^ 
nate  advantage  for  four  hours,  without  one  moment's  inter- 
mission. The  British  artillery  fell  into  our  possession  at 
every  charge,  but  we  could  neither  turn  the  pieces  upon  the 
enemy,  nor  bring  them  off;  the  wood  prevented  the  last,  and 
the  vrant  of  a  match  the  first,  as  the  lintstock  was  invariably 
carried  off,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  transitions  did  not  allow 
OS  time  to  provide  one.  The  slaughter  of  this  brigade  of 
artillerists  was  remarkable,  the  captain  and  36  men  bdng 
killed  or  wounded  out  of  48.  It  was  truly  a  gallant  conflict, 
in  which  death,  by  familiarity,  lost  his  terrors,  and  certainly 
a  drawn  battle,  as  night  alone  terminated  it;  the  British 
army  keeping  its  ground  in  rear  of  the  fidd  of  action,  and 
our  corps,  when  they  could  no  longer  distinguish  objects, 
retiring  to  their  own  camp.''  The  enemy  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  500  men,  among  whom  was  Captain 
Jones  of  the  artillery.  The  Am^can  loss  was  between  900 
and  400,  among  whom  were  Colonels  Adams  and  Colbum. 

After  recording  many  letters,  4&c,  Wilkinson  continues : 
«« General  Burgoyne,  haying  taken  the  determination  to  vrait 
the  movements  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  against  fort  Montgo- 
mery, turned  his  attention  to  the  fortification  of  his  camp. 
The  army  of  General  Gates  was  actively  employed  in  similar 
labours,  and  the  forest  resounded  un^  tl^  strokes  of  the 
axe.  Nevertheless  the  inaction  of  General  Burgoyne  was  so 
of^KMite  to  his  general  character  and  apparent  interests,  that 
although  the  most  desirable  circumstance  to  General  Gates, 
it  caused  him  some  perplexity.  It  was  belieyed  he  expected 
succour  fiiom  Canada,  which  was  true ;  and  such  dispositions 
were  made  of  our  irregulars,  as  to  render  itoair  arrival  diffi- 
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cult  if  not  impracticable ;  or  he  might,  as  was  the  fact,  be 
waiting  for  co-operation  from  New  Yorit;  and  there  was 
some  apprehension,  that  he  intended  to  transfer  his  army  to  | 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  by  forcing  a  passage  with  his . 
batteaux,  to  turn  our  right  flank,  though  he  had  made  no 
indication  of  such  a  movement.  To  penetrate  any  design  he 
might  have  in  that  direction,  I  crossed  the  river  with  a  de- 
tachment, and  reconnoitred  his  left  flank  closely,  but  could 
make  no  other  discovery  than  that  he  had  thrown  up  a  ike 
de  pont  On  my  return  to  camp,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured 
45  armed  seamen,  who  were  on  a  marauding  party  among 
the  deserted  plantations,  but  could  draw  no  other  information 
from  them  except  that  they  were  attached  to  the  batteaux. 
Our  numbers  increased  daily,  and  for  want  of  suitable  ali- 
ment our  sick  multiplied  proportionably. 

"  Pending  these  scenes  in  the  north,  the  grand  army,  under 
General  Washington  in  the  south,  had  been  obliged,  after  the 
battle  of  Brandy  wine,  to  retire  before  the  superior  force  of 
General  Sir  William  Howe;  and  the  commander-in-chief, 
feeling  sensibly  the  loss  of  Morgan's  corps,  which  he  had 
generously  detached  to  aid  the  northern  army,  made  a  pro- 
visional request  for  its  return.  The  letters  which  passed  on 
that  subject,  will  throw  some  light  on  the  situation  of  the 
respective  commanders  at  that  interesting  epoch.  The  letter 
of  General  Washington  bears  date  the  day  after  Sir  William 
Howe  crossed  the  Schuylkill. 

Camp,  near  Pottsgrove,  Sept  34th,  1777. 
Sir, — ^This  army  has  not  been  able  to  oppose  General 
Howe  with  the  success  that  was  wished,  and  needs  a  rein- 
forcement. I  therefore  request,  if  you  have  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  oblige  General  Burgoyne  to  retreat  to  Ticonderoga ;  or 
if  you  have  not,  and  circumstances  will  admit,  that  you  will 
order  Colonel  Morgan  to  join  me  again  with  his  corps.  I  sent 
him  up  when  I  thought  you  materially  wanted  him,  and  if  his 
services  can  be  dispensed  with  now,  you  will  direct  him  to 
return  immediately.  You  will  perceive  I  do  not  mention  this 
by  way  of  command,  but  leave  you  to  determine  upon  it 
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according  to  your  situation ;  if  they  come,  they  should  pro* 
ceed  by  water  from  Albany  as  low  down  as  PeekskiU ;  in 
such  case  you  will  give  Colonel  Morgan  the  necessary  orders 
to  join  me  with  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  roost  obedient  servant, 

GbOKGE  WASHntGTON. 

Major-General  Gates.       ^  • 

Camp,  Bemas'  Heights,  Oct.  5,  1777. 
Sir, — Since  the  action  of  the  19th  ultimo,  the  enemy  have 
kept  the  ground  they  occupied  the  morning  of  that  day,  and 
fortified  their  camp ;  the  advanced  sentries  of  my  pickets  are 
posted  within  a  shot  of  and  opposite  to  the  enemy's  ;  neither 
side  have  given  ground  an  inch.  In  this  situation,  your  ex- 
cellency would  not  wish  me  to  part  with  the  corps  the  army 
of  General  Burgoyne  are  most  afraid  of.  From  the  best  in- 
telligence, he  has  not  more  than  three  weeks'  provisions  in 
store ;  it  will  take  him  at  least  eight  days  to  get  back  to 
Ticonderoga ;  so  that  in  a  fortnight  at  furthest,  he  must  de- 
cide whether  he  will  really  risk  at  infinite  disadvantage  to 
force  my  camp,  or  retreat  to  his  den :  in  either  case,  I  must 
have  the  fairest  prospect  to  be  able  to  reinforce  your  excel • 
lency  in  a  more  considerable  manner  than  by  a  single  regi- 
ment. I  am  sorry  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  distress  I 
have  suffered  for  want  of  a  proper  supply  of  musket  car- 
tridges from  Springfield,  or  the  materials  to  make  them.  The 
enclosed,  from  the  commissary  of  ordnance  stores  at  Albany, 
will  convince  your  excellency  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
My  anxiety  also,  on  account  of  provisions,  has  been  inex<* 
pressible ;  a  greater  error  has  not  been  committed  this  war, 
than  the  changing  the  commissariat  in  the  middle  of  the  cam- 
paign. You,  sir,  must  have  your  grievances,  I  therefore  will 
not  awaken  them  by  enlarging  upon  mine. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

HOBATIO  GaTBS. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 

**  The  weather  in  the  autumn  of  1777,  on  the  Hudson  river, 
charming,  and  the  time  ^ided  away  wttbout  any  notable 
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•eeumoee.  As  early  at  the  btoolMule  of  Boston^  I  bad  ob* 
ierTed  tbat  beating  ta  arms  freqaently  ppiKhietd  false  alsraiSy 
and  ahrays  fanny ;  I  had  therefore  prevailed  on  the  jgeaeral 
to  forbid  the  practice.  Yet  on  the  afiemooA  ot  the  7th  Oeto* 
bar,  the  advaooed  g«ard  of  the  centre  beat  to  atms ;  the 
alarm  waa  repeated  throughout  the  line,  and  the  troops  re- 
paired to  their  alarm-posts.  I  was  at  head-qnarlers  whm 
this  happened,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Greneral, 
moonted  my  horse  to  inquire  the  cause ;  bat  oa  reaehiag  the 
guard  where  the  beat  commenced,  I  could  obtain  no  oth^ 
sadislection,  but  that  some  perscxi  had  reported  the  enemy  to 
be  advaneii^  against  our  left.  I  proceeded  over  open  ground, 
and,  ascending  a  gentle  acclivity  in  front  of  the  guard,  I  per- 
ceived, about  half  a  mile  from  the  line  of  our  encampment, 
several  columns  of  the  enemy,  sixty  or  seventy  rods  from  me, 
entering  a  wheat-field  which  had  not  been  cut,  and  was  sepsr 
rated  from  me  by  a  small  rivulet ;  and  without  my  glass  I 
could  distmctly  mark  their  every  movement.  After  entering 
the  field,  they  displayed,  formed  the  line,  and  sat  down  in 
double  rai^  with  their  arms  between  their  legs.  Foragers 
then  proceeded  to  cut  the  wheat  or  standing  straw,  and  I 
soon  after  observed  several  officers,  mounted  on  the  top  of  a 
cabin,  from  whence  with  their  glasses  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  reconnoitre  our  left,  which  was  concealed  from  their 
view  by  intervening  woods. 

**  Having  satisfied  myself,  after  fifteen  mumtes'  attentive 
observation,  that  no  attack  was  meditated,  I  returned  and 
reported  to  the  General,  who  asked  me  what  appeared  to  be 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy.  '  They  are  foraging,  and  endea- 
vouring to  reconnoitre  your  left ;  and  I  think,  sir,  they  oflbr 
you  battle.'  *  What  is  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  what 
your  ojmiions?'  *  Their  fix>nt  is  open,  and  their  flanks  rest 
on  woods,  under  cover  of  which  they  nuiy  be  attacked ;  their 
right  is  skirted  by  a  lofty  height  I  vrouki  indulge  them.' 
'  WeU,  then,  order  on  Morgan  to  b^n  the  game.'  I  waited 
on  the  colonel,  whose  corps  was  formed  in  front  of  our  centre, 
and  delivered  the  order;  he  knew  the  ground,  and  inquired 
the  position  of  the  enemy :  they  were  formed  across  a  newly 
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cultiTated  field,  their  grenadiers  with  several  field-pieces  on 
the  left,  bordering  on  a  wood  and  a  small  ravine  formed  by 
the  rivulet  before  alluded  to ;  their  light  infantry  on  the  right 
covered  by  a  worm-fence  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  before  men- 
tioned, thickly  covered  with  wood ;  their  centre  composed  of 
British  and  German  battalions.  Colonel  Morgan,  with  his 
usual  sagacity,  proposed  to  make  a  circuit  with  his  corps  by 
our  left,  and  under  cover  of  the  wood  to  gain  the  height  on 
the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  from  thence  commence  his  attack, 
so  soon  as  our  fire  should  be  opened  against  their  left ;  the 
plan  was  the  best  which  could  be  devised,  and  no  doubt 
contributed  essentially  to  the  prompt  and  decisive  victory  we 
gained. 

"  This  proposition  was  approved  by  the  General,  and  it 
was  concerted  that  time  should  be  ijlowed  the  Colonel  to 
make  the  proposed  circuit,  and  gain  his  station  on  the  enemy's 
right  before  the  attack  should  be  made  on  their  left ;  Poor's 
brigade  was  ordered  for  this  service,  and  the  attack  was  com- 
menced in  due  season  on  the  flank  and  firont  of  the  British 
grenadiers,  by  the  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  troops. 

<<  True  to  his  ^purpose,  Morgan,  at  this  critical  moment, 
poured  dovm  like  a  torrent  from  the  hill,  and  attacked  the 
right  of  the  enemy  in  front  and  flank.  Dearborn,  at  the 
moment  when  the  enemy's  light  infantry  were  attempting  to 
change  front,  pressed  forward  with  ardour,  and  delivered  a 
close  fire ;  then  leaped  the  fence,  shouted,  charged,  and  gal- 
lantly forced  them  to  retire  in  disorder ;  yet,  headed  by  that 
intrepid  soldier,  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  they  were  immediately 
rallied,  and  re-formed  behind  a  fence  in  rear  of  their  first* 
position;  but  being  now  attacked  with  great  audacity  in 
front  and  flank  by  superior  numbers,  resistance  became  vain; 
,and  the  whole  line,  commanded  by  Burgoyne  in  person,  gave 
way,  and  made  a  precipitate  and  disorderly  retreat  to  his 
camp,  leaving  2  twelve,  and  6  six-pounders  on  the  field,  with 
the  loss  of  more  than  400  oflicers  and  men  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured,  and  among  them  the  flower  of  his  officers,  viz., 
Brigadier-General  Frazer,  Mqor  Ackland,  commanding  the 
gnmadiers ;  Sir  Francis  Clarke,  his  first  aid-de-camp ;  Major 
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Williams,  commanding  officer  of  the  artillery;  Captain 
Money,  deputy  quartermaater-geoeraU  luid  many  others. 
After  delivering  the  order  to  General  Poor,  aad  directing  hiai 
to  the  point  of  attack,  I  was  peremptorily  commanded  to  1^ 
pair  to  the  rear,  and  order  up  Ten  BrcBck's  brigade  of  York 
militia,  3000  strong ;  I  performed  this  service,  and  regained 
the  field  of  battle  at  the  moment  the  enemy  had  turned  their 
backs,  fifty-two  minutes  after  the  first  shot  was  fired.  The 
ground  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  British  grenadiers^ 
presented  a  scene  of  onnplicated  horror  and  exultation.  In 
the  square  space  of  twelve  or  fifteen  yards,  lay  eighteen  gre- 
nadiers in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  three  officers  propped  up 
against  stumps  of  trees,  two  of  them  mortally  wounded, 
bleeding,  and  almost  speechless;  what  a  spectacle  for  one 
whose  bosom  glowed  with  philanthropy ;  and  how  vehement 
the  impulse,  which  can  excite  men  of  sensibility  to  seek  such 
scenes  of  barbarism  I  I  found  the  courageous  Colonel  Cilley 
a-straddle  of  a  brass  twelve-pounder,  and  exulting  in  the  cap- 
ture— whilst  a  surgeon,  a  man  of  great  worth,  who  was  dress* 
ing  one  of  the  officers,  raising  his  blood-besmeared  hands  in 
a  frenzy  of  patriotism,  exclaimed,  Wilkinson,  I  have  dipped  my 
hands  in  British  Uood.  He  received  a  sharp  rebuke  for  his 
brutality ;  and,  with  the  troops,  I  pursued  the  hard-pressed, 
flying  enemy,  passing  over  killed  and  wounded,  until  I 
heard  one  exclaim,  'Protect  me,  sir,  against  this  boy  I' 
Turning  my  eyes,  it  was  my  fortune  to  arrest  the  purpose  of 
a  lad,  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  old,  in  the  act  of  taking  aim 
at  a  wounded  dKcer,  who  lay  in  the  angle  of  a  worm-fence. 
Inquiring  his  rank,  he  answered,  *  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand the  grenadiers ;  *  of  course,  I  knew  him  to  be  Major 
AcUand,  who  had  been  brought  from  the  field  to  this  place, 
on  the  back  of  a  Captain  Shrimpton  of  his  own  corps,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  and  was  here  deposited  to  save  the  lives  of  both. 
I  dismounted,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  expressed  hopes  that 
he  was  not  badly  wounded.  '  Not  badly,'  replied  this  gallant 
officer  and  accomplished  gentleman,  *  but  very  inconvtsniently ; 
I  am  shot  through  both  legs :  vrill  you,  sir,  have  the  goodness 
to  have  me  conveyed  to  your  campt'    I  directed  ray  servant 
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to  alight,  and  we  lifted  Ackland  into  his  seat,  and*  ordered  him 
to  be  conducted  to  head-quarters.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
scene  of  renewed  action,  which  embraced  Burgoyne's  right- 
flank  defence,  and  extending  to  his  left,  crossed  a  hollow, 
covered  with  wood,  about  forty  rods  to  the  entrenchments  of 
the  light  infantry :  the  roar  of  cannon  and  small-arm9  at  this 
juncture  was  sublime,  between  the  enemy,  behind  their 
works,  and  our  troops,  entirely  exposed  or  partially  sheltered 
by  trees,  stumps,  or  hollows,  at  various  distances,  not  exceed- 
ing 120  yards.  This  right-flank  defence  of  the  enemy,  occu- 
pied by  the  Uerman  corps  of  Breyman,  consisted  of  a  breast- 
work of  rails,  piled  horizontally  between  perpendicular 
pickets,  driven  into  the  earth,  formed  en  potence  to  the  rest 
of  the  line,  and  extended  about  350  yards  across  an  open 
field,  and  was  covered  on  the  right  by  a  battery  of  two  guns. 
The  interval  from  the  left  to  the  British  light  infantry,  was 
committed  to  the  defence  of  the  provincialists,  who  occupied 
a  couple  of  log-cabins.  The  Germans  were  encamped  imme- 
diately behind  the  rail  breast-work,  and  the  ground  in  front 
of  it  declined  in  a  very  gentle  slope  for  about  120  yards, 
when  it  sunk  abruptly ;  our  troops  had  formed  a  line  under 
this  declivity,  and,  covered  breast-high,  were  warmly  engaged 
with  the  Gcr  v:ris.  From  this  position,  about  sunset,  I  per- 
ceived Brigu  .ier-General  Learned  advancing  towards  the 
enemy  with  his  brigade,  in  open  column ;  I  think  with  Colonel 
M.  Jackson's  regiment  in  front,  as  I  saw  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Brooks,  who  commanded  it,  near  the  General  when  I  rode  up 
to  him :  on  saluting  this  brave  old  soldier,  he  inquired, '  Where 
can  I  put  in  with  most  advantage?'  I  had  particularly  ex- 
amined the  ground  between  the  left  of  the  Grermans  and  the 
light  infantry,  occupied  by  the  provincialists,  from  whence  I 
had  observed  a  slack  Are ;  I  therefore  recommended  to  General 
Learned  to  incline  to  his  right,  and  attack  at  this  point :  he 
did  so  with  great  gallantry;  the  provincialists  abandoned 
their  position  and  fled ;  the  German  flank  was  by  this  means 
uncovered ;  they  were  assaulted  vigorously,  overturned  in  five 
minutes,  and  retreated  in  disorder,  leaving  their  gallant  com- 
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel  Breyman,  dead  on  the  field.    By 
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dislodging  this  corps,  the  whole  British  encampment  was  laid 
open  to  us ;  but  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  the  fatigue 
of  the  men,  and  the  disorder  incident  to  undisciplined  troops 
after  so  desultory  an  action,  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  im- 
prove the  advantage ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  Greneral 
Burgoyne  broke  up  his  camp,  and  retired  to  his  original  posi- 
tion, which  he  had  fortified,  behind  the  great  ravine." 

We  have  omitted  Wilkinson's  remarks  on  (Seneral  Arnold, 
because  we  do  not  think  it  right  to  condemn  him  until  the 
proper  period  arrives.  We  abhor  traitors,  but  we  love  jus- 
tice; and  as  long  as  Arnold  fights  the  battles  of  America,  we 
should  at  least  give  him  credit  for  couragCf  if  we  deny  him 
everything  else.  After  fighting  in  the  field  with  a  fierceness 
amounting  to  desperation,  he  rushed  like  an  ocean  wave  upon 
Burgoyne  himself,  and  drove  him  precipitately  into  his  camp. 
After  a  most  sanguinary  action,  he  entered  the  works  of  the 
enemy  with  a  few  bold  and  daring  men,  when  he  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  «ame  leg  that  was  shattered  at  Quebec. 
He  was  obliged  to  retire,  but  his  party  continued  the  attack 
until  dark. 

Burgoyne,  unable  either  to  advance  or  maintain  his  present 
position,  resolved  to  attempt  to  save  his  army  by  a  retreat  to 
Saratoga,  where  he  intended  to  cross  the  river.  Leaving  his 
hospital  of  sick  and  wounded  at  the  mercy  of  the  Americans, 
who  treated  them  well,  he  conunenced  his  retreat  on  the  9th, 
but  Gates  had  anticipated  him  by  detaching  a  strong  division 
of  his  army  to  take  post  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hudson,  op- 
posite Saratoga.  He  had  also  thrown  some  militia  into  fort 
Edward,  so  that  Burgoyne  found  both  his  retreat  and  his 
provisions  cut  off.  After  various  unsuccessfiil  attempts  to 
escape  and  some  hot  skirmishing,  the  British  commander 
called  a  council  of  war  on  the  13th,  when  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  to  propose  terms  to  General  Gates.  While  the 
council  were  deliberating,  an  eighteen-pound  shot  passed  over 
their  table,  a  very  strong  and  impressive  argument  in  favour 
of  a  capitulation.  Preliminaries  being  settled,  the  British 
army,  consisting  of  5700  eflective  men,  the  remains  of  an 
army  of  10,000,  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  on  the  17th 
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of  October.  They  marched  out  of  their  ouip  ftad  deposifted 
their  i^ruis  along  the  Hudion  near  Saratoga,  or  SchuylerviUe* 
oa  the  low  ground,  where  a  French  fort  oooe  stood,  the 
remains  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen.  The  British  army  wai 
supiJied  with  food,  and  sent  to  Boston. 

**  But  now  Britannia's  chief,  with  proud  disdain, 
Coop*d  ID  his  camp,  demands  the  field  again; 
Back  to  their  fete  his  splendid  host  he  diew, 
Sweird  high  their  zage,  and  led  the  chaige  anew ; 
Again  the  batteriea  roar,  the  lightnings  play, 
Again  they  fall,  again  they  roll  away ; 
For  now  Colombia,  with  rebounding  might, 
Foird  quiek  their  columns,  but  confined  the  flight : 
Hei  wings,  like  fierce  tonados,  gyring  ran, 
CrashM  their  wide  flanks,  and  gain'd  their  fiyiag  vsq  ; 
Here  Arnold  charged;  the  hero  storm'd  and  pour'd 
A  thousand  thunders  where  he  tumM  his  sword ; 
No  pause,  no  parley ;  onward  far  he  frayM, 
Dispersed  whole  squadrons  every  bound  he  made, 
Broke  tiuKNigh  tfieir  rampart,  seised  their  camp  and  stores^ 
And  i^aek'd  die  standard  fiom  their  broken  towers. 

Aghast,  confounded  in  the  midway  field, 
They  drop  their  arms ;  the  banded  nations  yield. 
When  sad  Burgoyne,  in  one  disastrous  day, 
Sees  future  crowns  and  former  wreaths  decay, 
His  banners  furlM,  his  long  battalions  wheeled 
T6  pile  their  muskets  on  the  batde-field ; 
While  two  pseific  armies  shade  one  plain, 
The  mighty  Tictors  and  the  captive  train." 

Nothing  can  show  the  horrors  of  war  in  so  striking  a  man- 
ner as  the  recital  of  individual  suflerings.  We  sympathize 
with  the  few,  while  we  read  the  suflerings  of  the  multitude 
as  a  pleasing  tale. 

The  Baroness  de  Reidesei  and  Lady  Harriet  Ackland  fol- 
lowed their  husbands,  the  Baron  de  Reidesei  and  Major  Ack- 
land, officers  in  Burgoyne*s  army,  through  this  difficult  and, 
to  them,  most  disastrous  campaign. 

Extract  from  the  Baroness  de  ReidesePs  JVarrative. 
**As  we  had  to  march  still  further,  I  ordered  a  large  calash 
to  be  built,  ci^ble  of  holding  my  three  children,  myself  and 


L 


1777.]  nxvmamm.  3S9 

—    ■  ■  -  ■         .-  -  III 

two  female  servants;  in  this  maimer  we  moved  with  the 
army  in  tb^  midst  of  the  soldiery^  who  were  velry  raerry» 
sioging  tfofigs  aad  panting  for  action.  We  had  to  trarel 
through  almost  impassable  woods  and  a  moat  pieturesque  imd 
beaatiAil  country,  which  was  abandoned  by  its  mhabitantii 
who  had  repaii^  to  the  standard  of  General  Gales;  tbty 
added  much  to  his  strength,  as  they  were  all  gpod  marksmes 
and  fitted  by  habit  tot  the  species  of  warfare  the  conmding 
parties  were  then  engaged  in-^and  the  lore  of  theil-  country 
inspired  them  with  more  than  ordinary  courage*  The  army 
had  shortly  to  encamp :  I  generally  remained  about  an  hour's 
march  in  the  rear,  whei^  I  received  daily  visits  from  my  hus- 
band; the  army  was  frequently  engaged  in  small  affairs,  but 
nothing  of  importance  took  place;  and  as  the  season  wai 
gettmg  cold,  Major  Williams  of  the  artillery  proposed  lo 
have  a  house  built  for  me  with  a  chimney,  obeerving  that  it 
would  not  cost  more  than  five  or  sit  guineas,  and  that  the  fie* 
quent  change  of  quartei^s  was  very  inconvenient  to  me.  It 
was  accordin^y  built,  and  was  called  the  Block-house,  from 
its  square  form  and  the  resemblance  it  bore  to  those  buildings. 

**  On  the  I9th  of  September,  an  aflair  bappenM,  which, 
althou^  it  turned  out  to  our  advantage,  yet  obliged  us  to 
halt  at  a  place  called  Freeman's  farm ;  I  was  an  eye-witness 
to  the  vrhde  aflair,  and  as  my  husband  was  engaged  in  it,  I 
was  full  of  anxiety,  and  trembled  at  every  shot  I  heard ;  I 
saw  a  great  number  of  the  wounded,  and  what  added  to  the 
distress  of  the  scene,  three  of  them  were  brou^t  into  the 
house  in  which  I  took  shelter ;  one  was  a  Major  Hamage, 
of  the  62d  British  regiment,  the  husband  of  a  lady  of  my  ae* 
quaintance;  another  was  a  lieutenant,  married  to  a  lady  with 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy,  and  the 
third  was  an  oflicer  of  the  name  of  Young. 

"In  a  short  time  afterwards  I  heard  groans  proceeding  from 
a  room  near  mine,  and  knew  they  must  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  sufferings  of  the  last-mentioned  officer,  who  lay  writh- 
ing in  his  wounds. 

"  His  mournful  situation  interested  me  much,  and  the  more 
so,  because  the  recollection  of  many  polite  attentions,  received 
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from  a  &mily  of  that  name  during  my  visit  to  England,  was 
still  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind.  I  sent  to  him  and 
begged  him  to  accept  my  best  services,  and  afterwards  fur- 
nished him  with  food  and  refreshments ;  he  expressed  a  great 
desire  to  see  me,  politely  calling  me  his  ben^efactress.  I  ac- 
cordingly visited  him,  and  found  him  lying  on  a  little  straw, 
as  he  had  lost  his  equipage.  He  was  a  young  man,  eighteen 
or  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  really  the  beloved  nephew  of 
the  Mr.  Young,  the  head  of  the  family  I  have  mentioned,  and 
the  only  son  of  his  parents.  This  last  circumstance  viras  what 
he  lamented  most ;  as  to  his  pain,  he  thought  lightly  of  it. 
He  had  lost  much  blood,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to  am- 
putate his  leg,  but  this  he  would  not  consent  to,  and  of  course 
a  mortification  took  place.  I  sent  him  my  cushions  and  cov- 
erings, and  my  female  friends  sent  him  a  mattrass.  I  re- 
doubled my  attentions  to  him,  and  visited  him  every  day,  for 
which  I  received  a  thousand  wishes  for  my  happiness.  At 
last  his  limb  was  amputated,  but  it  was  too  late,  and  he  died 
the  following  day.  As  he  lay  in  the  next  room  to  me,  and 
the  partition  was  very  thin,  I  distinctly  heard  his  last  sigh, 
when  his  ttnmortal  part  quitted  its  frail  tenement,  and,  I  trust, 
winged  its  way  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  bliss. 

«  But  severe  trials  awaited  us,  and  on  the  7th  October  our 
misfortunes  began.  I  was  at  breakfast  with  my  husband, 
and  heard  that  something  was  intended.  On  the  same  day 
I  expected  Generals  Burgoyne,  Phillips,  and  Frazer,  to  dine 
with  us.  I  saw  a  great  movement  among  the  troops ;  my 
husband  told  me  it  was  merely  a  reconnoissance,  which  gave 
me  no -concern,  as  it  often  happened.  I  walked  out  of  the 
house  and  met  several  Indians  in  their  war-dresses,  with  guns 
in  their  hands.  When  I  asked  them  where  they  were  going, 
they  cried  out.  War !  War !  (meaning  that  they  were  going 
to  battle.)  This  filled  me  with  apprehension,  and  I  had 
scarcely  got  home,  before  I  heard  reports  of  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry, which  grew  louder  by  degrees,  till  at  last  the  noise 
became  excessive.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in- 
stead of  the  guests  whom  I  expected.  General  Frazer  was 
brought  on  a  litter,  mortally  wounded.    The  table,  which  was 
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already  set,  was  instantly  removed,  and  a  bed  placed  in  its 
stead  for  the  wounded  general.  I  sat  trembling  in  a  corner ; 
the  noise  grew  loi^der  and  the  alarm  increased ;  the  thought 
that  my  husband  might  perhaps  be  brought  in,  wounded  in 
the  same  manner,  was  terrible  to  me,  and  distressed  me  ex- 
ceedingly. General  Frazer  said  to  the  surgeon,  ^TeU  me  if 
my  wound  is  mortal:  do  not  flatter  me.^  The  ball  had  passed 
through  his  body,  and,  unhappily  for  the  General,  he  had 
eaten  a  very  hearty  breakfast,  by  which  the  stomach  was 
distended,  and  the  ball,  as  the  surgeon  said,  had  passed 
through  it.  I  heard  him  often  exclaim,  with  a  sigh,  '  Oh ! 
fatal  ambition  I  Poor  General  Burgoyne !  Oh !  my  poor 
wife !'  He  was  asked  if  he  had  any  request  to  make,  to 
which  he  replied,  that  <  if  General  JBurgoyne  would  permit  it, 
he  should  like  to  be  buried  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on 
the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  a  redoubt  which  had  been  built 
there.'  I  did  not  know  which  way  to  turn ;  all  the  other 
rooms  were  full  of  sick.  Towards  evening  I  saw  my  husband 
coming ;  then  I  forgot  all  my  sorrows^  and  thanked  God  that 
he  was  spared  to  me.  He  ate  in  great  haste  with  me  and  his 
aid-de-camp,  behind  the  house.  We  had  been  told  that  we 
had  the  advantage  of  the  enemy,  but  the  sorrowful  faces  I 
beheld  told  a  different  tale;  and  before  my  husband  went 
away,  he  took  me  on  one  side,  and  said  everything  was  going 
very  bad ;  that  I  must  keep  myself  in  readiness  to  leave  the 
place,  but  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one.  I  made  the  pretence 
that  I  would  move  the  next  morning  into  my  new  house,  and 
had  everything  packed  up  ready. , 

"  Lady  Harriet  Ackland  had  a  tent  not  far  from  our  house ; 
in  this  she  slept,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  she  was  in  the  camp. 
All  of  a  sudden,  a  man  came  to  tell  her  that  her  husband  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner.  On  hearing  this  she 
became  very  miserable;  we  comforted  her,  by  telling  her  that 
the  wound  was  only  slight ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  advised 
her  to  go  over  to  her  husband— to  do  which,  she  would  cer- 
tainly obtain  permission — and  then  she  could  attend  him  her- 
self: she  was  a  charming  woman,  and  very  fond  of  him.  I 
spent  much  of  the  night  in  comforting  her,  and  then  went 
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again  to  my  children,  whom  I  had  put  to  bed.  I  ooaM  not  go 
to  sleep,  as  I  had  General  Frazer,  and  all  the  other  wounded 
gentlemen  in  my  room,  and  I  was  sadly  afraid  my  children 
would  awake,  and  by  their  crying,  disturb  the  dying  man  in 
his  last  moments ;  who  often  addressed  me,  and  apologized 
*far  the  troMe  he  gave  me.*  About  three  o'clock  in  tile 
morning,  I  was  told  that  he  could  not  hold  out  much  longor : 
I  had  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  near  approach  of  this  sad 
crisis ;  and  I  then  wrapped  up  my  children  in  their  clothes, 
and  went  with  them  into  the  room  below.  About  e^fat 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  died.  After  he  was  laid  out,  and 
his  corpse  wrapped  up  in  a  sheet,  we  came  again  into  the 
room,  and  had  this  sorrowjful  sight  before  us  the  whole  day; 
and  to  add  to  the  melancholy  scene,  almost  every  mooient, 
some  oflScer  of  my  acquaintance  was  brought  in  wounded. 
The  cannonade  commenced  again :  a  retreat  was  spoken  <^, 
but  not  the  smallest  motion  was  made  towards  it.  About 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  saw  the  house  which  had  just 
been  built  tot  me,  in  flames,  and  the  enemy  wa»  now  not  far 
off  We  knew  that  General  Burgoyne  would  not  reftise  the 
last  request  of  General  Prazer ;  though,  by  his  acceding  to  it, 
an  unnecessary  delay  was  occasioned,  by  which  the  incon- 
venience of  the  army  was  much  increased.  At  six  o'clock, 
the  corpse  was  brought  out,  and  we  saw  all  the  generals 
attend  it  to  the  mountain  $  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Brudendl,  per* 
formed  the  funeral  service,  rend^^  unusually  scrfenm  and 
awftil,  from  its  being  accompanied  by  constant  peals  fit>m  the 
enemy's  artillery.  Many  cannon-balls  flew  close  by  me ;  but 
I  had  my  eyes  directed  tovrards  the  mountain,  where  my 
husband  was  standing,  amidst  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and,  of 
course,  I  could  not  think  of  my  ovm  danger." 

General  Gates  afterwards  said,  that  if  he  had  known  it  had 
been  a  ftmeral,  he  would  not  hare  permitted  it  to  be  fired  on. 

'*As  soon  as  the  fiineral  service  was  finidied,  and  the  grave 
of  General  Fluzer  was  closed,  an  order  was  issued  that  the 
army  should  retreat.  My  calash  was  prepared,  but  I  would 
not  consent  to  go  before  the  troops.  Major  Hamage,  although 
suflering  flrom  his  wounds,  crept  firom  his  bed,  as  he  did  not 
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wifih  to  reaMtin  in  the  bo0|»tal,  which  was  left  with  a  flag  of 
truce.  When  General  Reidesel  saw  me  in  the  midst  of 
danger,  he  ordered  my  women  and  children  to  be  brou^ 
into  the  calash*  and  intimated  to  me  to  dqmit  without  delay. 
I  stiU  prayed  to  remam,  b«t  ray  hosband,  knowing  my  weak 
aide,  said,  *  Well,  then  your  childrtti  most  go,  that,  at  leaat, 
they  may  be  safe  firom  danger/  I  then  agreed  to  enter  the 
calash  with  theam  and  we  set  off  at  eight  o'clock. 

''  The  retreat  was  ordered  to  be  conducted  with  the  greatest 
silence ;  many  fires  were  lighted,  and  several  tents  were  left 
standii^;  we  travelled  continually  durii^  the  night.  At  six 
o'docfc  in  the  morning  we  halted,  which  excited  the  surprise 
of  all ;  General  Bui^yne  had  the  cannon  ranged  and  counted ; 
this  delay  seeoaed  to  displease  every  body,  lor  if  we  could 
only  have  made  another  good  nwuroh,  we  should  have  been  in 
safety.  My  husband^  cpiite  exhausted  with  fatigue,  came  into 
my  calash,  and  dopt  fat  three  hours ;  during  that  time  Cap- 
tain WiUoe  brottgbt  me  a  bag  full  of  bank^^notai,  and  Captain 
Geismar  Us  elegant  watch,  a  ring,  and  a  purse  full  of  money, 
which  they  requested  me  to  take  oare  of,  and  which  I  pro- 
mised to  do  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  We  again  marched, 
but  had  scarcely  proceeded  an  hour  before  we  halted,  as  the 
enemy  was  in  sight ;  it  proved  to  be  only  a  reconnoitring 
party  of  90O  men,  who  might  easily  ha^e  been  made  prisoners, 
if  General  Burgoyne  had  given  proper  orders  on  the  occasion. 

**  The  Indians  had  now  lost  their  courage  and  were  depart- 
ing tor  their  homes ;  these  people  iq>peared  to  droop  much 
under  adversity,  and  especially  when  they  had  no  prospect  of 
fdunder.  One  of  ray  waiting-women  vras  in  a  state  of  despair, 
which  approaehed  to  madoesa;  she  cursed  and  tore  her  hair, 
and,  when  I  attempted  to  reason  with  her  and  to  pacify  her, 
she  asked  me  if  I  vras  not  grieved  at  our  situation ;  and  upon 
my  saying '  I  was,'  she  tore  her  cap  off  her  head,  and  let  her 
hair  drop  over  her  fece,  saying  to  me, '  It  is  very  easy  for  you 
to  be  compoaed  and  talk ;  you  have  your  husband  with  you ; 
I  have  none,  and  what  remains  to  me  but  the  proepeet  of 
perishing  or  losing  all  i  have  f  I  again  bade  her  to  take  com- 
fort, and  assured  her  I  would  mahe  good  whatever  she  might 
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happen  to  loee ;  and  I  made  the  same  promise  to  Ellen,  my 
other  waiting-woman,  who,  though  filled  with  ^prehensions, 
made  no  complaints. 

^< About  evening  we  arrived  at  Saratoga;  my  dress  was  wet 
thrcNigh  and  through  with  rain,  and  in  that  state  I  had  to 
remain  the  whole  night,  having  no  place  to  change  it ;  X  how- 
ever got  close  to  a  large  fire,  and  at  last  lay  down  on  some 
straw.  At  this  moment,  Greneral  Phillips  came  up  to  nie»  and 
I  asked  him  why  we  had  not  continued  our  retreat,  as  my 
husband  had  promised  to  cover  it  and  bring  the  army  through? 
'  Poor,  dear  woman,'  said  he,  <  I  wonder  how,  drenched  as 
you  are,  you  have  the  courage  still  to  persevere  and  venture 
further  in  this  kind  of  weather ;  I  wish,'  continued  he,  *  you 
were  our  commanding  general.  General  Burgoyne  is  tired, 
and  means  to  halt  here  to-night,  and  give  us  our  supper.' 

«<0n  themorningof  theOth,at  ten  o'clock,  General  Burgoyne 
ordered  the  retreat  to  be  continued,  and  caused  the  handsome 
houses  and  mills  of  General  Schuyler  to  be  burned ;  we 
marched,  however,  but  a  short  distance,  and  then  halted. 
The  greatest  misery,  at  this  time,  prevailed  in  the  army,  and 
more  than  thirty  officers  came  to  me,  for  whom  tea  andcofiee 
was  prepared,  and  with  whom  I  shared  all  my  provisions, 
with  which  my  calash  was,  in  general,  well  supplied :  for  I 
had  a  cook,  who  was  an  excellent  caterer,  and  who  often,  in 
the  night,  crossed  small  rivers  and  foraged  on  the  inhabitants, 
bringing  in  with  him  sheep,  small  pigs,  and  poultry,  for  which 
he  very  often  forgot  to  pay,  though  he  received  good  pay  from 
me,  as  long  as  I  had  any,  and  was,  ultimately,  handsomely 
rewarded.  Our  provisions  now  fiiiled  us  for  want  of  proper 
o<mduct  in  the  commissary's  department,  and  I  began  to 
despair.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  again  heard 
a  firing  of  cannon  and  small-arms ;  instantly  all  was  alarm, 
and  everything  in  motion.  My  husband  tdd  me  to  go  to  a 
house  not  fiir  off;  I  immediately  seated  myself  in  my  calash, 
with  my  children,  and  drove  ofl^  but  scarcely  had  we  reached 
it,  before  I  discovered  five  or  six  armed  men  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Hudson ;  instinctively  I  threw  my  children  down  in  the 
calash,  and  then  concealed  myself  with  them ;  at  that  moment 
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the  fellows  fired,  and  wounded  an  already  wounded  English 
soldier,  who  was  behind  me ;  poor  fellow,  I  pitied  him  exceed- 
inj|[ly,  but,  at  that  nMHuent,  had  no  means  or  power  to  relieve 
him.  A  terrible  cannonade  was  conmienced  by  the  enemy, 
which  was  directed  against  the  house  in  which  I  sought  to 
obtain  shdter  for  myself  and  children,  under  the  miwtaken 
idea  that  all  the  generals  were  in  it.  Alas  I  it  contained  none 
but  wounded  and  women ;  we  were  at  last  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  cellar  for  refiige,  and,  in  one  comer  of  this,  I  remained 
the  whde  day,  my  children  sleeping  on  the  earth  with  their 
heads  in  my  lap,  and,  in  the  same  situation,  I  passed  a  sleep- 
less night.  Eleren  cannon*balb  passed  through  the  house, 
and  we  could  distinctly  hear  them  roll  away.  One  poor 
soldier,  who  was  lying  on  a  table,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
his  leg  amputated,  was  struck  by  a  shot,  which  carried  away 
his  other ;  his  comrades  had  left  him,  and  when  we  went  to 
his  assistance,  we  found  him  in  a  corner  of  the  room^  into 
which  be  had  crept,  more  dead  than  alive,  scaicely  breathing. 
My  reflections  on  the  danger  to  which  my  husband  was 
exposed,  now  agonised  me  exceedingly,  and  the  thoughts  of 
my  children,  and  the  necessity  of  struggling  for  their  preser- 
vation, alone  sustained  me. 

*^  The  ladies  of  the  army  who  were  with  me  were,  Mrs. 
Harnage ;  a  Mrs.  Kennels,  the  widow  of  a  lieutenant  who 
was  killed,  and  the  lady  of  the  commissary.  Major  Harnage, 
his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Kennels,  made  a  little  room  in  a  comer, 
with  curtains  to  it,  and  wished  to  do  the  same  for  me,  but  I 
preferred  being  near  the  door,  in  case  of  ire.  Not  fiur  off, 
my  woman  slept,  and  opposite  to  us  three  English  olScers, 
who,  though  wounded,  were  determined  not  to  be  left  behind ; 
one  of  them  was  Captain  Green,  an  aid-de-camp  to  Major- 
General  Phillips,  a  very  valuable  officer,  and  most  agreeable 
man.  They  each  made  me  a  most  sacred  promise  not  to 
leave  me  behind,  and  in  case  of  a  sudden  retreat,  that  they 
would  each  of  them  take  one  of  my  children  on  his  horse ;  and 
for  myself,  one  of  my  husband's  was  in  constant  readiness. 

^*  Our  cook,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned,  procured  us 
our  meals :  but  we  were  in  want  o[  water,  and  I  was  often 
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obKged  to  dnnk  wine,  and  to  give  it  to  my  chfldrea.  It  ww 
the  only  thing  my  husband  took,  which  made  our  futhful 
hunter  (Rockel)  express  one  day  h»  a^^irekensioiis,  that  tke 
general  was  weary  of  his  life,  or  fearlul  of  being  takeni  as  he 
drank  so  much  wine/  The  constant  danger  whioh  my  hue* 
band  was  in,  kept  me  in  a  state  of  wretQ|iedness»  and  I  a^ed 
myself  if  it  was  possible  I  should  be  the  <mly  happy  one,  and 
have  my  husband  spared  to  me  unhurt^  enpoeed,  as  he  was»  t6 
80  many  perils.  He  ne^er  entered  his  tent,  but  laid  down 
whde  nights  by  the  watch«>fires;  this»  akme^  was  enongh  to 
have  killed  him,  the  cold  was  so  intense. 

*'  The  want  of  water  distressed  us  rauoh ;  at  length  we 
foimd  a  soldier^s  wife,  who  had  courage  enough  to  fetch  us 
•ome  frMi  the  riter ;  an  office  nobody  else  would  ondertake) 
is  the  Americans  shot  at  every  person  who  approached  it ; 
but,  out  of  respect  for  her  sex,  they  never  molested  her. 
*  '*  I  now  occupied  myself  through  the  day,  in  attending  the 
wounded :  I  nukle  them  tea  and  cofiee,  and  often  shared  my 
dinner  with  thcsn,  for  which  they  ofi^red  me  t  thousand  est- 
pressions  of  gratitude.  One  day»  a  Canadian  officer  came  to 
Our  cellar,  who  had  scarcely  the  power  of  h(d^^  himself 
upright,  and  we .  concluded  that  he  was  dying  for  want  of 
noorishm^t;  I  was  happy  in  ofiering  him  my  dinner,  which 
strengthened  him,  and  procured  me  his  friendship.  I  now 
undertook  the  care  of  Major  Bloomfield,  another  aid^*de-camp 
of  Genera]  Phillips;  he  had  received  a  musket-biJl  through 
both  cheeks,  which  in  its  course  had  knocked  out  sdV^al  of 
his  teeth,  and  cut  his  tongue;  he  could  hold  nothing  in  his 
mouth ;  the  matter  which  ran  from  his  wound  almost  cfaok^ 
him^  and  he  was  not  able  to  take  any  nouririiment  except  a 
little  soup,  or  something  liquid ;  we  had  some  Rhenish  wine, 
and  in  the  hope  that  the  acidity  of  it  would  cleanse  his 
v^ound,  I  gave  him  a  bottle  of  it ;  he  took  a  little  now  and 
then,  and  wHh  such  eftct,  that  his  cure  soon  followed ;  thus 
I  added  another  to  my  stock  of  friends,  and  derived  a  satis- 
faction, which,  in  the  midst  of  suflerings>  served  to  tranquil* 
Hze  me  and  diminish  their  acuten^st. 

**  One  day  General  Phillips  accompanied  my  husband,  at 
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tte  risk  of  tkeir  livts,  on  a  vieU  to  U8»  who,  after  having  wit- 
gywued  our  sitnatioa,  said  to  hiin»  *  I  would  not  for  ten  thou- 
sand  guinoM  come  again  to  tkis  place:  my  heart  is  almost 
bralMu' 

**  In  this  horrid  situation  we  remainod  six  days :  a  cessation 
oC  hostilities  was  now  spoken  of,  and  eventually  took  place ; 
a  eoavention  was  afterwards  agreed  upon ;  but  one  day  a 
message  was  sent  to  my  husband,  who  had  visited  roe  and 
was  reposing  in  my  bed,  to  attend  a  couneil  of  war,  where 
it  was  proposed  to  break  the  oonventim,  but,  to  my  great 
joff  the  mi^ity  was  for  adhering  to  it ;  on  the  16tb,  how« 
ever,  my  husband  had  to  repair  to  his  post  and  I  to  my  eel- 
lar;  this  day  fresh  beef  was  served  out  to  the  olBeera,  who, 
until  now,  bad  only  salt  provisions,  vrbich  was  very  bad  for 
their  wounds.  The  good  woman  who  broiight  us  water, 
made  ua  an  exoelient  soup  of  the  meat,  but  I  had  lost  my 
appetite,  and  took  nothing  but  orosts  of  bread  dipped  in  wine. 
The  wounded  officers  (my  unfortunate  companions)  cut  off 
the  best  bit  and  presented  it  to  me  on  a  plate ;  I  declined  eat- 
ing anything,  but  they  contended  that  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  take  nonrisbmant,  and  declared  they  would  not  touch 
a  morsel,  until  I  afibrded  them  the  pleasure  of  seeing  me 
partake ;  I  eould  no  bnger  withstand  their  pressing  invita* 
tioos,  accompanied  as  they  were  by  assurances  of  the  hap- 
piness they  had  in  o&ring  me  the  first  good  thing  they  had 
in  their  power,  and  I  partook  of  a  repast  rendered  palatable 
by  the  kindness  and  0cx>d  will  of  my  feUow-tufferers,  forget* 
ti^g  for  the  moment  the  misery  of  our  apartment  and  the 
absence  of  almost  every  comfort. 

**  On  the  17th  of  October  the  convention  was  completed. 
General  Burgoyne  and  the  other  generals  waited  on  the  Ame- 
rican general  (Gates) ;  the  troops  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
gave  themselves  up  prisoners  of  war  1  and  now  the  good  wo- 
man who  had  supplied  us  with  water  at  the  hazard  of  her 
Ufe,  received  the  reward  of  her  services ;  each  of  us  threw 
a  handful  of  money  into  her  apron,  and  she  got  altogether 
about  twenty  guineas.  At  such  a  moment  as  this,  how  suscep- 
tible is  the  heart  of  feelings  of  gratitude ! 
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**  My  husband  sent  a  message  to  me  to  come  over  to  him 
with  my  children.    I  seated  myself  once  more  in  my  dear 
calash,  and  then  rode  through  the  American  camp.    As  I 
passed  on,  I  observed  (and  this  was  a  great  consolation  to 
me)  that  no  one  eyed  me  with  looks  of  resentment,  but  that 
th^y  all  greeted  us,  and  even  showed  compassion  in  their 
countenances,  at  the  sight  of  a  woman  with  small  children. 
I  was,  I  confess,  afraid  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  as  it  was  quite 
a  new  situation  to  me.    When  I  drew  near  the  tents,  a  hand- 
some man  approached  and  met  me,  took  my  children  from  the 
cdlashj  and  hugged  and  hissed  than,  which  affected  me  almost 
to  tears.    *  You  tremble,'  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me, 
'be  not  afraid.'    <No,'  I  answered,  'you  seem  so  kind  and 
tender  to  my  children,  it  inspires  me  with  courage.'    He  now 
led  me  to  the  tent  of  General  Gates,  where  I  found  Generals 
Burgoyne  and  Phillips,  who  were  on  a  friendly  footing  with 
the  former.    Burgoyne  said  to  me,  *  Never  mind,  your  sor- 
rows have  now  an  end.'    I  answered  him  that  I  should  be 
reprehensible  to  have  any  cares,  as  he  had  none ;  and  I  was 
pleased  to  see  him  on  such  a  friendly  footing  with  General 
Gates.    All  the  generals  remained  to  dine  with  General  Gates. 
^'  The  same  gentleman  who  received  me  so  kindly,  now  came 
and  said  to  me, '  You  will  be  very  much  embarrassed  to  eat 
with  all  these  gentlemen ;  come  with  your  children  to  my  tent^ 
where  I  will  prepare  for  you  a  frugal  dinner 9  and  give  it  with 
a  free  wUV    I  said, '  You  aee  cbrtainxy  a  hubbaivb  aud  a 
FATHER,  you  hovc  shown  me  so  much  kindness,*    I  now  found 
that  he  was  General  Schuyubr.    He  treated  me  with  excel- 
lent smoked  tongue,  beef-steaks,  potatoes,  and  good  bread 
and  butter !    Never  could  I  have  wished  to  eat  a  better  din- 
ner: I  was  content:  I  saw  all  around  me  were  so  likewise; 
and  what  was  better  than  all,  my  husband  was  out  of  dan- 
ger !    When  we  had  dined,  he  told  me  his  residence  was  at 
Albany,  and  that  General  Burgoyne  intended  to  honour  him 
as  his  guest,  and  invited  myself  and  children  to  do  so  like- 
wise.   I  asked  my  husband  how  I  should  act ;  he  told  me  to 
accept  the  invitation.    As  it  was  two  days'  journey  there, 
he  advised  me  to  go  to  a  place  which  was  about  three  hours' 
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ride  distant.  General  Schuyler  had  the  politeness  to  send 
with  me  a  French  officer,  a  very  agreeable  man,  who  com- 
manded the  reconnoitring  party  of  which  I  have  before 
spoken ;  and  when  he  had  escorted  me  to  the  house  where  I 
was  to  remain,  he  turned  back  again.  In  the  house  I  found 
a  French  surgeon,  who  had  under  his  care  a  Brunswick  offi- 
cer who  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  some  days  after- 
wards. The  Frenchman  boasted  much  of  the  care  he  took 
of  his  patient,  and  perhaps  was  skilful  enough  as  a  surgeon, 
but  otherwise  was  a  mere  simpleton :  he  was  rejoiced  when 
he  found  out  I  could  speak  his  language,  and  began  to  address 
many  empty  and  impertinent  speeches  to  me ;  said,  among 
other  things,  he  could  not  believe  that  I  was  a  general's  wife, 
as  he  was  certain  a  woman  of  such  rank  would  not  follow 
her  husband ;  he  wished  me  to  remain  with  him,  as  he  said 
it  was  better  to  be  with  the  conquerors  than  the  conquered. 
I  was  shocked  at  his  impudence ;  but  dared  not  show  the 
contempt  and  disdain  I  felt  for  him,  because  it  would  deprive 
me  of  a  place  of  safety !  Towards  evening  he  begged  me  to 
take  a  part  of  his  chamber :  I  told  him  I  was  determined  to 
remain  in  the  room  with  the  wounded  officers ;  whereupon 
he  attempted  to  pay  me  some  stupid  compliments.  At  this 
moment  the  door  opened^  and  my  husband  with  his  aid-de^camp 
entered.  I  then  said,  *  Here,  sir,  is  my  husband  ;*  and  at  the 
same  time  eyed  him  with  scorn,  whereupon  he  retired  abashed ; 
nevertheless  he  was  so  polite  as  to  offer  his  chamber  to  us. 

"  Some  days  after  this,  we  arrived  at  Albany,  where  we  so 
often  wished  ourselves ;  but  we  did  not  enter  it  as  we  expected 
we  should — ^victors  I  We  were  received  by  the  good  General 
SehuyUrs  his  wife  and  daughters^  not  as  enemies,  but  kind 
friends,  and  they  treated  us  with  the  most  marked  attention 
and  politeness,  as  they  did  General  Burgoyne,  who  had 
caused  General  Schuyler's  beautifully  finished  house  to  be 
burned ;  in  fact,  they  behaved  like  persons  of  exalted  minds, 
who  determined  to  bury  all  recollection  of  their  own  injuries 
in  the  contemplation  of  our  misfortunes.  General  Burgoyne 
vras  struck  with  General  Schuyler's  generosity,  and  said  to 
him,  *  You  show  me  great  kindness,  although  1  have  done  you 
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much  injury.*  '  That  was  the  fate  of  war,*  replied  tlie  brave 
man,  ^let  us  say  no  more  about  iV  "-^fVUkinson's  Memoirs. 

But  we  must  not  forget  Lady  Harriet  Acklaad.  This  lady, 
says  General  Burgoyne,  in  his  **  State  of  the  Expedition  from 
Canada/'  had  accompanied  her  husband  to  Canada,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1776.  In  the  course  of  that  campaign, 
she  traversed  a  vast  space  of  country,  in  diftrent  extremities 
of  the  season,  and  with  difficulties  cf  which  a  European  tra- 
Teller  cannot  easily  conceive. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1777,  she  was  re- 
strained from  offering  herself  to  a  share  of  the  fatigue  and 
hazard  expected  before  Ticonderoga,  by  the  positive  injonc* 
tbns  of  her  husband.  The  day  after  the  conquest  of  the 
place,  he  was  badly  wounded,  and  she  crossed  lake  Champlain 
to  join  him. 

As  soon  as  he  recovered,  Liady  Harriet  proceeded  to 
follow  his  fortunes  through  the  campaign ;  and  at  fort  Ed*- 
ward,  or  at  the  next  camp,  she  acquired  a  two«wheeled  tum- 
bril, which  had  been  constructed  by  the  artificers  of  the 
artillery,  something  similar  to  the  carriage  used  for  the  mail, 
upon  the  great  roads  in  England.  Major  Ackland  commanded 
the  British  grenadiers,  which  were  attached  to  General 
Frazer's  corps ;  and,  consequently,  were  always  the  roost  ad* 
vanced  part  of  the  army.  They  were  often  so  much  on  the 
alert,  that  no  person  slept  out  of  his  clothes.  One  of  their 
temporary  encampments,  a  tent  in  which  the  major  and  Lady 
Harriet  were  asleep,  suddenly  took  fire.  An  orderly  sergeant 
of  grenadiers,  with  great  hazard  of  suffocation,  dragged  out 
the  first  person  he  caught  hold  of.  It  proved  to  be  the  major. 
It  happened  that,  in  the  same  instant,  she  had,  unknowing 
what  she  did,  and,  perhaps,  not  perfectly  awaked,  providen- 
tially made  her  escape,  by  creeping  under  the  walls  of  the 
tent.  The  first  object  she  saw,  upon  the  recovery  of  her 
senses,  was  the  major  on  the  other  side ;  and,  in  the  same  in- 
stant, again  in  the  fire  in  search  of  her.  The  sergeant  again 
saved  him,  but  not  without  the  major's  being  very  severely 
burned  in  his  face,  and  different  parts  of  his  body.  Every 
thing  they  had  with  them  in  the  tent  vras  consumed. 
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This  accident  happened  a  little  time  before  the  army 
ero88ed  the  Hndson,  the  13th  of  September.  It  neither  altered 
the  resoltttion  nor  cheerfulness  of  Lady  Harriet,  and  she  con- 
tinued her  progress,  a  partaker  of  the  &tigues  of  the  advanced 
corps.  The  next  call  upon  her  fortitude  was  of  a  different 
nature,  and  more  distressing,  as  of  longer  suspense.  On  the 
•morning  of  the  19th  of  September,  the  grenadiers  being  liable 
to  action  at  every  step,  she  had  been  directed  by  the  Major 
to  follow  the  route  of  the  artillery  and  baggage,  which  were 
not  exposed.  At  the  time  the  action  began,  she  found  herself 
near  an  uninhabited  hut,  where  she  alighted.  When  it  was 
found  the  action  was  becoming  general,  the  surgeon  of  the 
hospital  took  possession  of  the  same  place,  as  the  most  conve- 
nient  for  the  first  care  of  the  wounded.  Thus  was  this  lady 
in  the  hearing  of  one  continued  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
for  four  hours,  together  with  the  presumption,  from  the  post 
of  her  husband,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  that  he  was  in 
the  most  exposed  part  of  the  action.  She  had  three  female 
eompanions;  the  Baroness  of  Reidesel,  and  the  wives  of  two 
British  officers.  Major  Hamage,  and  Lieutenant  Reynell ;  but 
in  the  event,  their  presence  served  but  little  for  comfort. 
Major  Harnage  was  soon  brought  to  the  surgeon,  very  badly 
wounded ;  and,  a  little  time  after,  came  the  intelligence  that 
Lieutenant  Reynell  was  shot  dead.  Imagination  will  want 
no  help  to  figure  the  state  of  the  whole  group. 

From  the  date  of  that  action  to  the  7th  of  October,  Lady 
Harriet,  with  her  usual  serenity,  stood  prepared  for  new 
trials ;  and  it  was  her  lot  that  their  severity  increased  with 
their  number.  She  was  again  exposed  to  the  hearing  of  the 
whole  action,  and  at  last  received  the  news  of  her  individual 
misfortune,  mixed  with  the  intelligence  of  the  general  cala- 
mity ;  the  troops  were  defeated,  and  Major  Ackland,  despe- 
rately wounded,  was  a  prisoner. 

The  day  of  the  8th  was  passed  by  Lady  Harriet  and  her 
c<Hnpanions  in  uncommon  anxiety;  not  a  tent  nor  a  shed 
being  standing,  except  what  belonged  to  the  hospital,  their 
refuge  was  among  the  wounded  and  the  dying. 

^  When  the  army  was  upon  the  point  of  moving,"  says 

51  2i»  ~ 


402 


THE   ARMY    AND  WAVY. 


[1777. 


Burgpyne,  *'  I  received  s  mesitage  from  Lady  Harriet,  sub- 
mitting  to  my  decision  a  propoMtl,  and  ex^sMig  nn  ettmeat 
Bolicitode  to  execute  it,  if  not  iaterfering  with  my  detigaa,  of 
passing  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  and  requesting  General 
Gates's  permission  to  attend  her  husband. 

<' Though  I  was  ready  to  believe,  for  I  hadetperieneed, 
that  patience  and  fortitude,  in  a  supreme  degree,  were  to  be 
foiuid,  as  wdl  as  every  oth^r  virtue,  under  the  most  tend« 
forms,  I  was  astonished  at  the  proposal.  After  so  iong  an 
agitation,  exhausted,  not  only  from  want  of  reit,  butabsetatdy 
from  want  ot  iood,  drenched  in  rain  for  twelve  hours  together, 
that  a  woman  should  be  capable  of  such  an  uniertiJLiiig  as 
delivering  herself  to  the  enemy,  probably  in  the  night,  aad 
uncertain  of  what  hand  she  might  first  fiili  into,  aj^ared  an 
effort  i^Myve  hruBaan  nature.  The  assurance  I  was  enabled  to 
give  was  small  indeed.  I  bad  not  even  a  eupof  virine  to  offer; 
but  I  was  told  she  found,  from  some  kind  and  fortunate  hand, 
a  little  rum  and  dirty  water.  All  I  could  furnish  to  iier  was 
an  open  boat,  and  a  few  Ihnes,  written  upon  dirty  and  wet 
paper,  to  General  Gates,  recommending  her  to  his  protection.'' 

Oct.  9, 1777. 

Sir, — Lady  Harriet  Ackland,  a  lady  of  the  first  distinction 
by  family,  ru  .  and  personal  virtues,  is  under  such  concern 
on  account  ot  Major  Ackland,  her  husband,  wounded  and  a 
prisoner  in  your  hands,  that  I  cannot  refuse  her  request  to 
commit  her  to  your  protection. 

Whatever  general  impropriety  there  may  be  in  persons, 
acting  in  your  situation  or  mine,  to  solicit  favours,  I  cannot 
see  the  uncommon  pre-eminence  in  every  female  grace  and 
exaltation  of  character  in  this  lady,  and  her  very  hard  for- 
tune, without  testifying  that  your  attentions  to  her  will  lay 
me  under  obligations. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  Gates.  J.  Burooyne. 

With  this  letter  did  this  woman,  Who  was  of  the  most 
tender  and  delicate  frame,  habituated  to  all  the  soft  elegan- 
cies and  refined  enjoyments  that  attend  high  birth  and  for- 


1777.] 


403 


tune,  and  hr  miwmoced  in  a  slate  m  vbich  Ihe  tendevest 
aavQB»  always  dae  to  the  scx»  beeome  indim^Bsably  neeetsary, 
in  an  open  boat  leave  tke  aamp  of  Bur^yne  with  a  flag  of 
tniee  for  that  of  tlie  eneaty.  The  night  was  advanced  before 
the  boat  reached  the  shore.  Lady  Harriet  was  imroedialely 
cenreyed  into  the  apartment  of  Mbjot  Henry  Dearboni,  since 
Major-Generaly  who  commanded  the  guard  at  that  place,  and 
every  attention  was  paid  her  which  her  rank  and  situation 
denMinded,  and  which  cireumstaaoes  permitted.  Early  in 
the  nKurniiig,  she  was  permittsd  to  proceed  in  the  boat  to  the 
camp,  where  General  Gates,  whose  gallantry  will  not  be  de- 
nied, stood  ready  to  receive  her  with  due  respect  and  cour- 
tesy. Having  ascertained  that  Major  Ackland  had  set  out 
for  Albany,  Lady  Hmrriet  proceeded,  by  permission,  to  join 
him.  Some  time  after.  Major  Ackland  eflfecled  his  exchange, 
and  returned  to  England.  The  catastrophe  of  this  tale  is 
afl^ting.  Ackland,  after  his  return  to  England,  procured  a 
regiment,  and  at  a  dinner  of  military  men,  where  the  cour- 
8g|&  of  the  Amerieans  was  made  a  question,  took  the  negative 
side  with  Jus  usual  decision.  He  was  opposed,  warmth  en- 
sued, and  he  gave  the  lie  direct  to  a  Lieutenant  Lk>yd,  fou^t 
him,  and  was  shot  through  the  head.  Lady  Harriet  lost  her 
senses,  and  continued  deranged  two  years,  after  which  she 
married  Mr.  Brudenell,  who  accompanied  her  from  General 
Burgoyne's  camp,  when  she  sought  her  wounded  husband  on 
Hudson  river. 

Sir  Hairy  Clinton  had  embarked  at  New  York  about  the 
beginning  of  October,  to  proceed  up  the  Hudson,  for  the 
relief  of  and  co-operation  with  Burgoyne.  After  taking  seve- 
ral forts,  burning  villages,  as  usual,  and  committing  other 
depredations,  the  British,  hearing  of  the  fate  of  their  army 
of  the  north,  and  that  Gates  was  marching  upon  them, 
returned  with  singular  rapidity  to  New  York. 

Gates,  after  the  victory,  despatched  Wilkinson  to  carry  the 
happy  tidings  to  Congress.  On  being  introduced  into  the 
hnll,  he  said :  "  The  whole  British  army  has  laid  down  arms 
at  Sairatoga ;  our  own,  full  erf*  vigour  and  courage,  expect  your 
orders ;  it  is  for  your  wisdom  to  decide  where  the  country 
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may  still  have  need  of  their  services."  Congress  voted  thaaks 
to  Gates  and  the  army»  and  presented  him  with  a  spfendid 
gold  medal,  struck  to  commemorate  this  great  victory. 

A  delirium  of  joy  spread  over  the  country.  The  people 
now  looked  forward  with  confidence  for  France  to  acknow- 
ledge our  independence,  and  form  a  treaty  of  alliance.  Com- 
missioners from  Congress  had  resided  at  the  court  of  France 
for  more  than  a  year,  urging  the  consummation  so  devoutly 
to  be  wished.  On  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  the  trea^  was 
signed — *'  neither  of  the  contracting  powers  to  make  war  or 
peace  without  the  formal  consent  of  the  other." 

Now  let  every  one  imagine  just  as  much  shouting  at  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  country-place,  when  these  glorious 
news  arrive,  as  is  consistent  with  his  own  taste ;  let  him  lis- 
ten to  the  glowing  patriot  speeches,  made  upon  the  occasbn, 
and  mark  the  thrilling  effects  of  them ;  let  him  rejoice  in  the 
irradiated  countenances  of  men,  women  and  children,  whose 
hearts  are  beating  with  rapture ;  I  say,  let  him  do  all  this, 
for  really  we  have  no  space  left  to  describe  efMi,  but  merely 
the  causes  which  produced  them.  Finding  an  opening  here, 
we  make  a  happy  escape  firom  this  long  campaign  into 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Dangerous  Sitaation  of  the  Biitiah  Army  at  Philadelphia^ Attack  on  Forte 
Mifflin  and  Mercer— Biitiah  repolaed-^ Death  of  Coant  Donop-— Porta  again 
attacked  by  Water  and  takenr-Sufferinga  of  the  Americana  at  Valley  Forge — 
Desertion  of  Part  of  the  Americans — Plot  formed  to  supersede  Washington — ^Its 
Failure— Letter  of  Washington  to  Governor  Morris,  on  Foreign  Influence. 

"AuribuB  teneo  lupum." — Terence. 

That  is,  I  hold  a  wolf  by  the  ears.  Dangerous  to  retain 
or  to  quit  my  hold.  This  was  Howe's  situation  while  hold- 
ing Philadelphia. 

It  has  been  stated  in  a  preceding  chapter  that  the  British 
had  succeeded  in  removing  one  barrier  in  the  Delaware,  but 
it  required  the  most  desperate  effi>rts  to  remove  other  obsta- 
cles before  Howe's  army  could  be  supplied  with  provisions. 
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A  strong  detachment,  sent  against  fort  Mifflin  and  fort  Mer- 
oer,  on  the  Delaware — ^the  one  commanded  by  Colonel  Smith, 
the  other  by  Colonel  Greene — was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  400 
or  500  men,  among  whom  was  Colonel  Donop,  their  com- 
mander, who  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 
The  Tanquished  retreated  to  Philadelphia*  An  unsuccessful 
attack  was  also  made  by  water.  But  considering  the  import- 
ance  of  success,  very  extensive  operations  were  commenced 
and  carried  on  vigorously,  when  the  Americans,  after  a  fierce 
struggle,  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  forts.  They  de- 
stroyed their  shipping,  amounting  to  seventeen  of  diffisr^nt 
kinds,  including  two  floating  batteries  and  four  fire-ships. 
Several  ships  had  escaped  up  the  river  in  the  night. 

At  the  end  of  the  campaign  of  1777,  Washingtcm  retired  to 
Valley  Pcrge,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  about  twenty 
miles  horn  Philadelphia,  where  he  concluded  to  establish  his 
winter-quarters.  On  their  march  to  Valley  Forge,  the  sol- 
diers, being  ill  clothed,  sufiered  indescribable  hardships  firom 
the  severity  of  the  weather.  Some  dropped  dead  with  the 
cold ;  others,  without  shoes,  left  tracks  of  blood  upon  the  ice, 
which  cut  their  feet.  In  this  deplorable  condition  they 
required  something  more  than  mere  tents  to  shelter  them 
firom  the  inclement  season;  and  when  they  reached  their 
place  of  destination,  they  commenced  the  construction  of  a 
suflicient  number  of  log-huts,  and  finished  them  with  mortar. 
Into  these  they  crept,  while  cold  and  chilling  blasts  howled 
fiercely  around  them,  and  piles  of  drifted  snow  raised  their 
summits  proudly  above  their  little  habitations.  Here  they 
ponder  deeply  upon  their  country's  wrongs,  and  their  own 
sufferings  and  privations.  Their  thoughts  go  back  to  the 
quiet,  peaceful,  and  happy  scenes  of  home,  and  these  reflec- 
ti<ms  make  them  almost  frantic.  Before  this,  their  minds 
were  employed  with  the  campaign ;  but  now  they  have  time 
to  think  of  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  or  wives  and  chil- 
dren.— Are  they  well — are  they  sheltered  from  the  winter — 
are  their  wants  supplied — are  they  not  now  pronouncing  our 
names  in  the  agony  of  despair  7  These  are  feelings  that  sink 
de^  into  the  soul,  and  draw  tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  stem 
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warrior,  who  would  not  yield  to  mortal  man,  while  in  thef 
defence  of  his  own  dear  native  home.  And  these  w^*e  our 
fathers,  who  first  opened  the  forest  to  the  genial  rays  of  the 
sun,  and  then  hallowed  the  soil  with  freedom^  dearly  pur^ 
chased,  with  their  toil,  their  treasure  and  their  blood.  Bisy 
their  souls  rest  in  peace ! 

While  the  army  of  Washington  was  sufering  not  only  from 
want  of  clothes  and  blankets,  but  actually  from  hunger,  *<a 
certain  number,  seduced  by  the  royalists,  deserted  their 
colours  and  slunk  off  to  the  British  army  in  Philadelphia ; 
but  these  were  mostly  Europeans,  who  had  entered  the  con- 
tinental service.  The  true4)orn  Americans,  suf^vorted  by 
their  patriotMm»  as  well  as  by  their  love  and  veneration  for 
the  commander-in-chief,  manifested  an  unshaken  persever- 
ance; they  chose  rather  to  sufier  all  the  extremes  of  femine 
and  of  feoet,  than  to  violate,  in  this  perikras  hoiu*,  the  fioth 
they  had  pledged  to  their  couirtry/'-*Botta. 

About  the  same  time  a  plot  was  formed  to  supersede  the 
commander-in-chief.  ^'As  for  us,  that  respect  for  truth  which 
ought  to  be  our  only  guide,  compels  us  to  declare  that  the  lead- 
ers of  this  combination,  very  little  concerned  for  the  pubhc 
good,  were  inunoderately  so  for  their  own,  and  that  the  aim 
of  all  their  efforts  was,  to  advance  themselves  and  their 
friends  at  the  expense  of  others.  Among  them,  and  of  the 
first  rank,  was  General  Conway,  one  of  the  most  wily  and 
restless  intriguers  that  passed  in  those  times  from  Europe 
into  America.  Declaiming  and  vociferating,  incessantly  be- 
sieging all  the  members  of  Congress  with  his  complaints ;  he 
pretended  that  there  existed  no  sort  of  discipline  in  the  Ame- 
rican army ;  that  there  were  no  two  regiments  which  ma- 
noeuvred alike,  and  not  two  officers  in  any  regiment  who 
could  execute  or  command  the  military  exercises ;  in  a  word, 
he  had  said  and  done  so  much,  that  the  Congress  appointed 
him  inspector  and  major-general.  This  appointment  excited 
loud  murmurs  in  the  camp,  and  the  brigadier-generals  remon- 
strated. But  this  man,  bent  on  attaining  his  purpose,  and 
whose  audacity  knew  no  bounds,  openly  spoke  of  the  coi»- 
mander-in-chief  in  the  most  derogatory  terms;  and,  d»  it  I 
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always  happens  in  times  of  adversity^  he  readily  found  those 
who  believed  them."  This  plot  of  foreigii  officers,  of  whom 
Gates  himself  was  probably  not  gaUtless,  opened  the  eyes  of 
Goagress  as  to  the  motives  by  which  moat  of  these  men  were 
actuated;  and  they  sustained  Wasuim&tom.  And  so  did  the 
people,  who  threatened  vengeance  to  Conway  and  others. 
As  every  Amerioaa  must  feel  a  pride  to  know  that  his  coun- 
trjrmea  9ufferei  for  American  freedomf  while  foreigners,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  were  gorerned  by  difierent  motives,  we 
give  a  letter  from  Washington  to  Governor  Morris,  written 
some  time  after  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  in 
which  the  daqgeroua  inflyence  of  foreigners  is  powerfully  set 
forth,  by  a  man  wjiose  station  and  abilities  amply  qualified 
him  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  afikirs  relating  to  the  army. 

Wkite  PlauB«  dith  J«ly,  1778. 

DsAit  Sifty — ^WSiether  you  are  indebted  to  me,  or  I  to  you, 
for  a  letlerf  I  know  not^  nor  is  it  a  matter  of  much  moment. 
The  design  of  this  is  to  touch,  cursorily,  upon  the  subject  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  well4>eing  of  these  states ;  much 
more  so  than  will  appear  at  first  view.  I  mean  the  appoint- 
ment of  so  many  foreigners  to  offices  of  high  rank  and  trust  in 
our  service. 

The  lavish  manner  in  which  rank  has  hitherto  been  bestowed 
on  these  gentlemen,  will  certainly  be  prodactive  of  one  or 
the  other  of  these  two  evils :— either  to  make  it  despicable  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe,  or  become  a  means  of  pouring  them  in 
upon  us  like  a  torrent,  and  adding  to  our  present  burden. 
But  it  is  neither  the  expense  nor  trouble  of  them  that  I  most 
dread.  There  is  an  evil  more  extensive  in  its  nature,  and 
fatal  in  its  consequences,  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  is,  the 
driving  of  all  our  own  officersout  of  the  service,  and  throwing, 
not  only  our  army,  but  our  military  councils,  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  forei^ers. 

The  officers,  my  dear  sir,  on  whom  you  must  depend  for 
the  defence  of  this  cause,  distinguished  by  length  of  service, 
their  connections,  property,  and,  in  behalf  of  many,  I  may 
add,  military  merit,  will  not  submit  much,  if  any  longer,  to 


408 


THB  ARMT   AND  NAVY. 


[1777. 


the  unnatural  promotion  of  men  over  them,  who  have  nothing 
more  than  a  little  plausibility,  unbounded  pride  and  ambition, 
and  a  perseverance  in  application  not  to  be  resisted,  but  by 
unc<Hnmon  firmness,  to  support  their  pretensions ;  men  who, 
in  the  first  instance,  tell  you  they  wish  for  nothing  more  than 
the  honour  of  serving  in  so  glorious  a  cause  as  volunteers ; 
the  next  day  solicit  nmk  vrithout  pay;  the  day  following 
want  money  advanced  to  them ;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  week, 
want  further  promotion,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  any  thing 
you  can  do  for  them. 

When  I  speak  of  officers  not  submitting  to  these  appoint- 
ments, let  me  be  understood  to  mean,  that  they  have  no  more 
doubt  of  their  right  to  resign,  when  they  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  than  they  have  of  a  power  in  Congress  to  appoint. 
Both  being  granted,  then,  the  expediency  and  the  policy  of 
the  measure  remain  to  be  considered,  and  whether  it  is  jus- 
tice or  prudence  to  promote  these  military  fortune-hunters,  at 
the  hazard  of  your  army.  They  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes ;  namely,  mere  adventurers  vnthout  recommendations, 
or  recommended  by  persons  who  do  not  know  how  else  to 
dispose  of  or  provide  fi)r  them ;  men  of  great  ambition,  who 
would  sacrifice  every  thing  to  promote  their  own  personal 
glory ;  or  mere  spies,  who  are  sent  here  to  obtain  a  tliorough 
knowledge  of  our  situation  and  circumstances ;  in  the  execu- 
tion of  which,  I  am  persuaded,  some  of  them  are  faithful 
emissaries,  as  I  do  not  believe  a  single  matter  escapes  unno- 
ticed, or  unadvised  at  a  foreign  court. 

I  could  say  a  great  deal  on  this  subject,  but  will  add  no 
more  at  present.  I  am  led  to  give  you  this  trouble,  at  this 
time,  by  a  very  handiome  certificate,  shown  to  me  yesterday, 
in  favour  of  M.  Neuville,  vnritten  (I  believe)  by  himself,  and 
subscribed  by  General  Parsons,  designed,  as  I  am  informed, 
for  a  foundation  of  the  superstructure  of  a  brigadiership. 

Baron  Steuben,  I  now  find,  is  also  wanting  to  quit  his  in- 
spectorship for  a  command  in  the  line.  This  will  be  produc- 
tive of  much  discontent  to  the  brigadiers.  In  a  word,  although 
I  think  the  baron  an  excellent  officer,  I  do  most  devoutly  wish 
we  had  not  a  single  foreigner  among  us,  except  the  Marquis 
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de  La&yette,  who  acts  upon  yery  different  principles  from 
those  which  govern  the  rest.    Adieu. 

I  am  most  sincerely  yours,  &^.  \ 

This  letter,  although  it  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Morris,  in 
his  private  capacity,  was  intended  to  produce  an  impression 
in  Congress ;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  its 
effect  was  of  the  most  beneficial  character. 

Those  few  foreigners  who  fought  in  our  revolution  for  the 
love  of  freedom,  are  the  more  to  be  admired  and  praised,  from 
the  fact,  that  it  requires  men  of  the  most  exalted  minds  to 
throw  off  the  impressions  which  a  foreign  education  and 
foreign  habits  produce,  however  erroneous;  and  to  adopt 
opinions,  and  support  principles  diametrically  opposite  to 
those  advocated  in  their  own  country. 
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CtaiMign  of  177&— OptniioM  of  the  Britah— 'Mtwaera  of  AflMtaa  Tioop»— 
Daiii^  Ezploitf  of  AmeiicMi  wmad  Yomelk  Howo  iMigD*— Bnceoodod  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton— AUiaace  of  America  with  Franoe— Plan  of  Operatioiw  of  Britiah 
Miniatry— Britiah  eTacoate  Philadelphia— Pnraned  by  Waahington— Battle  at 
Freebold^Britiah  retreat  to  New  York. 

*«  Now  I  behold  the  chiefs,  in  the  pride  of  their  former  deeds !  Their 
•onls  are  kindled  at  the  battles  of  old ;  at  the  actions  of  other  times.  Their 
eyes  are  flames  of  fire.  They  roll  in  search  of  the  foes  of  the  land.  Their 
mighty  hands  are  on  their  swords.  Lightning  poors  from  their  sides  of 
steel.  Hiey  come  like  streams  from  the  monntains;  each  rushes  rosiiiig 
from  his  bill. 

«( Thin  thoi^s,  bright-studded  with  gems,  bend  on  the  stately  necks  of 
the  steeds.  The  steeds  that  like  wreaths  of  mist  fly  over  the  streamy  vales ! 
The  wildness  of  deer  is  in  their  course,  the  strength  of  eagles  descending 
on  their  prey.    Their  noise  is  like  the  blasts  of  winter.    *    *    * 

**  Morning  rose.    The  foe  were  fled,  like  the  departure  of  mist.'' 

Thb  spring  of  1778  having  returned,  the  British  began  to 
scour  the  country  with  their  li^t  troops,  who,  falling  in  with 
a  party  of  Americans,  one  day,  at  the  bridges  of  Qutnton  and 
Hancock,  barbarously  murdered  them  while  crying  for  qoar- 
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tera.  The  enemy  also  attempted  to  silrprise  Lafayette,  en- 
camped at  Qarren  Hili»  but  the  shrewd  and  sidlful  youngster 
baffled  all  their  eflforts. 

That  union  of  the  acHve  courage  of  the  French,  with  the 
passive  courage  of  the  English,  in  the  Americans,  which  so 
pre-eminently  distinguished  our  navy  in  the  late  war,  already 
began  to  manifest  itself  in  many  a  nautical  conflict.  Five 
hundred  English  vessels  had  already  been  captured  with  very 
valuable  cargoes;  thus  inflicting  a  severe  blow  upon  the 
British  commerce,  one  of  the  great  resources  of  the  nation, 
enabling  them  to  continue  the  war.  Even  the  coasts  of  Great 
Britain  were  not  secure  from  the  maritime  expeditions  of  the 
bold  and  enterprising  sons  of  America. 

Sir  William  Howe  had  resigned  his  office  of  commander- 
in-chief,  and  returned  to  Europe,  while  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
his  successor,  had  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  to  take  charge  of 
the  British  army. 

On  the  alliance  of  France  with  America,  the  British  Par- 
liament resolved  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  the  possession  of 
which  had  cost  them  two  arduous  and  bloody  campaigns  to 
obtain.  It  was  apprehended  that  the  French  fleet  would 
appear  in  the  Delaware  and  endanger  the  British  army  at: 
Philadelphia,  or  strike  a  blow  at  the  West  Indies.  In  ettber 
case.  New  York  was  a  more  eligible  situation  than  the  one 
now  occupied,  especially  as  the  design  of  the  British  ministry 
was  now  to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  south,  after  their  grand 
scheme  of  the  north  had  flitted  away  like  a  fairy  vision  of 
some  golden  dream,  when  the  mind  awakes  to  truth  and. 
soberness. 

To  resume  our  figure  of  the  opening  of  the  last  chapter, 
Clinton  let  go  the  wolf,  which  Howe  had  given  him  to  hold, 
and  it  bit  him  grievously,  as  we  shall  perceive. 

As  the  fleet  of  Lord  Howe  was  still  in  the  Delaware,  it 
was  anticipated  that  the  army  would  be  transported  by  sea. 
Apprehensive,  howevw,  of  meeting  a  superior  French  fleet,  it 
was  resolved  to  retreat  through  New  Jersey. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  June,  the  army  proceeded 
to  the  point  of  land,  below  Philadelphia,  which  is  formed  by 
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the  junction  of  the  Delaware  and  the  SchuyikHI,  where  Glm 
ton  and  Howe  had  made  the  neoessary  dispositions,  with  the 
boats  and  vessels  of  the  navy,  fer  passing  the  riTer ;  and  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  British  army  was  eneaoqM 
on  the  Jersey  shore.    The  Americans  entered  the  city  of: 
Philadelphia  before  the  enemy  were  entirely  out  of  it 

"It  is  a  fine  fox-chase,  my  boys !" 

This  exclamation  of  the  hero  of  our  tale,  on  a  former  occa< 
sion,  has  probably  not  yet  been  forgotten,  and  now  the  great 
huntsman  prepares  for  a  fox-chase  on  a  grand  scale.  He  lets 
dip  the  do^  of  war,  and  already  they  are  barking  on  the 
hills  of  New  Jersey. 

"  Far  from  the  tumult  fled  the  roe, 
Close  in  hsr  ooveit  cower'd  the  doe. 
Hie  faleon,  from  her  cairn  on  high, 
Cast  on  the  rout  a  wondering  eye, 
Till,  far  beyond  her  piereing  ken, 
The  hurricane  had  swept  the  glen. 

The  owiets  stafted  from  their  dream, 
The  eagles  answerM  with  a  scream." 

The  preparations  for  this  retreat  had  been  made  with  as 
much  secrecy  as  possible,  but  intelligence  of  them  was  con^* 
veyed  to  Washington,  who  detached  General  Maxwell  with 
a  brigade  into  New  Jersey.  He  also  sent  General  Dickinson 
to  assemble  the  militia  of  that  state — to  break  down  the 
bridges ;  to  break  up  the  roads ;  to  fell  trees,  and  plant  them; 
in  abattis,  and,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  harass  the 
enemy  and  impede  their  progress,  until  he  could  bring  the: 
main  army  across  the  Delaware  and  fall  upon  their  rear, 
Washington  despatched  Wayne,  Cadwallader,  Dickinson,  and. 
Morgan,  to  harass  the  enemy ;  and  that  they  might  act  simiul- 
taneously,  he  placed  them  all  under  the  command  of  Lafayette, 
while  the  commander-in-chief,  who  had  left  Valley  Forge  the 
same  day  that  the  British  left  Philadelphia,  and  crossed  the 
Delaware,  followed  at  a  little  distance.  Morgan  was  hang<> 
ing  on  the  right  flank  like  an  incubus,  and  Dickson  on  the 
left ;  and,  as  things  were  now  fast  verging  to  a  crisis*  our 
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chief  commander  ordered  (general  Lee,  who  had  lately  been 
exchanged  for  Prescott,  to  press  forward  with  two  brigades. 
As  the  senior,  he  took  the  command  of  the  vanguard  from 
Lafayette. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  we  see  the  enemy  encamped  upon  the 
heights  near  Freehold  court-house,  in  Monmouth  county,  sixty- 
four  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Seeing  himself  very  closely  pur- 
sued, General  Clinton  knew  that  a  battle  was  inevitable,  and 
prepared  for  it,  by  sending  his  baggage  from  the  rear  to  the 
van — from  the  charge  of  Comwallis  to  that  of  Knyphausen, 
while  himself,  with  the  van-guard,  would  keep  the  Ameri- 
cans in  check,  until  the  baggage  reached  the  hills  of  Middle- 
town,  from  which  a  retreat  could  be  eflected  in  safety  to  New 
York. 

The  following  day,  just  before  rosy-fingered  Aurora  opened 
the  golden  portals  of  the  east,  Knyphausen  descended  from 
the  heights  into  a  valley,  about  three  miles  long,  and  one  mile 
wide,  with  his  baggage,  on  his  way  to  Middletown,  while  the 
division  with  which  Clinton  remained,  did  not  move  till  near 
eight  o'clock,  so  as  not  to  press  too  close  upon  the  baggage ; 
occupying  a  line  of  march  nearly  twelve  miles  long  I  Soon 
after  the  rear  of  the  enemy  left  the  heights,  the  advanced 
corps  of  the  American  army  descended  impetuously  into  the 
plain,  from  the  same  heights  the  British  had  just  left,  to  attack 
them.  Lee,  who  had  been  ordered  to  make  the  attack,  on  the 
first  charge  fell  back,  and  fled.  But  Washington,  on  hearing 
the  firing,  left  baggage,  knapsacks  and  all,  behind,  hurried  to 
the  scene,  and  restored  the  fortune  of  the  day.  His  terrible 
reproaches  fell  on  the  ears  of  Lee  like  a  death-knell,  and  even 
he  made  great  efforts  to  rally  his  troops  and  retrieve  his 
honour.  Lee  was  not  fighting  for  his  country ;  and  his  con- 
duct, upon  more  than  one  occasion,  but  too  plainly  indicated 
that  his  object  was  to  counteract  the  plans  of  Washington,  to 
injure  his  reputation,  and  obtain  the  command  of  the  American 
armies  himself. 

But  the  thunderer  of  the  scene  has  come ;  he  disposes  his 
troops  in  a  neighbouring  wood,  and  partly  upon  a  hill  on  the 
left,  from  which  Sterling  poured  his  fiery  indignation  from 
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the  cannon's  mouth.  The  infantry  were  drawn  up  in  the 
centre,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and '  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
Greene  advanced  with  the  right  wing,  but  being  apprized 
that  Lee  had  retreated  again,  with  the  vanguard,  he  took  a 
strong  position  on  the  right  of  Lord  Sterling.  Here  he  stands, 
the  genius  of  the  hill ;  orders  his  artillery  to  be  posted,  and 
then  he  roars.  The  next  hill,  and  the  third,  and  the  fourth, 
catch  the  terrible  sound  and  roar  again.  The  enemy,  finding 
themselves  thus  cruelly  arrested  in  what  they  at  first  be- 
lieved to  be  a  victorious  career,  then  attempted  to  turn  the 
left  flank  of  the  Americans,  but  here  they  were  repulsed  by 
the  light  infantry  which  Washington  had  posted  there.  They 
now  made  an  effort  to  surround  the  right  of  the  Americans, 
but  Greene  was  there,  with  many  a  brave  son  of  America, 
who  bid  the  cannon  speak-  for  freedom  in  deafening  eloquence, 
which  forced  the  British  to  retreat.  As  soon  as  Washington 
saw  them  give  way,  he  ordered  them  to  be  charged  vigoroudy 
by  the  infantry,  under  (jeneral  Wayne.  The  English  turned 
their  backs,  crossed  the  ravine,  and  formed  anew.  Night 
drops  her  sombre  curtain  and  hides  the  scene.  The  action 
ceases,  but  the  troops  are  kept  under  arms,  to  renew  battle 
next  morning.  But,  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  the  enemy 
retreated  towards  New  York.  The  loss  of  the  Americans 
was  8  officers  and  61  privates,  killed,  and  about  160  wounded; 
that  of  the  English,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  vras  358 
men,  including  officers;  100  were  taken  prisoners,  and  1000 
deserted  during  the  retreat. 

Overcome  by  the  excessive  heat,  59  British  soldiers  fell 
dead  without  a  wound,  and  several  Americans  died  from  the 
same  cause. 

Washington  greatly  commended  his  troops  for  the  valour 
they  had  displayed,  and  particularly  General  Wayne,  the 
lightning  of  whose  steel  was  a  terror  to  his  foes ;  and  Congress 
voted  thanks  to  the  troops  and  the  officers. 

General  Lee  was  arrested  and  brought  before  a  court-mar- 
tial, charged  with  disobedience  to  orders ;  for  having  made  an 
unnecessary,  disorderly,  and  shameful  retreat ;  and  for  dis- 
respect to  the  commander-in-chief  in  two  letters.   The  court- 
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martial  found  him  guilty,  expunging,  however,  the  epithet 
shameful,  and  sentenced  him  to  be  suspended  for  one  year. 
Congress,  with  some  hesitation,  confirmed  the  sentence.  Lee 
was  a  great  man,  but  he  fell  a  victim  to  his  ambition,  and. 
was  suffered  to  die,  in  comparative  obscurity,  by  the  Auk- 
rican  people.  It  should,  however,  in  justice  to  General  Lee, 
be  stated  that  he  had  some  able  defisnders,  who  believed  that 
his  punishment  was  a  hardship,  and  that  he  fell  a  victim  to 
his  ungovernable  temper  rather  than  to  any  ambitious  designs. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  Washington  marched  his  army  towards 
the  Hudson,  to  secure  the  passages  of  the  mountains,  leaving, 
however,  some  detachments  of  light  troops  in  New  Jersey  to 
repress  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and  to  pick  up  deserters. 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  British  army  had  arrived  at  Mid- 
dletown,  not  far  from  Sandy  Hook.  *  The  fleet  of  Howe,  from 
the  Delaware,  was  there,  ready  to  receive  it.  Sandy  Hook 
had  hitherto  been  a  peninsula,  but  the  preceding  winter,  a 
violent  storm  and  inundation  had  disjoined  it  from  the  main 
land,  and  converted  it  into  an  island.  A  bridge  of  boats  was 
constructed  over  this  new  strait,  and  the  army  passed  to 
Sandy  Hook  island,  whence  it  was  conveyed  by  tte  fleet  to 
New  York. 

For  a  time  the  Americans  had  been  compelled  to  retreat 
before  superior  numbers,  but,  like  a  sti'eam  turned  back  upon 
itself,  they  had  gattored  strength,  and  at  last  they  came  like 
a  mighty  fkx>d,  and  swept  the  enemy  to  the  sea. 

Having  made  no  progress  in  the  American  war,  the  king 
and  his  ministers  had  occasion  to  pray  for  beii^  defended 

"From  reveries  so  airy,  from  the  toil 
Of  dropping  buckets  into  empty  wells. 
And  growing'  old  in  drawing  nothing  np !" 

And  should  any  marvel  at  their  ill  success,  while  we  have 
our  finger  in  the  button-hole  of  Cowper's  coat,  we  ask  him 
for  another  quotation,  to  remove  the  difficulty,  and  close  this 
chapter. 

*«  Whose  freedom  is  by  saffmace,  and  at  will 
Of  a  superior,  he  is  never  free. 
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Who  UvM«  and  is  not  weary  of  a  life 

Exposed  to  manacles,  deserres  them  well. 

The  state  that  strives  for  liberty,  though  foilM, 

And  forced  to  abandon  what  she  brsTely  sought, 

Deserres  at  least  applause  for  her  attempt, 

And  |»ity  for  her  loss.    But  tMafa  a  tauH 

JVbtf  qftm  wmKteufmlf  power  mmp^d 

J$  weakneatf  when  cpptmd ;  conaeknm  tfwnngf 

'  TU  fntiilkmimoui  and  prfmt  to  JiigkL 

But  slaves  that  once  conceive  the  glowing  thought 

Of  freedom,  in  that  hope  ii$elf  potten 

AU  that  the  contest  ealle  for ;  spirit^  strength^ 

The  $eom  of  danger,  and  mdted  hearte; 

1%€  eureet  preoageofihe  good  ihey  seeft." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Arrival  of  Coam  D^Estaing— Attack  by  the  French  Fleet  on  Newport— Admi- 
ral Lofd  Howe  «iis  to  its  Defence— Both  Fleets  diqwrsed  by  a  Storai— D*Bi«aing 
tails  liMr  Boston— American  Forces  abandon  the  Bnterpiiss,  and  relnsit— BriiiBh 
pursue  them— Battle  at  Quaker  Hill— Enemy  repulsedr—General  Climon  airives 
for  Relief  of  Newport— Returns  to  New  York. 

'*  List,  ye  landsmen,  all  to  me." 

Oir  the  8th  of  July,  a  short  time  after  Lord  Howe  left  the 
Delaware,  the  Count  D'Estaing,  having  arrived  from  Prance, 
entered  the  month  of  the  river  with  a  powerful  armamenty  to 
co-operate  with  the  American  army,  to  destroy  both  the  Bri- 
tish army  and  fleet.  Having  received  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  was  game,  the  count  pnt  to  sea  anew,  and  on  the  11th 
appeared  at  Sandy  Hook,  in  sight  of  the  British  squadron ; 
but,  appreh^isive  that  his  large  ships  would  not  pass  over 
the  bar,  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  he  withdrew 
to  the  coast  of  New  Jersey,  about  four  miles  from  Sandy 
Book,  wh^re  he  concerted  an  expedition,  with  the  American 
generals,  against  Rhode  Island,  which  had  been  in  possession 
of  the  British  since  December,  1776. 

The  fleet  of  D^Estaing  consisted  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line ; 
two  of  eighty  guns,  six  of  seventy-four,  and  four  large 
firigates.    After  leaving  Howe,  with  an  inferior  naval  force, 
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for  some  time  in  conBtant  apprehension' of  being  attacked,  he 
sailed  for  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  to  act  in  concert  with 
troops,  under  General  Sullivan,  destined  for  the  expedi^on. 
The  militia  of  New  England  were  assembled;  General 
Greene  was  sent  to  Rhode  Island,  his  native  state,  to  arouse 
the  inhabitants ;  and  an  army  of  lO/NN)  men  was  soon  ready- 
to  attack  Newport  by  land. 

In  the  meantime.  General  Pigot,  who  commanded  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  reinforced  from  New  York.  His  garrison  now 
amounted  to  6000  men.  The  part  of  the  town  towards  the 
sea  was  fortified  with  great  expedition;  several  vessels  of 
transport  were  sunk,  to  obstruct  the  approaches  to  the  im- 
portant batteries ;  while  others  were  burned,  to  prevent  them 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Count  D'Estaing  anchored  about  five 
miles  from  Newport.  General  Sullivan  not  having  received 
all  the  militia  he  expected,  a  delay  of  some  days  was  occa- 
sioned; but,  on  the  8th  of  August,  the  preparations  being 
completed,  and  the  wind  favourable,  the  French  squadron 
entered  the  harbour  of  Newport,  discharged  its  broadsides, 
and  receive  the  enemy's  fire  from  their  batteries  on  shore, 
without  much  efiect  on  either  side.  The  next  day,  signals 
announced  the  approach  of  the  whole  British  squadron,  under 
Lord  Howe,  which,  though  reinforced,  was  still  inferior  to 
that  of  the  French.  The  defence  of  the  narrow  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  however,  was  so  formidable,  that  Howe  con- 
cluded that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  aflford  any  aid  to  the 
besieged  army.  Every  thing  promised  success  to  the  allies, 
when  Count  D'Estaing,  whose  heart,  like  Nebuchadnezzar's 
furnace,  was  heated  seven  times  hotter  than  it  was  wont  to 
be  heated,  on  seeing  a  British  fleet,  sailed  out  of  the  harbour 
to  attack  it.  The  French  admiral  having  the  weather-gage, 
Howe  declined  coming  to  action,  and  both  fleets  manoeuvred 
all  day — the  one  to  gain,  and  the  other  to  retain  that  advan- 
tage. On  the  11th,  the  wind  still  being  unfavourable,  Howe 
resolved,  notwithstanding,  to  meet  the  French.  The  fleets 
were  disposed  in  order  of  battle,  ready  to  commence  a  close 
action,  when  a  violent  storm  arose,  which  not  only  separated 
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the  two  fleets,  but  dispersed  the  ships  of  each,  and  almost 
tore  them  to  pieces.    The 

** glorious  minor,  where  the  Almighty's  form 

Glasses  itself  in  tempests,*' 

began  to  heave  its  bosom  like  a  thing  of  life,  and  the  waves 
resomed  their  sway  over  the  wide  waste  of  waters,  and  the 
winds  were  heard  in  the  distance.  The  cries  of  the  sailors, 
the  flapping  of  the  sails,  the  whistling  and  moaning  of  the 
blasts,  conspire  to  make  every  thing  appear  dismal  in  the 
extreme.  You  look  above,  and  all  is  dark  and  fearful — the 
clouds  roll  in  swift  and  heavy  masses  along  the  concave,  and 
the  sailor,  clinging  to  the  sails  as  he  binds  them  to  the  quiver- 
ing yards,  seems  every  moment  ready  to  be  shaken  firom  his 
hold.  The  waves  now  swell  into  billows,  threatening  to  in- 
vade the  sky.  You  look  around,  but  the  firightfiilness  of  the 
scene  is  increased.  The  dark  clouds  give  an  appearance  to 
the  sea  black  as  ink.  The  immense  billows,  tumbling  with  a 
jar  against  the  vessel's  side,  and  with  a  crash  floating  over 
the  deck;  the  staggering,  plunging,  and  rolling  motion  of  the 
vessel,  every  moment  seeming  as  if  it  would  drink  in  the 
waters  and  sink;  all  are  alike  fearful  and  sublime. 

The  mountain  billows  are  now  sweeping  around  and  over 
us  in  fearful  rapidity,  and  dashing  against  the  vessel  with 
foaming  fury,  while  the  spray  begins  to  fly  from  her  bows, 
like  the  foam  of  a  great  cataract. 

Darkness  comes  over  the  scene,  and  reigns  in  fearful  ma- 
jesty. The  portentous  screeching  of  the  sea-birds  adds  terror 
to  the  scene.  The  rage  and  fury  of  the  storm  increases ;  the 
ships  are  hurled  with  an  appalling  velocity  through  the  foam- 
ing spray;  the  rattling  of  the  blocks  overhead  is  blended 
with  the  voices  of  the  commanders  and  sailors ;  the  sails  are 
torn  from  the  ropes  and  scattered  in  fragments,  the  sport  of 
the  winds.  To  these  terrors  are  added  the  increased  roaring 
and  bellowing  of  the  waves,  and  the  howling  of  the  tempest- 
uous winds,  like  the  roaring  and  howling  of  ten  thousand 
wild  beasts,  mingled  with  the  dreadful  voices  of  some  mighty 
spirits  ruling  the  deep.  The  rain,  the  hail,  the  glare  of  light- 
ning, displaying  the  flashing  crests  of  foam,  and  the  crashing 
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peals  of  thunder,  %vhich  as  the  rage  of  the  tempest  increafieiSy 
are  heard  no  more  amid  the  terrible  din  of  the  sea,  roariag 
louder  than  thunder,  form  a  scene,  the  grandeur  and  awful 
sublimity  of  which  no  language  can  paint 

Heaven  and  earth  seem  to  be  at  war ;  the  elements  of  the 
sky  threaten  destruction  to  the  sea,  and  the  sea  is  hurling 
foaming  mountains  at  the  sky.  The  vessel  is  borne  aloft  by 
one  of  those  mountains  of  water,  lit  up  by  the  lightning's 
glare,  which  soon  break  into  masses  of  living  fire,  revealing 
all  the  vast  commotion  of  the  elements,  startling  the  mind 
with  terror,  u^dionishment,  and  admiration — then  all  is  veiled 
in  darkness  again.  The  vessel  trembles  for  a  moment  upon 
a  fearful  height,  then  plunges  down — down  into  a  frightAil 
chasm,  in  which,  for  a  time,  she  appears  to  be  engulfed,  but, 
like  some  huge  monster  of  the  deep,  she  labours,  and  groans, 
and  leaps  upon  the  billows  again.  The  storm  increases.  See 
bow  the  Alpine  mountains  of  water  roll  on;  now  we  are 
rising  higher  and  higher,  and  then  again  we  plunge  into  a 
great  valley,  and  the  mountains  threaten  to  close  over  our 
heads.  The  masts,  with  portions  of  sails  torn  into  ribbons, 
now  come  down  like  an  avalanche ;  the  helm  is  abandoned, 
and  we  are  hurried  on,  the  sport  of  the  winds  and  the  waves. 

Such  wa«  '' '  <:torm  that  dispersed  the  two  fleets,  all  except 
the  thunder,  \  .ich  we  put  in  to  fill  up  the  picture,  a^  we 
once  had  the  pleasure  to  witness  it,  in  a  thunder-storm,  near 
the  banks  of  Nevrfoundland. 

However  extravagant  the  description  of  this  storm  may 
appear  to  those  who  have  not  seen  a  storm  at  sea,  it  will  soon 
appear  that  we  have  not  exaggerated. 

The  tempest,  which  had  lasted  for  forty-eight  hours,  dam- 
aged the  ships  of  both  fleets  so  much,  that  they  were  compelled 
to  put  into  port  to  repair.  The  French  admiral's  ship,  the 
Languedoc,  one  of  the  largest  vessels,  lost  her  rudder  and  all 
her  masts,  and  floated  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and 
the  currents.  In  this  plight,  she  fell  in  with  an  Englisli  vessel 
of  the  scattered  fleet,  of  only  fifty  guns,  but  less  damaged. 
A  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  the  wreck,  which  would 
have  been  (Captured  but  for  the  approach  of  night    The 
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following  morning  a  number  of  French  vessels  appeared,  and 
gave  the  British  captain  chase,  without  being  able  to  come 
up  with  him.  The  same  day  another  English  vessel  fell  in 
with  a  French  ship,  with  only  her  mainmast  standing.  They 
were  also  separated  by  the  coming  of  night,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  several  French  ships,  the  next  morning,  caused  the 
enemy  to  withdraw.  The  British  vessels  returned  to  Sandy 
Hodt  and  New  York,  and  the  French  to  the  harbour  of 
Newport. 

Here  Count  d'Estaing  soon  informed  General  Sullivan  that 
his  intentions  were  to  sail  to  Boston,  to  repair  his  injuries, 
according  to  his  instructions,  which  were,  that  if  he  should 
meet  with  any  disaster,  or  if  a  superior  fleet  should  appear 
on  the  coast,  he  should  sail  for  that  port.  The  late  storm, 
and  the  approach  of  Admiral  Byron  with  reinforcements, 
from  England,  induced  him  to  take  this  resoluti<Mi. 

Generals  Greene  and  Lafayette,  convinced  that  his  departure 
would  be  the  ruin  of  the  expedition,  made  every  possible 
effort  to  persuade  the  Count  to  remain :  but  all  was  fruitless. 
He  got  under  sail  on  the  32d  of  August,  and  was  soon 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Boston. 

Finding  themselves  deserted  by  their  allies,  the  militia 
disbanded,  until  the  American  army,  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
reduced  from  10,000  men  to  about  half  that  number.  The 
American  generals  found  it  necessary  to  retreat.  They  were 
closely  pursued  by  the  British  and  Hessians,  who  coming  up 
in  great  force,  in  the  environs  of  Quaker  Hill,  a  hot  contest 
ensued,  in  which  many  fell  on  both  sides,  but  the  enemy  were 
at  length  repulsed. 

The  day  after  the  retreat.  General  Clinton  arrived  with 
4000  men,  and  a  light  squadron,  for  the  relief  of  Newport. 
Finding  the  place  secure,  he  returned  to  New  York. 
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Dreadful  Barbarities  committed  bf  the  Indiaoa— Massacre  of  Wyotomg. 

'^  They  fell,  like  the  young  oaks  which  stood  alone  on  the  hill.  Hie 
traYeller  saw  the  loTely  trees,  and  wondered  how  they  grew  so  lonely. 
The  blast  of  the  desert  came  and  laid  their  green  heads  low.  Next  day 
he  retamed ;  but  they  were  withered,  and  the  heath  was  bare.'' — Otstan. 

The  savages  took  a  more  active  part  than  ever  in  the  cam- 
paign of  this  year.  Though  they  had  been  intimidated  by 
the  success  of  General  Gates,  and  had  sent  him  congratula- 
tions for  himself  and  the  United  States,  the  intrigues  and 
presents  of  the  British  agents  had  not  lost  their  power  over 
them.  Moreover,  the  emigrant  colonists,  who  had  retired 
among  these  barbarians,  excited  them  continually  by  instiga- 
tions, which,  together  with  their  natural  thirst  for  blood  and 
pillage,  determined  them,  without  scruple,  to  make  incursions 
upon  the  northern  frontiers,  where  they  spread  terror  and 
desolation.  The  most  ruthless  chiefs  that  guided  them  in 
these  sanguinary  expeditions,  were  Colonel  Butler,  who  had 
already  signalized  himself  in  this  war,  and  a  certain  Brandt, 
bom  of  mixed  blood,  the  most  ferocious  being  ever  produced 
by  human  nature,  often  too  prodigal*  of  similar  monsters. 
They  spared  neither  age,  nor  sex,  nor  condition,  nor  even 
their  own  kindred ;  everywhere,  indiscriminately,  they  car- 
ried devastation  and  death.  The  knowledge  which  the  refu- 
gees had  of  the  country,  and  the  insulated  position  of  the 
habitations,  scattered  here  and  there  in  the  wilderness ;  the 
distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  necessity  of 
employing  the  national  force  in  other  remote  parts,  offered 
the  Indians  every  facility  for  executing  their  enterprises,  and 
retiring  with  impunity.  No  means  had  hitherto  been  found 
of  repressing  the  inroads  of  so  cruel  an  enemy. 

Buty  in  the  midst  of  this  general  devastation,  there  hap- 
pened an  event  which,  perhaps,  would  be  found  without  ex- 
ample in  the  history  of  inhuman  men.     Inhabitants  of  Con- 


1778.] 


RsvoLirrioii. 


421 


necticut  had  planted,  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, towards  the  extremity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  the 
road  of  Oswego,  the  settlement  of  Wyoming.  Populous  and 
flourishing,  its  prosperity  was  the  subject  of  admiration.  It 
consisted  of  eight  townships,  each  containing  a  square  of  five 
miles,  beautifully  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The 
mildness  of  the  climate  answered  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil. 
The  inhabitants  were  strangers  alike  to  excessive  wealth, 
which  elates  and  depraves,  and  to  poverty,  which  discourages 
and  degrades.  All  lived  in  a  happy  mediocrity,  frugal  of 
their  own,  and  coveting  nothing  from  others.  Incessantly 
occupied  in  rural  toils*  they  avoided  idleness,  and  all  the 
vices  oi  which  it  is  the  source.  In  a  word,  this  little  coun- 
try presented  in  reality  the  image  of  those  fabulous  times 
which  the  poets  have  described  under  the  name  of  the  Golden 
Age.  But  their  domestic  felicity  was  no  counterpoise  to  the 
zeal  with  which  they  were  animated  for  the  common  cause ; 
they  took  up  arms  and  flew  to  succour  their  country.  It  is 
said  they  had  furnished  to  the  army  no  less  than  a  thousand 
soldiers,  a  number  truly  prodigious  for  so  feeble  a  population, 
and  so  happy  in  their  homes.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the 
drain  of  all  this  vigorous  youth,  the  abundance  of  harvests 
sustained  no  diminution.  Their  crowded  granaries,  and  pas- 
tures replenished  with  fat  cattle,  oiiered  an  exhaustless 
resource  to  the  American  army. 

'« But  neither  so  many  advantages,  nor  even  the  retired  situ- 
ation of  these  unfortunate  colonists,  could  exempt  them  from 
the  baneful  influence  of  party  spirit.  Although  the  tories,  as 
they  called  them,  were  not  so  numerous  as  the  partizans  of 
liberty,  yet  they  challenged  attention  by  the  arrogance  of 
their  character  and  the  extent  of  their  pretensions.  Hence, 
not  only  families  vere  seen  armed  against  families,  but  even 
sons  aided  against  their  fathers ;  brothers  against  brothers, 
and,  at  last,  wives  against  husbands.  The  tories  were  exas- 
perated at  their  losses  in  the  incursions  they  had  made  in 
company  with  the  savages  in  the  preceding  campaigns ;  but 
that  which  envenomed  them  the  most  was,  that  several  indi- 
viduals of  the  same  party,  who,  having  quitted  their  habita- 
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tions,  were  come  to  claim  hospitality,  then  90  much  in  honour 
among  the  Americans,  and  particularly  at  Wyoming,  had 
been  arrested  as  suspected  persons,  and  sent  to  take  their 
trial  in  Connecticut.  Others  had  been  expelled  from  the 
colony.  Thus  hatred  became  continually  more  and  more 
rancorous.  The  tories  swore  revenge ;  they  coalesced  with 
the  Indians.  The  time  was  fayouraUe,  as  the  youth  of  Wy- 
oming were  with  the  army.  In  order  the  better  to  sectire 
success,  and  to  surprise  their  enemies  before  they  should 
think  of  standing  upon  their  defence,  they  resorted  to  artifice. 
They  pretended  the  most  friendly  dispositions,  while  they 
meditated  only  war  and  vengeance. 

'*A  few  weeks  before  they  purposed  to  execute  their  horrible 
enterprise,  they  sent  several  messengers,  charged  with  pro- 
testations of  their  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  peace.  These 
perfidies  lulled  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  into  a  deceitful 
security,  while  they  procured  the  tories  and  savages  the 
means  of  concerting  with  their  partisans,  and  of  observing 
the  immediate  state  of  the  colony.  Notwithstanding  the 
solemn  assurances  of  the  Indians,  the  colonists,  as  it  often 
happens  when  great  calamities  are  about  to  fall  on  a  people, 
seemed  to  have  a  presentiment  of  their  approaching  fiite. 
[This  is  mere  slang — their  fi^rs  arising  from  opinion.]  They 
wrote  to  Washington,  praying  him  to  send  them  immediate  aid. 
Their  despatches  did  not  reach  him ;  they  were  intercepted 
by  the  Pennsylvania  loyalists ;  and  they  would,  besides,  have 
arrived  too  late.  The  savages  had  already  made  their  ap- 
pearance upon  the  frontiers  of  the  oolony ;  the  plunder  they 
had  made  there  was  of  little  importance,  but  the  cruelties  they 
had  perpetrated  were  aifrightfut;  the  mournful  prelude  of 
those  more  terrible  scenes  which  were  shorily  to  follow ! 

''About  the  conunencement  of  the  monch  of  July,  the  In- 
dians suddenly  appeared  in  force  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna. They  were  headed  by  the  John  Butler  and  Brandt 
already  named,  with  other  chiefs  of  their  nation,  distinguished 
by  their  extreme  ferocity  in  the  preceding  expeditions.  This 
trt>op  amounted  in  all  to  1600  men,  of  whom  no  less  than  a 
fourth  were  Indians,  and  the  rest  tories,  disguised  and  painted 
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to  fesemble  tbam.  The  effioers,  however,  wore  tlie  uniforms 
of  their  rank,  and  had  the  appearance  of  regulars.  The 
colooistis  of  WyotmDg,  finding  their  frieodtt  so  remote,  aiid 
tkeir  eDeaiies  so  near,  had  constructed  for  their  eeeurtty  four 
foFta»  in  whiek,  and  upon  different  points  of  t4ie  frontier,  they 
bad  distributed  about  500  men.  The  whole  colony  was  placed 
under  the  cemmand  of  Zebulon  Butler,  cousin  of  John,  a  man 
whoy  with  some  courage,  was  totally  devoid  of  capacity.  He 
wfts  even  aeciMed  of  traaehery ;  but  this  imputation  is  not 
proved.  It  is  at  least  certain,  that  one  of  the  forts  which 
stood  nearest  to  the  frontier,  was  intrusted  to  soldiers  infected 
with  the  opinions  of  the  tories^  and  who  gave  it  up,  without 
resistance,  at  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  second, 
OB  being  vigorously  assaoltsd,  surrendered  at  discretion. 
The  savages  spared,  it  is  true,  the  women  and  children,  but 
butchered  all  the  rest,  without  exception.  Zebulon  withdrew, 
with  all  hb  people,  into  the  principal  fort,  called  Kingston. 
The  eld  men,  the  women,  the  children,  in  a  word,  all  that 
were  unable  to  bear  arms,  repaired  thither  in  throngs,  and 
uttering  lamentable  cries,  as  to  the  last  refiige  where  any 
hope  of  safety  remained.  The  position  was  susceptible  of 
defence ;  and  if  2iebulon  had  held  firm,  he  might  have  hoped 
to  withstand  the  enemy  until  the  arrival  of  succours.  But 
John  Butler  was  lavish  of  promises,  in  order  to  draw  him  out, 
in  which  he  succeeded,  by  persuading  him  that  if  he  would 
consent  to  a  parley  in  the  open  field,  the  siege  would  soon  be 
raised,  and  every  thing  accommodated.  John  retired,  in  fact, 
with  all  his  corps :  Zebulon  afterwards  marched  out  to  the 
place  appointed  for  the  conference,  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  fort ;  from  motives  of  caution,  he  took  with  him  400 
men,  well  armed,  being  nearly  the  whole  strength  of  his  gar- 
rison. If  this  step  was  not  dictated  by  treachery,  it  must,  at 
least,  be  attributed  to  a  very  strange  simplicity.  Having 
come  to  the  spot  agreed  on,  Zebulon  Ibund  no  living  being 
there.  Reluctant  to  return  without  an  interview,  he  advanced 
towards  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  at  a  still  greater  distance 
from  the  fcHrt,  hoping  he  might  there  find  some  person  to 
confer  with.     The  further  he  proceeded  in  this  dismal  soli- 
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tude,  the  more  he  had  occasion  to  remark  that  no  token 
appeared  of  the  presence  or  vicinity  of  human  creatures. 
But  far  from  halting,  as  if  impelled  by  an  irresistible  destiny, 
[or  unmitigated  stupidity,]  he  continued  his  march.  The 
country,  meanwhile,  began  to  be  overshadowed  by  thick 
forests:  at  length,  in  a  winding  path,  he  perceived  a  flag, 
which  seemed  to  vrave  him  on.  The  individual  who  bore  it, 
as  if  afraid  of  treachery  from  his  side,  retired  as  he  advanced, 
still  making  the  same  signals.  But  already  the  Indians,  who 
knew  the  country,  profiting  of  the  obscurity  of  the  woods, 
had  completely  surrounded  him.  The  unfortunate  American, 
without  suspicion  of  the  peril  he  was  in,  continued  to  press 
forward,  in  order  to  assure  the  traitors  that  he  would  not 
betray  them.  He  was  awakened  but  too  soon  from  this 
dream  of  security;  in  an  instant  the  savages  sprung  from 
their  ambush,  and  fell  upon  him  with  hideous  yells. 

''  He  formed  his  little  troop  into  a  compact  column,  and 
showed  more  presence  of  mind  in  danger'  than  he  had  mani- 
fested in  the  negotiation.  Though  surprised,  the  Americans 
exhibited  such  vigour  and  resolution  that  the  advantage  was 
rather  on  their  side,  when  a  soldier,  either  through  treachery 
or  cowardice,  cried  out  aloud,  **  The  colonel  has  ordered  a 
retreatJ'*  The  Americans  immediately  break,  the  savages 
leap  in  among  the  ranks,  and  a  horrible  carnage  ensues. 
The  fugitives  fell  by  missiles,  the  resisting  by  clubs  and  toma- 
hawks. The  wounded  overturn  those  that  are  not ;  the  dead 
and  the  dying  are  heaped  together  promiscuously.  Happy 
those  who  expire  the  soonest !  The  savages  reserve  the  liv- 
ing for  tortures !  and  the  infuriate  tories,  if  other  arms  fiiil 
them,  mangle  the  prisoners  with  their  nails !  Never  was  rout 
so  deplorable;  never  was  massacre  accompanied  with  so 
many  horrors.  Nearly  all  the  Americans  perished;  about 
sixty  escaped  from  the  butchery,  and,  with  Zebulon,  made 
their  way  good  to  a  redoubt  upon  the  other  bank  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna. 

«'  The  conquerors  invested  Kingston  anew,  and,  to  dismay 
the  relics  of  the  garrison  by  the  most  execrable  spectacle, 
they  hurled  into  the  place  above  ttoo  hundred  scalps^  ttUl  reek* 
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ing  with  blood,  of  their  slaughtered  brethren.  Colonel  Denni- 
8on»  who  commanded  the  fort,  seeing  the  impossibility  of  de- 
{ence,  sent  out  a  flag  to  inquire  of  Butler  what  terms  would 
be  allowed  the  garrison,  on  surrendering  the  fort  ?  He  an- 
swered, with  all  the  fellness  of  his  inhuman  character,  in  a 
single  word — the  hatdiet.  Reduced  to  this  dreadful  extre- 
mity, the  colonel  still  made  what  resistance  he  could.  At 
length,  having  lost  almost  all  his  soldiers,  he  surrendered  at 
discretion.  The  savages  entered  the  fort,  and  began  to  drag 
out  the  vanquished,  who,  knowing  the  hands  they  were  in, 
expected  no  mercy.  But,  impatient  of  the  tedious  process 
of  murder  in  detail,  the  barbarians  afterwards  bethought 
themselves  of  enclosing  the  men,  women  and  children  pro- 
miscuously in  the  houses  and  barracks,  to  which  they  set  fire 
and  consumed  all  within,  listening,  delighted,  to  the  moans 
and  shrieks  of  the  expiring  multitude. 

"  The  fort  of  Wilkesbarre  still  remained  in  the  power  of  the 
colonists  of  Wyoming.  The  victors  presented  themselves 
before  it ;  those  within,  hoping  to  find  mercy,  surrendered  at 
discretion,  and  without  resistance.  But  if  opposition  exas- 
perated these  ferocious  men,  or  rather  these  tigers,  insatiable 
of  human  blood,  submission  did  not  soften  them.  Their  rage 
was  principally  exercised  upon  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison, 
all  of  whom  they  put  to  death,  with  a  barbarity  ingenious  in 
tortures.  As  for  the  rest,  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
appeared  to  them  not  to  merit  any  special  attention,  they 
burned  them  as  before,  in  the  houses  and  barracks.  The 
forts  being  fallen  into  their  hands,  the  barbarians  proceeded, 
without  obstacle,  to  the  devastation  of  the  country.  They 
employed  at  once,  fire,  sword,  and  all  instruments  of  destruc- 
tion<  The  crops  of  every  description  were  consigned  to  the 
flames.  The  habitations,  granaries,  and  other  constructions, 
the  fruit  of  years  of  human  industry,  sunk  in  ruin  under  the 
destructive  strokes  of  these  cannibals.  But  who  will  believe 
that  their  fury,  not  yet  satiated  upon  human  creatures,  was 
aJso  wreaked  upon  the  very  beasts  1  That  they  cut  out  the 
tongues  of  the  horses  and  cattle,  and  left  them  to  wander  in 
the  midst  of  those  fields  lately  so  luxuriant,  and  now  in  deso- 
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lation,  seeming  to  enjoy  the  torments  of  their  lingeriiig 
death? 

**  We  have  long  hesitated  whether  we  ought  to  relate  par- 
ticular instances  of  this  demoniac  cruelty;  the  bare  remem- 
brance of  them  makes  us  shudder.  But  on  reflecting  that 
these  examples  may  deter  good  [rulers]  from  war,  and  citi- 
zens from  civil  discord,  we  have  deemed  it  useful  to  record 
them.  Captain  Bedlock  having  been  stripped  naked,  the 
savages  stuck  sharp  pine  splinters  into  all  parts  of  his  body; 
and  then  a  heap  of  knots  of  the  same  wood  being  piled  round 
him,  the  whole  was  set  on  fire,  and  his  two  companions,  the 
Captains  Ranson  and  Durgee,  thrown  alive  into  the  flames. 
The  lories  appearti  io  vie  wiihf  and  even  to  surpass^  the  sav- 
ages in  barbarity.  One  of  them,  whose  mother  had  married  a 
second  husband,  butchered  her  with  his  own  hand,  and  after- 
wards massacred  his  father-in-law,  his  own  sisters,  and  their 
infants  in  the  cradle.  Another  killed  his  own  father,  and 
exterminated  all  his  family.  A  third  imbrued  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  his  brothers,  his  sisters,  his  brother-in-law,  and 
his  father-in-law. 

''These  were  a  part  only  of  the  horrors  perpetrated  by  the 
loyalists  and  Indians,  at  the  excision  of  Wyoming*  Other 
atrocities,  if  possible,  still  more  abominable,  we  leave  in  si- 
lence. 

''Those  who  had  survived  the  massacres  were  no  less  worthy 
of  commiseration ;  they  were  women  and  children,  who  had 
escaped  to  the  woods  at  the  time  their  husbands  and  fathers 
expired  under  the  blows  of  the  barbarians.  Dispersed  and 
wandering  in  the  forests,  as  chance  and  fear  directed  their 
steps,  without  clothes,  without  food,  without  guide,  these 
defenceless  fugitives  suffered  every  degree  of  distress.  Se%'e- 
ral  of  the  women  were  delivered  alone  in  the  woods,  at  a 
great  distance  from  every  possibility  of  relief.  The  most  ro- 
bust and  resolute  alone  escaped ;  the  others  perished ;  their 
bodies  and  those  of  their  hapless  infants  became  the  prey  of 
wild  beasts.  Thus  the  most  flourishing  colony  then  existing 
in  America  was  totally  erased. 

"  The  destruction  of  Wyoming,  and  the  cruelties  which 
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accompanied  it,  filled  all  the  inhabitants  of  America  with 
horror,  with  compassion,  and  with  indignant  fury.  They 
fiilly  purposed,  on  a  future  day,  to  exact  a  condign  Tengeanee ; 
but  in  the  present  state  of  the  war,  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  execute  their  intent  immediately." 

The  day  of  retribution  came,  and  the  savages  felt  the  fire 
and  sword  of  a  people  whom  their  outrages  had  inspired  with 
unrelenting  fiiry,  almost  as  savage  as  their  own* 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Campai^  once  more  opened  in  the  South — Savannah  taken  by  the  British^ 
D'Estaing  arriTes  on  the  coast  of  Georgia— Attack  on  Savannah  by  the  combined 
Ametieaa  and  Fraooh  Foioes— They  are  repubed— D'Eataing  aaUa  for  Fraaoe-* 
Daring  Enterpciaa  executed  bjr  Colonel  John  White. 

«« Wo  for  the  lind  thoa  tiampiaet  o'er, 
Doath-^tmling  fiend  of  w«r  !*' 

Thb  south,  which  had  been  exempt  from  hostile  operations 
ever  since  the  enemy  made  the  unsuccessful  attempt  upon 
Charleston,  was  destined  once  more  to  become  the  theatre  of 
war.  Georgia  being  the  weakest  state  in  the  south,  prudence 
dictated  to  an  enemy,  becoming  rather  cautious,  to  make  that 
the  first  point  of  attack.  In  November,  Colonel  Campbell 
was  despatched  from  New  York,  by  Clinton,  with  2500  men, 
against  Savannah,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
together  with  the  state  itself,  after  a  short  resistance  made 
by  the  American  General  Howe,  with  a  force  consisting  of 
only  600  continentals  and  a  few  hundred  militia. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  an  attempt  was  made  to  recover 
Savannah.  Count  D'Estaing,  who  had  sailed  to  the  West 
Indies,  to  strike  at  the  British  power  there,  returned  to  co- 
operate with  the  Americans.  In  September,  1779,  he  ar- 
rived so  unexpectedly  upon  the  coast  of  Georgia,  that  a  Bri- 
tish vessel  of  fifty  guns,  and  three  frigates,  fell  into  his  hands. 
General  Lincoln,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Congress  to 
take  charge  of  the  army  of  the  south,  on  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  D'Estaing  had  arrived,  marched  to  co-operate 
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with  him.  Before  the  arriTal  of  Lincoln^  the  Count  had  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  town.  General  PreTost,  the 
English  commander,  requested  a  day  to  consider  upon  the 
matter,  which  was  Tery  imprudently  granted.  A  reinforce- 
ment arriTcd,  and  the  enemy  bid  defiance  to  the  Coiint.  On 
the  arriTal  of  Lincoln,  preparations  were  made  for  a  siege. 
At  length  an  assault  was  made  by  D'Estaing  and  Lincoln, 
in  which  they  suflfered  so  scTcrely,  that  the  siege  was  raised, 
and  the  count  re-embarked  and  left  America. 

"  While  the  siege  of  Savannah  was  pending,  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  enterprises  eTer  related  in  history,  one, 
indeed,  which  notlidng  but  the  respectability  of  the  testimony 
could  have  prcTcnted  our  considering  as  marrellous,  occurred. 
It  was  an  enterprise  conceived  and  executed  by  Colonel  John 
White,  of  the  Georgia  line.  A  Captain  French,  of  Delancey's 
first  battalion,  was  posted,  with  100  men,  British  regulars,  on 
the  Ogeechee  riTcr,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  SaTannah. 
There  lay  also,  at  the  same  place,  fiTO  armed  Tessels,  the 
largest  mounting  fourteen  guns,  and  haTing  on  board,  alto- 
gether, forty-one  men.  Colonel  White,  with  Captain  Etholm, 
three  soldiers,  and  his  own  servant^  approached  this  post  on 
the  CTening  of  the  30th  of  September,  kindled  a  number  of 
fires,  arranging  them  in  the  manner  of  a  large  camp,  and 
summoned  French  to  surrender ;  he  and  his  conu*ades  riding 
about  in  various  directions,  and  giving  orders  in  a  loud  voice, 
as  if  performing  the  duties  of  the  staflf  to  a  large  army. 
French,  not  doubting  the  reality  of  what  he  saw,  and  anxious 
to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood,  which  a  contest  with  a  force  so 
superior  would  produce,  surrendered  the  whole  detachment, 
together  with  the  crews  of  the  five  Tessels,  amounting,  in  all, 
to  141  men,  and  130  stand  of  arms ! 

"  Colonel  White  had  still,  however,  a  very  difficult  game  to 
play ;  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  delusion  of  Captain 
French  until  the  prisoners  should  be  secured ;  and,  with  this 
view,  he  pretended  that  the  animosity  of  his  troops  was  so 
ungOTcrnable,  that  a  little  stratagem  would  be  necessary  to 
saTe  the  prisoners  from  their  fury,  and  that  he  should,  there- 
fore, commit  them  to  the  care  of  three  guides,  with  orders  to 
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conduct  them  to  a  place  of  safety.  With  many  thanks  for 
the  Coloners  humanity,  French  accepted  the  proposition,  and 
marched  off  at  a  quick  pace,  under  the  direction  of  the  three 
guides,  fearful,  at  every  step,  that  the  rage  of  White's  troops 
would  burst  upon  them,  in  defiance  of  his  humane  attempts 
to  restrain  them.  White,  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  sight, 
employed  himself  in  collecting  the  militia  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, with  whom  he  overtook  his  prisoners,  and  they  were 
conducted,  in  safety,  for  twenty-five  miles,  to  an  American 
fort:*— Men. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Shameiiil  Outrages  of  the  British — ^Piraticil  Expedition  against  Virginiar— Devas- 
tation of  the  Cotmtry — Expedition  against  Connecticut— New  Haven  plundered — 
Fsicfield,  Norwalk,  and  Greenland  bomed— Horrid  Bmtalities  committed  by  the 
British  Troops— Putnam  attacked  by  Governor  Tryon—Wonderiiil  Escape  of 
Putnam. 

**  0  pardon  me,  thou  bleeding  piece  of  earth. 
That  I  am  meek  and  gentle  with  these  butchers.'* 

Unable  to  subdue  the'  American  armies,  the  British  now 
commenced  a  shameful  war  upon  the  peaceful  inhabitants, 
and  began  to  lay  waste  a  country  they  could  not  conquer. 

One  of  these  piratical  expeditions  was  directed  against 
Virginia,  where  their  course  was  marked  by  cruelty  and 
devastation ;  burning  everything  they  could  not  carry  away, 
until  the  country,  as  far  as  they  proceeded,  was  converted 
into  one  vast  scene  of  smoking  ruins. 

A  similar  expedition  was  projected  against  the  ports  of 
Connecticut.  This  was  placed  under  the  conmiand  of  Gov- 
ernor Tryon.  After  plundering  New  Haven,  he  proceeded 
to  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  and  Greenland,  which  he  committed  to 
the  jflames. 

^*  In  an  account  of  the  devastations  made  by  the  English 
in  this  expedition,  which  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  it  ap- 
peared that  at  Fairfield  there  were  burnt  two  houses  of  pub- 
lic worship,  fifteen  dwelling-houses,  eleven  barns,  and  several 
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Stores.  At  Norwalk,  two  houses  of  public  worship,  eighty 
dwelling-houses,  seventy-seven  barns,  twenty-two  stores, 
seventeen  shops,  four  mills  and  five  vessels.  In  addition  to 
this  wanton  destruction  of  property,  various  were  the  acts  of 
brutality,  rapine,  and  cruelty,  committed  on  aged  persons, 
women,  and  prisoners.  At  New  Haven,  an  aged  citizen,  who 
laboured  under  a  natural  inability  of  speech,  had  his  tongue 
cut  out  by  one  of  the  i*oyal  army.  At  Fairfield,  the  deserted 
houses  of  the  inhabitants  were  entered ;  desks,  trunks,  clo- 
sets, and  chests,  were  broken  open  and  robbed  of  everything 
valuable.  Women  were  insulted,  abused,  and  threatened, 
while  their  apparel  was  taken  from  them.  Even  an  infant 
was  robbed  of  its  clothes,  while  a  bayonet  was  pointed  at  the 
breast  of  its  mother. 

"About  this  time  General  Putnam,  who  had  been  stationed 
with  a  respectable  force  at  Reading,  in  Connecticut,  then  on 
a  visit  to  his  outpost,  at  Horse  Neck,  was  attacked  by  Gover- 
nor Tryon  with  1500  men.  Putnam  had  only  a  picket  of 
150  men,  and  two  field-pieces,  without  horses  or  drag-ropes. 
He,  however,  placed  his  cannon  on  the  high  ground,  near  the 
meeting-house,  and  continued  to  pour  in  upon  the  advancing 
foe,  until  the  enemy's  horse  appeared  upon  a  charge.  The 
general  now  hastily  ordered  his  men  to  retreat  to  a  neigh- 
bouring swamp,  inaccessible  to  horse,  while  he  himself  put 
spurs  to  his  steed,  and  plunged  down  the  precipice  at  the 
church.  This  is  so  steep  as  to  have  artificial  stairs,  composed 
of  nearly  one  hundred  stone  slqu,  for  the  accommodation  of 
worshippers  ascending  to  the  sanctuary.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  dragoons  at  the  brow  of  the  hill,  they  paused,  thinking  it 
too  dangerous  to  follow  the  steps  of  the  adventurous  hero. 
Before  any  could  go  round  the  hill  and  descend,  Putnam  had 
escaped,  uninjured  by  the  many  balls  which  were  fired  at 
him  in  his  descent;  but  one  touched  him,  and  that  only 
passed  through  his  hat.  He  proceeded  to  Stamford,  where, 
havic^  strengthened  his  picket  with  some  militia,  he  boldly 
faced  about  and  pursued  Governor  Tryon  on  his  return." 


1T79.]  BEvourruHi.  431 

CHAPTER  XX. 

Siormiag  of  Stony  Point. 

**  His  brandish'd  sword  did  blind  men  with  its  beams ; 
Hb  arms  spread  wider  than  a  dragon's  wings : 
Hia  siMikling  ejea,  replate  with  awlnl  ^se^ 
Moie  dassled,  and  dtave  baek  his  enemies, 
Than  mid-day  son  fieiee  bent  against  their  faces. 
What  should  I  say  t    His  deeds  exceed  all  speech : 
He  ne'er  lift  up  bis  hand  but  conqnerM." 

The  8ufieriag  inhabitants  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
called  loudly  upon  Washington  for  troops  to  defend  them ; 
but  he  still  kept  his  army  concentrated  on  both  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  at  some  distance  from  New  York»  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  taking  West  Point,  a  place  of  great  importance, 
situated  sixty  miles  above  New  York. 

While  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  a  predatory  warfare, 
an  expediti<m  was  planned  and  executed,  which,  in  boldness 
and  intrepidity,  was  not  exceeded  by  any  enterprise  in  the 
history  of  our  wars.  This  was  the  storming  of  Stony  Point, 
ibrty  miles  north  of  New  York,  on  the  Hudson. 

"  The  English  had  laboured  with  such  industry  in  finishing 
the  works  at  Stony  Point,  that  they  had  already  reduced  that 
rock  to  the  conditicm  of  a  real  fortress.  They  had  furnished 
it  with  a  numerous  and  selected  garrison.  The  stores  were 
abundant;  the  defensive  preparations  formidable.  These 
considerations  could  not,  however,  discourage  Washington 
trcm  forming  the  design  to  surprise  the  fort.  He  charged 
General  Wayne  with  the  attack,  whom  he  provided  with  a 
strong  detachment  of  the  most  enterprising  and  veteran 
infantry  in  all  his  army. 

''  These  troops  set  out  on  their  expedition  on  the  15th  of 
July,  and,  having  accomplished  their  march  over  high  moun- 
tains, through  deep  morasses,  difficult  defiles,  and  roads  ex- 
ceedingly bad  and  narrow,  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  within  a  mile  of  Stony  Point.    General  Wayne  then 
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halted  to  reconnoitre  the  works,  and  to  observe  the  situation 
of  the  garrison.  The  English,  however,  did  not  perceive 
him.  He  formed  his  corps  in  two  columns,  and  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  right.  It  was  preceded  by  a  vanguard  of 
150  picked  men,  commanded  by  tha^brave  and  adventurous 
Frenchman,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury.  This  vanguard  was 
itself  guided  by  a  forlorn  hope  of  about  20,  led  by  Lieute- 
nant Gibbon.  The  column  on  the  left,  conducted  by  Major 
Stewart,  had  a  similar  vanguard,  also  preceded  by  a  forlorn 
hope  under  Lieutenant  Knox.  These  forlorn  hopes,  among 
other  offices,  were  particularly  intended  to  remove  the  abattis 
and  other  obstructions,  which  lay  in  the  way  of  the  succeed- 
ing troops.  General  Wayne  directed  both  columns  to  march 
in  order  and  silence,  with  unloaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayo- 
nets. At  midnight  they  arrived  under  the  walls  of  the  fort. 
The  two  columns  attacked  upon  the  flanks,  while  Major  Mur- 
fee  engaged  the  attention  of  the  garrison  by  a  feint  in  their 
front  An  unexpected  obstacle  presented  itself;  the  deep 
morass  which  covered  the  works  was  at  this  time  overflowed 
by  the  tide.  The  English  opened  a  most  tremendous  fire  of 
musketry,  and  of  cannon  loaded  with  grape-shot ;  but  neither 
the  inundated  morass,  nor  a  double  palisade,  nor  the  bas- 
tioned  ramparts,  nor  the  storm  of  fire  that  was  poured  from 
them,  could  arrest  the  impetuosity  of  the  Americans ;  they 
opened  their  way  with  the  bayonet,  prostrated  whatever  op- 
posed them,  scaled  the  fort,  and  the  two  columns  met  in  the 
centre  of  the  works.  General  Wayne  received  a  contusion 
in  the  head,  by  a  musket-ball,  as  he  passed  the  last  abattis ; 
Colonel  Fleury  struck  with  his  own  hand  the  royal  standard 
that  waved  upon  the  walls.  Of  the  forlorn  hope  of  Gibbon, 
17  out  of  the  20  perished  in  the  attack.  The  EngHsh  lost 
upwards  of  600  men  in  killed  and  prisoners.  The  conquerors 
abstained  from  pillage  and  from  all  disorder ;  a  conduct  the 
more  worthy  to  be  commended,  as  they  had  still  present  in 
mind  the  ravages  and  butcheries  which  their  enemies  had  so 
recently  committed  in  Carolina,  in  Connecticut,  and  in  Yir- 
^nia.  Humanity  imparted  new  effulgence  to  the  victory 
whieh  valour  had  obtained.'^ 


ms.^ 
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^  But  Hudson  still,  with  his  interior  tide, 
Laves  a  mde  rock  that  bean  Britannia's  pride, 
Swells  round  the  headland  with  indignant  loar. 
And  mocks  her  thunders  from  his  mmrnuring  sheie; 
When  a  firm  oohoft  starta  fiem  FeekdaH  plaint 
To  crash  the  inraffers  and  the  post  regain. 
Here,  gallant  HoU,  again  thy  swoid  is  tried, 
Meigs,  Henry,  Butler,  labouring  side  by  side : 
Wayne  takes  the  goidanee,  culls  the  vigoroaa  ba^id, 
Strikes  out  the  flint,  and  bids  the  nerrous  hand 
Trust  the  mute  bayonet  and  midnight  skies, 
To  fi^ratch  o*er  craggy  walls  the  daric  surprise. 
With  axes,  handspikes  on  the  shoulder  hung, 
And  the  sly  watchword,  whisper'd  from  die  tongue. 
Through  different  paths  the  silent  auioh  they  take, 
Plunge,  cliBbtlsi.ditch,  the  pelisidahieik,  * 
flsnnin  each  sentuisL  each  nieket  ahiuu 
Qf9pe  ^  dim  pfwtecn  where  ^la  by-W9y»  ran. 
Soon  the  roused  garrison  perceires  its  plight; 
Small  time  to  rally  and  no  means  of  flight, 
Tliey  spring,  con^ised,  to  erery  post  Aey  knowt 
Point  their  poised  cannon  where  ^ley  hear  the  fbe^ 
Streak  the  dark  w«Udn  with  the  flames  they  pour, 
Afid  rock  the  mountain  with  convulsire  roar. 

The  swift  assailants  still  pp  fire  retsum, 
'  But,  toward  the  batteries  that  above  them  bum, 
Climb  hard  from  crag  to  crag;  and,  scaling  highsrt 
They  pierce  the  long,  dense  canopy  ef  flie 
That  sheeted  sU  the  sky;  then  rush  amain, 
StGsm  eveiy  onlworic,  each  dread  suauait  gain. 
Hew  timber'd  gates,  the  sullen  drawbridge  iUl, 
File  through,  and  form  within  the  sounding  walL 
Hie  Britons  strike  their  flag,  the  fort  forego, 
Pescend,  sad  prisoners,  to  the  plain  below. 
A  thousand  yeterans,  ere  the  morning  rope, 
Receiyed  their  handcuffs  from  fiye  hundred  foes ; 
And  Stony  Point  beheld,  with  dawning  day, 
Hi^  own  starr'd  standard  on  his  ramparts  play.** 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

OpaiatioM  agtinst  ihb  Indius. 


■  Since  breTity  is  the  soul  of  wit, 


And  tedioQsness  the  limbs  and  outward  flourishes, 
I  will  be  brief." 

The  pericMi  had  now  arrived  to  chastise  the  Indians  for  the 
fiendish  outrages  they  had  committed.  General  Sullivan, 
with  between  4000  and  5000  men,  marched  up  the  Susque- 
hanna and  attacked  the  savages  in  well-constructed  fortifica- 
tions. They  made  a  fierce  resistance,  but,  being  overpowered, 
they  fled  like  a  herd  of  buffaloes.  Sullivan,  according  to  his 
instructions,  laid  waste  their  country.  He  burned  forty 
villages  and  destroyed  160,000  bushels  of  corn. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


Campaign 


-Inactivity  of  both  Pariies— Pecuniary  Difficulties  of  the 


American  Gove  '^it — Sir  Henry  Clinton  despatches  an  Elxpedition  against 
Charleston— Furzu;)-^  Assanlt  on  the  Town— Lincoln  refiiaes  to  surrender— Assault 
renewed — Capitulaiion-^Operaiions  of  General  Wadaworth  in  the  North — Sur- 
prised and  tiJien  Prisoner— Wonderful  Bscape  and  subsequent  Adventures  of 
General  Wadsworth  and  Major  Burton. 

**  Obserre  yon  tree  in  your  neighbour's  garden,'^  said  Zanoni  to  Viola. 
"  Look  how  it  grows  up.  *  *  *  Some  wind  scattered  the  germ,  from 
which  it  sprung,  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks ;  choked  up  and  walled  round  by 
crags  and  buildinga,  by  nature  and  by  man,  its  life  has  been  one  struggle 
for  the  light;  light,  which  makes  to  that  life  the  necessity  and  the  principle. 
You  see  how  it  has  writhed  and  twisted ;  how,  meeting  with  barriers  in 
one  spot,  it  has  laboured  and  worked,  stem  and  branches,  towards  the  clear 
skies  at  last.  •  •  *  Why  are  its  leaves  as  green  and  as  fair  as  the 
vine  behind  you,  which,  with  all  its  arms,  can  embrace  the  open  sunshine  1 
*  *  Because  of  the  very  instinct  that  impelled  the  struggle:  because  the 
labour  for  the  light  won  to  the  light  at  length.  So  vnth  a  gallant  hearty  through 
every  adverse  accident  of  sorrow  and  of  fate  to  tnrn  to  the  sun,  to  strive 
for  the  heaven ;  that  it  is  that  gives  knowledge  to  the  strong  and  happii 
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to  the  weak.  Ere  we  meet  again,  you  wiU  turn  sad  and  heavy  eyes  to  those 
qmet  houghs,'  and,  when  yon*  hear  the  birds  sing  from  them,  and  gee  the 
•lUtthiDe  come  slant  from  crag  and  house-top,  to  be  the  playfellow  of  their 
leayes,  leam  the  lesson  that  nature  teaches  yon,  and  strive  through  darkness 
to  light  f'^ 

The  year  1779  was  distinguished  for  the  feeble  exertions 
of  both  parties.  Count  D'Estaing,  though  unsuccessful  on 
the  American  coast,  had  kept  the  British  in  check  with  his 
powerful  fleet,  and,  in  his  visit  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
captured  two  islands,  actually  drew  the  British  fleet  after 
him. 

The  activity  of  the  Americans  was  lessened,  partly  by  the 
disappointment  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  French  fleet, 
and  partly  by  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  currency. 
Loans  were  difiicult  to  negotiate,  from  the  uncertainty^  of  the 
issue  of  the  war,  and  taxation  was  rather  a  dangerous  expe- 
riment, at  this  period,  for  very  obvious  reasons. 

After  receiving  certain  information  of  the  departure  of 
D'Estaing,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  set  on  foot  an  expedition  for 
the  reduction  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Conunitting 
the  garrison  of  New  York  to  General  Knyphausen,  he  em- 
barked with  a  force  of  between  7000  and  8000  men,  on  the 
26th  of  December.  A  violent  tempest  arose,  which  dispersed 
the  whole  fleet,  and  damaged  most  of  the  vessels.  About  the 
end  of  January,  1780,  the  ships  arrived  at  Tybee,  in  Georgia, 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  like  scattered  wild  geese, 
with  ruflfed  plumage.  Some  of  their  vessels  were  intercepted 
by  the  Americans.  One  transport  foundered  with  all  its 
lading ;  the  horses  on  board  nearly  all  perished.  The  dispersed 
tnx^s  having  re^assembled  in  Georgia,  their  injuries  were 
repaired  by  the  troops  of  Savannah;  and,  on  the  10th  of 
February,  they  set  sail  from  Tybee  to  North  Edisto,  a  river 
which  empties  itself  into  the  sea  near  the  Isle  of  St.  John, 
upon  the  coast  of  South  Carolina.  On  this  island  the  troops 
were  disembarked,  about  thirty  miles  from  Charleston.  Part 
of  the  fleet  was  now  sent  round  to  block  up  the  harbour  of 
Charleston  by  sea,  while  the  troops  advanced  through  the 
country,  passing  from  John's  to  James's  Island  ;  and  thence 
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oyer  Ws^ppoo  Cut  to  the  oi^in  laod,  and  proceedad  to  Ashhy 
river,  fcq)pasite  CharkstoOt  On  tlu^  fUSHk  of  M^rebt  Hmf 
began  lo  cross  the  riTer,  and  were  soen  laaded  on  Cfaariesloa 
Neck,  twetve  miles  above  the  town. 

In  the  meantime,  General  Lincoln  and  John  Rutledge, 
gftv&FSK^r  of  the  »t^te,  made  gi^efit  preparations'  to  defend  the 
oity.  The  tor^ificatiQPs  were  pushed  with  ind^ntagtible  i%- 
dvistry.  A  chain  of  nsdoubts,  lines,  ^Bd  batteriies,  si^a  w- 
tended  froija  Ashley  to  Cooper  rWer,  upon  which  were  mpmted 
upwards  of  eighty  pieces  of  oannon  and  qaortar^.  In  firmi 
of  the  line  they  dug  a  canal,  and  filled  it  with  water.  ||i 
front  of  either  flanjc,  the  works  were  covered  by  swamps, 
fjlU'WQg  nMujral  impediment?,  where  the  artificial  eivM- 
Between  these  impediments  and  the  wortev,  were  two  r^wpi 
of  aj>atUs,  the  tre^  beii^  buried  slantii^  in  the  earth,  with 
their  bciQ4s  outwards,  and  these  works  were  further  secured 
by  a  double-picketed  ditch.  In  the  centre,  where  the  natural 
defences  were  not  equal  to  those  of  the  flanks,  was  %  born* 
work  of  masonry,  forming  a  kind  of  citadel.  This  was  {t^ 
only  side  on  which  th^  city  could  be  approached  by  land ; 
but  towards  the  water,  the  Americans  had  non^rous  batterie9« 
covered  with  artillery,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  ships. 

The  enemy,  who,  io  crossing  Ihe  Ashley  riv^r,  had  cut  off 
all  communication,  by  land,  from  the  Americaas,  now  ap- 
proached the  town,  and  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  April,  they 
broke  ground  within  800  yards  of  the  American  work^ ;  ai^ 
in  another  week  their  guns  were  mounted  in  battery.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  wiad  and  tide.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  passed 
fort  Moultrie,  under  press  of  sail,  and  took  his  station  within 
cannon-shot  of  Charleston.  Colonel  Pinckney,  with  a  re^- 
spectable  force,  had  opened  all  his  artillery  upon  the  British 
vessels  as  they  passed  the  fort ;  but,  so  rapid  was  their  pa^s* 
age,  that  they  sustained  but  little  dama^.  Thus  invested  by 
sea  and  land,  Lincoln  was  surnvtoned  to  ^surrender.  The  fatal 
consequences  of  a  cannonade  and  9tonn  were  held  out  in  the 
summons ;  and  the  present  as  the  only  favourable  opportunity 
to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants.  Lincoln 
answered : — "  Sixty  days  have  passed  pince  it  has  be0n  known 
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that  your  intentioiM  against  thta  town  were  hostile/ in  which 
time  has  been  aflarded  to  abandon  it ;  but  duty  and  inclina- 
tion point  to  the  propriety  of  supporting  it  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity." 

The  batteries  of  the  first  parallel  were  now  opened  upon 
the  town,  and  the  Americans  answered  in  a  movt  spirited 
manner.  A  second  pvrallel  was  completed^  nearer  than  the 
first,  and  furnished  with  batteries ;  and,  at  last,  t  third,  close 
to  the  American  works.  Prepared  to  coifiAie&ce  the  bom- 
bardment of  the  town,  Clinton  again  summoned  Lincoln  to 
surrender.  A  negotiati<»i  was  opened,  but  the  English  com- 
mander insisted  that  the  town  should  surfendei*  al  discretion ; 
agreeing  to  nothing  fimtMr,  as  to  private  property,  than  that 
it  should  be  preserve  frou  pillage ;  while  the  Ametican  com- 
mander required  not  only  that  the  citizens  and  militia  should 
hb  free  with  rtopect  to  their  persons,  but  that  they  should  also 
h^  permitted  to  sell  their  property,  and  retire  with  the  proce^ 
wherever  they  might  see  fit.  The  conferences  were  broken 
oft,  and  hostilities  recommenced. 

The  American  fortifications  were  now  battered  down  With 
the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy ;  the  town  was  overwhelmed 
With  bombs  and  carcasses,  and  the  flames  began  to  Spread  on 
every  side. 

**  Tlie  bold  belcMiguerM  post  the  hero  gaios, 
And  Ifae  haid  tiegp  trith  tarrioM  hte  smrtudi ; 
Coniwallis,  towering  at  the  British  van, 
In  these  fieree  toils  his  wild  eareer  began ; 
He  monnte  the  forky  streams,  and  soon  bestrides 
The  narrow  neck  that  parts  converging  tides. 
Sinks  the  deep  trench,  erects  the  mantling  tower, 
Lines  with  strong  fotts  the  desolated  shore, 
Hens  «a  all  sides  the  long  nnsoe^oar'd  plaoe, 
Wlih  mines  and  parallels  oontraofs  the  Spade; 
Then  bids  the  battering  floats  his  laboars  otowb, 
And  poor  their  bombard  on  the  shuddering  town. 
High  6dm  the  dedcs  the  mortar's  burstbg  fires 
l^Weep  the  foil  streets,  and  splinter  doWn  the  spiteS. 
Bltee-trailing  fiises  malt  the  night's  dim  tMind, 
And  shells  and  langrange  lacerate  the  gioand ; 
'nil  all  the  tented  plain,  where  heroes  tread, 
Is  torn  with  eraga  and  eoYered  with  the  dead. 
__- 
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Each  shower  of  flames  renews  the  towii8meii*8  woe ; 
They  wail  the  fight,  they  dread  the  oruel  foe. 
Matrons  in  crowds,  while  tears  bedew  their  charms, 
Babes  at  their  sides  and  infants  in  their  arms, 
Press  round  their  Lincoln,  and  his  hand  implore 
To  Bare  them,  trembling,  from  the  tyrant's  power. 
He  shares  their  anguish  with  a  oaM>isleDing  eye, 
And  bids  the  balls  rain  thicker  through  the  ^ ; 
Tries  every  aid  that  art  and  yalour  yield, 
The  sap,  the  countermine,  the  battling  field, 
The  bold  sortie,  by  famine  urged  afar, 
That  dreadful  daughter  of  earth-wasting  War. 
But  Tain  the  conflict  now ;  on  all  the  shore. 
The  foes  in  fresh  brigades  around  him  poor ; 
He  yields,  at  last,  the.well-contested  prise. 
And  freedom's  banners  quit  the  southern  skies." 

The  works  nearly  destroyed,  his  retreat  and  provisions  cut 
off,  the  city  menaced  with  an  assault,  which  the  engineers 
considered  it  impossible  to  sustain ;  the  citizens  calling  aloud 
for  a  surrender,  Lincoln,  in  this  deplorable  extremity,  yielded 
to  the  enemy.  The  capitulation  was  signed  on  the  12th  of 
May;  and  the  American  army,  amounting  to  5000  men, 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and  400  pieces  of  artillery, 
were  surrendered  to  the  British.  The  Americans  were  al- 
lowed 9ome  of  the  honours  of  war ;  and  just  the  same  honours 
were  afterwards  granted  to  Cornwallis  and  his  army  at  York- 
town. 

"  We  shall  interrupt  the  thread  of  our  history  to  relate  the 
personal  adventures  of  Major-General  Wadsworth,  in  the 
district  of  Maine,  during  the  spring  of  this  year.  He  had 
been  sent  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  to  command 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  Having  attended  to  the  objects 
of  his  mission  during  the  summer  of  TO,  and  the  principal 
part  of  the  succeeding  winter,  he  dismissed  his  troops  towards 
the  end  of  February,  and  began  to  prepare  for  his  return  to 
Boston.  He  had  been  accompanied  during  this  time  by 
Mrs.  Wadsworth,  and  a  friend  of  hers,  Miss  Fenno,  of  that 
place. 

**Hi8  preparations,  however,  were  discovered  by  a  disal^ted 


177»-80.] 


R£V0LUT10K. 


439 


inhabitant  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  gave  intelligence  t^  the 
commander  of  the  British  fort  at  Bagaduce,  and  assured  him 
that  the  general  might  easily  be  made  a  prisoner.  No  time 
was  lost."  Twenty-five  soldiers,  with  the  proper  officers,  were 
soon  embarked  on  board  a  vessel,  in  which  they  proceeded  to 
an  inlet,  four  miles  from  the  general's  quarters.  Here  thejr. 
landed  under  cover  of  night,  and  lying  concealed  till  near 
midnight,  they  proceeded  on  their  destined  purpose. 

"  The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  as  to  conceal  them 
until  they  had  arrived  at  the  house.  The  sentinel,  being 
surprised,  sprung  into  the  kitchen  door,  and  was  followed  by 
a  volley  from  the  assailants,  and  by  some  of  the  assailant* 
themselves.  Another  party  blew  in  the  windows  of  the  gen- 
eraPs  bed-room,  whilst  a  third  party,  forcing  the  windows  of 
Miss  Fenno,  rushed  into  her  apartment. 

"  The  general's  room  being  barred,  he  determined  to  make 
what  resistance  he  was  able.  Accordingly,  as  the  assailants 
approached  his  apartment,  he  repeatedly  discharged  his  pis- 
tols, a  blunderbuss,  and  fusee.  At  length  a  ball  from  the 
kitchen  broke  his  arm,  and  terminate^  the  contest. 

**  The  party,  apprehensive  of  danger,  now  retired  in  haste, 
taking  with  them  the  wounded  general,  but  leaving  his  wife 
and  Miss  Fenno  to  emotions  the  most  intense.  After  pro- 
ceeding with  some  difficulty  near  a  mile.  General  Wadsworth 
was  put  on  a  horse,  behind  a  mounted  soldier,  and  being 
warned  that  silence  alone  would  insure  his  safety,  the  party 
at  length  reached  the  vessel,  which  immediately  sailed  for 
the  fort. 

"  Near  the  close  of  the  day  the  party  arrived  with  their 
charge.  General  Wadsworth  landed  amid  the  shputs  of  a 
multitude,  which  had  assembled  to  see  the  man  who  bad  justly 
excited  their  admiration,  by  his  enterprises  in  that  quarter, 
and,  under  a  guard,  was  conducted  to  the  officers'  guard- 
room. Here  his  wounds  were  dressed ;  a  room  in  the  officers' 
barracks  was  assigned  him,  and,  through  the  civility  of  Cktne-* 
ral  Campbell,  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  who  often  visited 
him,  his  situation  was  rendered  as  comfortable  as  could  be 
expected. 
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**  General  Wadsvrorth,  however,  was  a  prisoner  and  alone. 
Nothing  eonld  supply  the  place  of  flreedom,  to  which  a  spirit 
HK^  hii  constantly  aspired :  or  of  domestic  happiness,  which, 
tiioagh  a  soldier  of  thie  niost  ardent  stamp,  he  well  kbiew  ho^ 
to  appreciate.  Added  to  this,  his  wound,  during  the  first  two 
Wedis,  had  become  so  iuAimed  as  to  confine  him  entirely  tb 
his  room* 

"At  the  expiration  of  this  tita^  he  had  the  ha|>pines6  to  hear 
from  hii  wife  by  means  of  an  officer,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce, 
who,  at  his  request,  had  been  despatched  by  Cekieral  Cam)>- 
beil  whh  a  letter  to  her,  and  another  to  the  goterhoi*  of 
Massachusetts.  The  intelligence  he  received  from  Mrs. 
Wadsworth,  of  her  safety,  and  especially  that  of  his  little 
ion,  who  be  siqpposed  had  been  killed  the  night  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  was  peculiarly  gratifying,  do  far  froih  having  been 
injured,  his  son  had  slept  amidst  all  the  horrors  of  the  scene, 
fttid  only  knew  of  the  transactions  of  the  dreadful  night,  by 
thfe  debilitation  he  saw  around  him  in  the  morning. 

"At  the  end  of  five  weeks,  when  his  wounds  were  nearly 
healed,  the  general  requested  the  customary  privilege  (rf*  a 
parole.  Circumstances,  however,  existed,  which  rendered  it 
neoMAry  to  deny  him,  and  he  acquieiced.  About  this,  time, 
Mrs.  Wadsworth  and  Miss  Fenno,  qnder  protection  of  a 
passport  from  General  Campbell,  visited  him.  The  visit 
lasted  ten  days,  to  their  mutual  satisfaction. 

^*  In  the  meantime,  orders  respecting  him  had  arrived  from 
the  commanding  general  at  New  York.  Of  the  tenor  of  these 
orders.  General  Wadsworth  was  ignorant,  but  their  unpro- 
pitious  nature  was  indicated  by  the  change  of  conduct  and 
countenance  of  some  of  the  officers.  Miss  Fenno  had  acci- 
dentally learned  their  import,  but  she  carefully  concealed  hei* 
knowledge  until  the  mcnnent  of  her  departure,  when,  to  pre- 
vent  auspicion,  she  barely  said,  "  General  Wadsworth,  take 
care  of  yourself  From  the  servants,  not  long  after,  he 
learned  that,  instead  of  being  exchanged,  he  was  to  he  sent 
to  England. 

I  «<  In  the  course  of  scmie  days,  Major  Benjamin  Burton,  a 
brave  officer,  vras  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to  Bagaduce,  and 


lodged  in  the  same  room  with  Generiii  Wadswolrth.  He  coa^ 
firmed  the  report  of  the  senrantt  respecting  the  tftospCMrta^ 
taon  of  the  general  to  England*  and  learned*  not  loi^  after, 
that  he  himself  was  destined  to  a  similar  fata  The  asonilory 
caution  of  Miss  Fenno  was  now  explained,  and  the  geiiery 
plainly  saw  the  importance  of  attendinig  to  it.  These  ofllcers 
were  not  long  in  deciding  that  they  would  not  trdss  the  At- 
katic;  and,  thouf^  scarcely  a  ray  of  hops  presented  itself  to 
encourage  them,  they,  neverlfaelesty  resolined  to  aticwipt  to 
escape. 

''Bagaduce,  on  which  the  llbrt  stands,  is  a  peninsttla  of  mede>> 
rale  extent,  washed  by  conMteraUs  waters  on  every  side» 
except  the  sandy  beach  which  eimaeots  it  with  the  mMn  lan^ 
on  the  west,  llie  fort  stands  on  the  middle  of  the  pamasiila. 
The  prisoners  wer^  confined  m  a  grated  room  in  the  officers' 
barracks.  The  walls  of  the  fort,  exdasive  of  the  depth  of 
the  ditch  surrounding  it,  were  twenty  feet  high,  with  frainng 
on  the  top,  and  chevaux-de-frise  below.  Ssntinels  wete 
itationed  in  every  pla^  in  and  aboat  the  fortress,  whore  their 
(nesence  could  be  suppoied  to  be  aeoessary.  Escape,  there- 
fore, seemed  almost  impracticable. 

"After  several  plant  prq[x>sed  by  the  prissners  for  their 
esci^,  they  settled,  at  lengthy  upon  the  foUowing:  As  the 
room  in  which  they  were  confined  was  ceiled  with  boards, 
they  determined  to  cut  off  one  of  these,  so  as  to  sdmit  their 
entrance/  After  passing  through,  they  proposed  to  creep 
ateng  ooe  of  the  joists  to  which  these  boards  were  nailed,  and 
thus  to  pass  over  the  room  adjoinnig,  which  belonged  to  the 
officers,  until  they  should  come  to  the  middle  entry,  and  then, 
by  a  blanket,  which  was  to  be  taken  with  Ifaem,  to  let  them- 
selves down  in  this  entry.  In  case  of  being  observed,  they 
agreed  upon  several  stratagems  to  be  employed,  in  order  that 
their  attempt  might  be  crowned  with  sncceaSi 

**  In  agreement  with  this  plan,  after  the  sentinel  had  taken 

the  lequired  precaution  in  regard  to  the  prisoners,  and  seen 

them  in  bed.  General  Wadsworth  arose  hod  attempted  to 

make  the  necessary  incision  into  the  bo«rd  with  bis  knife; 

but  he  found  the  attempt  useless  and  hexardous,  sinee  it  oo^U 
_ 
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be  done  neither  with  the  necessary  expedition  nor  without 
noise.  This  part  of  the  design  was  therefore  abandoned. 
He,  however,  soon  found  means,  through  the  agency  of  a  sol- 
dier, who  was  his  barber,  to  procure  a  gimlet  without  ezcit- 
ing  suspicnon  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  he  intended  it. 

''On  the  succeeding  night  they  made  the  attempt  with  their 
gimlet,  but  this  also  occasioned  too  much  noise.  They  re- 
solved  nest  to  make  the  experiment  in  the  day-time;  and 
althou^  two  sentinels,  in  walking  the  entry,  every  moment 
or  two  passed  by  their  door,  which  had  a  glass  window  in  it, 
and  although  tbey  were  exposed  every  hour  to  the  intrusion 
of  their  servants,  or  of  Uie  officers  of  the  fort,  they  succeeded 
in  perforating  the  ceiling  from  time  to  time.  The  stratagem 
was  simply  this.  As  the  sentinels  were  in  the  habit  of  pac- 
ing the  entry  backwards  and  forwards,  the  prisoners  would 
commence  the  same  tour  in  their  own  room,  being  careful  to 
keep  time  with  them,  and  both  to  pass  at  the  same  instant  by 
the  glass  door;  but  as  the  sentinels  had  to  go  twice  the  length 
the^  prisoners  bad,  this  aflbrded  an  opportunity  for  one  of  the 
latter  to  be  engaged  with  the  gimlet  in  the  meantime,  and 
then  to  join  his  companion  as  the  sentinels  came  back. 

**In  this  manner  a  sufficient  number  of  holes  were  bored  in 
the  course  of  three  weeks.  The  small  spaces  between  the 
hobs  werq  cut  with  a  penknife,  except  one  at  each  corner, 
in  order  to  hold  the  piece  in  its  proper  place  till  they  were 
ready  finally  to  remove  it.  The  wounds,  in  the  meantime^ 
were  covered  over  with  a  paste  made  of  chewed  bread, 
resembling  the  colour  of  the  board,  and  the  dust  was  care- 
fully swept  from  the  floor.  All  this  was  done  without  suspt- 
cioii  from  any  quarter. 

"  Their  conveyance  to  New  York,  or  Halifax,  and  thence  to 
England,  was  understood  to  be  by  a  privateer,  which  was 
then  on  a  cruise,  but  was  soon  expected  to  return.  Their 
attention,  of  course,  was  arrested  by  everything  which  they 
heard  relative  to  this  vessel,  and  they  made  every  unsuspi- 
cious inquiry  in  their  power,  concerning  the  situation  (^  the 
fort,  the  posting  of  the  sentinels,  and  similar  subjects.  The 
information  thus  obtained,  enabled  General  Wadsworth,  who 
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had  previously  some  knowledge  of  the  place*  to  form  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  whole  ground. 

'<  During  this  time  they  made  what  little  preparation  they 
were  able,  as  to  provisions,  and  other  things*  that  related  to 
their  intended  escape.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  they  were 
all  ready.  The  privateer  was  daily  expected  to  return, 
which  would  disconcert  all  their  purposes,  and  they  wished 
nothing  more  than  such  an  opportunity  as  a  dark  and  rainy 
night  would  afford,  in  order  to  their  deliverance.  During  a 
whole  week  no  such  opportunity  ojfered,  and,  together  with 
this  fact,  some  circumstances,  tending  to  excite  a  belief  that 
their  design  was  suspected,  occurred,  and  rendered  their 
anxiety  extreme. 

"At  length  the  favourable  occasion  was  presented.  A  storm 
on  the  18th  of  June  brought  on  an  unusual  degree  of  dark- 
ness and  rain.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  the  prisoners  retired, 
apparently  to  rest,  while  the  sentinel  was  looking  through 
the  glass  door.  No  sooner,  however,  were  their  lights  extin- 
guished, than  they  arose ;  their  first  object  was  to  cut  the 
corners  of  the  board,  through  which  they  were  to  make  their 
escape.  An  hour  was  spent  in  accomplishing  this  purpose, 
and»  as  it  was  attended  with  considerable  noise^  it  was  not 
done  without  danger. 

<' Burton  first  passed  through  the  aperture.  His  size  ren- 
dered it  a  difiicult  attempt.  The  general,  although  smaller, 
found  even  greater  difficulty  from  the  weakness  of  his  arm ; 
but  the  urgency  of  the  case  induced  him  to  put  forth  every 
effi>rt.  By  means  of  a  chair,  on  which  he  stood,  apd  a  blan- 
ket, fastened  with  a  skewer  put  through  the  hole*  he  raised 
himself  through.  The  noise  made  by  these  attempts,  and 
even  the  cackling  of  the  fowls  that  roosted  above*  the  rooms, 
were  unheeded,  being  drowned  by  the  torrents  of  rain  pour- 
ing incessantly  on  the  roof  of  the  building.  • 

<«By  agreement,  when  Burton  had  reached  the  middle  entry* 

he  was  to  wait  for  the  general ;  the  latter,  however,  when  be 

had  gained  the  place,  was  unable  to  find  him;  but  judging 

]  firom  appearances  that  he  had  escaped  through  the  door,  he 

followed  on.    Passing  partly  round  the  buildings  in  order  to 
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giili  llm  WM«m  vide^Ae  yM<  Mb w&ydiretOy under  the  taobk, 
lest  he  should,  strike  against  some  person,  hh  event  to  whith 
he  WM  wposed  in  eo&ieqtiettoe  of  the  estrettie  dairkiiess. 
FjTMi  this  pomt  he  made  his  tray  towards  the  neighbotffivg 
tfrnll  ef  the  fon,  but  was  unable  to  climb  the  bank  until  he 
had  found  out  an  oblique  path. 

''Just  ui  he  had  gained  the  pt«Mce  on  th6  aorth  bastion,  wb^te 
Burton  and  himself  had  agreed  to  ctom  iht  trail,  the  guatd^ 
houM  deor,  on  the  oppodiie  sid^  ef  the  fort/tratf  throwh  opeft, 
tad  the  tvords  *«  Relief,  tuf  n  out  I''  ^mitt  diif  iboily  heard.  At 
ihii  iKstaiit  he  heard  ^  ierambKiig  in  a  eootniry  d»re6tioti, 
which  he  knew  must  be  wede  by  his  cMipaAton.  This  was 
a  critical  moment.  The  general  was  in  danger  of  beitig  t^rod 
en  by  the  guard,  as  they  eurao  anmiid  on  th6  \o^  of  the  wall, 
and  h«  barely  pruvenMd  tMs  eataififopho^  by  gutting  himself 
ind  his  wut  blanket  upon  the  fraiiing,  which  W6s  the  out- 
ward maigift  of  the  wril. 

'«AAftr  the  guurd  had  passed  on,  by  meims  of  his  Mtaket, 
Autened  found  a  pieket  of  the  fruising,  he  let  himself  down 
as  osar  th^  groimd  As  the  length  of  th^  blantet  would  admit, 
and  ttai  let  g^  hfai  hold,  and  fell  without  injuk^.  Herif^ 
made  seteiul  motementi  with  gretit  silence,  in  order  to  clear 
himself  from  the  works  connected  with  the  fort,  he  at  length 
found  hUnsalf  desoeudikig  the  deolitity  of  the  hill,  into  the 
opmi  Md.  All  thift  was  dono  not  without  extreme  difficulties, 
owing  to  the  lemeness  of  his  arm.  No  indicatioiis  Appeared 
Ihtt  he  was  as  yut  disoovered. 

'*Ai  thi9  rAiii  mid  darkness  continued,  he  groped  his  way  to 
ttt  old  ^MMl'-hoUte  on  iht  shore  of  the  back  cott.  At  this 
bulldfaig  ho  and  his  companion  had  agreed  to  moet,  should 
tbay  have  boen  pnetiouily  separated.  Burton,  however,  after 
u  loig  MUreh^  vras  not  to  bo  found.  Aocordingly  the  general 
prepared  to  cross  the  «ove,  and  happily  succoeded,  as  th^ 
timo  wau  that  of  low  water.  It  was  now  abcmt  two  o'clock 
In  Ao  morning,  and  ha  had  proceoded  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  fort.  Sm  oourse  lay  up  a  sloping  acclivity,  which  at  the 
tkna  hippeMd  to  be  ovorsprM^  with  trees,  a  circumitttnce 
Ihtfi  gvaaiiy  impedad  hi*  progtisss.    He  prooeedod  a  m^e 
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atfw  the  gnrawi  till  he  vMched  the  siMimit,  where  he  fomid 
a  romi,  which,  however,  he  sooa  left  for  the  weeds,  hi  oMlmr 
(o  make  hie  way  te  the  rivtrf  Here  tiie  day  dMmed,  aad  he 
heard  the  reveilU  beat  at  the  fort.  At  simrifle  he  leaehed 
the  eaetern  there  of  ^  FMiobteet.  CShoesiiig^  hewever,  net 
to  cross  the  river  at  that  place,  be  ^ootJnaed  his  way  stHl 
higher  up  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  passiag  near  the  water,  jo 
as  to  have  hk  9tep9  uMtkei  fty  Ae  tide.  By  thk  wMmne  he 
hoped  to  be  secure  from  the  ihodkeunds  hept  a$  the  fort 
Haring  reached  a  place  at  a  distaaoe  of  jseveo  miles  from  the 
fort,  where  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  cross  the  river,  and 
whers  he  found  a  canoe  lying  on  the  shwe,  he  eoneiuded  to 
rest  for  a  time,  and  dry  his  clothes.  While  in  this  situation, 
what  was  his  joy  to  descry  his  friend  Barton  a^>roaching 
Ura,  in  the  very  track  which  he  hieaself  had  taken ! 

*^  The  m^r,  after  having  passed  through  the  hole  in  the 
eeiling ,  immediately  made  his  way  into  the  second  entry,  and 
eoncluding  that  his  friend  would  he  unable  to  pass  through 
the  hole,  for  want  of  assistance  in  the  room,  [he  should  have 
pulled  him  up,]  thought  it  best  le  complete  his  esci^  alone. 
He  met  with  Kttle  diAoulty  till  the  doer  ef  the  guanl^oem 
was  suddenly  opened,  and,  supposing  that  a  disooftry  had 
taken  place,  he  immediately  leaped  from  the  wail{  fortu- 
nately receiving  ne  injury,  though  his  lifo  was  singularly  ex- 
posed by  the  le^  he  easily  escaped  into  the  open  ground. 

"  Mistaking  the  ground  he  should  have  ti^ken,  Burton  sud- 
denly found  himself  near  a  sentinel,  w4io  was  one  of  a  picket- 
guard,  stationed  not  for  horn  4ie  isthmus.  As,  however,  he 
was  not  perceived,  he  found  means  sflently  to  withdraw  from 
his  unwelcome  neighbour,  and  entering  the  water  on  the  side 
of  the  isthmus  next  the  river,  he  passed  over  to  the  opposite 
side,  above  the  pidcet.  TUs  undertaking  was  haaardous  in 
the  extreme,  and  cost  him  an  hour^  eacessive  toil.  Chflled 
and  exhausted,  he  then  took  his  vray  throui^  the  forest,  which 
the  general  had  taken  before,  and  by  this  means  rejoined  him. 

«*The  two  friende  entered  the  canoe,  and  as  they  veen  in 
the  expectation  of  being  pursued  by  the  enemy,  they  pro- 
posed to  cross  the  river  obliquely.  While  executing  this 
■f''iifffsrr%'"TaBB8sa8igaas^mBSBg8mtee5ss3airi 
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project,  a  barge  belonging  to  the  British  came  in  sight  at  some 
distance.  Circumstances,  hovvever,  favoured  the  concealment 
of  the  oflioers,  and  by  hard  rowing  they  landed  out  of  reach 
of  their  pursuers.  For  greater  safety  they  abandoned  the 
shore,  and  directed  their  course  through  the  forests  towards 
the  head  of  St.  George's  river.  A  compass  which  Burton 
had  fortunately  retained,  was  their  guide.  Though  greatly 
incommoded  by  the  showers,  heat,  and  the  obstructions  of  a 
forest,  they  travelled  twenty-five  miles  by  sunset. 

**  They  made  less  progress,  however,  the  next  day ;  and,  on 
the  third  day,  General  Wadsworth,  from  soreness,  lameness, 
and  fatigue,  proposed  to  stop  where  he  was,  until  his  friend, 
by  proceeding  onward  to  the  nearest  settlement,  could  bring 
him  relief.  To  this  plan,  however.  Burton  strenuously  ob- 
jected. They  then  both  proposed  to  refresh  themselves  with 
a  little  sleep.  This  they  did  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  found 
the  eflbct  so  beneficial,  that  they  were  invigorated  to  pursue 
their  journey,  which  they  finished  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by 
reaching  the  settltanents  towairds  whieh  they  had  directed 
their  course.  The  inhabitants  flocked  around  them  with  the 
strongest  expressions  of  joy,  and  having  formed  themselves 
into  a  guard  for  their  protection,  conducted  these  oflicers  to 
an  inn,  not  far  from  the  place  where  the  general  was  taken 
prisoner.  Parties  of  the  enemy  were  lurking  round  in  order 
to  waylay  them,  and  they  were  saved  from  falling  again  into 
their  hands,  only  by  the  defence  which  was  so  generously 
afibrded  them.  Burton  soon  reached  his  faipily.  General 
Wadsworth  set  out  for  Portland,  where  he  expected  to  find 
Mrs.  Wadsworth.  But  she  and  Miss  Fenno  had  sailed  for 
Boston  before  his  arrival. 

<*  He  immediately  proceeded  to  join  them  at  that  place.  On 
his  arrival,  he  found  that  they  had  suffered  much  firom  want 
of  money  and  friends,  besides  being  nearly  shipwrecked  on 
their  way.  The  past,  however,  was  forgotten  in  the  felicity 
of  the  present,  and  in  gratitude  to  a  kind  Providence,  through 
which  they  had  escaped  perils  both  by  sea  and  land'' — 
Dwigke$  TVaveh. 
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CHAPTER  XXIll. 

CUnt«D  retnrnt  to  New  York— Lord  CornwaUn  takm  Commaod  of  the  Army 
of  the  Sooth— Craeltiee  oommitted  by  ComwaUiv— V^jwoue  fizertknu  of  Generile 
Sompter  and  Marion,  in  Defence  of  their  Country— General  Gatea  superaedea 
Lincoln— Battle  of  Camden— Defeat  of  the  Americana— Death  of  Baron  De  Kalb 
— Afiaira  in  the  North— Wanton  Ontragea  committed  in  New  Jeraey  by  Knyp« 
hanaen'a  Troop»— I«aiayette  retoma  to  Americar-ChaeriDg  Intamgenoe  and  bri^t 
Proepecta— Patriotic  Ezertiona  of  the  Ladiea  to  repleniah  the  eihauated  Treaaory — 
Arrival  of  French  Troops  as. Allies — Clinton  foiled  in  an  important  Enterpriae 
—American  AfBdrs  wear  a  new  aspect. 

**  Rochambeao,  foremost,  with  his  gleamy  brand 
Points  to  each  field  and  singles  every  band, 
Sees  Washington  the  power  of  nations  guide, 
And  longs  to  toil  and  conquer  by  his  side." 

Thb  height  of  joy  and  the  depth  of  woe  passed  like  two 
contending  genii  over  the  land,  during  the  summer  of  L780. 

After  the  reduction  of  Charleston,  Clinton  returned  to  New 
York,  and  the  command  of  the  south  was  given  to  Lord 
Comwallis,  who  adopted  the  most  rigorous  measures  to  keep 
the  people  in  subjection.  But  his  cruelties  aroused  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people,  and  they  flocked  to  the  standard  of  a 
man,  who  rose  up  like  a  giant  in  the  midst  of  oppression,  as 
if  just  to  show  the  world  how  much  freedom  can  do;  and  in 
a  short  time  he  became  truly  formidable  to  the  enemy.  This 
was  General  Sumpter,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  who  kept 
up  the  spirit  of  the  pec^le  by  many  a  daring  and  successful 
exploit,  until  the  arrival  of  a  ^respectable  force  from  the 
Middle  States,  to  relieve  their  brethren  of  the  south.  Sumpter 
was  assisted  by  Marion,  whose  deeds  every  schoolboy  knows. 

General  Gates,  who  superseded  General  Lincoln,  now  took 
command  of  the  army  in  the  south,  consisting  of  4000  men, 
of  whom  one-half  were  militia,  from  North  Carolina,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia. 

Lord  Rawdon,  who  commanded  at  Camden,  120  miles 
north-east  of  Charleston,  finding  that  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina,  on  the  approach  of  Gates,  were  menacing  his  rear. 
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while  his  force  was  not  even  suflkient  to  defend  himself 
against  the  approaching  army,  sent  to  Comwallis  for  assist- 
ance.   The  latter  hastened  to  the  relief  of  Rawdon. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  August,  the  two  armies  met, 
and  a  severe  and  general  engagen^nt  waned,  ia  wbich  Ihe 
enemy  gained  an  advantage,  tho«^h  inferior  in  wneken  in 
the  commeojcement  of  the  battle.  This  was  owing  to  the 
flighl  of  the  militiaf  whioh  so  redqoed  tbe  aroiy  aa  to  make  it 
ii^rior  to  thaf  of  the  en^ny.  Fierce  and  terrible  was  Um 
conflict.  The  regulars,  under  Baron  De  Kalb,  who  was  second 
in  command,  defended  themselves  with  the  utmosl  gattaotry* 
Again  and  again  were  they  led  to  the  charge  by  the  brave  De 
Kalb ;  but,  at  last,  pierced  with  eleven  wounds,  the  hero  fell 
dying  into  the  power  of  the  victors,  while  the  Americans, 
overpowered  by  numbers,  fled  in  every  direction.  The 
battle-field,  the  roads  and  swamps,  for  some  distance,  were 
covered  with  the  wouoded  and  slaio.  The  number  of  Ame- 
rieans  killed*  amounted  to  hetwem  WH  and  70(H  and  1300  or 
1400  were  lakm  prisoners.  Tiie  BriliskestWM^  tfa^  loss, 
in  killed  and  wowdedt  al  334 

The  Bamn  died,  three  days  aft^  th^  battkb  bafipy  in  the 
thought  that  he  fell  in  a  cause  so  noUe»  and  to  him  so  dear. 
He  had  abio  requested  his  aM-dia^amp  to «presa  toGenerals 
Gist  and  SmalKrood,  hia  bi|^  sense  of  the  valour  displayed 
by  the  r^gubr  tfoopsof  Matyland  and  SN«ware.  Ck>npess 
ordered  a  monuoaent  to  be  erected  to  his  memory,  at  An- 
napolis. 

Grates  was  semrely  eensured  fcr  several  great  enora,  the 
oaost  imprudent  of  which  waa  his  changing  his  order  of  battle 
in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  just  as  the  batde  was  about  to 
oomaiksnee.  ''  Ck>Fnwmlli8,  at  sight  of  this  movenmit*  resolved 
to  proit  by  it  instantly.  Aeoordingiy,  be  ordered  Colcnel 
Webster  to  advance  and  make  a  vigorow  attack  upon  thoae 
troops  that  were  still  unduhtuig,  from  their  not  haviiig  yet 
been  able  to  re-form  their  ranks."  It  is  highly  probable  that 
this  occasioned  the  early  flight  of  the  miKtia»  aiid  tbe  ddbat 
of  theansy. 

This  disaster  in  the  aovtb  at  first  spread  a  gloom  Of  or  the 
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country,  bat  this  was  only  temporary,  fiur  various  reasons, 
one  of  which  was  the  arrival  of  the  French,  in  the  north. 

The  most  brutal  measures  were  now  adopted  by  Ck>mwaUis 
to  terrify  the  people ;  a  great  number  were  hung  because  they 
were  fiuthiiil  to  their'country ;  others  were  imprisoned*  ^mt  had 
their  property  taken  from  them.  Every  kind  of  oppression 
disgraced  this  administraticm,. which  imm  produced  efects 
contrary  to  those  desired. 

During  this  susatmer,  the  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy 
had  again  distressed  the  people  of  the  north.  General  Knyp- 
hausen  had  entered  New  Jersey,  plundering  the  country  and 
bamii^  villages.  On  arriving  at  Connecticut  Farms,  a  village 
of  about  a  dozen  houses,  and  where  no  resistance  was  made, 
the  enemy  burnt  the  village  and  murdered  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  the  midst  of  her  children,  because  her 
hfuband,  now  absent,  had  advocated  the  cause  of  freedom  I 

Robbed  of  their  property;  driven  fix>m  their  homes,  often  | 
in  ruins ;  their  friends  murdered  and  themselves  threatened 
with  all  the  horrors  of  savage  warfare,  do  the  Americans 
yield?  Is  their  feeble  resistance  an  indication  of  despair-^ 
of  submission  ?  and  have  all  their  toils  and  sufibrings  been  in 
vain? 

But,  hark !  A  terrible  cry  echoes  over  the  land.  Why  do 
the  tyrants  look  pale? — It  is  Fribbdoic  speaks  in  a  voice  of 
thunder,  and  she  will  be  heard.  See  where  her  sons  are 
coming — ^the  mountains — ^the  hills — the  valleys  reply  to  the 
cry  of  vengeance  of  an  exasperated  people.  They  urill  be 
free— they  toUi  drive  these  fiends  from  their  once  peaceful 
homes ;  they  will  crush  the  satellites  of  England  with  a  sin- 
gle btow,  and  then  once  more  be  happy. 

Lafayette  had  lately  returned  from  France,  where  he  had 
been  for  a  short  time.  He  brought  the  cheering  intelligence 
that  a  French  army  would  soon  arrive  in  America;  that  he, 
had  seen  the  troops  embarked,  and  had  exerted  himself  toj 
accelerate  the  preparations  for  the  expedition.  This  hadj 
given  another  impulse  to  the  American  people,  and  all  their! 
prospects  were  brightening  daily.  Raised  from  the  depthsj 
of  despair,  by  this  reaction,  to  exhilarating  joy,  the  pe<qple| 
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veere  almost  mad  with  enthusiasm.  Capitalists  subscribed  large 
sums  to  replenish  the  exhausted  public  treasury.  Of  this 
Philadelphia  first  gave  the  example,  and  it  was  soon  followed 
by  all  Pennsylvania,  and  other  provinces.  The  ladies  of  Phi- 
ladelphia formed  a  society,  at  the  head  of  which  they  placed 
Lady  Washington.  They  contributed  to  the  relief  of  the 
state  to  the  extent  of  their  means ;  they  went  from  house  to 
house  to  animate  the  people  to  aid  the  sacred  cause  in  which 
the  country  was  engaged.  And  who  would  not  listen  to  such 
patriotic  orators?  Their  appeals  had  a  power  that  was  irre* 
sistible.  The  ladies  of  other  states  soon  followed  their  ex- 
ample, and  large  sums  were  collected  and  deposited  in  the 
public  treasury. 

In  the  midst  of  this  enthusiasm,  on  the  10th  of  July,  the 
French  arrived  at  Rhode  Island,  which  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  British.  Count  Rochambeau,  lieutenant-general  of 
the  armies  of  the  king,  landed  6000  soldiers ;  of  which»  ac- 
cording to  the  agreemi^nt  between  the  court  of  Versailles  and 
Congress,  Washington,  as  captain-general,  was  commander- 
in-chief,  as  well  as  of  the  American  armies.  The  French 
were  received  with  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the  American 
people,  and  every  efibrt  was  made  to  cultivate  a  permanent 
friendship  b' "  "(?n  the  soldiers  of  the  two  nations. 

Clinton  ro  -i-ed  to  attack  the  French  army  at  Newport 
with  a  force  of  6000  men.  The  British  squadron  got  under 
sail;  but  Washington,  now  reinforced  by  his  enthusiastic 
countrymen,  descended  along  the  Hudson  to  Kingsbridge, 
and  menaced  New  York.  This  brought  Clinton  back  mth  all 
Ms  forces.  Such  a  movement  raised  high  the  morale  of  the 
American  and  French  armies,  now  exulting  in  seeing  a  baf- 
fled enemy  vacillating  between  two  points. 

The  French  had  brought  a  great  deal  of  coin  with  them, 
which  they  spent  very  freely,  resolved  to  make  it  circulate; 
and  this  made  money  plentier,  and  everything  began  to  wear 
a  cheerful  aspect. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

TrMMD  of  Aniold— AjrrMt  of  Aadre—Their  tretoheioiit  D«aigiiB  fioflCntod— 
Aniold  eteapea— EzoentioB  of  Andre— Pavldiag,  WilliUDS,  aod  Van  Wan  re- 
warded by  Congreae—Price  of  Aniold'a  Treaaon. 

'*  Oh  for  a  tongue  to  cone  the  tlsTe, 

Whose  treason,  like  a  deadly  blight, 
Comes  o'er  the  councils  of  the  braTO, 

And  blasts  them  in  their  hours  of  might!  . 
May  life's  unblessed  cup  for  him 
Be  drugg'd  with  tieacheries  to  the  brim, 
With  hopes  that  bat  allure  to  fly, 

With  joys  that  vanish  nHiile  he  sips, 
Like  Dead-Sea  fruits,  that  tempt  the  eye, 

But  torn  to  ashes  on  the  lips ! 
His  country's  curse,  his  children's  shame, 
Oeteast  of  Tirtue,  peace,  and  fame, 
May  he»  at  last,  with  lips  of  flame. 
On  the  paieh'd  desert  thixstiDg  die,— 
While  lakes  that  shone  in  mookeiy  nigh, 
Are  fading  off  untouoh'd,  untasted. 
Like  the  once  glorious  hopes  he  blasted !" 

It  is  a  painful  task  to  curse  a  man,  and  to  record  his  treason, 
after  he  has  toiled  and  suflfered  so  long  and  so  much  in  the 
cause  of  his  country,  as  Greneral  Arnold.  But  the  crime  of 
treason  is  such  an  aggravated  one,  that  no  language  can  ex- 
press the  abhorrence  and  detestation  that  evcfy  hmourable 
man  must  feel  of  the  crime  and  the  criminal. 

**  During  some  time,  a  design  had  been  maturing  in  the 
shades  of  mystery,  whose  execution,  had  it  succeeded  to  the 
wish  of  its  authors,  would  hare  iuTolved  the  total  ruin  of  the 
army  of  Washington,  and,  perhaps,  the  entire  subjugation  of 
America.  A  single  instant  more,  and  the  work  of  so  many 
years,  cemented  at  such  a  cost  of  gold  and  blood,  might  ha've 
been  demolished  to  its  foundations  by  a  cause  altogether  un* 
thought  of.  The  English  had  well  nigh,  by  means  of  treason, 
arriyed  at  that  olqect  which,  with  fite  years  of  intrigue  land 
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of  combat,  they  had  not  been  able  to  attain;  and  it  was  even 
at  the  hands  of  the  man  they  least  sospected,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans were  to  have  received  the  most  fiital  blow.  They  had 
but  too  manifest  a  proof,  that  no  coofidenoe  can  be  placed  in 
courage  virhen  disunited  from  virtue.  They  learned  that  men 
who  displayed  the  roost  enthusiasm  for  a  cause,  are  <^teB  also 
those  who  become  the  soonest  onfaithfiil ;  and  it  shotihl  never 
be  forgotten,  that  the  man  without  morals,  who  arrives  at  the 
first  oflices  of  the  republic,  has  no  other  object  but  to  satiate 
his  ambition  or  his  cupidity,  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow«citi- 
sens.  If  he  encounter  obstacles,  he  is  ripe  for  deeds  of  vio- 
lence within,  and  treason  without.  The  name  of  6eneral 
Arnold  was  deservedly  dear  to  all  Americans ;  they  considered 
him  as  one  of  their  most  intrepid  defenders.  Numerous 
wounds,  and  especially  that  which  had  almost  deprived  him 
of  the  use  of  one  leg,  had  forced  him  to  take  repose  at  his 
seat  in  the  country.  ' 

**  Congress,  with  the  concurrence  of  Washington,  in  recom- 
pense of  his  services,  appointed  him  commandant  of  Philadel- 
phia, impsediately  after  that  city  was  evacuated  by  the  Eng- 
lish, and  returned  to  American  domination.  Here  Arnold 
lived  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  showed  himself  extremely 
grasping  in  order  to  support  it. 

**  Unable  to  support  this  extravagance  firom  the  emolunaents 
of  his  employment,  he  commenced  speculating,  which  also 
failed.  He  then  began  to  embezade  the  public  treasure.  The 
government  appointed  commissioners  to  investigate  the 
matter;  8n<^ Arnold,  enraged  at  their  decision,  loaxied  them 
with  imprecations,  and  appealed  to  Congress.  But  the  nma- 
bers  charged  to  examine  the  accounts  anew,  declared  that  the 
commissioners  had  allowed  him  more  than  be  was  entitled  to. 
This  led  him  to  the  most  bitter  invective,  and  indecent  dbuse 
of  Congress.  He  was  also  accused,  by  Pennsyliiania,  of' 
peculation,  in  converting  to  his  own  use  the  confiscated 
British  merchandise  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  broi^t  befoie 
a  court-martial,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court  was,  &at  he 
should  ibe  loprimanded  l^  Washington. 

^  BosBUig  «rith  jevenge,  and  desirous  to  f^ut 'his  thivst  for 
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gM^  kt  feflot?ed  aoi  only  to  johi  the  entmyt  bnifim  $olieii§i 
and  okmntd  tie  oommami  of  Wert  Paini,  w^ek  ly  gremi 
fmbtmt  mid  eqwuM  had  teen  rendered  af^mgnaUe,  te  t»lr#* 
dime  ike  amay  tfii»  tkie  ^imfortani  eikdelt 

^Hmiri^g  atsumnd  the  oooMMBd,  he  entered  into  nc^tk- 
Hem  wtb  Sir  Hewry  Clinton ;  bot^  fertunntriy,  the  plot  ime  i 
discovered  in  tine  to  defeat  it,  though  AmM  eseafod  to  tho 
enemy.    Mayw  Andre»  the  egent  of  Clinton^  wae  arrested, 
tried,  and  executed  as  a  spy* 

''  Major  ^dre,  nt  this  time  adjutant-generai  of  the  British 
army,  wee  a&  officer,  extremely  you0^  but  high-minded» 
brave,  and  accomplished.  He  was  transported  in  a  vessel 
called  the  Vultive,  up  the  North  river,  as  near  to  West  Point 
ae  vras  inracticable,  without  exciting  suspicion*  On  the  2l8t 
q£  September,  atjQight,.a  boat  was  sent  from  the  shore  to 
bring  him.  On  its  return,  Amdd  met  him  at  the  beacht 
without  the  posts  of  either  army. 

''  Their  business  was  not  finished,  till  too  near  the  dawft 
of  day  for  Andre  to  return  to  the  Vulture.  He,  therefbie, 
lay  concealed  within  the  American  lines.  During  the  day> 
the  Vulture  found  it  necessary  to  change  her  position,  and 
Andre,  not  being  able  now  to  get  on  board,  was  compelled 
to  attempt  his  return  to  New  York  by  land. 

**  Having  changed  his  military  dress  for  a  plain  coat,  and 
received  a  passport  from  Arnold,  under  the  assumed  name 
of  John  Anderson,  he  passed  the  guards  and  outposts  vrithout 
suspicion.  On  arriving  at  Tarrytown,  a  village  thirty  miles 
north  of  New  York,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first  British  posts, 
he  was  met  by  three  militia  soldiers — John  Paulding,  David 
Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wert.  He  showed  them  his  pass- 
port, and  they  sufiered  him  to  continue  his  route.  Immedi* 
ately  after  this,  one  of  these  three  men,  thinking  that  he  per- 
ceived something  singular  in  the  person  of  the  traveller,  called 
him  back.  Andreaskedthem  where  they  were  firom?  ^Frorn 
down  below,'  they  replied,  intending  to  say,  from  New  York. 
Too  frank  to  suspect  a  snare,  Andre  immediately  answered^ 
*  And  so  am  I.'  Upon  this,  they  arrested  him,  when  he  de^ 
dared  himself  to  be  a  British  officer,  and  oftred  them  his 
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watch,  and  all  the  gold  he  had  with  him,  to  be  released. 
These  soldiers  were  poor  and  obscure,  but  they  were  not  to 
be  bribed.  Resolutely  refusing  his  offers,  they  conducted 
him  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jameson,  their  commanding  officer. 

'<  Jameson  injudiciously  permitted  Andre,  still  calling  him- 
self Anderson,  to  write  to  Arnold,  who  immediately  escaped 
on  board  the  Vulture,  and  took  refuge  in  New  York. 

<<  Washington,  on  his  way  to  head-quarters,  from  Ck>n- 
necticut,  where  he  had  been  to  confer  with  Count  de  Rocham*- 
beau,  providentially  happened  to  be  at  West  Point  just  at 
this  time.  After  taking  measures  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
fort,  he  appointed  a  board,  of  which  General  Green  was  pre* 
sident,  to  decide  upon  the  condition  and  punishment  o(  Andre. 
After  a  patient  hearing  of  the  case,  September  29th,  in  which 
every  feeling  of  kindness,  liberality,  and  generous  sympathy 
was  strongly  evinced,  the  board,  upon  his  own  confession, 
unanimously  pronounced  Andre  a  spy,  and  declared,  that, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  he  ought  to  suf- 
fer death. 

"  Major  Andre  had  many  friends  in  the  American  army, 
and  even  Washington  would  have  spared  him,  had  duty  to 
his  country  permitted.  Every  possible  effort  was  made  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his  favour,  but  it  was  deemed  impor- 
tant that  the  decision  of  the  board  of  war  should  be  carried 
into  execution.  When  Major  Andre  was  apprised  of  the 
sentence  of  death,  he  made  a  last  appeal,  in  a  letter  to  Wash- 
ington, that  he  might  be  shot,  rather  then  die  on  a  gibbet. 

**  *  Buoyed  above  the  terror  of  death,'  said  he,  *  by  the 
consciousness  of  a  life  devoted  to  honourable  pursuits,  and 
stained  with  no  action  that  can  give  me  remorse,  I  trust  that 
the. request  I  make  to  your  excellency  at  this  serious  period, 
and  which  is  to  soften  my  last  moments,  will  not  be  rejected. 
Sympathy  towards  a  soldier  will  surely  induce  your  excel- 
lency, and  a  military  friend,  to  adapt  the  mode  of  my  death 
to  the  feelings  of  a  man  of  honour.  Let  me  hope,  sir,  that  if 
aught  in  my  character  impresses  you  with  esteem  towards 
me,  as  the  victim  of  policy  and  resentment,  I  shall  experience 
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the  operations  of  those  feelings  in  your  breast  by  being  in- 
formed that  I  am  not  to  die  on  a  gibbet/ 

"  This  letter  of  Andre  roused  the  sympathies  of  Washing- 
ton, and  had  he  only  been  concerned,  the  prisoner  would  have 
been  pardoned  and  released.  But  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try were  at  stake,  and  the  sternness  of  justice  demanded  that 
private  feelings  should  be  sacrificed.  Upon  consulting  his 
officers  on  the  propriety  of  Major  Andre's  request,  to  receive 
the  death  of  a  soldier, — to  be  shot — ^it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  deny  it,  and  to  make  him  an  example.  On  the  2d  of  Oc- 
tober, this  onfortttnate  young  man  expired  on  the  gallows, 
while  foes  and  friends  universally  lamented  his  untimely  end. 

"  As  a  reward  to  Paulding,  Williams,  and  Van  Wert,  for 
their  virtuous  and  patriotic  conduct,  Congress  voted  to  each 
of  them  an  annuity  of  200  dollars  and  a  silver  medal,  on  one 
side  of  which  was  a  shield  with  this  inscription — '  Fidelity,' 
— and  on  the  other,  the  following  motto :  *  Vincit  amor  pa- 
tri«' — the  love  of  country  conquers. 

"Arnold,  the  miserable  wretch,  whose  machinations  led  to 
the  melancholy  fate  which  Andre  experienced,  escaped  to 
New  York,  where,  as  the  price  of  his  dishonour,  he  received 
the  commissicMi  of  brigadier  general,  and  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  This  last  boon  was  the  grand 
secret  of  Arnold's  fall  from  virtue ;  his  vanity  and  extrava- 
gance had  led  him  into  expenses  which  it  was  neither  in  the 
power  nor  will  of  Congress  to  support." 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Genttil  Gitet  is  auoceeded  by  Geiwnl  Greene— Takes  the  Field  against  a  sape- 
rier  Emmf  Beads  Monsan  to  the  westein  part  <^  Sooth  CamBn^-^omwalfii 
sends  Col  TarietonaftefMottatt-^tOa  of  the  Go<riM>»  TmnUkUmtLoiTmkh 
iton  and  Destnictum  of  his  Uffbt  Troe|)i. 

My  Toiee  is  in  my  swod ;  thoQ  Uoddiar  vflMn 
Than  temia  can  give  thee  out  r 

!  Ann  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Camden,  Gates  made  every 
eflbn  in  his  power  to  assemble  troops  and  support  the  ctiuse 
of  Congress;  but  Congress  and  Washington  had  decided  that 
General  Greene  should  be  intrusted  with  the  command  of 
the  southern  provinces.  The  conduct  of  Gates  upon  this 
oecasion  was  highly  honourable,  betraying  no  ill  feelings 
whatever ;  and  when  he  passed  through  Richmond,  Virginia, 
he  was  treated  with  marked  attention  and  respect. 

General  Greene  took  the  field,  against  an  enemy  superior 
in  force,  with  an  army  consisting  of  only  2000  men,  more 
than  one-half  of  whom  were  militia.  As  his  intention  was 
merely  to  harass  the  enemy,  avoiding  general  actions^  he 
divided  his  force,  sending  General  Morgan  to  the  western 
part  of  South  Carolina. 

Cornwallis  was  just  on  the  point  of  invading  North  Caro* 
Una,  but  deeming  it  imprudent  to  leave  such  a  man  as^  Mor- 
gan in  his  rear,  he  sent  Colonel  Tarleton  to  fight  him,  and 
<'  to  push  him  to  the  last.''  It  so  happened,  however,  that 
Tarleton  got  pushed  very  hard  himself. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  the  two  detachments  met, 
when  the  memorable  battle  of  the  Cowpens  was  fought, 
resulting  in  cme  of  the  most  brilliant  victories  achieved  during 
the  revolution. 

As  the  force  of  Morgan  amounted  to  only  about  500  men, 
part  €i  whom  were  militia,  while  that  of  Tarleton  consisted 
of  1000,  the  flower  of  the  British  army,  he  retreated  for 
some  time ;  but  arriving  at  the  place  called  the  Cowpens,  and 
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finding  himself  hard  pressed  by  Tarleton,  while  a  broad  river 
which  lay  before  him  could  not  be  crossed  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  without  very  gieat  danger,  he  made  a  stand,  resolv- 
ing to  give  battle.  The  troops  were  formed  in  two  divisions ; 
the  militia,  under  Colonel  Pickens,  were  placed  in  firont  of  a 
vrood,  while  the  second^  under  Colonel  Howard,  vns  eon* 
cealed  in  the  wood;  these  were  marksmen,  and  old  conti- 
nental-troops. Cok>oel  Washington*  vrith  his  awaby,  was 
statiMed  behind  the  seeond  division,  as  a  reserve.  Tarleton 
came  up  and  formed  in  two  fines,  when  the  battle  comihenced. 
The  American  militia  fled  on  the  first  charge.  The  enemy 
feU  on  the  second^  where  a  most  obaiinate  resistance  veas 
made ;  but  Tarleton  pushing  forward  a  battalion  of  his  second 
line,  and  ordering  a  charge  of  cavalry  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  Americans  at  the  same  time,  they  gave  way  and  were 
thrown  in  disorder.  Colonel  Washington,  who  had  already 
repulsed  an  assault  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  charged  the  one* 
my  with  such  impetuosity,  that  he  restored  the  battle.  In 
the  meantime,  Pickens  and  Howard  had  rallied  their  men, 
who  were  led  back  to  the  fight. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  auspicious  period,  Morgan  made 
a  general  charge,  like  a  lion  rushing  fitmi  the  forest  upon  his 
prey.  The  enemy,  unable  to  sustain  such  a  shock,  first 
paused,  then  recoiled,  and  soon  fled  in  dismay.  The  Ameri* 
cans  pursued,  killed,  and  took  prisoners  neariy  the  whole  de- 
tachment. The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  over  800  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners.  All  their  baggage,  carriages,  and 
a  great  number  of  horses,  also  foil  into  the  hands  of  the  vic- 
tors. The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  only  13  killed  and  60 
wounded.  This  astonishing  victory  produced  a  great  eflbct 
in  reviving  the  courage  of  the  people  of  the  south.  They 
had  been  treated  with  great  cmehy  by  Tarleton,  who  was 
one  of  the  okbatsst  petty  tyrants  that  ever  disgraced  the 
British  name. 

C<mgress  voted  public  thanks  to  Morgan,  and  presented 
him  with  a  gold  medal.  Colonels  Washington  and  Howard 
received  silver  medals,  and  Colonel  Pickens  a  sword.  These 
four  heroes  reflected  a  lustre  back  upon  Greene,  vriio  sent  them. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

CornwiUiB  purauM  Morgan — Greene  forms  a  Junction  with  him  —  Singular 
Eflcapea  of  Morgan  bf  the  Riling  of  Riyera— Greene  retreats  towards  Virginia— 
Croaaea  the  River  Dan— Nanow  Escape— Evadea  the  Enemy  and  now  bids  them 
Defiance — The  Enemy  now  harkt  at  Greene  in  the  Form  of  a  PiwHamaiwiir^ 
Gkeene  aends  a  Detachment  across  the  Dan — ^Re-crosses  the  Dsn  himsel^Battle 
at  Guilford  XJonrt*Hous»— Greene  leads  his  Forces  to  South  Carolina— -Battle  of 
Camden— Battle  of  the  Eutaw  Springs— Comwallis  marches  to  Virginia. 

**  My  friends,  I  love  y<>ar  fiune,  I  joy  to  raise 
The  higb-toned  anthem  of  my  country's  praise.*^ 

Tiu  news  of  an  ordinary  defeat  would  have  been  a  great 
affliction  to  (Tornwallis ;  bat  the  destruction  of  his  light  troops 
at  the  commenoement  of  the  campaign,  by  an  inferior  force, 
was  a  blow  that  could  not  be  fully  repaired.  In  order  to 
make  light  troaps,  he  was  obliged  to  destroy  his  heavy  bag- 
gage and  carriages,  which  required  two  days.  How  much 
of  this  had  been  stolen  from  the  unarmed  inhabitants,  we  are 
unable  to  say ;  but  the  soldiers  saw  it  destroyed,  we  are  told, 
with  a  very  good  grace. 

Gornwallis  marched  in  pursuit  of  Morgan,  who  had  given 
such  an  uncourteous  reception  to  his  detachment ;  but  Greene, 
penetrating  his  design,  hastened  to  join  Morgan.  The  junc- 
tion was  at  last  effected  at  Guilford  Court-House,  in  North 
Carolina.  Morgan  was  fiercely  pursued  by  an  enemy,  burn- 
ing with  revenge,  and  after  crossing  the  Catawba  river  the 
enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  rains  which  had 
fallen  raised  the  river,  and  it  was  no  longer  ibrdable.  By 
throwing  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  enemy,  Morgan 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  Yadkin  river ;  and  this  again  he 
crossed  just  in  time  to  escape,  when  another  rain  again  raised 
the  river,  and  prevented  the  immediate  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
After  the  union  of  the  two  generals,  Greene,  of  course,  as- 
sumed the  command,  and,  being  still  inferior  in  numbers,  he 
continued  the  retreat  towards  Virginia. 

Comwallis,  failing  in  his  extraordinary  efforts  to  prevent  a 
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junction  of  the  American  generals,  sought  to  indemnify  him- 
self for  his  losses,  toils  and  privations,  by  cutting  off  Greene's 
retreat.  The  race  was  now  for  the  river  Dan,  which  sepa- 
rated North  Carolina  from  Virginia.  Cornwallis  hastened  to 
the  high  country,  believing  that  the  river  would  not  be  ford- 
able  in  the  lower  parts.  The  enemy,  after  the  most  prodi- 
gious exertions,  occupied  the  upper  fords  first,  and  Greene 
was  obliged  to  hasten  to  a  lower  ford,  called  Boyd's  Ferry, 
without  knowing  whether  it  was  practicable  or  not.  The 
British  pursued  rapidly,  and  upon  the  passage  of  this  river 
depepd^  the  safety  of  the  army.  Greene  arrives  at  the 
river  and  finds  it  fordable,  but  the  enemy  are  near.  He 
throws  impediments  in  their  way ;  keeps  up  continual  skir- 
mishes, and  reminds  his  officers  that  on  their  firm  resistance 
depended  the  salvation  of  the  whole  army.  He  reached  the 
opposite  shore  in  safisty,  with  all  his  bagg^ige,  and  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  right  side  of  the  Dan.  But  it  is  too  late. 
They  saw  the  American  army  formed  in  formidable  array  on 
the  opposite  bank.  In  this  imposing  attitude,  with  all  Vir- 
ginia to  aid  them,  Cornwallis  knew  it  wx>uld  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  conquer  with  his  enfeebled  tro<^.  The  bright 
visions  of  the  enemy  at  once  vanished,  and  they  retired  to 
Hillsborough  and  issued  a  prodamaiion. 

The  talents  displayed  in  the  retreat  of  Greene  and  Mor- 
gan, would  have  done  honour  to  any  general  of  ancient  or 
modern  times. 

Greene,  to  guard  against  any  extensive  operations  of  the 
loyalists  of  North  Carolina,  detached  anew,  upon  the  right 
side  of  the  Dan,  a  body  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Lee.  This 
was  not  only  to  intimidate  the  royalists,  but  to  protect  and 
encourage  the  republicans. 

A  number  of  loyalists  were  assembled  by  Colonel  Pt//,  but 
LfCe  foon  swallowed  him,  with  his  whole  company,  all  being 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  Tarleton  now  advanced  against 
Lee,  but  an  order  of  Cornwallis  directed  him  back  to  Hills- 
borough. The  cause  of  this  was,  th^t  Greene,  after  receiving 
a  small  reinforcement,  like  a  second  Washington,  had  ra- 
crossed  the  Dan,  and  seemed  on  the  point  of  carrying  the 
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war,  Kke  a  whirlwind,  over  the  Slate.  CornwaUis  left  Hffls* 
borough,  and,  after  both  generab  had  mamBUTred  with  un- 
common abilities  for  a  long  time,  Greene  avoiding  a  general 
action  until  the  arrival  of  his  expected  reinforcements,  the 
two  armies  met  at  Guilford  Court»House ;  but  not  until  the 
American  general  had  received  his  reinforcements,  when  he 
made  the  ib'st  move  against  the  enemy. 

''  On  the  8th  of  March,  a  genera!  engagement  took  place, 
in  which  victory,  after  idternatdy  passing  to  the  banners  of 
each  army,  finally  decided  in  fovour  ot  the  British. 

**  The  British  loss,  in  this  battle,  exceeded  five  hundred  in 
killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  were  several  of  the  most 
distinguiriied  officers.  The  American  loss  was  about  four 
hundred  in  killed  and  vrounded,  of  vrhidi  more  than  three- 
fourths  fell  upon  the  continentals.  Though  the  numerical 
force  of  General  Gfeene  nearly  doubled  that  of  ComwaBis, 
yet,  when  we  consider  the  difference  between  these  forces, 
the  «faamefel  conduct  of  the  North  Carolina  militia,  vriio  fled 
at  the  first  fij^,  the  desertion  of  the  second  Maryland  regi- 
ment, and  that  a  body  of  reserve  was  not  brought  into  action, 
it  will  appear  that  our  numbers  actually  engaged  but  little 
exceeded  that  of  the  enemy. 

*'  Notwithstanding  the  issue  of  the  above  battle,  General 
Greene  took  the  botd  resolution  of  leading  back  his  forces  to 
SDuth  Carolina,  and  of  attacking  the  enemy's  strong  post  at 
Camden,  in  that  State.  Accordingly,  on  the  90th,  he  en* 
camped  at  Logtown,  vrithin  sight  of  the  enemy's  vrorks. 
Lord  Rawdon  at  this  time  held  the  command  of  Camden,  and 
had  a  force  of  only  nine  hundred  men.  The  army  of  General 
Groeiie  a  detachment  halving  been  made  for  another  expedi- 
tion under  General  Lee — amounted  scarcely  to  twelve  hun- 
dred men  of  all  classes. 

''  On  the  SSth,  Lord  Rawdon  drew  out  his  tbreen,  and  the 
two  armies  engaged.  For  a  season  victory  seemed  inclined 
to  the  Americans,  but,  in  the  issue.  General  Greene  found 
himself  obliged  to  retreat.    * 

**  The  American  loss,  in  kflled,  wounded,  and  missing,  was 
two  hundred  and  sixty-eight ;  the  English  loss  viras  nearly 
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fi^ual.  The  failure  ef  the  victory  in  this  battle  wa3  not  attri- 
butable, as  in  some  cases,  to  the  flight  of  the  militia*  when 
danger  had  scarcely  begun — but  General  Greene  e:qperienced 
the  mortification  of  seeing  a  raiment  of  veterans  give  way 
to  an  inferior  fi)roe»  when  every  circumstance  was  in  their 
favour — the  very  regiment,  too,  which,  at  the  battle  of  the 
CowpenSj  behaved  with  such  heroic  bravery. 

''Although  the  British  arms  gained  the  victory  of  Camden» 
the  result  of  the  whole  was  fLvourable  to  the  American  cause. 
General  Lee,  with  a  detachmept  despatched  for  that  purpose, 
while  Greene  was  marching  against  Camden^  took  possession 
of  an  important  post  at  Mottes,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Gongaree  and  Santee  rivers.  This  auspicious  event  was  fol-' 
lowed  by  the  evacuation  of  Camden  I^y  Lord  Rawdon,  and 
of  the  i^ole  line  of  British  posts,  with  the  ei^cq>tion  of 
Ninety*Six  and  Charleston. 

"  Ninety-Six,  one  hundred  and  finrty-seven  mile^  north-west 
firom  Charleston,  was  garrisoned  by  five  hundred  and  sixty 
men.  Against  this  post,  after  the  battle  of  Camden,  General 
Greene  took  qp  his  march,  and  on  the  22d  of  May  sat  down 
before  it.  Soon  after  the  siege  of  it  had  been  commenced^! 
intelligence  arsived  that  Lord  Rawdon  had  been  reinforced 
by  troops  from  Ireland,  and  was  on  his  march  with  two  thou- 
sand men  for  its  relief.  Greene  now  doternuned  upon  an 
assault ;  but  in  this  he  failed,  with  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men. 

"  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Ninety-^Six*  Lord  Rawdon  deemed' 
it  eacpedient  to  evacuate  this  post.  Retiring,  himself,  tp; 
CharleBton,  his  army  encamped  at  the  Eutaw  Springs,  forty 
miles  from  Charleston. 

"  General  Greene,  having  retired  to  the  high  hills  of  Santee, 
to  spend  the  hot  and  sickly  season,  in  September  approached 
the  enemy  at  the  Eutaw  Springs.  On  the  morning  of  the; 
8th,  he  advanced  upon  him,  and  the  battle  between  the  two 
armies  became  gsneraL  The  contest  was  austained  with 
equal  bravery  on  faolh  siden  victory  seeming  to  decide  in 
fovour  of  neither. 

''The  British  lost,  in  kiUed,  wounded,  and  piisoiien^  abouti 
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cme  thousand  one  hundred.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was 
five  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

"  The  battle  at  Eutaw  Springs  was  the  last  general  action 
that  took  place  in  South  Carolina,  and  nearly  finished  the 
war  in  that  quarter.    The  enemy  now  retired  to  Charleston. 

*'  Thus  closed  the  campaign  of  1781  in  South  Carolina. 
Few  commanders  have  ever  had  greater  difficulties  to  en- 
counter than  General  Greene ;  and  few  have  ever,  with  the 
same  means,  accomplished  so  much.  Though  never  so  deci- 
sively victorious,  yet  the  battles  which  he  fought,  either  fi-om 
necessity  or  choice,  were  always  so  well  managed  as  to  result 
to  his  advantage. 

''Not  unmindful  of  his  eminent  services.  Congress  pre- 
sented him  with  a  British  standard,  and  a  gold  medal,  em- 
blematical of  the  action  at  the  Eutaw  Springs,  which  restored 
a  sister  State  to  the  American  Union.  Had  it  pleased  Pro- 
vidence to  take  away  Washington  during  the  revolution, 
Greene  would  have  been  his  successor. 

"After  the  battle  of  Guilford,  between  Greene  and  Corn- 
wallis,  noticed  above,  the  latter,  leaving  South  Carolina  in 
charge  of  Lord  Rawdon,  commenced  his  march  towards  Pe- 
tersburg, in  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  20th  of  May. 
Having  received  several  reinforcements,  he  found  himself 
with  an  army  of  eight  thousand  men,  and  indulged  the  pleas- 
ing anticipations  that  Virginia  would  soon  be  made  to  yield 
to  his  arms." 

While  Colonel  Tarleton  was  making  his  predatory  excur- 
sion through  Virginia,  nine  of  his  men  went  to  a  tavern  to 
rob  and  plunder  as  usual.  Peter  Francisco  became  an  object 
of  their  attention ;  and,  among  other  things,  a  pair  of  shoe- 
buckles  were  found  on  Peter,  which  were  fashionable  in  those 
days.  A  British  officer,  with  drawn  sword,  approached  our 
hero  and  demanded  his  buckles.  Peter,  being  defenceless, 
told  him  to  take  them,  when  the  officer  placed  his  sword  un- 
der his  arm  and  stooped  to  take  them  from  Peter's  shoes. 
Peter  was  one  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  State;  and,  watch- 
ing his  opportunity,  he  very  slyly  took  the  sword  from  under 
the  arm  of  the  Briton  and  laid  him  at  his  feet ;  then  felling  jj 
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upon  the  rest,  he  dealt  destruction  on  all  sides,  and  routed  the 
whole  of  them ! 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  Peter  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
retaining  his  buckles  to  ornament  his  shoes  many  a  day, 
while  the  Briton  on  horseback  is  less  likely  to  hold  on  to  his 
gun;  his  countenance,  bespeaking  anything  but  exultation, 
seems  to  indicate  that  he  considers  himself  in  rather  a  dan* 
gerous  position.  Lay  it  on,  Peter ;  you  are  ridding  our  coun- 
try of  robbers  and  murderers,  who  would  have  had  the  auda- 
city to  rob  you  of  your  buckles  I  The  man  who  looks  on 
seems  somewhat  amazed ;  and  the  negroes,  showing  the  white 
of  the  eye  rather  largely  and  using  their  legs  very  freely, 
seem  somewhat  alarmed.  I  am  told  Peter  is  still  living, 
which  shows  he  knew  as  well  how  to  escape  from  Tarieton's 
four  hundred  soldiers  as  to  conquer  nine  of  them. — Huzza  for 
Peter ! 


^^^^^^/^^^^■^^^^^M^**^*^^^^ 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Washagton  mauBavrM  before  New  York— Directs  hie  Coune  to  Yorktown— 
Reaches  Cheeepeake  Bay— Arrival  of  Count  de  Gnaae-^Waduig  through  the 
Suaqnehanna— Arrival  of  Count  de  fiarrea— Siege  of  Yorkto^^— Bfiforta  of  Com- 
wallia— Storming  of  Redonbta— Critical  Situation  of  Comwallis— Surrender  of 
Comwa]]i»— Terms  of  Ca|ntnIatio&— Rejoicings  of  the  People— IKtseertM  of  a 
King— End  of  the  War— Courtship  and  Marriage  of  Wadungton— Prayer  of 
Washington. 

**  The  drying  op  a  single  tear  has  more 
Of  honest  fame,  than  shedding  seaa^f  gore. 

And  why  ?  because  it  brings  self-approbation, 

Whereas  the  other,  after  all  its  glare, 
Shouts,  bridges,  arches,  pensions  from  a  nation— 

Which  (it  may  be)  has  not  much  left  to  spaT»— 
A  higher  title,  or  a  loftier  station, 

Though  they  may  make  corruption  gape  or  stare, 
Yet,  in  the  end,  except  in  freedamU  baUkt^ 
Are  noAingr  but  a  child  of  murder's  rattles. 
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.And  fuch  thsj  ai»-^uid  mch  they  will  be  (fnind. 

Not  90  Ltofddoi  mid  WathingUmj 
Whme$9er^baUl9^ukofy  ground^ 

Which  breatha  of  naUom  mnedf  «Mf  worUt  umdotit* 
How  sweetly  on  tlie  ear  euoli  eohoee  sound ! 

While  the  mem  netors  nUly  appal  or  atnn 
The  servile  and  the  vain,  suoh  nanes  will  be 
A  watchwoid  till  the  fotnxe  shall  be  fiee.*' 

'^Attd  seas  and  continents  his  voioe  obey.*' 

Hmc,  in  this  aacied  spot,  benaath  the  cedar  and  the  piae» 
wisore  the  cactus  flouriahea,  and  the  wild  roae  blooma ;  whera 
the  mocking-bird  aiogs  in  the  grove»  and  the  &wn  steala 
timidly  away,  and  where,  sixty-three  years  ago,  WashingUm 
stood  dhrecti^g  a  great  siege,  we  now  wander  to  study  the 
battle-ground  of  Yorktown.  * 

Yorktown  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  York  river,  ele- 
▼en  miles  from  its  mouth ;  and  opposite  is  Gloucester,  another 
village,  on  a  point  of  land  projecting  far  into  the  river,  leav- 
ing the  stream  only  one  mile  wide,  though  it  is  from  three  to 
four  miles  wide  above  and  below. 

**  Time,  war,  flood,  and  fire. 

Have  dealt  npon  the  jBvtn4ii]l'd  oi^'s  pride.** 

This  is  litetally  trae,€Kcept  the  flood,  and  instead  of  York- 
town  being  built  on  seven  hills,  it  is  on  no  hill  at  all,  but 
merely  on  a  high  bank.  The  town  is  still  in  ruins ;  •  the  siege* 
and  subeequent  fire,  have  left  only  a  remnant  of  what  it  was; 
before.  IRie  lizard  crawls  through  the  tall  weeds  in  the, 
mined  church ;  and  the  walls  of  the  cemetery  being  levelled^ 
with  the  earth,  enables  brutes  to  rove  about  among  the  sculp-' 
tured  monuments  of  the  iHostrioos  dead.  The  number  of  in- 
habitants is  only  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

The  battles  were  fought  all  around  the  town,  on  the  plan- 
tation of  Governor  Nelson,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  who  had  been  elevated  by  Congress 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  who  was  now  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment  of  Virginia  militia.  His  house  soon 
became  a  shapeless  heap  of  ruins ;  his  land  covered  with  en- 
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trenchmentSy  forts  and  redoubts ;  but  the  same  spirit  which, 
in  1T74,  dictated  the  letters  to  members  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  to  otl^rs,  which  his  grandson,  William  Nelson, 
the  present  owner  of  the  plantation,  had  the  kindness  to  show 
us,  and  which  now  appear  as  oracles  of  inspiration,  not  only 
made  him  indifferent  to  the  destruction  of  his  own  property, 
but  a  large  portion  of  his  private  fortune  was  distributed 
with  a  bounteous  hand,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  army. 
By  the  aid  of  the  documents  of  GU>vernor  Nelson,  and  the 
kind  assistance  of  Mr.  William  Nelson,  who  took  me  over 
the  plantation,  pointing  out  the  parallels,  redoubts  and  forts, 
still  to  be  distinctly  seen,  I  was  able  to  learn  the  entire  plan 
of  operations  of  the  besiegers  and  the  besieged. 

We  wandered  about,  and  studied  the  battle-ground,  for  a 
period  of  three  days,  when  we  sat  down  at  the  place  already 
alluded  to,  and  in  imagination  fought  the  battles  over  again, 
as  follows : 

Washington  had  intrusted  Lafayette  with  the  defence  of 
Virginia;  and  the  young  hero,  who  was  called  a  boy  by 
Comwallis,  hung  on  the  proud  lord's  back  like  an  incubus, 
harassing  him,  repressing  his  excursions — now  driving  back 
his  foraging  parties — then  fighting  the  British  vigorously — 
until,  at  length,  he  shrewdly  conducted  Cornwallis  to  York- 
town. 

When  Lafayette  had  hoaxed  Cornwallis,  and  Washington 
alarmed  and  hoaxed  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by  his  pretended 
siege  of  New  York,  the  commander-in-chief  suddenly  turned 
to  the  right,  back  of  the  mountains,  between  the  interior  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  the  district  on  the  sea-coast, 
hurried  his  army  to  the  Delaware — waded  through  the  water 
near  Trenton,  below  the  fails — marched  to  Philadelphia,  and 
defiled  before  the  assembled  Congress. 

Reaching  the  head  of  Elk  river,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Che- 
sapeake Bay,  there  were  not  vessels  enough  to  embark  the 
two  armies,  whose  vanguards,  composed  of  grenadiers  and 
chasseurs,  alone  were  taken  away,  while  all  the  rest,  with 
the  field-artillery  and  baggage,  continued  their  march  to 
Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  whither  Count  de  Grasse,  who 
"       59       •■ 
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had  arrived  in  the  bay,  was  to  send  all  tiie  bMti  be  could 
spare. 

But  on  their  "way  to  Baltimore  the  Suequriianna  had  t^  be 
eroBsedy  which  could  not  be  aoeompIiBhed  widi  suflkieni  esb- 
pedition  in  a  few  ferry-boa^s,  the  only  meam  in  poaseaaion  of 
the  anny^  if  they  would  croos  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Count  Dumas,  to  whom  orders  had  been  gi^^n  to  direct  this 
passage,  being  inibrmed  by  the  country  peofrfe  that  the  river 
was  fordable,  during  the  fine  season,  just  below  the  falls,  and 
twenty  miles  above  its  mouth,  repaired  to  the  place  with 
guides.  He  examined  the  f<MHl,  and  found  it  rath^  forbid- 
ding ;  but  he  rushed  through  water  four  feet  deep,  oyer  broken 
rocks  and  loose  boulders,  with  artillery,  horses,  and  other 
impediments^  and  arrived  on  the  opposite  shore  with  very  little 
loss.  We  feel  disposed,  even  at  this  late  period,  to  give  the , 
count  three  cheers  for  this  daring  enterprise.  It  was  certainly 
the  most  expeditious  mode  of  surmounting  a  difficulty. 

The  York  river  was  blockaded  by  the  French  fleet  to  pre- 
vent Cornwallis  from  escaping,  or  receiving  reinforeements 
from  Clinton,  and  the  James  river,  to  establish  a  communica- 
tion with  Lafayette,  who  was  at  Williamsburg,  only  a  few 
miles  from  Yorhtown,  where,  it  was  feared,  he  might  be  over- 
whelmed by  nwalHs,  who,  discovering  his  danger,  might 
thus  attempt  .  j  escape  into  the  Carolinas.  Three  thousand 
French  troops  were  sent  up  James  river,  under  Marquis  de 
St.  Simon,  to  make  a  junction  with  Lafayette. 

The  Count  de  Grasse,  having  handled  the  British  squadron 
under  Admiral  Graves  very  roughly,  during  which  time  the 
Count  de  Barras,  with  his  artillery  and  munitions  of  war, 
from  Rhode  Island,  entered  the  channel,  the  French  had  en- 
tire command  of  the  bay.  After  disembarking  their  imple- 
ments of  siege,  they  were  at  leisure  to  convey  Washington's 
army  from  Annapolis  to  the  mouth  of  the  James  river,  and 
up  that  river  to  Williamsburg.  All  the  army  was  here  united 
on  the  36th  and  27th  of  September,  178L  From  the  head 
of  Elk  river,  General  Washington  and  Count  Rochambeau, 
with  a  light  escort,  had  departed  first,  and  by  forced  marches 
of  sixty  miles  a  day,  had  arrived  at  Williamsburg  on  the  14th 
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of  September,  from  which  pl«ce  they  were  at  once  cooveyed 
on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris>  the  fiag-ship  of  Count  de 
Grasse,  where  a  council  was  held  as  to  their  future  ope* 
rations. 

In  the  meantime  Co/nwallis  was  busy  in  entrenching  him- 
self at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  obstructing  the  river  with 
some  of  his  ships,  which  he  sunk  in  the  channel.  His  fortifi- 
cations, thrown  up  with  the  most  indefatigable  industry, 
were  strengthened  by.  wood-work.  On  the  east  end  of  the 
town,  he  constructed  a  fort,  which  is  almost  perfect  to  this 
day:  extending  from  this,  his  works  encircled  the  town. 
East  of  the  fort,  at  a  distance  of  several  hui^dred  yards,  is  a 
very  deep  ravine ;  and  still  further  east  are  the  remains  of 
two  redoubts,  six  hundred  yards  from  the  fort ;  of  these  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  again.  Independent  of  the  works 
around  and  near  Yorktown,  vriiich  extend  fi*om  the  edge  of  the 
river  below  the  town,  his  lordship  had  constructed  a  number 
of  redoubts  at  some  distance  from  the  main  works,  which  he 
vras  obliged  to  abandon,  with  few  exceptions,  on  the  approach  of 
the  allies,  to  guard  against  being  outflanked  and  cut  off  from 
his  shi{q)ing  and  Glouoester  pcMnt.  The  command  of  the  lat- 
ter had  been  given  to  a  detachment  of  six  hundred  men  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton. 

And  now  they  come — Washington,  Rochambeau,  Lafayette 
— the  love  of  freedom  blazing  in  their  souls ;  the  destiny  of 
the  present  and  future  generations  revolvij^  in  their  tower- 
ing minds.  The  armies  march ;  the  earth  trembles  beneath 
their  feet.  The  French  corps  o£  7000  men^  under  Rocham- 
beau, their  commander-in-chief,  are  ordered  by  Washington 
to  take  the  upper  half  of  the  semicircle ;  to  extend  the  in- 
vestment from  the  river,  above  Yorktown,  to  a  morass  near 
Governor  Nelson's  house ;  to  take  advantage  of  the  wood, 
creek,  &c.,  blocking  up  the  enemy  in  that  quarter  within  pis- 
tol-shot of  their  works. 

The  American  army  now  passes  the  morasses,  over  bridges 
which  they  had  repaired,  and  Yorktown  is  completely  in- 
vested. About  the  same  time,  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  with  his 
legion,  and  a  detaofame&t  of  Virginia  militia  under  Gfeneral 
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Weedon,  took  a  position  in  front  of  and  blockaded  Gloucester 
point.  The  combined  armies  amounted  to  about  16,000 ;  the 
British  to  about  one-half  that  number. 

The  trenches  are  next  opened  by  the  allies,  in  the  night 
of  the  6th  and  7th  of  October.  Amid  the  roar  of  artillery, 
they  pushed  their  works  with  such  energy,  that  the  first  par- 
allel, extending  for  miles  around  the  town,  was  soon  com* 
pleted,  the  batteries  erected  and  covered  with  nearly  one 
hundred  pieces  of  ordnance. 

Hark !  the  voice  of  freedom  speaks  from  the  mouths  of  a 
hundred  cannon,  the  only  argument  that  tyrants  will  hear ; 
and  while  the  British  defences  were  falling  faster  than  the 
labour  and  perseverance  of  the  soldiers  could  construct  and 
repair  them,  the  appalling  truth  was  once  more  forced  upon 
their  proud  and  stubborn  minds,  that  the  republicans  have  an 
arm  to  strike  and  a  soul  to  dare  as  well  as  they,  the  proudest 
mercenaries  of  relentless  oppressors. 

The  besiegers  begin  the  second  parallel,  only  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  British  works.  A  deluge  of  bombs  and 
balls  is  poured  from  the  enemy's  lines,  but  their  own  batte- 
ries are  soon  silenced  by  the  fire  of  the  first  parallel  of  the 
Americans. 

The  two  advanced  redoubts  below  the  fort  of  the  enemy, 
of  which  we  have  already  spoken,  interfering  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  besiegers'  second  parallel,  by  their  incessant 
and  galling  fire,  Washington  resolved  to  take  them  by  storm. 
One  of  these  redoubts  is  on  the  high  bank  of  the  river,  the 
other  a  few  hundred  yards  firom  it.  In  order  to  excite  a  spi- 
rit of  emulation,  (for  they  could  see  each  other,)  Washington 
ordered  Lafayette,  at  the  head  of  American  light-infantry,  to 
storm  the  redoubt  next  the  river,  and  Baron  V iomesnil,  at  the 
head  of  some  French  grenadiers,  to  take  the  other.  Relying 
^tirely  upon  their  bayonets,  the  Americans,  with  unloaded 
guns,  rushed  forward  with  extreme  impetuosity.  Col.  Hamil- 
ton leading  the  van, 

**Aii  Ithaous  in  camo,  an  Ajax  in  the  field," — 
drove  some  of  the  enemy  headlong  over  a  precipice  cme  hun- 
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dred  feet  high,  killed  a  few,  and  astonished  and  took  nearly 
all  the  remainder  prisoners.  The  French,  with  a  little  more 
fighting,  carried  the  other  redoubt  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
These  redoubts  were  soon  included  in  the  second  parallel. 
The  firing  of  the  Americans  is  now  one  continuous  peal  of 
deafening  thunder.  The  deer  starts  in  terror  fircxn  his  lair; 
the  wild  bird  screams ;  the  liberated  steed  forgets  to  graae, 
bounds  away,  then  stops  and  snuffi  the  air,  and  runs  again. 
The  dog  howls  piteously,  crouches  and  seeks  his  master's  aid. 
The  war-tfteed,  with  arched  neck,  champs  the  bit,  tugs  the 
rein,  and  paws  the  ground,  eager  to  rush  into  the  midst  of 
danger,  as  if  he  too  had  power  to  acquire  or  rights  to  main- 
tain. The  mortars  and  cannon  pour  shells,  balls  and  grape- 
Aot  with  terrible  eflect  upon  the  enemy's  works. 

'^  Round  the  pent  foe  approaching  breastworks  rise, 
And  bombs,  like  meteors,  yaalt  the  flaming  skies. 
Night,  with  her  hoTering  wings,  asserts  in  Tain 
Hie  shades,  the  silence  of  her  rightful  reign; 
High  roars  her  canopy  with  fiery  flakes. 
And  War  stalks  wilder  through  the  glare  he  makes.'* 

The  British  lines  are  falling  all  around  them ;  their  guns 
are  silenced ;  the  shipping  is  set  on  fire  by  the  shells  of  the 
allies ;  and  at  night,  the  flames  rise  up  to  heaven  and  disclose  all 
the  horrors  of  the  deadly  strife. 

Washington  directs  the  storm ;  he 

**  Views  the  tempest  with  oollected  soul, 
And  fates  of  empires  in  his  bosom  roll." 

The  brave,  the  proud  lord,  who  strove  for  empire,  now  be- 
comes an  alarmed  fugitive,  attempts  to  escape  with  his  army 
across  the  river,  to  carry  desolation  into  other  parts  of  the 
country.  But  the  elements  of  heaven  conspii^  against  him ; 
the  mandates  of  a  righteous  God  have  gone  forth,  that  a  na- 
tion, striving  in  so  just,  so  glorious  a  cause,  shall  cease  to 
bleed,  and  the  storm  defeats  the  enterprise. 

He  sues  for  mercy  now ;  he  who  before  had  only  known 
bow  to  command. 

True  greatness  and  generosity  are  inseparable ;  Washing- 
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%6m,  who*  couM  bend  the  strong  in  arms,  also  knew  how  td 
•l^e  the  IMrie  hand.  *'  He  was  like  the  stream  of  many 
tMes  against  tke  ftes  of  his  people,  bot  tike  the  gale  that 
ommM  the  graat  to  those  wiio  asked  his  aid.  His  arm  was 
Ike  svpport  of  the  injured ;  the  weak  rested  behind  the  light- 
mag  ef  his  steirf.'*  With  brow  serene  he  meets  the  Mien  foe, 
aad  eonduots  him-  to  Moore's  bouse,  bailt  in  the  oM  Sngliek 
styla,  and  bosMiMly  situated  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
#ii«r. 

Here  the  terns  of  capitidation  were  signed,  which  made 
ComwalliB  and  his  army,  on  both  sides  of  the  ri^r,  prisoners 
of  war ;  and  the  vanquished  garrison  defiled  at  two  o'doek, 
on  the  IMi  of  Oetober,  between  the  two  aHied  armies,  with 
drums  beating,  carrying  their  arms,  which  fhey  piled,  with 
twenty  pair  of  colours,  in  a  field  near  the  town. 

The  British  opcers  manifested  the  most  bitter  mortifica- 
tion. Colonel  Abercrombie  rapidly  withdrew  from  the  Eng- 
lish guards,  whom  he  had  commanded,  corering  Ms  face  and 
biting  his  sword. 

But  we  must  endeavour  to  dispose  of  that  sword  of  Corn- 
wallis,  which  has  so  much  puzzled  historians.  I  have  seen 
paintings  of  Cornwallis  delivering  his  sword  in  person  to 
Gen.  Lineoln.  I  have  seen  engravings  of  the  same  oiiicer  in 
the  act  of  presenting  his  sword  to  Washington.  These  are 
poetic  licenses,  like  those  of  a  poet,  who,  in  speaking  of  this 
siege,  mined  and  blew  up  a  citadel,  where  none  ever  existed. 
With  the  destruction  of  this  ideal  strong-hold,  he  makes  reel- 
ing mountains  roar,  fills  the  air  with  guns,  bastions,  maga- 
zines ;  and  startles  the  British  commander  with  the  astounding 
earthquake,  while  he  beholds  his  chosen  veterans  whirling 
down  the  skies. 

The  truth  is  simply  this:  Gen.  Lincoln,  at  the  siege  of 
Charleston,  had  been  obliged  to  surrender  to  the  British,  and 
Washington  now  appoints  him  to  receive  the  submission  of 
the  British  army,  and  to 

**  guide,  with  modest  air, 
The  last  gltd  triamph  of  the  ^mMyt^d  wsr.'' 
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CorAwaUtt  fekor  kigfi^d  sickMsi,  andeoafitkutdd  Getntni 
O'Hara  hia  nepreaentative.  The  latter,  oanHng  op  to  «te 
Count  Roohanbaay*  ,|»retonted  kia  mmrd  to  him ;  Maa  cdfuot 
poiated  to  Qeaefal  WaabingtiHi*  whe  waa  tippotite,  at  the 
head  of  the  Anaracaft  armyv  «nd  toM  him  tkiat  iha  French 
army  being  auxiUariea  on  the  oondnent^  k  mm  the  Amarieaa 
general  who  was  lo  aignify  his  orders  to  bim. 

LieiUeoant-GoDanil  Gaaiat  Duaaas  aays:  **  I  had  oidera  to 
go  and  meet  die  uoefia  of  Ike  g«rri8eR»  aad  to  difed;  the 
columns.  I  plaeed  myaelf  at  Geiletal  CHara's  left  hand. 
As  we  afpioaohed  the  ttenohea,  he  ashed  me  where  Genial 
RochambeauVM.  <  On  our  left»'  I  saM, '  at  the  head  of  the 
French  line.'  The  Engiish  general  wrged  his  horae  forward 
to  piesent  his  swotd  lo  the  EVenefa  generaL  Ooesssng  his 
intentioH,  I  galloped  on  ia  the  place  myiseift  between  him  «Ml 
M.  de  Rocbambeau,  who  at  that  momeBt  mafde  me  a  sign, 
poiatiag  to  General  Washington,  who  was  opposite  to  him, 
at  the  head  of  tihe  Amerieaa  nrmy.  '  Yon  ate  mistahesi/ 
said  I  to  the  General  O'Hian^  *  the  commander4ii^ief  of 
our  army  is  on  the  right.'  I  accompanied  him,  and  the  mo- 
ment that  he  presented  his  sword,  (General  Wasfaoigton,  anti- 
cipating him,  said,  *  Never  from  such  a  good  hand.' " 

Washington,  it  would  appear,  entertained  a  nsgard  for  the 
personal  character  of  Offara,  and  did  not  wish  to  increase 
chagrin  and  mortification  by  taking  his  sword.  The  mag*- 
nanimous  conqueror,  satisfied  with  hating  deprited  the  offi- 
cers of  the  means  of  ii^urii^  his  country,  declined  gratifying 
his  own  pride  by  humUtng  a  fallen  fee.  Four  young  poplars, 
however,  mark  the  spot  where  the  sword  v)as  twtrendered,  but 
not  received  either  by  Washington  or  Lincoia. 

If  argument  yfwe  necessary  to  cettfent  the  assertions  of 
such  req^eCable  authority,  let  it  be  remembered,  the  terms 
of  capitulation  were,  in  general,  the  same  which  had  been 
granted  to  General  Lincoln  at  Charieaton,  eighteen  months 
before ;  and  we  are  told,  by  American  and  British  historians, 
that  on  that  ocoasion  the  ofieers  retained  tfieir  anm  and 
baggage. 

The  glad  tidings  of  victory  spread  over  the  length  and 
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breadth  of  the  land.  Joy  exhilarates  the  soul  of  every  finee- 
man ;  they  congratulate  each  otheri  by  a  hearty  shake  ot 
both  hands.  The  farmer  stops  his  labour,  throws  down  his 
hat  and  leaps  for  joy ;  the  mechanic  rushes  out  of  liis  shop 
to  convey  the  happy  news  to  his  fnends,  and  to  hear  more. 
The  orator  mounts  .the  rostrum,  and  pours  forth  his  gratitude 
in  spirit-stirring  eloquence.  The  sick  man  raises  his  head 
firom  the  pillow,  and  finds  hknself  much  better.  Every  heart 
is  foil  of  gratitude ;  a  few  men  really  lose  their  senses,  and 
<me  old  patriot  in  Philadelphia  died  in  ecstacy. 

The  people  hastened  to  the  churches,  and  poured  forth  their 
souls  in  prayer  to  God  f<Hr  their  glorious  victory  over  their 
oppressors.  In  these  prayers,  proceeding  from  hearts  over- 
flowing with  gratitude,  could  be  heard  the  names  of  Wash- 
ington, Rochambeau,  Lafayette;  many  a  sweet  voice,  breathed 
through  rosy  lips,  pronounced  the  name  of  the  fother  of  his 
people ;  many  a  white  hand  was  raised  to  heaven  to  invoke 
kindred  spirits  to  shower  their  blessings  upon  his  head,  lliese 
were  times  that  tried  men's  souls,  and  meh  a  victory  tried 
them  again. 

The  sirocco  blast  of  a  six  years'  war  had  already  raged 
over  the  land,  but  now  the  people  feel  their  might ;  and  what 
madman  would  prolong  the  war  in  behalf  of  his  king?  Who 
would  now  stem  the  torrent  of  public  opinion,  of  a  nation  of 
patriots  1  Return,  ye  hirelings  of  an  idiot  king,  and  tell  your 
master,  that  when  he  hears  the  deep  hollow  thunder  of  the 
cataract  of  Niagara,  mingled  vrith  the  roar  of  the  long  and 
angry  rapids,  to  entreat  it  to  cease  its  appalling  din  and  tu- 
multuous uproar.  When  the  terrors  of  the  vdcand  shake 
mountains  to  their  bases,  and  rivers  of  fire  rush  over  human 
habitations,  with  deafening  roar  and  thundering  explosions, 
then  let  him  tell  those  plutonian  workshops  to  calm  their  agi- 
tated breasts,  to  hush  their  tenors,  to  cease  their  devastations, 
and  sink  into  the  repose  of  a  horrid  sleep.  When  the  earth- 
quake upheaves  the  earth,  shakes  cities  into  fragments,  rolls 
the  sea  in  mountain  billows  to  the  shore,  then  let  him  threaten 
it  with  tax-laws,  and  command  it  to  stop  the  dread  ruin  and 
wide-spread  consternation  which  it  occasions.    Then,  them  let 
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him  toll  the  Amerkuinii  lo  abandon  their  rights  and  submit  to 
his  gracioos  will. 

Why  ahoHld  a  nation  groan  under  the  rack  of  one  indivi- 
dnalt  who  has  usurped  a  power,  and  claimed  a  right  to  rule 
merely  because  his  ancestors  ruled  with  a  delegated  power  t 
What  entitles  him  to  that  station  1  When  did  his  divine  right 
begin?  Was  it  in  oppression  and  wnmg,  violence  and  mur- 
der ;  <^  through  the  agency  of  those  he  first  wronged  and 
then  led  against  other  countries  1  A  king !  what  is  he,  George  | 
III.  ? — Many  a  negro's  name  was  Georg&— a  first,  a  second, 
a  third  I — ^A  king  1  What  is  he  ? — D%$$ect  him  and  you  find 
his  skeleton  is  composed  of  bones,  jost  like  those  of  a  beggar, 
and  perhaps  a  worse  mbject*  His  muscles  less  perfectly  de- 
veloped than  those  of  the  healthy  labourer;  his  Hood  conta- 
nunated  by  debauchery  and  disease;  his  brain  probably  a 
very  ordinary  ^^ecMieii  /  his  heart  of  the  same  physical  ceo- 
fiMrmation  as  those  of  other  sons  of  Adam ;  and  in  a  moral 
sense,  probably  mcHre  corrupt  than  the  majority  of  others: 
and  yet  this  poor  specimen  of  humanity  would  castigate  a 
nation  by  divine  authority ! 

The  fitll  of  C<Hmwalli8  may  be  considered  the  end  of  the 
revolution.  A  few  skirmishes  only  indicated  a  continuation 
of  hostilities. 

CongfesB  appointed  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John 
Jay,  and  Henry  Laurens,  commissioners  for  negotiating  peace 
with  Great  Britain.  They  met  Mr.  Fitaherbert  and  Mr. 
Oswald,  on  the  part  of  England,  at  Paris,  where  provisitmal 
articles  of  peace  between  the  two  countries  were  signed  No- 
vember 30th,  1782.  The  definitive  treaty  was  signed  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1783,  which  acknowledged  our  indepen- 
dence. 

The  army  was  disbanded — ^Washington  issued  his  farewell 
orders— bade  adieu  to  his  soldiers — ^took  leave  of  his  oflkers, 
resigned  his  commission  to  Congress,  and  retired  to  his  seat 
at  Mount  Vernon  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  private  life.  In  a 
short  time,  howevor,  he  became  the  first  in  the  cabinet,  as  he 
had  been  the  first  in  the  fidd. 

Before  we  take  leave  oi  our  great  hero,  we  shall  select  a 
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rich  gem  for  the  ladies,  if  they  will  kNKMir  us  with  a  perusal 
of  our  book.  The  ladies  know  that  the  brave  hgneiir«  respect 
and  love  them,  and  the  foUowiag  article  will  show  whether 
Washington  had  any  tinse  to  devote  to  them. 

^  Descended  from  an  aneieiit  faflnly»  which  first  migrated 
to  the  colony  o(  Viiigiaia  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Orlando 
Jones,  a  dergyaian  df  Wales,  Martha  Dandridge  was  born 
isi  the  county  of  New  Kent,  cdeiqr  of  Virginia,  in  Bfay ,  1732* 
The  'education  of  females,  in  the  early  days  of  the  colonial 
seltleonents,  was  almoet  ekehisiveiy  of  a  domestic  character, 
aad  by  instructors  who  were  entertained  in  the  principal 
ftflMlies,  that  weoe  too  few  and  too  '*  far  between"  to  admit 
of  the  estaUishment  of  public  sdieois.  Of  the  early  life  of 
Miss  Dandridge  we  aire  only  idite  to  record^  that  the  young 
lady  esoeUed  in  personal  charms,  whicht  with  pleasing  man* 
nens,  and  a  geneiul  amiability  of  demoanerr  caused  her  to  be 
distinguished  amid,  the  fair  ones  who  usually  assensUed  at 
the  court  of  Williamsburg,  then  heU  by  the  rojnal  governors 
ef  y  ii^iinia. 

''At  seventeen  years  of  age,  or  in  174A,  Miss  Dandridge 
was  married  to  Coknel  Danid  Parke  Custis,  of  the  White 
House,  osunty  ef  New  Kenlt.  This  was  a  uMitch  of  afiection. 
The  father  of  the  bridegroom,  the  Honourable  John  Custis, 
of  Arlington,  a  king's  counsellor,  had  matrimonial  views  of  a 
more  ambitious  oharacler  ibr  his  only  son  and  heir,  and  was 
desirous  of  a  connexion  with  the  Byrd  family,  of  Westover, 
Colonel  Byrd  being  at  thai  time,  frcmi  his  influence  and  vast 
possessions,  almost  a  count  palatine  of  Virginia.  The  coun- 
sellor having  at  length  given  his  consent,  the  newly  married 
pair  sealed  at  the  White  House,  on  the  bunks  of  the  Pa* 
munkey  river,  where  Colonel  Custis  became  an  eminently 
successful  planier.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  vrare^  a  girl, 
who  died  in  in&ncy,  and  Daniel,  Mjutha,  and  John.  Daniel 
was  a  child  of  much  promise,  and  it  was  generaUy  briieved, 
that  his  unCinsdy  death  hastened  his  father  to  the  grave. 
Martha  arrived  at  womanhood,  and  died  at  Mount  Vernon 
in  1770,  and  John,  the  father  of  the  biographer,  (OessfS  W. 
P.  Custis,  Eiq.,  of  AHmglen,  D.  &)  peririied  wMk  m  the  ser- 
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rksb  of  hii  coiiiilry»  ia  the  auile  of  the  eomiiianiler-in-duciff 
at  the  siege  of  Yorktown»  1781»  aged  twenty-seven. 

^  On  the  decease  afi  her  husband,  which  happened  about 
middle  age,  Mrs.  Custis  fonnd  herself  at  once  a  very  yaang^ 
and  among  the  wealthiest  widows  in  the  cotony*  Indepen- 
dently of  extensive  and  valaaUe  landed  estates,  the  ooleml 
left  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  money,  with  half  th^t 
amount  to  his  only  dangfater,  Martha.  It  is  related  of  Ihis 
amiable  gentleman  that,  when  on  his  deatb^Mtd,  he  se«t  for  a 
tenant,  to  whom,  in  settling  an  account,  be  was  due  oae  sbil* 
Kng.  The  tenant  be^ed  that  the  colonel,  who  had  erer 
been  most  land  to  his  tenantry,  would  not  trouble  Umsdlf 
at  all  about  such  a  trifle,  as  he,  the  tenant,  had  fbrgetten  it 
long  ago.  ^  But  I  have  not ;'  refoined  the  just  and  oonseieii- 
tious  landlord,  and,  bidding  his  creditor  take  up  the  coin, 
which  had  been  purposely  plaeed  on  his  piHow,  eKetaiased, 
'Now  my  accounts  are  all  dosed  with  this  worid;'  «ml 
shortly  after  expired.  Mrs.  Custis,  as  scrfe  exeentrix,  na»- 
aged  the  extensive  landed  and  pecuniary  concerns  of  the 
estates  with  surprising  ability ;  making  loans,  on  nMMlgage, 
of  moneys,  and,  through  her  stewards  and  agents,  conducting 
the  sales  or  exportation  of  the  crops  to  the  hem  possible  ad-^ 
vantage. 

"  While  on  the  subject  of  the  moneyed  concerns  of  seventy 
years  ago,  we  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  a  brief  digression. 
An  orchard  of  fine  apple  trees  is  yet  standing  near  Bladens- 
burg,  that  was  presented  to  a  Mr.  Ross,  by  the  father  of  the 
late  venerable  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  as  a  recompense 
for  Mr.  Ross's  having  introduced  to  Mr.  Carroll  a  good  bor- 
rower of  his  money.  A  Colonel  T.,  one  of  the  ancient  dons 
of  Maryland,  being  observed  riding  over  the  race-course  of 
Annapolis  in  a  very  disturbed  and  anxious  manner»  was  ac« 
costed  by  his  friends  with  a  'What's  the  matter.  Colonel 7 
Are  you  alarmed  for  the  success  of  your  filly,  about  to  start  V 
'  Oh,  no,'  replied  T.,  *  but  I  have  a  thousand  pounds  by  me, 
to  loan,  and  here  have  I  been  riding  about  the  course  the 
whole  morning,  and  not  a  single  borrower  can  I  get  ibr  my 
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money.'    We  opine  the  same  anxieties  would  not  be  l<mg 
suffered  in  1834.      , 

"  It  was  in  1758  that  an  officer,  attired  in  a  military  un* 
dress,  and  attended  by  a  body-servant,  tall  and  militaire  as 
his  chief,  crossed  the  ferry  called  Williams's,  oyer  the  Pamun- 
key,  a  branch  of  the  York  river.  On  the  boat  touching  the 
southern  or  New  Kent  side,  the  soldier's  progress  was  ar- 
rested by  one  of  those  personages  who  give  the  beau  id6a]  of 
the  Virginia  gentleman  of  the  old  regime,  the  very  soul  of 
kindness  and  hospitality.  It  was  in  vain  the  soldier  urged 
his  business  at  Williamsburgh,  important  communications  to 
the  governor,  Ac  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  on  whose  dmnain  the 
militaire  had  just  landed,  would  hear  of  no  excuse.  Colonel 
Washington  was  a  name  and  character  so  <kar  to  all  the  Vir- 
ginians, that  his  passing  by  one  of  the  castles  of  Virginia, 
Without  calling  and  partaking  of  the  hospitalities  erf"  the  host, 
was  entirely  out  of  the  question.  The  colonel,  however,  did 
not  surrender  at  discretion,  but  stoutly  maintained  his  ground, 
till  Chamberlayne  bringing  up  his  reserve,  in  the  intimati<m 
that  he  would  introduce  his  friend  to  a  young  and 'charming 
widow,  then  beneath  his  roof,  the  soldier  capitulated,  on  con- 
dition that  be  should  dine,  only  dine,  and  then,  by  pressing 
his  charger  and  borrowing  of  the  night,  he  would  reach  Wil- 
liamsburg before  his  excellency  could  shake  off  his  morning 
slumbers.  Orders  were  accordingly  issued  to  Bishop,  the 
oolonel's  body-servant  and  faithful  follower,  who,  t<^ther 
with  the  fine  English  charger,  had  been  bequeathed  by  the 
dying  Braddock  to  Major  Washington,  on  the  famed  apd  fatal 
field  of  the  Monongahela.  Bishop,  bred  in  the  school  of  Eu- 
ropean discipline,  raised  his  hand  to  his  cap,  as^  much  as  to 
say, '  Your  honour's  orders  shall  be  obeyed.' 
P  "  The  colonel  now  proceeded  to  the  mansion,  and  was  in- 
troduced to  various  guests,  (for  when  was  a  Virginian  dorni* 
cil  of  the  olden  time  without  guests  ?)  and,  above  all,  to  the 
charming  widow.  Tradition  relates  that  they  were  mutually 
pleased  on  this  their  first  interview,  nor  is  it  remarkable; 
they  were  of  an  age  when  impressions  are  strongest.  The 
lady  was  fair  to  behold,  of  fascinating  manners,  and  splen- 
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dkily  eodowed  with  worldly  benefits;  the  hero  fresh  from 
early  fields,  redolent  of  fame,  with  a  form  on  which 

*  Every  god  did  seem  to  set  his  seal, 
To  giye  the  world  assurance  of  a  man.* 

'<  The  morning  passed  pleasantly  away ;  evening  eame» 
with  Bishop,  true  to  his  orders  and  firm  at  his  post,  holding 
the  favourite  charger  with  the  one  hand,  while  the  other  was 
waiting  to  offer  the  ready  stirrup.  The  sun  sunk  in  the  hori- 
zon, and  yet  the  colonel  appeared  not.  And  then  the  old  sol- 
dier marvelled  at  his  chiefs  delay.  <  'Twas  strange,  Hwas 
passing  strange' — surely  he  was  not  wont  to  be  a  single  mo- 
ment behind  his  appointments,  for  he  was  the  most  punctual 
of  all  punctual  men.  Meantime  the  host  enjoyed  the  scene 
of  the  veteran  on  duty  at  the  gate,  while  the  colonel  was  so 
agreeably  employed  in  the  parlour ;  and,  proclaiming  that  no 
guest  ever  left  his  house  after  sunset,  his  militar}'  visiter  was, 
without  much  difficulty,  persuaded  to  order  Bishop  to  put  up 
the  horses  for  the  night.  The  sun  rode  high  in  the  heavens 
the  ensuing  day,  when  the  enamoured  soldier  pressed  with 
his  spur  his  charger^s  side,  and  speeded  on  his  way  to  the 
seat  of  government,  where,  having  despatched  his  public  bu- 
siness, he  retraced  his  steps,  and  at  the  White  House,  the  en- 
gagement took  place,  with  preparations  for  the  marriage. 

**  And  much  hath  the  biographer  heard  of  that  marriage, 
from  gray-haired  domestics,  who  waited  at  the  board  where 
love  made  the  feast  and  Washington  was  the  guest.  And 
rare  and  high  was  the  revelry,  at  that  palmy  period  of  Vir- 
ginia's festal  age ;  for  many  were  gathered  to  that  marriage, 
of  the  good,  the  great,  the  gifted,  and  the  gay,  while  Virgi- 
nia, with  joyous  acclamation,  hailed  in  her  youthful  hero  a 
prosperous  and  happy  bridegroom. 

"  *And  so  you  remember  when  Colonel  Washington  came  a 
courting  your  mistress  V  said  the  biographer  to  old  Cully,  in 
his  hundredth  year.  < Aye,  master,  that  I  do/  replied  this  an- 
cient family  servant,  who  had  lived  to  see  five  generations ; 
<  great  times,  sir,  great  times  I  Shall  never  see  the  like  again  I' 
'And  Washington  looked  something  like  a  man,  a  proper  man ; 
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htjr,  CuUy?'  'Never  seed  the  like,  air;  Mver  the  hkmcS 
him»  though  I  have  seen  raaay  in  my  day ;  ao  tall,  so  atraiglii ! 
and  then  he  sat  a  horse  and  rode  with  such  an  air  1  Ah,  air ; 
he  was  like  no  one  else !  Many  of  the  grandest  gentlemm, 
in  their  gold  lace,  were  at  the  wedding,  but  none  looked  like 
the  man  himself!'  Strong,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  im- 
pression which  the  person  and  manner  of  Washington  made 
upon  the  rude, '  untutor'd  mind'  of  this  poor  negro,  since  the 
lapse  of  three-quarters  of  a  century  had  not  sufficed  to  eAoe 
them* 

**  The  precise  date  of  the  marriage  the  biographer  has  been 
unable  to  discover,  having  in  vain  searched  among  the  re- 
cords of  the  vestry  of  St.  Peter's  church,  New  Kent,  of  which 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mosom,  a  Cambridge  scholar,  was  the  rector, 
and  performed  the  ceremony,  it  is  believed,  about  1759.  A 
short  time  after  their  marriage.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Washington 
removed  to  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Potomac,  and  permanently 
settled  there. 

<<  The  mansion  of  Mount  Vernon,  more  than  seventy  years 
ago,  was  a  very  small  building  cmnpared  with  its  present  ex- 
tent, numerous  out-buildings  having  since  been  attached  to  it. 
The  mansion-house  consisted  of  four  rooms  on  a  iloor,  forming 
the  centre  of  the  present  building,  and  remained  pretty  much 
in  that  state  up  to  1774,  when  Colonel  Washington  r^aired 
to  the  first  CcMigress  in  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to  the 
command-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  his  country,  assembled 
before  Cambridge,  July,  1775.  The  commander-in-chief  re- 
turned no  more  to  reside  at  Mount  Vernon  till  after  the  peace 
of  1783.  Mrs.  or  Lady  Washington,  as  we  shall  now  call 
her,  such  being  the  appellation  she  always  bore  in  the  army, 
accompanied  the  general  to  the  line  before  Boston,  and  wit- 
nessed its  siege  and  evacuation.  She  then  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia, the  subsequent  campaigns  being  of  too  momentous  a 
character  to  allow  of  her  accompanying  the  army. 

<<At  the  close  of  each  campaign,  an  aid-de-camp  rqwired 
to  Mount  Vernon,  to  escort  the  lady  to  the  head-quartern. 
The  arrival  of  Lady  Washington  at  camp  was  an  event  much 
anticipated,  and  was  always  the  signal  for  the  ladies  of  the 
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general  officers  to  repair  to  the  bosoms  of  their  lords.  The 
arrival  of  the  aid^e*camp,  escorting  the  plain  chariot,  wita 
the  neat  postilions  in  their  scarlet  and  vrhite  liTeries,  was 
deemed  an  epoch  in  the  army,  and  served  to  diffuse  a  cheer- 
ing influence  amid  the  gloom  which  hung  over  our  destinies 
at  Valley  Pwge,  Morristown,  and  West  Point.  Lady  Wash- 
ington ahrays  remained  at  the  head-quarters  till  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  and  often  remarked,  in  after-life,  that  it  had 
been  her  fimrtune  to  hear  the  first  cannon  at  the  opening  and 
the  last  at  the  closing,  of  all  the  campaigns  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  During  the  whole  of  that  mighty  period  when 
we  struggled  for  independence,  Lady  Washington  preserved 
her  equanimity,  together  with  a  degree  of  cheerftilness  that 
inspired  all  around  her  with  the  brightest  hopes  for  our  ulti- 
mate success.  To  her  alone  a  heavy  cloud  of  sorrow  hung 
over  the  conclusion  of  the  glorious  campaign  of  1781.  Her 
only  child,  while  attending  to  his  duties  as  aid-de-camp  to 
the  general-in-chief,  during  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  was  seized 
with  an  attack  of  the  camp-fever,  then  raging  to  a  frightful 
extent  within  the  enemy^  entrenchments.  Ardently  attached 
to  the  cause  of  his  country,  having  witnessed  many  of  the 
most  important  events  of  the  revolutionary  contest,  from  the 
siege  of  Boston,  in  1775,  to  the  virtual  termination  of  the 
war,  in  1781,  the  suflerer  beheld  the  surrender  of  the  British 
army  of  the  memorable  19th  of  October,  and  was  thence  re- 
moved to  Eltham,  in  New  Kent,  where  he  was  attended  by 
Dr.  Craik,  chief  of  the  medical  staff  Washington  learning 
the  extreme  dtmger  of  his  step-son,  to  whom  he  was  greatly 
attached,  privately  left  the  camp  before  Yorktown,  while  yet 
it  rung  with  the  shouts  of  victory,  and,  attended  by  a  single 
oi&cer,  rode  with  all  speed  to  Eltham.  It  was  just  day-dawn 
when  the  commander-in-chief  sprung  from  his  panting  charger, 
and  summoning  Dr.  Craik  to  his  presence,  inquired  if  there 
was  any  hope.  Craik  shook  his  head,  when  the  chief,  being 
shown  into  a  private  room,  threw  himself  on  a  bed,  absorbed 
in  grief.  The  poor  sufferer,  being  in  his  last  agonies,  soon 
after  expired.  The  general  remained  for  some  time  closeted 
with  his  lady,  then  remounted  and  returned  to  the  camp. 
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''  It  was  after  the  peace  of  1783,  that  General  Washington 
set  in  earnest  about  the  improvements  in  building  and  laying 
off  the  gardens  and  grounds  that  now  adorn  Mount  Vernon. 
He  continued  in  these  gratifying  employments,  occasionally 
diversified  with  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  till  1787,  when  he 
was  called  to  preside  in  the  convention  that  framed  the  pie- 
sent  Constitution,  and  in  1789  left  his  beloved  retirement  to 
assume  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  Union.  During  the  resi- 
dence of  General  and  Mrs.  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon, 
after  the  peace  of  1783,  the  ancient  mansion,  always  the  seat 
of  hospitality,  was  crowded  with  guests.  The  officers  of  the 
French  and  American  armies,  with  many  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction, hastened  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  victorious  gene- 
ral, now  merged  into  the  illustrious  farmer  of  Mount  Vernon. 
During  these  stirring  times,  Mrs.  Washington  performed  the 
duties  of  a  Virginian  housewife,  and  presided  at  her  well- 
spread  board,  with  that  ease  and  elegance  of  manner  which 
always  distinguished  her.  At  length  the  period  arrived  when 
General  and  Mrs.  Washington  were  to  leave  the  delights  of 
retirement  and  enter  upon  new  and  elevated  scenes  of  life. 
The  unanimous  voice  of  his  country  hailed  the  hero  who  had 
so  lately  led  her  armies  to  victory,  as  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  young  empire  about  to  dawn  upon  the  world. 

''  The  president  and  his  lady  bid  adieu,  with  extreme  regret, 
to  the  tranquil  and  happy  shades  wherq  a  few  years  of  repose 
had,  in  great  measure,  effaced  the  effects  of  the  toils  and 
anxieties  of  war ;  where  a  little  Eden  had  bloomed  and  flou- 
rished under  their  fostering  hands,  and  where  a  numerous 
circle  of  friends  and  relatives  would  sensibly  feel  the  priva- 
tion of  their  departure.  They  departed,  and  hastened  to 
where  duty  called  the  man  of  his  country. 

"The  journey  to  New  York,  in  1789,  was  a  continued 
triumph.  The  august  spectacle  at  the  bridge  of  Trenton 
brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  the  chief,  and  forms  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  recollections  of  the  age  of  Washington. 

"Arrived  at  the  seat  of  the  federal  government,  the  presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Washington  formed  their  establishment  upon 
a  scale  that,  while  it  partook  of  all  the  attributes  of  our  re- 
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publican  institationsy  posaessed,  at  the  same  time,  that  degree 
of  dignity  and  regard  for  appearances,  so  necessary  to  give 
to  our  infant  republic  respect  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  The 
house  was  handsomely  furnished ;  the  equipages  neat,  with 
horses  of  the  first  order ;  the  servants  wore  the  family  liveries ; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  steward  and  housekeeper,  the 
whole  establishment  differed  but  little  from  that  of  a  private 
gentleman.  Oa  Tuesdays,  from  three  to  four  o'clock,  the 
president  received  the  foreign  ambassadors  and  strangers  who 
wished  to  be  introduced  to  him.  On  these  occasions,  and 
when  opening  the  sessions  of  Congress,  the  president  wore  a 
dress-sword.  His  personal  appearance  was  always  remark- 
able for  its  being  old-fashioned,  and  exceedingly  plam  and 
neat.  On  Thursdays  were  the  Congressional  dinners,  and  on 
Friday  nights  Mrs.  Washington's  drawing-room.  The  com- 
pany usually  assembled  about  seven,  and  rarely  stayed  exceed- 
ing ten  o'clock.  The  ladies  were  seated,  and  the  president 
passed  around  the  circle,  paying  his  compliments  to  each. 
At  the  dravnng-rooms,  Mrs.  Morris  always  sat  at  the  right  of 
the  lady-president ;  and  at  all  the  dinners,  public  or  private, 
at  which  Robert  Morris  was  a  guest,  that  venerable  was 
placed  at  the  right  of  Mrs.  Washington.  When  ladies  called 
at  the  president's  mansion,  the  habit  was,  for  the  secretaries 
and  gentlemen  of  the  president's  household  to  hand  them  to 
and  from  their  carriages ;  but  when  the  honoured  relicts  of 
Greene  and  Montgomery  came  to  the  presidoliad,  the  president 
himself  performed  these  complimentary  duties. 

'^On  the  great  national  festivals  of  the  4th  of  July,  and 
2Sd  of  February,  the  sages  of  the  revolutionary  congress 
and  the  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army  renevired  their 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Washington ;  many  and  kindly  greet- 
ings took  place,  with  many  a  recollection  of  the  days  of  trial. 
The  Cincinnati,  after  paying  their  respects  to  their  chief,  were 
seen  to  file  off  towards  the  parlour,  where  Lady  Washingtoii 
was  in  waiting  to  receive  them;  and  where  Wayne,  and 
ttiilin,  and  Dickinson,  and  Steward,  and  Maylan,and  Hartley, 
and  a  ho9t  of  veterans,  were  cordially  welcomed  as  old 
ftiendtf;  and  where  many  an  interesting  reminiscence  was 
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called  up,  of  the  head-quarters,  and  the  '  times  of  the  revo- 
lution.' 

''  On  Sundays,  unless  the  weather  was  uncommonly  severe, 
the  president  and  Mrs.  Washington  attended  divine  service  at 
Christ-church ;  and  in  the  evening,  the  president  read  to  Mrs. 
Washington,  in  her  chamber,  a  sermon,  or  some  portion  from 
the  sacred  writings.  No  visitors,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Trumbull,  were  admitted  to  the  presidoliad  on 
Sundays. 

"  Thei  c  was  a  description  of  visiters,  however,  to  be  found 
about  the  first  president's  mansion  on  all  days.  The  old 
soldiers  repaired,  as  they  said,  to  head-quarters,  just  to  in- 
quire after  the  health  of  his  excellency  and  Lady  Washington. 
They  knew  his  excellency  was,  of  course,  much  engaged ;  but 
they  would  like  to  see  the  good  lady.  One  had  been  a  soldier 
of  the  life-guard ;  another  had  been  on  duty  when  the  British 
threatened  to  surprise  the  head-quarters ;  a  third  had  witnessed 
that  terrible  fellow,  Cornwallis,  surrender  his  sword :  each 
one  had  some  touching  appeal,  with  which  to  introduce  him- 
self to  the  peaceful  head-quarters  of  the  presidoliad.  All 
were  '  kindly  bid  to  stay,',  were  conducted  to  the  steward's 
apartmr::'  .  and  refreshments  set  before  them;  and  receiving 
some  litil(  token  from  the  lady,  with  her  best  wishes  for  the 
health  and  happiness  of  an  old  soldier,  they  went  their  ways, 
while  blessings  upon  their  revered  commander  and  the  good 
Lady  Washington,  were  uttered  by  many  a  war-worn  veteran 
of  the  revolution. 

*'  In  the  spring  of  1797,  General  and  Mrs.  Washington, 
bidding  adieu  to  public  life,  took  their  leave  of  the  seat  of 
government,  and  journeyed  to  the  south,  prepared,  in  good 
earnest,  to  spend  the  remnant  of  their  days  in  their  beloved 
retirement  of  Mount  Vernon.  The  general  reassumed,  with 
delight,  his  agricultural  employments,  while  the  lady  bustled 
again  amid  her  domestic  concerns,  showing  that  neither  time 
nor  her  late  elevated  station  had  anywise  impaired  her  quali- 
fications for  a  Virginian  housewife,  and  she  was  now  verging 
upon  threescore  and  ten. 

**  But  for  Washington  to  be  retired  at  Mount  Vernon,  or 
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anywhere  else,  was  out  of  the  question.  Crowds  which  had 
hailed  the  Tictorious  general  as  the  deliverer  of  his  countryy 
and  called  him  with  acclamation  to  the  chief  magistracy  of 
the  infant  empire,  now  pressed  to  his  retirement,  to  offer  their 
love  and  admiration  to  the  illustrious  farmer  of  Mount 
Vernon. 

*'  Mrs.  Washington  was  an  uncommonly  early  riser,  leaving 
her  pillow  at  day-dawn,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  be- 
coming at  once  actively  engaged  in  her  household  duties. 
After  break&st  she  retired  for  an  hour  to  her  chamber,  which 
hour  was  spent  in  prayer,  and  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  a 
practice  that  she  never  omitted  during  half  a  century  of  her 
varied  life. 

'<  Two  years  had  passed  happily  at  Mount  Vernon ;  for, 
although  the  general,  yielding  to  the  claims  of  his  country, 
had  again  accepted  the  command-in-chief  of  her  armies,  yet 
he  had  stipulated  with  government  that  he  should  not  leave 
his  retirement,  unless  upon  the  actual  invasion  of  an  enemy. 
It  was  while  engaged  in  projecting  new  and  ornamental  im- 
provements in  his  grounds,  that  the  fiat  of  the  Almighty  went 
forth,  calling  the  being,  the  measure  of  whose  earthly  fame 
was  filled  to  overflowing,  to  his  great  reward  in  higher  and 
better  worlds.  The  illness  was  short  and  severe.  Mrs. 
Washington  left  not  the  chamber  of  the  sufferer,  but  was  seen 
kneeling  at  the  bedside,  her  head  resting  upon  her  Bible, 
which  had  been  her  solace  in  the  many  and  heavy  afflictions 
she  had  undergone.  Dr.  Craik,  the  early  friend  and  com- 
panion in  arms  of  the  chief,  replaced  the  hand,  which  was 
almost  pulseless,  upon  the  pillow,  while  he  turned  away  to 
conceal  the  tears  that  fast  chased  each  other  down  his 
furrowed  cheeks*  The  last  effort  of  the  expiring  Washington 
was  worthy  of  the  Roman  fame  of  his  life  and  character. 
He  raised  himself  up,  and  casting  a  look  of  benignity  on  all 
around  him,  as  if  to  thank  them  for  their  kindly  attentions, 
he  composed  his  limbs,  closed  his  eyes,  and,  folding  his  arms 
Qpon^his  bosom,  the  fiither  of  his  country  expired,  gently  as 
though  an  infant  died  I 

<<  The  afflicted  relict  could  with  difficulty  be  removed  firom 


¥XZ 


gw 


THE   ARHT   AJtD  NAYT. 


Insr 


the  chamber  of  death,  to  which  she  returned  no  more,  bttt 
oteupied  other  apartments  for  the  residue  of  her  days. 

"  By  an  arrangement  with  government,  Mrs.  Washington 
yielded  the  remains  of  the  chief  to  the  prayer  of  the  nation, 
as  expressed  through  its  representatives  in  Congress,  condi- 
tioning that,  at  her  decease,  her  own  remains  should  accom- 
pany those  of  her  husband  to  the  capital. 

'*  When  th«  burst  of  grief  which  followed  the  death  of  the 
Pater  Patrise  had  a  little  subsided,  visits  of  cond<rfence  to  the 
bereaved  lady  were  made  by  the  first  personages  of  the  hmd. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  with  many  other  dlt^ 
tinguished  individuis,  repaired  to  Mount  Vernon,  whHe  letters^ 
addresses,  funeral  orations,  and  all  the  tokens  of  sorrow  arid 
respect,  loaded  the  mails  from  every  quarter  of  the  country, 
cAiring  the  sublime  tribute  of  a  nation^s  meurmng  fer  a 
natiOhCs  benefactor. 

''Although  the  great  sun  of  attraction  had  sunk  in  the  west, 
still  the  radiance  shed  by  his  illustrious  life  and  actions  drew 
chowds  of  pilgrims  to  his  tomb.  The  estabHihment  of  Mount 
Vcimon  was  kept  up  to  its  former  standard,  and  the  lildy  pW- 
sided  with  her  wonted  ease  and  dignity  of  manner  at  hei^ 
hospitable  board ;  she  relaxed  not  m  her  attentions  tb  tMff 
domestic  concerns,  performing  the  arduous  duties  of  (he  tni^reM 
of  so  extensive  an  establishment,  although  in  the  sixty^ninth 
year  of  her  age,  and  evidently  suffering  m  her  spirits,  from 
the  heavy  bereavement  she  had  {r>  lately  sustaihed. 

'*  In  tittle  more  than  two  years  fh>m  the  demise  of  (he 
chief,  Mils.  Washington  became  alarmingly  ill  ftom  an  attaet 
of  bilious  fever.  From  her  advanced  age,  the  sorrow  that 
preyed  upon  her  spirits,  and  the  severity  of  the  attack,  tfte 
fomily  physieian  gave  but  little  hope  of  a  fitvonrtible  issue. 
The  lady  herself  Was  perfectly  aWard  that  her  hoiir  way  ni^ ; 
she  assembled  her  granddiildren  at  her  bgdbride,  discoursed 
to  them  on  dieir  i«spective  duties  tfarotigh  13b,  spoke  of  the 
happy  inilliences  of  religion  on  the  affairs  of  this  WtM4cl,i»f 
(he  conscfetiOAS  they  had  aflbrded  her  in  m^tny  und  itffttB^ 
afflictions,  and  of  the  hopes  they  held  out  of  a  bfossfetf  fMp- 
mottiflity;  and  then,  surrounded  by  her  weepihjj  rdhctives. 
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friends,  and  domesiica,  the  vjenerable  relict  of  Washington 
resigned  her  life  into,  the  bwids  of  her  CreRtor,  in  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  her  age. 

^'Agreeably  to  her  dii^ections,  her  remains  i^rere  placed  in  a 
leaden  coflhi,  and  entombed  by  the  side  of  those  of  the  chief, 
to  await  the  pleasiuraof  the  goirernment* 

"  In  person,  Mia.  WasbingfiDn  was  weH  formed,  sand  some- 
what below  the  middle  size.  To  ysiAgd  from  her  portrait  at 
Arlington  Houuse,  done  by  Woolaston,  when  she  wa/s  in  the 
Uoom  <^  life,  she  must  at  that  period  have  been  eminently 
handsome.  In  her  dre^Sy  though  j^aiss  she  wm  ^  scrupu- 
lously neat,  that  ladies  haveoftttiwondesedl  how  Mm.  Wash- 
ington could  wear  a  gown  for  a  week,  go  through  her  kitchen 
and  laundries,  and  all  the  Tarieties  of  places  in  the  routine  of 
domestic  management,  and  yet  the  gown  retain  its  snow-like 
whiteness,  unsullied  by  even  a  single  speck.  In  her  conduct 
to  her  servants,  her  disc^pUao  waa  prompt^  y«l  hamane,  and 
her  household  was  lemu^DaUe  for  the  OKoelfence  of  its  do* 
mestics. 

"  Our  filial  task  is  done.  Few  females  have  ever  figured 
in  the  great  drama  of  life,  amid  scenes  so  varied  and  impos- 
ing, with  so  few  faults  and  so  many  virtues  as  the  subject  of 
this  brief  memoir.  Jdeoftified  with  the  fether  of  his^  country 
in  the  great  events  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tion's independeno^,  Mrs.  Washington  necessarily  partook 
much  of  his  thoughts,  his  councils,  and  his  views.  Often  at 
his  side  in  that  awful  period  that  '  tried  men's  souls,'  her 
cheerfulness  soptbed  his  anxietiei^,  her  firmness  inspired  con^ 
fidence,  while  her  devotional  piety  toward  the  Supreme  Being 
enabled  her  to  ittaeern  a  ray  of  hope,  amid  the  darkness  of  a 
horizon  clouded  by  despair. 

''After  a  long  life  abounding  in  vicissitudes,  having  a  full 
measure  of  sorrows,  but  with  many  and  high  enjoyments,  the 
venerable  Martha  Washington  descended  to  thegrave,  cheered 
by  the  prospect  of  a  blessed  immortality,  and  mMirned  by 
the  millions  of  a  nnghty  empire/' 

'*  Silence  was  om  her  tfaTone— die  meon  and  stars, 
Musk'd  bj  her  lifted  Bceptie,  softly  walli'4 
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Their  aiaie  paihway ;  and  the  quiet  earth 
Had  not  a  niatling  leaf,  for  the  lullM  winds 
Slept  in  the  hiU-«ide  shadows,  and  the  traes 
Leaned  o'er  their  images,  all  dark  and  still. 
In  deep  unruffled  waters. 

There  were  tents, 
White  in  the  mellow  moonlight,  where  a  host 
Of  weary  warriors  lay,  in  such  repose. 
As  though  the  camp  had  been  a  field  of  tombs, 
And  all  the  host  were  mouldering.    Here  and  then 
The  armed  sentinel  paced  to  and  fro, 
Or  wondering  at  the  beauty  of  the  scene, 
Or  musing  on  the  future,  gaxing  sad 
Upon  his  shadow ;  feeling  that  his  life 
Was  transient  likewise,  and  would  disappear 
In  the  night  of  death,  as  dlsappearM  the  shade 
When  the  moon  darkenM,  and  the  passing  mist 
Made  all  its  outlines  blend  in  fellow  gloom. 
The  instruments  of  battle,  fraught  no  more 
With  human  Tengeance,  lay  as  haimlesaly 
As  when  they  slumberM  in  their  natiTe  hills. 
Untaught  to  thunder  and  unstained  with  blood. 
The  banner,  that  had  waved  o*er  fields  of  slain. 
Was  now  its  bearer's  pillow ;  and  he  dream'd, 
With  his  head  resting  on  rent  folds,  of  lore. 
And  fireside  peace,  and  female  tenderness. 
That  sleeping  host  oonoentred  in  itself 
The  hopes  of  a  wide  world.    Fell  T^nny— 
The  fiend,  grown  gray  in  shortening  human  life. 
Who  joys  the  most  when  joys  mankind  the  least, 
And  scourges  most  who  lowliest  submit— 
Had  spread  his  sails,  and  push'd  his  giant  prow 
From  a  far  isle,  and  o'er  the  trembling  sea 
Pursued  his  scornful  course,  and,  landing  proud 
Upon  this  mighty  continent,  had  call'd 
The  nation  to  approach,  and  kiss  his  rod. 
His  helm  was  like  a  mountain,  and  his  plume 
Gloom'd  like  a  cloud ;  his  lifted  sword  far  shone-^ 
A  threatening  comet ;  loud  his  thunder-Voice 
Demanded  death  or  crouching ;  and  his  stamp 
Shook  the  firm  hills,  and  made  the  whole  earth  reel* 
Many  had  gon&^led  by  the  hand  of  Fear«- 
And  knelt  unto  the  monster,  kissM  his  rod, 
And  pointed  at  their  brethren's  breasts  their  swords. 
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Bat  these  had  eeixed  their  weapons,  and  stood  up, 
E'en  in  his  very  shadow,  and  his  threats 
Answei'd  like  men,  and  rang  their  shields  for  war. 
But  hitherto  these  valiant  ones  had  failM 
In  the  fierce  conflict ;  and,  in  rest,  were  now 
Waiting  the  morrow,  and  a  deadlier  shock. 

Bat  one  was  waiehfai  in  that  silent  hoar, 

Whose  heart  had  gatherM  to  itself  the  cams 

Of  all  his  straggling  brethren,  and  was  sad 

That  still  Success  was  herald  to  the  fiend. 

Out  from  his  tent  he  came,  and  when  he  heard 

No  soand,  he  joyM  to  think  that  woe  had  not 

So  heavily  piess'd  upon  the  sleepers'  hearts 

As  on  his  own ;  and  then  he  felt  a  weight 

Still  heavier  fall  upon  himself,  as  thought 

Pictured  the  thousands  trusting  in  his  arm ; 

The  slumberers  round — ^tlie  nation's  aged  ones, 

Whose  dim  eyes  oeaseless  wept  o'er  scenes  of  bbod— 

The  mourning  widows,  clasping  to  their  breasts 

Their  famish'd  infants — and  the  virgins,  pale, 

Bereft  of  love,  and  in  the  arms  of  lust 

Dying  a  thousand  deaths ! 

On  the  hare  earth 
He  knelt,  in  suppliance  meek ;  and  humbly  laid 
Beside  him,  his  plumed  helmet,  and  his  sword, 
Unsheath'd  and  glittering,  and  ask'd  of  God 
To  look  on  him,  all  helpless,  and  to  bless 
His  nerveless  arm  with  might  and  victory— 
To  smile  on  his  worn  warriors,  and  infuse 
Spirit  and  fire  in  every  languid  pulse- 
To  frown  upon  the  tjrrant,  and  destroy^ 
And  bid  the  mountains  sing,  from  pole  to  pole, 
The  song  of  liberty,  and  the  free  waves 
Clap  their  glad  hands,  and  answer  from  afar. 

God  heard  and  answer'd— and  the  spirit  of  Strength 

Walk'd  in  the  camp,  from  tent  to  tent,  and  breathed 

An  iron  vigour  through  Che  sleepers'  frames. 

And  in  their  hearts  a  courage  ne'er  to  quail. 

And  Weakness  sought  the  valley,  where  the  foe. 

Pillow 'd  upon  a  hill,  stretch 'd  his  huge  length 

In  cumbrous  slumber;  and  bis  giant  limbs 

Grew  soft  as  babe's ;  while  Mockery  soothed  his  soul 

With  dreams  of  speedy  triumph,  and  rich  spoil. 
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And  Troth  came  down,  and  chann'd  the  mippliaait 
With  promiee  of  deliTerance  soon  to  be. 
And  oV  the  mountain-top  came  young  SuoceiB : 
The  sentiy  had  not  hail'd  her  as  she  pass'd. 
But  shut  his  eyes  in  firight,  and  thought  he  saw  . 
A  ghost,  nor  dreamM  that  she  could  leave  the  fiend. 
Washington  rose  in  peace,  replaced  his  helm 
Upon  his  browi  and  sheatii'd  his  glitaeiing  sw<nd, 
And  felt  a  power  was  on  him  none  could  stay ! 

Oh !  I  have  read  of  chieftains  who  callM  out 
Their  bannerM  multitudes,  and  circled  louad 
The  noon-day  altar,  and  anon  look'd  up; 
While  the  white4»earded  priest  plunged  deep  tke 
In  fellow  flesh,  and  bathed  himself  in  goff% 
To  appease  the  gods  and  gain  celestial  aid ! 
And  I  have  read  of  armies,  front  to  front» 
Pausing  in  awful  silence,  with  the  match 
Blazing  o'er  loaded  cannon,  and  bright  swords 
Flashing  in  vengeful  hands ;  while  solemnly 
UncoverM  chaplains  bowM  between  the  foes, 
And  pourM  their  mingling  prayers— ere  Death  befSA 
His  sacrifice  unto  the  Prince  of  Hell ! 
But  this  was  gilded  seeming — ^but  a  mere  show 
To  warm  the  vassal  soldiers  to  high  thoughts, 
And  make  them  glow  for  carnage— not  for  right. 
^  was  mumbling  prayer  to  God  with  lips  protee* 
While  their  hearts  wishM  the  answer  of  a  shout 
From  the  excited  ranks — ^the  cry  for  Uood. 
They  look'd  upon  their  warriors,  as  their  dogs 
Are  lookM  upon  by  ^ortsmen;  and  they  hoped 
Such  solemn  mockeries  might  their  men  inspire. 
As  gentle  pattings  fire  unloosed  hound : 
And  all  their  plan  was  but  to  curb  their  rage 
Till  it  grew  fierce,  then  burst  the  bands  and  urge 
The  hosts  to  slaughter ! 

Pnie  Sincerity 
Delights  to  kneel  in  solitude,  and  feels 
God's  presence  most  where  none  but  God  beholds. 
And  when  I  think  of  our  highhearted  chief 
Watching  while  others  sleptp-swelling  his  soul 
To  sympathise  with  thousands ;  yea,  to  care 
For  other's  cares,  while  by  themselves  forgot;. 
Joying  to  find  Repose  had  quieted 
The  tents  of  all  around,  yet  keeping  far 
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Her  preaeooe  from  his  own ;  and  when  I  think 

Of  his  dlTestment  of  self-strength,  and  deep 

And  fenrent  longing  for  Almighty  aid — 

I  feel  as  if  Sincerity  did  smile 

Upon  that  hoor,  and  name  it  in  her  joy 

The  Eden  of  Duration's  purest  page 

In  the  tnith-written  history  of  time ! 

Sanely  thai  quiet  icei)e.waiLfr»ig}it  with  life, 

And  ciroling  angels  irondei^d  while  they  heard 

The  hero's  soul  expressing  secretly 

And  sacredly,  before  the  all-sedng  God, 

No e8i«,.no^sh|  tint  Ibi  hi«  coentry's  good ! 

And  wuBder'd— nay,  they  wonder'd  not  thct  Qod 

Shonld  sanetify  the  life-destroying  sword : 

For 't  was  thy  sword,  O  sainted  Washington  ! 
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PART     IV. 


THE  LATE  WAR. 


CHAPTER  I. 


DaeUntion  of  Wv  against  Gnat  Britaio— Battle  of  Tippeeaoot. 


^'  If  the  deeds  of  year  fathers  tie  yet  blazing  in  your  sools, 
maifiiain  fhe  dignity  and  honour  of  your  country.** 

^  Here  's  an  arm  for  thee,  my  cpontry ; 

*T  will  far  and  sternly  dare, 
When  the  cloudy  battle  gathers  dark. 

And  the  war-shouts  rend  the  air. 

Land  of  our  patriot  fathers ! 

Land  of  the  '  mighty  free  !* 
Here  *8  a  loud  hurrah  for  Washington, 

And  his  home  of  liberty. 

Lift  the  noble  flag  above  us ! 

Let  the  stormy  war-drums  roll ; 
Those  stars  are  high  as  the  warrior*s  hope»«- 

That  music  speaks  his  soul. 

Arm  for  the  stirring  conflict ! 

Let  the  serried  spears  flash  high : 
Arm !  for  the  God  of  battle  leads 

Our  hosts  to  Tictory?** 

^<  What  hallows  ground  where  heroes  sleep  ! 
*T  is  not  the  sculptured  piles  you  heap ! 
In  dews  that  hearens  far  distant  weep, 

Their  turf  may  bloom.**— Cbm/)6ei/. 
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Thb  world  is  a  kaleidoscope,  and  we  now  produce  other 
pictures,  which  we  hope  may  interest  the  reader.  In  our  in- 
troduction to  this  part  we  must  be  brief;;  to  find  room  to  set 
forth  the  glory  of  our  distinguished  navy,  together  with  a  few 
great  battles  on  the  land. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1812,  a  bill  declaring  war  against 
Great  Britain  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a 
majority  of  seventy-nine  to  forty-nine.  After  a  discussion  of 
this  bill  in  the  Senate  till  the  17th,  it  passed  that  body  also, 
by  a  majority  of  nineteen  to  thirteen,  and  the  succeeding  day, 
18th,  received  the  signature  of  the  President,  James  Madison. 

The  principal  grounds  of  war,  as  set  forth  in  a  message  of 
the  president  to  Congress,  June  1st,  and  further  explained 
by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  their  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  message,  were,  summarily : — ^The  impress- 
ment of  American  seamen  by  the  British ; — the  blockade  of  her 
enemies'  ports,  supported  by  no  adequate  force,  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  American  commerce  had  been  plundered  in 
every  sea,  and  the  great  staples  of  the  country  cut  off  from 
their  legitimate  markets ; — and  the  British  orders  in  council. 

On  these  grounds  the  president  urged  the  declaration  of 
war.  In  unison  with  the  recommendation  of  the  president, 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  concluded  their  report 
as  follows : 

'^Your  committee,  believing  that  the  freebom  sons  of 
America  are  worthy  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  their  fathers 
purchased  at  the  price  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  and 
seeing,  by  the  measures  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  a  course 
commenced  and  persisted  in,  which  might  lead  to  a  loss  of 
national  character  and  independence,  feel  no  hesitation  in 
advising  resistance  by  force,  in  which  the  Americans  of  the 
present  day  will  prove  to  the  enemy  and  the  world,  that  we 
have  not  only  inherited  that  liberty  which  our  fathers  gave 
us,  but  also  the  will  and  power  to  maintain  it  Relying  on 
the  patriotism  of  the  nation,  and  confidently  trusting  that  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  will  go  with  us  to  battle  in  a  righteous  cause, 
and  crown  our  efforts  with  success,  your  committee  recom- 
mend an  immediate  appeal  to  arms." 
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Againat  tbiB  declaration  of  war,  the  minority  in  tlie  House 
of  neprosenlatives,  among  which  were  found  the  prinoipal 
|Mrt  ojf  the  delegation  from  New  England,  in  an  addreaa  to 
their  constituents,  solemnly  protested,  on  the  ground  that  the 
wrongs  of  which  the  United  States  complained,  sJdMMigh  in 
flome  reapeets  grievous,  were  not  of  a  nature,  in  the  preaent  | 
•tale  of  the  world,  to  justify  war,  ^  fuch  as  war  would  be 
likely  to  remedy.  On  the  subject  of  impressment,  they  urged 
that  the  question  between  the  two  countries  had  onee  been 
honourably  and  satisfactorily  settled,  in 'the  treaty  nc(gotiated 
with  tht  Britiflh  court  by  Messrs*  Monroe  and  Piw^fcney  $  and 
although  that  treaty  had  not  been  ratified  by  Mr.  Jeftrson, 
the  arraagements  mght  probably  again  be  made.  In  relation 
to  the  second  cause  of  war,  the  minority  replied,  that  this 
was  not  designed  to  iigure  the  cororaeroe  of  the  United  States, 
but  was  retaliatory  upon  France,  which  had  taken  the  Adad 
in  aggressions  upon  neutral  rights.  In  addition,  it  was  said, 
that  as  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  had  been  offidaHy 
announced,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  a  retocation  of  the 
orders  in  council  would  soon  follow. 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  protest,  the  minority  npoht  as 
follows ; 

**  The  midersi^ied  cannot  refrain  from  asking,  What  are 
the  United  States  to  gain  by  this  war?  Will  the gmtification 
of  some  privateersmen  compensate  the  nation  for  that  fweep 
of  our  legitimate  commerce  by  the  extended  marine  of  oar 
enemy,  which  this  desperate  act  invites  T  Will  Canada  oom- 
pmsate  the  Middle  States  for  New 'York;  pr  the  Western 
States  for  New  Orleans  f  Let  us  not  be  deceived.  A  war 
of  invaMon  may  invite  a  retort  of  invasion.  When  we  visit 
the  peaceable,  and  to  us  innocent  colonies  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  huTors  of  war,  can  we  be  assured  that  our  own 
coast  will  not  be  visited  with  like  horrors  T 

<<At  a  crisis  of  the  world  such  as  the  present,  and  under 
impressions  such  as  these,  the  undersigned  could  not  considsr 
the  war  into  which  the  United  States  have  in  secret  been 
precipitated,  as  necessary,  or  required  by  any  moral  duty,  or 
any  political  expediency." 
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A8  a  diiference  of  views  respecting  the  war,  which  had 
now  been  declared,  prevailed  m  Congress,  so  the  country 
generally  was  divided  into  two  opposite  parties  respecting  it ; 
the  firiends  of  the  administration  universally  conunending^ 
and  its  opposers  as  extensively  censuring  and  condemning  the 
measure.  By  the  former,  the  war  was  strenuously  urged  to 
be  unavoidable  and  just ;  by  the  latter,  with  equal  decision* 
it  was  pronounced  to  be  impolitic,  unnecessary,  and  unjust* 

But  before  war  was  declared,  though  its  approach  appeared 
manifest,  an  engagement  took  place,  May,  1811,  between  the 
American  frigate  President,  commanded  by  Captain  Rogers, 
and  a  British  sloop  of  war,  the  Little  Belt,  commanded  by 
Captam  Bingham.  The  attack  was  commenced  by  the  latter 
vessel,  without  provocation,  and,  in  the  rencontre,  she  suffered 
greatly  in  her  men  and  rigging. 

A  court  of  inquiry  was  ordered  on  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Rogers,  which  decided  that  it  had  been  satisfactorily  proved 
to  the  court,  that  Captain  Rogers  hailed  the  Little  Belt  first 
— that  his  hail  was  not  satisfactorily  answered — that  the 
Little  Belt  fired  the  first  gun — and  that  it  was  without  pre- 
vious provocation,  or  justifiable  cause,  &c.  &>c. 

During  the  same  year,  it  became  obvious  that  the  cloud  of 
war,  which  had  so  long  darkened  our  western  frontier,  must 
shortly  burst,  and  pour  out  its  contents  of  fury  and  desola- 
tion upon  the  unprotected  habitations  of  the  settlers. 

The  insidious  enmity  of  the  Indians,  which  had  been  kept 
alive  and  nourished  so  long  by  the  sinister  policy  of  Enghmdi 
began  to  assume  a  bolder  aspect.  Their  murmurs  were 
changed  into  threats;  their  complaints  to  vows  of  vengeful 
retribution.  Great  Britain  also  had  strengthened  the  posts 
which  she  had  retained  in  her  possession,  contrary  to  all  good 
faith,  and  had  placed  Canada  in  a  state  of  defence.  Her  out- 
rages upon  our  commerce  had  become  such  as  a  brave  nation 
could  no  tonger  palliate  or  excuse.  The  patience  of  the  Ame- 
rican people  at  length  became  exhausted,  and  throughout  her 
wide  domain,  the  democracy  of  the  land  demanded  a  vindi- 
cation of  their  ri|^t8,  and  a  redress  of  their  wrongs.  The 
prospect  of  war  was  viewed  with  enthusiasm  in  the  West 
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Grovernor  Harrison,  always  foremost  in  the  hour  of  his 
country's  danger,  applied  to  President  Madison  for  authority 
to  prepare  the  frontier  for  the  approaching  contest. 

An  armed  force  was  instantly  supplied  him,  from  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Indiana ;  but  he  was  ordered  ''  to  abstain  from 
hostilities  of  any  kind  whatever,  and  to  any  degree,  not  in- 
dispensably required." 

A  more  disadvantageous  and  trying  position  than  that 
which  Harrison  occupied,  cannot  well  be  conceived.  Before 
him  was  arrayed  his  enemy,  in  open  preparation  for  battle ; 
behind  him  lay  a  defenceless  population,  from  which  all  the 
able-bodied  men  had  been  drafted,  or  had  volunteered  to  form 
the  army :  on  the  right  and  left  stretched  the  forest,  which 
it  was  impossible  to  guard,  and  through  which  the  foe  could, 
at  any  moment,  fall  back  upon  the  unprotected  settlers  in  the 
rear,  and  carry  the  torch  and  knife  to  the  home  and  throats 
of  every  family.  General  Harrison  had  not  the  power  to 
attack.  Until  blood  had  stained  the  tomahawk,  or  the  victim 
had  writhed  beneath  the  torture,  he  could  not  even  unsheath 
his  sword.  Every  advantage  was  conferred  upon  the  enemy. 
In  the  defile  of  the  mountain,  on  the  plain^  by  night  or  by 
day,  in  detachments,  or  en  masse,  he  might  come  on,  when, 
where,  and  as  he  chose. 

The  genius  of  Harrison — ^''the  man  who  never  lost  a 
battle,"  who  never  yielded  to  a  foreign  foe — ^was  equal  to 
this  crisis ;  and,  by  a  master-stroke  of  policy,  he  conquered 
every  disadvantage,  and  moved  down  upon  the  Prophet's 
town,  where  all  the  hostile  Indians  were  assembled.  We  will 
not  accompany  him  on  his  dreary  march  through  the  wilder- 
ness, nor  recount  the  mishaps  and  adventures  which  befel 
him.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  on  the  5th  of  November,  he  dis- 
covered the  Prophet's  town,  about  five  miles  in  advance  of 
him. 

Harrison  now  used  every  precaution  to  guard  against  ^n 
attack.  Interpreters  were  sent  to  the  enemy,  who  refused  to 
hear  them.  At  length  Captain  Dubois  was  sent  forward  with 
a  flag ;  but  the  Indians,  in  defiance  of  his  sacred  character* 
made  an  unsuccessful  efibrt  to  cut  him  oflT  from  the  army. 
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Hairuon,  on  learning  thisy  resolved  to  treat  them  as  enemies, 
considering  this  act  of  aggression  a  sufficient  justification 
under  his  orders.  He  was  preparing  for  an  attack  on  them, 
when  he  was  met  by  three  chiefs,  who  came  to  avow,  on  the 
Indians'  behalf,  a  disposition  for  peace.  A  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities till  the  next  day  was  agreed  upon,  and  Harrison  moved 
his  army  above  the  town,  and,  with  his  usual  judgment,  se- 
lected-an  encampment  possessing  every  advantage  of  posi- 
tion, together  with  a  full  supply  of  wood  and  water  for  the 
men. 

It  was  during  this  night  that  the  treacherous  savages  held 
a  council,  and,  in  open  violation  of  their  compact,  resolved  to 
attack  the  camp  of  Harrison  before  the  break  of  day. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  description  of  the  celebrated  battle 
which  followed  this  resolution,  we  will  pause  to  relate  an  in- 
cident which  occurred  this  night,  and  which  fully  illustrates 
the  humanity  and  benevolence  of  Harrison's  heart.  Let 
those,  if  any  there  be,  who  affect  to  dread  his  military  cha- 
racter, read  this  and  reflect. 

Ben,  a  negro  who  belonged  to  the  camp,  deserted  and  went 
over  to  the  Indians,  and  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  assassi- 
nate Governor  Harrison,  at  the  time  the  savages  commenced 
their  attack.  Being  apprehended  whilst  lurking  about  the 
Gk>vemor^s  marqu^,  waiting  an  opportunity  to  accomplish  this 
foul  deed,  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  and  sentenced  to 
be  shot.  The  execution  of  this  sentence  was  delayed  for  a 
short  time,  in  consequence  of  the  troops  being  engaged  in  for- 
tifying the  camp.  In  the  mean  time,  the  negro  was  put  into 
Indian  stocks — that  is,  a  log  split  open,  notches  cut  into  it 
to  fit  the  culprit's  legs,  the  upper  piece  then  laid  on,  and 
the  whole  firmly  staked  into  the  ground.  The  Governor  in* 
terpoaed,  and  pardoned  the  culprit.  The  reason  assigned  by 
him  for  his  clemency,  was  as  follows : — "  The  fact  was,  that 
I  began  to  pity  him,  and  could  not  screw  myself  up  to  the 
point  of  giving  the  fatal  order.  If  he  had  been  out  of  my 
sight,  he  would  have  been  executed.  The  poor  wretch  lay 
confined  before  my  fire,  his  face  receiving  the  rain^at  occa- 
sionally fell,  and  his  eyes  constantly  turned  upon  me,  as  if 
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imploring  mercy.  I  could  not  withstand  the  appeal^  and  I 
determined  to  give  him  another  chance  for  his  Itfb/'  Tins 
act  of  magnanimous  lenity  displays,  in  bright  colours,  the 
goodness  oT  Harrison's  heart,  and  proves  that  no  eleVatioB  of 
rank  could  cause  him  to  forget  the  feelings  of  his  feUow-raen : 
resentment,  if  it  dwelt  in  his  bosom,  yielded  to  the  pleading 
of  mercy. 

After  the  treaty  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  with  the 
savages,  the  men  busied  themselves  in  fortifying  the  tuup. 
This  done,  they  retired  to  rest.  Throughout  the  multitude 
who  had  lately  been  so  active  and  busy,  not  a  sound  was 
heard,  save  that  of  the  sentinel  as  he  paced  his  lonely  round. 
The  moon  was  overcast  with  clouds,  and  an  occasional  drop* 
ping  of  rain  denoted  an  approaching  convulsion  of  the  ele- 
ments. All  was  as  silent  as  the  grave,  v?faen  a  single  riiot 
was  heard,  and  immediately  the  dreadftd  war-whoop  arose 
in  the  quarter  whence  it  proceeded. 

Harrison,  who  had  already  risen,  mounted  the  first  horse 
he  could  procure,  and  rode  directly  to  the  point  of  attack. 
The  guard  had  already  been  driven  in  by  the  savages,  but 
Harrison,  with  uitdauitted  heroism,  rallied  his  men,  received 
the  foe  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  drove  them  back. 

In  a  short  time,  the  troops  were  marshaRed  in  order  ef 
battle,  and  a  most  deadly  conflict  raged  until  the  davrn  of 
day.  Major  Davis  fell  mortally  wounded,  as  did  also  Colonel 
Isaac  White.  The  savages  fought  with  afl  the  Airy  of  reli- 
gious fanatieism*  but  every  effi>rt  against  our  troops  Was 
promptly  met  and  gdlantly  repulsed.  At  length  the  Gover- 
nor succeeded  in  breaking  the  enemy^s  left  vring,  and  imme- 
diately  after,  with  Cook  and  Larrabe's  companies,  he  chatged 
their  right,  and  put  their  main  body  to  ffight,  and  tfius  fermi- 
nMed  (he  batfle. 

The  battle  at  Tippecanoe  tras  one  of  the  most  importaat 
confliets  which  ever  oceurted  between  the  Indians  luid  the 
wMtes.  The  forces  on  rither  nde  were  nearly  equal.  The 
Indian*,  however,  chose  the  time,  pfaoei  ud  mode  of  attack; 
attd  yet,  notwithstanding,  by  the  gkllantry  and  courage  ef 
(Bbvernof  Harrison,  they  vi^ere  defeated. 
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The  high  sense  entertained  by  the  government  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  this  conflict  is  expressed 
in  a  message  from  the  President  to  Congress,  dated  December 
18, 1811. — ^"  While  it  is  deeply  to  be  lamented,"  says  Mr. 
Madison,  "  that  so  many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost  in  the 
action,  which  took  place  on  the  9th  ult.,  Congress  will  see 
with  satisfaction  the  dauntless  spirit  and  fortitude  victoriously 
displayed  by  every  description  of  troops  engaged,  as  well  as 
the  collected  firmness  which  distinguished  their  commander, 
on  an  occasion  requiring  the  utmost  exertion  of  valour  and 
discipline." 

R^lutions  were  also  passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  Indiana 
and  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  purport.  The  following  is  the 
resolution  of  the  latter  body : 

'*  Resolved,  that  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Indians 
on  the  Wabash,  Governor  William  Henry  Harrison  has,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  behaved  like  a  hero,  a  patriot, 
and  a  general ;  and  that  for  his  cool,  deliberate,  skilfol,  and 
gallant  conduct  in  the  late  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  he  deserves 
the  warmest  thanks  of  the  nation." 

The  thanks  thus  conferred  were  well  merited,  as  nothing 
could  exceed  the  daring  with  which  he  exposed  his  person,  at 
those  points  where  the  battle  raged  most  hotly. 

In  some  instances  this  exposure  was  so  great  as  to  demand 
the  interference  of  his  officers — a  circumstance  which  has 
happened  to  no  other  officer  of  whom  we  have  ever  read, 
exc^t  Washington  at  Long  Island.  The  following  instance 
is  given  by  McAffee.  In  speaking  of  his  services  during  the 
combat,  he  says : 

''  The  reinforcements  drawn  occasionally  from  the  points 
most  secure,  were  conducted  by  himself  and  formed  on  the 
spot  where  their  services  were  most  wanted.  The  officers 
and  men,  who  believed  that  their  ultimate  success  depended 
on  his  safety,  warmly  remonstrated  against  his  so  constantly 
exposing  himself.  Upon  one  occasion,  as  he  was  approaching 
an  angle  of  the  line,  against  which  the  Indians  were  advancing 
with  horrible  yells.  Lieutenant  Emerson,  of  the  Dragoons, 
seised  the  bridb  of  his  horse,  and  earnestly  entreated  that  he 
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^ould  not  go  there ;  but  the  governor*  putting  spurs  to  his 
lorse,  pushed  on  to  the  point  of  attack,  where  the  enemy 
trere  received  with  firmness,  and  driv^i  back." 

The  effect  of  the  victory  of  Tippecanoe,  v^as  the  immediate 
Aspersion  of  the  hostile  bands  of  barbarians,  who  had  here- 
tofore hung  on  the  western  frontier*  The  various  tribes  de- 
oounced  Tecumseh,  and  disclaimed  all  connection  with  him» 
Ukd  shortly  afterwards  sent  eighty  dqiuties  to  Governor 
Harrison,  to  treat  for  peace,  on  the  terms  of  total  submission. 
Far  difTi  rent  would  have  been  the  scene  bad  the  Prophet 
triumphed — towns  would  have  been  sacked,  hamlets  buroedy 
and  the  peaceful  ten^nent  of  the  settler  offered  up  a  sacrifice 
to  savage  fury. 


CHAPTER  IL 


General  Hull  surrenden  his  Army  to  General  Brock  without  a  Battle—Hia  Trial 
—HSfrSentence— Pardoned  by  the  Proadent— His  Name  ia  atrock  fioom  the  RoUa  of 
the  Army. 

**  The  better  part  of  valoar  is— discretion.^' 

At  les«t  General  Halh  as  well  as  Falstaif^  appears  to  have 
been  of  i  o ;  opinion ;  but  every  general  rule  has  its  exceptions 
in  such  aiuiters,  and  Congress  did  not  agree  with  him. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  General  Hidl,  Governor  of  Miefaigan, 
who  had  been  sent  at  the  head  of  about  3600  men  to  Detroit, 
with  a  view  of  putting  an  end  to  Indian  hostilities  in  that 
country,  surrend^ed  his  army  to  General  Brock,  without  a 
battle,  and  with  it  the  fort  at  Detroit. 

The  sensations  produced  by  this  occurrence  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  in  the  Western  country,  can 
scarcely  be  described.  So  entirely  unprepared  was  the  public 
mind  for  this  extraordinary  event,  that  no  one  could  bdieve 
it  to  have  taken  place,  until  conununicated  from  an  official 
source. 

In  his  official  despatch,  Hull  took  great  paina  to  free  his 
conduct  from  censure*  Among  the  reasons  for  his  surrender, 
iand  those  which  determined  him  to  that  course,  be  assigned 
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the  "Want  of  provision  to  sustain  the  sieges  the  e]q)ected  rein* 
fcnreements  of  the  enemy,  and*  the  sarrage  ferocity  of  the 
Indians,  should  he  ultimately  be  obliged  to  capitulate. 

The  government,  however,  not  being  satisfied  with  his 
excuses,  ordered  a  court-martial,  before  which  he  was  charged 
with  treason,  cowardice,  and  unoffioer-Iike  conduct.  On  the 
first  charge  the  court  declined  giving  an  opinion :  on  the  two 
last  he  was  sentenced  to  deaths  but  was  recomniMded  to 
inercy,  in  consequence  of  his  revolutionary  services,  and  his 
advanced  age.  The  sentence  was  remitted  by  the  president ; 
but  his  name  was  ordered  to  be  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the 
M^y* 

-  A  chapter  without  a  battle  is  rather  an  anomaly  in  our 
Work ;  bat  for  this  vire  are  indebted  to  the  defeetion  of  G^eneral 
Bull. 


^^*V/VS/S<^<Sif>^w^»^\/%^^\^.'»^*^^>/^^'W%i^*^^» 


CHAPTER  III. 


The  CoDStitation  captures  the  Guerriere— Great  Damage  to  tha  Goeniera— 
8h0  is  let  on  Fire  and  blown  up— Efiects  of  this  brilliant  Victory  on  the  American 
People. 

"  Bis  Tincit,  qui  se  vincit  in  victoria." 

**  I  will  board  her,  though  she  chide  as  loud 
As  thunder,  when  the  clouds  in  autnmn  craek«" 

'  Ths  Constitution,  commanded  by  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  put 
to  sea  from  Boston,  on  the  2d  of  September.  On  the  19tli,  a 
Tcssel  hove  in  sight,  and  a  chase  instantly  commenced.  It 
was  soon  discovered  to  be  the  Guerriere,  one  of  the  best  fri- 
gates in  the  British  navy,  and  which  seemed  not  averse  to 
the  rencontre,  as  she  backed  her  maintop-sail,  waitii^  for 
the  Constitution  to  come  down*  This  was  a  most  desirable 
occurrence  to  our  brave  tars,  as  this  frigate  had  for  some  time 
been  in  search  of  an  American  frigate,  having  given  a  formal 
challenge  to  all  our  vessels  of  the  same  clasK  She  had  at 
one  of  her  mast-heads  a  flag,  on  which  her  name  was  in-* 
icribed  in  large  characters,  by  way  of  gaaconade,  and  on 
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another,  the  words  ^  Not  the  Little  Belt/'  in  alluiion  to  the 
broadsides  which  the  President  had  given  that  vessel  before 
the  war.  The  Guerriere  had  looked  into  several  of  our  ports, 
and  aSected  to  be  exceedingly  anxious  to  earn  the  first  laurel 
from  the  new  enemy.  The  Constitution  being  made  ready 
for  action,  now  bore  down,  her  crew  giving  three  cheers. 
At  first  it  was  the  intention  of  Captain  Hull  to  bring  her  to 
close  action  immediately ;  but  on  coming  within  gun-shot  she 
gave  a  broadside  and  filled  away,  then  wore,  giving  a  broad- 
side on  the  other  tack,  but  without  effect.  They  now  con- 
tinued wearing  and  manoeuvring,  on  both  sides,  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  the  Guerriere  attempting  to  take  a  raking 
position ;  but,  failing  in  this,  she  bore  up,  and  ran  with  her 
top-sail  and  jib  on  the  quarter.  The  Constitution,  perceiving 
this,  made  sail  to  come  up  with  her.  Captain  Hull,  with  ad- 
mirable coolness,  received  the  enemy's  fire  without  returning 
it.  The  enemy,  mistaking  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
American  commander,  continued  to  pour  out  his  broadsides 
with  a  view  to  cripple  his  antagonist.  From  the  Constitution 
not  a  gun  had  been  fired :  Already  had  an  officer  twice  come 
on  deck,  with  information  that  several  of  the  men  had  been 
killed  at  their  guns.  The  gallant  crew,  though  burning  with 
impatience,  silently  awaited  the  orders  of  the  commander. 
The  moment  so  long  looked  for,  at  last  arrived.  Sailing- 
master  Aylwin  having  seconded  the  views  of  the  captain 
with  admirable  skill,  in  bringing  the  vessel  exactly  to  the  sta- 
tion intended,  orders  were  given,  at  five  minutes  before  5  P. 
M.,  to  fire  broadside  after  broadside  in  quick  succession. 
The  crew  instantly  discovered  the  whole  plan,  and  entered 
into  it  with  all  the  spirit  the  circumstance  was  calculated  to 
inspire.  Never  was  any  firing  so  dreadful.  For  fifteen  mi* 
nutes  the  vivid  lightning  of  the  Constitution's  guns  continued 
in  one  blaze,  and  their  thunder  roared  with  scarce  an  inter- 
mission. The  enemy's  mizen-mast  had  gone  by  the  board, 
and  he  stood  exposed  to  a  raking  fire,  which  swept  his  decks. 
The  Guerriere  had  now  become  unmanageable;  her  hull,  rig- 
ging and  sails  dreadfully  torn;  when  the  Constitution  at* 
tempted  to  lay  her  on  board.    At  this  moment  Lieutenant 
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Bush,  in  attempting  to  throw  his  marines  on  board,  was 
killed  by  a  musket-ball,  and  the  enemy  shot  ahead,  but  could 
not  be  brought  before  the  wind.  A  raking  fire  now  continued 
for  fifteen  minutes  longer,  when  his  main-mast  and  ibre-mast 
went,  taking  with  them  every  spar  excepting  the  bowsprit. 
On  seeing  this,  the  firing  ceased,  and  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  five  she  surrendered.  "  In  thirty  minutes,"  says  Captain 
Hull,  **  after  we  got  iairly  alongside  of  the  enemy,  she  sur- 
rendered, and  had  not  a  spar  standing,  and  her  hull,  above 
and  below  water,  so  shattered,  that  a  few  more  broadsides 
must  have  carried  her  dowa"  The  Guerriere  was  so  much 
damaged,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  bring  her  in ;  she  was 
therefore  set  fire  to  the  next  day,  and  blown  up.  The  dam- 
age sustained  by  the  Constitution  was  comparatively  of  so 
little  consequence,  that  she  actually  made  ready  for  action, 
when  a  vessel  appeared  in  sight  the  next  day.  The  loss  on 
board  the  Guerriere  was  fifteen  killed  and  sixty-three  wounded; 
on  the  side  of  the  Constitution,  seven  killed  and  seven  wounded. 
It  is  pleasing  to  observe,  that  even  the  British  commander, 
on  this  occasion,  bore  testimony  to  the  humanity  and  gene- 
rosity with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  victors.  The  Ame- 
rican firigate  was  somewhat  superior  in  force,  by  a  few  guns ; 
but  this  difference  bore  no  comparison  to  the  disparity  of  the 
conflict.  The  Guerriere  was  thought  to  be  a  match  for  any 
vessel  of  her  class,  and  had  been  amongst  the  largest  in  the 
British  navy.  The  Constitution  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
28th  of  August,  having  captured  several  merchant  vessels. 

Never  did  any  event  spread  such  an  universal  joy  over  the 
whole  country.  The  gallant  Hull,  and  his  equally  gallant 
officers,  were  received  with  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of 
gratitude  wherever  they  appeared.  He  was  presented  with 
the  freedom  of  all  the  cities  through  which  he  passed  on  his 
way  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  with  many  valuable  do- 
nations. Coi^ress  voted  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  crew 
as  a  recompense  for  the  loss  of  the  prize ;  and  the  Executive 
promoted  several  of  the  officers.  Sailing-master  Aylwin, 
who  had  been  severely  wounded,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant;  and  Lieutenant  Morris,  who  had  been  also 
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^ojinded,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-captain.  This 
aflbir  was  not  a  ILttle  mortifying  to  Great  Britain,  who  for 
.thirty  ysara  had  in  no  instance  lost  a  frigate  in  any  thing  like 
an  eqaal  oonflict.  She  was,  however,  destined  soon  to  bear 
such  aoirtifications  very  frequently,  as  this  was  the  begiooiiig 
of  Ihat  •  series  of  glorious  naval  victories,  which  astonished 
the  world,  and  compelled  the  greatest  European  petwerv  to 
lespect  uson  an  element  on  which  they  had  been  accustemed 
to  rule,  often  without  much  regard  to  the  rij^ts  of  ouri^ 
public^  ttheiuaval  force  of  which  had  been  treated  with  oon- 
tenpt .  Such  is  the  jtuHce  of  tyrants,  they  respect  faree  only, 
and  ithat  -because  they  cannot  avoid  it.  Captain  Hull  was  an 
able  officer,  a  good  disciplinarian,  and  an  honour  to  the 
American  service. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Invuioii  of  Canadar-Achieve meats  of  Colonel  Van  Renas^Iaer. 

**AnA  made  their  routed  squadrons  feel 
The  temper  of  American  steel." 

Uson  the  declaration  of  war,  the  attention  of  ^Ihe  Aaieriean 
general  WES  turned  towards  the  invasion  of  Canada;  for 
which  8|000  or  10,000  men,  and  considerable  military  stares 
were  ooUeotedat  different  points  along  the  Canada  line. 
SkUful  officers  of  the  navy  were  also  despatched  for  the  pur- 
pose of  armi^  vessels  on  Lakes  Erie,  Ontario,  and  Cham- 
plain,  to  gain,  if  possible,  the  ascendency  these,  and  to  aid 
the  opevatibas  of  the  American  forces. 

The  American  troops  were  distributed  into  three  divissana. 
One  under  General  Harrison,  called  the  nortfaHwestem  army; 
a  second  under  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  at  Lewis- 
town,  called  the  army  of  the  centre ;  and  a  third  under  the 
commander-in-chief,  General  Dearborn,  in  the  neigUbeiirhood 
of  Platlsburg  and  Greenbush,  called  llie  array  of  fthetiasth. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  I3lh  of  October,  1813»  a  de- 
tachment of  about  1000  men,  from  the  army  of  the  eenlre» 
crossed  the  river  Niagara,  and  attacked  the  British  at  Queena- 
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town  heights.  This  detachment,  ander  the  command  of 
Ckdonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
enemy;  but  not  being  reinforced  by  the  militia  from  <he 
American  side,  as  was  expected,  they  were  ultimately  re- 
pulsed, and  were  obliged  to  siirraider.  The  British  general. 
Brock,  was  killed  daring  the  engagement. 

The  forces  designated  to  storm  the  heights,  were  divided 
into  columns :  one,  of  the  300  miUtia,  under  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer;  the  other,  of  the  300  r^^lars,  under  Coioiiel 
Christie:  these  were  to  be  followed  by  Colonel  Fenwick's 
artaiiery,  and  then  the  otlier  troops  in  order. 

Mnch  embarrassment  was  experienced  by  the  boats  from 
the  eddies,  as  wall  as  by  the  shot  c^  the  enemy,  in  crossing 
the  river.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  led  the  van,  and  landed 
first  with  100  men.  Scarcely  had  he  leaped  irom  the  boat, 
when  he  reeetved  four  severe  wounds.  Being,  however,  able 
to  stand,  he  ordered  his  x)fficers  to  move  with  rapidity,  and 
storm  the  fort.  This  service  was  gallantly  peribrmed,  and 
the  enemy  were  driven  down  the  river  in  every  direction. 

Bdth  parties  were  now  reinfb^ed;  the  Americans  by 
r^uhrs  and  nlilkia,  the  Bf*ilish  by  the  forty-ninth  regiment, 
consisting  of  600  regulars,  under  General  Brock.  After  a 
desperate  engagement,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  the 
victory  was  thought  complete. 

General  Van  Rensselaer  now  crossed  over,  for  the  purpose 
of  fortifying  the  ^heights,  preparatory  to  another  attack, 
should  the  repulsed  enemy  be  reinforced.  This  duty  he  as* 
signed  to  Lieutenant  Totten,  an  able  engineer. 

But  the  fortune  of  the  day  was  not  yet  decided.  At  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy,  being  reinforced  by  seve- 
ral hundred  Chippewa  Indians,  rallied,  and  again  advanced, 
bat  were  a  third  time  repulsed.  At  this  moment,  General 
Van  Rensselaer,  perceiving  the  militia  on  the  opposite  side 
embarking  but  slowly,  hastily  recrossed  the  river  to  accele- 
rate their  movements.  But  what  was  his  chagrin,  on  reach* 
ing  the  American  side,  to  hear  more  than  twelve  hundred  of 
the  militia  positively  refuse  to  embark.  The  sight  of  the  en- 
gagement had  cooled  that  ardour  which,  previously  to  the 
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attack,  the  commander-in-chief  could  scarcely  restrain. 
While  their  countrymen  were  nobly  struggling  for  victory, 
they  could  remain  idle  spectators  of  the  scene.  All  that  a 
brave,  resolute,  and  benevolent  commander  could  do.  General 
Van  Rensselaer  did — ^he  urged,  entreated,  commanded,  but 
it  was  all  in  vain.  £q;ht  hundred  British  soldiers,  from 
fort  George,  now  appeared,  and  pressed  on  to  renew  the 
attack.  The  Americans,  for  a  time,  contmued  to  struggle 
against  this  force,  but  were  finally  obliged  to  si^rrender  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war. 

The  number  of  American  troops  killed  amounted  to  about 
sixty,  and  about  one  hundred  were  wounded.  Those  that 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  including  the 
wounded,  were  about  seven  hundred.  The  loss  of  the  Brit- 
ish is  unknown,  but  it  must  have  been  severe. 

Although  the  issue  of  this  battle  was  unfortunate,  seldom 
has  American  valour  shone  more  conspicuously,  or  a  victory 
been  relinquished  with  mcnre  reluctance.  Had  but  a  small 
part  of  the  **  idle  men"  passed  over  at  the  critical  moment 
when  urged  by  their  brave  commander,  revolutionary  history 
can  tell  of  few  nobler  achievements  than  this  would  have 
been. 


^^«<^»^^^v^/^/vs^»^/\^/w\/^/»/^^»^^^^^^%^^^^ 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  Wa«p  captures  the  Frolic— Terrible  Havoc  on  board  the  Frolic— Reception 
of  Captain  Jones  in  the  United  States. 

^*  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat/' 

Ahotbsr  brilliant  victory  was  achieved  by  an  American 
vessel  over  an  enemy  greatly  superior  in  force,  and  possess- 
ing many  other  advantages,  in  October. 

Captain  Jones  was  transferred,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  the  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  mounting 
eighteen  twenty-four  pound  carronades,  in  1811,  and  was 
despatched,  in  the  spring  of  1812,  with  communicaticms  from 
our  government  to  its  ministers  at  the  courts  of  St  Cloud  and 
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St.  James.  Before  he  returned,  war  had  been  declared  by 
the  United  States  against  Great  Britain.  Captain  Jones  re- 
fitted his  ship  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  repaired  to  sea 
on  a  cruise,  in  which  he  met  with  no  other  luck  than  the 
capture  of  an  inconsiderable  prise.  He  again  put  to  sea  on 
the  13th  of  October,  and  on  the  18th  of  the  month,  after  a 
long  and  heavy  gale,  he  fell  in  with  a  number  of  strongly 
armed  merchantmen,  under  convoy  of  the  British  sloop  of 
war  the  Frolicy  Captain  Whinyates. 

As  this  engagement  has  been  one  of  the  most  decidedly 
honourable  to  the  American  flag,  from  the  superior  force  of 
the  enemy ;  and  as  the  British  writers,  in  endeavouring  to 
account  for  our  successes,  and  to  undervalue  our  victories, 
have  studiously  passed  this  battle  in  silence,  and  seemed 
anxious  to  elbow  it  into  oUivion,  this  occasion  is  taken  to  re- 
publish a  iiill  and  particular  account  of  it,  which  vre  have 
every  reason  to  believe  is  scrupulously  correct : — 

"A  heavy  swell  was  in  the  sea,  and  the  weather  was  bois- 
terous. The  topgallant-yards  of  the  Wasp  were  taken  down, 
her  topsails  were  close-reefed,  and  she  was  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. About  11  o'clock,  the  Frolic  showed  Spanish  colours, 
and  the  Wasp  immediately  displayed  the  American  ensign 
and  pennant.  At  thirty-two  minutes  past  eleven,  the  Wasp 
came  down  to  windward,  on  her  larboard  side,  within  about 
sixty  yards,  and  hailed.  The  enemy  hauled  down  the  Span- 
ish colours,  hoisted  the  British  ensign,  and  opened  a  fire  of 
cannon  and  musketry.  This  the  Wasp  instantly  returned ; 
and,  coming  nearer  to  the  enemy,  the  action  became  close, 
and  without  intermission.  In  four  or  five  minutes,  the  main- 
topmast  of  the  Wasp  was  shot  away,  and,  falling  down  with 
the  main-topsail-yard  across  the  larboard  fore  and  fore-topsail 
braces,  rendered  her  head  yards  unmanageable  during  the 
rest  of  the  action.  In  two  or  three  minutes  more,  her  gaft 
and  mizen-topgallant-sail  were  shot  away.  Still  she  conti- 
nued a  close  and  constant  fire.  The  sea  was  so  rough  that 
the  muszles  of  the  Wasp's  guns  were  frequently  in  tlie  water. 
The  Americans,  therefore,  fired  as  the  ship's  side  was  going 
down,  so  that  their  shot  went  either  on  the  enem3r's  deck  or 
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bebw  it,  while  the  English  ficed  as  the  v^sssel  rose,  and  thus 
her  balls  chiefly  touched  the  rigging,  or  were  thrown  away« 
The  WsBp  now  shot  ahead  of  the  Frolic,  raked  her,  and  then 
xesumed  her  position  on  the  Fnriic's  larboaard  bow.  Her -fire 
was  now  obTioosly  attended  with  such  success,  and  that  of 
the  Frolic  so  slachened,  that  Captain  Jones  did  not  wish  to 
beard  her,  lest  the  roughness  of  the  sea  night  endanger  4>6th 
vessels ;  bat  in  the  course  of  a  few  raimrtes  more,  every  ht^toe 
of  the  Wasp  was  shot  away,  and  her  rigging  so  much  t6rn 
to  pieces,  ^at  he  was  alraid  that  his  masis,  being  unsupported, 
would  go  by  the  board,  andtheFroliobedbleSoe^afie.  He 
thought,  therefore,  the  best  chance  of  seeming  her  was  to 
board,  and  dedde  the  contest  at  once.  With  this  view  he 
wore  ship,  and  running  down  on  the  eneaqr,  the  vsssels  struck 
each  other,  the  Wasp's  side  rubbing  along  the  Proliefs  bew^ 
so  that  her  )ib*boem  caase  in  between  the  main  and  flMen** 
rigging  of  4he  Wasp,  direetiy  over  the  heads  of  Captain  Jonea 
aid  the. first  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Biddle,  who  were  at  that  mo- 
ment standing  together  near  the  capstan.  The  Frolic  lay  so 
kir  foft  rakii^,  that  they  decided  not  to  board  until  they  had 
given  a  closing  broadside.  WMfait  they  were  lottUng  for  thisjj 
so  near  were  the  two  vesseh,  that  the  rssmners  of  tfie  Wasp 
were  pushed  against  the  Frolic's  sides,  and  tvi^of  heir  guns' 
went  through  the  bow-ports  of  the  Froiic,  and  swept  the 
^riiole  length  of  her  deck«^  At  this  moment  Mm  Lang,  a  sea- 
man of  the  Wesp,  a  grilant  feHow,  who  had  been  once  im- 
:|  pressed  by  a  British  man^'of-war,  jumped  on  a  gun  with  his 
emtlass,  and  was  sprmging  on  board  the  Frolic;  Captain 
Jones,  wishing  to  fire  again  before  boarding,  called  him  down, 
but  Ms  impetuosity  could  not  be  restrained,  atod  he  was 
abeady  on  the  bowsprit  of  Ae  Frolic;  when  seeing  the  ar- 
dour and  enthusiasm  of  the  Wasp's  crow,  Lieutsnant  Biddle 
mounted  on  the  hammock^oth  to  board.  At  this  signal  the 
crew  followed,  but  Lieutenant  Biddle's  foet  beeame  entangkd 
in  the  riggmg  of  the  enemy's  bowsprit,  and  the  midshipman, 
Baker,  in  his  ardour  to  spsing  on  board,  kying  hold  of  his 
coat,  he  fell  back  on  the  Wasp's  deck.  He  sprang  up,  and 
as  the  next  swell  of  the  sea  brought  the  Frolic  nearor,  he 


j  1812.]  THE  J^WEWAM.  B^ 

OKHiiited  her  bowsftrit,  where  Lang  and  another  seaman  ^frare 
already.  He  paased  them  on  the  foreeastley  and  was  surprised 
at  net  seeing  a  single  man  alive  on  the  Frolic's  deek»  eaaeptf 
ing  the  seaman  at  the  wheel,  and  three  oflkers.  The  dedl 
was  slippery  with  blood,  and  strewed  with  the  bodies  of  the 
dead.  As  he  went  forward,  the  captain  of  the  Frolic,  with 
two  other  officers,  who  were  stambng  on  the  qvarter«deck, 
tlu-ew  down  their  swordSf  and  made  an  inclination  of  their 
bodies,  denoting  that  they  had  surrendered.  At  thismooBent 
the  colours  were  still  flying,  as,  probably,  none  of  the  seamen 
of  the  Frolic  would  dare  to  go  into  the  rigging  for  lear  of  the 
musketry  of  the  Wasp.  Lieutenant  Biddle,  therefcse,  fuofei 
into  the  r%gingr  aiAhauled  dewn  the  British  ensign,  and  pos^ 
session  was  taken  c^4he  Frolic  in  forty-three  minute*  aifter 
the  first  fire.  She  was  «in  a  shocking  condition ;  the  berth- 
deck,  particularly,  was  crowded  with  the  dead,  wounded  and 
dying ;  a  small  proportion  of  the  Frolic's  crew  only  had 
escaped.  Captain  Jones  instantly  sent  on  beard  his  surgeon's 
mate;  and  aU  the  blanhets  of  the  Frolic  were  brought  Aom 
her  slop-reom  fi>r  the  oomfiMrt  of  the  wowided.  To  inesoase 
this  coniusion,  both  the  Frolic's  masts  soon  fell,  covering  the 
dead  and  ev^y  thii^  on  deck,  and  she  lay  a  complete  wreck. 
**  It  now  an^eared  Aat  the  Fn^ic  mounted  sixteen  thirty- 
two  pound  carronades,  four  twelve-pounders  on  the  main- 
deck,  and  two  twelve^pound  carronades.  She  was,  therefinne, 
superior  to  the  Wasp  by  exactly  four  twelve-fxwnders.  The 
number  of  men  on  board,  as  stated  by  the  oiicers  of  the 
Frolic,  was  one  hundred  and  ton-  the  number  of  seamen  on 
board  the  Wasp  was  one  hundred  and  tsnro;  but  it  could  net 
be  ascertained,  whether  in  this  one  hua^ied  and  ten  were 
included  the  marines  and  oSBcerg ;  for  the  Wasp  had,  besides 
her  one  hundred  and  two  men,4)fficers  and  marines,  nuddog 
the  whole  crew  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five.  What  is, 
however,  decisive  as  to  their  comparatifo  foree,  is,  that  the 
officers  of  the  Frolic  aeknowlec^ed  that  they  had  as^many 
men  as  they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and  in  fact  the  Wasp 
could  have  spared  fifteen  men.  There  wus,  therrfore,  on  the 
most  fikvourabie  view,  at  least  an  equality  ef  aaen,  and  an 
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inequHlity  of  four  guns.  The  disparity  of  loss  was  much 
greater.  The  exact  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
the  FroKc  could  not  be  precisely  determined ;  but  from  the 
observations  of  our  officers,  and  the  declarations  of  those  of 
the  Frolic,  the  number  could  not  be  less  than  about  thirty 
killed,  including  two  officers ;  and  of  the  wounded,  between 
forty  and  fifty,  the  captain  and  second-lieutenant  being  of  the 
number.  The  Wasp  had  five  men  killed  and  five  slightly 
wounded. 

''All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing  the  deck,  burying 
the  dead,  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  when  Captain 
Jones  sent  orders  to  Lieutenant  Biddle  to  proceed  to  Charles- 
ton, or  any  other  southern  port  of  the  United  Stales ;  and,  as 
a  suspicious  sail  was  seen  to  windward,  the  Wasp  would 
continue  her  cruise.  The  ships  then  parted.  The  suspicious 
sail  was  now  coming  down  very  fast.  At  first  it  was  supposed 
that  she  was  one  of  the  convoy,  who  had  all  fled  during  the 
engagement,  and  who  now  came  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
the  prize.  The  guns  of  the  Frolic  were  therefore  loaded, 
and  the  ship  cleared  for  action ;  but  the  enemy,  as  she  ad- 
vanced, proved  to  be  a  seventy-four,  the  Poictiers,  Captain 
Beresford.  She  fired  a  shot  over  the  Frolic;  passed  her; 
overtook  the  Wasp,  the  disabled  state  of  whose  rigging  pre- 
vented her  from  escaping ;  and  then  retunied  to  the  Frolic, 
which  could,  of  course,  make  no  resistance.  The  Wasp  and 
Frolic  were  carried  into  Bermuda. 

*'  On  the  return  of  Captain  Jones  to  the  United  States,  he 
was  everywhere  received  with  the  utmost  demonstrations  of 
gratitude  and  admiration.  Brilliant  entertainments  were 
given  him  in  the  cities  through  which  he  passed.  The  Legis- 
lature of  his  native  State  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on 
him  with  their  thanks,  and  to  express  the  ''  pride  and  plea- 
sure" they  felt  in  recognising  him  as  a  native  of  their  State. 
In  the  same  resolution,  they  voted  him  an  elegant  piece  of 
plate,  with  appropriate  engravings.  The<  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Bajrard,  of  Delaware, 
appropriated  935XM)0,as  a  compensation  to  Captain  Jones 
and  his  crew,  for  the  loss  they  sustained  by  the  recapture  of 
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the  Frolic.    They  abo  ordered  a  gold  medal  to  be  preseiited 
to  the  captain,  and  a  silver  one  to  each  of  his  oflScers." 

Various  other  marks  of  honour  were  paid  by  the  legislatures 
and  citizens  of  diflferent  States;  but  tbs  roost  substantial  tes- 
timony of  approbation  which  he  received,  was  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  captured 
from  the  British. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Frigate  United  States  captures  the  Macedonian— Battle  fooght— >Geiie- 
roeity  of  the  Amancaiis  to  the  Snenif— Story  of  an  £ye«  Witneae. 

«*  Look  here,  upoo  this  pictare,  and  on  this.*'— Arm/e/. 

*'  This  was  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  dW^-^ulius  Caesar. 

If  any  doubt  could  still  have  been  entertained  of  the  ability 
of  the  republican  navy  to  contend  successfully  with  that  of 
England,  it  was  removed  by  the  result  of  another  engagement, 
which  took  place  no  long  time  afterwards,  between  two  ves- 
sels of  similar  forcee  to  the  Constitution  and  Guerriere.  The 
frigate  United  States,  Captain  Decatur,  sailed  from  Boston 
on  the  8th  of  October,  in  company  with  the  President,  Con- 
gress, and  Argus,  and  separated  from  them  on  the  13th.  On 
the  25th,  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Western  Islands,  she 
fell  in  with  the  British  frigate  Macedonian,  of  forty-nine  guns 
and  three  hundred  men ;  a  vessel  newly  built,  and  in  a  perfect 
state  of  equipment.  Being  to  windward,  the  latter  had  the 
advantage  of  choosing  her  distance;  and,  as  the  United 
States  was,  in  a  great  part,  armed  with  carronades,  she  was 
thus  prevented  from  making  use  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
her  force.  In  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  the  action 
lasted  an  hour  and  a  half;  but  when  the  American  frigate 
was  enabled  to  bring  her  opponent  to  close  quarters,  the  en- 
gagement was  soon  terminated.  The  mizenmast  and  most  of 
the  spars  of  the  Macedonian  being  shot  away,  she  surrendered, 
with  the  loss  of  thirty-six  killed,  and  sixty^^ight  wounded. 
That  of  the  United  States  was  only  four  killed  and  seven 
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uroittded ;  among  the  former  of  whom  was  Lieiitenaitt  John 
Mosser  Fttok.  TM  damage  sastaiind  by  the  United  Stales 
was  9ot  so  great  as  to  r^id^  it  necessary  for  hsr  to  retsm 
to  port;  but  it  was  deemed  proper  to  accompany  her  prize 
into  the  United  States,  where  both  vessels  arriv^  on  the  4th 
of  December. 

An  act  of  generosity  and  benevolence  on  the  part  of  the 
brave  tars  of  this  victorious  frigate  deserves  to  be  honourably 
recorded.  The  carpenter,  who  was  unfortunately  killed  in 
the  conflict  vrith  the  Macedonian,  had  left  three  small  children 
to  the  care  of  a  worthless  mother.  When  the  circumstance 
beeame  known  to  the  brave  seamen,  they  instantly  made  a 
oontribution  amongst  themselves,  to  the  amount  of  9860,  and 
placed  it  in  safe  hands,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  the  unhappy  orphans. 

This  engagement  took  place  on  Sunday,  and  the  following 
account  is  given  of  it  by  an  eye-witness  on  board  the  Mace- 
donian, who  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner : 

"  The  Sabbath  came,  and  it  brought  with  it  a  stiff  breeze. 
We  usually  made  a  sort  of  a  holiday  of  this  sacred  day.  After 
breakfast  it  was  common  to  muster  the  entire  crew  on  the 
Hpar-deck,  dressed  as  the  fancy  of  the  captain  might  dictate ; 
sometimes  in  blue  jackets  and  white  trowsers,  or  blue  jackets 
and  blue  trowsers;  at  other  times  in  blue  jackets,  scarlet 
vests,  and  blue  or  white  trowsers ;  with  our  bright  anchor 
buttons  glancing  in  the  sun,  and  our  black  glossy  hats  orna- 
mented with  black  ribbons  on  them.  After  muster,  we  fre- 
quently had  church  service  read  by  the  captain ;  the  rest  of 
the  day  was  devoted  to  idleness.  But  we  were  destined  to 
spend  the  Sabbath,  just  introduced  to  the  reader,  in  a  very 
different  manner. 

:  ''We  had  scarcely  finished  breakfast,  before  the  man  at  the 
mast-head  shouted,  '  Sail,  ho !' 

,  '*  The  captain  rushed  upon  deck»  exclaiming,  '  Mastrhead, 
there!' 

"'Sir!' 

" '  Where  away 
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'  ''  The  precise  answoK  to  this  question  I  do  not  recollect,  but 
the  captain  {miceeded  to  aak»  '  What  does  she  look  like  V 

'*  'A  squaf ui-rigged  vessel,  sir/  was  the  reply  of  the  look- 
out. 

''After  a  few  minutes  the  captain  shouted  again,  '  Mast-- 
head, there!' 

"'Sir!' 

" '  What  does  she  look  like?' 

"  'A  large  ship,  sir,  standing  towards  us  I' 

"  By  this  time  most  of  the  crew  were  on  deck,  eagerly 
straining  their  eyes  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  appr^ching 
ship,  and  murmuring  their  opinions  to  each  other  on  her  pro- 
bable character.  Then  came  the  voice  of  the  captain,  shout* 
ing,  '  Keep  silence,  fore  and  aft !'  Silence  being  secured,  he 
hailed  the  look-out,  who»  to  his  question  of  '  What  does  she 
look  like  V  replied,  'A  large  frigate,  bearing  down  upon  us, 
sir.' 

"A  whisper  ran  along  the  crew,  that  the  stranger  ship  was 
a  Yankee  frigate.  The  thought  was  confirmed  by  the  com- 
mand of  'All  hands  clear  the  ship  for  action*  ahoy!'  The 
drum  and  fife  beat  to  quarters ;  bulkheads  were  knocked 
away ;  the  guns  were  released  from  their  confinement ;  the 
whole  dread  paraphernalia  of  battle  was  produced ;  and 
after  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  of  hurry  and  confusion, 
every  man  and  boy  was  at  his  po9t,  ready  to  do  his  best  ser- 
vice for  his  country,  except  the  band,  who,  claiming  exemp- 
tion from  the  affray,  safely  stowed  themselves  away  in  the 
cable-tier.  We  had  only  one  sick  man  on  the  list ;  and  he, 
at  the  cry  of  battle,  hurried  from  his  cot,  feeble  as  he  was, 
to  take  his  post  of  danger.  A  few  of  the  junior  midshipmen 
were  stationed  below,  on  the  berth-deck,  with  orders,  given 
in  our  hearing,  to  shoot  any  man  who  attempted  to  run  from 
his  quarters. 

"  Our  men  were  all  in  good  spirits,  though  they  did  not 
scruple^  to  express  t he^  wish  •  that  the  coming  foe  was  a  Freneh- 
m^fi  rather  than  a  Yankee.  We  had  bean  t<Ad  by  the  Ame- 
ricans on  board,  that  frigi^es  in  the  American  service  carried 
mori^  and  heavier,  mfital  than  ours.    Tfaisv  together  with  our 
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consciousness  of  superiority  over  the  Fiench  at  sea,  led  us  to 
a  preference  for  a  French  antagonist. 

''  The  Americans  among  our  number  felt  quite  dtsconcerted 
at  the  necessity  which  compelled  them  to  fight  against  their 
own  countrymen.  One  of  them,  named  John  Card,  as  brave 
a  seaman  as  ever  trod  a  plank,  ventured  to  present  himself 
to  the  captain,  as  a  prisoner,  frankly  declaring  his  objections 
to  fight.  That  officer,  very  ungenerously,  ordered  him  to  his 
quarters,  threatening  to  shoot  him  if  he  made  the  request 
again.  Poor  fellow !  he  obeyed  the  unjust  conunand,  and  was 
killed  by.  a  shot  from  his  own  countrymen.  This  fact  is  more 
disgraceful  to  the  captain  of  the  Macedonian  than  even  the 
loss  of  his  ship.  It  was  a  gross  and  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  rights  of  man. 

"As  the  approaching  ship  showed  American  colours,  all 
doubt  of  her  character  was  at  end.  '  We  must  fight  her/ 
was  the  conviction  of  every  breast  Every  possible  arrange- 
ment that  could  insure  success,  was  accordingly  made.  The 
guns  were  shotted ;  the  matches  lighted ;  for,  although  our 
guns  were  all  furnished  with  first-rate  locks,  they  were  also 
provided  with  matches,  attached  by  lanyards,  in  case  the 
lock  should  miss  fire.  A  lieutenant  then  passed  through  the 
ship,  directing  the  marines  and  boarders,  who  were  furnished 
with  pikes,  cutlasses,  and  pistols,  how  to  proceed,  if  it  should 
be  necessary  to  board  the  enemy.  He  was  followed  by  the 
captain,  who  exhorted  the  men  to  fidelity  and  courage,  urging 
upon  their  consideration  the  well-known  motto  of  the  brave 
Nelson,  '  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.'  In 
addition  to  all  these  preparations  on  deck,  some  men  were 
stationed  in  the  tops,  with  small-arms,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
attend  to  trimming  the  sails,  and  to  use  their  muskets,  pro- 
vided we  came  to  close  action.  There  were  also  others  below, 
called  sail-trimmers,  to  assist  in  working  the  ship,  should  it 
be  necessary  to  shift  her  position  during  the  battle. 

'*  My  station  was  at  the  fifth  gun  on  the  main-deck.  It  was 
my  duty  to  supply  my  gun  with  powder,  a  boy  being  ap- 
pointed to  each  gun  in  the  ship  on  the  side  we  engaged,  for 
this  purpose.    A  woollen  screen  was  placed  before  the  en- 
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trance  to  the  magazine,  with  a  hole  in  it,  through  which  the 
cartridges  were  passed  to  the  boys ;  we  received  them  there, 
and,  covering  them  with  our  jackets,  hurried  to  our  respec- 
tive guns.  These  precautions  are  observed  to  prevent  the 
powder  taking  fire  before  it  reaches  the  gun. 

^'Thus  we  all  stood,  awaiting  orders,  in  motionless  sus- 
pense. At  last  we  fired  three  guns  from  the  larboard  side  of 
the  main-deck ;  this  was  followed  by  the  command,  *  Cease 
firing;  you  are  throwing  away  your  shot !' 

*'  Then  came  the  order  to  *  wear  ship,'  and  prepare  to  attack 
the  enemy  with  our  starboard  guns.  Soon  after  this,  I  heard 
a  firing  from  some  other  quarter,  which  I  at  first  supposed  to 
be  a  discharge  from  our  quarter-deck  guns ;  though  it  proved 
to  be  the  roar  of  the  enemy's  cannon. 

'^A  strange  noise,  such  as  I  had  never  heard  before,  next 
arrested  my  attention ;  it  sounded  like  the  tearing  of  sails,  just 
over  our  heads.  This  I  soon  ascertained  to  be  the  virind  of  the 
enemy's  shot.  The  firing,  after  a  few  minutes'  cessation,  re- 
commenced. The  roaring  of  cannon  could  now  be  heard 
from  all  parts  of  our  trembling  ship,  and,  mingling  as  it  did 
with  that  of  our  foes,  it  made  a  most  hideous  noise.  By-and- 
by  I  heard  the  shot  strike  the  sides  of  our  ship ;  the  whole 
scene  grew  indescribably  confused  and  horrible ;  it  was  like 
some  awfully  tremendous  thunder-storm,  whose  deafening 
roar  is  attended  by  incessant  streaks  of  lightning,  carrying 
death  in  every  flash,  and  strewing  the  ground  with  the  vic- 
tims of  its  wrath :  only,  in  our  case,  the  scene  was  rendered 
more  horrible  than  that,  by  the  presence  of  torrents  of  blood 
which  dyed  our  deck. 

"  Though  the  recital  may  be  painful,  yet,  as  it  will  reveal 
the  horrors  of  war,  and  show  at  what  a  fearful  price  a  vic- 
tory is  won  or  lost,  I  will  present  the  reader  with  things  as 
they  met  my  eye  during  the  progress  of  this  dreadful  fight. 
I  was  busily  supplying  my  gun  with  powder,  when  I  saw 
blood  suddenly  fly  from  the  arm  of  a  man  stationed  at  our 
gun.  I  saw  nothing  strike  him;  the  effect  alone  was  visible ; 
in  an  instant,  the  third-lieutenant  tied  his  handkerchief  round 
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the  wounded  arm,  and  sent  the  groaning  wretch  below  to  the 
surgeon. 

'*  The  cries  of  the  wounded  now  rang  through  all  parts  of 
the  ship.  These  were  carried  to  the  cockpit  as  fast  as  they 
fell,  while  those  more  fortunate  men,  who  were  killed  out- 
right, were  immediately  thrown  overboard.  As  I  was  sta- 
tioned but  a  short  distance  from  the  main  hatchway,  I  could 
catch  a  glance  at  ail  who  were  carried  below.  A  glance  was 
all  I  could  indulge  in,  for  the  boys  belonging  to  the  guns  next 
to  mine  were  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  and  I 
had  to  spring  with  all  my  might  to  keep  three  or  four  guns 
supplied  with  cartridges.  I  saw  two  of  these  lads  fall  nearly 
together.  One  of  them  was  struck  in  the  leg  by  a  large  shot ; 
he  had  to  suffer  amputation  above  the  wound.  The  other 
had  a  grape  or  canister-shot  sent  through  his  ankle ;  a  stout 
Yorkshireman  lifted  him  in  his  arms  and  hurried  him  to  the 
cockpit.  He  had  his  foot  cut  off,  and  was  thus  made  lame 
for  life.  Two  of  the  boys  stationed  on  the  quarter-deck  were 
killed.  They  were  both  Portuguese.  A  man,  who  saw  one 
of  them  killed,  afterwards  told  me  that  his  powder  caught 
fire  and  burnt  the  flesh  almost  off  his  face.  In  this  pitiable 
situation,  t^e  agonized  boy  lifted  up  both  hands,  as  if  implor- 
ing relit  I.  -  hen  a  passing  shot  instantly  cut  him  in  two. 

"  I  was  an  eye-witness  to  a  sight  equally  revolting.  A 
man  named  Aldrich  had  one  of  his  hands  cut  off  by  a  shot, 
and  almost  at  the  same  moment  he  received  another  shot, 
which  tore  open  his  bowels  in  a  terrible  manner ;  as  he  fell, 
two  or  three  men  caught  him  in  their  arms,  and,  as  he  could 
not  live,  threw  him  overboard. 

''  One  of  the  officers  in  my  division  also  fell  in  my  sight. 
He  was  a  noble- hearted  fellow,  named  Nan  Kivell.  A  grape 
or  canister-shot  struck  him  near  the  heart ;  exclaiming, '  Oh ! 
my  God !'  he  fell,  and  was  carried  below,  where  he  shortly 
after  died. 

"  Mr.  Hope,  our  first-lieutenant,  was  also  slightly  wounded 
by  a  grummet,  or  small  iron  ring,  probably  torn  from  a  ham- 
mock-clew by  a  shot.  He  went  below,  shouting  to  the  men 
to  fight  on.    Having  had  his  wound  dressed,  he  came  up 
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again,  shouting  to  us  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  and  bidding  us 
fight  with  all  our  might.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the  ship 
but  would  have  rejoiced  had  he  been  in  the  place  of  our  mas- 
ter's mate,  the  unfortunate  Nan  Kivell. 

**  The  battle  went  on.  Our  men  kept  cheering  with  all 
their  might.  I  cheered  with  them,  though  I  confess  I  scarcely 
knew  for  what.  Certainly  there  was  nothing  very  inspiriting 
in  the  aspect  of  things  where  I  was  stationed.  So  terrible 
had  been  the  work  of  destruction  around  us,  it  was  termed 
the  slaughter-house.  Not  only  had  we  several  boys  and  men 
killed  or  wounded,  but  several  of  the  guns  were  disabled 
The  one  I  belonged  to  had  a  piece  of  the  muzzle  knocked 
out ;  and  when  the  ship  rolled,  it  struck  a  beam  of  the  upper 
deck  with  such  force  as  to  become  jammed  and  fixed  in  that 
position.  A  twenty-four  pound  shot  had  also  passed  through 
the  screen  of  the  magazine,  immediately  over  the  orifice 
through  which  we  passed  our  powder.  The  schoolmaster 
received  a  death-wound.  The  brave  boatswain,  who  came 
from  the  sick  boy  to  the^din  of  battle,  was  fastening  a  stopper 
on  a  backstay,  which  had  been  shot  away,  when  his  head 
was  smashed  to  pieces  by  a  cannon-ball ;  another  man,  going 
to  complete  the  unfinished  task,  was  also  struck  down.  An- 
other of  our  midshipmen  also  received  a  severe  wound.  The 
unfortunate  wardroom  steward,  who  the  reader  will  recollect 
attempted  to  cut  his  throat  on  a  former  occasion,  was  killed. 
A  fellow  named  John,  who,  for  some  petty  offence,  had  been 
sent  on  board  as  a  punishment,  was  carried  past  me  wounded. 
I  distinctly  heard  the  large  blood-drops  fall  pat,  pat,  pat,  on 
the  deck :  his  wounds  were  mortal.  Even  a  poor  goat,  kept 
by  the  officers  for  her  milk,  did  not  escape  the  general  car- 
nage ;  her  hind-legs  were  shot  oflT,  and  poor  Nan  was  thrown 
6verboard. 

**  Such  was  the  terrible  scene,  amid  which  we  kept  on  our 
shouting  and  firing.  Our  men  fought  like  tigers.  Some  of 
them  pulled  oflT  their  jackets,  others  their  jackets  and  vests ; 
while  some,  still  more  determined,  had  taken  oflT  their  shirts, 
and,  with  nothing  but  a  handkerchief  tied  round  the  waist- 
bands of  their  trowsers,  fought  like  heroes.    Jack  Sadler, 
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whom  the  reader  will  recollect,  was  one  of  these.  I  also  ob- 
served a  boy,  named  Cooper,  stationed  at  a  gun  some  distance 
from  the  magazine.  He  came  to  and  fro  on  the  full  run,  and 
appeared  to  be  as  '  merry  as  a  cricket.'  The  third*lieutenant 
cheered  him  along,  occasionally,  by  saying, '  Well  done,  my 
boy,  you  are  worth  your  weight  in  gold.' 

"  I  have  often  been  asked  what  were  my  feelings  during 
this  fight.  I  felt  pretty  much  as  I  suppose  every  one  does  at 
such  a  time.  That  men  are  without  thought  when  they  stand 
amid  the  dying  and  the  dead,  is  too  absurd  an  idea  to  be  en- 
tertained a  moment.  We  all  appeared  cheerful,  but  I  know 
that  many  a  serious  thought  ran  through  my  mind.  Still, 
what  could  we  do  but  keep  up  a  semblance,  at  least,  of  ani- 
mation ?  To  run  from  our  quarters  would  have  been  certain 
death  from  the  hands  of  our  own  officers ;  to  give  way  to 
gtoom,  or  to  elhow  fear^  would  do  no  good,  and  might  brand 
us  with  the  name  of  cowards,  and  insure  certain  defeat ;  our 
only  true  philosophy,  therefore,  was  to  make  the  best  of  our 
situation,  by  fighting  bravely  and  cheerfully.  I  thought  a 
great  deal,  however,  of  the  other  world ;  every  groan,  every 
falling  man,  told  me  that  the  next  instant  I  might  be  before 
the  Judge  of  all  the  earth.  For  this,  I  felt  unprepared ;  but 
being  without  any  particular  knowledge  of  religious  truth,  I 
satisfied  myself  by  repeating  again  and  again  the  Lord's 
prayer,  and  promising  that  if  spared  I  would  be  more  atten- 
tive to  religious  duties  than  ever  before.  This  promise  I  had 
no  doubt,  at  the  time,  of  keeping;  but  I  have  learned  since, 
that  it  is  easier  to  make  promises  amidst  the  roar  of  the  bat- 
tle's thunder,  or  in  the  horrors  of  shipwreck,  than  to  keep 
them  when  danger  is  absent,  and  safety  smiles  upon  our  path. 

''  While  these  thoughts  secretly  agitated  my  bosom,  the  din 
of  battle  continued.  Grape  and  -canister-shot  were  pouring 
through  our  port-holes  like  leaden  rain,  carrying  deMh  in 
their  trail.  The  large  shot  came  against  the  ship's  side  like 
iron  hail,  shaking  her  to  the  very  keel,  w  passing  through 
her  timbers,  and  scattering  terrific  splinters,  which  did  a 
more  appalling  work  than  even  their  own  death^^giving  blows. 
The  reader  may  form  an  idea  of  the  effect  of  grape  and 
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canister,  when  he  is  told  that  grape-shot  is  formed  by  seve^ 
or  eight  balls,  confined  to  an  iron*  and  tied  in  a  cloth.  These 
balls  are  scattered  by  the  explosion  of  the  powder.  Canister- 
shot  is  made  by  filling  a  powder-canister  with  balls,  each  as 
large  as  two  or  three  musket-balls;  these  also  scatter  with 
direful  eflfect  when  discharged.  What,  then,  with  splinters, 
cannon-balls,  grape,  and  canister  poured  incessantly  upon  us, 
the  reader  may  be  assured  that  the  work  of  death  went  on 
in  a  manner  which  must  have  been  satisfactory  even  to  the 
King  of  terrors  himself. 

**  Suddenly,  the  rattling  of  the  iron  hail  ceased.  We  were 
ordered  to  cease  firing.  A  profound  silence  ensued,  broken 
only  by  the  stifled  groans  of  the  brave  sufierers  below.  It 
was  soon  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  shot  ahead  to  repair 
damages,  for  she  was  not  so  disabled  but  she  could  sail  with 
out  difficulty ;  while  we  were  so  cut  up  that  we  lay  utterly 
helpless.  Our  head-braces  were  shot  away;  the  fore  and 
main-topmasts  were  gone;  the  mizen-mast  hung  over  the 
stern,  having  carried  several  men  over  in  its  ftill :  we  were  in 
the  state  of  a  complete  wreck. 

"A  council  was  now  held  among  the  ofllcers  on  the 
quarter-deck.  Our  condition  was  perilous  in  the  extreme ; 
victory  or  escape  was  alike  hopeless.  Our  ship  was  disabled, 
many  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  many  more  wounded. 
The  enemy  would,  without  doubt,  bear  down  upon  us  in  a 
few  moments ;  and,  as  she  could  now  choose  her  own  position, 
would,  without  doubt,  rake  us  fore  and  aft.  Any  further 
resistance  was,  therefore,  folly.  So,  in  spite  of  the  hot- 
brained  lieutenant,  Mr.  Hope,  who  advised  them  not  to  strike, 
but  to  sink  alongside,  it  was  determined  to  strike  our  bunting* 
This  was  done  by  the  hands  of  a  brave  fellow,  named  Watson, 
whose  saddened  brow  told  how  severely  it  pained  his  lion 
heart  to  do  it.  To  me  it  was  a  pleasing  sight,  for  I  had  seen 
fighting  enough  for  one  Sabbath ;  more  than  I  wished  to  see 
again  on  a  week-day.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Mace- 
donian was  now  the  prize  of  the  American  frigate  United 
States. 

**  Before  detailing  the  subsequent  occurrences  in  my  history, 
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I  will  present  the  curious  reader  with  a  copy  of  Captain 
Cardenas  letter  to  the  government,  describing  this  action.  It 
will  serve  to  show  how  he  excused  himself  for  his  defeat,  as 
well  as  throw  some  light  on  those  parts  of  the  contest  which 
were  invisible  to  me  at  my  station.  My  mother  presented 
me  with  this  document,  on  my  return  to  England.  She  had 
received  it  from  Lord  Churchill,  and  had  carefully  presei*ved 
it  for  twenty  years. 

''•Admiralty  Office,  Dec.  29,  1812. 

"  *  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Surman  Carden,  late 
commander  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Macedonian,  to  John 
Wilson  Croker,  Esq.;  dated  on  board  the  American  ship 
United  States,  at  sea,  the  28th  October,  1812:— 

''  *  Sib, — ^It  is  with  the  deepest  regret,  I  have  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  late  ship,  Macedonian,  was 
captured  on  the  28th  instant,  by  the  United  Stated  ship 
United  States,  Commodore  Decatur  commander.  The  details 
are  as  follows : 

"  'A  short  time  after  daylight,  steering  N.  W.  by  W.,  with 
the  wind  from  the  southward,  in  latitude  29*^  N.,  and  longitude 
29°  30'  W.,  in  the  execution  of  their  lordships'  orders,  a  sail 
was  seen  on  the  lee-beam,  which  I  immediately  stood  for,  and 
made  her  out  to  be  a  large  frigate,  under  American  colours. 
At  nine  o'clock,  I  closed  with  her,  and  she  commenced  the 
action,  which  we  returned ;  but  from  the  enemy  keeping  two 
points  off  the  wind,  I  was  not  enabled  to  get  as  close  to  her 
as  I  could  have  wished.  After  an  hour's  action,  the  enemy 
backed  and  came  to  the^  wind,  and  I  was  then  enabled  to 
bring  her  to  close  battle.  In  this  situation  I  soon  found  the 
enemy's  force  too  superior  to  expect  success,  unless  some 
very  fortunate  chance  occurred  in  our  favour ;  and  with  this 
hope  I  continued  the  battle  to  two  hours  and  ten  minutes; 
when,  having  the  mizenmast  shot  away  by  the  board,  top^ 
masts  shot  away  by  the  caps,  main-yard  shot  in  pieces, 
lower  masts  badly  wounded,  lower  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces, 
a  small  proportion  only  of  the  foresail  left  to  the  fore-yard. 


1812.]  THE  LATE  WAR.  519 


all  the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck  and  forecastle  disabled 
but  two,  and  filled  with  wreck ;  two  also  on  the  main-deck 
disabled,  and  several  shot  between  wind  and  water ;  a  very 
great  proportion  of  the  crew  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
enemy  comparatively  in  good  order,  and  whp  had  now 
shot  ahead,  and  was  about  to  place  himself  in  a  raking 
position,  without  our  being  enabled  to  return  the  fire,  being 
a  perfect  wreck  and  ah  unnnanageable  log ;  I  deemed  it  pru- 
dent, though  a  painful  extremity,  to  surrender  His  Majesty's 
srhip ;  nor  was  this  dreadful  alternative  resorted  to  till  every 
hope  of  success  was  removed,  even  beyond  the  reach  of 
chaqce ;  nor  till,  I  trust  their  lordships  will  be  aware,  every 
effort  had  been  made  against  the  enemy  by  myself,  and  my 
brave  oflUcers  and  men ;  nor  should  she  have  been  surrendered 
whilst  a  man  lived  on  board,  bad  she  been  manageable.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  our  loss  is  very  severe;  I  find  by  this  day's 
muster,  thirty-six  killed,  three  of  whom  lingered  a  short  time 
after  the  battle ;  thirty-six  severely  wounded,  many  of  whom 
cannot  recover,  and  thirty-two  slightly  wounded,  who  may 
all  do  well ;  total,  one  hundred  and  four. 

"  *  The  truly  noble  and  animating  conduct  of  my  officers, 
and  the  steady  bravery  ef  my  crew,  to  the  last  moment  of 
the  battle,  must  ever  render  them  dear  to  their  country. 

**  *  My  first-lieutenant,  David  Hope,  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  head,  towards  the  close  of  the  battle,  and  taken  below, 
but  was  soon  again  on  deck,  displaying  that  greatness  of  mind 
and  exertion  which,  though  it  may  be  equalled^  can  never  be 
excelled.  The  third-lieutenant,  John  Bulford,  was  also 
wounded,  but  not  obliged  to  quit  his  quarters ;  second-lieu- 
tenant Samuel  Mottley,  and  he  deserves  my  highest  acknow- 
ledgments. The  cool  and  steady  conduct  of  Mr.  Walker, 
the  master,  was  very  great  during  the  battle,  as  also  that 
of  lieutenants  Wilson  and  Magill  of  the  marines, 

"  *  On  being  taken  on  board  the  enemy's  ship,  I  ceased  to 
wonder  at  the  result  of  the  battle.  The  United  States  is 
built  with  the  scantling  of  a  seventy-four  gun-ship,  mounting 
thirty  long  twenty-four  pounders  (English  ship-guns)  on  her 
main-deck,  and  twenty-two  forty-two  pounders,  carronades. 
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with  two  long  twenty-four  pounders,  on  her  quarter-deck  and 
forecastle,  howitzer  gun&  in  her  tops,  and  a  travelling  carron- 
ade  on  her  upper  deck,  with  a  complement  of  four  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  picked  men. 

<' '  The  enemy  has  suffered  much  in  masts,  rigj^,  and 
hull,  above  and  below  water.  Her  loss  in  killed  ai^d  wounded 
I  am  not  aware  of;  but  I  know  a  lieutenant  and  six  men  have 
been  thrown  overbou-d.  Jho.  S.  Cabhsn. 

«' « To  J.  W.  Choker,  Es9.,  Admiralty.* 

**  Lord  Churchill  sent  the  above  letter,  with  a  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  amiexed,  to  inform  my  mother  that  the 
name  of  her  son  was  not  among  the  number.  The  act  shows 
how  much  he  could  sympathize  with  a  mother's  feelings. 

'^I  now  went  below,  to  see  ^  how  matters  appeared  there. 
The  first  object  I  met  was  a  man  bearing  a  limb,  which  had 
just  been  detached  from  some  sufimng  wretch.  .  Pursuing  my 
way  to  the  ward-room,  Uiecessarily  passed  through  the  steer- 
age, which  was  strewed  virith  the  vvounded:  it  was  a  sad 
spectacle,  made  more  appalling  by  the  greans  and  cries  which 
rent  the  air.  Some  were  groaning,  others  were  swearing 
most  bitterly,  a  few  were  praying,  while  those  last  arrived 
were  begging  most  piteously  to  have  their  wounds  dressed 
next.  The  surgeon  and  his  mate  were  smeared  with  blood 
fjnom  head  to  foot:  they  looked  more  like  butchers  than  doc- 
tors. Having  so  many  patients,  they  had  once  shifted  their 
quairters  from  the  cockpit  to  the  steerage ;  they  now  removed 
to  the  ward-room,  and  the  long  table,  round  which  the  oflicers 
had  sat  over  many  a  merry  feast,  was  soon  covered  with  the 
Ueedii^  forms  of  maimed  and  mutilated  seamen. 

*'  While  looking  around  the  ward-room,  I  heard  a  noise 
above,  occasioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  boats  from  the  con- 
quering frigate.  Very  soon  a  lieutenant,  I  think  his  name 
was  Nicholson,  came  into  the  ward-room,  and  said  to  the  busy 
surgeon,  *  How  do  you  do,  Doctor  T* 

<'*!  have  enough  to  do;*  replied  he,  shaking  his  head 
thoughtfully ;  *  you  have  made  wretched  work  f6r  us  !*  These 
officers  were  not  strangers  to  each  other,  for  the  reader  will 
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recollect  that  the  cpmmanders  and  officers  of  these  ti^o  fri- 
gates had  exchanged  visits  when  we  were  lying  at  Norfolk, 
some  months  before. 

"  I  now  set  to  work  to  render  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to 
the  sufferers.  Our  carpenter,  named  Reed,  had  his  leg  cut 
off.  I  helped  to  carry  him  to  the  ward-room;  but  he  soon 
breathed  out  his  life  there ;  then  I  assisted  in  throwing  his 
mangled  remains  overboard.  We  got  out  the  cots  as  fast  as 
possible,  for  most  of  them  wexe  strjBtched  out  on  the  gory 
deck.  One  poor  fellow,  who  lay  with  a  broken  thigh,  begged 
me  to  give  him  watef .  I  gave  hipi  some.  He  looked  unut- 
terable gratitude,  drank  and  died.  It  was  with  exceeding 
difficulty  I  moved  through  the  steerage,  it  was  so  covered 
with  mangled  men,  and  so  slippery  with  streams  of  blood 
There  was  a  poor  boy  there  crying  as  if  his  heart  would 
break;  he  had  been  servant  to  the  bold  boatswain,  whose 
head  was  dashed  to  pieces.  Poor  boy !  he  felt  that  he  had 
lost  a  friend.  I  tried  to  comfort  hiqa  by  reminding  him  that 
he  ought  to  be  thankful  for  having  escaped  death  himself. 

"Here,  also,  I  met  one  of  the  messmates,  who  showed  the 
utmost  joy  aX  seeiog  me  alive,  for,  he  said,  he  had  heard  that 
I  was  killed. .  He  was  looking  up  his  messmates,  which  he 
said  was  always  done  by  sailors.  We  found  two  of  our  mess 
wounded ;  one  was  the  3wede,  Lagholm,  who  fell  overboard, 
as  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter,  and  was  nearly  lost.  We 
held  him  while  the  surgeon  cut  off  his  leg  above  the  knee. 
The  task  was  most  painful  to  behold,  the  surgeon  using  his 
knife  and  saw  on  human  flesh '  and  bones,  as  freely  as  the 
butcher  at  the  shambles  does  on  the  carcass  of  the  beast ! 
Our  other  messmate  suflered  still  more  than  the  Swede ;  he 
was  sadly  mutilated  about  the  legs  and  thighs  with  splinters. 
Such  scenes  of  sufferiiig  as  I  saw  in  that  ward-room,  I  hope 
never  to  witness  again.  Could  the  civilized  world  behold 
them  as  they  were,  and  as  they  often  are,  infinitely  worse 
than  on  that  occasion,  it  seems  to  me  they  wpuld  forever  put 
down  the  barbarous  practices  of  war  by  universal  consent. 

"  Most  of  our  officers  and  men  were  taken  on  board  the 
victor  ship.    I  was  left,  with  a  few  others,  to  take  care  of  the 
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wounded.  My  master,  the  sailing-master,  was  also  among 
the  officers  who  continued  in  their  ship.  Most  of  the  men 
who  remained  were  unfit  for  any  service,  having  broken  into 
the  spirit-room  and  made  themselves  drunk ;  some  of  them 
broke  into  the  purser's  room  and  helped  themselves  to  clothing; 
white  others,  by  previous  agreement,  took  possession  of  their 
dead  messmates'  property.  For  my  own  part,  I  was  content 
to  help  myself  to  a  little  of  the  officers'  provisions,  which  did 
me  more  good  than  could  be  obtained  from  rum.  What  was 
worse  than  all,  however,  was  the  folly  of  the  sailors  in  giv- 
ing spirit  to  their  wounded  messmates,  since  it  only  served  to 
aggravate  their  distress. 

<<Among  the  wounded  was  a  brave  fellow  named  Wells. 
After  the  surgeon  had  amputated  and  dressed  his  arm,  he 
walked  about  in  fine  spirits,  as  if  he  had  received  only  a 
slight  injury.  Indeed,  while  under  the  operation,  he  mani« 
fested  a  similar  heroism-*-observing  to  the  surgeon, '  I  have 
lost  my  arm  in  the  service  of  my  country ;  but  I  don't  mind 
it,  Doctor,  it's  the  fortune  o(  war.'  Cheerful  ahd  gay  as  he 
was,  he  soon  .died.  His  companions  gave  him  rum ;  he  was 
attacked  by  fever  and  (jied:  thus  his  messmates  actually 
killed  him  with  kindness. 

"  We  had  all  sorts  of  dispositions  and  temperaments  among 
our  crew.  To  me  it  was  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  watch 
their  various  manifestations.  Some  who  )iad  lost  their  mess- 
mates appeared  to  care  nothing  about  it,  while  others  were 
grieving  with  all  the  tenderness  of  women ;  of  these,  was 
the  survivor  of  two  seamen,  who  had  formerly  been  soldiers 
in  the  same  regiment ;  he  bemoaned  the  bss  of  his  comrade 
with  expressions  of  the  profoundest  grief.,  There  were,  also, 
two  boatswain's  mates,  named  Adams  and  Brown,  who  had 
been  messmates  for  several  years  in  the  same  ship.  Brown 
was  killed,  or  so  wounded  that  he  died  soon  after  the  battle. 
It  was  really  a  touching  spectacle  to  see  the  rough,  hardy 
features  of  the  brave  old  sailor  streaming  with  tears,  as  he 
picked  out  the  dead  body  df  his  friend  from  among  the 
wounded,  and  gently  carried  it  to  the  ship's  side,  saying  to 
the  inanimate  form  he  bore,  •  0,  Bill,  we  have  sailed  together 
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in  a  number  of  ships^  we  have  been  in  many  gales  and  some 
battles,  but  this  is  the  worst  day  I  have  seen !  We  must  now 
part !'  Here  he  dropped  the  body  into  the  deep,  and  then,  a 
firesh  torrent  of  tears  streaming  over  his  weather-beaten  face, 
he  added,  <  I  can  do  no  more  for  you.  Farewell !  God  be 
with  you!'  Here  was  an  instance  of  genuine  friendship, 
worth  more  than  the  heartless  professions  of  thousands,  who, 
in  the  fancied  superiority  of  their  elevated  position  in  the 
social  circle,  will  deign  nothing  but  a  silly  sneer  at  this  record 
of  a  sailor's  grief. 

'*  The  circumstance  was  rather  a  singular  one,  that  in  both 
the  contending  frigates  the  second  boatswain's  mate  bore  the 
name  of  William  Brown,  and  that  they  both  were  killed ;  yet 
such  was  the  fact. 

"  The  great  number  of  the  wounded  kept  our  surgeon  and 
his  mate  busily  employed  at  their  horrid  work  until  late  at 
night ;  and  h  was  a  long  time  before  they  had  much  leisure. 
I  remember  passing  around  the  ship  the  day  after  the  battle ; 
coming  to  a  hammock,  I  found  some  one  in  it,  apparently 
asleep.  I  spoke;  he  made  no  answer.  I  looked  into  the 
hammock;  he  was  dead.  My  messmates  coming  up,  we 
threw  the  corpse  overboard ;  that  was  no  time  for  useless  ce- 
remony. The  man  had  probably  crawled  to  his  hammock 
the  day  before,  and^  not  being  perceived  in  the  general  dis- 
tress, bled  to  death !    0,  War !  who  can  reveal  thy  miseries ! 

**  When  the  crew  of  the  United  States  first  boarded  our 
frigate,  to  take  possession  of  her  as  their  prize,  our  men, 
heated  with  the  fury  of  the  battle,  exasperated  with  the  sight 
of  their  dead  and  wounded  shipmates,  and  rendered  funous 
by  the  rum  they  had  obtained  from  the  spirit-room,  felt  and 
exhibited  some  disposition  to  fight  their  captors.  But  after 
the  confusion  had  subsided,  and  part  of  our  men  were  snugly 
stowed  away  in  the  American  ship,  and  the  remainder  found 
themselves  kindly  used  in  their  own,  the  utmost  good  feeling 
began  to  prevail.  We  took  hold  and  cleansed  the  ship,  using 
hot  vinegar  to  take  out  the  scent  of  the  blood  that  had  dyed 
the  white  of  our  planks  with  crimson.  We  also  took  hold 
and  aided  in  fitting  our  disabled  frigate  for  her  voyage.    This 
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being  accomplished,  both  ships  sailed  in  company  toward  the 
American  coast. 

**  I  soon  felt  myself  perfectly  at  hom^  with  the  American 
seamen ;  so  much  so,  that  I  chose  to  mess  with  them.  My 
shipmates  also  participated  in  similar  feelings,  in  both  ships. 
All  idea  that  we  had  been  trying  to  shoot  out  each  other's 
brains  so  shortly  before,  seemed  forgotten.  We  ate  together, 
drank  together,  joked,  sung,  laughed,  told  yarns ;  in  short,  a 
perfect  union  of  ideas,  feelings,  and  purposes,  seemed  to  exist 
among  all  hands. 

''A  corresponding  state  of  unanimity  existed,  I.  was  told, 
among  the  oflkers.  Commodore  Decatur  showed  himself  to 
be  a  gentleman  as  well  ad  a  hero  in  his  treatment  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Macedonian.  Wheii  Captain  Carden  offered  his 
sword  to  the  commodore,  remarkipg  as  he  did  so,  M  am  an 
undone  man;  I  am  the  first  British  naval  officer  that  has 
struck  his  flag  to  an  American  :'*  the*  noble  commodore  either 
refused  to  receive  the  sword,  or  immediately  returned  it, 
smiling  as  he  siud,  '  You  are  mistaken^  sir^  your  Guerriere 
has  been  taken  by  us,  and  the  flag  of  a  frigate  was  struck 
before  yours.'  This  somewhat  revived  the  spirits  of  the  old 
captain ;  but,  no  doubt,  he  still  felt  his  soul  stung  with  shame 
and  mortification  at  the  loss  of  his  ship.  Participating  as  he 
did  in  the  haughty  spirit  of  tlie  British  aristocracy,  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  feel  galled  and  wounded  to  the  quick,  in 
the  position  of  a  conquered  man." 


^^M»^^^^V^^<»»W^%/^%^^^<\^<»^»»^^^^»- 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Captain  Bainbridg^^CoDstittttion  captures  the  Britiah  Ship  of  War  Java— 
Briliah  Commaiidar  kiUed--8traBge  Conjectorea  as  to  the  Cauaaa  of  the  Sncoeaa 
of  the  Americana. 

^*The  hearts  of  his  brethren,  with  grfttitode  burning, 
Shall  b«at  to  the  nninbei*  which  weleome  the  brave." 

Another  brilliant  victory  distinguished  the  close  of  the 
year,  and  added  additional  lustre  to  the  American  navy, 
which  had  already  astonished  the  world  generally,  and  Great 
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Britain  particularly,  who  began  to  inquire  into  the  catues  of 
their  defeats. 

After  the  return  of  the  frigate  Constitution  to  Boston,  Cap- 
tain Hull  resigned  the  conunand  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
to  his  private  concerns,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Wil- 
liam Bainbridge.  Accompaiiied  by  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
the  Constitution  sailed,  towards  the  end  of  October,  on  a 
cruise  to  the  coast  of  South  America.  Oh  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, after  parting  with  the  Hornet,  which  was  left  to 
blockade  a  sloop  of  war  of  equal  force,  and  while  near  the 
Brazils,  two  sails  were  discovered,  one  of  which  bore  away, 
and  the  other  stood  fgr  the  American  frigate.  .The  enemy 
was  soon  discovered  M>  be  the  British  ship  of  war  Java,  of 
forty-nine  guns,  and  preparations  were  made  on  both  sides 
for  action.  At  two  P.  M.  the  action  commenced  with  great 
vigor,  the  enemy  keeping  at  long-shot ;  but  the  fire  of  the 
Constitution  was  directed  with  so  much  precision,  that  the 
Java  was  soon  disabled  in  her  spars  and  rigging,  and  Captain 
Bainbridge  havipg  taken  a  position  nearer  to  his  opponent, 
her  fire  was  completely  silenced  about  four  o'clock.  Con- 
cluding that  she  had  struck,  he  passed  ahead  to  repair  the 
rigging,  but  finding  shortly  afterwards  that  the  British  flag 
was  still  flying,  he  took  a  raking  position  on  her  bows,  and 
was  about  to  commence  a  destructive  fire,  when  the  enemy 
called  out  that  he  had  surrendered.  It  was  soon  perceived 
that  the  Java  had  been  fought  with  so  much  obstinacy  that 
she  was  n^  in  a  Condition  to  be  preserved  ds  a  trophy  of 
■American  victory,  and  Commodore  Bainbridge,  having  re 
moved  her  crew  and  stores,  destroyed  her  on  the  succeeding 
day.  The  loss  of  this  vessel  was  a  severe  blow  to  the.  British. 
She  was  commanded  by  Captain  Lambert,  an  oflicer  of  merit 
and  experience,  who  was  unfortunately  killed  during  the  ac- 
tion, and  had  on  board  one  hundred  supernumerary  seamen 
for  the  East  India  service,  besides  a  lieutenant-general,  and 
other  oflicers,  and  contained  also  stores  of  immense  v^lue. 
The  loss  of  men  was  exceedingly  great;  sixty  were  killed, 
and  upwards  of  one  hundred  wounded ;  while  on  board  the 
'Constitution  nine  only  were  killed,  and  twenty-five  were 
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wounded.  The  damage,  however,  received  by  the  latter,  and 
her  decayed  state,  rendered  it  necessary  for  her  to  return  to 
the  United  States.  After  landing  her  prisoners  at  St.  Salva- 
dor, on  parole,  she  arrived  in  Boston  on  the  8th  of  the  suc- 
ceeding month.  In  this,  as  well  aa  all  the  preceding  actions, 
the  difference  between  the  loss  of  men  on  board  the  vessels 
engaged  was  strikingly  conspicuous.  In  none  of  the  engage- 
ments between  the  English  and  their  European  antagonists, 
had  the  disproportion  been  so  manifest.  The  British  writers, 
astonished  at  the  result,  accounted  for  it  by  supposing  that 
riflemen  were  station^  in  the  tops  of  the  American  vessels, 
whereas  in  reality  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  great  skill  and 
experience  in  the  art  of  firing  possessed  by  the  Americans  of 
all  classes,  and  the  pains  that  had  been  taken  to  discipline 
them  in  the  use  of  the  great  guns.  If  the  bravery  of  the 
American  seamen  was  conspicuous  in  these  encounters,  their 
generosity  and  humanity  to  their  captives  were  not  less  strik- 
ingly evinced.  The  official  letters  of  the  British  officers  bore 
strong  testimony  to  tliis  fact ;  but  while  they  acknowledged 
the  delicacy  and  liberality  of  their  enemy,  they  were  not 
restrained  in  any  one  instance  by  similar  filings  from  exag- 
gerating the  force  of  the  American  and  diminishing  their  own. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Bloody  Action  at  the  liver  Riuam— Barbarity  of  Britiah  and  Indiana— Amarieaoa 
not  buiied—Expoaed  to  beaata  of  prey. 

«« He  feasts^bis  soul  on  meesagM  of  woe." 

Jauuary  22d,  1813,  a  bloody^  action  was  fought  at  theViver 
Raisin,  between  a  detachment  from  the  North-Western  army, 
exceeding  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  General  Win- 
chester, and  a  combined  force  of  British  and  Indians,  amount- 
ing to  one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  under  General  Proctor. 
Many  of  the  Americans  were  killed  and  wounded ;  among 
the  latter  was  General  Winchester.  The  remainder,  on  sur- 
rendering themselves  prisoners  of  war,  were  nearly,  all  inhu* 
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manly  massacred  by  the  Indians,  contrary  to  the  express  sti- 
pulations of  €reneral  Proctor. 

The  station  of  General  Harrison,  the  commander  of  the 
North- Western  army,  was  at  this  time  at  Franklinton.  Ge- 
neral Wiqchester  was  stationed .  at  fort  Defiance,  half-way 
between  fort  Wayne,  on  the  Miami,  and  Lake  Erie,  with 
eight  hundred  troops,  chiefly  young  men  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, from  Kentucky.  Learning  that  a  body  of  British  and 
Indians  was  about  to  concentrate  at  Frenchtown,  oh  the  river 
Raisin,  he  sent  a  detachment  to  protect  that  place.  Before 
the  arrival  of  the  detaqhment,  Frenchtown  was  occupied  by 
a  party  of  the  enemy^  but  they  were  dislodged  after  a  severe 
engagement,  in  which  the  Americans  had  twelve  killed,  and 
fifty-five  wounded. 

On  the  30th,  General  Winchester  joined  the  detachment  at 
Frenchtown,  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops,  and  on  the 
33d  the  battle  of  Raisin  was  fought.  After  a  desperate  con- 
flict, iQ  which  mfiny  on  both  sides  were  killed,  the  American^ 
surrendered,  with  the  express  stipulation  of  being  protected 
from  the  Indians. 

Contrary;  however,  to  these  stipulations,  the  savages  were 
permitted  to  indulge  their  ftill  thirst  for  blood.  The  tpma- 
hcLwk  was  mercilessly  buried  in  many  a  bosom,  and  the  scalp- 
ing-knife  wantonly  tbre  the  crovni  from  many  a  bead. 

Even  the  last  sad  rites  of  sepulture  were  forbidden  by 
their  murderers,  and  the  remains  of  these  brave  youth  of 
Kentucky  lay  on  the  ground,  beat  by  the  storms  <^  heaven, 
and  exposed  to  the  beai^ts  of  the  forest,  until  the  ensuing  au- 
tumn, when  their  friends  and  relations  ventured  to  gather  up 
their  bleaching  bones,  and  consigned  them  to  the  tomb. 
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Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  Hornet,  conquers  the  Britiah  Sloop  of  War  Peacock 
—Action  latu  only  fifteen  Minatea-'GenenMity  of  the  Americans. 

*^  0,  strike  up  the  harp  to  the  warrior  letuming 
From  the  toils  and  the  tempest  of  ocean's  roagh  ware.*' 

Aftbr  blockading  an  English  sloop  of  war  of  equal  force, 
^e  United  States  ship  Hornet  was  compelled,  by  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  seventy-four  gun-ship,  to  take  refuge  in  the  harbour 
of  St.  Salvador,  from  which  she  escaped  in  the  oight,  and 
continued  her  cruise.  Off  Demerara,  on  the  22d  of  February* 
her  commander.  Captain  Lawrence,  observed  a  large  Bian-K>f- 
war  brig  standing  towards  him.  The  Hornet  was  inmiedi- 
ately  cleared  for  action ;  and  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  five 
the  engagement  commenced  within  half  pistol-shot,  and  was 
terminated  in  fifteen  minutes  by  the  surrender  of  the  enemy, 
with  six  feet  water  in  her  hold.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  .of  twenty  guiis  and  two  swi- 
vels, with  one.  hundred  and  thirty  tnen.  Her  commander. 
Captain  Peake,  was  killed  at  the  close  of  the  action.  So 
severe  ha.d  been  the  fire  of  the  Hornet,  that  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  keep  theorize  afloat  until  all  her  crew  were  removed, 
although  the  most  strenuous  exertions  were  made  for  that 
purpose.  Nine  of  her  crew,  and  three  from  the  Hornet,  ^ho 
were  generously  endeavouring  to  save  them,  went  down  in 
her.  The  loss  of  the  British  in  this  action  was  very  ^vere ; 
of  the  Americans,  only  one  w^  killed  and  two  wounded. 
The  humanity  displayed  by  the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  towards 
their  prisoners,  was  as  honourable  to  them  as  their  bravery 
in  battle.  From  the  sudden  removal  of  the  latter,  they  were 
left  destitute  of  suitable  clothing;  and  the  fact  was  no  sooner 
made  known  to  the  American  seamen,  than  they  immediately 
divided  with  them  their  own  equipment,  while  the  public  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  captured  officers  showed  that  they  had 
received  an  equal  share  of  generosity  and  liberality. 

On  his  return  to  the  United  States,  Captain  Lawrence,  vtm 
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promoted  to  the  command  of  the  irigate  Chesa^ake,  then 
lying  in  the  harbour  pf  Boston. 


CHAPTER  X. 


1 


Amerusaiw  attack  York,  Capital  of  Upper  Caoada«-Daatb  of  Ganaral  Pik»*< 
AinehcaiiB'  push  forward  an^ 'succeed. 

''  The  Mwt  came  like  the  faiUng  of  a  mighty  oak  ia  the  st^lnesa  of  the 
woods.*'  , 

DuBiNo  the  winter,  which  had  now  passed,  Great  Britain 
sent  a  number  of  troops  to  HaHfaz,  aiKi  made  considerable 
preparations  lor  the  deC^BQe  of  Canada.  Similar  preparatimis 
had  been  ui^ged  by  the  American  government,  with  the  hope* 
of  completing  the  conquest  of  that  territory  before  the'close 
of  another  campaign. 

About  the  middle  of  April)  the  commander-in-chief,  Grene- 
ral  Dearborn,  determined  to  attack  York,  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada,  the  great  depository  of  British  miBtary  stores, 
whence  the  western- posts  were  supplied.  Accordingly,  .on 
the  37th,  a  successful  attkqk  was  made,  and  York  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Americans;  with  all  its  stores. 

The  ccmmiand  of  the  troops,  one  thousand  seven  hundred, 
detached  for  this  purpose,  wa»  given  to  Geiieral  Pike.  On 
the  SSth,  the  fleet,  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  moved  down 
the  lake,  with  the  troops  from  Sackett's  Harbour,  and,  on  the 
27th,  arrived  at  the  place  of  debarkation,  about  two  miles 
westward  from  York,  and  one  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's 
works.  The  Britisdit  consisting  of  about  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars,  and  five  hundred  Indians,  under  General  Sheaffe, 
attempted  to  oppose  the  lamding,  but  were  thrown  ^nto  disor- 
der, and  fled  to  their  garrison. 

General  Pike,  havmg  formed  his  meii,  proceeded  towards 
the  enemy's  fortifieatioas.  On  their  near  approach  to  the 
bamiM^ks,  about  sixty  rods  finxn  the  garrison,  an  explosion 
took  |dace  which  killed  about  one  hundred  of  the  Americans, 
among  whom  was  the  gallant  Pike. 
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•  Pike  lived  to  direct  his  troops,  for  a  moment  thrown  into 
disorder,  *'  to  move  on."  This  they  now  did  under  Colonel 
Pearce ;  and,  proceeding  towards  the  town,'  took  possession 
of  the  barracks.  On  approaching  it,  they  were  met  by  the 
ofllicers  of  the  Canada  militia  with  ofiers  of  capitulation.  At 
four  o'clock  the  troops  entered  the  town. 

The  loss  of  the  British,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  iifiy;  the  Andericans  lost,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  about  three,  hundred. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  spring,  the  war  continued 
along  the  Canada  line,  and  on  some  parts  of  the  sea-board ; 
but  nothing  important  was  iaichieved  by  either  power.  The 
Chesapeake  Bay  was  blopRad^  by  the  British,  and  predatory 
excursions,  by  their  troops,. were  made,  at  Havrende-Grace, 
Georgetown,  &c.  Several, villages  were  burnt,  and  much 
property  plundered  and  destroyed*  To  the  north  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, the  coast  was  not  exempt  from  the  effects  of  the 
w^.  A  strict  blockade  was. kept  up  at  New  York.  The 
American  frigt^tes  United  ^tatep  and  Mae^onian,  and  the 
sloop  Hornet,  attempted  to  sail  pn  a  cruise  from  that  port, 
about  the  beginning  of  May,  but  were  prevented.  ^  In  another 
attempt,  v'.ry  were  chased  into  New  London  harbour^  wJiere 
they  vfiur  » blockaded  by  a  A^i  under  Commodore  Hardy,  for 
many  months.  Fort  Greorge,  in  Canada^  was  taken  by  the 
Americans.  jSackett's  Harbour  was  attacked  by  one  thou- 
sand British,  who  were  repelled  with  considerable  losfs. 


CHAPTER   XI. 

Loss  of  the  Gbesapeake^Terrible  Caraage— Death  of  Lawrence^Buiied  at 
Halifax  by  the  Briti^  with  the  Honourd  of  War. 

"  Don't  give  up  the  ship." 

On  returning  to  this  country,-  after  his  victorious  career 
abready  recorded.  Captain  Lawrence  was  received  with  dis- 
tinction and  applause,,  and  various,  public  bodies  conferred  on 
him  peculiar  tokens  of  approbation.    While  absent,  the  rank 
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of  post-captain  ^had  been  conferred  on  him,  aiid  shortly  after 
his  return,  he  received  a  lettet  from*  the-  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  offering  him  the  commaiid  of  the  firigate  Constitution, 
provided  neither  Captains  Porter  nor  £ivans  applied  for  it, 
they  being  older  officers.  Captain  Lawrence  respectfully  de> 
elined  this  conditional  appointment  for  satisftctory  reasons, 
which  he  stated  to  the  Secretary.  He  then  received  an  un- 
conditional appointment  to  that  frigate,-  and  directions  to 
superintend  the  navy-yard  at  New  York  in  the  absence  of 
Captain  Ludlow.  The  next  day,  to  his  great  surprise  and 
chagrin,  he  received  counter-orders,  with  instructions  to' take 
command  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  then  tying  at  Boston, 
nearly  ready  fbr  sea.  This  appointment  was  particularly 
disagre^eable  to  him.  He  was  prejudiced  against  the  Chesa- 
peake, both  from  her  being  considered  the  worst  ship  in  our 
navy,  and  from  having  been  in  a  manner  disgraced  in  the 
affiiir  with  the  Leopaf d.  This  last  circumstance  had  acquired 
her  the  character  of  an  unlucky  ship — the  worst  of  stigmas 
among  sailors,  who  are'deyout  believers  in  good  and  bad  luck ; 
and  so  detrimental  was  it  to  this  vessel,  that  it  had  been  diffi- 
cult tcrecruit  crews  for  her.  ^ 

The  extreme-  repugnance  that  Captain  Lawrence  felt  to 
this  appointment)  induced  him  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  requesting  to  be  continued  in  the  command  of  the 
Hornet:  besides,  it  was  his  wish-  to  remain  some  short  time 
in  port,  and  .enjoy  a  little  repose  in  the  bosom  of  his  family; 
particularly  as  his  wife  was  in,  that  delicate  situation  that 
most  calte  forth  the  tendelrness  and  solicitude  of  an  affection- 
ate husband.  But  Ihou^  he  wrote  four  letters  to  the  secre- 
tary, he  never  received  an  answer,  and  was  obliged  reluc- 
tantly to  acquiesce.  ' 

(While  lying  in  Bostoi\  roads,  nearly  ready  for  siea,  the 
British  frigate  Shannon  appeared  off  the  harbour,  and  made 
Ngnals  expressive  of  a  challenge.  The  brave  Lawrence  im- 
mediately determined  on  accepting  it,  though  conscious  at 
the  time  of  the  great  disparity  between  the  two  ships.  The 
Shannon  was  a  prime  vessel,  equipped  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  for  the  express  purpo'se  of  combating  advantageously 
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ooe  of  our  largest  frigates.  She  had  aa  unusually  Dumorous 
crew  of  picked  men*  thocoiighly  disci|>ltDed  aod  /well  officered. 
She  was  commanded  by  Captain  Broke,  one  of  the  bravest 
and  ablest  officers  in  the  service,  who  fought  merely  for  r^Mi*- 
tation.      .  . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Chesapeake  was  an  indiflferent  ship, 
with  a  crew,  a  gr^at  part  of  whom  were  newly  recruited, 
and  not  brought  into  a  proper  discifdine.  They  were  stran- 
gers to  their  commander,  who  had  not  had  time  to  produce 
that  perfect  subordination,  yet  strong  personal  attachment, 
which  he  Jiad  the  talent  of  creating  wherever  he  commanded. 
His  first-lieutenant  was.  sick  on  'shore;  the  other  ofteers, 
though  meritorious,  wei;e  young  men ;  two  of  tham  mere  act- 
ing lieutenants ;  most  of  them  recently  appointed  to  the  ship, 
and  unacquainted  with  the  men. 

The  most  earnest  endeavours  were  used,^  by  Commodore 
Bainbridge  and  other  gentlemen,  to  dissuade  Captain  Law- 
rence from  what  was  considered  a  rash  and  unneoessary  ex- 
posure. He  felt  and  acknowledged  the  force  of  their  reasons, 
but  persisted  in  his  determination.  '  He  was  peculiarly  situ- 
ated :  he  had  formerly  challenged  the  Bonne  Citoyeone,  and 
should  be  decline  a  similar  challenge,  it  might  subject  him  to 
sneers  and  misrepresentations.  Among  the  other  unfortunate, 
circumstances  that  attended  this  ill-starred  battle,  was  the 
delay  of  a  written  challenge  from  Captain  Broke,  which  did 
not  arrive  until  after  Captain  I^awrence  had  sailed.  It  is 
stated  tahavje  been  couched  in  the  most  bland  and  courteous 
language ;  minutely  detailing  the  tordb  of  his  ship ;  and  offsr- 
ing,  if  the  Cbesupeabe  should  not  be  completely  prepared,  to 
cruise  off  and  on  till  such  tinfe  as  she  made^  specified  signal 
of  being  ready  for  the  conflict.  It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted 
that  Captain  Lawrence  did  not  receive  that  gallant  challenge, 
as  it  would  hav^  given  him  time  to  put  his  ship  in  propi^r 
order,  and  spared  him  the  oeceasity  of  hurrying  out  in  his 
unprepared  condition,  to  so  formal  and  momentous  aa  en- 
counter. 

After  getting  the  skip  under  wi^,  he  called  the  crew  toga- 
ther,  and  having  ordered  the  white  flag  to  be  hoisted,  bearing 
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the  inotto> ''  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  be,  according  to 
custom,  made  them  a  short  harangue.  While  hfd  was  speak- 
ing, several  murmurs  were  heard,  and  strong  symptoms  of 
dissatisfaction  appeared  in  the  manners  and  countenances  of 
the  crew.  After  he  had  finished,  a  scoundrel  Portuguese,  who 
was  boats wain's-mate,  and  acted  as  spokesman  tip  the  mur- 
murerSs.replied  to  Captain J^wrence  in  an  insolent  manner, 
complainipg,  amoftg  other  things,  that  they^had.  not  been  paid 
their  prize-money,  which  had  been  due  for' some  time  past. 

The  critical  nature  of  the  monient,  and  his  ignorance  of  the 
dispositions  and  characters  of  his  cre^y,  would  not  allow  Ca^ 
tain  Lawrence  to  notice  such  dastardly  and^  mutinous  conduct 
in  the  inanner  it  deservied.  He  dared  not  thwart  the  humours 
of  men,  over  whose  aflfecticms  he  had  not  had  time  to  acquire 
any  influence;  he  therefore  ordered  the  purser  to  take  them 
below  and  give  them  checks  for  their  priz^^money,  which  was 
accordingly  flone. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  oi  June  that  the  Chesa- 
peake put  to  sea.  The  Shannon,  on  seeing  her  ccrnie  out, 
bore  away,  and  the  other  followed.-  .At  4  P.  M.  the  Chesa- 
peake hauled  up  and  fired  a  gun ;  the  Shannon  then  hovcrto. 
The  vessels  manoeuvred  in  silence  till  within  pistol-^bot,  when 
the  Shannon  opened  her  fire,  and  both  vessels,  almost  at  the 
same  moment^  poured  forth  tremendous  broadsides.  The  exe- 
cution in  both  ships  was  terrible,  but  the  fire  of  the  Shannon 
was  peculiarly  fatal,  not  only  making  great  slaughter  among 
the  men,  but  cutting  down  some  of  the  most  valuable  officers. 
The  yery  first  shot  killed  Mr.  White,  sailing-master  of  the 
Chesiqpeake^  an  excellent  officer,  whose  loss  at  such  a  mo- 
ment was  disastrous  in  the  extreme.  The  fourth-lieutenant, 
Mr.  BaHard,  received  also  a  mortiil  wound  in  this  broadside, 
and  at  the  same  moment  Captain  Lawrence  was  shot  through 
the  leg  with  a  musket-ball ;  he  however  supported  himself  on 
the  companion-way  and  continued  to  give  his  orders  with  his 
usual  coolness.  About  three  broadsides  were  exchanged, 
which;  from  the  closeness  of  the  ships,  were  dreadfully  de- 
structive. The  Chesapeake  had  three  men  shot  fit>ii>  her  helm 
successively,  each  taking  it  as  the  other  fell ;  this  of  course 
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produced  irregularity  in  the  steering,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  her  andhor  caught  in  one  of  the  Shannon's  after- 
ports.  She  was  thus  in  a  position  where  her  guns  could  not 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  while  the  latter  was  en- 
abled to  fire  raking  shots  from  her  foremost  guns,  which  swept 
the  upper  decks  of  the  Chesapeake,  killing  or  wounding  the 
greater  portion  of  the  men.  A  hand-grenade  was  thrown  on 
the  quarter-dfeck,  which  set  fire  to  some  tnusket-cartridges, 
but  did  no  other  damage. 

In  this  state  of  carnage  and  exposure,  about  twenty  of  the 
Shannon's  men,  seeing  a  favourable  opportunity  for  boarding, 
without  waiting  for  orders,  jumped  on  the  deck  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. Captain  Lawrence  had  scarcely  time'to  call  his  board- 
ers, when  he  received  a  second  and  mortal  wound  from  a 
musket-ball, 'which  lodged  in  his  Intestines.  Lieutenant  Cox, 
who  commanded  the  seicond  division,  rushed  up  at  the  call  for 
the  boarders,  but  came  just  in  time  to  receive  his  falling  com- 
mander. He-  was  in  the  act  of  carrying  Mm  below,  when 
Captain  Broke,  accompanied  by  his  first-lieutenant,  and  fol- 
lowed by  his  regular  boarders,  sprung  on  board  the  Chesa- 
petike.  The  brave  L&wrehce  saw  the  overwhelming  danger ; 
hfs  last  words,  as  he  wan  borne  bleeding  from  the  deck,  were, 
**  Don't  give  up  the  ship !"    ^ 

'  Samuel  Livermbre,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  who,  from  personal 
attachment  to  Captain  Lawrence,  had' accompanied  him  in 
this  cruise  as  chaplain,  attenipted  to  revenge  his  fall.  He 
sh6t  at  Captain  Broke,  but  missed  him :  the  latter  made  a  cut 
at  his  head,  which  Livermore  warded  off;  but,  in  so  doing, 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm.  The  only  oflUcer  that 
now  remained  on  the  upper  deck  was  Lieutenant  Ludlow, 
who  was  so  entirely  weakened  and  disabled  by  repeated 
wounds,  received  early  in  the  action,  as  to  be.  in<^at)able  of 
personal  resistance.  The  confparatively  srtiall  number  of 
men,  therefore,  that  survived  on  the  upper  decks,  having  no 
officer  to  head -them,  the  British  succeeded  in  securing  com- 
plete possession' before  those  from  below  could  rally.  Lieu- 
tenant Budd,  who  had  commanded  the  first  division  below, 
being  informed  of  the  danger,  hastened  up  with  some  men, 
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but  was  orerpowered  by  superior  numbers,  and  cut  down 
immediately.  Great  embarrassment  took  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  officers  being  unacquainted  with  the  crew.  In 
one  instance,  in-  particular.  Lieutenant  Cox,  on  mounting  the 
decky  joined  a  party  of  the  enemy,  through  misitake,  and  was 
made  sensible  of.  his  error  by  their  cutting  at  him  with  their 
sabres. 

While  this .  scene  of  havoc  and  confusion  was  going  on 
above,  Captain  Lawrence,  who  was  lying  in  the  ward-room 
in  excruciating  pain,  hearing  the  firing  cease,  forgot  the  an- 
guish of  his  wounds ;  having  no  officer  near  him,  he  6rdered 
the  surgeon  to  hasten  on  deck,  aiid  tell  the  officers  to  fight  on 
to  the  last*  and  neve^  to  strike  the  colours ;  adding,  *^  they 
shall  wave  while  I  live."  The  fate  of  the  battle,  however, 
was  decided.  Finding  all  farther  resistance  vain,  and  a  mere 
waste  of  life.  Lieutenant  Ludlow  gave  up  the  ship;  after 
which,  he  received  a  sabre  wound  in  the'  head,  firom  one  of 
the  Shannon's  crew,  which  fractured  his  skull,  and  ultimately 
proved  mortal.  He  was  one  of  the  most  promising  officers  of 
his  age  in  the  service,  higl^ly  esteemed  for  his  professional 
talents,  and  beloved  for  the  generous  qualities  that  adorned 
his  private  charafcter. 

Thus  terminated  one  of  the  most  remarkable  combats  on 
navaK record.  From  the  peculiar  accidents  that  attended  it, 
the  battle  was  short,  desperate,  and  bloody.  So  long  as  the 
cannonading  continued,  the  Chesapeake  is  said  to  have  clearly 
had  the  advantage ;  and  had  the  ships  not  run  foul,  it  is  pro- 
bable she  would  have  captured  the  Shannon.  Though  con- 
siderably damaged  in  her  uppcrwbrks,  and  pierced  with  some 
shotrhoies  in  her  hull,  yet  she  had  sustained  no  injury  to  affect 
her  safety ;  whereas  the  Shannon  had  received  several  shots 
between  wind  and  water,  and,  consequently,  could  not  have 
sustained  the  action  long.  The  havoc  on  lK)th  sides  was 
dreadful ;  but  ta  the  singular  circumstance  of  having  every 
officer  on  the  upper  deck  either  killed  or  wounded,  early  in 
the  action,  may  chiefly  be  attributed  the  loss  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. 

The  two  ships,  presented  dismal  spectacle*^  after  the  battle. 
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Crowded  with  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  they  resembled 
floajting  hospitals,  sending  forth  groans  at  every  roll.  The 
brave  Broke  lay  delirious  from  a  wound  in  the  head,  whidi 
he  is  said  to  have  received  while  endeavouring  to  prevent  the 
slaughter  of  some  of  our  men  ^bo  had  sorteadered.  In  his 
raticmal  intervals,  he  always  spcke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
courage  and  skill  of  Lawrence,  and  the  **  gallant  and  masterly 
style"  in  which  be  brott^<tbe  Chesapeake  into  action* 

The  wounds  of  Captain  Lawrence  rendered  it  impossible 
to  remove  him  after  the  battle,  and  his  cabin  being  very  much 
shattered,  he  remained-  in  the  ward-room.  Here  he  lay,  at- 
tended by  his  own  surgeon,  and  surround^  by  his  brave  and 
suffering  officers.  He  made  no  comment,  nor  indeed  was  he 
heard  to  utter  a  word,  exeept  to  make  such  sinq>le  requests 
as  his  necessities  required.  In  this  way  he  lingered  throughr 
four  days,  in  extreme  bodily  pain,  and  then  expired^ 

His  body  was  wrapped  in  the  colours  of  his  ship,  and 
buried.by  the  British  at  Halifax,  With  the  honours  of  war. 
Thenpe  it  was  removed  by  his  friencb  to  Salem,  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  it  received  the  most  particular  respect,  and  was 
again  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where  it  was  buried 
with  the  honours  of  war^  ^ 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  be  was  but  -thirty-^two  years  old, 
nearly  sixteen  of  which  had  been  honouraUy  expended  in 
the  service  of  his  country.  He  was  a  disciplinarian  of  the 
highest  order,  producing  perfect  obedience  and  subordination 
without  severity.  His  men  became  zealously  devoted  to  him, ' 
and  ready  to  do  through  aflSsction  what  severity  would  have 
never  compelled.  He  was  scrupulously  correct  in  his  prin- 
ciples, delicate  in  his  sCQse  of  honour;  and  to  his  extreme 
jealousy  of  r^utation  he  fell  a  victim,  in  daring  an  ill-matched 
encounter,  which  prudence  would  have  justtfed  him  in  de- 
clining. In  battle,  where  his  lofty  and  commanding  person 
made  him  conspicuous,  the  calm,  collected  courage,  and  ele- 
vated tranquillity  which  he  maintained  in  the  midst  of  peril, 
imparted  a  confidence  to  every  bosom.  In  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory he  was  moderate  and  unassuming ;  towards  the  van- 
quished he  was  gentle,  generous,  and  humane. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Capmie  of  the  United  StatM  Sloop  Argiu— Gamed  to  Bnglrnd,  whon  lior 
GoDiDiander  died. 

^  V^hen  sorrowg  come,  they  come  not  single  spies, 
But  in  battalions  !'^— JSTaifOeC. 

Thx  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake  was 
received  in  England  with  jgreat  rejoicing.  The  victory  of 
Captain  Broke  was  considered  as  establishing  the  maritime 
superiority  of  that  nation,  which  preceding  events  had  some- 
what shaken,  and  the  honours  showered  upon  that  officer 
evinced  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed.  The  result  of  an- 
other engagement,  which  took  place  not  long  afterwards, 
tended  to  confirm  this  impression.  The  United  States  sloop 
of  war  Argus,  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Wil- 
liam Henry^  Allen,,being  on  a  cruise  in  the  Britidi  channel, 
fell  in  with  the  British  sloop  of  war  Pelican,  of  somewhat 
superior  force,  which  had  been  fitted  out  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  her.  The  action,  which  took  place  on 
the  14th  of  August,  was  maintained  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
with  great  ardour  on  both  sides,  when  the  captain  and  first- 
lieutenant  of  the  Argus  being  severely  wounded,  and  many 
of  her  seamen  disabled,  her  rigging  shot  away,  and  the  enemy 
about  to  board,*  her  flag  was  struck  by  the  remaining  officers. 
She  was  carried  into  England,  where  her  commander  shortly 
afterwards  died.  He  had  been  first^li^utenant  of  the  United 
States  at  the  capture  of  the  Macedonian,  and  bore  a  high 
character  in  the  naval  service. 


M/^^^«MM^A^^IMAA^»«MMMMMMA^NA^N/^%^^^^ 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


Capture  of  the  Boxer  by  the  fintenvise— Death  of  their  respective  Commanders 
— Capi^iire  of  the  Domioica  by  ther  PriTateer  Deoatvr— Cnise  of  the  Prerilent. 

'*  The  wounds  he  leeeived,  for  his  oountiy  eontending, 
The  hardships  endured— 4hall  they  e'er  be  forgot !'' 

Thx  tide  of  success  appeared  now  to  set  in  favour  of  the 
British ;  but  shortly  after  the  capture  of  the  Argus,  an  en- 
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gagement  took  place  which  added  fresh  honour  to  the  Ameri- 
can flag.  The  United  States  brig  Enterprise,  of  sixteen  guns, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Burrows,  sailed  from  Portsmouth 
on  the  Ist  of  September.  On  the  4th,  a  vessel  of  war  was 
discovered,  which  stood  for  her,  having  four  ensigns  hoisted. 
After  a  warm  action  of  forty  minutes,  the  enemy  ceased  firing, 
and  surrendered.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  armed  brig 
Boxer,  of  sixteen  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  BIythe,  who 
was  killed  early  in  the  action.  She  was  admirably  prepared 
for  the  contest,  and  her  colours  were  nailed  to  the  mast  pre- 
vious to  the  engagement.  The  gallant  commander  of  the 
Enterprise  received  a  mortal  wound  about  the  same  time  that 
his  antagonist  fell,  but  refused  to  quit  the  deck  until  the 
sword  of  the  British  commander  was  brought  to  him,  when, 
clasping  it  in  his  hands,  he  exclaimed,  **  I  die  contented,"  and 
soon  afterwards  expired.  The  bodies  of  the  two  commanders 
were  interred  at  Portland  at  the  same  time,  with  every  mark 
of  respect  that  can  be  shown  to  the  remains  of  brave  and 
honourable  men. 

The  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  continued, 
during  this  year,  to  harass  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and 
carried  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe  proofs  of  American 
skill  and  enterprise.  Perhaps  no  instance  in  the  annals  of 
national  warfare  can  be  pointed  out  of  a  more  desperate  ac- 
tion than  that  fought  by  the  privateer  Decatur,  of  seven  guns 
and  one  hundred  and  three  men,  with  the  British  government 
schooner  Dominica,  of  fifteen  guns  and  eighty-eight  men. 
After  a  well-sustained  action  of  two  hours,  the  latter  was 
carried  by  boarding.  The  combat  was  maintained  on  her 
deck  for  a  considerable  time,  Mrhen  her  captain  and  most  of 
her  officers  and  crew  being  disabled,  her  colours  were  struck 
by  the  crew  of  the  Decatur.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the 
crew  of  the  Dominica  fought  with  uncommon  bravery  and 
firmness.  Sixty  men,  and  every  officer,  with  the  exception 
of  the  surgeon  and  one  midshipman,  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  enterfMrise  of  Commodore  Rodgers  was  displayed  in  a 
cruise  of  five  months,  in  the  frigate  President,  which  termi> 
nated  on  the  26th  of  September,  without  any  material  sue- 
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cess.  The  United  States  and  Macedonian  had  Iain  in  the 
harbour  of  New  York  uotil  the  beginning  of  May,  without 
being  able  to  get  to  sea.  About  that  period  they  made  an 
ineflfectual  attempt  to  pass  the  blockading  squadron,  in  com- 
pany with  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet.  The  vigilance  of  the 
enemy  (whose  superior  force  rendjered  any  contest  hopeless) 
obliged  them  to  put  into  the  port  of  New  London,  where 
they  were  compelled  to  continue  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Preparctions  on  Ltke  Erie— Perry's  gaU^t  Comduct— His  brilliant  Victory^ 
Importance  of  this  Victory  to  America— Official  Account,  of  the  Battle—Cooper's 
Account  of  it. 

"  When  Gr^k  meets  Greek,  then  comes  the  tug  of  war." 

'*  We  hare  met  the  eaemy,  and  they  are  ours,'' 

''Fill  high  the  cup; 
And  let  the  kettle  to  the  trumpet  speak, 
The  trumpet  to  the  cannoneer  without, 
Tlve  cannon  to  the  heavens — ^thc  heaven  to  earth." 

DuRDTG  these  occurrences  on  the  sea-board,  important  pre- 
parations had  been  made  for  decisive  measures  to  the  west- 
ward, and  the  general  attention  was  now  turned,  with  great 
anxiety,  towards  the  movements  of  the  North-western  army, 
and  the  fleet  under  command  of  Commodore  Perry,  on  lake 
Erie. 

This. anxiety,  not  long  after,  was,  in  a  measure,  dispelled 
by  a  decisive  victory  of  the  American  fleet  over  that  of  the 
British,  on  lake  Erie,  achieved,  after  a  long  and  desperate 
conflict,  on  the  10th  of  September.. 

The  necessity  of  possessing  a  strong  force  on  lake  Erie, 
had  been  strenuously  urged  to  the  government  by  General 
Hull,  even  before  the  declaration  of  war ;  and  it  was  evident 
to  the  meanest  apprehensions,  that  it  would  be  diflicult  to 
retain  the  position  at  Detroit,  and  much  more  to  attempt  the 
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invasion  of  Canada,  with  any  prospect  of  success,  while  the 
enemy  had  command  of  its  waters.  There  appears*  never* 
theless,  to  have  been  a  very  censurable  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  administration,  in  not  taking  measures  sufficiently 
early  to  eflfi^t  this  purpose.  The  earnest  representations  of 
General  Harrison,  however,  at  length  awakened  them  to  a 
proper  sense  of  its  necessity.  In  the  month  oi  March,  the 
building  of  two  brigs  and  several  schooners  was  commenced 
at  the  port  of  Erie,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Perry  of 
the  navy,  and  continued  with  great  activity  until  the  20th  of 
July,  when  the  enemy's  squadron  appeared  off  the  town,  with 
an  apparent  intention  of  attacking  it ;  but  finding  prepara- 
tions made  for  defence,  soon  afterwards  retired.  The  equip- 
ment of  the  vessels  being  completed,  they  were  launched  on 
the  3d  of  August,  and  buoyed  over  the  bar  in  presence  of, 
and  without  molestation  from  the  enemy,  who  then  returned 
to  Maiden,  to  await  the  completion  of  a  large  ship,  then  build- 
ing. Having  received  his  complements  of  sailors,  and  being 
joined  by  a  company  of  infantry  and  some  volunteers,  who 
acted  as  marines,  Commodore  Perry  sailed  in  quest  of  the 
British  squadron,  which  he  found  lying  in  the  harbour  of 
Maiden,  augmented  by  the  launching  of  their  new  vessel. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  September,  the  enemy's 
vessels  were  discovered  standing  out  of  the  port  of  Maiden, 
with  the  wind  in  their  favour.    They  consisted  of— - 


Oaat, 

Ship  Detroit 19  . 

Queen  Charlotte 17  . 

Sehr.  Lady  Prevoet 13  . 

Brig  Hunter 10  . 

Sloop  Little  Belt 3 

Chippewa 1 

In  all  63  guns,  4  howitsers,  and  3  swivels, 
squadron  was  composed  of— - 

gum. 

Brig  Lawrence 30 Com.  Peny. 

"    Niagara 20 Capt  Elliott 

"    Caledonia 3 Lieut.  Turner. 

Sehr.  Ariel 4 _-.........» 

**    Soorpion 9 


3 Com.  Barclay. 

1   Capt  Finnis. 

1  Lieut.  Buchan. 

0 

0 

3  swivels..  — — — — — 

The  American 
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guns. 

Schr.  Somen 2 2  swivels.  

Sloop  Trippe I   

*'     Tigiess 1  

"     Porcupine 1   ■    ■ 

In  all  54  guns  2  swivels. 

At  ten. o'clock,  the  wind  changed,  00  as  to  give  the  latter 
the  weather-gage.  OMomodore  Perry  then  ibnned  his  line 
of  battle,  and  bore  down  upon  the  enemy.  At  a  few  minutes 
belbre  twelve,  the  action  oommeQced  by  a  heavy  and  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  Lawrence,  from  the  Detroit  and  Queen 
Charlotte,  which  she  was  unabb  to  return,  in  consequence  of 
possessing  only  carronades.  The  lightness  of  the  wind  pre- 
venting the  remainder  of  the  American  squadron  from  getting 
up,  she  was  compelled  to  sustain  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  vea« 
sels  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  when,  having  lost  a  great 
number  of  men*  and  most  <tf  her  guns  and  rigging  being  dis- 
abled, it  was  evident  she  must  soon  surrender.  The  fate  of 
the  day  appeared  already  decided,  when  Conamodore  Perry, 
with  singular  gallantry  and  enterprise,  resolved  upon  a  mea- 
sure which  retrieved  bis  doubtful  fortunes.  Leaving  his  ship, 
(the  Lawrence,)  he  passed  in  an  open  boat  to  the  Niagara, 
which  a  lucky  increase  of  wind  had  enabled  Captain  Elliott 
to  bring  up.  The  latter  officer  now  volunteered  to  carry  the 
smaller  vessels  into  action^  while  Commodore  Perry,  with  the 
Niagara,  bore  up  and  passed  through  the  enemy's  line,  pour* 
ing  into  the  ships  on  each  side  a  most  destructive  fire.  The 
American  schooners  and  gun-boats,  having  soon  afterwards 
got  within  a  suitable  distance,  opened  a  heavy  and  well- 
directed  cannonade  upon  their  opponents,  and,  after  a  short 
contest,  the  whole  British  squadron  surrendered. 

The  enemy,  not  having  been  able  to  take  possession  of  the 
Lawrence,  whose  colours  had  been  struck  soon  after  Commo- 
dore Perry  left  her,  she  again  hoisted  them  before  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  conflict. 

Never  was  a  victory  more  complete,  and  more  glorious  to 
the  victors,  than  this.  The  American  vessels  were  infeiior 
in  force  to  their  opponents ;  the  number  of  men  on  board  the 
latter  was  greater ;  the  American  officers  had  never  witnessed 
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the  manceuvring  of  a  squadron,  while  the  British  commander 
had  acquired  experience  under  the  eye  of  Lord  Nelson ;  and 
yet  not  one  vessel  of  the  enemy  was  left  to  bear  the  tidings 
of  defeat.  The  surrender  of  the  flag-ship  of  a  squadron  has 
in  former  engagements  generally  decided  the  fate  of  the  battle ; 
here,  although  it  made  the  force  of  the  enemy  superior  by 
thirty-three  guns,  it  only  served  to  animate  the  Americans  to 
new  and  more  desperate  exertions.  The  result  of  the  en- 
gagement was  attributed  by  the  British  commander  to  a  defi- 
ciency of  competent  seamen,  to  the  unprecedented  loss  of 
ofiicers  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  Detroit,  and  to  the 
superior  weight  of  metal  on  board  the  American  vessels. 
The  loss  of  men,  however,  on  each  side,  was  pretty  nearly 
equal.  Of  the  British,  three  officers  and  thirty-eight  men 
were  killed,  and  nine  ofiicers  and  eighty-five  men  wounded. 
Of  the  Americans,  three  ofiicers  and  twenty-four  men  killed, 
and  four  ofiicers  and  ninety-two  men  wounded.  Among  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy,  was  Commodore  Barclay,  who  was 
compelled  to  quit  the  deck  of  his  vessel. 

The  following  is  the  ofiicial  account  of  the  battle.  Copy 
of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Perry  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

'« (J.  S.  Schooner  Ariel,  Pat-iir-Bay,  13th  Sept,  1813. 

''  Sir, — In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  we  had  captured  the 
enemy's  fleet  on  this  lake.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  give 
you  the  most  important  particulars  of  the  action.  On  the 
morning  of  the  10th  inst.,  at  sunrise,  they  were  discovered 
from  Put-in-Bay,  where  I  lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron 
under  my  command.  We  got  under  weigh,  the  wind  light  at 
S.  W.,  and  stood  for  him.  At  10  A.  M.,  the  wind  hauled  to 
S.  E.  and  brought  us  to  windward :  formed  the  line  and  bore 
up.  At  15  minutes  before  12,  the  enemy  commenced  firing; 
at  5  minutes  before  13,  the  action  commenced  on  our  part. 
Finding  their  fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns, 
and  its  being  mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  I  made  sail 
and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow,  for  the  purpose  of 
closing  with  the  enemy.  Every  brace  and  bow-line  being 
soon  shot  away,  she  became  unmanageable,  notwithstanding 
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the  great  exertions  of  the  sailing-master.  In  this  situation, 
she  sustained  the  action  upwards  of  two  hours  within  canis- 
ter distance,  until  every  gun  was  rendered  useless,  and  the 
greater  part  of  her  crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding 
she  could  no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Yarnall,  who,  I  was  convinced  from  the  bravery 
already  displayed  by  him,  would  do  what  would  comport 
with  the  honour  of  the  flag.  At  half-past  two,  the  wind 
springing  up,  Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel, 
the  Niagara,  gallantly  into  close  action ;  I  inmiediately  went 
on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated  my  wish  by  volunteer- 
ing to  bring  the  schooners,  which  had  been  kept  astern  by 
the  lightness  of  the  wind,  into  close  action.  It  was  with  un- 
speakable pain  that  I  saw,  soon  after  I  got  on  board  the  Nia- 
gara, the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come  down,  although  I  was 
perfectly  sensible  that  she  had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and 
that  to  have  continued  to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would 
have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of  her  brave 
crew«  But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to  take  possession  of  her, 
and  circumstances  soon  permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted. 
At  45  minutes  past  two,  the  signal  was  made  for  **  close 
action." — The  Niagara  being  very  little  injured,  I  determined 
to  pass  through  the  enemy's  line,  bore  up  and  passed  ahead 
of  their  two  ships  and  a  brig,  giving  a  raking  fire  to  them 
from  the  starboard  guns,  and  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop, 
from  the  larboard  side,  at  half  pistol-shot  distance.  The 
smaller  vessels  at  this  time  having  got  within  grape  and  can- 
ister distance,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Elliott,  and 
keeping  up  a  well-directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  a 
schooner  surrendered,  a  schooner  and  a  sloop  making  a  vain 
attempt  to  escape. 

''  Those  officers  and  men  who  were  immediately  under  my 
observation,  evinced  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  all  the  others  conducted  themselves  as  became 
American  officers  and  seamen.  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  first  of 
the  Lawrence,  although  several  times  wounded,  refused  to 
quit  the  deck.  Midshipman  Forrest  (doing  duty  as  lieutenant) 
and  sailing-master  Taylor,  were  of  great  assistance  to  me.   I 
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have  great  pain  in  stating  to  you  the  death  of  Lieutenant 
Brock,  of  the  marines,  and  Midshipman  Lamb,  both  of  the 
Lawrence,  and  Midshipman  John  Clarke,  of  the  Scorpion : 
they  were  valuable  and  promising  officers.  Mr.  Hambleton, 
purser,  who  volunteered  his  services  on  deck,  was  severely 
wounded  late  in  the  action.  Midshipmen  Claxton  and  Swart- 
wout,  of  the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded.  On  board 
of  the  Niagara,  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Edwards,  and  Mid- 
diipman  Webster,  (doing  duty  as  sailing-master,)  behaved  in 
a  very  handsome  manner.  Captain  Brevoort,  of  the  army, 
who  acted  as  a  volunte^  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  officer, 
en  board  of  that  vessel,  is  an  excellent  and  brave  officer,  and 
with  his  musketry  did  great  execution.  Lieutenant  Turner, 
conunanding  the  Caledonia,  brought  that  vessel  into  action  in 
the  most  able  manner,  and  is  an  officer  that  in  all  situations 
may  be  relied  on.  The  Ariel,  Lieutenant  Packet,  and  Scor- 
pion, Sailing-master  Champlin,  were  enabled  to  get  early  into 
action,  and  were  of  great  service.  Captain  Elliott  speaks  in 
the  highest  terms  of  Magrath,  purser^  who  had  been  de- 
spatched in  a  boat  on  service  previous  to  my  getting  on  board 
the  Niagara ;  and,  being  a  seaman,  since  the  action  has  ren- 
dered essential  service  in  taking  charge  of  one  of  the  priaes. 
Of  Captain  Elliott,  already  so  well  known  to  the  government, 
it  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  speak.  In  this  action  he 
evinced  his  characteristic  bravery  and  judgment,  and,  since 
the  close  of  the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able  and  essen- 
tial assistance. 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  relative  force  of 
the  squadrons.  The  captain  and  first-lieutenant  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  and  first-lieutenant  of  the  Detroit,  were  killed. — 
Captain  Barclay,  senior  officer,  and  the  commander  of  the 
Lady  Prevost,  severely  wounded.  Their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain ;  it  must,  how* 
ever,  have  been  very  great. 

"  Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,   •  0.  H.  Pbut. 

*«T%e  Hob.  Willum  Jomis,  Seer*y  efthe  ifovy.'* 
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The  following  account  of  this  battle  by  Mr.  Cooperi  which 
led  to  a  libel-suit  and  so  much  litigation,  in  which  the  author 
sustained  himself,  must  be  interesting  to  the  reader.  It  will 
instruct  while  it  gratifies  his  curiosity  after  hearing  so  much 
from  it ;  and,  as  the  author  can  have  no  objections  to  have  it 
circulated,  we  give  it  entire. 

"  The  manner  in  which  the  service  commenced  on  the  up- 
per lakes,  has  been  already  mentioned,  but  it  will  connect  the 
narrative  to  make  a  short  recapitulation.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that,  late  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  Lieutenant  Elliott  had 
been  sent  to  the  foot  of  Erie  to  contract  for  some  schooners. 
He  was  soon  after  recalled  to  Ontario,  and  succeeded  in  com- 
mand by  Lieutenant  Angus.  Not  long  after  the  landing  at 
Erie,  Mr.  Angus  returned  to  the  sea-board,  and  Lieutenant 
Pettigrew%  for  a  short  time,  was  in  command.  In  the  course 
of  the  winter,  Captain  O.  H.  Perry,  then  a  young  master  and 
commander  at  the  head  of  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  finding  no  immediate  prospect  of  getting 
to  sea  in  a  sloop  of  war,  volunteered  for  the  lake  service. 
Captain  Perry  brought  on  with  him  a  number  of  officers,  and 
a  few  men,  and  Commodore  Chauncey  gladly  availed  himself 
of  the  presence  of  an  oflUcer  of  his  rank,  known  spirit  and 
zeal,  to  send  him  on  the  upper  lakes,  in  command,  where  he 
arrived  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  From  this  time,  until 
the  navigation  opened.  Captain  Perry  was  actively  employed, 
under  all  the  embarrassments  of  his  frontier  position,  in  or- 
ganizing and  creating  a  force,  with  which  he  might  contend 
with  the  enemy  for  the  mastery  of  those  important  waters. 
Two  large  brigs,  to  mount  20  guns  each,  were  laid  down  at 
Presque  Isle,  and  a  few  gun-vessels  or  schooners,  were  also 
commenced.  The  spring  passed  in  procuring  guns,  shot,  and 
other  supplies,  and,  as  circumstances  allowed,  a  draft  of  men 
would  arrive  from  below,  to  aid  in  equipping  the  different 
vessels.  As  soon  as  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Chauncey 
appeared  off  the  mouth  of  Niagara,  Captain  Perry,  with 
some  of  his  officers,  went  to  join  it,  and  the  former  was  effi- 
ciently employed  in  superintending  the  disembarkation  of  the 
troops,  as  has  been  already  related.    The  fall  of  fort  George 
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produced  that  of  fort  Erie,  when  the  whole  of  the  Niagara 
frontier  came  under  the  control  of  the  American  army. 

**  Captain  Perry  now  repaired  to  his  own  command,  and 
with  infinite  labour  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  vessels  that 
had  so  long  been  detained  in  the  Niagara,  by  the  enemy's 
batteries,  out  of  the  river.  This  important  service  was 
effected  by  the  12th  of  June,  and  preparations  were  imme- 
diately commenced  for  appearing  on  the  lake.  These  vessels 
consisted  of  the  brig  Caledonia,  (a  prize,)  and  the  schooners 
Catherihc,  Ohio,  and  Amelia,  with  the  sloop  Contractor. 
The  Catherine  was  named  the  Somers,  the  Amelia  the  Ti- 
gress, and  the  Contractor  the  Trippe.  At  this  time,  the  enemy 
had  a  cruising  force,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Finnis, 
which  consisted  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  a  ship  of  between 
three  and  four  hundred  tons,  and  mounting  17  guns;  the 
Lady  Prevost,  a  fine  warlike  schooner,  of  about  two  hundred 
tons,  that  mounlcJ  13  guns ;  the  brig  Hunter,  a  vessel  a  little 
smaller,  of  10  guns,  and  three  or  four  lighter  cruisers.  He 
was  also  building,  at  Maiden,  a  ship  of  near  five  hundred 
tons  measurement,  that  was  to  mount  19  guns,  and  which 
was  subsequently  called  the  Detroit. 

"  Cor.^  .  ictory  accounts  having  been  given  of  the  sizes  of 
these  vcv  s  the  writer  feels  it  due  to  himself  to  mention  his 
authorities.  At  the  Navy  Department  is  an  appraisement  of 
the  prizes  taken  on  lake  Erie,  made  by  two  impartial  and  ex- 
perienced captains,  in  conjunction  with  the  celebrated  builder 
Henry  Eckford.  With  a  view  to  compare  the  opinions  of 
these  gentlemen  with  those  of  others  comp)etent  to  judge,  an 
officer,  familiar  with  the  vessels,  now  a  captain,  was  desired 
to  set  down  his  recollections  of  the  sizes  of  the  six  British 
vessels  taken  on  lake  Erie.  In  *  James's  Naval  Occurrences,* 
a  work  of  no  authority,  certainly,  in  matters  of  opinion,  is  a 
table  professing  to  contain  the  English  statement  of  the  same 
tonnage.  As  it  is  not  improbable  this  document  was  derived 
from  the  public  officers,  we  give  the  three  as  we  found  them. 

Appraiflers.  Am.  Officer.  James. 

Detroit near  500  tons near  600 305 

Queen  Charlotte,  .about  400 380  280 
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Appraisers.  Am.  Officer.  James. 

Lady  Prevost 230 200 120 

Hunter 180 150 74 

Little  Belt near  100 70 54 

Chippeway near  100 70  32 

1510  1370  865 

"  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  American  officer  consulted, 
knew  nothing  of  the  appraisement.  The  discrepancy  between 
the  American  and  English  accounts  may  possibly  be  explained 
in  the  following  manner.  A  vessel  of  war  is  measured  for 
the  purposes  of  estimating  her  cost,  half  the  breadth  of  beam 
being  assumed  to  be  the  depth  of  hold.  The  vessels  on  the 
lakes  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  holds ;  the  American 
brigs,  which,  on  the  ocean,  would  have  drawn  16  feet  of 
water,  drawing  not  more  than  half  as  much  on  the  lakes. 
Consequently,  the  carpenter's  work  was  essentially  less  on 
these  vessels,  than  on  those  built  for  the  ocean.  The  object 
of  the  measurement  being  to  calculate  the  cost,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  Mr.  James  has  been  furnished  with  an  estimate 
of  the  tonnage  by  which  the  holds  were  actually  measured, 
as  is  usual  with  vessels  that  have  but  one  deck,  a  mode  of 
calculating  that  would  fully  account  for  the  difference. 

"  It  was  near  the  end  of  June,  before  Captain  Perry  was 
ready  to  sail  from  the  outlet  of  lake  Erie,  for  Presque  Isle. 
There  being  no  intention  to  engage  the  enemy,  and  little 
dread  of  meeting  him  in  so  short  a  run,  as  she  came  in  sight 
of  her  port  each  vessel  made  the  best  of  her  way.  The  ene- 
my had  chosen  this  moment  to  look  into  Presque  Isle,  and 
both  squadrons  were  in  view  from  the  shore  at  the  same  time, 
though,  fortunately  for  the  Americans,  the  English  did  not 
get  a  sight  of  them  until  they  were  too  near  the  land  to  be 
intercepted.  As  the  last  vessel  got  in,  the  enemy  hove  in 
sight  in  the  offing. 

"  The  two  biygs  laid  down  in  the  winter,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Commodore  Chauncey,  had  been  launched  towards 
the  close  of  May,  and  were  now  in  a  state  of  forwardness. 
They  were  called  the  Lawrence  and  the  Niagara.  The 
schooners  also  were  in  the  water,  and  Captain  Perry,  having 
all  his  vessels  in  one  port,  enoployed  himself  in  getting  them 
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ready  for  service,  as  fast  as  possible.  Still  various  stores 
were  wanting.  There  was  a  great  deficiency  of  men,  parti- 
cularly of  seamen,  and  Captain  Perry  and  Mr.  D.  Turner 
were,  as  yet,  the  only  commissioned  sea-officers  on  the  lake. 
The  latter,  moreover,  was  quite  young  in  years,  as  well  as  in 
rank. 

**  Presqne  Isle,  or,  as  the  place  is  now  called,  Erie,  was  a 
good  and  spacious  harbour ;  but  it  had  a  bar  on  which  there 
was  less  than  seven  feet  of  water.  This  bar,  which  had 
hitherto  answered  the  purposes  of  a  fortification,  now^  offered 
a  serious  obstruction  to  getting  the  brigs  on  the  lake.  It  lay 
about  half  a  mile  outside,  and  offered  great  advantages  to  the 
enemy,  did  he  choose  to  profit  by  them,  for  attacking  the 
Americans  while  employed  in  passing  it.  So  sensible  was 
Ca;)tain  Perry  of  this  disadvantage,  that  he  adopted  the  ut- 
most secrecy  in  order  to  conceal  his  intentions,  for  it  was 
known  uhat  the  enemy  had  spies  closely  watchinsr  his  move- 
ments. 

•*  Captain  Barclay  had  lately  superseded  Captain  Finnis  in 
the  command  of  the  English  force,  and  for  near  a  week  be 
had  been  blockading  the  American  vessels,  evidently  with  an 
intention  to  prevent  ^heir  getting  out,  it  being  known  that 
this  bar  could  be  crossed  only  in  smooth  water.  On  Friday, 
the  2d  of  August,  he  suddenly  dibAPpeared  in  the  northern 
board. 

"  The  next  day  but  one  was  Sunday,  and  the  officers  were 
ashore  seeking  the  customary  relatation.  Without  fliiy  ap- 
pearances of  unusual  preparation,  Captain  Pen'>  privately 
gave  the  order  to  repair  on  board  the  respective  vessels  and 
to  drop  down  to  the  bar.  This  command  was  in^nediately 
obeyed ;  and  at  about  two  P.  M.,  the  Lawrence  had  been 
towed  to  the  point  where  the  deepest  water  was  to  be  found. 
Her  guns  were  whipped  out,  loaded  and  shotted  as  they  were, 
and  landed  on  the  beach ;  two  large  scows,  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  were  hauled  alongside,  and  the  work  of  lifting  the 
brig  proceeded  as  fast  as  possible.  Pieces  of  massive  timber 
had  been  run  through  the  forward  and  after  ports,  and  when 
the  scows  were  sunk  to  the  water's  edge,  the  ends  of  the  tim- 
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bers  were  blocked  up,  supported  by  these  floating  foundations. 
The  plugs  were  now  put  in  the  scows,  and  the  water  was 
pumped  out  of  th«»m.  By  this  process,  the  brig  was  lifted 
quite  two  feet,  though,  when  she  was  got  on  the  bar,  it  was 
found  that  she  still  drew  too  much  water.  It  became  neces- 
sai*y,  in  consequence,  to  come-up  everything,  to  sink  the 
scows  anew,  and  to  block  up  the  timbers  afresh.  This  duty 
occupied  the  night. 

*'  The  schooners  had  crossed  the  bar,  and  were  moored  out- 
side, and  preparations  were  hurriedly  made  to  receive  an 
attack.  About  eight  A.  M«  the  enemy  re-appeared.  At  this 
time,  the  Lawrence  was  just  passing  the  bar.  A  distant, 
short,  and  harmless  cannonade  ensued,  though  it  had  the 
effect  to  keep  the  enemy  from  running  in.  As  soon  as  the 
Lawrence  was  in  deep  water,  her  guns  were  hoisted  in,  man- 
ned as  fast  as  mounted,  and  the  brig's  broadside  was  sprung 
to  bear  on  the  English  squadron.  Fortunately,  the  Niagara 
crossed  on  the  first  trial ;  and  before  night,  all  the  vessels 
were  as  ready  for  service  as  circumstances  would  then  allow. 
The  enemy  remained  with  his  topsails  to  the  mast  half  an 
hour,  sullenly  reconnoitring ;  he  then  filled,  and  went  up  the 
lake  under  a  press  of  canvass. 

''  This  occurred  on  the  4th  of  August,  and  on  the  5th,  Cap- 
tain Perry  sailed  in  quest  of  the  enemy,  having  received  on 
board  a  number  of  soldiers  and  volunteers.  He  ran  oif  Long 
Point,  and,  sweeping  the  Canada  shore  for  some  distance, 
returned  to  Erie  on  the  8th.  Taking  in  some  supplies,  he 
was  about  to  proceed  up  the  lake  again,  when  intelligence 
arrived  that  the  party  sent  from  below,  under  Lieutenant 
Elliott,  was  at  Cattaraugus,  on  its  way  to  join  the  squadron. 
A  vessel  was  immediately  sent  for  this  acceptable  reinforce- 
ment. Shortly  after  its  arrival,  the  commissions  that  had 
been  made  out  some  time  previously,  were  received  from  be- 
low. By  these 'changes,  Mr.  Elliott  became  a  master  and 
commander,  and  Messrs.  Holdup,  Packett,  Yarnall,  Edwards, 
and  Conklin,  were  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenants.  Most 
of  these  gentlemen,  however,  had  been  acting  fof  some  months. 

"  The  American  squadron  now  consisted  of  the  Lawrence 
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20,  Captain  Perry ;  Niagara  20,  Captain  Elliott ;  Caledonia 
3,  Mr.  M'Grath,  a  purser;  Ariel  4,  Lieutenant  Packett; 
Trippe  1,  Lieutenant  Smith;  Tigress  1,  Lieutenant  Conklin; 
Somers  2,  Mr.  Almy ;  Scorpion  2,  Mr.  Champlin ;  Ohio  1, 
Mr.  Dobbins;  Porcupine  1,  Mr.  Senatt.  On  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, it  sailed  from  Erie,  and  off  Sandusky,  a  few  days  later, 
it  chased,  and  was  near  capturing  one  of  the  enemy's  schoo- 
ners. 

"  The  squadron  cruised  for  several  days,  near  the  entrance 
of  the  strait,  when  Captain  Perry  was  taken  ill  with  the  fever 
peculiar  to  these  waters,  and,  shortly  after,  the  vessels  went 
into  a  harbour,  among  some  islands  that  lay  at  no  great  dis- 
tance, which  is  called  Put-in-Bay. 

"  Here  a  few  changes  occurred,  Mr.  Smith  going  to  the 
Niagara,  and  Mr.  Holdup  to  the  Trippe ;  Mr.  M'Grath  went 
also  to  the  Niagara,  and  Mr.  Turner  took  command  of  the 
Caledonia.    The  Ohio  was  sent  down  the  lake  on  duty. 

•*  While  in  port,  on  this  occasion,  Captain  Perry  contem- 
plated an  attack  on  the  enemy's  vessels,  by  means  of  boats, 
and  orders  were  issued,  accordingly,  to  drill  the  people  with 
muffled  oars. 

"  The  squadron  was  still  lying  at  Put-in-Bay  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  of  September,  when,  at  day-light,  the  enemy's 
ships  were  discovered  at  the  N.  W.  from  the  mast-head  of 
the  LaWTence.  A  signal  was  immediately  made  for  all  the 
vessels  to  get  under  way.  The  'wind  was  light  at  S.  W.,  and 
there  was  no  mode  of  obtaining  the  weather-gage  of  the 
enemy,  a  very  important  measure  with  the  peculiar  arma- 
ment of  the  largest  of  the  American  vessels,  but  by  beating 
round  some  small  islands  that  lay  in  the  way.  It  being  thought 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  for  this,  though  the  boats  were 
got  ahead  to  tow,  a  signal  was  about  to  be  made  for  the  ves- 
sels to  wear,  and  to  pass  to  leeward  of  the  islands,  with  an 
intention  of  giving  the  enemy  this  great  advantage,  when  the 
wind  shifted  to  S.  E.  By  this  change,  the  American  squadron 
was  enabled  to  pass  in  the  desired  direction,  and  to  gain  the 
wind.  When  he  perceived  the  American  vessels  clearing  the 
land,  or  about  ten  A.  M..  the  enemy  hove-to,  in  a  line,  with 
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his  ship's  heads  to  the  south'ward  and  westward.  At  this 
time,  the  two  squadrons  were  about  three  leagues  asunder, 
the  breeze  being  still  at  S.  E.>  and  sufficient  to  work  with. 
After  standing  down,  until  about  a  league  from  the  English, 
where  a  better  view  was  got  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
enemy  had  formed  his  line,  the  leading  vessels  of  his  own 
squadrons  being  within  hail,  Captain  Perry  communicated  a 
new  order  of  attack.  It  had  been  expected  that  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  the  second  o(  the  English  vessels  in  regard  to  force, 
would  be  at  the  head  of  their  line,  and  the  Niagara  had  been 
destined  to  lead  in,  and  to  lie  against  her,  Captain  Perry  hav- 
ing reserved  for  himself  a  commander's  privilege  of  engaging 
the  principal  vessel  of  the  opposing  squadron ;  but  it  now 
appearing  that  the  anticipated  arrangement  had  not  been 
made,  the  plan  was  promptly  altered.  Captain  Barclay  had 
formed  his  with  the  Chippeway,  Mr.  Can^bell,  armed  with 
one  gun  on  a  pivot,  in  the  van;  the  Detroit,  his  own  vessel, 
next ;  and  the  Hunter,  Lieutenant  Bignall ;  Queen  Charlotte, 
Captain  Finnis;  Lady  Prevost,  Lieutenant-Commandant 
Buchan;  and  Little  Belt  astern,  in  the  order  named.  To 
oppose  this  line,  the  Ariel,  of  four  long  twelves,  was  stationed 
in  the  van,  and  the  Scorpion,  of  one  long  and  one  short  gun  on 
circles,  next  her.  The  Lawrence,  Captain  Perry,  came  next ; 
the  two  schooners  just  mentioned  keeping  on  her  weather- 
bow,  having  no  quarters.  The  Caledonia,  Lieutenant  Turner, 
was  the  next  astern,  and  the  Niagara,  Captain  Elliott,  was 
placed  next  to  the  Caledonia.  These  vessels  were  all  up  at 
the  time,  but  the  other  light  craft  were  more  or  less  distant, 
each  endeavouring  to  get  into  her  berth.  The  order  of  battle 
for  the  remaining  vessels,  directed  the  Tigress  to  fall  in  astern 
of  the  Niagara,  the  Somers  next,  and  the  Porcupine  and 
Trippe,  in  the  order  named. 

*'  In  consequence  of  neither  of  the  commanding  officers 
having  given  his  order  of  battle  in  his  published  official  letter, 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  stations  of  some  of  the  smaller  ves- 
sels. By  some  accounts,  the  Lady  Prevost  is  said  to  have 
been  between  the  Detroit  and  the  Queen  Charlotte,  by  others, 
the  Hunter.     The  latter  is  believed  to  be  the  true  statement. 
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On  the  other  hand,  some  accounts  place  the  Somers,  and  oth- 
ers the  Tigress,  next  astern  of  the  Niagara.  The  fact  is  im- 
material, but  the  account  which  seems  to  be  best  authenti- 
cated, has  been  chosen. 

**  By  this  time  the  wind  had  got  to  be  very  light,  but  the 
leading  vessels  were  all  in  their  stations,  and  the  remainder 
were  endeavouring  to  get  in  as  fast  as  possible.  The  Eng- 
lish vessels  presented  a  very  gallant  array,  and  their  appear- 
ance was  beautiful  and  imposing.  Their  line  was  compact, 
with  the  beads  of  the  vessels  still  to  the  southward  and  west- 
ward ;  their  ensigns  were  just  opening  to  the  air ;  their  ves- 
sels were  freriily  painted,  and  their  canvass  was  new  and 
perfect.  The  American  line  was  more  straggling.  The  order 
of  battle  required  them  to  form  within  half  a  cableVlength 
of  each  other,  but  the  schooners  astern  could  not  close  with 
the  vessels  ahead,  which  sailed  faster,  and  had  more  light 
canvass,  until  some  considerable  time  had  elapsed. 

^'A  few  minutes  before  twelve,  the  Detroit  threw  a  twenty- 
four  pound  shot  at  the  Lawrence,  then  on  her  weather-quarter, 
distant  between  one  and  itwo  miles.  Captain  Perry  now 
passed  an  order  by  trumpet,  through  the  vessels  astern,  for 
the  line  to  close  to  the  prescribed  order,  and  soon  after,  the 
Scorpion  v^as  hailed,  and  directed  to  begin  with  her  long  gun. 
At  this  moment,  the  American  vessels  in  line  were  edging 
down  upon  the  English,  those  in  front  being  necessarily 
nearer  to  the  enemy  than  those  more  astern,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Ariel  and  Scorpion,  which  two  schooners  had 
been  ordered  to  keep  well  to  windward  of  the  Lavnnence. 
As  the  Detroit  had  an  armament  of  long  guns.  Captain  Bar- 
clay manifested  his  judgment  in  commencing  the  action  in 
this  manner,  and  in  a  short  time,  the  firing  between  that  ship, 
the  Lawrence,  and  the  two  schooners  at  the  head  of  the  Ame- 
rican line,  got  to  be  very  animated.  The  Lawrence  now 
showed  a  signal  for  the  squadron  to  close,  each  vessel  in  her 
station,  as  previously  designated.  A  few  minutes  later  the 
vessels  astern  began  to  fire,  and  the  action  became  general 
but  distant.  The  Lavnience,  however,  appeared  to  be  the 
principal  aim  of  the  enemy,  and  before  the  firing  had  lasted 
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any  material  time,  the  Detroit,  Hunter,  and  Queen  Charlotte, 
were  directing  most  of  their  efforts  against  her.  The  Ame- 
rican brig  endeavoured  to  close,  and  did  succeed  in  getting 
within  reach  of  canister,  though  not  without  suffering  mate- 
rially, as  she  fanned  down  upon  the  enemy.  At  this  time, 
the  support  of  the  schooners  ahead,  which  were  "well  com- 
manded and  fought,  was  of  the  greatest  moment  to  her,  for 
the  vessels  astern,  though  in  the  line,  could  be  of  little  use  in 
diverting  the  fire,  on  account  of  their  positions  and  the  dis- 
tance. After  the  firing  had  lasted  some  time,  the  Niagara 
hailed  the  Caledonia,  and  directed  the  latter  to  make  room 
for  the  former  to  pass  ahead.  Mr.  Turner  put  his  helm  up 
in  the  most  dashing  manner,  and  continued  to  near  the  enemy, 
until  he  was  closer  to  his  line,  perhaps,  than  the  commanding 
vessel,  keeping  up  as  warm  a  fire  as  his  small  armament 
would  allow.  The  Niagara  now  became  the  vessel  next  astern 
of  the  Lawrence* 

*'  The  cannonade  had  the  usual  effect  of  deadening  the 
wind,  and  for  two  hours  there  was  very  little  air.  During 
ail  this  time,  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed 
against  the  Lawrence;  the  Queen  Charlotte,  having  filled, 
passed  the  Hunter,  and  closed  with  the  Detroit,  where  she 
kept  up  a  destructive  cannonading  on  this  devoted  vessel. 
These  united  attacks  nearly  dismantled  the  American  brig, 
besides  producing  great  slaughter  on  board  her.  At  the  end 
of  two  hours  and  a  half,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Perry,  the  enemy  having  filled,  and  the  wind  increasing,  the 
two  squadrons  drew  slowly  ahead,  the  Lawrence  necessarily 
failing  astern  and  partially  out  of  the  combat.  At  this  mo- 
ment, the  Niagara  passed  to  the  southward  and  westward,  a 
short  distance  to  windward  of  the  Lawrence,  steering  for  the 
head  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  the  Caledonia  followed  to  lee- 
ward. 

^*  The  vessels  astern  had  not  been  idle,  butt  by  dint  of 
sweeping  and  sailing,  they  had  all  got  within  reach  of  their 
guns,  and  had  been  gradually  closing,  though  not  in  the  pre- 
scribed order.  The  rear  of  the  line  would  seem  to  have  in- 
clined down  towards  the  enemy,  bringing  the  Trippe,  Lieu- 
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tenant  Holdup,  so  near  the  Caledonia,  that  the  latter  sent  a 
boat  to  her  for  a  supply  of  cartridges. 

**  Captain  Perry,  finding  himself  in  a  vessel  that  had  been 
rendered  nearly  useless  by  the  injuries  she  had  received,  and 
which  was  dropping  out  of  the  combat,  got  into  his  boat  and 
pulled  after  the  Niagara,  on  board  of  which  vessel  he  arrived 
at  about  half-past  two.  Soon  after,  the  colours  of  the  Law- 
rence were  hauled  down,  that  vessel  being  literally  a  wreck. 

"After  a  short  consultation  between  Captains  Perry  and 
ElKott,  the  latter  volunteered  to  take  the  boat  of  the  former, 
and  to  proceed  and  bring  the  small  vessels  astern,  which  were 
already  briskly  engaged,  into  still  closer  action.  This  propo- 
sal being  accepted,  Captain  Elliott  pulled  down  the  line,  pass- 
ing within  hail  of  all  the  small  vessels  astern,  directing  them 
to  close  within  half  pistol-shot  of  the  enemy,  and  to  throw 
in  grape  and  canister,  as  soon  as  they  could  get  the  desired 
positions.  He  then  repaired  on  board  the  Somers,  and  took 
charge  of  that  schooner  in  person. 

"  When  the  enemy  saw  the  colours  of  the  Lawrence  come 
down,  he  confidently  believed  that  he  had  gained  the  day. 
His  men  appeared  over  the  bulwarks  of  the  different  vessels 
and  gave  three  cheers.  For  a  few  minutes,  indeed,  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  as  if  by  common  consent,  a  general  ces- 
sation in  the  firing,  during  which  both  parties  were  preparing 
for  a  desperate  and  final  effort.  The  wind  had  freshened, 
and  the  position  of  the  Niagara,  which  brig  was  now  abeam 
of  the  leading  English  vessel,  was  commanding,  while  the 
gun-vessels  astern,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  breeze, 
were  enabled  to  close  very  fiist. 

**  At  forty-five  minutes  past  two,  or  when  time  had  been 
given  .to  the  gun-vessels  to  receive  the  order  mentioned,  Cap- 
tain Perry  showed  the  signal  from  the  Niagara,  for  close  ac- 
tion, and  immediately  bore  up,  under  his  foresail,  topsails, 
and  topgallant-sail.  As  the  American  vessels  hoisted  their 
.answering  flags,  this  order  was  received  with  three  cheers, 
and  it  was  obeyed  with  alacrity  and  spirit.  The  enemy  now 
attempted  to  wear  round,  to  get  fresh  broadsides  to  bear,  in 
doing  which,  his  line  got  into  confusion,  and  the  two  ships 
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for  a  short  time,  ivere  foul  of  each  other,  while  the  Lady  Pre^ 
vest  had  so  far  shifted  her  berth  as  to  be  both  to  the  west- 
ward and  to  the  leeward  of  the  Detroit.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment, the  Niagara  came  steadily  down,  within  half  pistol-shot 
of  the  enemy,  standing  between  the  Chippeway  and  Lady 
Prevost,  on  one  side,  and  the  Detroit,  Queen  Charlotte,  and 
Hunter^  on  the  other.  In  passing,  she  poured  in  her  broad- 
sides, starboard  and  larboard,  ranged  ahead  of  the  ships, 
luffed  athwart  their  bows,  and  continued  delivering  a  close 
and  deadly  fire.  The  shrieks  from  the  Detroit,  proclaimed 
that  the  tide  of  battle  had  turned.  At  the  same  moment,  the 
gun-vessels  and  Caledonia  were  throwing  in  close  discharges 
of  grape  and  canister  astern.  A  conflict  so  fearfully  close, 
and  so  deadly,  was  necessarily  short.  In  fifteen  or.  twenty 
minutes  after  the  Niagara  bore  up,  a  hail  was  passed  amosg 
the  small  vessels,  to  say  that  the  enemy  had  struck,  and  an 
oflScer  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  appeared  on  the  taffrail  of  that 
ship,  waving  a  white  handkerchief,  bent  to  a  boardmg-pike. 

*'As  soon  as  the  smoke  cleared  away,  the  two  squadrons 
were  found  partly  intermingled.  The  Niagara  lay  to  lee- 
ward of  the  Detroit,  Queen  Charlotte,  and  Hunter,  and  the 
Caledonia,  with  one  or  two  of  the  gun-vessels,  was  between 
the  latter  and  the  Lady  Prevost.  On  board  the  Niagara,  the 
signal  for  close  action  was  still  aboard,  while  the  small  ves- 
sels were  sternly  wearing  their  answering  flags.  The  Little 
Belt  and  Chippeway  were  endeavouring  to  escape  to  leeward, 
but  they  were  shortly  after  brought-to  by  the  Scorpion  and 
Trippe ;  while  the  Lawrence  was  lying  astern  and  to  wind- 
ward, with  the  American  colours  again  flying.  The  battle 
had  commenced  about  noon,  and  it  terminated  at  three,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  shots  fired  at  the  two  vessels  that  at- 
tempted to  escape,  which  were  not  overtaken  until  an  hour 
later. 

"  In  this  decisive  action,  so  far  as  their  people  were  con- 
cerned, the  two  squadrons  sufiered  in  nearly  an  equal  degree, 
the^  manner  in  which  the  Lawrence  was  cut  up,  being  almost 
without  an  example  in  naval  warfare.  It  is  understood  that 
when  Captain  Perry  left  her,  she  had  but  one^  gun  on  her 
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starboard  side,  or  that  on  which  she  was  engaged,  which 
could  be  used,  and  that  gallant  officer  is  said  to  have  aided 
in  firing  it  in  person,  the  last  time  it  was  discharged.  Of  her 
crew  twenty-two  were  killed,  and  sixty -one  were  wounded, 
most  of  the  latter  severely.  When  Captain  Perry  left  her, 
taking  with  him  four  of  her  people,  there  remain^  on  board 
but  fifteen  sound  men.  The  Niagara  had  two  killed,  and 
twenty-five  wounded,  or  about  one-fourth  of  all  at  quarters. 
The  other  vessels  sufiered  relatively  less.  The  Caledonia, 
Lieutenant  Turner,  though  carried  into  the  hottest  of  the 
action,  and  entirely  without  quarters,  had  three  men  wounded; 
the  Trippe,  Lieutenant  Holdup,  (now  Captain  Holdup  Ste- 
ven!,) which,  for  some  time,  was  quite  as  closely  engaged, 
and  was  equally  without  quarters,  had  two  men  wounded ; 
the  Somers,  Mr.  Almy,  the  same;  the  Ariel,  Lieutenant 
Packett,  had  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded ;  the  Scor- 
pion, Mr.  Champlin,  had  two  killed,  one  of  whom  was  a  mid- 
shipman; the  Tigress,  Lieutenant  Conklin,  and  Porcupine, 
Mr.  Senatt,  had  no  one  hurt.  The  total  loss  of  the  squadron 
was  twenty-seven  killed,  and  ninety-six  wounded,  or  altoge- 
ther, one  hundred  and  twenty-three ;  of  whom  twelve  were 
quarter-deck  officers.  More  than  a  hundred  men  were  unfit 
for  duty,  among  the  different  vessels,  previously  to  the  action, 
cholera  morbus  and  dysentery  prevailing  in  the  squadron. 
Captain  Perry  himself,  was  labouring  under  debility,  from  a 
recent  attack  of  the  lake  fever,  and  could  hardly  be  said  to 
be  in  a  proper  condition  for  service,  when  he  met  the  enemy, 
a  circumstance  that  greatly  enhances  the  estimate  of  his  per- 
sonal exertions  on  this  memorable  occasion.  Among  the 
Americans  slain  were  Lieutenant  Brooks,  the  commanding 
marine  officer,  and  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Clarke,  midshipmen ; 
and  among  the  wounded,  Messrs.  Yamall  and  Forrest,  the 
first  and  second-lieutenants  of  the  Lawrence,  Mr.  Taylor,  her 
master,  and  Messrs.  Swartwout  and  Claxton,  two  of  her  mid- 
shipmen. Mr.  Edwards,  second-lieutenant  of  the  Niagara, 
and  Mr.  Cummings,  one  of  her  midshipmen,  were  also 
wounded. 

'<  For  two  hours,  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire  had  been 
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thrown  into  the  Lawrence ;  and  the  water  being  perfectly 
smooth,  his  long  guns  had  committed  great  havoc,  before  the 
carronades  of  the  American  vessels  could  be  made  available. 
For  much  of  this  period,  it  is  believed  that  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy  were  little  diverted,  except  by  the  fire  of  the  two  lead- 
ing schooners,  a  gun  of  one  of  which  (the  Ariel)  had  early 
bursted,  the  two  long  guns  of  the  brigs,  and  the  two  long 
guns  of  the  Caledonia.  Although  the  enemy  undoubtedly 
suffered  by  this  fire,  it  was  not  directed  at  a  single  object,  as 
was  the  case  with  that  of  the  English,  who  appeared  to  think 
that  by  destroying  the  American  commanding  vessel,  they 
would  conquer.  It  is  true  that  carronades  were  used  on  |K)th 
sides,  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  action  than  that  mentioned, 
but  there  is  good  reason  for  thinking  that  they  did  but  little 
execution  for  the  first  hour.  When  they  did  tell,  the  Law- 
rence, the  vessel  nearest  to  the  enemy,  if  the  Caledonia  be 
excepted,  necessarily  became  their  object,  and,  by  this  time, 
the  efficiency  of  her  own  battery  was  much  lessened.  As  a 
consequence  of  these  peculiar  circumstances,  her  starboard 
bulwarks  were  nearly  beaten  in ;  and  even  her  larboard  were 
greatly  injured,  many  of  the  enemy's  heavy  shot  passing 
through  both  sides ;  while  every  gun  was  finally  disabled  in 
the  batteries  fought.  Although  much  has  been  justly  said  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  the  Essex 
were  injured,  neither  of  these  ships  suffered,  relatively,  in  a 
degree  proportioned  to  the  Lawrence.  Distinguished  as  were 
Che  two  former  vessels,  for  the  indomitable  resolution  with 
which  they  withstood  the  destructive  fire  directed  against 
.tbem.  it  did  not  surpass  that  manifested  on  board  the  latter; 
and  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  trying  day,  her  people,  who  had  been  so  short  a  time  act- 
ing together,  manifested  a  steadiness  and  a  discipline  worthy 
of  veterans. 

<< Although  the  Niagara  suffered  in  a  much  less  degree, 
twenty-seven  men  killed  and  wounded,  in  a  ship's  company 
that  mustered  little  more  than  one  hundred  souls  at  quarters, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  be  thought  a  large  pro- 
portion.   Neither  the  Niagara  nor  any  of  the  smaller  vessels 
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were  injured  in  an  unusual  manner  in  their  hulls,  spars,  and 
sails,  the  enemy  having  expended  so  much  of  his  efforts  against 
the  Lawrence,  and  being  so  soon  silenced  when  that  brig  and 
the  gun-vessels  got  their  raking  positions,  at  the  close  of  the 
conflict. 

"  The  injuries  sustained  by  the  English  were  more  divided, 
but  were  necessarily  great.  According  to  the  ofiicial  report 
of  Captain  Barclay,  his  vessels  lost  forty-one  killed,  and 
ninety-four  wounded,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  including  twelve  officers,  the  precise  number  lost 
by  the  Americans.  No  report  has  been  published,  in  which 
the  loss  of  the  respective  vessels  was  given,  but  the  Detroit 
haa  her  first-lieutenant  killed,  and  her  commander,  Captain 
Barclay,  with  her  purser,  wounded.  Captain  Finnis,  of  the 
Queen  Charlotte,  was  also  slain,  and  her  first-lieutenant  was 
wounded.  The  commanding  ofiicer  and  first-lieutenant  of  the 
Lady  Prevost  were  among  the  wounded,  as  were  the  com- 
manding ofiicers  of  the  Hunter  and  Chippeway.  All  the  ves- 
sels were  a  good  deal  injured  in  their  sails  and  hulls ;  the 
Queen  Charlotte  suffering  most  in  proportion.  Both  the  De- 
troit and  Queen  Charlotte,  however,  rolled  the  masts  out  of 
them,  at  anchor  at  Put-in-Bay,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  two  days 
after  the  action. 

^*  It  is  not  easy  to  make  a  just  comparison  between  the 
forces  of  the  hostile  squadrons,  on  this  occasion.  In  certain 
situations  the  Americans  would  have  been  materially  supe- 
rior, while  in  others  the  enemy  might  possess  the  advantage 
in  perhaps  an  equal  degree.  In  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  action  was  actually  fought,  the  peculiar  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  were  nearly  equalized,  the  lightness 
of  the  wind  preventing  either  of  the  two  largest  of  the  Ame- 
rican vessels  from  profiting  by  its  peculiar  mode  of  efficiency, 
until  quite  near  the  close  of  the  engagement,  and  particularly 
favouring  the  armament  of  the  Detroit ;  while  the  smoothness 
of  the  water  rendered  the  light  vessels  of  the  Americans  very 
destructive,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  got  within  a  proper 
range.  The  Detroit  has  been  represented,  on  good  authority, 
to  have  been  both  a  heavier  and  stronger  ship  than  either  of 
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the  American  brigs,  and  the  Qneen  Charlotte  proved  to  be  a 
much  finer  vessel  than  had  been  expected ;  while  the  Lady 
Prevost  was  found  to  be  a  large,  warlike  schooner.  It  was 
perhaps  unfortunate  for  the  enemyi  that  the  armaments  of  the 
two  last  were  not  available  under  the  circumstances  which 
rendered  the  Detroit  so  efficient,  as  it  destroyed  the  unity  of 
his  effcnrts.  In  short,  the  battle,  for  near  half  its  duration, 
appears  to  have  been  fought,  so  far  as  efficiency  was  con- 
cerned, by  the  long  guns  of  the  two  squadrons.  This  was 
particularly  favourable  to  the  Detroit  and  to  the  Amerioan 
gun*vessels ;  while  the  latter  fought  under  the  advantages  of 
smooth  water,  and  the  disadvantages  of  having  no  quarters. 
The  sides  of  the  Detroit,  which  were  unusually  stout,  were 
filled  with  shot  that  did  not  penetrate.  The  larboard  side  of 
the  Detroit  is  stated  to  have  had  so  many  shot  sticking  in  it, 
and  so  many  mere  indentations,  that  doubts  have  been  sug- 
gested as  to  the  quality  of  the  American  powder.  It  is  pro- 
bable, however,  the  circumstance  arose  from  the  distance, 
which,  for  a  long  time,  was  not  within  fair  carronade  range, 
especially  with  grape,  or  canister,  over  round  shot. 

<'  In  the  number  of  men  at  quarters,  there  could  have  been 
no  great  disparity  in  the  two  squadrons.  Mr.  Yarnall,  the 
first-lieutenant  of  the  Lawrence,  testified  before  a  court  of 
inquiry,  in  1815,  that  the  brig  to  which  he  belonged  had  but 
'  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  men  and  boys,  of  every  descrip- 
tion' on  board  her,  and  that  of  these  but  one  hundred  and 
three  were  fit  for  duty  in  the  action.  The  Niagara  was  nearly 
in  the  same  state.  A  part  of  the  crews  of  all  the  vessels  be- 
longed to  the  militia.  Indeed,  without  a  large  proportion  of 
volunteers  from  the  army,  the  battle  could  not  have  been 
fought.  The  British  were  no  better  off,  having  a  considerable 
proportion  of  soldiers  on  board  their  vessels,  though  men  of 
that  description  were  probably  as  efficient  in  smooth  water, 
and  under  the  actual  circumstances,  as  ordinary  sailors. 
Stress  was  laid,  at  the  time,  on  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  the 
British  crews  were  provincials,  but  the  history  of  this  conti- 
nent is  filled  with  instances  in  which  men  of  that  character 
have  gained  battles,  which  went  to  increase  the  renown  of 
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the  mother  country^  without  obtaining  any  credit  for  it.  The 
hardy  frontier  men  of  the  American  lakes  are  as  able  to  en- 
dure  fatigue,  as  ready  to  engage,  and  as  constant  in  battle,  as 
the  seamen  of  any  marine  in  the  world.  They  merely  require 
good  leaders,  and  these  the  English  appear  to  have  possessed 
in  Captain  Barclay  and  his  assistants. 

"  Captain  Perry,  in  his  report  of  the  action,  eulogised  the 
conduct  of  his  second  in  command.  Captain  Elliott,  that  of 
Mr.  Turner,  who  commanded  the  Caledonia,  and  that  of  the 
officers  of  his  own  vessel.  He  also  commended  the  officers 
of  the  Niagara,  Mr.  Packett  of  the  Ariel,  and  Mr.  Champlin 
of  the  Scorpion.  It  is  now  believed  that  the  omission  of  the 
names  of  the  conmianders  of  the  gun>  vessels  astern,  was  acci- 
dental. It  would  seem  that  these  vessels,  in  general,  were 
conducted  with  great  gallantry.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
action,  indeed,  the  Caledonia,  and  some  of  the  gun-vessels 
would  appear  to  have  been  handled  with  a  boldness,  consi- 
dering their  total  want  of  quarters,  bordering  on  temerity. 
They  are  known  to  have  been  within  hail  of  the  enemy  at 
the  moment  he  struck,  and  to  have  been  hailed  by  him.  The 
grape  and  canistei*  thrown  by  the  Niagara  and  the  schooners, 
during  the  last  ten  minutes  of  the  battle,  and  which  missed 
the  enemy,  rattled  through  the  spars  of  the  friendly  vessels, 
as  they  laid  opposite  to  each  other,  raking  the  English  ahead 
and  astern. 

"  Captain  Perry  was  criticised,  at  the  time,  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  brought  his  squadrons  into  action,  it  being 
thought  he  should  have  waited  until  his  line  was  more  com- 
pactly formed,  and  his  small  vessels  could  have  closed.  It 
has  been  said,  that '  an  officer  seldom  went  into  action  worse, 
or  got  out  of  it  better.'  Truth  is  too  often  made  the  sacrifice 
of  antithesis.  The  mode  of  attack  appears  to  have  been 
deemed  by  the  enemy  judicious,  an  opinion  that  speaks  in  its 
favour.  The  lightness  of  the  wind,  in  edging  down,  was  the 
only  circumstance  that  was  particularly  adverse  to  the  Ame- 
rican vessels,  but  its  total  failure  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen. The  shortness  of  the  distances  on  the  lake  rendered 
escape  so  easy,  when  an  officer  was  disposed  to  avoid  a  battle. 
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that  no  commander,  who  desired  an  action,  would  have  been 
pardonable  for  permitting  a  delay  on  such  a  plea.    The  line 
of  battle  was  highly  judicious,  the  manner  in  which  the  Law- 
rence was  supported  by  the  Ariel  and  Scorpion  being  simple  and 
ingenious.    By  steering  for  the  head  of  the  enemy's  line,  the 
latter  was  prevented  from  gaining  the  wind  by  tacking,  and 
when  Captain  Elliott  imitated  this  manceuvre  in  the  Niagara, 
the  American  squadron  had  a  very  commanding  position,  of 
which  Captain  Perry  promptly  availed  himself.    In  a  word, 
the  American  commander  appears  to  have  laid  his  plan  with 
skill  and  judgment,  and,  in  all  in  which  it  was  frustrated,  it 
would  seem  to  have  been  the  effect  of  accident.    There  has 
never  been  but  one  opmion  of  the  manner  in  which  he  re- 
deemed his  error,  even  admitting  that  a  fault  was  made  at 
the  outset;  the  united  movements  of  the  Niagara  and  of  the 
small  vessels  at  the  close  of  the  action,  having  been  as  judi- 
cious as  they  were  gallant  and  decisive.    The  personal  de* 
portment  of  Captain  Perry,  throughout  the  day,  was  worthy 
of  all  praise.    He  did  not  quit  his  own  vessel,  when  she  be- 
came useless,  to  retire  from  the  battle,  but  to  gain  it ;  an  end 
that  was  fully  obtained,  and  which  resulted  in  a  triumph.   A 
popular  opinion,  which  is  too  apt  to  confound  distinctions  in 
such  matters,  usually  attaches  the  idea  of  more  gallantry  to 
the  mere  act  of  passing  in  a  boat  from  one  vessel  to  another, 
during  an  action,  than  in  fighting  on  a  vessel's  deck.    This 
was  the  least  of  Perry's  merits.    Captain  Elliott  was  much 
longer  in  the  same  boat,  and  passed  nearly  through  the  whole 
line  twice ;  and  Mr.  M'Grath  had  left  the  Niagara  for  one  of 
the  other  vessels,  in  quest  of  shot,  before  Captain  Perry  quit- 
ted the  Lawrence.    A  boat  also  passed  twice,  if  not  three 
times,  from  the  Caledonia  to  the  Trippe  in  the  height  of  the 
engagement,  and  others,  quite  likely,  were  sent  from  vessel  to 
vessel.    Captain  Perry's  merit  was  an  indomitable  resolution 
not  to  be  conquered,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  sought  new 
modes  of  victory,  when  the  old  ones  failed  him.    The  position 
taken  by  the  Niagara,  at  the  close  of  the  affair,  the  fact  that 
he  sought  the  best  means  of  repairing  his  loss,  and  the  motive 
with  which  he  passed  from  vessel  to  vessel,  constitute  his 
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ctaims  to  admiration.  There  yvBs,  no  doubt,  a  personal  risk 
in  all  the  boats,  but  there  was  personal  risk  everywhere  on 
such  an  occasion. 

"  The  British  vessels  appear  to  have  been  gallantly  fought, 
and  were  surrendered  only  when  the  battle  was  hopelessly 
lost.  The  fall  of  their  different  commanders  was  materially 
against  them,  though  it  is  not  probable  the  day  could  have 
been  recovered  after  the  Niagara  gained  the  head  of  their  line 
and  the  gim- vessels  had  closed.  If  the  enemy  made  an  error, 
it  was  iii  not  tacking  when  he  attempted  to  wear,  but  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  condition  of  his  vessels  did  not  admit 
of  the  former  manoeuvre.  There  was  an  instant  when  the 
enemy  believed  himself  the  conqueror,  and  a  few  minutes 
even,  when  the  Americans  doubted,  though  they  never  de- 
spaired; but  a  moment  sufficed  to  change  their  feelings, 
teaching  the  successful  the  fickleness  of  fortune,  and  admon- 
ishing the  depressed  of  the  virtue  of  perseverance. 

"  For  his  conduct  in  this  battle,  Captain  Perry  received  a 
gold  medal  from  Congress.  Captain  Elliott  also  received  a 
gold  medal.  Rewards  were  bestowed  on  the  officers  and  men 
generally,  and  the  nation  has  long  considered  this  action  one 
of  its  pr"    ^  <i  achievements  on  the  water. 

"  The  i  .  :Its  of  the  victory  were  instantaneous  and  of  high 
importance.  The  four  smallest  of  the  prizes  were  fitted  as 
transports,  and,  the  Lawrence  excepted,  the  American  squad- 
ron was  employed  in  the  same  duty.  The  English  had  eva- 
cuated Detroit,  and  with  it  Michigan,  and  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, the  squadron  conveyed  a  body  of  1200  men  to  the 
vicinity  of  Maiden,  in  Upper  Canada,  of  which  place  they 
took  possession ;  and  on  the  27th,  Captain  Ferry  ascended  to 
Detroit  in  the  Ariel,  and  re-occupied  that  town,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  army.  A  day  or  two  later.  Captain  Elliott, 
with  the  Niagara,  Lady  Prevost,  Scorpion,  and  Tigress,  went 
into  Lake  St.  Clair,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  baggage.  On  the 
2d  of  October,  a  part  of  the  vessels  assembled  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames,  with  stores  for  the  army,  and,  as  the  latter 
advanced.  Captain  Elliott  ascended  the  stream,  with  the 
Scorpion,  Porcupine,  and  Tigress,  until  he  reached  a  point 
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where  the  banks  of  the  river  rendered  it  too  hazardous  to  go 
any  further,  by  exposing  the  vessels  to  the  fire  of  the  Indians. 
The  battle  of  the  Moravian  Towns  was  fought  on  the  5th  of 
the  same  month,  when  the  savages  received  a  severe  rebuke, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  right  wing  of  the  British  army 
in  the  Canadas,  laid  down  their  arms  on  the  field,  under  a 
charge  of  the  American  mounted  volunteers.  After  this  suc- 
cess, which  placed  most  of  the  upper  part  of  the  province  in 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  the  vessels  were  employed  in 
bringing  away  the  ammunition  and  other  captured  stores. 
October  18th,  General  Harrison  and  Captain  Perry,  the  latter 
of  whom  had  been  present  at  the  battle  on  shore,  issued  a 
joint  proclamation,  for  the  better  government  of  the  con- 
quered territory,  assuring  to  the  people  their  ancient  laws 
and  usages,  and  the  rights  of  property. 

"  On  the  23d  of  October,  the  squadron  transported  the 
army  of  General  Harrison  to  Bufialo,  and  on  the  25th,  Cap- 
tain Perry  resigned  the  command  of  the  upper  lakes  to  Cap- 
tain Elliott,  repairing  himself  to  the  sea-board.  November 
29th,  this  gallant  and  successful  ofiicer  received  the  commis- 
sion of  a  captain,  which  was  dated  on  the  day  of  the  victory, 
and  soon  after  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Java 
44,  a  new  frigate,  then  fitting  for  sea  at  Baltimore.  There  is 
a  letter  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  in  which  Captain 
Perry,  who  had  only  been  a  commander  about  a  year,  ex- 
presses some  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  accepting  this  rank 
over  the  heads  of  his  seniors,  and  his  readiness  to  yield  to 
their  claims." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

G«nenl  Harrison  directs  his  Forces  against  Detroit  and  Maiden,  i 
of  the  inhuman  Proctor— The  Utter  retreats,  burning  Malden^Rapid  Pursuit  of 
the  Americans— Colonel  Johnson  engages  the  Enemy— Achieves  a  glorious  Vic* 
torjr— Exposes  himself  to  all  the  Dangers  of  the  Field— KilU  Tecumaeh**lB  car- 
ried from  the  Battle  Ground  covered  with  Wounds— Detroit  falls  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Americans. 

**  There  was  a  speedy  gathering  then, 
Of  fiery  youths  and  fearless  men, 

And  mettled  steeds ; 
Ne'er  had  fair  Elkhom's  bloody  shore 
Beheld  such  gallant  host  before, 

So  fit  for  daring  deeds ; 
Here  was  th'  appointed  rendezvous — 
And  one  by  one,  and  two  by  two, 
Brave  spirits,  they  came  rushing  in : 
And  when  they  saw  what  strife  had  been. 
And  stood  where  white  men's  precious  blood 
Had  fiow*d,  and  stain'd  that  gentle  flood. 
Each  took  that  oath  of  vengeance  dread 
Late  utterM  on  the  Indian's  head." 

Aftsr  the  victory  just  described,  the  Americans  were 
masters  of  Lake  Erie,  but  Detroit  and  Maiden  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  British  general,  Proctor.  Against  these,  Gene- 
ral Harrison,  commander  of  tlie  North-Western  army,  now 
resolved  to  direct  his  forces. 

Colonel  Johnson,  with  a  body  of  Kentuckians,  was  de- 
spatched against  Detroit.  General  Harrison  with  his  troops 
repaired  on  board  the  fleet,  and  the  same  day  reached  Mai- 
den. The  British  general,  however,  destroyed  Maiden,  and 
retired  with  his  forces. 

Finding  Maiden  destroyed,  Harrison  next  determined  to 
proceed  in  pursuit  of  Proctor.  On  the  2d  of  October,  with 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  commenced  a  rapid  march,  and,  on  the  5th,  reached 
the  place  where  the  enemy  had  encamped  the  night  before. 
Colonel  Johnson,  who  had  joined  General  Harrison,  was  sent 
forward  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  and  soon  returned  with 
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the  information  that  they  had  made  a  stand  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant, and  were  ready  for  action. 

The  American  troops  were  now  formed  in  order  of  battle. 
The  armies  engaged,  and,  for  a  time,  the  strife  raged  with 
fury.  Providence,  however,  gave  to  the  Americans  a  deci- 
sive victory,  and  Detroit  fell  into  their  hands. 

In  this  engagement,  the  loss  of  the  British  was  nineteen 
regulars  killed,  fifty  wounded,  and  about  six  hundred  prison- 
ers. The  Indians  left  one  hundred  and  twenty  on  the  field. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  did  not  exceed  fifty. 

In  this  battle  were  engaged  one  thousand  two  hundred  or 
one  thousand  five  hundred  Indians,  led  on  by  Tecumseh,  a 
savage  warrior,  than  whom  the  annals  of  history  can  scarcely 
boast  a  greater.  Since  the  defeat  of  Harmer  he  had  been  in 
almost  every  engagement  with  the  whites.  On  the  opening 
of  the  late  war,  he  visited  various  tribes,  and,  by  his  elo- 
quence and  influence,  roused  his  countrymen  to  arms  against 
the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  would  give  the  following  ex- 
cellent description  of  this  battle,  setting  forth  the  extraordi- 
nary heroism  of  Colonel  Johnson  in  its  true  light,  while  the 
reader  gets  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  whole  operations : 

**  The  number  of  British  regulars  under  General  Proctor 
could  not  then  be  ascertained,  nor  the  number  of  Indians  who 
acted  with  them ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the  American  force, 
under  General  Harrison  and  Governor  Shelby,  consisting  of 
part  of  a  regiment  of  regulars,  and  principally  of  Kentucky 
volunteer  militia,  was  greater  than  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
British  and  Indians,  however,  were  retreating  into  their  own 
country,  where  their  numbers  were  continually  augmenting; 
and  without  the  aid  of  mounted  men  it  was  impossible  to 
bring  them  to  battle.  To  effect  this  object.  Colonel  Johnson, 
with  his  reconnoitring  party,  pressed  continually  upon  them, 
till  they  were  forced  to  make  a  stand.  From  a  videt,  whom 
he  made  a  prisoner  at  that  fortunate  moment,  and  whom  he 
accused  of  being  a  spy,  but  promised  to  save  on  the  condi- 
tion of  his  giving  a  faithful  account  of  the  numbers  and  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  he  learned  that  the  British  regulars,  be- 
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tween  seren  and  eight  hundred  in  number,  were  drawn  up  in 
a  line  from  the  river  Thames  on  their  left  to  a  narrow  swamp, 
impassable  exoept  at  particular  points,  running  parallel  with 
the  river  at  a  distance  of  nearly  a  hundred  yards  from  its 
margin;  that,  on  the  right  of  the  r^ulars,  west  of  this 
swamp,  were  lying  in  ambush  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians, 
under  the  conunand  of  that  celebrated  Indian  warrior.  Gene* 
ral  Tecumseh.  Thus,  advantageously  posted,  it  appeared 
evidently  the  design  of  the  enemy,  if  the  mounted  regiment 
should  attack  and  force  them  to  retreat,  for  the  Indians  to 
fiill  upon  their  rear  and  cut  them  off  from  the  main  army, 
which  was  three  or  four  miles  back.  Colonel  Johnson  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  to  General  Harrison  the  information 
he  had  thus  obtained.  The  General,  confiding  in  the  valour 
of  the  mounted  regiment  to  sustain  the  combat  till  the  whole 
army  could  be  brought  up,  gave  immediate  orders  for  the 
regiment  to  divide,  and  at  the  same  moment  charge  the  regu- 
lars on  horseback,  and  the  Indians  in  their  own  manner  of 
warfiire.  Never  was  an  order  more  wisely  given,  or  more 
perfectly  executed.  Satisfied,  from  the  many  trials  which 
had  been  made  in  the  training  of  the  regiment  to  this  kind  of 
exercise,  they  would  succeed  in  this  novel  method  of  charg- 
ing, and  believing  that  no  other  expedient  would  be  efiectual 
to  prevent  a  retreat  before  the  whole  force  could  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  defeat  his  ob- 
ject of  bringing  the  Indians  upon  their  rear,  the  order  for  a 
simultaneous  attack,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  exe- 
cuted, reflects  immortal  honour  upon  the  general. 

''  In  obedience  to  this  order,  Colonel  Johnson  divided  his 
regiment.  Finding  a  point  at  which  he  could  pass  the  swamp, 
he,  with  one-half,  moved  on  to  attack  the  Indians,  leaving  his 
brother,  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Johnson,  with  the  other 
half,  to  lead  the  charge  against  the  regulars ;  and,  that  both 
might  be  simultaneous,  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  was  to  an- 
nounce to  the  lieutenant-colonel  the  moment  when  the  colonel 
was  ready  for  the  conflict.  The  battalion  under  the  lieute- 
nant-colonel moved  regularly  on  till  within  about  a  hundred 
yards*  distance  of  General  Proctor's  regulars,  where  they 
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waited  the  signal  for  attack.  To  draw  from  the  enemy  their 
fire,  Major  Suggett,  at  the  head  of  about  a  hundred  men,  dis- 
mounted and  advanced  within  about  forty  yards  of  the  enemy, 
giving  orders  that  when  the  trumpet  from  beyond  the  swamp 
should  sound,  each  man  should  deliberately  present  and  fire 
at  the  enemy.  This  order  was  strictly  crf)eyed,  and  the  fire 
was  mo6t  eflectual.  It  drew  from  the  enemy  a  hasty  fire, 
which  proved  perfectly  harmless.  The  charge  was  instanta- 
neously made  by  the  mounted  battalion,  moving  in  full  speed* 
and  with  a  universal  shout,  which  carried  consternation  and 
disnuiy  through  all  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  breaking  through 
his  line,  and  furoving  very  destructive  upon  his  rear.  General 
Proctor,  and  a  few  dragoons,  made  their  escape  by  flight,  and 
all  the  remainder  of  his  army  surrendered.  This  was  effected 
with  a  fcH^e  far  inferior,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
The  charge  was  led  by  the  intrepid,  the  persevering  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel James  Johnson,  whom  no  dangers  could  dismay, 
no  obstacles  discourage ;  and  the  men  whom  he  commanded 
were  worthy  of  such  a  leader. 

"  The  task  of  Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson  was  still  more 
hazardous ;  for  he  had  Tecumseh  for  his  combatant,  with  a 
force  three  times  more  numerous  than  his  own.  As  he  ad- 
vanced against  the  Indians,  who,  according  to  their  custom, 
were  concealed  from  view  by  lying  in  the  grass  and  bushes, 
and  behind  trees,  he  selected  twenty  men,  with  whom  he  ad- 
vanced a  few  rods  in  front  of  the  main  body,  to  bring  on  the 
battle  without  exposing  the  whole  to  the  first  fire  of  the  In- 
dians. While  thus  advancing,  they  received  the  fire  of  their 
savage  enemies,  and  nineteen  of  the  twenty  fell,  leaving  but 
one  man  of  that  number,  besides  the  colonel,  to  pursue  the 
charge.  This  shot  brought  the  Indians  from  their  ambush. 
He  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  dismount  and  advance  to 
combat.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed ;  the  colonel  only 
remained  mounted.  A  dreadful  conflict  ensued.  In  the  midst 
of  this  scene  of  slaughter,  the  colonel,  still  moving  forward 
into  the  midst  of  the  Indians,  observed  one  who  was  evidently 
a  commander  of  no  common  order.  His  gallantry  was  unri- 
valled, and  his  presence  inspired  a  confidence  among  his  fol- 
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lowers,  equal  to  what  might  have  been  expected  from  an 
Alexander.  He  was  a  rallying  point  for  the  Indians,  and 
where  he  stood  they  were  impregnable.  Colonel  Johnson  did 
not  know  the  man ;  but  observing  his  intrepidity,  and  the 
efiect  which  his  example  had  upon  the  others,  and  knowing 
the  great  superiority  of  their  numbers,  he  considered  it  ne* 
cessary  to  despatch  him  in  order  to  secure  the  victory.  The 
colonel  had  already  received  four  wounds,  and  was  greatly 
weakened  by  the  loss  of  blood.  His  horse  also  had  been  so 
wounded  as  to  be  unable  to  move  faster  than  a  walk.  He 
could  not  i^proach  the  chief  in  a  right  line,  on  account  of  the 
trunk  of  a  very  large  tree  which  was  lying  before  him.  He 
therefore  rode  round  the  head  of  the  tree,  which  was  at  his 
right,  and  turning  his  horse  directly  towards  the  chief,  ad* 
vanced  upon  him.  At  the  distance  of  a  few  yards,  the  colo* 
nePs  horse  stumbled,  but,  providentially,  did  not  entirely  fall. 
This  gave  the  Indian  the  first  notice  of  his  approach ;  who 
instantly  levelled  his  rifle  at  the  colonel,  and  gave  him  an* 
other  wound,  the  severest  which  he  received  in  the  battle. 
He  did  not  however  fall,  but  continued  his  movement  towards 
the  Indian,  till  he  came  so  near  that  the  Indian  was  raising  a 
tomahawk  to  strike  him  down.  The  colonel  had  a  pistol  in 
his  right  hand,  charged  with  a  ball  and  three  buckshot,  which 
he  had  held  against  his  thigh,  so  that  the  Indian  had  not  dis- 
covered it.  This  chief  was  arrayed  in  the  habiliments  of 
war,  clad  in  the  richest  savage  attire,  and  his  face  painted 
with  alternate  circular  lines  of  black  and  red  from  the  eye 
downward,  which  increased  the  natural  ferocity  of  his  savage 
countenance,  and,  apparently  indifferent  to  every  danger 
which  awaited  him,  seemed  confident  of  his  victim ;  and,  as 
he  raised  his  tomahawk,  with  a  fierce  look  of  malicious  plea- 
sure, 

'  GrinnM  horribly  a  ghastly  smile.' 

At  this  moment,  the  colonel  raised  his  pistol,  and  discharging 
its  contents  into  the  breast  of  the  Indian  chief,  laid  him  dead 
upon  the  spot.  The  Indians  near  him,  filled  with  consterna- 
tion on  seeing  their  commander  fall,  raised  a  horrid  yell  and 
I  instantly  fled.    The  colonel,  covered  with  wounds,  twenty- 
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five  balls  haviog  been  shot  into  him,  his  clothes  and  bis  horse^ 
was  unable  any  longer  to  act»  but  was  taken  book  the  battle> 
ground  faint  and  almost  lifeless.  ' 

*'  Let  the  heart  of  his  eoontry  cherish 

His  high  and  well-eaniM  iame. 
Till  a  glory  that  cannot  perish 

Be  gather'd  around  his  name/ 

"  The  battle  at  that  point  was  ended*  except  in  pursuing 
the  retreating  foe;  though  in  other  parts  of  the  line  it  conti- 
nued a  considerable  time*  till  the  main  body  of  the  army  drew 
so  near  as  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  the  left  wing  of  the  bat- 
talion, when  the  retreat  of  the  Indians  became  universal. 

''  This  was  one  of  the  most  glorious  victories  of  the  wan 
The  battalion  under  Ckdonel  Johnson  consisted  of  about  five 
hundred  men ;  the  number  of  the  savages  was  not  less  than 
fifteen  hundred.  The  Indians  chose  their  own  manner  of 
fighting;  and  it  was  in  close  contest,  each  man  being  stained 
with  the  blood  of  his  victim  by  means  of  their  nearness.  The 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  of  Johnson's  battalion  was 
^bout  fifty.  That  of  the  Indians  could  not  be  ascertained,  as 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  as  many  of  their  dead 
as  possible.  Eighty  were  found  lying  upon  the  field,  besides 
many  others  slain  in  the  pursuit,  and  borne  away  by  those 
who  escaped. 

'<  The  effects  of  this  victory  were  also  as  salutary  as  its 
achievement  was  glorious.  It  put  a  complete  period  to  the 
war  upon  the  north-western  frontier,  and  ended  the  cruel 
murders  that  had  been  so  frequently  perpetrated  in  those 
regions,  in  which  female  tenderness  and  helpless  infancy  had 
been  the  common  victims  of  savage  barbarity. 

"  No  sooner  had  the  battle  ended,  than  it  was  discovered 
by  those  of  the  regiment  wno  were  viewing  the  scene  of  hor* 
ror  which  the  battle-ground  presented,  that  the  Indian  whom 
{  the  colonel  had  slain  was,  in  all  probability,  the  celebrate 
I  Tecumseh ;  and  before  the  colonel  had  so  far  revived  as  to  be 
f  able  to  speak,  the  tidings  ran  through  the  camp,  that  he  had 
{  killed  Tecumseh.  This  was  for  some  time  undisputed ;  but 
»  whether  envy  or  honest  doubt  led  to  a  denial  of  the  fact,  is 
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neither  certain  nor  important,  yet  it  afterwards  became  a 
Bttbject  of  dispute  whether  it  was  Tecumseh  that  he  slew. 
Some  of  the  circumstances  which  confirm  the  fact,  shall  here 
be  noted.  It  is  known  that  Tecumseh  was  killed  in  this  bat- 
tle, and  that  the  person  whom  Colonel  Johnson  killed  was  a 
chief  warrior.  It  is  also  known  that  but  one  other  chief  was 
killed,  in  any  way  answering  to  the  description  given  of  this 
person^  and  that  be,  a  brother-in-law  to  Tecumseh,  was  killed 
in  another  part  of  the  battle.  Several  persons  who  were  in 
the  battle,  and  who  were  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  hand  by 
which  he  fell,  have  averred  to  the  writer  of  this,  that  Tecum- 
seh was  found  dead  upon  the  very  spot  where  Colonel  John- 
son killed  this  chief;  and  that  a  medal  was  taken  from  that 
body,  which  was  known  to  have  been  presented  to  Tecumseh 
by  the  British  government.  Antheny  Shane,  a  celebrated 
Indian  warricM*,  who  is  partially  civilized,  is  a  man  of  high 
character  for  honour  and  integrity,  and  has  been  the  uniform 
friend  of  the  United  States ;  he  was  at  the  Thames  at  the 
time  o{  battle,  and  had  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Te- 
cumseh from  early  childhood.  The  writer  of  this  inquired  of 
Shane,  what  he  knew  of  the  death  of  Tecumseh.  He  an- 
swered, that  immediately  after  the  battle  of  the  Thames  was 
ended,  he  went  to  the  spot  where  several  of  the  men  had  seen 
Colonel  Johnson  kill  an  Indian  commander,  and  there  he  saw 
Tecumseh  lie  dead  upon  the  ground ;  that  he  examined  his 
body,  and  observed  that  he  must  have  been  killed  by  a  per- 
son on  horseback,  for  a  ball  and  three  buckshot  were  shot 
into  his  breast,  and  the  ball  parsed  through  his  body  and 
oame  out  at  the  lower  part  of  his  back.  While  looking  at 
the  body,  he  was  asked  if  he  was  certain  it  was  Tecumseh. 
Shane  told  them  be  was  certain,  fer  he  had  known  him  from 
childhood,  and  that  if  they  would  examine  his  thigh  they 
would  discover  a  remarkable  scar,  occasioned  by  the  misfor- 
tune of  Tecumseh  having  his  thigh  broken  many  years  be- 
fore ;  that(  on  examining,  they  found  the  scar  as  he  had  de- 
scribed. Shane  knew  this  person  to  be  Tecumseh,  and  his 
body  was  found  where  Colonel  Johnson  had  killed  an  Indian 
commander.     He  was  killed  by  a  person  on  horseback ;  and 
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Colonel  Johnson  was  the  only  person  in  that  part  of  the  battle 
who  fought  on  horseback.  He  was  shot  with  a  ball  and  three 
buckshot;  and  the  pistol  with  which  ColonelJohnson  shot 
the  Indian  chief  was  charged  with  a  baU  and  three  buckshot. 
These  circuoistaaces  establish  the  fact  beyond  all  reasonable 
doubty  and  as  conclusively  as  any  historical  fact  can  be  estabr 
lisbedy  that  Colonel  Johnson*  in  this  chivalrous  act,  slew  Te- 
cumseh,  and  delivered  his  country  from  the  most  courageous, 
the  most  hostile^  the  most  skilful,  and  the  most  terrific  savage 
foe  that  America  ever  had.  His  enmity  was  like  that  of 
Hannibal  to  the  Romans,  and  his  arm  not  less  powerful ;  but 
before  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  Johnson  he  fell,  and  terror 
fled  from  the  habitations  of  the  frontiers." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

General  Cass  Btttioned  at  Detroit^General  Harhson  makea  Preparations  to 
proceed  in  the  War,  but  is  badly  treated  by  the  Government — Resigns  his  Com- 
miwion— An  ill-conirived  Expedkion-^LiTasbn  of  Canadar-Battlo  of  Chippewa. 

•*  Ducit  amor  patriae." 

The  fall  of  Detroit  having  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war  in 
that  quarter  and  given  security  to  the  firontiers.  General  Har- 
rison discharged  the  greater  part  of  his  volunteers^  statioMd 
General  Cass  at  Detroit,  with  about  1000  men,  and  being 
without  orders  from  the  War  Department,  he  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Ontario  frontier  in  the  fleet.  Accordingly,  on  the 
22d  of  October,  he  sailed  from  Erie  with  M' Arthur's  brigade 
and  a  battalion  of  riflement  and  arrived  at  Buffido  on  the 
24th.  From  this  place,  he  marched  to  Newark,  wheie  he 
received  orders  from  the  War  Departnoent  to  send  the  bri- 
gade to  Sackett's  Harbour,  and  was  infiurmed  that  he  had 
permission  to  return  to  his  family.  This  intimation,  the 
meaning  of  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  understand,  was 
complied  with,  and  he  soon  afterwards  resigned  his  oommis* 
sion. 
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Before  'we  leave  this  quarter,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  an 
event  which  took  place  at  a  somewhat  later  period.  The  fort 
of  Mackinaw  was  now  the  only  one  remaining  of  the  British 
conquests  in  the  west  In  the  spring  of  1814,  an  effort  was 
made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Croghan,  jointly  with  Commo- 
dore Sinclair,  who  commanded  the  flotilla  on  lake  Erie,  to 
obtain  possession  of  it.  A  landing  was  eflfected  on  the  island, 
but  the  strength  of  the  place  was  found  to  be  so  great,  that 
the  troops  were  re-embarked,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Holmes, 
several  other  officers,  and  about  sixty  men.  Two  of  the 
American  schooners  were  subsequently  captured  by  boarding, 
witii  great  slaughter. 

While,  on  the  north-western  frontier,  the  disgrace  of  former 
campaigns  had  been  repaid  by  an  ample  harvest  of  victory, 
the  American  people  were  doomed  to  experience  fresh  disap- 
pointment and  mortification  in  another  quarter,  from  the  want 
of  judgment  in  the  administration,  or  of  energy  in  the  com- 
muiding  oflicers.  The  retirement  of  Generals  Dearborn  and 
Lewis,  had  left  the  command  of  the  army  at  fort  George  in 
the  hands  of  (Seneral  Boyd,  who  was  restricted  by  the  go- 
vernment from  engaging  in  offensive  operations,  as  it  was 
intended  to  intrust  the  command  to  other  officers.  Generals 
Wilkinson  and  Hampton  were  called  from  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  this  purpose.  To  the  former 
was  given  the  command  of  the  forces  on  the  shores  of  the 
Ontario,  while  the  latter  was  assigned  to  the  northern  army, 
then  encamped  at  Plattsburg.  The  public  voice  called  for 
some  more  decided  and  energetic  measures  than  had  as  yet 
been  taken.  The  strength  and  spirits  of  the  army  had  been 
wasted  in  a  succession  of  petty  attacks  upon  unimportant 
places,  while  the  two  great  posts  of  Kingston  and  Montreal 
remained  secure  and  unthreatened. 

It  was  now  determined  by  the  administration,  that  one  or 
both  of  these  should  be  assailed  by  the  respectable  force 
which,  tovTards  the  month  of  August,  had  been  assembled; 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  maturing  the  plan  and  superintending 
its  execution,  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Armstrong,  pro- 
ceeded to  Sackett's  Harbour.     After  considerable  delibera- 
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tion,  the  arraogemento  of  the  campaign  were  finally  agreed 
upon.  It  was  determined  that  the  army  should  fiedl  down  the 
St.  Lawrence  in  boats ;  that  it  should  be  joined  by  the  force 
under  General  Hampton  at  the  most  convenient  point  of  junc* 
tion,  end  should  thence  proceed  to  attack  Montreal,  which, 
at  this  period,  was  supposed  to  be  defended  by  a  small  force. 
General  Wilkinson,  who  arrived  at  Sackett's  Harbour  on  the 
90th  of  August,  had  been,  for  some  time  after  that  period, 
diligently  employed  in  collecting  and  organizing  the  scattered 
detachments  of  the  army,  which  were  gradually  concentrated 
on  Grenadier  Island,  near  the  head  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Al* 
though  the  advanced  state  of  the  season  rendered  it  necessary 
that  the  greatest  expedition  should  be  used,  yet  the  difficulties 
attending  this  measure  were  so  numerous,  that  it  was  not 
until  the  23d  of  October  that  a  sufficient  force  could  be  as- 
sembled. The  army  thus  collected,  consisted  of  about  7000 
men.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston,  was  estimated 
at  about  4000.  To  favour  the  idea  of  an  attack  being  in- 
tended on  this  place,  a  post  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  contiguous 
to  it,  was  fixed  on  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  array,  to  which 
the  advance,  under  General  Brown^  was  despatched.  On  the 
3d  of  November,  the  rear,  vnth  the  commanding  general, 
arrived  at  this  spot,  and  everything  being  in  readiness,  the 
whole  flotilla  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
on  the  5th. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  a  passage  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence was  not  to  be  effected  without  difficulty.  At  every 
narrow  pass,  artillery  and  musketeers  were  stationed ;  and 
the  enemy,  relieved  of  apprehension  on  the  score  of  Kingston, 
had  despatched  a  force  of  1500  men,  and  a  squadron  of  armed 
vessels,  to  hang  upon  the  rear.  It  became  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  a  party  should  be  landed  to  remove  the  obstructions 
in  front ;  for  which  purpose.  Colonel  Macomb  was  detached 
with  about  1200  men,  and  was  subeequently  reinforced  by 
General  Brown's  brigade,  while  the  brigade  under  General 
Boyd  acted  as  a  rear-guard.  After  surmounting  various  ob- 
stacles, the  flotilla  arrived,  on  the  10th,  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
large  and  dangerous  rapid.    Here,  an  attack  was  made  on 
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the  rear  of  the  flotilla,  by  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  who  were 
not  driven  back  until  a  battery  of  eigfateen-pounders  was 
erected.  On  the  1 1th,  information  was  received  from  General 
Brown,  that  he  had  repulsed  the  force  opposed  to  him,  and 
had  taken  a  position  at  the  foot  of  the  rapid.  It  was  deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  attempt  the  passage,  when  informaticm 
was  received  from  General  Boyd,  that  the  Brinsh  were  ad- 
vancii^  in  column  to  assail  him.  He  was  immediately  di- 
rected to  anticipate  the  attack,  by  moving  against  the  enemy 
with  his  whole  force.  The  latter  was  advantageously  posted 
behind  the  deq>  ravines  which  intersected  the  plain.  The 
attack  was  commenced  by  drivmg  back  a  strong  party  of  the 
British,  posted  in  the  wood.  General  Covington  then  ad- 
vanced on  the  right  of  the  enemy,  with  his  brigade,  while 
Colonel  Ripley  assailed  his  left  flank,  with  the  21st  regiment, 
after  having  routed  with  the  bayonet  a  superior  number  op- 
posed to  him.  The  attack  on  the  enemy's  right  was  not 
attended  with  success.  The  fall  of  General  Covington,  who 
was  killed  while  bravely  leading  his  brigade  to  the  charge, 
and  the  want  of  anmiunition,  caused  that  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  retire.  In  its  retreat,  a  piece  of  artillery  was  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
ground.  At  length,  after  a  contest  of  two  hours,  the  Ameri- 
cans retired  and  re-occupied  the  ground  from  which  they  had 
originally  driven  the  enemy,  while  the  latter  fell  back  to  their 
camp.  The  infantry  were  soon  afterwards  embarked  on 
board  the  flotilla,  and  the  dragoons  and  light  artillery  pro- 
ceeded by  kmd  to  the  foot  of  the  rapid. 

The  numbers  engaged  in  this  action,  have  been  variously 
represented.  From  the  British  ofiicial  accounts,  it  would 
appear  that  their  own  force  did  not  exceed  800,  while  that  of 
their  adversaries  is  stated  at  4000.  This  palpable  ezaggera- 
tioQ  is  of  a  nature  to  throw  discredit  upon  their  whole  report. 
It  is  known  that  the  fbrce  of  General  Boyd  did  not  exceed 
1700  men,  and  it  is  {Hxibable  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  were 
not  inferior.  Both  parties  claimed  a  victory.  The  American 
cemmander  contended  that  the  object  of  his  attack  bad  been 
gained  in  the  repulse  of  the  eaetoy,  and  the  occupation  6f  the 
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ground  previously  possessed  by  him.  The  British,  on  the 
other  band,  maintained  that  the  capture  of  a  piece  of  artil- 
lery, and  the  retreat  of  the  Americans  to  their  boats,  left  all 
the  advantage  on  their  side.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  advantages,  if  any,  gained  by  the  Americans,  were  not 
sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  men  which  they  sus- 
tained ;  102  were  killed,  including  General  Covington,  and 
237  wounded.  The  enemy,  according  to  their  official  report, 
lost  22  killed,  147  wounded,  and  12  missing;  they  claimed 
also  to  have  captured  100  prisoners. 

On  the  succeedii^  day,  the  flotilla  got  under  way,  and, 
having  passed  the  rapid  without  loss,  arrived  near  St.  Regis, 
where  the  advance,  under  General  Brown,  was  found.  Here 
it  was  that  General  Wilkinson  expected  to  meet  the  army  of 
General  Hampton,  in  conformity  with  orders  despatched  on 
the  6th  from  Prescott.  Instead  of  these  troops,  a  messenger 
was  found  from  the  latter  officer,  conveying  information  that 
in  consequence  of  the.  state  of  the  roads  and  the  scantiness 
of  provisions,  he  was  unable  to  undertcJ^e  the  contemplated 
mov^nent.  A  council  of  war  was  then  called  by  General 
Wilkinson,  composed  of  the  chief  ofiicers  of  the  army,  who 
gave  it  as  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  it  would  be  unad- 
visable  to  make  an  attempt  on  M<mtreal,  <at  that  advanced 
period  of  the  season.  The  Canadian  territory  was  accord- 
ingly evacuated,  and  the  troops  went  into  winter-quarters  at 
French  Mills,  near  to  St.  Regis.  Thus  terminate  this  ill- 
c<Mitrived  and  disastrous  expedition.  Great  expectations  bad 
been  formed  by  the  American  people,  but  it  was  perhaps  for- 
tunate that  it  terminated  at  St.  R^is.  The  enemy  had  taken 
every  precautionary  measure  of  defence ;  the  river  was  of 
difficult  navigation,  the  season  was  very  far  advanced^  the 
indispositi<»i  of  General  Wilkkison  prevented  his  directing 
the  operations  in  person,  and  the  stock  ci  provisions  was 
found  to  be  insufficient  for  any  considerable  period.  Under 
these  circumstances,  had  thearmy  been  reinforced  by  the  junc- 
tion of  that  of  General  Hampton,  and  had  it  even  obtained 
possession  of  Montreal,  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  fiite  similar 
to  that  of  the  French  in  Russia  would  have  b^allen  it. 
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The  strength  of  the  northern  army,  under  General  Hamp- 
ton, was  about  4000  men,  all  regulars,  by  whom  it  was  in- 
tended, as  we  have  seen,  that  a  junction  should  be  made  with 
the  troops  from  Sackett's  Harbour.  Accordingly,  in  the 
month  of  September,  General  Hampton  moved  from  Platts- 
burg  towards  the  Canadian  frontier,  which  he  crossed  on  the 
21st  of  October.  The  route  of  the  army,  which  had  been 
obstructed  in  every  possible  way  by  the  enemy,  lay  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Chateauguay  river,  by  which  it  advanced 

I'  with  great  difficulty  until  the  25th,  when,  it  being  ascertained 
^  that  the  enemy,  under  Sir  George  Prevost,  was  in  consider- 
able force  behind  a  wood  which  separated  the  army  from  the 
open  country.  General  Hampton  determined  upon  endeavour- 
ing to  cut  them  off.  Colonel  Purdy  was,  therefore,  detached 
to  the  right  bank  with  the  first  brigade,  that  he  might  gain 
the  rear  of  the  enemy,  by  a  ford  about  twelve  miles  below, 
while  their  attention  was  engaged  by  the  second  brigade  in 
front.  Unfortunately,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night  and 
the  ignorance  of  the  guides,  the  first  part  of  the  plan  entirely 
failed.  The  second  brigade  advanced  on  the  26th,  and  soon 
afterwards  learned  that  the  enemy  was  posted  behind  a  ravine, 
at  the  distance  of  two  miles.  The  10th  regiment,  consisting 
of  237  men,  from  the  report  of  that  day,  was  moved  forward, 
and,  after  a  march  of  half  an  hour,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  which  they  soon  routed  and  drove  from  the  ground. 
The  rest  of  the  brigade  did  not  appear  until  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  action,  and  to  the  great  regret  of  the  army,  the 
first  brigade  viras  about  that  time  perceived  on  the  opposite 
bank,  it  having  been  unable  to  advance  further,  from  the 
causes  we  have  stated.  On  the  same  day,  the  whole  force 
retired,  about  two  miles,  to  the  spot  where  the  baggage  had 
been  halted,  without  molestation  from  the  enemy,  who  were 
secured  behind  entrenchments  and  abattis.  At  this  place, 
the  army  remained  until  the  28th,  when  intelligence  having 
been  received,  which  led  to  the  conclusion  that  General  Wil> 
kinson  had  abandoned  his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  a 
council  of  war  was  called,  by  which  it  was  unanimously  de- 
cided to  retire  to  such  a  position  as  would  secure  its  commu- 
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nication  with  the  United  States.  The  troops  were  accord- 
ingly put  in  motion,  and  on  the  2d  of  November,  reached 
their  former  post,  at  the  Four  Comers,  within  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  Here  General  Hampton  received  the 
despatch  from  General  Wilkinson,  directing  a  junction  of  his 
force  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  He  immediately  returned  an 
answer,  stating,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  his  opinion  of 
the  impracticability  of  the  measure,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  provisions,  and  soon  afterwards  fell  back  to  Platts- 
burg,  where  the  troops  went  into  winter-quarters.  General 
Hampton  then  resigned  his  commission,  leaving  General  Izard 
in  command. 

The  two  divisions  of  the  northern  army  remained  in  win- 
ter-quarters, at  these  posts,  until  the  month  of  January,  when 
General  Wilkinson  received  orders  from  the  War  Department 
to  detach  General  Brown  with  2000  men  to  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, and  to  fall  back  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  to  Platts- 
burg.  This  order  was  complied  with,  and  the  remaining 
force  being  conaentrated  at  the  latter  place,  nothing  of  im« 
portance  occurred  until  the  end  of  March,  when  General  Wil- 
kinson, hearing  that  the  enemy  had  collected  a  considerable 
force  near  the  lines,  resolved  to  dislodge  them.  He  accord- 
ingly moved  from  Plattsburg  on  the  30th  of  March,  with 
about  4000  men,  and  found  the  main  body  of  the  British 
posted  at  La  Cole  Mill,  a  strong  and  extensive  stone  building, 
which  had  been  fortified  for  the  purpose.  The  state  of  the 
roads  did  not  admit  of  the  heavy  ordnance  being  brought  up, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  batter  the  walls  with  two  small 
pieces,  but  they  were  found  to  be  too  solid  to  be  shaken,  and, 
after  repeated  endeavours,  the  American  commander  drew 
off  his  forces,  having  sufiered  a  loss  of  100  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  He  subsequently  retired  to  Odietown,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  discontent  excited  in  the  public  mind  by  the 
result  of  this  and  the  preceding  expedition,  he  was  removed 
from  the  command,  which  devolved  upon  General  Izard. 

We  return  now  to  the  Ontario  frontier,  which,  during  the 
close  of  the  year  1813,  was  visited  by  some  of  the  severest 
calamities  of  war.    After  the  departure  of  Greneral  Wilkinson 
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on  his  iU*fated  expedition  to  Montreal,  the  conrniand  oi  fort 
George  devolved  upon  Brigadier-General  M'Clure»of  the  New 
York  militia.  The  force  of  this  officer  having  been  reduced 
on  the  10th  of  December,  hy  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service  of  the  militia,  to  about  100  men,  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient  to  abandon  the  place.  On  the  12th,  the  troops  were 
accordingly  removed,  haviug  previously  destroyed  the  fort 
and  public  property,  and,  it  is  painful  to  add,  the  flourishing 
village  of  Newark.  This  outrage  upon  humanity,  and  the 
laws  of  civilised  warfare,  perpetrated  at  an  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  and  without  any  sufficient  motive,  excited,  as  it 
deserved,  the  indignation  of  the  American  people.  It  was 
immediately  disavowed  by  the  government,  in  an  official  com- 
munication made  to  the  public  authorities  in  Canada;  but, 
before  the  disavowal  reached  the  latter,  a  severe  and  excessive 
measure  of  retaliation  had  been  taken.  On  the  19th,  at  mid- 
night, the  enemy  crossed  the  river  with  about  GOO  men,  sur* 
prised  fort  Niagara,  and  massacred  nearly  the  whole  garrison, 
consisting  of  about  300  men,  chiefly  invalids^  From  fort  Nia- 
gara, they  proceeded  to  Lewistown,  and,  after  routing  a  con- 
siderable body  of  militia,  burned  that  village,  Manchester, 
Youngstown,  and  the  Indian  settlement  of  Tuscaroras.  On 
the  30ti>  •  !  lie  same  month,  a  party  of  regulars,  militia,  and 
Indians,  in  number  about  700,  landed  at  Black  Rock  and  ad- 
vanced to  .the  town  of  Buflblo,  to  defend  which  a  body  of 
about  3500  militia  was  stationed.  On  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  however,  these  men  fled  without  firing  a  musket,  to 
their  lasting  disgrace,  and  the  unfortunate  village  was  soon 
taken,  and  immediately  reduced  to  ashes,  after  which,  the 
British  returned  to  Canada.  In  thus  devastating  a  whole 
frontier,  which,  but  a  little  while  before,  had  been  the  scene 
of  happiness  and  prosperity,  they  unquestionably  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  a  just  retaliation,  had  even  the  conduct  of 
General  M'Clure  received  the  sanction  of  the  American  go- 
vernment. In  this  case ;  in  the  employment  of  the  savages ; 
and,  indeed,  in  many  other  instances,  the  British  officers  ap- 
pear to  have  been  governed  by  a  vindictive  and  unrelenting 
spirit,  altogether  incompatible  with  the  relations  of  civilised 
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states,  and  with  the  enlarged  and  liberal  prineiplefi  of  religion 
and  morality. 

The  naval  warfare  on  lake  Ontario,  ahhongh  not  marked 
by  the  same  Ivilliant  events  as  that  on  lake  Brie,  was  yet  not 
devoid  of  interest.  Each  party  had,  at  different  times,  a  nu- 
merical superiority  of  force,  and  as  the  one  government  in- 
creased the  number  and  finre  of  its  vessels  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  other,  it  came  to  pass  that  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  ships  of  the  lai^est  magnitude  in  naval  architecture 
floated  over  those  waters,  whibh,  till  then,  had  borne  only  the 
light  skiff  of  the  Indian,  or  the  slender  shaltop  of  commerce. 
This  alternate  preponderance  of  force,  gave  occasion  to  the 
display  of  the  highest  skill  and  seamanriiip  by  the  two  com- 
manders; and,  notwithstanding  the  narrow  limits  of  the  lake, 
neither  party  was  able  to  boast  of  signal  success  over  the 
other.  In  the  month  of  August,  1813,  an  encounter  todk 
place  between  the  two  squadrons,  which,  after  being  pro- 
ductive of  a  variety  of  manosuvres,  terminated  in  the  capture 
of  two  of  the  smaller  American  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the 
superior  sailing  of  the  British  ships.  No  important  event 
occurred  subsequently  to  this  period,  until  the  beginning  of 
October.  Both  squadrons  weiie  then  on  the  lake,  but  the  pru- 
dent caution  of  the  British  commander,  whose  force  was  then 
inferior,  induced  him  to  avoid  a  general  action,  while  the 
eflforts  of  CfHnmodore  Ghauncey  were  generally  crippled  by 
the  dull  sailing  of  his  small  vessels.  On  the  5th,  luywever, 
after  a  firuidess  chase  of  the  British  squadron,  he  succeeded 
in  capturing  four  transports,  on  board  of  which  were  about 
900  officers  and  privates  of  the  regular  army.  The  winter 
and  spring  of  1814,  were  occupied  chiefly  in  augmenting  the 
force  of  the  two  fleets.  At  the  commencement  of  the  season, 
the  superiority  vras  on  the  side  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  a  frigate 
of  the  largest  size  was  then  building  at  Sackett's  Harbour, 
he  availed  himself  of  his  command  off  the  lake  to  destroy  as 
much  as  possible  the  American  means  of  warfore.  On  the 
5th  of  May,  an  attack  was  made  upon  Oswego,  a  small  vil- 
lage near  the  border  of  the  lake,  which  had  become  the  depo- 
sit of  a  oomnderaUe  quantity  of  naval  stores,  and  was  de- 
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fended  by  a  fort,  containing  five  guns  and  about  300  men, 
under  Colonel  Mitchell  The  enemy  made  an  attempt  to  land 
from  fifteen  boats,  but  so  heavy  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them 
from  the  fort,  that  they  were  coropelied  to  retire.  On  the 
succeeding  day,  the  whole  fleet  havii^  taken  a  position  to 
cannonade  the  fort,  the  British  troops  succeeded  in  effecting 
a  landing,  advanced,  and  took  possession  of  the  village,  firom 
which  the  naval  stores  had  principally  been  removed  through 
the  vigilance  of  Colonel  Mitchell.  Disappointed  in  their  ob- 
ject, the  British  retreated  on  the  7th,  with  the  loss  of  about 
100  men.  They  are  supposed  to  have  amounted  to  about 
1500,  and  were  under  the  command  of  General  Drummond. 
The  American  loss  was  about  70. 

The  launch  and  equipment  of  the  new  American  frigate, 
compelled  Sir  James  Yeo  to  withdraw  his  squadron  to  Kings- 
ton, leaving  a  number  of  gun«boats  on  the  lake.  The  oppor- 
tunity was  then  taken  by  the  American  officers,  to  remove 
the  stores  from  Oswego  to  Sackett's  Harbour  by  water.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  26th  of  May,  Captain  Woolsey,  of  the  navy, 
left  thi  former  port  with  eighteen  boats,  accompanied  by 
Major  Appling,  with  about  130  of  the  rifle  regiment,  and  an 
equal  number  of  Indians.  Having  arrived  off  Sandy  Creek, 
they  discovered  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  and,  in  consequence, 
entered  the  stream.  The  riflemen  and  Indians  were  landed, 
and  posted  in  an  ambuscade.  The  enemy,  as  was  expected, 
ascended  the  creek  and  landed  a  party,  which  was  moving  up 
its  bank,  when  the  Americans  rose  firom  their  ambush,  and 
opened  so  destructive  a  fire  upon  them,  that  in  ten  minutes 
they  surrendered,  to  the  number  of  about  900,  including  two 
post-captains  and  six  lieutenants.  With  these,  were  also  cap- 
tured three  gun-boats,  and  several  smaller  vessels.  Of  the 
Americans,  only  one  man  was  killed.  Shortly  after  this 
event,  Commodore  Chauncey,  having  completed  the  equipment 
of  his  new  frigate,  again  sailed  from  Sackett's  Harbour ;  but 
as  he  had  now  a  superiority  of  fi>rce,  the  British  commander 
did  not  think  proper  to  venture  an  engagement. 

The  campaign  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Ontario,  did  not 
commence  until  near  midsummer,    (general  Brown  was  de- 
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tached,  by  order  of  the  gorernment,  from  the  ncMthem  army 
to  Sackett's-Harbour,  with  about  3000  men.  After  his  arri- 
val at  the  latter  place,  he  remained  for  some  time  employed 
in  disciplining  and  organizing  troops,  until  he  received  direc- 
tions from  the  War  Department  to  move  to  Black  Rock  and 
Buffido,  with  a  view  to  future  operations  in  the  peninsula. 
The  army  at  Buflblo  amounted  to  between  3000  and  4000 
men,  and  was  composed  of  two  brigades  of  infantry,  under 
Generals  Scott  and  Ripley,  a  detachment  of  artillery,  and  a 
body  of  volunteers  from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  under 
General  P<»ter.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  this  well- 
appointed  and  gallant  force  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brit- 
ish fort  of  Erie,  opposite  to  Black  Rock.  Preparations  were 
immediately  made  for  an  assault,  but  before  the  artillery  could 
be  planted  it  surrendered,  and  the  garrison,  to  the  number  of 
137,  were  made  prisoners  of  war. 

Having  placed  a  small  garrison  in  fort  Erie,  General  Brown 
advanced,  on  the  succeeding  day,  to  within  two  miles  of  Chip- 
pewa, on  the  heights,  near  which  the  enemy's  troops,  to  the 
number  of  about  3000,  were  entrenched.  On  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  General  Porter  was  detached  with  the  volunteers  to 
drive  back  thb  enemy's  skirmishers;  and,  by  cutting  off  their 
retreat,  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  The  enemy  was 
not  slow  in  manifesting  a  disposition  to  meet  the  Americans. 
About  noon,  General  Riall,  who  commanded  the  British  forces, 
moved  out  of  his  works,  and  commenced  an  attack  upon  Ge- 
neral Porter's  command,  to  support  which,  the  first  brigade 
and  part  of  the  artillery  were  now  advanced,  and  took  post 
on  its  right.  The  determined  onset  of  the  British  regulars, 
soon  compelled  the  raw  troops  under  Greneral  Porter  to  give 
way,  and  thus  exposed  the  flank  of  General  Scott's  brigade. 
To  prevent  the  enemy  from  profiting  by  this  advantage,  G'e-' 
neral  Brown  now  ordered  up  General  Ripley's  brigade,  with 
directions  to  skirt  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  to 
gain,  if  possible,  the  rear  of  the  British  right.  After  a  severe 
struggle,  Major  Jessup,  with  the  left  flank  battalion  of  the 
first  brigade,  succeeded  in  reaching  a  position  from  which  he 

op^ied  so  galling  a  fire  as  to  compel  that  portion  of  their 
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troops  to  retrograde;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  continued  to  press  forward.  The  enemy  now, 
finding  his  efforts  inefibctuai  on  every  point,  gradually  fell 
baqk  until  he  reached  the  sloping  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chippewa,  where,  being  hard  pressed  by  the  victors,  his 
I*  retreat  became  a  rapid  and  disorderiy  flight  The  further 
aditance  of  the  American  troops  was  checked  by  the  enemy's 
batteries ;  and  the  day  being  now  too  far  spent  for  an  assault. 
General  Brown  drew  off  his  forces  and  returned  to  camp. 

The  battle  of  Chippewa  was  undoubtedly  the  best  fought 
action  that  had  yet  occurred  in  the  progress  of  the  war.  The 
numbers  on  both  sides  were  nearly  e<|ual ;  the  troops  engaged 
ware  chiefly  of  the  regular  army,  and  the  fidd  was  won  by 
fair  and  open  fighting.  The  Americans  had  for  some  time 
been  earnestly  employed  in  perfecting  themselves  in  disci- 
pline,  under  zealous  and  enlightened  oflloers,  who  were  anxious 
to  wipe  off  the  stigma  which  successive  defeats  had  attached 
to  the  American  arms.  The  British  troops,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  veterans,  and  many  of  them  had  recently  arrived,  flushed 
with  the  conquest  of  tl^  first  soldiers  of  Europe.  To  have 
beaten  them,  therefore,  by  dint  of  superior  skill  or  bravery, 
was  a  source  of  great  triumph  to  the  American  army,  and 
excited  unbounded  joy  in  the  republic.  The  loss  of  men  was 
nevertheless  unusually  great,  and  showed  the  obstinacy  with 
which  the  battle  had  been  contested.  The  <^cial  rqport  of 
General  Brown,  stated  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
the  American  army  at  328.  That  of  the  British  commander 
represented  his  whole  loss  to  have  amounted  to  499,  among 
whom  were  many  ofiicers  of  rank. 

Soon  after  his  defeat.  General  Riall  abandoned  the  works 
at  Chippewa,  and  fell  back  to  Queenstown,  while  the  Ameri- 
can  army  occupied  the  former  place,  and  no  operation  of  ma- 
terial importance  ensued  for  some  days.  On  the  25th,  how* 
ever.  General  Brown  being  informed  that  an  attack  was  me- 
ditated by  the  enemy  upon  Schlosser,  a  place  on  the  American 
side  of  the  Niagara,  where  the  sick  and  baggage  of  the  amqr 
had  been  sent,  resolved  to  draw  him  off,  if  possible,  firom  dm 
attempt.    Greneral  Scott  was  accordingly  despatched,  at  four 
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ia  the  aAeraoon,  with  his  owo  brigade,  Towson's  artillery, 
and  the  dragooos.    After  proceeding  about  two  miles,  the 
eoemy  was  found  posted  on  an  eminence^  with  the  Queens- 
town  road  in  their  front,  and  defended  by  a  battery  of  nine 
pieces  of  cannon.    A  narrow  strip  of  wood  intervened  be- 
tween the  two  armies.   After  despatching  an  express  for  rein- 
forcements, General  Scott  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy «    The 
action  was  commenced  by  Captain  Towson's  artillery,  and 
was  supported  for  an  hour  by  the  first  brigade  alone,  against 
the  greatly  superior  force  of  the  enemy.    The  right  of  the 
brigade  was  occupied  by  Major  Jessup,  with  the  35th  regi* 
ment.     This  gallant  officer,  finding  the  road  which  led  to  the 
British  rear  unoccupied,  threw  himself  upon  it  with  impetuo- 
sity, and  succeeded  in  capturing  General  Rial!  and  many 
other  officers  and  men.     The  ranks  of  the  Americans  were, 
however,  rapidly  thinning  under  the  severe  fire  from  the  ene- 
my's batteriesy  while  the  British  were  continually  receiving 
reinforcements.    The  day  was  nearly  spent  when  General  Rip- 
ley, with  the  second  brigade,  arrived  at  a  critical  moment. 
He  was  directed  by  General  Brown  to  form  on  the  right  of 
the  first  brigade,  but  perceiving  that  by  this  step  he  should 
subject  himself  to  a  similar  fate,  he  ^resolved  to  disobey  his 
orders,  to  place  himself  between  the  enemy  and  the  first  bri- 
gade, and  to  attack  the  heights  on  which  their  battery  was 
placed,  without  the  possession  of  which,  it  was  plain  the 
Americans  had  nothing  to  hope.     He  therefore  formed  the 
two  re^ments  of  which  his  brigade  was  composed  in  front  of 
General  Scott's  line,  and,  leading  the  23d  in  person,  he  di- 
rected Colonel  Miller,  with  the  21st,  to  assault  the  enemy's 
battery.     The  order  was  executed   by  the  latter  with  the 
utmost  gallantry.     After  a  short  contest,  in  which  many  of 
the  artillerymen  were  bayoneted  at  their  pieces,  the  enemy's 
cannon  were  carried,  and  at  the  same  moment  General  Rip-  I 
ley,  with  the  23d,  drove  the  infantry  from  the  crest  of  tV\e  ^ 
eminence.     The  British  troops  bcin<y  thus  forced  from  their 
position,  the  American  line  was  formed  in  front  of  the  cap- 
tured artillery.     The  conflict  was,  however,  not  yet  o^^^' 
The  enemy,  being  reinforced  by  a  large  body  of  fresh  trcK>P 
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brought  up  hb  whole  force,  and  mad^  three  reso.ute  and  de- 
termined attadcs  upon  the  Americans,  in  each  of  which,  after 
a  close  contest  of  bayonets,  he  was  repulsed  and  driven  down 
the  bill.  It  was  midnight.  The  command  of  the  American 
army  had  devolved  upon  Greneral  Ripley,  in  consequence  of 
the  wounds  of  Grenerals  Brown  and  Scott.  Previous  to  retir- 
ing from  the  field,  the  former  had  given  directions  to  General 
Ripley,  to  cdlect  the  wounded  and  return  to  camp.  These 
orders  were  now  obeyed,  but,  unfortunately,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  most  of  the  horses  being  killed,  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  remove  the  captured  cannon.  They  were,  therefore, 
left  on  the  field,  having  been  previously  spiked. 

In  this  sanguinary  engagement,  the  superiority  of  numbers 
was  unque8ti<mably  on  the  side  of  the  British ;  only  one-half 
of  the  American  army  was  engaged  at  one  time :  the  first 
brigade  having  been  put  almost  hors  du  combat,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  second.  The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
ceived continued  accessions  of  fresh  troops  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.  The  palm  of  victory  was  claimed 
by  both  parties.  If  occupying  the  position  of  an  enemy, 
after  previously  driving  him  from  it,  obtaining  possession  of 
his  artillery,  and  retaining  it  in  opposition  to  his  repeated 
efforts  to  recover  it,  be  not  a  victory,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  to  what  actions  that  expression  can  be  applied.  The 
British  troops  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  field  before  the 
Americans  retired  to  their  camp,  and  every  appearance  ef 
opposition  had  ended.  The  loss  of  men  was  great  on  both 
sides.  Of  the  British,  84  were  killed,  including  five  oflicers, 
559  wounded,  among  whom  were  Generals  Drummond  and 
Riall  and  39  other  oflicers,  and  235  missing,  of  whom  169 
were  taken  prisoners.  Of  the  Americans,  11  officers,  and 
160  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates  were  killed,  54 
oflicers,  and  417  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
wounded,  and  8  officers,  and  109  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  missing. 

"  On  the  succeeding  morning,  General  Ripley,  in  conformity 
with  orders  from  General  Brovni,  put  his  troops  in  motion  on 
the  Queenstown  road,  but  having  soon  afterwards  learned 
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that  the  enemy  wa8  in  great  force,  at  no  considerabte  distance, 
while  his  own  strength  did  not  exceed  1600  etkciives,  he 
again  resolved  to  disobey  his  instructions.  He  therefore 
broke  up  the  camp  at  Chippewa,  and,  destroying  the  bridges 
in  his  rear,  retreated  to  fort  Erie,  the  defences  of  which  were 
immediately  repaired  and  strengthened.  The  enemy,  to  the 
number  of  about  5000  men,  followed  his  footsteps,  and  en- 
camped about  two  miles  from  fori  Erie,  to  which  they  now 
laid  a  regular  siege.  On  the  day  after  the  commencement  of 
the  siege,  (General  Gaines  arrived  from  Sackett's  Harbour, 
and  took  the  command.  From  this  period  until  the  14th  of 
August,  a  heavy  cannonade  was  maintained  against  the  Ame- 
rican works,  and  the  approaches  of  the  besiegers  were  gra- 
dually drawn  nearer.  At  length,  at  two  in  the  morning  of 
the  15th,  the  British  troops  moved  to  the  assault  in  three 
columns.  The  right,  under  Colonel  Fisher,  advanced  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  American  left,  which  was  de- 
fended by  the  21st  regiment,  and  Towson's  artillery,  when  it 
was  received  with  so  destructive  a  fire,  that,  after  four  suc- 
cessive attempts  to  advance,  it  broke  and  fled.  The  left 
column,  under  Colonel  Scott,  was  received  by  the  9tli  regi- 
ment, Captain  Douglas's  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  vo- 
lunteers, and  retreated  after  the  first  fire.  The  centre  column, 
led  by  Colonel  Drummond,  advanced  under  cover  of  a  ravine, 
without  loss,  to  the  wall,  against  which  they  placed  scaling- 
ladderis,  and,  after  a  sanguinary  struggle,  established  them- 
selves for  a  short  time  on  the  bastion ;  at  this  moment,  a  sud- 
den explosion  took  place  under  the  platform,  which  destroyed 
numbers  of  both  armies,  and  put  the  remainder  of  the  enemy 
to  flight.  The  remains  of  the  British  columns  then  retired 
to  the  camp.  The  loss  of  the  assailants  was  very  severe. 
Colonels  Scott  and  Drummond,  with  54  others,  were  killed 
319  wounded,  and  439  missing,  most  of  whom  were  killed 
wounded.    The  American  loss  amounted  to  but  84  in  all. 

The  besieging  army  lay  comparatively  inactive  for  a 
siderable  period  after  this  repulse.    Fresh  troops  were 
stantly  arriving,  and  a  heavy  cannonade  was  continued  ag*^ 
the  fort.    The  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  proving 
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severe  and  destructive,  General  Brown,  who  had  resumed  the 
command,  resolved  on  a  sortie,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
their  destruction.  The  British  force  at  this  time  consisted  of 
three  brigades,  of  about  1500  men  each,  one  of  which  was 
alternately  stationed  at  the  batteries,  while  the  others  re- 
mained at  the  camp,  two  miles  distant.  At  noon,  on  the  17th 
of  September,  the  party  destined  for  this  enterprise  moved 
out  of  the  fort  in  two  divisions.  The  left,  under  General 
Porter,  advanced  through  a  wood  with  so  much  celerity,  that 
the  enemy  were  completely  surprised ;  a  short  conflict  ensued, 
which  ended  in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  and  garrison,  with 
the  loss  of  Colonels  Gibson  and  Wood,  who  fell  gallantly 
fighting  at  the  head  of  their  men.  The  right  division,  under 
General  Miller,  had  been  stationed  in  a  ravine,  witli  direc- 
tions not  to  advance  until  General  P<Nrter  should  have  gained 
the  enemy's  flank.  The  noise  of  the  firing  being  heard.  Ge- 
neral Miller  immediately  moved  forward,  and,  after  a  cloee 
and  severe  contest,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  batteries  were 
carried.  The  cannon  were  then  spiked,  and  the  troops,  hav- 
ing accomplished  their  object,  returned  to  their  fort,  carrying 
with  them  380  prisoners.  Besides  this  loss,  115  of  the  enemy 
were  killed,  and  178  wounded.  The  American  loss  was  also 
very  severe :  79  were  killed,  among  whom  was  General  Davis 
of  the  New  York  militia,  232  wounded,  and  216  missing. 

The  success  of  this  enterprise  compelled  the  British  com- 
mander to  raise  the  siege,  and  fall  back  behind  the  Chippewa. 
The  American  army  was  also  soon  afterwards  strongly  rein- 
forced, by  the  arrival  of  Major-General  Izard,  with  5000  men 
from  Plattsburg.  Having  taken  the  chief  command,  that 
ofilicer  immediately  advanced  towards  Chippewa,  where  he 
found  the  enemy  strongly  entrenched,  and  vainly  endeavoured 
to  entice  him  into  the  field.  The  season  being  far  advanced, 
it  was  determined  to  withdraw  the  army  to  the  American 
shore.  Fort  Erie  was  therefore  destroyed,  and  the  troops 
went  into  winter-quarters  at  Buffalo,  Black  Rock,  and  Ba- 
tavia. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Remarkable  Cruise  of  the  Essex — Engaged  by  a  superior  British  Force--8an- 
giiinar>  Battle  of  three  Hours— Capture  of  the  Essex. 

**  Thou  canst  not  boaat  a  victory  rightlj  won.** 

The  spring  of  1814  was  distinguished  for  the  loss  of  the 
American  frigate  Essex,  Commodore  David  Porter,  which 
was  captured  on  the  28th  of  March,  in  the  Bay  of  Valparaiso, 
South  America,  by  a  superior  British  force.  The  cruise  of 
the  Essex  is  remarkable  for  its  extent,  and  the  adventurous 
spirit  with  which  it  was  conducted.  The  Essex  sailed  from 
the  Delaware  in  October,  1813,  under  orders  to  join  the 
squadron  of  Commodore  Bainbridge,  off  the  coast  of  South 
America.  After  touching  at  the  Cape  De  Yerds,  Captain 
Porter  lurrived  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  in  November,  and  not 
finding  the  Constitution,  proceeded  round  Cape  Horn,  which 
he  doubled,  during  tremendous  storms,  in  the  month  of  Feb* 
ruary.  He  then  put  into  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  and  having 
procured  the  necessary  supplies,  sailed  for  the  Gallipagps 
islands.  Here  he  cruised  for  the  space  of  six  months,  during 
which  he  inflicted  incalculable  injury  on  the  enemy's  com- 
merce. The  whole  of  the  British  vessels  at  that  time  on  the 
Pacific  were  captured,  to  the  number  of  twelve  ;\hree  of 
them  were  sent  to  Valparaiso,  three  to  the  United  States,  and 
two  given  up  to  the  prisoners.  Of  the  remainder,  one  was 
converted  into  a  vessel  of  war,  on  which  he  mounted  twenty 
guns,  and  named  her  the  Essex  Junior,  and  with  her  and  the 
other  three,  he  proceeded  to  the  Marquesas  islands,  for  the 
purpose  of  provisioning  and  repairing  his  frigate.  At  Nooa- 
keva,  one  of  this  group,  he  met  with  a  very  hospitable  recep- 
tion from  the  natives  in  general ;  but  the  hostile  conduct  of 
the  Typees,  one  of  the  tribes,  led  to  a  conflict  with  them, 
which  ended  in  the  destruction  of  their  village,  with  circum- 
stances of  severity  deeply  to  be  regretted. 

In  company  with  the  Essex  Junior,  Captain  Porter  sailed 
from  Nooakeva  on  the  12th  of  December,  and  arrived  at 
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Valparaiso  shortly  afterwards.  They  had  not  been  here 
long,  when  a  British  frigate,  the  Phoebe,  Captain  Hillyar, 
with  the  Cherub  sloop  of  war,  appeared  off  the  port,  having 
been  fitted  out  expressly  to  meet  the  Essex.  Their  united 
force  was  much  greater  than  Captain  Porter's,  the  Essex 
Junior  being  a  mere  store-ship.  After  a  blockade  of  six 
weeks,  he  at  length  made  an  attempt  to  get  to  sea;  unfortu- 
nately, in  rounding  a  point,  a  squall  carried  away  his  main- 
topmast,  and  thus  precluded  all  hope  of  getting  out.  Return- 
ing to  the  harbour  was  equally  impracticable,  and  Captain 
Porter  therefore  ran  into  a  small  bay,  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  shore,  where  the  laws  of  "war  ought  to  have  protected 
him.  Captain  Hillyar,  however,  regardless  of 'these  rules, 
commenced  an  attack  before  a  spring  could  be  put  on  the  Es- 
sex's cable.  The  Phcebe  and  Cherub  both  took  a  position 
under  her  stern,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  their  broad- 
sides. In  return,  Captain  Porter  could  bring  only  three 
twelve-pounders  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  and,  finding  his  crew 
to  be  falling  fast  around  him,  he  cut  his  cable,  and  ran  dovni 
with  the  intention  of  laying  the  Phosbe  on  board.  The  latter, 
however,  kept  away,  and  being  armed  with  long  guns,  the 
Essex  carrying  only  carronades,  her  fire  was  so  destructive 
that  Captain  Porter  determined  to  run  his  ship  on  shore ;  but 
the  wind  setting  off  the  land,  he  was  unable  to  accomplish  his 
purpose,  and,  after  a  sanguinary  contest  of  three  hours,  no 
alternative  remained  but  to  strike  his  colours.  The  slaughter 
on  board  the  Essex  viras  very  great ;  out  of  255  men,  154 
were  killed,  wounded  or  missing.  The  flag  of  the  Essex  was 
not  struck  to  an  equal  force.  The  Phcebe  mounted  53  guns, 
and  had  on  board  320  men ;  the  Cherub,  28  guns,  and  180 
men.  The  number  of  guns  on  board  the  two  vessels  was, 
therefore,  81,  while  the  Essex  carried  only  46.  The  Essex 
Junior  was  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Valparaiso  during  the 
action,  in  which  she  bore  no  part 
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,'    CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Captain  Warrington,  Commander  of  the  Peacock,  falla  in  with  and  ca|>tures 
the  Briciah  Brig  Epervier— Prixe  brought  to  the  United  Sutea. 

**  Then  here 's  to  the  heroes,  high-eonnding  in  atory , 
Who  have  gallantly  met  and  conquered  the  foe." 

Ths  ship  Peacock,  of  18  guns,  connDandad  by  Captain 
Warrington,  being  on  a  cruise  on  the  southern  coast,  fell  in 
with,  on  the  29th  of  October,  the  British  brig  Epervier,  of 
equal  force.  After  an  action  of  forty-two  minutes,  the  latter 
surrendered,  with  the  loss  of  8  killed  and  15  wounded.  Only 
one  man  was  killed,  and  two  wounded,  on  board  the  Peacock* 
The  prize,  which  was  found  to  contain  $120,000,  was  brought 
safely  to  the  United  States. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

General  Roes  marehea  to  the  Capitol  of  the  United  Statea—lMuea  Ordsra  for  the 
Burning  of  the  Pubtio  Boildinga-^rder  ezeeated. 


Wkum  the  shouts  of  naval  victories  yet  echoed  over  the 
land,  the  public  attention  was  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  on  the  sea-board.  About  the  middle  of 
August,  between  fifty  and  sixty  sail  of  the  British  aVrived  in 
the  Chesapeake,  with  troops  destined  for  the  attack  of  Wash- 
ington, the  capital  of  the  United  States.  On  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust, 6000  British  troops,  conunanded  by  General  Ross,  forced 
their  way  to  that  place,  burnt  the  capitol,  president's  house, 
and  executive  offices.  Having  thus  accomplished  an  object 
highly  disgraceful  to  the  British  arms,  and  wantonly  burned 
public  buildings,  the  ornament  and  pride  of  the  nation,  the 
destruction  of  which  could  not  hasten  the  termination  of  the 
war,  on  the  5t5th  they  retired,  and,  by  rapid  marches,  re- 
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gained  their  shipping,  having  lost,  during  the  expedition 
nearly  1000  men. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  this  deplorable  affair — 
a  narrative  that  reflects  even  more  discredit  on  the  temporary 
conquerors  than  upon  the  conquered  themselves. 

The  troops,  under  General  Ross,  were  landed  at  Benedict, 
on.  the  Pawtuxet,  forty-seven  miles  from  Washington.  On 
the  21st,  they  moved  toward  Nottingham,  and  the  following 
day  reached  Marlborough.  A  British  flotilla,  commanded  by 
Cockburn,  consisting  of  launches  and  barges,  ascended 'the 
river  at  the  same  time,  keeping  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
army.  The  day  following,  on  approaching  the  American 
flotilla  of  Commodore  Barney,  which  had  taken  refuge  hi^ 
up  the  river,  twelve  miles  from  Washington,  some  sailors  left 
on  board  the  flotilla  for  the  purpose,  should  it  be  necessary, 
set  fire  to  it  and  fled. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  British  army  at  Bladensburg,  six 
miles  from  Washington,  General  Winder,  commander  of  the 
American  forces,  chiefly  militia  collected  for  the  occasion, 
ordered  them  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  principal  part  of 
the  militia,  however,  fled  at  the  opening  of  the  contest.  Com- 
modore Barney,  with  a  few  eighteen-pounders,  and  about  400 
men,  made  a  gallant  resistance ;  but,  being  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  himself  wounded,  he  and  a  part  of  his  brave 
band  were  compelled  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of 
war. 

From  Bladenaburg,  General  Ross  urged  his  march  to  Wash- 
ington, where  he  arrived  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  eveniDg. 
Having  stationed  his  main  body  at  the  distance  of  a  mUe  and 
a  half  icom  the  capitol,  he  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of 
about  700  men,  soon  after  which,  he  issued  his  orders  lor  the 
d>nflagration  of  the  public  buildings.  With  the  capitcd  were 
consumed  its  valuable  libraries,  and  all  the  fiiniitive  and 
articles  of  taste  and  value  in  that  and  in  the  other  buildi]^. 
The  great  bridge  across  the  Potomac  vnis  burnt,  together 
vrith  an  elegaat  hotel,  and  other  private  buildings. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Attack  on  Baltimore  by  Ross — Gallantry  of  the  Americans — Overpowered  by 
Numbers — ^Retreat — ^Americans  entrenched  two  Miles  from  Baltimore — Enemy 
appear  next  Morniag  after  tbe  Battle— Abandon  the  Idea  of  taking  the  City  as  im- 
practicable. 

**  Bat  undauntedly  fly  to  the  aoeiie  of  coramotioD, 
To  figrht  for  their  lights,  till  they  die  or  pievail." 

The  capture  or  Washington  was  followed,  September  12th, 
by  an  attack  on  Baltimore,  in  which  the  American  forces, 
militia,  and  inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  made  a  gallant  defence. 
Being,  however,  overpowered  by  a  superior  force,  they  were 
compelled  to  retreat ;  but  they  fought  so  valiantly,  that  the 
attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  city  was  abandoned  by  the 
enemy,  who,  during  the  night  of  Tuesday,  13th,  retired  to 
their  shaping,  having  lost,  among  their  killed.  General  Boss, 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  troops.  Having  made 
this  general  statement,  we  will  now  proceed  to  detail  more 
particularly  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  this  unsuccessful 
expe(tition. 

The  British  army,  after  the  capture  of  Washington,  having 
re-embarked  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Pawtuxent,  Admirial 
Cochrane  moved  down  the  river,  and  proceeded  up  the  Chesa- 
peake. On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  September,  he  ap- 
peared at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco,  fourteen  miles  from 
Baltimore,  with  a  fleet  of  ships  of  war  and  transports,  amount- 
ing to  fifty  sail. 

On  the  next  day,  12th,  land  forces,  to  the  number  of  6000, 
were  landed  at  North  Point,  and,  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Ross,  commenced  their  march  towards  the  city.  In 
anticipation  of  the  landing  of  the  troops.  General  Strieker 
was  despatched  with  3200  m«n  from  Baltimore,  to  keep  the 
enemy  in  cbecL 

On  the  13th,  a  battle  was  fought  by  the  two  armies.  Early 
in  the  engagement,  a  cofttideiuUe  part  of  General  Strieker's 
troops  retreated  in  confusion,  leaving  him  scarcely  1400  men, 
to  whom  was  opposed  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy.    An  in- 
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cessant  fire  was  continued  from  half-past  two  o'clock,  till  a 
little  before  four,  when  General  Strieker,  finding  the  contest 
unequal,  and  that  the  enemy  outflanked  him,  retreated  upon 
his  reserve,  which  was  effected  in  good  order.  The  loss  of 
the  Americans,  in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  163, 
among  whom  were  some  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
Baltimore. 

The  enemy  made  his  appearance  the  next  morning  in  front 
of  the  American  entrenchments,  at  a  distance  of  two  miles 
from  the  city,  showing  an  intention  of  renewing  the  attack. 

In  the  meantime,  an  attack  was  made  on  fort  M'Henry, 
from  frigates,  bombs,  and  rocket-vessels,  which  continued 
through  the  day  and  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  doing, 
however,  but  little  damage. 

In  the  course  of  the  night  of  Tuesday,  Admiral  Cochrane 
held  a  communication  with  the  commander  of  the  land  forces, 
and  the  enterprise  of  taking  the  city  being  deemed  imprac- 
ticable, the  troops  were  re-embarked,  and  the  next  day  the 
fleet  descended  the  bay,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  released  inha- 
bitants. 


^^^/S^^^^^^^^^^^y>k^t^fS^^^^^^>t>^*^^^0 
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Capture  of  a  Briciah  Squadron  on  Lake  Champlam  by  Macdonongk— Battle  lasts 
■ereral  Hoan-*Three  Galleys  sank— Battle  at  Plattsburg  in  sight  of  that  on  the 
Lake— AmericaDfl  Tietorious  by  Land  and  Water — Last  Operations  of  the  Enemy 
m  that  QuBiter. 

"  Fame,  let  thy  trumpet  sonnd, 
Tell  all  the  world  around.*' 

''  By  hard  fighting,  sir." 

WmuB  the  southern  States  were  thus  experiencing  the 
calamities  /of  an  aggravated  and  relentless  hostility,  another 
portion  of  the  Union  had  been  invaded  by  the  enemy,  under 
circumstances  very  unfavourable  to  the  cause  of  the  republic. 
The  peace  of  Europe  had  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
government  a  large  and  formidable  army,  with  which  it  was 
enabled  to  attempt  schemes  of  conquest  and  destruction,  more 
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extensive  than  any  it  had  yet  conceived.  The  first  step  in 
its  new  plans  was  apparently  to  obtain  the  conunand  of  lake 
Charoplain,  and  thence  to  move  down  the  Hudson,  thus  divid- 
ing the  eastern  section  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  while  the 
discontent  so  strongly  numifested  in  the  New  England  States 
would,  it  was  hoped,  lead  also  to  a  political  division.  The 
expected  xeinforoements  arrived  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  organized,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  lead  them  on  the  expedition.  On  the  3d  of  Septeip- 
ber.  Sir  George  Prevost,  at  the  head  of  14,000  regular  troops, 
crossed  the  American  frontier,  and  took  possession  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Champlain,  intending  thence  to  proceed  to  the  attaek 
of  Plattsburg,  while  the  British  squadron  should  at  the  same 
time  engage  that  of  the  Americans  on  the  lake. 

The  march  of  General  hard  to  Sackett's  Harbour  bad  lefl 
Plattsburg  undefended,  except  by  about  1500  regular  troops,! 
under  Brigadier-General  Macomb.  On  the  news  of  the  ene- 
my's design,  the  utmost  exertion  was  made  by  this  oflker  to 
collect  a  force  of  militia,  and  to  put  the  works  thrown  up  for 
the  protection  of  the  place  in  the  best  state  of  defence.  By 
the  4th  of  September,  about  1000  militia  were  collected,  par^ 
of  whom  were  stationed  seven  miles  in  advance,  to  obstruct] 
the  progress  of  the  enemy.  On  the  6th,  the  latter  was  dis- 
covered approaching,  and,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  the  militia 
party  retired  in  confusion.  The  advance  of  the  British  co- 
lumn was,  however,  consideraMy  retarded  by  the  felling  of 
trees,  and  other  means,  and  General  Macomb  removed  the 
planks  of  the  bridge  across  the  Saranac,  on  the  right  bank  of 
which  his  entrenched  camp  was  situated.  The  enemy  having 
made  his  appearance,  his  light  troops  entered  the  tovna^  and 
annoyed  the  Americans  on  the  opposite  bank,  until,  by  a  few 
hot  shot,  the  buildings  were  set  on  fire,  and  several  attempts  II 
to  cross  on  the  ruins  of  the  bridges  were  uniformly  repulsed.  U 
From  this  period  to  the  11th,  the  British  commander  was] 
occupied  in  throwing  up  batteries  opposite  the  Amerioan  linfts, 
and  General  Macomb,  on  his  part,  was  no  less  active  in) 
strengthening  his  woriu,  and  augmenting  his  force. 

The  operations  of  Sir  George  Prevost  appear  to  b^^^ 
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been  retarded  by  the  delay  in  fitting  out  the  sqaadron,  whose 
cooperation  he  conceived  necessary  to  the  success  of  an  as- 
sault. At  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  British  ves- 
sels appeared  in  view  of  Piattsburg.  Their  fleet  consisted  of 
the  firigate  Confiance,  of  39  guns,  the  brig  Linnet,  of  16,  the 
sloops  Chub  an!  Finch,  of  11  each,  and  thirteen  galleys, 
mounting  18  gun< ;  carrying  in  all  95  guns,  and  about  1000 
men,  and  was  commanded  by  Captain  Downie.  The  American 
squadron  was  anchored  in  the  twy  of  Piattsburg,  and  carried 
in  all  8C  ^uns,  and  about  800  men.  It  was  commanded  by 
Commodore  Macdonough,  and  consisted  of  the  Saratoga,  of 
26  guns,  the  Eagle,  of  90,  the  Ticonderoga,  of  17,  the  Preble, 
of  7,  and  ten  galleys,  mounting  16  guns.  At  nine  in  the 
morning,  the  British  commodore,  in  the  Confiance,  anchored 
abreast  of  the  Saratoga,  at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards ; 
and  the  remaining  vessels  of  his  squadron  took  their  stations 
opposite  to  those  of  the  Americans.  The  engagement  then 
commenced.  After  a  fire  of  two  hours,  (Jommodore  Macdo- 
nough, fihding  that  the  superior  force  of  the  Confiance  had 
crippled  most  of  the  guns  on  the  starboard  side  of  his  vessel, 
resolved  to  wind  her  round  and  open  a  firesh  fire.  This  diffi- 
cult mr^-y^vre  was  performed  with  success,  and  the  Confi- 
ance, bi  <  unable  to  eflect  the-  same  operation,  soon  after- 
wards surrendered.  The  brig  and  sloops  followed  the  same 
fate ;  three  of  the  galleys  were  sunk,  and  the  rest  escaped. 
This  glorious  and  memcM-able  victory  was  gained  with  little 
comparative  destruction  of  life.  The  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  Americans  amounted  to  110;  of  the  British,  84  were 
killed,  including  Captain  Downie,  and  110  wounded.  Being 
asked  by  the  British  commander  how  he  gained  the  battle, 
he  answered,  "By  heard  fightings  mrJ** 

The  attack  of  the  American  batteries  commenced  at  the 
same  moment  with  the  naval  engagement  Repeated  attempts 
were  made,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  bombardment,  to  force  a 
passage  of  the  river,  in  each  of  which  the  assailants  were 
repulsed  with  great  loss.  The  surrender  of  the  fleet,  which 
was  announced  by  the  shouts  of  victory  from  the  American 
Knes,  induced  the  British  commander  to  withdraw  his  troopa 
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finom  the  ccmtest.  At  two  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the 
whole  British  army  precipitately  retreated,  leaving  their  sick 
and  wounded  behind,  and  reached  Chazy,  eight  miles  distant, 
before  their  flight  was  discovered.  Upwards  of  500  deserters 
soon  afterwards  came  in,  and  their  whole  loss  was  supposed, 
by  General  Macomb,  to  be  about  2500 ;  that  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  only  99.  Such  was  the  issue  of  this  powerful  ex- 
pedition, the  last  operation  undertaken  by  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter.  The  double  victory  of  the  army  and  navy  raised 
the  hopes,  and  exalted  the  reputation  of  the  American  people, 
and  had  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  issue  of  the  negotiations 
then  pending  between  the  two  countries. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Geaenl  Jaekaon  procMda  to  New  Orkan8--Gi«at  Disphy  of  nuntal  Eaittgf^ 
The  Militia  of  Kentueky  and  ToDneasee  are  hastened  onward  to  defend  the  City- 
Fortifications  thrown  op— Nesproea  compelled  to  work — ^Martial  Law  proclaimed 
—American  Lines  on  both  Sides  of  the  Misaaiippi  Pestmction  of  the  Sohooner 
Caroline— The  great  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  Kighth  of  Janvtrf— Ameri- 
cans gain  a  glorious  Victory  and  saTS  New  Orleans. 


**Ju$imneitentieemfnpoBiH 
Si  fractus  Wabatur  arbiSt 
Improvidum  ferierU  RtUiuBy 

'^llie  man  naolTed,  and  gteady  to  hk  trost. 
Inflexible  to  ill,  and  obatiimtely  JQtt; 


From  orbs  convalsed  shonld  all  the  planets  flj, 
IVorld  crash  on  woild,  and  oeean  mix  with  drf ; 
He«  nnconeemM,  woold  yiew  the  ftlling  whotoy 
And  still  maintam  the  pnipose  of  his  soul." 

AifOTHBR  brilliant  series  of  events  remains  to  be  recorded 
before  we  terminate  the  narration  of  military  operations.  In 
the  extreme  south,  as  well  as  on  the  remote  northern  frontier, 
a  ray  of  glory  was  shed  on  the  closing  scenes  of  war,  and 
a  fresh  lessonincuJcated  of  the  strength  and  power  of  a  free 
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people  contendkig  against  the  tnTaden  of  their  soil.  After 
the  oonohision  of  the  contest  with  the  GreekSt  General  Jaok« 
son  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Mobile,  where  he  neoeired  in* 
formation  that  about  300  British  troops,  under  Col<Miel 
Nicholls,  had  arrived  at  Peasacola,  and  that  an  additional 
force  of  thirteen  sail  c€  the  line,  and  10,000  m^n,  were  daily 
expected.  With  his  characteristic  promptitude,  he  inmiedi* 
ately  made  an  additional  call  on  the  people  of  Tennessee,  and 
took  effioient  measures  to  prepare  for  defence.  The  entrance 
of  the  bay  of  Mobile  is  defended  by  fort  Bowyer,  which  was 
at  that  time  garris(med  by  120  men  of  the  Sd  infantry,  under 
Major  Lawrence.  On  the  15th  of  ^ptember,  Cobnel  Nt« 
cholls  appeared,  with  four  vessels  of  war,  off  the  port,  and 
soon  afterwards  landed  a  body  of  300  men,  composed  of  regu- 
lars and  Indians.  An  attack  was  commenced  at  the  same 
time  by  land  and  water;  but,  after  a  cannonade  of  three 
hours,  the  British  vessels  were  coiti|ieIled  to  retreat,  and  the 
commodore's  frigate  was  so  much  disabled,  that  she  drifted 
on  ih(ft*e,  Wh^e  she  was  set  on  fi^e  and  abandoned  by  her 
crew,  only  90  of  whom,  out  of  170,  escaped.  The  troops 
retreated  by  kind  to  Pensadola. 

The  goi^rtunerit  of  Florida,  having  thus  sufiered  its  neutral 
territory  to  be  violated,  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting  an  injury 
on  the  United  SN»t€9,  General  Jackson  resolved  to  demand 
satisfaction.  He  therefore  marched  from  Mobile  with  a  body 
of  Tennessee  volunteers,  9000  of  whom  had  recently  joined 
him,  some  regVilttVS,  attd  a  few  Choctaw  Indians ;  and,  having 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola  on  the  6th  of  November, 
he  sent  a  flag,  which  was  fired  on  and  forced  to  return.  He 
now  determined  to  take  possession  of  a  place  which  had  been 
so  long  made  use  of  by  the  enemies  of  the  repuolic  to  its  aa 
j  noyance.  fisdrly  on  the  7th,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion. 
The  American  encampment  being  to  the  west,  it  was  sup- 
posed the  afttack  would  be  made  in  that  quarter,  and  accord- 
ingly the  chirf  preparations  of  defence  were  made  by  the 
British  aad  Spaniards  on  that  side.  The  main  body  of  the 
Americans,  however,  were  directed  to  an  opposite  point,  and 
the  garrison,  being  completely  stn-prised,  were  soon  driven 
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from  their  positions ;  capitulaUon  was  then  sigpe^^  by  which 
Pensacola  and  the  different  fortiresses  were  ourreodered  tp  the 
United  States.  The  fort,  called  the  Barranca^^  wi^ch  coni-^ 
manded  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  remaiqyed  yet  to  be  tak^n 
possession  of.  Genenl  Jack^oo  was  about  onuchiiig  l]tM  army 
for  this  purptMe^  when,  infaelli^oce  wa^  reo^iy^d  of  ita  d^ 
structioQ  by  the  British  troops,  who,  with  their  ^ipipiogjr  thieo 
evacuated  the  bay«  Th»  govdrnmespt  of  the  U9ited  States 
had  not  authorized  the  r^-construction  of  thea)#  and  General 
Jacksoi^  qoon  afterwards  returjned  to  Mobile* 

While  at  Mobile,  intelligc^nce  was  received  that  a  formi- 
dable expedition  wa3  preparing  for  the  iavasion  of  Louisiana, 
and  General  Jackson  proceeded  immediately  to  New  Orleans. 
Here  abundant  occasion  waa  offered  /or  the  exercise  of  his 
varied  talents,  and  the  display  of  bi$  meatal  energy*  This 
important  city  was  not  properly  deii^ded  at  any  one  of  the 
points  from  which  it  might  be  ansailed;  its  popji]a;tioiQ  was 
various,  disunited,  a{>prehensive,  and  discootwted ;  many  bad 
reftised  to  comply  with  the  milUia  draft,  and  even  the  legis* 
lative  assembly  was  not  free  &om  the  spirit  of  disaffiictioU' 
In  this  state  of  things,  the  most  decided  and  efficient  measure 
were  necessary,  and  General  Jackson  wail  not  slow  in  adopt* 
ing  them.  The  defences  of  the  Missis^ppi  were  strens^hmed ; 
the  inlets  or  bayous  to  the  east  were  obstructed ;  the  militia 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  who  bad  been  ordered  out  by 
the  government,  were  hastened  in  their  piogress,  and  the  pa- 
triotism  of  the  people  aroused  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

At  length,  early  in  December,  a  fleet  of  sixty  sail  of  vassals 
was  discovered  off  the  Ship  island.  A  naval  force  of  five  gun- 
boats, under  Lieutenant  Jones,  had  been  collected  on  the  lakes 
east  of  the  town,  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  able  sue- 
cessfuUy  to  defend  the  narrow  inlet ;  and  now,  on  the  newj  of 
the  enemy's  approach.  Lieutenant  Jones  made  sail  for  the 
passes  of  the  lake  Pontchartrain.  Here,  on  the  13lh,  he  was 
attacked  by  the  enemy's  barges,  to  Uie  number  of  forty^three, 
with  upwards  of  1000  men,  and,  after  a  gallant  defence  of  an 
hour,  was  compelled  to  surrender.  The  capture  of  these  ves* 
sels  having  given  the  enemy  the  entire  command  of  the  ap- 
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proaches  to  New  Orleans  in  that  quarter,  General  Jackson 
redoubled  his  vigilance  and  exertions.  The  militia  of  the  city 
was  called  out  en  masse ;  an  embargo  was  laid  on  the  vessels 
in  the  harbour ;  the  negroes  were  impressed  and  compelled  to 
work  on  the  fortifications ;  and,  soon  afterwards,  martial  law 
was  proclaimed.  These  strong  and  unusual  measures,  which 
nothing  but  the  urgency  of  the  case  could  have  justified,  led 
probably  to  the  salvation  of  New  Orleans. 

Most  of  the  bayous  and  canals  leading  to  the  Mississippi, 
had  been  obstructed  or  guarded  with  care.  One,  called  the 
bayou  Bienvenu,  being  little  known,  was  unfortunately  left 
open  and  undefended,  except  by  a  picket-guard.  On  the  22d, 
the  enemy  came  suddenly  on  the  American  detachment,  sur- 
prised them,  and  having  pushed  rapidly,  reached  the  bank  of 
the  river  by  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  General  Jackson, 
who  had  been  joined  the  preceding  day  by  4000  Tennessee 
militia,  under  General  Carrol,  resolved  immediately  on  attack- 
ing them.  With  about  2000  men,  consisting  of  General  Cof- 
fee's brigade  of  militia,  a  small  body  of  regulars,  and  the  city 
volunteers,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery,  he  marched  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  leaving  General  Carrol's  force,  and 
the  city  militia,  to  defend  the  Gentilly  road. 

The  left  of  the  enemy's  line  resting  on  the  river.  General 
Jackson  ordered  the  armed  schooner  Caroline  to  take  a  station 
from  which  a  fire  could  be  advantageously  opened  upon  it,  at 
the  same  moment  that  the  attack  should  be  made  by  the  land 
forces.  This  plan  was  put  in  execution  about  seven  in  the 
evening.  The  brigade  of  General  Coffee  rushed  impetuously 
on  the  British  right,  while  Greneral  Jackson,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  forces,  assailed  their  left,  and  the  battery  of  the 
Caroline  was  directed  with  considerable  effect.  The  enemy, 
although  taken  by  surprise,  soon  formed,  and  withstood  the 
assault  with  bravery.  A  thick  fog  arising,  the  American 
commander  withdrew  his  troops,  and,  at  four  in  the  morning, 
retired  to  a  strong  position  near  the  city.  His  loss  in  this 
short  engagement  was  34  killed,  115  wounded,  and  74  miss- 
ing.   That  of  the  British  was,  in  all,  313. 

The  American  troops  were  now  earnestly  employed  in 
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Strengthening  the  position  taken  by  General  Jackson,  after  the 
afiair  of  the  23d.  These  lines,  which  subsequent  events  have 
rendered  memorable,  were  on  both  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 
That  on  the  left  was  nearly  straight,  about  one  thousand  yards 
in  length,  with  a  parapet,  and  a  ditch  containing  five  feet 
of  water,  extending  on  the  right  to  the  river,  and  on  the  left 
to  a  thick  and  impervious  wood.  On  the  right  bank,  was  a 
heavy  battery  of  fifteen  cannon,  which  enfiladed  the  advance 
to  the  lines  on  the  left.  In  the  meantime,  the  enemy  had 
been  reinforced  by  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  a  large 
train  of  artillery,  under  Sir  Edward  Packenham,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  expedition.  Having  previously  de- 
stroyed the  schooner  Caroline,  by  a  battery  erected  for  the 
purpose,  the  whole  British  army  was  marched  up  the  levee 
on  the  28th,  and,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  began  a  furi- 
ous attack,  with  rockets  and  bombs.  The  fire  from  the  Ame- 
rican lines  was.  however,  directed  with  so  much  more  preci- 
sion, that  the  British  general  drew  off  his  troops  with  .some 
loss.  At  daylight,  on  the  1st  of  January,  the  cannonade  was 
renewed  from  the  batteries  erected  by  the  enemy*  near  the 
American  lines,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a  bold  attack  was 
made  on  General  Jackson's  left,  which  ended  in  the  repulse 
of  the  assailants.  In  the  evening,  they  retired  from  their 
batteries,  leaving  behind  a  considerable  quantity  of  warlike 
munitions. 

Shortly  after  this  event,  both  armies  received  an  accession 
of  strength ;  that  of  General  Jackson,  by  the  arrival  of  2500 
Kentuckians,  under  General  Adair,  and  the  invaders  by  Ge- 
neral Lambert,  with  4000  men.    The  American  troops  now 
consisted  of  about  8000  men,  many  of  whom  were  badly 
armed;  the  British  were  in  number  not  less  than  10,000, 
mostly  veterans,  and  provided  with  every  necessary  article 
of  war.     Preparatory  to  the  grand  assault  of  the  lines,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  British  commander  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  batteries  on  the  right  bank,  which  the  want  of  boats  pre- 
vented his  reaching^     With  great  latour,  he  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  a  canal  fitwm  the  bayou  to  the  Mi^Ms^ipP^ 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  transport  his  lK>ai8  to  the  xv^^ 
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This  operation  was  completed  on  the  Tdi,  and  the  next  morn* 
ing  fixed  for  the  assault,  which  was  to  take  place  on  both 
banks  at  the  same  time. 

The  8th  of  January  will  long  be  memoraUe  in  the  anaals 
of  the  American  repuUic  The  preservation  of  an  important 
city  firom  plunder  and  Tidation;  the  defeat  and  deslaraclion 
of  the  most  powerful  army  that  ever  landed  on  the  Amerieaii 
shores^  by  a  band  of  undisciplined  militia^--8ueh  were  the  cen«' 
sequences  of  the  events  of  diis  day.  Harinjg  detached  a 
strong  party  to  the  right  bank,  under  Colonel  Thornton,  the 
British  commander  moved  eariy  in  the  momii^  with  his  re- 
maining fiunce  to  the  assault,  in  two  divisions^  under  G^enerria 
Gibbs  and  Keen,  the  reserve  being  commamfed  by  Genend 
Lambert  When  they  arrived  within  reach  of  the  batteries, 
a  heavy  cannonade  was  opened,  and  as  ibisy  approached 
nearer,  a  stream  of  well-directed  fire  firom  the  unerring  rifles 
of  the  militia,  carried  des^uction  into  their  ranks.  After 
vainly  attempting  to  advance,  the  assailants  broke  and  fled  in 
confusicML  A  second  time  did  they  approach  the  ditch,  with 
equal  ill  success.  A  third  attempt  was  mgAt  to  bring  tbem 
to  the  charge,  but  such  was  the  havoc  made  among  their  offi- 
cers, and  in  their  ranks,  that  nothii^  could  induce  them  to 
return.  Thdr  commander-in-chief  had  been  killed ;  Generals 
Keen  and  Gibbs  were  severdy  wounded,  and  the  plain  was 
strewed  with  the  dead  and  dying.  In  this  state  of  things, 
General  Lambert,  upon  whom  the  command  had  devolved, 
determined  to  give  up  the  contest,  and,  collecting  together 
the  remains  of  his  army,  returned  to  camp.  The  attack  on 
the  right  bank  had  in  the  meantime  been  made,  and  was 
attended  with  greater  success.  The  body  of  undisciplined 
militia  by  which  it  was  defended,  bad  ingloriously  fled,  through 
fear  of  being  outflanked,  and  the  enemy  quickly  obtained  poa* 
session  of  their  works.  The  defisat  on  the  left  bank,  however, 
left  the  enemy  little  disposition  to  profit  by  this  advantage ; 
and  a  stratagem  of  General  Jackson  induced  him  to  abandon 
it.  General  Lambert  having  proposed  an  armistice,  the  pro- 
posal was  agreed  to  by  the  American  commander,  with  a  con- 
dition that  it  should  not  extend  to  the  right  bank,  to  which  no 
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reinforcement  sboiiki  be  seat  by  either  party.  Deceived  by 
this  reservation,  which  led  him  to  suppose  that  the  Americans 
had  been  reinforced  in  that  quarter,  Greneral  Lambert  with- 
drew his  troops,  and  the  lines  were  immediately  re-occiipiad 
by  General  Jackson.  Never,  perhaps,  was  a  victory  gfiined 
with  a  greater  disproportion  of  loss  than  on  this  occasion. 
Of  the  Americans,  only  7  were  killed  and  6  wounded ;  while 
of  the  enemy^  i^>ward8  of  2000,  including  almost  all  their  ' 
general  officers,  wese  killed,  wounded  or  prisoners.  The  par 
triot  is  often  compelled  to  weep  over  the  carnage  by  which 
his  country  has  been  delivered  from  foreign  invasion ;  but  how 
exquisite  is  his  gratification,  when  that  holy  end  is  effected 
with  little  bloodshed,  and  when,  in  the  beautiful  language  of 
the  defender  o£  New  Orleans,  ''  Not  a  cypress  leaf  is  inter- 
woven with  the  wreath  of  triumph."  The  loss  of  human  life 
is  always  to  be  regretted ;  but  humanity  itself  must  cease  to 
laoaent,  when  those  whose  purpose  is  violation,  plunder,  and 
destruction,  perish  in  the  attempt  to  eflbct  their  object. 

The  ^aiemy  had  been  equally  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavour 
to  force  a  passage  up  the  Mississippi.  A  part  of  the  British 
fleet  entered  that  river,  and  anchored  opposite  fort  St.  Philip, 
on  whifth  they  commenced  a  caRMwde  on  the  0th  of  January, 
which  was  continued  until  the  17th,  when,  finding  that  no 
impression  was  made,  they  gav^e  up  the  contest  and  retired 
finw  the  river.  From  this  place,  they  proceeded  to  Mobile 
bay,  where  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  had  M^Mrfed,  with 
the  troops  of  General  Lambert,  which  had  re-emoatKed  after 
their  repulse  from  New  Orleans.  Fort  Bowyer  was  invested 
by  this  formidable  force  on  the  18th  of  February,  and  sur- 
rendered on  the  11th  of  March.  The  garrison,  to  the  num- 
ber of  366,  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  The  news  of  peace, 
which  arrived  soon  after  this  event,  put  a  period  to  all  further 
hostility. 

The  following  is  from  a  number  of  Niles'  Register,  issued 
on  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  glad  tidings  of  the  victory  at 
New  Orleans : 
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'* Advance  our  waving  eoloon  on  the  walla  i 
Resetted  is  Orleaoa  from  the  Eng liah  wolves.'^ 
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**Crlori(ms  Mews  from  Ntm  (Means. 

"  Glory  be  to  God,  that  the  barbarians  have  been  defeated, 
and  that,  at  Orleans,  the  intended  plunderers  have  found 
their  grave ! — Glory  to  Jackson,  Carrol,  and  Cofl^,  and  the 
hardy  and  gallant  Tennesseeans,  Kentuckians  and  Louisiani- 
ans,  who  'seized  opportunity  by  the  forelock*  to  'demonstrate' 
what  freemen  can  do  in  defence  of  their  altars  and  firesides. 
Glory  to  the  militia,  that  the  '  soldiers  of  Wellington,'  the 
boastful  conquerors  of  the  legions  of  France,  have  shrunk 
from  the  liberty-directed  bullets  of  the  high-souled  sons  of  the 
west !  Sons  of  fi^eedom — saviours  of  Orleans — benefactors  of 
your  country  and  avengers  of  its  wrongs,  all  hail !  Hail,  glo- 
rious people — ^worthy,  thrice  worthy,  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
which  Heaven,  in  bounteous  profusion,  has  heaped  on  your 
country !  Never  may  its  luxuriant  soil  be  trodden  unreve9ged 
by  insolent  foreigners  in  arms !" 

The  news  of  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  was  soon  followed 
by  that  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  was  signed  at  Ghent,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1814.  On  the  17th  of  February,  this 
treaty  was  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate. 

The  Dey  of  Algiers,  who  had  committed  many  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce,  was  soon  after  brought  to  his  senses, 
by  a  terrible  castigation  which  he  received  from  our  naval 
heroes.  In  this  war,  Commodore  Decatur  showed  himself 
one  of  the  greatest  naval  warriors  that  any  age  or  country 
ever  produced. 
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PART   V. 


THE  FLORIDA  WAR. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Character  of  the  War— Diatiiigaiahed  Oflicen  engaged  in  it— -Indian  Council— 
Sketches  showing  the  general  Character  of  the  Fighting  in  Florida. 

"Austere  remembrance  of  the  deed  will  hang 
Upon  its  delicate  spirit  like  a  cloud. 
And  tinge  its  world  of  happy  images 
Witti  hoes  of  horror.'* 

ToB  Florida  war  consisted  in  the  killing  of  Indians*  because 
they  refused  to  leave  their  native  home — to  hunt  them  amid 
the  forests  and  swamps,  from  which  they  frequently  issued  to 
attack  the  intruders.  To  go  or  not  to  go,  that  was  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  although  it  was  unjust  on  the  part  of  our  govern* 
ment  to  drive  the  original  occupants  from  their  homes,  yet  the 
officers  engaged  in  that  war  are  not  responsible  for  such  in- 
justice, as  they  did  their  duty  in  obeying  the  government. 
Among  these,  the  most  conspicuous  are  Grenerals  Scott,  Jes8up» 
Gaines,  Clinch,  Worth,  &;c£  Many  a  brave  man  lost  his  life 
and  now  sleeps  beneath  the  sod  of  Florida.  And  yet  neither 
these  nor  the  heroes  who  exposed  themselves  there  to  so 
many  dangers  and  sufferings,  could  acquire  any  military  glory 
in  such  a  war.  For  this  reason,  even  if  our  space  would  ad- 
mit of  it,  we  should  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  campaigns, 
as  they  would  be  dull  and  uninteresting. — And  now  to  the 
Indians. 

It  would  seem  very  doubtful  from  the  following  proceeding? 
in  a  council  held  at  fort  King,  whether  it  was  the  determina- 
tion of  some  of  the  chiefs,  who  were  now  hostile,  to  persist 
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in  their  opposition  to  removal,  provided  they  could  be  so  far 
separated  from  the  influence  of  the  Creek  councils  as  to  leave 
them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  hereditary  possessions ;  or  that 
the  resident  would  allow  them  a  separate  agent,  to  watch 
over  their  interests  and  protect  them  from  the  encroachments 
of  other  tribes :  for  it  is  obvioui  that  their  greatest  objections 
to  leaving  Florida  have  been  based  upon  the  liability  of  losing 
their  slaves  when  they  should  have  removed  to  the  new  coun- 
try. In  all  thdr  cooneik,  this  subject  has  bean  discussed, 
over  and  over  again,  and  again  reiterated  even  to  the  last 
day:  recommendation  after  recommendation  has  followed 
from  agents  and  friends  of  the  government,  but  these  solici- 
tations have  been  responded  to  by  the  cry  of  '*  economy." 
<'  Economy  in  tha  administratioii  of  our  gov^nmanl  is  the 
order  of  the  day ;"  and  thus  the  sacred  rights  of  the  Indian 
have  been  bartered  away  in  tha  endeavoms  of  the  govern- 
ment to  preserve  the  vain  boaatiag  of  ^  ratoenchment  and 
reform." 

This  council  was  convened,  on  the  19th  day  of  Aagmi, 
1835,  at  the  request  of  the  undernamed  chiefs,  and  sub-chiefr, 
and  the  talk  was  delivered  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the 
offioars  stationed  at  fort  King. 


Kolata  Amathia, 
Charley  Amathia, 
Fucta  Lusta  Hajo, 
Conhatkee  Mico, 
Otulkee  Amatfala, 
Co^Hajo, 
Foshatchee  Mico, 
Tttstenuggee  Hajo, 
Billy  Hicks, 
Assiola, 
Billy  John, 
Cosatchee  Amathia, 
Yaha  Amathia, 


Yaha  Fiauoo, 
l^nathhichee, 
Aoola  Ifajo, 
Tustinuc  Yaha, 
Powshaila, 
Albertu  Hajo, 
Cochattee  Fixico, 
Ocbee  Hajo, 
Cbeti  Haiok, 
Cosa  Tuatemiggee, 
Tokosa  Fixico, 
Conchattee. 


Kolata  Amathia  was  then  requested  by  the  chiefs  to  address 
the  officers,  and  make  known  to  their  great  father,  throu^ 
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them,  the  object  of  their  visit ;  after  a  short  silence  he  com- 
menced : —  * 

"  My  Friends  :**We  have  come  to  see  you  and  talk  with 
you  on  a  subject  of  great  interest  to  us.  We  want  you  to 
open  your  ears  to  us  and  tell  our  great  father,  the  President, 
the  words  his  children  speak. 

*'  We  made  a  treaty  at  Payne's  Landing  to  go  to  the  west ; 
we  w^ere  told  to  send  some  of  our  principal  chiefs  to  examine 
the  country,  and  if  they  approved  of  it,  that  the  treaty  should 
be  complete ;  they  went  and  found  the  country  good.  Whilst 
fhere,  they  had  a  talk  with  General  Stokes  and  the  commis- 
sioners ;  they  were  told  that  the  Seminoles  and  Creeks  were 
of  the  same  family ;  were  to  be  considered  as  the  same  na- 
tion ;  and  placed  under  the  Seminoles  were  a  large  nation, 
and  should  have  their  own  agent  as  before ;  that  if  our  father, 
the  President,  would  give  us  our  own  agent,  our  own  black- 
smith, and  our  ploughs,  we  would  go  to  this  new  country ;  ; 
but  if  he  did  not,  we  should  be  unwilling  to  remove ;  that  we 
should  be  amongst  strangers ;  they  might  be  friendly  or  they 
might  be  hostile  to  us,  and  we  wanted  our  own  agent,  whom 
we  knew,  who  would  be  oor  friend,  who  would  take  care  of 
us,  would  do  us  justice,  and  see  justice  done  us  by  others. 

''  The  commissioners  replied,  that  our  wishes  were  reason-, 
able,  and  that  they  would  do  all  that  they  could  to  induce  our 
great  father  to  grant  them.  Our  lands  at  the  west  are  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  the  Creeks  by  the  Canadian,  a  great  river ; 
and  we  think  the  Creeks  should  have  their  agent  on  one  side, 
and  we  ours  on  the  other. 

'<  We  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  agents  our  father  has 
sent  us.  General  Thompson,  our  present  agent,  is  the  friend 
of  the  Seminoles ;  we  thought  at  first  that  he  would  be  like 
the  others,  but  we  know  better  now ;  he  has  but  one  talk,  and 
what  he  tells  us  is  the  truth ;  we  want  him  to  go  with  us ;  he 
told  us  he  could  not  go,  but  he  at  last  agreed  to  do  so,  if  our 
great  father  will  permit  him ;  we  know  our  father  loves  his  red 
children,  and  will  not  let  them  sntkr  for  want  of  a  good  agent 
This  is  our  talk,  which  we  want  you  to  send  to  our  father,  the 
President,  hoping  that  we  may  receive  an  early  answer." 
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The  cooiicil  then  adjourned  Those  to  whom  this  speech 
was  addressed,  deemed  it  incumbent  on  them  to  disclose  their 
opinions  upon  a  subject  which  appeared  to  be,  in  the  Indian's 
estimation,  so  vastly  important;  and  they  accordingly  an- 
nexed the  following,  signed  by  nine  of  the  officers : 

''  The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  be  excused  for  expressing 
their  opinion  on  the  foregoing  proceedings.  The  subject  of  a 
separate  agency  has  been  an  engrossing  and  all-important  one 
with  the  Seminoles ;  they  attach  to  it  a  consideration  which, 
perhaps,  it  does  not  merit ;  but  we  are  persuaded  that  its  con- 
cession to  them  will  be  attended  with  the  happiest  results :  it 
will  confirm  those  who  are  already  friendly,  and  be  the  means 
of  conciliating  others  who  are  hostile,  or  at  least  neutral. 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  cheerfully  unite  with  the 
foregoing  chiefs,  that  General  Wiley  Thompson  be  appointed 
their  resident  agent. 

"  In  justice  to  General  Thompson,  we  feel  called  upon  to 
say,  that  he  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  dissuade 
the  Indians  from  the  course  they  have  pursued  in  this  matter ; 
he  assured  them  that  they  would  have  at  the  west  an  agent 
who  would  do  them  justice,  and  protect  them  in  their  rights; 
and,  further,  that  it  was  an  appointment  he  did  not  solicit, 
but  could  not  reject,  if,  by  accepting  it,  he  could  advance  their 
interests  and  facilitate  their  future  operations." 

This  document  was  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by 
General  Clinch,  with  the  following  pertinent  remarks : — 

*'  In  forwarding  to  you  the  enclosed  document,  I  beg  leave 
to  make  a  few  remarks,  although  the  subject  to  which  it  re- 
lates is,  itself,  of  no  great  importance,  yet  it  may  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  present  quiet  and  future  happiness 
of  these  children  of  the  forest.  They  are,  from  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances and  long  habit,  suspicious  of  the  white  man.  It 
is  hard  to  induce  them  to  believe  that  all  the  efforts  and  ope- 
rations of  the  government  are  intended  for  their  own  good. 
The  question  of  a  separate  agency  was  again  and  again 
brought  forward  by  the  chiefs  last  vrinter  and  spring,  and 
appeared  to  be  considered  by  them  of  the  first  importance  to 
their  future  interest,  prosperity  and  happiness ;  and  it  was  at 
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the  earnest  and  repeated  solicitations  of  the  chiefii,  Lieutenant 
Harris  and  myself  consented  to  incorporate  their  wishes  on 
thai  subject  in  the  arrangement  made  with  them  in  April 
last.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  convince  them,  that  the 
agent  for  the  Creeks  west  of  the  Mississippi  would  watch 
ov^  and  protect  them  tgid  their  interests,  in  common  with 
tliat  of  the  Creekfl,  but  I  fear  without  effect.  It  is  a  law  of 
nature  for  the  weak  to  be  suspicious  of  the  strong.  They  say 
that  the  Creeks  are  much  more  numerous  and  powerful  than 
they  are;  that  there  is  a  question  of  property,  involving  the 
right  to  a  great  many  negroes,  to  be  settled  between  them  and 
the  Creeks ;  and  they  are  afraid  that  justice  will  not  be  done 
them,  unless  they  can  have  a  separate  agent  to  watch  over 
and  protect  their  interests.  The  manly  and  straight-forward 
course  pursued  towards  them  by  General  Thompson,  appears 
to  have  gained  him  their  confidence,  and  they  have  again  pe- 
titioned the  President  to  make  him  their  agent,  and  have  re- 
quested me,  through  the  immediate  commanding  officer  at 
fort  King,  to  forward  their  petition,  with  such  remarks  as  my 
king  acquaintance  with  their  views  and  interests  would  au- 
thorize me  to  make.  The  experiment  they  are  about  to  make 
is  one  of  the  deepest  interest  to  them.  They  are  leaving  the 
birth-place  of  their  wives  and  children,  and  many  of  them 
the  graves  of  those  they  held  most  dear ;  and  is  it  not  natural 
that  they  should  feel,  and  feel  deeply,  on  such  a  trying  occa- 
sion, and  wish  to  have  some  one  they  had  previously  known, 
whom  they  could  lean  on,  and  look  up  to  for  protection  V' 

This  earnest  and  pathetic  appeal  to  the  government  having 
been  answered  by  a  negative,  the  Indians  prepared  for  war. 

By  giving  a  few  sketches  of  battles,  the  reader  may  form 
as  good  an  idea  of  the  character  of  this  war  as  if  he  would 
nod  his  way  through  a  whole  volume  on  the  subject.  We 
give  those  sketches  accordingly. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1835,  Colonels  Parish  and  Reed, 
at  the  head  of  about  100  men,  from  Leon  and  Gadsden  coun- 
ties, took  up  a  line  of  march  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring 
the  battle-ground  of  the  18th,  and  gathering  the  remains  of 
the  baggage,  &c    When  near  the  place,  they  discovered  the 
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faowe  of  ft  Mr.  ifagan  o«4re,  and  the  Indiaiis  abevt  leaving  - 
it.  On  the anivd  of  theadi^anoe^guard  at  dKhoose,  a  party 
of  37  of  ti|e  fiemiaolea  h^t  thean  amasad  until 'the  main  body 
Game  ap,  when  they  retreated  to  a  eonaU  hammodK,  whieh 
m%a  quioUy  sueroiioded  by  tbetroopB,  levring  them  no  chaaoe 
of  escape.  Both  of  the  brave  colmieb  rashed  into 'the  ham- 
mock  at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  and,  in  less  tiian  fifteen 
minatesy  killed  all  lout  fern*  ef  the  enemy.  The  whites. had 
four  very  severely  wounded  in  this  engageaient. 

Three  of  the  hoetile  parly  oaaaeiinto  the  campof  the  friendly 
IndiatM,  near  ftrt  Brooke,  on  the  evening  of  the  S9d  of  De- 
oember,  fer  the  purpeee,  they  aaid,  of  driiverii^  a  talk  from 
Mioanepyi  of  a  pacific  or  nestral  vhnraoler.  Whiht  engaged 
in  Ml  eouncii  with  Kolaia  Amathla  and  the  oAer  cfaieis  and ! 
warriors,  Major  Bdtoa  was  informed  of  the  <»reumstaac9e,i 
and  he  ordered  them  t»  be  detained  and  carried  to  the  fort.; 
When  they  fiiund  tfaemaehres  ensnared,  they  no  longer  con-* 
oeqM  'then*  trae  oharacler.  Finding  it  nseessary  to  eonumi- 
nieate  vnth  Greneral  Clinch,  Aen  at  lert  King,  M i^  Belton 
aant  the  yoaiq^  aaid  beet  runner  with  a  le^er,  which,  being 
upon  the  subject  of  the  premeditated  attack  of  the  Slat  of 
Etecember,  invdved  many  details.  To  guard  against  trea- 
ohety,  as  die  road  paseed  throagh  Abraham's  lands.  Major 
Belton  stated  numbers  and  other  material  iacts  in  French. 
Two  dayB  beyond  the  time  allowed,  the  messenger  returned 
to  fert  Bra(4e,  bringing  a  talk  from  Hitehiti  Mieo  «nd  Abra- 
ham, status  that  his  (Major  Belton^0)  talk  was  good,  and  that 
he  might  eapect  them  on  the  S0lh.  It  was  then  evident  that 
the  Indiana  had  intereepled  the  letter,  and  were  well  aware 
of  th^  intended  attack. 

Major  Dade  was  present  at  the  eounoil  of  the  warriors  on 
that  evening,  and  l^e  proceedings  bemg  interpreted  to  him, 
he  expressed  every  confidence  in  'Indian  character,  and  his 
conviction  of  the  sinoerity  which  govemedthe  friendly  chiefs ; 
he  also  believed  that  Abraham,  a  domestic  of  Micanopy,  had 
great  iitfifMce  over  his  tfthief. 

The  eacpect^d  reinforcement  of  39  men  from  Key  West, 
with  the  galbint  firevet-^Major  Dade,  having  arrived  on  the 
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Sltt,  no  famewaa  lost  in  preparing  ihe.two  isompum*  ^rdevod 
by  General  CUaeh,  on  the  IGtik^  to  form  a  junetion  with  the 
forces  at  fori  King.  Acoerdiaigly,  at  six  o'clock  A.  M.»  of  tha 
94th,  Captain  Gardiner's  company  d  2d  artillery*  and  Cap 
•tain  Fraeer's  company  B,  Sd  in&atry,  making  fifty  bayonets  j 
each,  with  eight  officers,  taking  with  them  ien  chiys'  provi* 
sioDs,  one  8ix-*poimder»  drawn  by  four  oxen*  and  one  light  one* 
horse  wagon,  were  phieed  in  the  line  <^  march  for  that  post* 
nnder  command  of  Captain  Gardiner. 

In  the  chain  of  events,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notioe  the 
change  which  occurred  in  the  command  of  this  ill-fated  do*- 
tachment,  since  it  shows  the  noble  and  generous  in^>ttlsea  of 
Ms  heart,  and  is  so  petfectly.  characteristic  of  Major  Dade. 
From  his  company  A,  4th  infontry,  amQunting  to  39  men«  the 
two  companies  of  Captains  Fraser  and  Gardiner  were  made 
up.  Captain  Grardiner^s  lady  was  exceedingly  ill,  and  it  was 
much  feared  that  if  he  then  left  her  she  would  die.  He  how- 
ever  made  every  preparation  for  a  start,  and  was  present  at 
reveille  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  and  mounted  his  horae  in 
front  of  the  detachment. .  At  this  juncture.  Major  Dade  yoI- 
untarily  {Nroposed  to  Major  Belton,  the  commanding  officer  at 
the  post,  that  he  (Dade)  should  take  Captain  Gardiner's  plaoe. 
The  proposition  was  immediately  accepted,  and  the  command 
moved  on.  Before  they  had  proceeded  far,  Captain  Grardinnr 
ascertained  that  the  transport  schooner  Motto  was  on  the  evie 
of  leaving  for  Key  West,  where  Mrs.  Gardiner's  father  and 
children  were ;  he  concluded  to  place  Mrs.  Gardiner  on  board 
the  vessel,  and  gratify  his  wishes  by  going  with  his  company. 
He  soon  after  joined  it,  but  the  peculiar  relation  in  which  he 
now  stood  to  Major  Dade,  induced  him  to  let  the  latter  con- 
tinue in  command. 

The  oxen  which  drew  the  field-piece  having  broken  dovm 
when  only  four  miles  from  fort  Brooke,  the  command  fwo- 
ceeded  to  a  branch  of  the  Hillsborough  river,  six  miles  from 
the  fort,  and  there  encamped  for  the  night ;  fi^m  that  place« 
Major  Dade  sent  an  express  to  Major  Belton,  and  requested 
him  to  forward  the  field«piece  as  soon  as  possible.  Horses 
were,  therefore,  immediatefy  purchased,  and  the  piece  reachid 
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the  column  that  night  aboat  nine  o'clodL.  Taking  op  the  line 
of  march,  on  the  morning  of  the  SSth,  they  reached  the  Hills- 
borough river,  but  found  the  bridge  had  been  burnt  and  de- 
stroyed, and  they  encamped  there  until  mormng.  The  diffi- 
|culty  of  crossing  here  retarded  their  movements  very  much, 
and  on  the  26th,  they  made  but  six  mUes.  On  the  27th,  they 
crossed  the  Big  and  Little  Ouithlacoochee  rivers,  and  en- 
camped about  three  miles  north  of  the  latter  branch*  Up  to 
this  time  Major  Dade,  being  aware  that  the  enemy  was  con- 
tinually \N-atching  his  movements,  had  adopted  every  precau- 
tion against  surprise  or  attack  at  night,  by  throwing  up  a 
small  breastwork.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  ill- 
fated  party  were  again  in  motion,  and  when  about  four  miles 
from  their  last  camp,  the  advanced-guard  passed  a  plat  of 
high  grass,  and,  having  reached  a  thick  cluster  of  palmettos, 
about  fifty  yards  beyond  the  grass,  a  very  heavy  and  destruc- 
tive fire  was  opened  upon  them  by  the  unseen  enemy,  at  a 
distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  which  literally  mowed  them 
down,  and  threw  the  main  column  into  the  greatest  confusion. 
Soon  recovering,  however,  on  observing  the  enemy  rise  in 
firont  of  them,  they  made  a  charge,  and  plied  their  fire  so  un- 
erringly, ^^nt  the  Indians  gave  way,  but  not  until  muskets 
were  ch:  d,  knives  and  bayonets  were  used,  and  die  com- 
batants were  clinched ;  they  were  finally  driven  off  to  a  con- 
siderable distance.  Major  Dade  having  fallen  dead  on  the 
first  fire,  the  command  devolved  upon  Captain  Gardiner,  and 
as  he  discovered  the  Indians  gathering  again  about  half  a  mile 
off,  he  directed  a  breastwork  to  be  thrown  up  for  their  pro- 
tection ;  but  the  enemy  allowed  them  so  little  time,  that  it 
was  necessarily  very  low  (only  two  and  a  half  feet  high)  and 
imperfect.  The  Indians  being  reinforced,  and  having  stationed 
about  a  hundred  of  their  mounted  warriors  on  the  opposite 
side  to  cut  off  retreat,  they  slowly  and  cautiously  advanced 
to  a  second  attack,  yelling  and  whooping  in  so  terrific  a  man- 
ner as  to  drown  the  reports  of  the  fire-arms.  The  troops  soon 
began  to  make  their  great  gun  speak,  which  at  first  kept  the 
enemy  at  bay,  but  soon  surrounding  the  little  breastwork, 
they  shot  down  every  man  who  attempted  to  work. the  gun. 
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■o  that  It  was  rendered  almost  useless  to  them.  One  by  one 
these  brave  and  heroic  men  fell  by  each  other's  side  in  the 
gallant  execution  of  their  duty  to  their  country.  Being 
obliged,  by  the  inefficient  breastwork,  to  lay  down  to  load  and 
fire,  the  poor  fellows  laboured  under  great  disadvantages,  is, 
in  the  haste  with  which  the  work  was  constructed,  they  se- 
lected the  lowest  spot  about  that  part,  and  consequently  gave 
the  enemy  double  the  advantage  over  them.  Major  Dade  and 
his  horse,  and  Captain  Fraser,  with  nearly  every  man  of  the 
advanced-guard,  fell  dead  on  the  first  volley,  besides  a  number 
of  the  main  column.  Lieutenant  Mudge  received  a  mortal 
wound  the  first  fire,  and,  on  gaining  the  breastwork,  breathed 
his  last.  Lieutenant  Reayes  had  both  arms  broken,  also,  on 
the  first  attack ;  and  one  of  the  men  bound  them  up  with  a 
handkerchief  and  placed  him  against  a  tree  near  the  breast- 
woA,  where  he  was  soon  after  tomahawked  by  a  negro. 
Lieutenant  Henderson  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  left 
arm,  but  he  heroically  stuck  to  the  fight,  and  fired  thirty  or 
forty  shots  before  he  died.  Dr.  Gatlin  posted  himself  behind 
a  log  in  the  centre  of  the  work,  and  exclaimed  that  he  had 
four  barrels  for  them ;  but,  poor  fellow,  he  soon  ceased  to  use 
them,  as  he  was  shot  early  in  the  second  attack.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  battle,  poor  Gardiner  received  his  death-shot 
in  the  breast,  outside  of  the  enclosure,  and  fell  close  to  Lieu- 
tenant Mudge ;  the  command  of  the  little  party  then  fell  on 
Lieutenant  Bassinger,  who  observed,  on  seeing  Captain  Gar- 
diner fall,  ''  I  am  the  only  officer  left,  boys ;  we  must  do  the 
best  we  can."  He  continued  at  his  post  about  an  hour  after 
Gardiner's  death,  when  he  received  a  shot  in  the  thigh,  which 
brought  him  down.  Shortly  after  this,  their  ammunition  gave 
out,  and  the  Indians  broke  into  the  enclosure ;  and  every  man 
being  either  killed,  qt  so  badly  wounded  as  to  be  unable  to 
make  resistance,  they  took  ofi*  their  fire-arms  and  whatever  else 
"^ould  be  of  service  to  them,  and  retreated.  Some  time  after 
the  Indians  left,  the  negroes  came  inside  of  the  breastwork, 
and  began  to  mutilate  the  bodies  of  those  who  showed  the 
least  signs  of  life,  when  Bassinger  sprang  upon  hb  feet  and 
implored  them  to  spare  him ;  they  heeded  not  his  supplies- 
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tions,  but  struck  him  down  with  their  hatchets,  cut  open  bis 
breast,  and  tore  out  his  heart  and  lungs ;  such  is  the  report 
of  Clarke,  the  only  survivor.  However,  I  must  confess  that 
the  appearance  of  the  body  on  the  20th  of  February  did  not 
seem  to  indicate  that  such  violence  had  been  committed  on 
him,  although  one  of  the  slain  (a  private)  was  found  in  a^ 
truly  revolting  condition — a  part  of  his  body  had  been  cut  off 
and  crammed  into  his  mouth  !  The  negroes  stripped  all  the 
officers,  and  some  of  the  men,  of  their  clothing,  but  left  noany 
valuables  upon  their  persons,  which  were  discovered,  upon 
exammation,  by  Major  Mountfort,  of  General  Gaines'  com- 
mand,  and  an  account  carefully  taken  by  the  Major,  in  order 
to  transfer  the  articles  respectively  to  the  relatives  of  the  de- 
ceased. All  the  military  stores  were  carried  off  except  the 
field-piece,  which  they  spiked  and  conveyed  to  a  pond. 

Again,  at  another  time  and  place :  orders  were  issued  for 
one-third  of  the  command  to  remain  on  watch  inside  of  the 
encampment,  while  one-third  was  engaged  in  strengthening 
the  defences ;  a  detachment  of  200  of  the  Louisiana  volun- 
teers, under  the  expert  marksman  and  most  excellent  officer. 
Captain  Thistle,  was  detailed  for  the  erection  of  a  block-house 
near  the  river,  while  others  were  engaged  in  preparing  ca- 
noes, &c.  Everything  went  on  quietly  until  about  ten  o'clock, 
when  the  working  parties  were  fired  upon,  and  simultane- 
ously a  heavy  volley  of  at  least  one  thousand  guns  poured 
into  three  sides  of  the  encampment,  the  one  nearest  the  river 
being  the  only  one  not  assailed.  Numbers  of  the  enemy, 
concealed  by  the  palmettos  and  small  bushes  on  every  side  of 
the  work,  came  so  near,  that  they  wounded  the  troops  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  camp,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  yards. 
Finding  that  they  could  not  induce  the  general  to  leave  his 
position,  the  enemy  set  fire  to  the  grass  and  palmettos,  with  a 
view  to  burn  the  breastwork  down,  but  suddenly  the  wind 
shifted  and  carried  the  destruction  towards  themselves.  The 
firing  continued  with  unabated  fury  for  two  hours,  when  the 
enemy  retired ;  and,  as  the  men  were  instructed  by  the  gene* 
nd,  in  person,  not  to  expend  their  ammunition  unless  "  yoa 
ean  see  the  white  of  your  enemy's  eye,''  it  is  presumable  that 


tbeir  loss  must  have  been  heavy.  The  bugle  sounded  a  retreat^ 
whea  the  working  party  under  Captain  Thistle,  returned  to  camp 
without  suffering  any  loss ;  but  the  brave  captain  was  of  opinion 
that  the  enemy  suffered  very  much  from  his  little  party,  they  hav- 
ing concealed  themselves  in  the  hammock  until  the  Indians  came 
up  close  to  them,  without  knowing  that  their  enemy  was  for 
fighting  them  in  their  own  way — when  Captain  Thistle  ordered 
''fire,"  and  many  were  observed  to  fall.  The  captain  is  a  man  of 
strict  veracity,  and  he  assured  the  General  he  "had  a  bead  upon 
three." 

The  war  progessed  year  after  year,  until  power  usurped  the 
place  of  justice.  The  strong  now  hold  by  right  of  conquest, 
and  "Thb  Florida  War  is  Ended!" 
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CHAPTER  L 

Annexation  of  Texas. 

Revolution— Independence  and  annexetionof  Tezae— Hoitile  nttitade  of  Mexieo—Ariny 
of  OccDpntion — Command  given  to  General  Taylor— Encampment  at  Corpus  Gkriaii— 
March  thence  to  Point  Isabel.  | 

It  would  be  a  departure  from  the  general  design  of  this  work  I 
to  enter  into  the  full  details  of  events  which  produced  the  late 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  It  would  be  still 
more  out  of  place,  here,  to  discuss  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  | 
that  appeal  to  the  last  resort  of  nations.  Our  task  is  the  less 
invidious  and  much  more  grateful  one  of  attempting  to  describe 
the  gallant  actions  by  which  that  war  was  signalized ;  and  the 
means  by  which  the  glorious  area  of  republican  liberty  has  been 
extended  to  the  golden  shores  of  the  mild  but  mighty  Pacific. 

When  time  shall  have  soothed  the  angry  feelings  of  political 
strife  thereby  engendered  ; — when  the  faithful  and  laborious  histo- 
rian  shall  thus  be  enabled  to  trace  acts  to  their  true  motives ; — 
when  the  practical  results  of  the  measure  itself  shall  have  either 
fully  justified  the  hopes  of  its  friends,  or  verified  the  disastrous 
prediction  of  its  opponents ; — then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the 
general  voice  unite  in  pronouncing  the  Mexican  War  to  have  been 
a  great  act  of  national  justice  and  self-vindication,  or,  of  the 
reverse.  Then  will  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
California  be  branded  as  one  more  instance  of  that  ^Mand-steal- 
ing,"  for  which  the  anglo-saxon  race  are  said  to  have  such  a  mark- 
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ed  propeosity ;  or  it  will  take  rank  od  the  brightest  page  of  our 
aneais,  aloog  with  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  as  a 
fruit  of  the  wisest  statesmanship  and  the  most  far-seeing  policy. 

In  1822  Mexico,  after  a  glorious  struggle,  which  raised,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  friends  of  freedom,  hopes  that  her  subsequent  career 
has  sadly  disappointed,  succeeded  in  establishing  her  independence 
from  the  rule  of  Spain.  Texas,  one  of  the  liberated  provinces, 
dissatisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  the  national  affairs  were  ad- 
ministered, and  its  dearly  acquired  rights  were  restricted ;  and 
especially  dissatisfied  under  the  military  tyranny  of  Santa  Anna, 
who  in  1835  obtained  the  supreme  power,  at  once  flew  to  arms 
and  asserted  its  independence. 

The  contest  between  the  revolted  Province  and  the  Mexican 
nation  commenced  in  September,  1835,  and  may  be  said  to  have 
terminated  on  the  21st  of  April,  1836,  at  the  battle  of  San  Ja- 
cinto; where,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Samuel  Houston, 
formerly  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  the  Mexicans  were  de- 
feated, and  their  General,  Santa  Anna,  taken  prisoner.  After 
this  brilliant  achievement — the  war  existing  only  in  name — the 
people  of  Texas  proceeded  to  organize  a  National  Government, 
and  were  recognized  as  an  independent  m«;mber  of  the  family  of 
Nations,  by  most  of  the  civilized  countries  of  the  world ;  and 
among  the  first,  by  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  sparse  population  and  slender  means 
of  the  young  Nation,  formed  a  basis  too  narrow  for  the  broad  and 
lofty  designs  of  its  first  generation  of  statesmen.  Pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, and  consequent  want  of  confidence  in  the  perrounency 
of  its  existence,  soon  began  to  cripple  its  energies  and  retard  its 
progress.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  readiest  and  safest  mode  of 
extrication  that  presented  itself,  was  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
our  Union.  This  proposition,  broached  very  soon  after  the  Decla- 
ration of  Texan  independence,  was  at  first  received  with  disfavor 
by  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States*  But  it 
continued  to  be  kept  before  them,  and  agitated  from  year  to  year, 
still  meeting  with  less  and  less  repugnance,  till  1844,  when  it  was 
made  one  ot  the  great  issues  in  the  Presidential  election.  The 
Party  that  had  at  last  espoused  it,  having  elected  their  cnnditlate 
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to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  Congress  on  the  first  of  March,  1845, 
sanctioned  the  measure  of  annexation ;  and  thus,  at  the  end  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  of  her  revolt  as  a  Mexican  province,  Texas 
became  a  sovereign  and  United  State  in  our  great  confederacy. 

The  adoption  of  this  decided  measure  could  not  but  produce 
that  crisis  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Mex^ 
ico,  which  all  reflectbg  minds  had  for  years  foreseen  to  be  in- 
evitable, from  the  long  list  of  grievances  complained  of  by  both 
parties,  and  from  the  haughty  and  overbearing  character  oi  the 
Mexican  rulers.  The  Mexican  Minister  at  once  left  Washings 
ton.  Matamoras  and  Mier,  Mexican  posts  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande  and  Monterey,  a  strong  town  some  distance  back 
from  that  river,  were  immediately  placed  in  a  state  of  defence. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  Mexican  government  was ;  first,  to 
subdue  and  occupy  the  debatable  ground  between  the  JRto  Grande 
which  Texas  asserted,  and  the  JNutcts  which  Mexico  claimed,  to 
be  the  bovdary  of  the  former  province ;  and  then  to  follow  up 
this  step  by  the  re-conquest  of  the  whole  of  Texas. 

To  meet  and  repel  this  attempt,  at  once  became  the  imperative 
and  undoubted  duty  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States.  Con- 
gress having  admitted  Texas  into  the  Union,  it  was  the  President's 
sworn  daty  ^^i»  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,'' 
of  which  that  for  the  admission  of  Texas  was  one.  Accordingly 
in  May,  1845,  Brigadier  General  Zachary  Taylor,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  during  the  concluding  campaigns  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  who  was  then  stationed  at  Fort  Gibson,  received  orders 
to  <^hoId  himself  in  readiness"  with  his  command,  to  protect 
Texas,  as  a  part  of  the  United  States,  "from  foreign  invasion  and 
Indian  incursions."  In  July  he  was  directed  "to  proceed"  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine,  or  such  other  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
within  the  State  of  Texas,  "to  the  extent  that  had  been  occupied 
by  the  people  of  Texas,"  as  might  appear  suitable  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  service  in  view.  The  force  placed  imder  his 
command,  were  the  3rd  and  4th  regiments  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  the 
2d  regiment  of  Dragoons,  and  a  park  of  Artillery,  constitutmg 
in  all,  fifteen  hundred  men. 

In  August,  Gen.  Taylor's  command,  styled  "the  Army  of  Oc- 
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cupation,"  arrived  by  way  of  New  Orleans,  at  Corpus  Christi, 
on  the  right  or  southern  bank  of  the  Nueces.  There  it  remained 
encamped  for  six  months,  during  which  time  it  was  reinforced  by 
seven  companies  of  the  7th  Infantry,  under  Major  Brown,  and 
subsequently  by  the  5th  and  8th  regiments  of  Infantry. 

On  the  8th  of  March  1846,  the  camp  at  Corpus  Christi  was 
broken  up,  and  the  Infantry  and  Cavalry  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  the  Rio  Grande,  across  the  cheerless  wilderness  which  sep- 
arates that  stream  from  the  Nueces.  At  the  same  time  the  heavy 
artillery  was  sent  by  sea  to  Point  Isabel,  a  small  place  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  on  the  lefl  or  north  bank  of  that 
stream. 

On  the  23rd  of  March,  Oen.  Taylor  arrived  with  the  Cavalry 
at  Point  Isabel ;  while  Gen.  Worth,  with  the  Infantry,  continued 
on  the  route  towards  Matamoras.  At  the  same  moment,  the 
supplies  sent  from  Corpus  Christi  by  sea,  also  arrived  at  the 
Point.  The  events  which  followed,  forming  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  will  be  reserved  for  the  next  Chapter. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Fort  Bbown. 

ConstrMction  of  Fort  Brown— Ampadia  succeeded  by  Arlstar— Death  .of  Col.  Cross- 
Blockade  of  the  Rio  Grande— Capture  of  Captain  Thornton  and  hyp  Party— Commtinioation 
with  Point  Isabel  interrapled— Taylor's  march  lo  open  it— Attack  om  Fort  Brown— Death 
of  Major  Brown— Cessation  of  the  attack— Remarks. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  the  Army  of  Occupation  reached  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite  Matamoras,  where  a  per- 
manent defence,  afterwards  called  Fort  Brown,  was  constructed 
under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Mansfield.  It  was  capable  of  ac- 
commodating 2000  men ;  had  six  Bastions ;  and  completely  com- 
manded the  town  of  Matamoras. 

A  short  time  after  the  occupation  of  Fort  Brown  by  our  troops, 
a  correspondence  took  place  between  General  Ampudia  and  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  in  which  the  former  demanded  that  the  Americans 
should,  within  twenty-four  hours,  break  up  their  camp  and  retire 
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to  the  other  bank  of  the  Nueces  River,  while  the  two  Govero- 
ments  were  regulating  the  pendiug question  in  relation  to' Texas; 
''and  threatening  war  in  case  of  refusal.''  This  demand  was, 
of  course,  refused  as  incompatible  with  General  Taylor's  duties, 
and  with  the  rights  of  his  country ;  and  he  continued  quietly  biit 
rapidly  to  complete  his  works.  Soon  afterwards  Ampudia  was 
Superceded  by  Gen.  Arista,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Mexican 
Army  ;  and  larger  additions  were  made  to  the  force  of  the  enemy 
at  Matamoras. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  Col.  Cross,  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
General  of  the  Army,  having  ridden  out  of  Camp  for  exercise, 
was  waylaid  and  killed  by  one  of  the  numerous  irregular  bodies 
of  Cavalry,  belonging  to  the  Mexican  Army.  This  was  the 
first  blood  shed  in  the  war. 

On  the  19th  Gen.  Taylor  declared  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
to  b^  blockaded,  having  heard  of  the  arrival  there  of  some  ves- 
sels with  supplies  to  the  eraeny.  This  measure  produced  another 
correspondence  between  the  Generals,  without,  however,  causing 
the  American  Commander  to  remove  the  blockade. 

The  very  large  accession  that  had  been  recently  made  to  the 
enemy's  strength  at  Matamoras,  and  the  reported  appearance  of 
strong  bodies  of  Mexicans  on  the  route  between  Fort  Brown  and 
Point  Isabel,  caused  the  position  of  the  small  American  Army  at 
the  former  place  to  appear  somewhat  critical.  Captain  Kerr, 
with  a  troop  of  Dragoons,  was  sent  to  examine  the  road  to  Point 
Isabel,  but  returned  without  having  seen  any  of  the  enemy. — 
Captain  Thornton,  however,  who  had  been  despatched  on  a  sim- 
ilar service  vrith  a  squadron  along  the  bank  of  the  river  above 
the  camp,  had  a  different  fortune.  About  twenty-five  miles  from 
Fort  Brown,  he  and  his  command  were  surrounded  by  a  large 
body  of  Mexicans  under  Gen.  Torrejon.  Lieutenant  Mason,  a 
fine  young  officer,  was  killed  in  this  affair,  and  the  rest  of  the 
party  were  taken  prisoners.  They  were  carried  into  Matamoras, 
where  they  were  well  treated.  This  trifling  success  afforded 
much  ground  of  rejoicing  to  General  Arista  and  his  Army. 

The  communication  between  Fort  Brown  and  Point  Isabel, 
having  at  length  become  actually  interrupted,  by  the  presence 


of  considerable  bodies  of  Mexicans,  it  became  ni^essary  to  the 
safety  and  support  of  the  Army,  to  re-open  it.  Point  Isabel 
was  then  held  by  a  small  regular  lorce  under  the  command  of 
Major  Munroe.  He  had,  a  few  days  before,  been  joined  by  a  small 
body  of  Texan  Volunteers,  among  whom  was  the  Ranger,  Cap- 
tain Walker,  who  soon  afterwards  became  celebrated  for  his  dar- 
ing exploits.  The  post  being  in  great  danger  of  capture  by  a 
large  Mexican  force,  this  brave  man  it  was,  who  perfomed  the 
perilous  enterprise  of  riding  through  a  country  swarming  with  the 
enemy,  and  of  conveying  to  Gen.  Taylor  the  certain  intelligence 
of  the  danger  which  menaced  his  depot  on  the  coast. 

The  General  at  once  decided  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Point 
Isabel  with  his  whole  force,  except  the  7th  regiment  of  Infantry, 
and  Bragg'g  and  Lowd's  Artillery,  which  were  left  to  garrison 
Fort  Brown,  under  the  command  of  Major  Jacob  Brown ;  that 
work  being  now  sufficiently  advanced  to  sustaio  a  bombardment. 
He  marched  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  in  due  time  arrived  at  the 
threatened  Point,  where  he  remained  a  week,  placing  the  post 
in  a  state  of  defence.  While  thus  engaged,  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Bpwn  was  distinctly  heard. 

The  atlaek  on  this  work,  which  may  be  called  the  actual  com- 
meBcement  of  hostilities,  was  made  on  the  3d  of  May,  and  con- 
tinued, with  little  interruption,  till  the  9th,  wh^n  the  battles  of 
of  Palo  Alto,  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  fought  by  the  Americans 
on  their  march  from  Point  Isabel  to  the  relief  of  the  Fort,  put 
an  end  to  the  bombardment.  The  Mexican  batteries  being  at 
first  placed  at  a  considerable  ilistance  from  his  works,  and  many 
of  his  own  guns  being  of  a  small  calibre.  Major  Brown  did  not 
make  much  return  to  their  fire.  This  comparative  silence  on  his 
part,  was  a  source  of  great  encouragement  to  the  enemy,  and  em- 
boldened their  attack. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  a  battery  opened  on  the  Fort  from 
the  rear,  having  been  erected  by  the  enemy  during  the  night. 
At  the  same  time  .a  very  heavy  discharge  of  slot  and  shell  was 
kept  up  from  Matamoras,  in  front,  accompanied  by  a  cross  fire 
from  both  b^nks  of  the  river,  (he  Fort  occupying  a  promontory 
formed  by  a  bend  in  the  stream.     At  this  time  it  was  that  the 
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gallant  Brown,  while  making  the  usual  round  of  the  works^  was 
struck  by  a  shelly  tearing  off  one  of  his  legs.  The  noble  veteran 
lingered  till  the  9th,  when  he  died  expressing  his  gratification 
that  the  country  had  not  lost  a  younger  man. 

The  apparent  quiesence  of  the  garrison,  who,  contrary  to  the 
Mexican  custom,  never  wasted  a  shot,  and  the  known  scantiness 
of  their  numbers,  emboldened  the  enemy,  and  flattered  them  with 
hopes  of  success.  Large  bodies  surrounded  the  works  night  and 
day,  and  new  batteries  were  erected. 

On  the  6tl^  Captain  Hawkins,  who  had  succeeded  the  gallant 
Brown  in  command,  was  summoned  by  General  Arista  to  sur- 
render. The  demand  being  of  course  declined,  the  attack  was 
renewed  with  increased  vivacity.  The  ammunition  of  the  garrison 
beginning  to  fail,  little  reply  was  now  made  ffbm  the  Fort  to  the 
fire  of  the  besiegers.  This  still  more  encouraged  them  with  hopes 
of  final  success. 

On  the  7th,  the  bombardment  was  renewed  more  vigorously 
than  ever,  though  with  little  effect,  so  far  as  loss  of  life  was 
concerned,  two  killed  and  ten  wounded,  constituting  the  total  loss 
during  this  long  continued  bombardment 

On  the  8th,  the  attack  was  again  renewed,  but  slackened 
iU)0ut  mid-day,  when  the  guns  of  Palo  Alto  were  heaid  in  the 
intervals  of  the  fire  of  the  besiegers ;  nor  was  it  till  late  in  the 
afternoaa  of  the  9th,  when  the  decisive  victory  of  Resaca  de  la 
Palma  had  completely  routed  Arista  and  his  army,  that  the  attack 
on  Fort  Brown  was  completely  abandoned. 

Then  it  was  that  the  garrison  so  long  besieged  and  cooped  up 
within  their  well-defended  works,  bad  the  gratification  of  behold- 
ing, from  the  ramparts,  the  vanquished  fugitives  from  the  field  of 
their  own  countrymen's  victory,  fleeing  past  to  plunge  into  the 
stream  of  the  Rio  Grande,  in  their  flight  to  Matamoras.  Through- 
out the  night  the  headlong  panic  continued,  and  hundreds  sank 
beneath  the  wave  that  separated  them  from  the  haven  of  their 
wishes ;  but  with  the  day  had  terminated  the  pursuit  of  the  con- 
qtierors. 

The  defence  of  Fort  Brown  thus  made  good,  was  not  only  the 
first  in  order,  but  one  of  the  most  meritorious,  of  the  many  bril- 
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liant  achievements  of  the.  war.  Wi(h  the  slight  exception  of  oc- 
casionar  campaigns  against  thelndians,  our  countrjmen,  for  odoire 
than  thirty  years,  had  had  no  experience  in  war.  More  than  an 
ordinary  generation  hail  elapsed  since  the  American  Army  ha  J 
met  a  civilized  foe  in  the  field.  Nor  had  our  troops  ever  gt  any 
period  had  much  experience  either  in  the  attack  or  defence  of  for- 
tified posts.  Hence,  as  well  as  from  the  supposed  vivacity  and 
impatience  of  our  natural  character,  mapy  had  argued  the  unfit- 
■ess  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  to  sustain  the  dull  priva- 
tions and  harrassing  trials  of  a  siege.  But  the  whole  history  of 
Fort  Brown,  from  its  first  construction  to  the  final  repulse  of  the 
enemy,  established  not  only  our  national  aptitude  for  military  en- 
gineering, but  our  ability  to  defend  the  works  which  our  mechan- 
ical skill  enables  us  to  construct. 


.     CHAPTER  III. 
Palo  Alto. 

March  from  Point  Isabel— Bivouac— Approach  to  the  eaemy— Tlit  position  and  force— 
Reconnoiwanee— American  order  of  batSe— Battle  began  by  Artillery— Mexi'can  charge 
of.  Cavalry— Infantry  repulied— "Ringgold  mortally  wounded— Battle  iotemipted  by  smok* 
ot  burning  grars— Duncan's  Light  Artillery— Lait  effort  and.  retreat  o(  the  oaemy- Killed 
and  wounded- Council  of  Officers.  '  , 

After  spending  a  week  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
at  Point  Isabel,  and  while  the  attack  on  Fort  Brown  was  at  its 
height,  Oen.. Taylor,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th of  May,  march- 
ed from  the  Point  to  the  relief  of  the  Fort ;  the  distance  between 
the  two  posts  being  about  thirty  miles.  The  force  with  which 
he  took  the  field,  consisted  of  twenty-three  hundred  men  of  all 
arms'; — viz:  1,800  Infantry,  200  Cavalry,  and  the  remainder 
chiefly  Artillery,  including  the  flying  Parks  of  Rioggol^  and 
Duncan. 

^  During  the  night  of  the  7th,  the  troops  bivouacked  in  the  open 
air,  about  7  miles  from  Point  Isabel-;  and  at  dawn  of  the  8th, 
resumed  their  march,  which  was  continued  till  noott,  witlK)ut  inter- 
ruption; When  about  to  halt  for  the  mid-day  meal,  the  scouts 
repoited  the  enemy  to  be  posted  in  great  force  in  front,  on  the 
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Other  side  of  a  prairie  of  about  three  miles  in  width.  After  advan- 
cing a  short  distance  further,  having  reached  some  pools  of  hesh 
water,  the  General  ordered  an  hour's  halt,  to  rest  bis  men  and 
replenish  their  canteens.  Awhile  this  wise  and  necessary  measure 
was  in  progress,  the  wagon-train  was  formed  into  a  solid  square 
in  the  rear. 

At  two  o'clock  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  and  was  obeyed 
by  the  Iroops  with  a  spirit  and  alacrity  that  were  the  sure  har- 
bingers of  victory.  While  crossing  the  intervening  prairie,  the 
enemy's  force  consisting  of  9000  men,  came  into  view.  His 
position  was  in  front  of  a  wood,  which  bounded  the  farther  side 
of  the  plain,  and  hence  took  the  name  of  Palo  Alto,  or  high  woodsj 
in  contrast, with  the  chapparal,  or  low  and  tangled  moss  of  shrub- 
bery and  thorns,  which  covers  much  of  the  rest  of  the  ground. 

With  the  open  prairie  in  front,  the  Mexican  commander  had 
posted  his  right,  so  that  its  extreme  rested  on  a  moderate  rise, 
clothed  with  the  woods  before  spoken  of,  and  the  impassable  un- 
dergrowth of  that  part  of  the  country.  His  left  occupying  the 
road,  extended  to  an  impassable  salt-marsh.  One  thousand  horse, 
placed  at  the  extremity  of  each  wing,  were  prepared  to  turn  the 
American  flanks  ;  and  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  were  placed  at  in- 
tervals along  the  line  of  their  front.  This  disposition  of  the  eneipy 
was  reconnoitered  and  reported  to  Gen.  Taylor,  by  Lieut.  Blake 
of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  who  had  in  the  most  gallant 
manner  rode  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  hostile 
line.  There  dismounting,  he  coolly  .examined  tlie  Mexican  posi- 
tion through  his  spy  glass  ;  ;and  then  leisurely  traversing  their 
whole  front,  accurately  looted  the  disposition  of  every  part  of 
their  force. 

Gen.  Taylor's  line  of  battle  was  as  follows :  The  right  com- 
manded by  Col.  Twiggs,  was  composed  of  the  5th  Infantry  under 
Col.  M'Intosh  ;  Ringgold's  Artillery;  the  3d  Infantry  under 
Capt.  Morris  ;  two  eighteen-pounders  under  Lieut.  Churchill ; 
the  3d  Artillery  ;  the  4th  Infantry  under  Major  Allen  ;  and  two 
squadrons  of  Dragoons  under  Captains  Kerr  and  May.  The  left 
wing,  commanded  by  Col.  Belknap,  consisted  of  a  Battalion  of 
Artillery  under  Col.  Childs;  Duncan's  Light  Artillery ;  and  the 
8th  Inftntry  under,  Capt.  Montgomery. 
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In  this  order  the  United  States  troops  advanced  steadily  and 
slowly,  till  witliin  seven  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy,  when  the 
artillery  of  the  Mexican  right  opened  on  their  advancing  columns. 
Taylor  at  once  halted  his  men ;  gave  the  order  to  deploy  into  line ; 
and  advancing  his  artillery  about  one  hundred  yards  in  front,  he 
himself  selected  the  position  of  the  guns.  The  order  was  then 
given  to  fire,  when  the  prompt  discharge  of  Ringgold's  and  Dun- 
can's light  pieces  from  the  right  and  left,  atid  of  Churchill's  feigh- 
teen-pounders  from  the  centre,  made  perceptible  impressions  qn 
the  enemy's  ranks,  especially  driving  back  the  cavalry  on  his  left. 

For  nearly  an  hour  the  battle  was  confined  (o  the  artillery  of 
the  two  armies.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  5th  Infantry  was 
ordered  to  advance  nearly  half  a  mile  to  the  right  front,  to  turn 
the  Mexican  left  wing,  which  had  gradually  receded  before  the 
destructive  fire  of  the  American  artillery. 

Gen.  Arista  perceiving  the  ruinous  efBciency  of  the  American 
Artillery,  and  knowing  his  own  superiority  in  Cavalry,  ordered 
a  charge  of  horse  from  his  left, under  Torrejon,  while  he  hio^elf 
led  00  the  cavalry  of  his.right  supported  by  the  Infantry.  The 
dth,  thrown  into  a  square,  received  Torrejon's  charge,  and  by  a 
volley  from  one  of  its  sides,  threw  him  into  a  momentary  cotif  umod. 
Instantly  recovering, however,  he  passed  gallantly  on  to  take  our 
line  in  flank,  but  wa^  promptly  encountered  by  the  Third,  and  by 
Lieut.  Ridgley's  section  of  Ringgold^s  battery,  which  completely 
broke  his  advance  and  forced  him  back  in  hopeless  disorder. 

In  the  meantime  the  eighteen-pounders  occupying  the  road,  and 
Ringgold's  guns  on  the  right,  continued  to  pour  destruction  into 
the  Mexican  left ;  while  thus  engaged,  the  gallant  Ringgold  .was 
mortally  wounded  by  a  baU  which  carried  him  and  his  horse  to 
the  ground.'  He  was  at  once  borne  from. the  6eld,  and  -lived  in 
great  pain  till  the  llth.  He  was  succeeded  in  command  by  Lieut. 
Shover,  yrho  ably  discharged  the  doty  thus  suddenly  thrown  upon 
him.  • 

For  two. hours  Duncan's  Artillery  on  the  left,  supported  by  the 
Eighth  Infantry,  had  succ^ssfulfy  maintained  the  combat  against 
the  Mexican  right.  During  the  conflict,  the  long,  dry  grass  erf  the 
prairie  caught  fire,  and  the  smoke,  rolling  aloiTg  in  heavy  masses, 
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for  a  time  conqealed  the  armies  from  each  other.  About  the  end 
of  the  period  just  mentioDed,  the  breeze  for  a  moment  dispelling 
the  heavy  cloud,  disclosed  the  Cavalry  and  Infantry  ot  the  Mex- 
ican right,  two  thousand  strong,  moving  towards  the  American 
train.  Again  the  volumes  o(  smoke  interrupted  our  view  for  a 
time ;  but,  under  its  friendly  cover,  Duncan  by  command  of  Belk- 
nap, wheeled  his  horses,  and  rushing  to  meet  the  advancing  en- 
emy, took  a  position  within  musket  range.  When  the  smoke 
again  lifted  and  discovered  the  enemy,  he  poured  a  most  destruo- 
tive  discharge  into  their  advanci^jjg  ranks.  After  manfully  sup- 
porting the  murderous  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  the  whole  of 
Arista's  charge  on  the  American  left  was  thus  repelled,  Infantry 
and  Cavalry  breaking  and  flying  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

Duri4)g  these  operations,  the  enemy's  position  had  materially 
changed .  Pressed  by  the  American  right;  bis  left  had  fallen  back, 
and  his  front  was  now  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  his 
original  position. 

The  aotion  on  the  American  right  had  also  been  interrupted 
for  nearly  an  hour  by  the  burning  grass..  It  was  again  partially 
renewed,  though  the  enemy  wes  now  steadily  and  slowly  falling 
back.  His  last  effort  was  an  attack  by  Cavalry  on  Churchill's 
guns,  at  a  moment  when  they  seemed  to  be  only  slightly  support- 
ed. But  the  Artillery  men,  forming  into  a  square,  repelled  the 
charge  ;  and  night  prevented  further  operations. 

The  Mexican  Army,,  whose  loss  during  the  day  was  two  hun- 
dred killed  and  lour  hundred  wounded,  retreated  out  of  view  be- 
hind the  chapparel.  The  American  troops  bivouacked  upon  the 
hard-won  field,  their  loss  being  nine  killed  and  forty-four  wound- 
ed. Among  the  former  was  the  gallant  and  lamented  Ringgold ; 
and  in  the  latter  list  was  Capt.  Page,  an  oflScer  of  great  merit, 
who  ultimately  died  of  his  wounds. 

Thus  gloriously  lor  our  country  terminated  the  first  pitched 
battle  of  the  war ;  officers  and  men,  without  an  exception,  hav- 
ing covered  themselves  with  honor.  On  ground  well  known  to, 
and  chosen  by  the  enemy,  in  his  own  country  and  climate,  our 
troops  had  defeated  a  well  disciplined  )ind  well  appointed  veteran 
force  thrice  their  own  number.  The  final  result  of  the  contest, 
therefore  could  no  longer  be  doubtful. 


Accordingly  At  a  council  of  officers,  held  the  nigiit  after  the 
battle,  it  was  unanimously  determined  to  move  forward  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Brown,  on-.the  following 
morning.  It  would  be  difficult  to  decide  whether  this  resolution 
was  most  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  men,  or  the  de- 
signs of  their  leader. 


.    CHAPTER  IV. 

R£SACA    DE    LA   PaLMA. 

Advance  from  the  Field  of  Palo  Alto— Arii ta*i  position  at  Ret aca  de  la  Palma— Com- 
mencement of  battle — May*8  charge— Captare  of  the  Mexican  guna— Subseqnent  stubborn 
resisiance  by  the  enemy— Tampico  regiment— Loss  of  both  armies — Death  of  Inge,  Coch- 
ran and  Chadbourne— Spoils  taken— Taking  of  Barita;  of  Ms  lamoraa— Flight  of  Arista. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9lh  of  May,  Gen.  Taylor's  first  care 
was  to  provide  for  his  wounded,  whom  he  sent  back  to  Point 
Isabel^  by  the  most  comfortable  conveyance  in  his  power.  He 
then  parked  his  wagon  train  in  a  Btrong  position,  and  lefl  four 
guns,  with  a  sufficient  guard  to  protect  it.  These  humane  and 
prudent  measures  being  t^ken,  the  order  was  given  to  advance ; 
his  marching  force  being  thus  reduced  to  seventeen  hundred  of- 
ficers-and  men. 

The  first  part  of  the  march  led  directly  across  the  field  of  the 
preceding  day's  contest ;  and  the  piteous  spectacle  of  the  wound- 
ed, the  dying,  and  the  dead,  which  met  the  sight  at  every  step, 
for  a  moment  presented  to  the  hearts  of  the  unhardened  troops  a 
view  of  the  calamities  of  war,  that  few  had  thought  of  during 
the  ardor  of  battle.  But  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  these 
gloomy  ideas  were  dissipated,  by  the  report  that  the  enemy,  rein- 
forced tQ  the  full  amount  of  his  force  at  Palo  Alto,  had  made  a 
stand  in  front,  and  seemed  determined  to  try  the  fortune  of  anoth- 
er battle. 

The  position  chosen  by  Arista,  for  his  second  contest,  was  very 
strong.  It  is  called  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  or  the  Palm  ravine  ; 
and  is  about  3  miles  from  Matamoras,  on  the  road  leading  to  that 
place  from  Point  Isabel-.    A  strip  of  open  land  occurs  in  the  midst 


of-  the  chapparaly  or  tangled  shrubbery^  that  covers  most  of  the 
ground.  Across  this,  the  road  to  Matamoras  pstsses.  Through 
this  open  space  and  directly  crossing  the  road,  the  raTine  extends, 
being  about  five  feet  deep  and  something  over  one  hundred  wide ; 
and  backed  bf  the  ohapparal.  Here  the  Mexican  ari^y  was 
posted. 

After  some  skirmishing  by  the  advanced  guard,  under  Capt 
McCall,  Gen.  Taylor  arrived  on  the  ground.  He  ordered  Ridge- 
ly's  battery,  flanked  by  McCall's  detachment,  and  the  3d,  4th, 
and  5th  regiments,  to  advance  along  the  road.  This  movement 
at  once  brought  on  the  general  action.  As  on  the  preceding  day, 
the  effect  of  the  artillery  was  very  severe  upon  the  enemy;  but 
his  return  fire,  from  eight  pieces  posted  on  the  road,  at  the  ravine, 
was  very  galling  to  our  troops.  By  degrees  our  Infantry  were 
coming  into  action,  and  the  rattle  oi  musketry  was  beginning  to 
be  more  fre.]uent]y  intermingled  with  the  roar  of  artillery.  But, 
owing  to  the  impediment  oi  the  chapparal  thickets,  and  the  posi- 
tion and  efficiency  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  the  American  troops 
were  suffering  severely,  without  gaining  much  ground. 

Then  it  was  that  Taylor  conceived,  and  Capt.  May  executed, 
the  splendid  project  of  charging  the  fatal  Mexican  artillery  with 
his  Dragoons.  Nothing  in  the  whole. course  of  the  subsequent 
war  exceeded  the  critically  timed  propriety  of  this  movement,  or 
the  splendor  of  its  achievement.  Pausing  for  a  moment  in  his 
career,  while  Ridgely's  guns,  with  a  well-timed  rounds  drew  the 
fire  of  the  doomed  Mexican  battery,  on  dashed  May,  at  the  head 
of  his  troop,  shrouded  in  the  smok«  of  Ridgely's  guns.  Literal- 
ly leaping  over  the  cannon,  ^and  riding  down  the  gunners,  the 
battery  was  taken  ;  Gen.  La  Vega  made  prisoner,  and  the  for- 
tune of  the  day  decided.  For,  though  the  few  Dragoons  were 
unable,  permanently,  to  hold  what  they  had  so  brilliantly  con- 
quered, and  the  guns,  were,  for  a  short  time,  recovered  by  the 
Mexicans ;  yet  the  pause  and  confusion  in  tht* ir  destructive  fire, 
caused  by  the  success  of  May's  qbarge,  afforded  time  for  the  In« 
fantry  to  come  up  and  re^capture  Ihem.  Accordinoly,  this  was 
accomplished  by  the  advance  of  the  8tb,  under  Col.  IMknap  on 
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the  lefty  aod  of  the  Sth,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Mcintosh  on  the  right. 

But  even  after  the  loss  of  their  guns,  the  enemy  fought  long 
and  gallantly*  Clinging  to  the  cover  of  the  thickets,  they  pour- 
ed on  their  foes  a  most  galling  fire.  In  the  attempt  to  dislodge 
them  from  these  natural  fastnesses,  several  valuable  lives  were 
lost,  and  many  officers  and  men  were  wounded.  In  hundreds  of 
hand-to-hand  encounters  of  this  kind,  the.  battle  closed  ;  and  it 
was  not  tin  driven  from  their  last  stand)  that  the  gallant  army  of 
Arista  broke  and  fled. 

It  is  injustice  both  t*  the  victors -and  the  vanquished,  to  charge 
the  Mexican  forces  with  want  of  courage  and  discipline  on  this 
occasion.  Few  troops  ever  exhibited  more  determination  or  made 
braver  efforts  to  maintain  their  well  chosen  gnound.  And  though 
the  same  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  their  officers,  yet  it  was 
only  by  the  exertion  of  the  greatest  gallantry,  directtd  by  the 
most  consummate  skill,  that  they  were  at  length  defeated..  As  an 
instance,  it  may  be  stated,  that  evefi  after  the  c«mp  and  Head- 
Quarters  of  Gen.  Arista  had  been  taken,  ^nd  the  rout  became 
general,  the  veteran  Tampico  Battalion,  which  had  never  yielded 
op  any  of  its  hard  fought  fields,  stiFl  surrounded  its  unfallen  ban- 
ner,  and  bid  defiaijce  to  the  victors.  And  it  was  not  till  the  whole 
of  his  gallant  comrades  were  cut  down,  that  their  standard-bear- 
er, resolving  to  save  his  colors,,  tote  them  from  his  staff  and  iled. 
But  the  gallant  fellow,  ridden  down  by  the  Dragoons,  was  mad^ 
prisoner,  and  the  trophy  remained  with  the  victors. 

After  the  rout  became  general,  the  pursuit  was  kept  up  till 
night,  by  the  artillery  battalion  that  had  been  feft  throuj;h  the 
day  in  charge  of  the  wagon  train,,  and  by  Kerr's  Dragoons.  Many 
were  thus  killed  and  made  prisoners  till  night  interposed. 

The  American  loss  U'as  thirty-nine  killed,  and  eighty-three 
'wounded.  Among  the  former^  were  J^ieut.  Inge  of  the  U.  S.  Dra- 
goons, who  fell  in  May's  memorable  charge ;  Lieut  Cochran  of 
the  4th,  and  Lieut.  Chadbourne  of  the  6th  Infantry,  who  both 
gallantly  met  their  death  in  the  thickest  of  tbe  fight;  and  among 
the  severely  wounded,  were  the  hrkve  Lieut.  Col.  Mcintosh  and 
Capt  Hare,  with  a  long  list  of  others. 


The  enemj^s  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  was  not 
less  than  one  thousand  ;  all  his  artillery,  simniunition,  provisions, 
and  the  whole  equipments  for  7000  men  and  2000  horses,  exgept 
the  small  portion  worn  in  their  flight,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Americans. 

As  usual  after  the  victory.  Gen.  Taylor's  first  care  was  to  re- 
lieve the  wounded,  and  to  bdry  the  gallant  dead.  In  the  per- 
formance of  this  sacred  duty,  no  distinction  was  made  between 
friend  and  foe.  The  liting  of  both  nations  received  equal  care ; 
and  the  now  quiet  dead  occupy  the  same  grave. 

Immediately  after  the  battle,  the  American  army  re-occupied 
its  former  camp  opposite  Matamoras ;  and  on  the  11th  Gen.  Tay- 
lor returned  to  Poiht  Isabel  to  traneact  some  business  with  Com- 
modbre  Conner,  commander  of  the  Gulf  Squadron,  leaving  Col. 
Twiggs  in  command. 

While  at  the  Point,  Gen.  Taylor  learned  that  the  enemy  were 
fortifying  the  mouth  of  the  river.  To  prevent  this,  an  expedition 
under  Col.  Wilson,  co-operated  in  by  Com.  Conner's  vessels,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  against  Barita,  a  small  place  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande  at  its  mouth.  This  force  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing the  place  on  the  17th  of  May,  being  the  first  landing  of 
our  troops  on  Mexican  territory. 

On  the  14th,  the  General  returned  to  the  camp  opposite  Mat- 
amoras, and  hastened  the  preparation  to  attack  that  town.  On 
the  17tb,  everything  being  ready,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
Me]4can<7eneral  to  obtain  an  armistice,  without  effect;  but,  while 
the'aftor  was  in  agitation.  Arista  was  .taking  advantage  of  the 

d^ay,  to  remove  many  of  his  military  stores,  and  to  abandon 
the  place^ 

£arly  on  the  morning  of  the  18tb,  the  crossing  of  the  river 
was  commenced  ;  in  effecting  which  Lieut.  Stevens,  a  promising 
young  officer  of  the  2d  Dragoons,  was  swept  from  his  horse  and 
drowned.  Before  the  passage  of  his  whole  f«n:ce  was  effected,  a 
deputation  from  Matamoras  waited  on  Gen.  Taylor,  and  inform- 
ed him  of  the  retreat  of  Arista  and  his  Army,  and  of  the  surren- 
der of  the  place.    Soon  after,  Captain  Kerr,  at  the  head  of  his 
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Dragoonsj  raised  the  United  States  flag  upon  ibe  walls  of  Fort 
Paredes  near  the  crossing.    '.     . 

Next  day  CoJ.  Twiggs  was  appointed  Governor  of  Matamoras, 
and  his  command  stationed  at  th<8  river  bank  above  the  town. — 
That  of  Gen.  Worth,  who  had  rejoined  the  army,  after  a  tem- 
porary absence,  was  posted  below.  Fort  Brown  was  properly 
garrisoned,  the  rest  of  the  troops  encamped,  and  Gen.  Taylor 
himself  pitched  his  tent  in  a  grove  of  trees  outside  the  town. 

In  the  meantime,  Arista,  pursued  by  Lieut.  Col.  Garland  with 
all  the  Cavalry  of  the  arpoy,  (about  250,)  was  in  full  Retreat  on 
Monterey,  where  he  at  length  arrived  ;  but  was  soon  displaced 
from  command,  and  ordered  to  return  to  the  city  of  Mexico  to 
give  an  account  of  his  conduct  before  a  Court  Martial. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Monterey. 

Caase  of  delay  at  BCatunoraft— War  racopsfzed  by  Congresa— Taylor  created  Major-Gen> 
eral— Reynosa,  Oaman^o,  Mier  and  Ravilla  occapii*d— United  Staiee  expeditions  in  other 
qnn  nei«— Santa  Ann*  Preaident^Taylor's  march  to  Afontereyand  his  force— Monterey— 
Attack  oa  tb«  place— Capit9latio»—Teriiii—toM  by  Ameriean  Amy. 

The  defeated  Mexican  forces  having  halted  and  posted  them- 
selves at  Monterey,  a  strong  town  in  the  interior,. on  the  San 
Juan,  a  tributary  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  on  the  land  rout  from 
MatamorasAo  th^city  of  Mexico,  to  attack  them  at  that  place 
became  the  nex^great  object  of  the  ^ft-RJifti  General.  To-ef-  , 
feet  this,  hfs  force  in  men  soon  be^amequite  suflScient;  for,  a  few 
days  before  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto,  havii^^'made  arequisition  on 
the  Governors  of  Louisiana  and  Texas,  for  |our  regiments  from 
each  of  those  States,  Volunteers  lar  beyond  the  number  demand- 
ed, ev^n  to  an  extent  to  be  embarrassing,  now  came  pouring  in 
from  every  quarter.  But  unfortunately  the  means  of  transpor- 
tation were  not  provided  with  equal  promptness  or  liberality. — 
•  Owing  lo  this  deficiency,  it  was  the  beginning  of  September  be- 
fore Taylor  regularly  took  up  his  line  of  March  to  Monterey,  a 
period  of  over  three  months,  from  the  capture  of  Matamoras. 
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On  the  13th  of  May,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had 
declared  that  war  existed  "by  the  act  of  the  republic  of  Mexico."  j 
A-t  the  same  lime  that  body  appropriated  Ten  Millions  of  Dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  the  army^and  authgrized  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  50,000  Volunteers  for  its  increase. 

Tow^ds  the  end  of  May,  the  news  of  the  victories  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Paloaa,  and  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Brown  reached  the  United'  States.  The  intelligence  filled  the 
public  mincT  with  astonishcpept  and  admiration  ;  and  excited  a  de- 
gree of  enthusiasm^  which  was  ot  course  increased  by  the  long  pe- 
riod of  peace  the  country  had  enjoyed.  On  the  30lh  of  May 
President  Polk  raised  Gen.  Taylor  to  the  rank  of  Major-General 
by  brevet,  and  on  the  18th  of  June,'  Congress  conferred  op  him  a 
full  commission  to  the  same  rank,  which  is  the  highest  in  our 
army.  About  the  same  time,  many  other  well-earned  promotions 
took  place  among  his  subordinates  for  gallantry  and  skill  in  the 
same  fields. 

While  lying  at  Matamoras,  a  number  of  the  intermediate  pla- 
ces on  the  route  to  Monterey,  were  occupied  without  opposition 
by  our  troops.  Reynosa  was  taken  by  Lieut  Col.  Wilson  early 
in  Jutie.  On  the  14th  of  July  Capt.  Miles  took  possession  of 
Camargo ;  soon  9fter,  Mier  and  Ravilla  were  taken.  '  All  these 
places  are  either  On  or  near  the  right  or  Mexican  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

While  Taylor  was  thus  preparing  to  reach  the  city  of  Mexicq 
by  Montere)  and  San  Luis  Potosi)  hostilities  were  v^orously  car- 
ried on  in  other  diceo^tipns.  On  the  same  day  on  which  Matamo- 
ras surrendered,  (May  18",)  Vera  Cruz  and  the  other  Mexican 
ports  on  the  Gulf,  were  bloclrtided  by  an  American  squadron.  A 
blockade  on  those*of  the  Pacific  was  also  declared.  Other  land 
operations  were  alio  ordered*  The  second  division  of  our  aVmy, 
(Taylor  being  the  first,)  under  Gen.  Wool,  was  directed  against 
Chihuahua  on  the  west;  and  the  third  under  Col.  Kearney 
against  Santa.  Fe  and  New  Mexico  on  the  North.  The  results 
of  all  these,  together  with  the  conquest  of  California ^and  Gen. 
Scott'^  splendid  operations  from  Vera  Crpz  to  the  Capitol,  will 
hereafter  be  described  in  detail ;  it  berng  thought  more  orderly 


and  satisfactory  now  to  complete  the  achievements  of  the  ''Army 
of  Occupation."  . 

During  Taylor's  stay  at  Matsimoras,  important  events  Qccurred 
also  at  the  city  and  in  the  government  of  Mexico,  which  after- 
wards had  a  material  hearing  on  the  management  of  the  war  by 
the  enemy.  Sinc^  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  influence 
of  President  Pa  redes,  tinder  whose  augpiccs  they  were  began, 
had  been  gradually  declining ;  till,  about  the  1st  of  August,  he 
was  formally  deposed,  and  Gen.  Santa  Anna  called*  to  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  by  one  of  those  frequent  military  revolutions  that 
have  been  the  curse  of  Mexico.  X^^^^nottd  personage  was  then 
on  the  Island  of  ,Cuba  ;  but,  as  /soon  as  informed' of  this  turn  in 
his  favor,  he  sailed  for  Vera  Crua,  where  he  arrived  on  the  16th 
of  August,  passing  through  the  blockading  squadron,  by  the  ex- 
press permissibn,  as  it  is  said,  of  the  president  of  the  U.  S.  On 
the  15th  of  September  he  made  his  triumphal  entry  into  the  Cap- 
itol ;  and,  from  that  time,  became  the  great  master  spirit  of  the 
war. 

When  Gen.  Taylor  at  last  moved  from  Monterey  from  the  vi- 
cinity of  Matamoras,  his  marching  force  consisted  of  6,640,  in 
three  divisions,  viz :  .Gen.  Twiggs's. 2,230,  all  regulars  except 
500  Texarj  cavalry  tinder  Col.  Hays.  Gen.  Worth's  1,700,  con- 
«st\ngof  regulars  with  100  Texan  Rangers.  Gen-  Butler's2,710, 
wholly  composed  of  Volunteers  from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi  and  Maryland.  His.artillery  consisted  only  of  one 
t^n-inch  mortar,  two  twenty-four  pound  howitzers,  and  fonr  light 
field  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  Jn  addition  to  this,  there  was 
a  reserve  of  2,100  under  Gen.  Pattt^rson,  in  garrison  at  Camar- 
go  and  other  places^ 

Having  pushed  on  these  Divisions,  Taylor  himself  left  Camargo 
on  the  7th  of  September,  passing  throAJgh  9  cheerless  tract,  in 
which  the  troops. suffered  much  till  they  arrived  at  Mier.  Here 
the  country  improved  much,  and  pure  water  became  abundant 
till  they  reached  Seralvo.  After  a  short  re&t,  the  army  left  this 
place^  >whrch  is  about  half  way  between  Camargo  and  Monterey, 
on  the  13th.  On  leaving  Seralvo  the  troops  found  themselves  in 
the  true  mountainous  regions  of  Mexico,  and  beheld  those  stupen- 
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dous  precipices,  crowned  witli  vast  level  plains,  which  forms  its 
peculiar  feature. 

On  the  17th  the  whole  army  was  united  at  Marian,^  small 
village  on  the  San  Juan,  12  miles  northeast  of  Monterey.  Early 
next  day  the  troops  were  in  motion,  Twiggs'  Division  leading, 
Worth's  next,  and  Butler's  bringing  up  the  rear.  In  the  after- 
noon a  halt  was  made  for  the  night,  at  a  small  stream  called  Wal- 
nut Springs,  within  three  miles  of  Monterey,  to  afford  time  to  re- 
pose and  reconnoissdnce. 

Monterey,  the  Capitol  of  New  Leon,  is  a  city  of  abotit  15,000  i 
inhabitants,  and  is  beautifully  situated  in  a  sweep  of  the  Sierra  { 
Madre  range  of  mountains.  Though  not  regularly  fortified,  it  is 
protected  by,  its  naturally  strong  positron,  and  by  a  number  of 
formidable  outworks,  mounting  ioi'ty-two  heavy  cannon.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  a  main  element  of  its  strength  consisted  in  the  pe- 
I  culiar  structure  of  the  houses,  each  of  which,  built  of  stone,  stand- 
ing by  itself,  and  having  a  flat  roof  surrounded  by  a  low  parapet 
wall,  constituted' a  small  fortress  in  itself^  from  which  the  dis- 
lodgment  of  the  besieged  was  found  to  be  a  work  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  danger. 

Gen.  Ampudia,  who  commanded  this  formidable  place,  had  a 
garrison  of  8,000  regular  troops,  and  several  t))ousand  militia  and 
armed  citizens ;  with  abundance  of  ordnai)ce,  small  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

It  is  Impossible  here  to  give  anything  like  a  detailed  description 
of  the  works  of  Monterey,  or  the  noble^  efforts  of*  our  Jroops  in 
their  attack.     Little  more  than  the  splendid  result  can  be  (old. 

After  a  careful  reconnoissance.  Gen.  Taylor  concluded  it  prac- 
ticable to  turn  the  enemy's  position,  t)y  thrqwing  forward  a  col- 
umn on  the  Saltillo  road,  on  the  Westerii  side,  and  nearly  oppo- 
site to  his  o-v^n  approach-f  rom  Camargo.  Accordingly,  this  duty 
was  assigned  to  Gen.  Worth  with  the  2hd  Division,  and  Col. 
Hays's  Texan  mounted  volunteers.  At  2  P.  M.,  of  the  30th, 
Worth  marched  on  this  service;  but,  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  the  Divisions  of  T-wiggs  and  Butlbr  wer^  soon  after 
ordered  to  attack  the  works  on  the  front  or  eastern  side  of  the 
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town.  This  feint,  though  completely  successful  in  its  main  ob- 
ject, was  accomplished  on  that  and  the  next  day  at  a  great  loss 
of  life,  particularly  in  Butler's  volunteer  division. 

On  the  21st  the  operations  were  continued.  Worth  gained!  the 
Saltillo  road,  and  Twiggs  and  Butler  made  considerable  impres- 
sion on  the  eastern  front  of  the  town,  carrying  one  oi  the  enemy ^ 
advanced  works. 

Little  was  done  on  the  22nd,  except  by  Worth's  division,  by 
which  the  Bishop's  Palace^a  strong  post,  was  carried;  the  enemy 
being  now,  confined  to  the  citadel  and  body  of  the  town. 

On  the  23rd,  dispositions  were  made  and  partly  commenced, 
to  attack  the  enemy's  barricades  and  carry  the  body  of  the  town  ; 
but,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  Ampudia  proposed  to  evacuate 
the  place.  This  was  agreed  to,  the  same  day.  On  the  25th  the 
American  troops  occupied  the  citadel ;  and  on  the  26th,  27th  and 
28th>  the  Mexican  forces  retired  by  Divisions  from  the  town,aBd 
the  conquerors  took  possession. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  were  of  the  usual  kind  on  such  oc- 
casions, except  those  .which  permitted  the  Mexican  array  to 
escape,  and  bound  ours  not  to  go  beyond  certain  specified  points 
till  the  expiration  of  eight  weeks.-  These  concessions  were  after- 
wards much  censured  in  the  United  States. 

The  cost  of  this  splendid'  achievement  was  very  great,  the  total 
number  of  killed,  \younded  and  missing,  being  561  ofiSeers  and 
and  mea.  Full  one-half  of  the  loss  was  suffered  by  Butler's  vol- 
unteers. The  casualties  among  the  officers  were  unusually  large; 
of  the  Regulars  thirteen  being  killed  and  five  wounded,  and  of 
the  Volunteers  five  were  killed  and  sixteen  wounded. 

Among  the  killed  or.mortally  wounded,  were  Lieut.  Col.  Wat- 
son of  the  JBaltimore  Volunteers;  Capt.  Williams,  Top.  Engi- 
neers; Capt.'M'Kayett,  8th  Infantry;  Major  Barbour,  Capts. 
Morrison  and  Field,  and  Lieuts.  Irwin  and  Hazlett,  3rd  Infantry; 
Lieuts.  Terret  and  Dilworth  1st,  Lieut*  Woods  2nd,  and  Lieut. 
Hoskins  4th  Infantry  ;  Capt.  Allen  and  Lieut.  Putnam,  Tennes- 
.  see  Regiment }  Lieut.  Hett,  Ohio  Regiment,  and  Capt.  Gillespie 
of  the  Texas  Volunteers. 

At  the  head  of  the  long  list  of  the  wounded,  as  he  was  always 
at  the  head  of  the  attack,  was  Major  Gen.  Butler. 
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The  loss  of  the  Mexicans  was  also  very  severe,  though  they 
had  the  advantage  of  coostaDtly  fighting  under  cover.  The 
exact  amount  is  not  known.  » 

Thus  fell,  before  6,640  Americans,  a  place  of  great*  natural 
strength,  skilfully  apd  carefully  fortified,  and  manned  by  full  three 
times  thpir  own  force. ,  If  the  usu^l  rule  be  well  founded,  that  it 
requires  at  l^'ast  thrke  the  number  of  its  garrison  to  take  suefa  a 
J)ost  as  Montejey,  then  did  Gen.  Taylor^s  band  of  heroes  over- 
come six  times  their  own  force. . 


CHAPTER  V.I-  . 

BCENA   VlSTA.  . 

.Viylor'f  dIflieulUes — Senta  Anns  in  command — Withdrawal,  of  Regnlnrif  not  wrong 
-^Sanla  Anna's  great  cclerily— Arrival  of  Wool*»  Division—Occapaiion  of  Sallilloj  of 
Tampico— Dep  .rlure  of  Regulars— Posiiioiy  ai  Buena  Visia— Force,  of  the  two  Armies— 
Acfinn  of  tl^e  £2d  Feb;  of  !i3(]— Maii^  auaek  of  Santa  Anna — ilis  retreat— Loss  of  .both 
Arm iw— Taylor's  reiara  lo  Monterey ',  to  L'niied  States— General  remarks. 

-  Events  were  now  shaping  themselves  for  the  production  of 
the  crowning  glory  of  the  campaign  on  the  Rio  Grande — 'the  field 
of  Buena  Vista.  Two  occurrences  preceded  it,  which,  at  the 
tinK,  seemed  to  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  American  General, 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  render Jhe  hopfe  of  future  victory  almost 
desperate.  But,  if  difficulty  be  only  an6ther  name  for  that  de* 
gree  of  stimulus  which  always  excites  in  great  minds  the  adequate 
means  of  success,  then  was  it  not  misapplied  in  the  case  of  Tay- 
lor and  his  army. 

The  first  of  the  occurrences  was  the  assumption  of  the  command 
of  the  Mexican  forces  by  Santa  Anna  himself;  a  General,  who, 
whatever  may  be  his  faults  in  other  respects,  has  sboivn  himself 
second  to  few  of  his  compeiers  in  celerity  of  movement,  fertility 
bi  resource,  promptness  in  acti6n,  and-endurance.  To  cope  with 
him  was  a  di^erent  affair  from,  conquering  JVIcjia,' Arista,  and 
Ampudia.    ^ 

The  other  and  the  most  serioqs  embarrassment  of  Gen.  Taylor, 
was  the  withdrawal  from  bis  comnoand  of  nearly  all  his  well  train- 
ed and  veteran  regulars,  to  serve  under  Gen.  Scott,  at  Vera  Cruz ; 
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and  the  risking  of  bis  liirther  success  mainly  upon  the  untried  ef- 
forts of  Volupfeers.  -,But  these  events  only  added  to  the  gtery 
of  the  yiotoiry*  and  lie 'Commander's  fenown. 

It  is  not  intended,  bjr  th^e  jremarks,  to  cast  reproach  on  the 
Government  at  hortte.  On  the.  contrary,  the  decision  to  discon- 
tinue the  Hne'of  apprtiach'  to  the  oapitol  of  Mexico  b/the  loag 
and  diflidttlt  route  to  .Monterey  and  San  Luis  Potosi,  and  to  stiike 
it  by  a  shorter  one  of  Ver'a^Cruz,  tvas  both  proper  and^merclful. 
For,  th%  long  eristence  of'^auy  .war,  no  matter  how  just  in  its 
origin,  being  a^reat  national  calamity,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  • 
of  belligerents  so  to  wage  it,  as  Jo  l^ing  it  to  the  Speediest  pfis- 
sible  concIusion*,^oi1sistent  for  the  accomplishment  of  tlie  objed 
for  which  it  was  commenced.  Hence,  when  it  became  apparent 
to  our  Government,  that  nothing  short  of  the  capture  of  their' 
capitol  city  could  convince  the  Mexicans  ot  their  inability  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  begun  the  war,  it  was 
merciful  as  well  as  proper  to  bring  them  to  that  state  of  convic- 
tion, with  as  little  loss  of  time  and  of  lite  as  practicable. 

Nor  was  it  then  supposable  that  Santa  Anna^  who  was  known 
to  be  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  adding  to  its  defences,  and  organ- 
izing his  army,  could  or  would,  by  the  1st  of  February,  concen- 
trate a  force  of  21,000  men  at  San  Luis  Potosi ;  and  in  the  short 
space  of  twenty  days  afterwards,  march  them  across  a|i  aFnldst 
desert  ^country  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles,  to  attack  Tay- 
lor near  Saltillo ;  when  he  knew  that  Gen.  Scott's  main  expedi- 
tion against  Mexico,  by  way  of  Vera  Cruz,  w'as  in  rapid  and 
certain  preparation :  yet  so  it  wasi  And  this  bold  and  skilful 
military  exploit,  which,  if  the  siiccess  it  was  so  pear  achieving 
had  crowned  the  attempt,  would  have  placed  the  name  of  Santa 
Anna  almost  as  high  in  fame,  as  his  defeat  has  4hat  of  his  con- 
queror, is  therefore  not  to  be  charv;ed  as  a  ibistake  to  the  account 
of  our  own  Government;  nor  is  it  to  be  denied  to  the  Mexican 
leader,  as  a  great  though  unsuccessful  military  achievement. 
Justice  to  the  American  Goverhment,  alike  require  this  remark. 
After  the  departure  of  the  Mexican  forces,  who  ultimately 
fell  back  as  far  as  San  Luis,  Gen.  Worth'is  Division  was  quarter- 
ed in  Monterey,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  encamped  in  the  vicin- 
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ity  ;  Gen.  Taylor  himself  Irving  his  tent  and  Head  Quarters  at 
"Walnut  Bottom." 

Soon  after,  he,  in  compliance  \7ith  the  instructions  of  the  Pres- 
ident^ notified  the  Mexican  Genera)  that  the  Armiistice  of  Mon- 
terey, would  expire  on  the  i3tU  of  Novembej. 

Early  in  that  month,  Gen.  Wool's  Division,.  2,4006trong,  and 
chiefly  Volunteers  from  Kentucky/ Illinois  and  Arkansas,  which 
had  been  operating  to  -the  northwest  of  Taylor  in  Chihuahua, 
arrived  at  Monclovia,  in  Coahuil^,.  pad  Came  under  his  command. 
On  the  12th,  a  Division  under  Worth  w&s  pushed  on  to  Saltillo, 
the  Capitol  of  Coahuila,  75  miles  m  advance  of  Monterey. 

On  the  25th,  Tampico  was  occupied  by  the  naval  forces  under 
Com.  Perry,  and  garrisoned  by  six  companies,  under  Lieut.  Col. 
Bel  ton,  from  Gen.  Patterson's  Division  at  Matamoras. 

In  December,  nearly  all  the  regulars  left  Gen.  Taylor  to  join 
Gen.  Scott's  Division  against  Vera  Cruz ;  and  on  the  l^ih  of 
the  same  month,  Taylor  himself  left.  Monterey,  which  then  be- 
came the  Head  Quarters  of  Gen.  Butler,  with  the  intention  of 
proceeding  to  Victoria.  But,  on  the  l!7th,  hearing  that  Santa 
Anna  w^s  preparing  to  attack  Saltillo,  he  at  once  took  measures 
to  concentrate  his  w^ole  disposable  force  at  that  point,  which  he 
himself  reached  on  the  2nd  of  February.      . 

OntKe4thhe  advanced  to  Agua  Nueva,  20  miles  beyond 
SaltiUo,  where  he  encamped  till  the  21st ;  but  being  informed  by 
his  scouts  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  great  force,  he,  on 
that  day  fell  baofk  to  within  eight  miles  of  Saltillo,  and  took  up 
a  strong  position  at  Buena  Vista  ;  the  whole  number  of  his  ef- 
fective force  being  4,769,  of  which  less  than  500  were  regularis ; 
that  of  Santa  Anna  being  21,340. 

The  position  selected  for  the  American  Army  wasonaof  great 
strength.  It  was  at  a  point  where  the  main  road  from  Saltillo  to 
San  Luis  traverses  the  Angostura  oY-  Narrows,  between  two 
mountains.  In  addition  to  the  straitness  of  the  defiles,  the  ground 
itself  is  deeply  cut  in  many  places  by  the  beds  of  mountain  tor- 
rents, forming,  even. when  dry,  serious  impediments  to  the  large 
cavalry  force  of.  the  enemy.  Between  these  are  level  plateaus  of 
various  extent. 
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Taylor  posted  his  troops  nearly  at  right  aj)glts  with  the  road 
at;ross  this  defile,  each  wing  reaching  one  of  its  mountain  boun- 
daries I  the  chief  force  being  on  the  east  or  left,  and  the  artillery 
occupying  the  road  in^the  centre. 

Here  the  dawn  of  the  22d  ol  February,  1^47,  found  the  small 
but  fearless  band  of  American  citizen  soldiers,  calm  and  deternjin- 
ed  not  to  disgrace  the  birth-day  ol  the  father  of  their  country. 

About  noon  the  head  of  the  enemy's  columns  had  approached 
within  two  miles  of  their  lines;  At  this  moment,  no  doubt  depen- 
ding on  the  terror  produced  by  the  display  of  his  overwhelming 
force.  A  white  flag  advanced  and  presented  from  the  Mexican 
General  ^^n  unconditional  summon  of  surrender..  The  short,  cool 
reply  it  received,  is  now  as  widely  known  as  is  the  gallantry  with 
which  the  small  American  army  justified  the  confidence  reposed 
ia  it  by  the  General. 

Soon  afterwards  the  action  began  by  an  attack  on  the  Amer- 
ican extreme  left,  composed  of  Kentucky  and  Arkansas  dismounted 
Cavalry  and  an  Indiana  Rifle  Battalion,  the  whole  commanded  by 
Col.  Marshall.  The  object  being  evidently  to  gain  Taylor's 
.flank,  three  guns  of  Capt.  WashingtOn'^s  battery,  supported  by 
the  2nd  Indiana  Regiment,  were  detached  to  the  threatened 
point,  and  defeat  thr enemy's  d^ign.  This  was  the  chief  oper- 
ation of  the  22nd,  night  soon  suspending  the  action;  and  the 
(roops  bivouacking  on  the  ground  'they  occupied  in  line,  without 
fires  or  covering. 

A  body  of  about  fifteen  hundred  Mexican  Cavalry  under  Gen. 
Minon  having  been  thrown  into  the  rear  of  Saltillo,  Gen,  Taylor 
visited  that  post  daring  the  night,  to  strengthen  its  defences  j 
and  by  the  time  he  returned  to  Buena  Vista  on  the  morning  of 
the  2l}d,  the  action  had  been  resumed,  by  the'  renewal  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  left.  The  result,  however,  was  the  same  as  the  day 
before.         '  . 

At  8  o'clock  a  strong  demonstration  was.  made  along  the  road 
against  the  centre ;  but  was  repulsed  by  the  effective  fire  of 
Washington's  battery.. 

Again  was  the  American  left  attacked,  and  this  time  with  ef- 
fect ;  the  enemy  having  concentrated  an  overwhelming  amount 
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of  Infantry  and  Cavalry  under  cover  of  the  ridges.  The  2d  In- 
diana and  the  2d  Illinois  Regiments,  under  Gen.  Lane,  formed 
this  point  of  the  Line.  The  former  was  ordered  forward  to  sup- 
port three  pieces  of  Artillery  under  Capt.  O'Brien,  but  was  soon 
forced  back  in  disorder,  and  one  of  the  guns  lost.  The  left  of 
his  position  was  thus  in  a  most  critical  state,  the  enemy  in  great 
force  having  gained  his  flanfc>  at  the  moment  when  Taylor  arriv- 
ed on  the  field.  He  at  once  reinforced  this  recoiling  portion  of 
his  line,  by  ordering  to  its  support  the  Mississippi  and  2d  Ken- 
tucky Regiments,  and  Capt  Bragg's  Battery.  These,  with  a  part 
of  the  1st  Illinois  under  Col.  Harden,  gallantly  drove  back  the 
enemy  and  recovered  a  portion  of  the  lost  ground.  The  action 
here  was  for  a  long  time  most  obstinately  contested,  the  enemy 
making  several  furious  charges,  both  of  Infantry  and  Cavalry  ; 
but  by  the  skill  and  courage  ot  the  American  troops,  he  was  al- 
ways repulsed.  In  producing  this^resyU  the  agency  of  Bragg's 
Battery  mainly  contributed. 

During)  the  day  Minon's  Cavalry  approached  Buena  Vista 
frono  Saltillo,  and  made  an  attack  from  that  quarter;  but  were 
repulsed  by  two  guns  under  Capt,  Shover  and  Lieut»  Donaldson 
and  a  company  of  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Late  in  the' afternoon  Santa  Anna  brought  his  reserve  into  ac- 
tion and  made  his  last  and  most  desperate  attempt  for  victory, 
after  the  firing  had  ceased  for  some  tirpe.  This  was  the  critical 
moment  of  the  day,  when  many  experienced  officers  advised  Tay- 
lor to  fall  back  and  take  a  new  position  ;  but,  fearful  of  the  effect 
of  retreat  on  his  volunteers,  he  stood  his  ground.  The  Illinois 
,  and  2d  Kentucky  Regiments  were  Soon  overwhdmed  ;  Colonels 
Harden,  McKee,  and  Clay,  having  fallen  at  the  bead  of  their 
men. — But  again  his  adrairai)le  artillery  secured  the  dayj  Wash- 
ington's aind  Bragg*s  Battery. shattering -and  repulsing  this  last 
effort  of  Santa  Anna,  and  virtually  ending  the  battle. 

Night  once  inore  suspended  -the  toils  of  the  gallant  troops, 
who  again  lay  on  the  grounlj,  with  th6  mercury  in  that  high  re- 
gion below  the  freezing  point,  without  fires  or  tents,  but  ready 
to  renew  the  fight  on  the  morrow.  When  day  dawned,  however, 
it  was  found  that  Santa  Anna  had  retreated,  though  still  in  such 
force  as  to  forbid  pursuit. 


1847.] 


THE   M£XI(?aN    war. 


639 


The  American  loss  in  this  astohishing  trial  of  courage  and  en- 
durance was  267  kilted,  453  wounded^  and  23  missing.  That  of 
the  Mexican  army  exceeded  2,000,  the  dead  on  the  field  being 
five  hundred. 

Santa  Anna  first  fell  back  to  Agua  Nueva;  on  the 26th  he  re- 
treated towards  San  Luis ;  and  finally  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 
No  further  operations  of  importance,  therefore,  took  place  in  this 
part  of  Mexico..  On  the  27th  the  American  troops  occupied 
their  former  position  at  Agua  Nueva  ;  but  about  the  middle  of 
Mar6h,  resumed  their  old  post  at  Monterey,  "Walnut  Springs" 
continuing  to  be  Gen.  Taylor's  Head  Quarters,  till  his  return  to 
the'  United  States  several  months  after  ;  since  which  time  his  his- 
tory is  known  to  all,  and  falls  without  the  scope  of  this  work. 

Thus  brilliantly  closed  an  active  and  continued  campaign  of 
ten  months,  characterized  by  the  highest  military  s,kill  and  excel- 
lence on  the  part  of  the  Coipmander,  and- by  every  variety  bf 
gallant  service  and  soldierly  conduct  on^that  of  the  troops.  In 
the  location,  construction,  and  defence  of  Fort  Brown,  profess- 
ional science,  high  courage  and  stubborn  endurance,  were  no  less 
strongly  exhibited,  than  when  their  corresponding  virtues  of  cool 
daring  and  inflexible  determination  in  the  assault  and  capture  of 
Monterey,  At  Pab  Alto  the  very  perfectioq  of  field  gunnery 
was  displayed  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy.  At  Resaca  de  la 
Palfna  the  same  formidable  agent  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans 
was"  disregarded  by  our  troops,  atid  literally  over-ridden  by  our 
gallant  Cavalry,  thus  leaving  a  fair  scope  for  the  exhibition  of 
our  national  superiority  in  the  hundred  hand-to-hand  encounters 
which  closed  that  memorable  day.  While,  at  Buena  Vista  it  Was 
reserved  for  a  handful  of  Volunteers,  by  remaining  firmly  in  po- 
sition, during  two  whole  days,  to  manifest  the  possession  of  all 
these  qualities  combined ;  and  to  allow  a  perfectly  appointed 
army,  five  times  their  nuhiber,  to  shatter  itself  into  fragments 
against  their  impregnable  front.  Truly,  it  was  a  glorious  cam- 
paign. .      V 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  ^nd  Chihuahua. 

KeaTney^s  Expedition  from  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Santm  Fe—Doniphan^  march  to  Saata 
Fe,  to  Chihuahua— Price*»  march  to  thesame  place— Insurrection  in  New  Mexico,  andmar- 
der  of  Bent  and  others— Price'*  expedition  to  sopprees  tjiis  oalbreak — Remarks  on  the  ae- 
quisition  of  Saata  Fe  and  New  Mexico.  • 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  describe  the  minor,  but  no  less 
successful  operations  that  took  place  in  the  northern  and  western 
portions  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

Early  in  1846,  a  iorce,  principally  consisting  of  Missouri  vol- 
unteers and  U.  S.  Dragoons,  was  collected  under  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Kearney,  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  Missouri.  Its  destina- 
tion was  Santa  Fe,  on  the  upper  ^Rio  Grande,  with  the  design, 
after  occupying  that  important  post,  to  operate  against  new  Mex- 
ico and  such  other  of  the  Northern  departments,  as  circumstances 
should  render  proper.  The  detachment  which  left  Missouri  on 
the  16th  of  June,  consisted  o(  1,600  men. 

On  the  18lh  of  August,  the  General  arrived  at  Santa  Fe ;  and, 
having  occupied  that  pUce  and  the  whole  of  New  Mexico  with- 
out opposition,  it  Becamenecessaty  to  employ  his  disposable  force, 
in  other  expeditions  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  ot  bis  gov- 
ernment. 

Accordingly,  on  the  23rd  of  September,  1846,  he  detached 
the  1st  Rtfgiment  of  Missouri  volunteers,  under  Col.  Doniphan, 
against  the  Navajo  Indians,  who  infested  the  qiountains  in  the 
west  of  New  Mexico,  and  thento  join  Gen.  Wool,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  leading  an  expediti9n  from  San  Antonia  de  Bexar, 
in. Texas,  against  the  city  and  department  of  Ghihuahaa,  south 
of  Santa  Fe.  About  the  first  of  '0<3tober,  Doniphan  marched 
against  the  Navajos,  and  haying,  by  detachments  from  his  com- 
mand, visited  every,  part  of  their  country,  the  larger  portions  of 
the  tribe  was  finally  collected  at  Ojo  Oso,  where  he  m^de  a  treaty 
with  them.  On  the  12th  of  December  he  returned  to  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  at  Socorro,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
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South  oi  Santa  Fe ;  •  the  latter  part  of  the  ^march  having  been 
performed  through  a  very  difficult  country,  of  mountains  and  val- 
leySy  amidst  intense  cold  and  through  deep  snows. 

.From  Socorro  the  command  proceeded  to'Valverde,on  its  way 
to  join  Gen.  Wobl's  expedition  against  Chihuahua.  There  it  was 
jdined  by  a  large  nuqiber  of  American  roe/chants  with  a  heavy 
wagon  train'of  goods,  awaiting  protection  to  Chihuahua. 

On  the  14th  of  December  Doniphan^s  advance  left  Valverde, 
and  a  few  days  after,  his  whole  force,  consisting  of  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six  men,  armed  with  rifles,  but  without  aitjllery,  arrived 
at  the  village  of  Donna  Anna,  sixty  miles  north  of  £1  Paso  Del 
Norte,  in  the  department  of  Chihuahua. 

Oil  the  25th,  hts  advance  of  five  hundred  men  was  attacked,  at 
a  place  called  Bra2ito,  by  1,120  Mexicans,  who  were  totally  de- 
feated, with  a  loss  of  two  hundred  in  killed  and  wot^nded ;  the. 
American  loss  being  only  seven  wounded. 

On  the  27thj  Doniphan  entered  El  Paso  del  Norte^  without 
opposition;  'where,  hearing  that  Gen.  Wool's  force  had  been  di- 
verted from  its  original  destination,  in  order  to  join  Gen.  Taylor, 
the  Col.  wa9.  compelled  to  halt,  and  wait  for  his  artillery,  which 
had  been  previously  ordered  from  Santa  Fe.- 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1847,  the  expected  reinforcement, 
coBsisting  of,one  hundred  men  and  four  guns, having  arrived,  on 
the  8th,  Doniphan's  whole  command  marched  from  the  town  of  El 
Paso,  andon the 28th, reached  the  Pass  pf  the  Sacramento, about 
fifleen  miles  from  Chihtia)i«]a,  the  capitolof  the  State  of  the  same  ' 
name.  Here  the  enemy  wa^  discovered  in  great  force,  strongly 
posted  on  commanding  heigl^ts,  and  well  supplied,  with  artillery. 
Arrangements  b^ing  promptly  made  for  attack,*  notwithstanding 
the  odds,  a  fire  was  opened  from  the  American  guns,  and  the  ac- 
tion became  general,  lasting  from  3  o'clock,  P-  M.,  till  after  dark., 
All  the  Mexican  redoubts  having  been  carried,  the  enemy  were 
at  length  driven  from  the  field  completely  routed.  They  lost  six, 
hundred  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  ten  pieces  of  artillery  and 
some  culverines.  Our  loss  did  not.exceed  nine  men  in  all.  Their 
force  consisting  of  4,120  men^  was  commanded  by  Major  Gen. 
Heredia,  under  whom  were  a  large  number  of  other  distinguished 
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Mexican  officers  of  high  rank.  Our  entire  number  on  the  ground 
was  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of  whom  more  than  one 
hundred  were  not  engaged. 

No  further  resistance  being  offered,  on  the  Jst  of  l\|^arch  the 
city  of  Chihuahqa  fell  into,  the  hands  of  tl^e  victorious  Missouri- 
ans ;  and  with  it  the  whole  of  the  departmenjt. 

It  has  been  correctly  said  that  this  adventurous  and  well  planned 
march  over  more  than  1,000  miles  of  a  hostile  and  almost  unknown 
country,  forms  an  achievement  to  which  it  wquld  be  difficult  to 
find  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  military  operations, 

From  this  period  Chihuahua  remained  in  quiet  subjection  to  the 
American  arms,  till  the  close  of  1847,  when  a  spirit  of  determined 
hostility  again  manifested  itself.  At  this  time  Col.  Price,  recently 
promoted  to  the  rank  x>i  Brigadier  tleneral,  was  jn  the  command 
of  Santa  Fe  and  New  Mexico,  Gen.  Kearney  having,  in  S^eptem- 
berj  1846,  departed  on  his  California  expedition.  On4he  7th  of 
February,  1848,  Price  moved  from  the  city, of  Santa  Fe;  and 
early  in  March  re-captured  that  of  Chihuahua,  which  had  again 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  en^my.  On  his  approach  the  Mexi- 
cans fled  to  Santa  Cruz  de  Resales,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and 
took  a  strong  position  in  that  town.  On  the  16th,  after  a  fire  of 
five  hours  upon  th^  place,  it  was  carried  by  bold  and  simultaneous 
attacks  upon  its  different  points.  'Ihe  enemy  lost  in  killed,  two 
officers  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  men  and  a  large  number 
wounded,,  out  of  a  total  force  of  nine  hundred,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Trias.  Our  loss  w^s  fourteen*  killed  and  ninet^een  wounded, 
out  of  a  total  oi  sik  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

As  the  engagement  took  place ^after  the  conclusion  of  the  gen- 
eral Armistice  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  which  w^s  then  unknown 
to  oui'  troops,  all  the  captured  arms  and  stores  were  subsequently 
restored. 

During  a  portion  of  the  time  occupied  by  these  operations  in 
Chihuahua,  affairs  remained  quiet  in  the  north.  But  about  the 
beginning  of  December,- 1846,  after  the  dep»irture  of  Kearney's 
expedition  for  the  west,  and  Doniphan's  for  the  south,  an  insurrec- 
tion broke  .in  Santa.  Fe  and  New  Mexico.  Gen.  Price,  ^then 
Colonel)  took  prompt  measures  for  its  suppression.     The  plan 
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adopted  hy  the  Mexicans  to  accomplish  their  object,  was  the  de- 
struction of  all  the  Americans  in  tb^  territory,  and  of  such  of  their 
countrymen  as  had  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
first  outrage  was  the  deliberate  murder  of  Charles  Bent,  Govern- 
or of  the  territory,  and  of  several  other^American  citizens  of  Taos 
and  other  places — in  all  fifteen.  This  brutal  measure  was  followed 
up  by  the  organization  of  a  force  to  attack  the  city  of  Sianta  Fe. 
On  the  2od  of  January,  Col.  Price  left  Santa  Fe  with  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  the  direction  of  Taos,  which  is  north  of 
Santa  Fe,  and  op  the  Rio  Grande.  Next  day  he  discovered  the 
enemy  near  the  town  of  Canada,  about  1,500 strqng  ;  and  jattack- 
ing  immediately,  dispersed  them  with  a  loss  of  thirty-si^p  killed 
and  a  large  number  wounded. 

On  the  24th,  a  reconnoitering  party  of  eighty,  under  Capt 
Henilley,  attacked,oyer  three  hundred  Mexicans  in  the  town  of 
Mora  ;  but  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  position,  were  repulsed 
with  the  Toss  of  their  gallant  leader.  • 
.  On  the  26th,  Price's  ^ornm^nci,  now  increased  to  five  hundred, 
reached  La  Hpya ;  and  a  detachment  from  it,  drove  a  body  of 
600  Mexicans  from  the  strong  heights  of  Embudo ;  and  then  re- 
joined the  main  force  at  Trampas.  ^. 

On  the  3rd  of  February  Col.  Price's  con^mand,  after  a^  most 
tciDsome  march  through  deep  snows,  arrived  at  Puebia  de  Taos, 
a  town  of  considerable  strength, jsurroUnded  with  Walls  of  adobe^ 
or  sun-dried  brick',  and  strong  lines  of  pickets.  Aiter  battering 
the  place  that  day  and  the  next,  without  effect,  owing  to  the 
lightness  of  his  metal,  Col.  Price  ordered  a  storm.  This  was 
most  gallantly  and  successfully  executed^  and  the  place  reduced. 
Some  of  the  leaders  in  .the  massacre  with  which  the  insurrection 
commenced,  being  found  in  the  town,  were  tried  and  executed. 
Alter  this  no  further  disturbaace  of  -any  importance  was  experi- 
enced in  this  portion  of  the  countrys 

Thus  were  the  territories  of  Santa  Fe  and  New  M^exico  and 
the  department  of  Chihuahua  taken  possession  of,  by  expeditions 
less  imposing,  it  is  true,  than  those  under  Taylor  and  Scott,  but 
vastly  more  momentous  in  their  direct  results.  For,  thougii 
Chihuahua  Was  restored    to    the  enemy  by   the  treaty  which 
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terminated  the  war ;  yet  Santa  Fe  and  New  Mexico  now  form 
a  portion  of  the  United  Stat^ 

Whether  this  shall  ultimately  be  for  our  benefit  or  disadvantge 
time  alone  can  determine.  It  is  not,  however,  out  of  place  here 
to  remark,  that  the  acquisition  of  the  city  of  Santa  Fe  and  its 
territory,  puts  an  end  to  the  disputed  question  of  boundary  between 
I  Texas  ahd  the  Mexican  nation  ;  and  gives  us  the  possession  of  ah 
important  trading  post,  long  resorted  to,  under  great  risks,  by  bur 
traders.  And,  that  our  occupancy  of  this  territory  and  New 
Mexico  places  under  the  control  of  a  strong  government,  a  coun- 
try long  infested  by  lawless,  blood-thirsty  and  roving  bands  of 
Indians,  whom  Mexico  was  utterly  unable  ta  restrain.  These 
results  will  undoubtedly  be  found  to  be  well  worth  the  losses  and 
hardships  encountered  in  theif  achieveteeAt. 


CHA^PTER   VIII. 


ALIFORNIA,    ' 

Ffomoiii'B  exploring  expedition  in  lS45~DifficalUe«  wilh  Geo.<Cattro^Determmation  to 
Bnbveri  the  Mexican  aaihoriiy— Surprise  of  Souoma^DcclaraUon  of  IndcpeudcDce— Arri- 
▼•l  of  Scoclnoij— Copture  of  Cuidad  Los  Aiigoloe— March  of  Kearney  from  Santa  Fe— San- 
galnary  conflict  at  Sun  Paequal—Seeond  taking  of  Cnid^d  de  los  Angeius^-Arnijstice  in 
tapper  CaUforoia— Affaira  of  San  Joseand  La  Pazf  ia  Lower  C&lilbrnia— G<&neral  f emack». 

Iw  order  to^xplain  clearly  the  military  operations  by  which  this 
interesting  country  was  acquired,  it  becomes  necessary  to  recapit- 
ulate certain  events  thaft  occurred,  even  before  the  commencment 
'  of  hostilities  on  the  lower  Rio  Grande.     •     ^ 

In  May,  1845,  the  well  known  Col.  Fremont,  then  a  brevet 
Captain  in  the  corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  left  Washing- 
ton, under  orders  from  the  -War  i)epartment,  to  continue  his  val- 
able  explorations  in  the  regions  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. — 
Not  an  oflScer  or  soldier  of  the  U.  S.  Army  accompanied  him. 
His  whole  force  consisted  of  sixty-two  men,  employed  by  himself, 
for  security  against  the  Indians,  and  for  procuring  subsistence  in 
the  wilderness.  '      .        * 
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One  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  discovery  oi  a  new  and 
shorter  route,  from  the  western  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  \o 
the  mouth  df  the  Columbia;  the  search  for  which  would  necessa- 
rily carry  hnfi,  for  a  part  of  the  distance,  through  the  unsettled, 
and  afterwards  through  a  corner  of  the  settled  p^ts  of  California. 

Fremont  approached  the  Mexican  settlements  during  the  winter 
of  1845-6 ;  and  halting  his  party  on  the  frontier,  proceeded  alone 
to  the  city  of  Monterey,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  and 
obtaining  leave  from  the  commanding  general,  Castro,  to  rest  his 
command  in  the  valley  of  the:San  Joaquin,  near  the  Gulf  of  San 
Francisco ;  where  there  ^asgame  for  his  men  and  grass  for  their 
horses,  but  no  inhabitants  to  be  molested  by  his  presence. 

Soon  afterwards,  .Castro^  asserting  that  Fremont,  under  pretext 
oi  a  scientific  expedition,  was  inciting  the  few  American  settlers 
in  California  to  revolt,  prepared  to  attack  him  with  a  large  force 
of  cavalry,  artillery  and  infantry.  Upon  teaming  this.  Col.  Fre- 
mont occupied,  with  his  sixty^wo  men,  a  commanding  position  on 
a  mountain  withm  thirty  miles  of  Monterey  ;  where  he  renmined 
from  the  7th  to  the  lOtb  of  March,  1846.  Castro  not  attacking, 
Frempnt,  adhering  to  his  determination  not  to  be  the  aggressor, 
then  abandoned  his  position,  and  commenced  his  inarch  for  Ore- 
gon, intending  by  tfa^  t  route  to  relura  to  the  United  States.  Deem- 
ing all  danger  past,  he  dis<^harged  some  of  his  men,  who  wished 
to  remain  in  that  country,  and  did  not  receive  others  in  their  stead. 

With  his  sinali  force  thus  diminbhed,  he  pursued  his  route  till 
the  middle  of  May,  being  then  at  the  greater  Klamath  LakQ  with- 
in the  U.  S.  Territory  of  Oregon.  Here  his  further  progress  was 
not  only  obstructed  by  impassable  snowy  mountains,  but  by  hostile 
Indians,  who,  incited,  it  was  said,. by  Gen.  Castro,  killed  qnd 
wounded  four  of  his  men,  and  allowed  him  no  quiet,  either  in  catop 
or  on  the  march.  At  this  time  mlormation  reached  him,  that 
Castro  was  advancing  agaipst  him  at  th^  heajd  of  four  or  five 
hundred  men ;  and  that  the  American  settlers  were  comprehended 
in  the  intended  destruction. 

Under  these  circumistance's,  Fremont  a|t  once  determined  to  turn 
uppn  his  pursuers,  and  secUre  the  safety  of  his  own  party  alid  of 
the  American  settlers,  not  only  by  the  defeat  of  Castro,  but  by 
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the  t>Terthrow  of  the  Mexican  aulhoiity,  and  the  establishmeDt 
of  -SLu  independent  government  in  California.  It  was  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1846,  which  was  before  tte  commencement  of  hoistilities 
between  the  United  States  atid  Mexico  could  have  been  known, 
that  this  daring  resolution  was  taken.  The  series  of  rapid  march- 
es and  attackar  by  which  it  was  followed,  will  now  be  very  briefly 
noticed. 

On  the  l^th  of  June,  a  convoy  of  two  bufidred  horses,  for 
Castro's  camp,  wa?  taken  by  twelve  of  Fremont's  men ;  and  on 
the  15th,  the  military  post  of  Sonoma,  at  the  northern  endof  the 
bay  of  San  Francisco,  was  surprised  and  taken,  with  nine  brass 
cannon,  two  hundred  and  hfty  muskets,  a  quantity  of  ouinitions 
of  war,  and  several  officers  and  men. 

Leaving"a  garrison  in  Sonoma,  Fremont  proceeded  to  the  Sdc-. 
ramento,  nprth  of  Sonoma,  to  rotese  the  American  settlers  in  that 
valley  ;  but  was  almost  instantly  recalled  by*  news  that  Castro, 
with  his  whol^  force,  Was  crossing  the  bay  of  San  Frandsco  i 
against  the  post.  This  information  reached  him  during  the  after* 
noon  on  the  23d,  and  by  daybreak  o;i  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
be  had  traversed  a  distance  of  eighty  miles,  with  ninety  riflemen, 
from  the  American  settlers  in  the  valley,  aad  was  at  the  threat- 
ened post  Castro  liad  not  yet  appetired ;  but  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  a  party  of  twenty  scouts,  sent  otit  to  reconnoitre,  fell 
in  with  and  defeated  seventy  dragoons  under  De  la  Torre,  with 
the  loss  of  five  men,  all  their  transport  boats,  and  nine  pieces  of 
brass  artillery,  spiked.  Tbi^  was  the  only  part  of  Castro's  force 
that  had  yentured  across.  .      v 

After  dealing  the  country  npfth  of  the  bay  of  Francisco vOf  the 
enemy,  Col.  Fremont  returned  to  Sonoma,  on  the  evenit>g  of  the 
4th  of  July,  1846  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5thj  called  the 
people  together, ,  and  explained  tbe .  condition  of  things  in  the 
Province.  A  Declaration  of.  Independence  was  at  once  made, 
and  he  was^selacted  to  take  the  chief  direction  of  afiairs. 

CasfrO  was  then  at,  Santa  Clara,  ao  entrehcbed  post  near  the 
southern  end  of  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  with  four  hundred  men 
and  ti^o  pieces  6i  field  artillery.  On  the  6th  of  July,  Fremont 
led  onel&undred  and  sixty  mounted  riflemen  agamst  him  from  So- 
noma.    On  the  9tb,  having  arrived  at  the  American  settlement  on 
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the  Rio  de  los  AmericaDOS,  by  the  circuitous  route  necessary  to 
reach  Santa  Clara^  he  learned  that  Castro  had  abandoned  that 
post,  and  was  in  full  retreat  to  Cuidad  de  los  Angelos,  thiB  seat  of 
tbe  Oovemor  General,  distant 'four  hundred  miles.  At  the  same 
place,  intelligence  was  also  recdved  of  the  commencement  ol.  the 
war  with  Mexico,  of  the  capture  of  Monterey  by  our  naval  force 
under  Com.  Stockton  on  the  7th  of  July,  and  of  >tfae  design- of  the 
Cooqino^ore  to  co-operate  in  the  .pursuit  of  Castro.  The  flag  of 
independence  was  instantly  hauled  down  and  that  of  the  Union 
hoisted,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  settlers  and  fbreetf; 

A  combined  pursuit  was  instantly  undertaken,  and  oil  the  12th 
of  August,  Com*  Stockton  and  Col.  Fremont  entered  .and  occu- 
pied Cdidad  de  los  Angelod,  without  opposition.;  th0  Goyemor 
General,'  Pico,  tbe  Commnndant,  Gen.  Castro,  and  all  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  having' fled.  T^us  in  the  short  apace  of  nxty 
days  was  the  whole  enterprise  achieved ;  the  MeJcicaa  authorities 
themselves  proclaimingit  to  be  a  conquest,  noimerely  of  the  north- 
erdpart,  but  of  the  whole  of  the  proylnceof  the  Calitoinias. 

Information  of  these  events,  and  (hat  all  opposition  hail  ceased 
in  the  provinces^  wi^  at  once  sent  to.Gen.£earney,  at  Santa  Fe, 
where  that  officer  was  known  to  be.  Under  ordersto  proceed  to  Cal- 
ifornia to  co-operate' with  the  naval  'forces,  aa  soon  as  the  state  of 
affairs  in  New  Mexico  should  admit  ol  bis  departure.  Without 
knowledge  of  the  operations  in  Galifornia,  be  had  left  Santa  Fe 
for^bat  provinc^Tn.  the  latter  part  of  September,  1846,  rat  (be 
head  of  jtbree  hundred  Dragoons;  but  a  short.time  afterwards  i^ 
ceivingtbe  despatch  of  Com.  Stockton,  he  sent  back  two  hundred 
6f  his  men  to  Santa  Fe,*and  with  the  other  hundred  as  ^  guard, 
proceeded  on  his  march^to  assume  the  command  of  California. 

Tbe  route  of  this  small  but  gallant  corps,  lay  through  a  country 
of  extreme  didiculty,  and  one  compatatively  oni^nown.  It  first 
led  down  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  something  more  than  two 
hundred  miles*  Thence  westwardly  to  tbe  sources  of  the  Gila ; 
and  then  along  the  course  of  that  stream  five  hundred  miles  to  its 
junction  with  the  Colorado  of  the  west^  which  falls.into  the  Gulf 
of  California.  From  this^ioint  a  march  of  forty,  miles  down  tbe 
Colorado,  and  of  sixty  across  the  great  desert,  brought  tbe  hardy 


adventurers  on  tbe  2d  of  December^  to  Agua  CalientOi  a  frontier 
settlement' of  Upper  Gftlilornia. 

TwQ  days  afterwards,  Kearney  still  on  the  advancei  was  joined 
by  Capt.  Gillespie  with  a  few-rolunteets.  This  officer  had  been 
seftt  by  Com.  Stockton  with  the  news  that  the  enemy,  to  the  num- 
ber of  six  hundred  or  seven  hundred,  were,  again  in  fl^rms. 

On  the  6tfa  of  December,  Kearney,  with  eighty  men,  attacked 
and  defeated  twice  his  number  at  San  Pasqual,  after  an  obstinate 
fight  in  which  Captains  Johnson  and  Moore,  Lieut.  Hammond, 
two  Sergeants,  two  Corporals  and  12  privates  were  killed,  and  a 
large  proportion,  including  the  General,  were  wounded.  The 
Mexican  loss  was  also  very  considerable. 

On.  the  ISth,  Kearney  reached  San  Diego,,  and  formed  a  junction 
with  Com.  Stoqkton,  commander  of  the  Pacific  Squadron,  and  then 
actmg  on  sbor^  as  Governor  of  California.  Here  lerminaled  a 
most  arduous  OEiarch  of  1,043  miles,  through  a  country  never  be- 
fore  traversed  by  an  armed  force,  to'the  great  credit  of  the  gal- 
lant party  who  had  accomplished  the  bold  enterprise. 
-  On  the  29fh  of  December,  a  force  of  about  five  hundred  men 
from  theU.  S.  Ships  Congress,  Savannah,  PortSQQOuth  and  Cyane,  in 
co-operation  with  100  mounted  meh  \inder  Gen.  Kearney,  was  dis- 
patched ag£iinst  Cuidad  de  los  Angeles  by  Com.  Stockton.  This 
city  had  again  fallen  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  ana  was  their  strong 
hold,  and  the  chief  city  in  thart  part  of  the'  country.  The  object 
of  the  expedition  was  not  only^b  capture  this  important  post,  an^ 
thus  terminate  aU  resistance  in  the  province,  but  to  succor  a  pfirty 
of  Americans,  known  to  be  moving  on  the  same  point,  from  Mon- 
terey in  Upper  California.  ^On  the  8th  of  January  this  fore?, 
after  a  march  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  reached  the  San 
Gabriel  river,  where  it  found  fhe  enemy,  under  Gov.  Flores,  full 
SIX  hundred  strong,  with  artillery  stationed  on  heights  command- 
ing the  river,  and  apparently  determmed  to  dispute  its  passage.  A 
severe  conflict  ensued,  which  lasted  an  hour  and  a  half;  when  the 
heights  were  carried,  and  ihe  enemy  defeated  and  driven  from  the 
field.  Next  day  they  were:afgain  met  and  defeated  on'  fhe  plains 
of  Mis^.  The  Americ'an  loss  in  both  ^ngagiements  was  small, 
being  only  one  private- killed,  and  two  officers  and  eleven  privates 
wounded.    That  of  the  enemy  is  not  known. 


Without  further  resistiqg,  tae  detachment,  on  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary, took  peacable  possession  of  Ciiidad  de  los  Angelos. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  some  of  the-leaders  of  the  Californians 
met  Lieut*  Col.  Fremont,  who  was  in  command  of  four  hundred 
volunteers,  near  San  Fernando,  and  entered  into  a  capitulation,  by 
which  the  people  under  arms  and  in  the  field  agreed  to  disperse 
and  remain  in  quiet  submission  to  the  American  authorities.  I'hus 
the  various  diisturbances  that  had  succeeded  the  £1*81  occupation 
of  the  province  by  the  forces  under  Stockton  and  Fremont,  were 
put  down ;  and  from  that  time  our  countrymen  remained  in  uridis- 
puted  possession  of  Upper  Caiifornia.  But  efibrts  were  made  by 
the  Mexicans  to  recover  the  lower  part  of- the  province. 

In  Nov.  1847,  the  posts  of  San  Jose  and  La  Paz,  low  down 
on  the  Peninsula,,  were  attacked  by  the  Mexicans.  Both  attempts 
were  gallantly  defeated  ;  tfa^  former  by  Lieot«  Hay  wood  of  the . 
Navy,  with  a  small  party  of  Marines,  and  the  latter  by  Lieut. 
Col.  Burton,  with  one  hundred  and  twelve  men  of  the  Njew  York 
volunteers.  In  these  affairs  the  enemy  lost  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men.  Little  of  importance  afterwards  occurred  in  iius  part 
of  the  seat  of  war ;  khd  in  February,  1848,  the  treaty  of  Mexico 
ceded  to,  us  the  greater  part  of  this  rich  and  important  province. 

The  transfer  of  Upper  California^  with  its  noble  harbor  of  San 
Francisco,  and  its  long  reach  of  Padific  coast  within  a  mild  lati- 
tude, is  a  most  important  event  in  our  history.  It  gives  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  an  -outlet  on  the 
Pacific,  and  a  direct  communication  with  the  Islands  of  that  ocean, 
and  the  countries  of  Asia  beyond,  which  mustspon  e^cert  an  influ- 
ence on-our  commerce  and  on  the  destinies  of  the  world,  yet  almost 
undreamed  of. 

The  discoVery  of  large  quantities  of  gold  in  California,  about 
the.  time  of  Its  acquisition  by  the  United  States,  is  another,  and 
probably  the  most  remarkable  result  of  the  war  with  Mexico. — 
For  centurieS'did  the  precious  metal  lie,  almost  unnoticed,  nnder 
the  eye  of  the  indolent  Spaniard,  till  anglb-sayon  enterprise,  in 
the  characteristic  attempt  to  adapt  the  powers  of  nature  to  the 
useful  purposes  of  lijfe,  threw  it  into  light.  The  effect  was  instan- 
taneous.   Thousands  rushed  to  gather  wealth ;  and  though  many 


have  been,  and  more  vill  be  disappointed,  a  sufficient  number  suo 
ceed  to  keep  uptbe  human  tide  to  this  modern  Ophir.  So  large 
inJt^ed  is  tfae  number  of  adventurers,  that  probably  the  year  1850 
'will  behold  California  added  as  a  Slate  to  the  growing  list  of  our 
Union*  ♦ 

What  the  effect  npoin  .our  character  as. a  people  will  be,  if  an 
amount  of  the  precious  metal,  equal  to  the  expectation  of  the  iBost 
sanguine,  be  suddenly  added  to  the  national  weiilth,  is  a  question 
of,  grave  movement.  Though,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  sudden  influx 
.  of  that  kind  must  be  injurious ;  yet  it  will  probably  be  far  less  so 
than  a  similar  event  in  t;be  history  of  Spain  and  Portugal  proved 
to  be,  when  America  was  first  discovered.  Th(e  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  the  arts  of  life  now  require  and  ^iU  absorb  a  much 
larger  amount  of  gold,  without  materially  disturbing  the  condition 
of  comtaunities,  than  then ;  and  the.  habits  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  piuch  better  calci|lated  to  bear  the  effects  of 
such  a  change,  than  were  those  of  the  proud,  indolent  and  lux- 
urious c6nqireror8  of  Peru,  Brazil  i^d  Mexico.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  evils  usually 
attendant  upon  wealth  acquired  sud'denly  and  without  proportion- 
ate li^bor,  may,  in  this  case,  be  eithjer  neutrali^d  by  the  peculiar- 
ities of  our  national  habits,  or  overbalanced  by  the  undoubted 
bene$ts  attendant  on  the  acquisition  of  this  gr)eat  western  ojutlet 
for  our  commerce  and  our  enterprise. 


•  •• 

•  •• 


'  CHAPTER  IX. 
Vera  Cbuz. 

Detennidation  to  strike  nt  Mexico  by  a  new  roate— Concentration  of  forces  under  Scott 
«t  Lpbot-^Landfng  at  Vera  Crus^InTestraent  of  the  pla/b&r-Bombirdment  during  fivednys 
— CapitolaUon— Terma—SpoUa—Valne  o(  the  place  a«  a  pott— ^rtioM  of  the  Navy— 
Cause  of  delay  at  Vera  Croz.    . 

The  unbroken  series  of  defeats  suffered  by  the  Mexicans  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  the  loss  of  New  Leon,  Coahuli,  Chihuahua, 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Californias,  having  failed  to  convince  them 
of  the  futility  of  further  hostilities,  it  became  the  duty-  of  the 
United  States  Oovern'ment  to  adopt  some  more  summary  means 
of  bringing  the  war  to  a  close.  .  The  mode  concluded  on  was  to 
land  a  strong  force  at  Vera  Cruz  ;  and  after  capturing  that  place, 
with  the  Castle  of  San  Juan  D'UUaa  by  which  it  is  defended,  to 
push  directly  for  and  take  the  city  of  Mexico.  Nothing  short 
of  this  extreme  measure  was  sufficieijt  to  convince  the  Mexican 
nation,  or  rather  their  rulers  of  the  impracticability  of  their  designs. 

As  early  as  September,  1846,  measures  had  been  commenced 
by  our  Government  to  accomplish  this  unavoidable  but  decisive 
object.  ASiet  thecapture^of  Monterey  a  large  portion  of  Gen.  Tay- 
lor^ troops  were  withdrawn  from  him  for  this  purpose,  and  men 
and  munitions  "were  collected  from  every  quarter.  The  forces 
designed  for  the  expedition  were  concentrated  at  Lobos,  a  small 
Island  in  the  Giilf  of  Mexico,  on  the  coast  of  the  department  or 
State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  about  half  way  between  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz*  Here  they  remain- 
ed awaiting  the  necessary  means  of  transportation,  and  of  debar- 
cation  at  the  point  of  attack,  till  the  beginning  of  Maroh,  1847  ; 
the  whole  number,  when  they  sailed  from  Lobos,  being  12,000, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Scott. 

Vera  Cruz  is  a  i^trongly  fortified  city,  situated  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  same  name,  and  on  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
in  N..Lat.  19^.  From  its  strength  and  position  it  has  lohg  been 
held  as  the  most  important  point  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Mexico. 
In  ffont  of  it  are  a  number  of  Islands,  .called  the  Sacrificios, 


the  Castle  of  San  Ju^n  D'UUoa^  placed  on  a  small  isle  opposite 
the  town.  This  is  the  most  regular  iortresi  on  the  Continenti 
and  is  said  to  be  second  only  to  Giba; alt9r  in  strength  of  fortifi- 
cation. Both  the  town  and  Castle,  were,  at  the  time  spoken  of, 
so  amply  supplied  with  heavy,  guns  aAd  all  .necessary  munitions 
and  stores,  and  so  strongly  manned,  as  in  the  estimation  of  the 
enemy,  to  be  safe  agamst  every  attack.  But  nothing  could  re- 
sist the  skill  and  valor  of  the  United  States  troops. 

A  landing  was  effected  n^itr  the  city,  which  had  a  garrison  of 
5,000,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  Castle,  on  the  9th  of  March,  by 
the  whole  army,  in  three  divisions. '  Brig.  Gen.  Worth's  brigade 
of  regulars  led  the  descent.  These  were  quickly  followed  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Patterson's  division  of  volunteers  y  and  these  by  Brig. 
Uen.  Twiggs'  reserve  brigade  of  regulars*.  The  three  lines  suc- 
cessively landed  in  sixty-sevea -surf  boats;  each  boat  conducted 
by  a  naval  officer  and  rowed  by  sailors  from  Com.  Conner's 
squadron,  whose  lighter  vessels  flanked  the  bdatsso  as  to  beready 
to  protect,  the  operation  by  their  cross-fire.  The  whole  force 
reached  the  shore  in  fine  style,  and  without  accident,  or  any  loss 
in  driving  tbe  enemy  from  the  ground  to  be  occupied. 

The  line  of  investment  was  not  completed  till  the  l2th,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground  in^ich  .consists  of  abrupt  sand  hills, 
separated  by  almost  impassable  thickets  of  chapparel.  The  want 
of  land  carriage  and  the  prevalence  of  a  Norther,  or  strong  cold 
wind  from  the  north  retarded  its  completion.  During  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line  of  investment,  Capt.  Alburtb  of  the  2d  Iniantry, 
and  two  privates,  were  killed,  and  a  few  men  were  wounded. 

On  the  22nd,  Gen.  Scott,  having  completed  a  portion  of  his 
batteries,  summoned  the^  city  of  Vera  Cru2:  to  surrender.  Mo- 
rales, who  commanded  both  city  and  Castle,  having  refused,  im- 
mediately afterwards  th^  land  batteries  and  the  smaUer  vessels^f 
the  Gulf  Squadron,  now  under  command  of,  Com.  Perry,  opened 
their  fire.  'On  the  sam^  day  Capt.  Vinton j  3d^  artillery,,  was 
killed  in  the  trenches. 

The  bombardment  was  kept  up  till  the  26th,  the  gons  being 
gradually  increased  as  the  means  of  the  besiegers  permitted,  till 
five  batteries  mounted 'with  heavy  metal,  throwing  both  shot  and 


shell,  were  in  full  and  niost  destructive  play.  On  the  morning  oi 
the  day  just  named.  Gen;  Landero,  upon  whom  Gov.  Morales 
had  devolved  the  principal  command,  made  on  overture  to  surren- 
der. Commissioners  were  immediately  appointed  by  each  com- 
mander, who  finally  arranged  the  terms  of  surrender  for  the  city 
and  castle.  On  the  29th,  the  United  States  troops  took  posses- 
sion of  both  places,  and  hoisted  their  victorious  flag,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Worth. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  whole  garrison  (6,000)  be- 
came prisoners  of  war,  but  were  paroled,  not  to  serve  again  until 
regularly  exchanged  ;  all  arms,  ammunitions,  and  public  proper- 
ty was  given  up  to:the  U.  S.;  private  property  was  protected, 
and  absolute  freedom  of  religious  worship  guarantied  to  all. 

Among  the  spoils  were  5,000  stands  of  arms,  400  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, and  a  large  quantity  of  stores. 

The  whole  American  cost  of  this  brilliant  achievement,  was 
eleven  killed,  two.  oi  whom  were  the  officers  above  named,  and 
fifty-six  wounded.  The  Mexican  loss  in  men  was  great,  but  has 
not  been  ascertained.  .      ' 

Thus  was  the  capture  of  this  renowned  fortress  added  to  the 

loDg  list  of  victories  of  the  United  States  troops ;  and  thus  glo- 
riously was  the  new  route  to  the  city  of  Mexico  opened  by  the 
gallant  Scott  and  his  army.  With  this  conquest  was  acquired 
the  means  of  controling  the  commercial  intercourse  of  theenismy, 
and  of  excluding  foreign  aid  and  supplies  along  the  coast  of.  the 
Gulf.  With  it  >also  was  established  a  new  and  preferable  base  of 
operations  against  the  interior  and  the  enemy's  capitol. 

In  addition  to  the  important  service  rendered  by  the  navy  in 
the  debarcatlon  of  the  forces  at  Vera  Cruz,  that  gallant  arm  of 
our  national  defence,  continued  its  labors  during  the  entire  siege. 
The  lighter  vessels  of  the  fleet  approached  as  near  the  city  and 
cattle  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit;  and  continued  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  being:  sunk  by  the  guns  of  the  Castle,  to  aid  in 
the  bombardment.  A  detachment  of  sailors  also,  under  the  alter- 
nate commands  of  the  naval  captains,  Aulick  and  Mayo,  manned 
and  served  one  of^  the  main  batteries  on  shore  to  the  end  of  the 
siege.    In  fact  our  brave  tars  exhibited  their  usual  courage  and 


♦  • 


gallantry  whenever  an  opportunity  presented  itaelL    Their  con- 
duct on  all  such  occasionsabundantiy  ahowq  that  if  the  enemy  )iad 
possessed  a  navy  to  cope  with  them,  their  deeds  on  their  own  ele- 
ment would  have  been  as  creditable  as  those  of  the  army  on  shore. 
After  the  surrender  of  Vera  Cruz,  nearly  two  weeks  transpired 
before  Gen.  Scott  was  in  a  condition  to  make  a  forward  movement 
towards  the  city  of  Mexico.    This  delay  was  probably  unavoid- 
able, and  was  mainly  caused  by  the  want  of  proper  means  of  trans- 
portation, which  were  required  in  large  quantities,  and  of  a  differ- 
ent kind  from  those  usually  to  be  provided.    Fcfw  countries  inter- 
pose so  many  and  such  formidable  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  an 
invading-  army  as  that  of  Mexico.    In  no  part  of  it  do  they  pre- 
sent themselves  with  a  more  forbidding  aspect,  than  on  the  route 
which  now  lay  before  our  troops.    It  was  therefore  a  matter  of 
no  little  difficulty  to  provide  means  of  ti^nsportation  for  a  large 
army  through  such  a  region ;  and,  however  much  the  General 
may,  at  the  time,  have  lamented  this  pause  in  bis  career,  the  re- 
sult will  show  that  if  it  did  not  increase  the  rapidity  or  brilliancy 
of  the  conquest,  it  undoubtedly  did  not  diminish  the  ultimate  cer- 
tainty of  success.    The  time  thu9  thrown  on  his  hands  was  also 
on  )iis  part  not  only  employed  in  perfecting  his  plans  and  increas- 
ing his  means,  but  in  obtaining  more  accurate  information  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  country  to  be  traversed,  and  the  best  mocle  of    |; 
reaching  the  main  object .  of   the  campaign.     And  though  the 
same  time  was  unquestionably  taken  advantage  of  by  the  eneniy, 
to  increase  his  means  of 'defence,  yet  every  movement  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  expedition  to  the  interior,  shows  that  it  was  one  of 
deliberate  and  careful  adaption  of  means  to  the  end  In  view ;  and 
that  therefore  it  was  better  to  permit  him  this  advantage,  than  to 
risk  the  success  of  the  whole  army  on  a  hasty  or  ill  provided  ad- 
vance. 

During  this  delay  of  the  troops  at  Vera  Cruz,  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  safety  and  good  order  of  that  important  post, 
as  being  the  on^  through  which  the  arm^  was  to  be  reinforced 
and  supplied  during  the  remainder  of  tKe  war  in  thif  quarter.— 
A  military  governor  was  appointed,  with  a  sufficient  garrison, 
both  in  the  city  and  the  castle  ;  rules  were  adopted  for  regulation 


of  the  trade  and  polict  of  the  town;  and  every  means  taken  to 
ensure  order  and  qniet. 


CHAPTER  X, 


Cerro   Gordo. 


AdTBnce  from  Vera  Crux— Position  of  Cerro  Gordo— Seott*i  phn  of  •tlaek— Twffgs'  en- 
gagement on  the  17th~Pll)ow.'a  falfe  attack  on  the  ISlh— Main  attaelci  by  Barney,  Riley 
and  SbieUb—Prifoners  and  loea^Pursait  under  Patterson— Jalapa  entered  by  liini— Peroie 
by  Worth— Paebia  occupied— Discharge  of  Volnnteiera— Reinforcement. 

The  necessary  preparations  being  hi  sufficient  forwardness,  on 
the  8th^f  April,  the  Army  commenced  jts  forward,  movement  from 
Vehi  Cruz  towards  the  city  ot  Mexico.  The  whole  effective 
marching  iorce  was'eight  thoqsand  five  hundred  men. 

About  the  15th,  a  place  called  Plan  del  Rio,  on  the  Rio  del 
Plan,  on  the  Jalapa  road  to  the  capitol,  was  reached  by  the  army. 
Here  the  different  divisions  encamped  as  they  came  np,  the  diffi- 
cult passes  in  front  being.found  occupied  by  twelve  thousand  Mex- 
icans, under  Gen.  Santa-Anna,  and  preparations  were  made  to 
forciB  them. 

The.  position  chosen  by  the  enemy  was  one  of  g^reat  natural 
strength,  skilfully  and  carefully  fortifi.e(L  Thetierra  caliente,  or 
low  level  land,  terminates  at  Plan  del  Rio,  the  site  of  the  Ameri- 
can camp;  from  which  the:  rpad  ascends  immediately  in  a  long 
drcuit. among  lofty  hills,  whose  commanding  points  had  all  been 
fortified  and  garrisoned  by  the  enemy.  His  right,  which  was  en- 
trenched, rested  on  a  precipice  overb^ging  an  impassable  ravine 
that  forms  the  bed  of  the  stream ;  and  his  entrenchments  extend- 
ed without  interruption'  to  the  road,  on  which  was  placed  a  formi- 
dable battery.  On  the  other  side  of  the  road,  and  about  one  mile 
further  back  than  ^he  batteiies  on  the  right,  the  lofty  and  difficult 
height  of  Ci>rro  Qordo  commanded  the  approaches  in  all  directions. 
The  main  body  of  the  Mexican  army  was  encamped  ,on  level 


ground,  with  a  battery  of  five  pieces,  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of 
the  height  of  Cerro  Gordo,  towards  Jalapa. 

Gen.  Scott's  plan  of  operation  was,  if  possible,  to  turn  theenemy's 
left,  while  menacing  his  front,  and  thus  attack  him  in  the  rear. — 
To  effect  this,  it  was  necessary  to  discover  a  route  for  a  force  to 
debouche  on  the  Jalapa  road,  if  possible,  beyond  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  necessary  reconnoissance  was  made  by  Lieut*  Beauregard, 
and  afterwards  by  Capt.  Lee  of  the  Engineers;'  and  a  practicable 
road  opened  along  difficult  slopes  and  over  chasms,  until  arriving 
at  the  Mexican  lines,  further  ^dvance  seemed  impossible  without 
an  action;  and  it  became  obvious  that  to  gain  the  desired  point  on 
the  Jalapa  road,  the  heights  of  Cerro  Gordo  must  be  carried. 

On  the  17th  Twiggs'  division  of  regulars,  reinforced  by  Shields' 
brigade  of  Volunteers,  was  thrown  into  position  to  prepare  for  the 
accomplbhment  of  ^this  indispensable  object.  In  taking  the  ground 
for  its  bivouac  and  occupying  the  opposing  height,  for  the  Ameri- 
can lieavy  battery,, the  division  was  drawn  into  action  with  2,000 
of  the  enemy.  Col*  Harney  coming  up  with  the  rifle  regiment 
and  first  artillery,  drove  the  Mexicans  from  the  disputed  height; 
on  which  the  guns  were  placed  in  battery  during  the  night,  pre- 
paratory to  the  attack  on  Cerro  Oordo  next  morning.  .The  same 

night  a  howitzer  was  put  in  position,  across  the  river  opposite  the 
enemy's  right.  , 

Early  on  the  18th' the  columns  moved  to  the  attack;  and  the 
success  was  speedy  and  decisive.        '      > 

That  of  iPillbw,  being  merely  intended  to  menace  the  enemy's 
right,  or  rather  fron^,.  and  attract  his  attention,  while  the  main 
movement  to  turn  his  rear  Was  in  progress,  was  completely  suc- 
cessful in  effecting  the  object;  thQugh,iis  was  foreseen,  it  was 
ultimately  compelled  to.  retire. 

Daring  this  feint,  the  main  attack  yas  gallantly  ^made  by 
Twiggs'  division,  which,  storming  the  strong  and  vital  point  of 
Cerra  Gordo,  pierced  the  enemy's  centre,  gained  command  of  all 
his  entrenchments,  and  cut  them  off  from  mutual  support.  This 
brilliant  feat  was  performed  by  the  1st  Artillery  under  Col.  Childs, 
the  8d  Infantry  under  Capt.  Alexander,  the  7th  Infantry  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Plympton,  and  the  Rifles  under  Major  Sumner;  the 


THB   MEXICAN   WAR. 


DO/ 


AO^/.J 

whole  being  led  by  Col.  Harnej  of  the  2Dd  Dragoons.  This 
brigade  ascended  the  long  and  difficult  slope  .of  Cerro  Gordo^ 
without  shelter^  and  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry,  with  perfect*  crteadiness;  planting  their  colors  while  the  ene- 
my's flag  was  still  flying;  and  after  some  minutes  sharp  firing, 
finished  the  conquest  with  the  bayonet. 

While  Harney's  brigade,  were  thus  engaged^  a  brigade  of  In- 
fantry under  Col.  Riley  advanced  against  the  eneiny's  main  body, 
4>r  reserre,  in  the  rear,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Sadta 
Anna.  Their  own  guns  from  Cerro  Gordo  being  also  soon  brought 
to  bear  upon  them,  the  Mexicans  fled  in  confusion.  At  the  same 
time  Shields'  1)rigade,  assaulting  the  extreine  left,  carried  the 
battery  of  five  guns  on  the  Jalapa  road,  and  completed  the  route. 

The  victorious  army  were  quite  embarrassed  with  the  results  of 
their  success.  3,000  men  laid  their  arms  down,  with  the  usual 
proportion  of  officers,  among  whom  were  General  Pinson,  Jarre- 
ro,  La' Vega,  Noviega,  and  Obando.  Among  the  spoils  were  large 
quantities  of  heavy  ordnance,  field  batteries,  small  arms,  and  all 
kinds  of  supplies  and  ammunition.  The  troops  were  all  paroled, 
for  want  of  provisions  to  feed  them,  or  of  a  sufficient  force  to 
guard  them  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  General  officers,  refusing  to  give 
their  parole,  were  sient  to  the  United  States.  T-he  small  arms  and 
accoutrements  were  destroyed ;  the  heavy  guns  jefl  on  the  ground, 
and  the  field  batteries  taken  with  the  army  for  service. 

The  American  loss  during  both  days  was  sixty-three  killed, 
and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wounded.  That  of  the  enemy 
was  over  1,000  in  killed  and  wounded,  exclusive  of  prisoners. 

Among  the  wounded  in  the  American  army  was  Gen.  Shields, 

whose  life  waslon^  despaired  of;  but,  to  the  astonishment  of  all 

who  knew  his  condition,  he  ultimately  recovered.    In  the  list  of 

the  Mexican  slain  was  Gen.  Yasquer,  who  fell  in  defence  of  the 

battery  on  the  main  height  of  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  instant  the  fate  of  the  day  was  decided,  the  Cavalry  of  the 
American  Army,  and  Taylor's  and  Wall's  field  batteries,  were 
pushed  Ob  towards  Jalapa,  in  advance  of  Twiggs'  division  and 
Shields'  brigade  (now  Baker's)  of  Infanlry>  the  whole  under  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Patterson,    tn  the  pursuit,  many  Mexi- 
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cans  were  taken  and  many  slain;  but  the  men  and  horses^  being 
soon  exhausted  by  the  heat  and  the  distance,  were  early  encamp- 
ed for  the  night  at  EI  Encero. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19tb|  Oen*  Patterson  again  moved  for^ 
ward  with  the  Dragoons,  and  entered  the  important  dty  oi  Jalapa, 
with  a  deputation  from  its  authorities,  who  had  come  out.  to  im- 
plore protection  for  the  inhabitants.  , 

At  noon  on  the  22d  of  April,  Gen.  Worth,  at  the  head  of  his 
division,  occupied  the  castle  and  town  of  Perote  without  resist- 
ance ;  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  the  night  before.  This  is  one 
of  the  strongest  places  in  Mexico,  being,  as  is  said,  only  second 
to  the  castle  of  San  Juan  d'UlIoa.  Here  were  found  fifty-four 
guns  and  mortars  in  good  condition,  1,165  cannon  balls,  14,300 
bombs  and  band-grenades,  and  500  muskets^  This  place  is  alK>ut 
one- third  -of  the  distance  from  Vera  Cruz  to. Mexico; 

Soon  after;  without  opposition,  the  advdnce  of  our  troops  was 
pushed  to  the  city  of  Puebla.  Thus,  in  the  short  space  of  thirty 
days,  after  leaving  Vera  Cruz,  our  troops  bad  advanced  through 
tw<>  of  the  most  densely  peopled  and  hostile  departments  of  Mex- 
ico, nearly  two  hundred  miles  in  the  direction  of  its  capitoL 

Before  leaving  Jalapa,  3,700  volunteers  left  the  army — their 
time  having  expired.  This,  and  other  diflSculties,  caused  the  ex- 
pedition. Lo  remain  at  Puebla  till  the  beginning  ot  August.  At  the 
latter  period,  however,  being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  5,000 
new  troops,  the  army  was  again  in  thexon^dition  to  make  a  for- 
ward movement. 
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CONTRERAS — ChERUBOSCO. 

March  of  the  troops  from  Poebla— 'Difficulties  of  the  enterprise— Scott's  plan  of  attack- 
ing Mexieo— March  to  the  Sooth^Battle  of  Contreras— Forcee  engaged  and  toss— Attack 
on  Ban  Antonio— Position  of  Cherubosco— Attack  upon  and  captaie  of  it—Porees  engaged 
— Bhields'  battle— Charge  np'io  the  City  gates— Armistice— Lots  on  both  sides. 

In  four  divisions  the  American  army  moved  forward  from  Pu- 
ebla;  Twiggs'  on  the  7thy  Quitman's  on  the  8th,  Worth's  on  the 
9th|  and  Pillow's  on  the  10th  of  August. 

The  undertaking  to  be  achieved,  compared  with  the  means 
employed,  was  one  of  extraordinary  difficulty  and  daring;  and  to 
ensure  success,  required  aa  unusual  combination  of  military  science 
apd  disciplined  valor.  It  was  no  less  than  the  conquest  of  the 
chosen' place  of  defence  and  refuge,  to  which  all  the  defeated  Gen- 
erals and  the  whole  army  of  the' enemy  had  retired  for  safety— 
the  ancient  seat  of  the  Aztec  empire ;  afterwards  the  splendid 
mjBtropoHs  of  the  Spanish  Viceroy;  ^nd  now,  the  fortified  capi- 
tol  oi  a  nation  of  eight  millions  of  people;  a  people  loog  prac- 
tised and  well  versed  in  the  modern  improvements  of  military 
fiicience;  occupying,  too,  a  place  strong  in  its  natural  position, 
and  secured,  as  they  fully  believed,  against  all  successful  assault, 
as  well  by  numerous  skilfully  constructed  fortifications,  as  by  a 
garrison  of  over  thirty  thousand  men,  resolved  on  the  most  des- 
perate r^tance. 

Unappalled  by  these  formidable  obstacles,  our  gallant  army  of 
little  moi^  than  t^n  thousand  effective  men^  with  undoubting  t^on- 
fide^iCe  entered  upon  the  enterprise;  and,  without  a  single  failing 
in  plan,  or  a  moment's  hesitation  in  any  part  of  the  complicated 
execution,  car^ried  the  flag  of  their  country  triumphantly  over 
every  impcldiment. 

The  city  of  Me)nco,  now  the  grand  object  of  the,  American 
army,  is  situated  in  a  great  basin  or'  valley,  surrounded  by  moun- 
tains, the  plain  on  which  it  stands  being  at  an  elevation  of  7,665 
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feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Its  population  is  over  200,000 ; 
its  wealth  is  very  great,  and  the  public  buildings,  particularly  its 
churches,  are  numerous  and  magnificent.  On  the  east,  south  and 
north,  are  several  large  lakes,  into  which  the  streams  from  the 
neighboring  hills  discharge  themselves;  and  the  soil  in  the  vicinity 
is  fertile,  sustaining  a  numerous  population. 

In  a  military  point  of  view,  it. is-  described  as  standing  on  a 
slight  swell  of  ground,  near  the  centre  of  an  irregular  basin, 
and  is  girdled  in  its  greatest  extent  by  a  navigable  canal  of  con- 
siderfible  breadth  and  depth,  which  serves  at  once  for  drainage, 
custom-house  purposes,  and  military  defence,  being  very  difficult 
to  bridge  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  Across  this  are  eight 
entrances  or  gates,  each  defended  by  a  system  of  strong  works 
that  seemed  to  require  nothing  but  men  and  guns  to  render  them 
impregnable.  All  the  approaches  to  the  city  are  over  high  cause- 
ways cut,  at  the  present,  juncture,  in  many  places  to  impede  the 
advance  of  the  American  troops;  and  flanked  on  both  sides,  by 
ditches  of  unusual  dimensions. 

On  descending  into  the  valley  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the 
12th  and  iSth,  at  a  point  seventy-five  miles  from  Puebla,  near  the 
head  of  take  Chalco,  with  lake  Tescuco  a  little  in  front  and  to  the 
right,  tlie  American  leaded  found  that  the  eastern  front  of  the  city 
— that  next  him — was  too  strongly  fortified  to  be  carried,  except 
at  a  vast  loss  of  life«  To  a^void  this,  the  design  was  at  once 
adopted  of  turning  the  strong  eastern  defences  of  that  place,  by 
passing  round  south  of  lake  Chalco  and  Jochimicbo,  between  ten 
and  fifteen  miles  from  the  city,  so  as  to  reach  the  hard  ground  at 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  to  the  south  and  southwest,  and  gain  the 
Acapuico  road,  which  approaches  from  the  southwest. 

This  route — deemed  impracticable  by  the  enemy — of  27  miles, 
over  a  most  difficult  country,  was  accomplished  by  the  whole 
armyi  by  the  18th  ;  and  the  head  quarters  were  then  at  San  Au- 
gustin,  on  the  Acapuico  road,  nine  miles  from  the  capitol. 

It  was  found  that  the  strongly  fortified  village  .of  San  Antonio, 
on  the  direct  road  to  the  city,  could  not  be  prudently  approached 
in  front ;  and  that  it  could  only  be  turned  to  the  left,  over  a  diffi- 
cult field  of  volcanic  rocks.     While  Quitman's  division,  covered 


[1847.  THE    MEXICAN    WAR.  661 

by  Twiggs'  was  opening  a  road  for  this  purpose  on  ^he  19th,  about 
3  o*cIock,  P.  M.,  a  strong  entrenched  camp  of  the  enemy,  mount- 
ing 22  pieces  of  artillery,  was  encountered.  The  two  divisions 
immediately  assaulted  this  work,  but  with  no  effect,  it  being  hour- 
ly strengthened  by  reinforcements  passing  through  the  village  of 
Cohtreras  or  Ansalda^  from  the  capitol.  Gen.  Scott  at  once  or- 
dered this  intermediate  pOst,  which  lay  half  a  mile  nearer  the  city 
than  the  entrenched  camp,  to  be  occupied  for  the  purpose  oi  cut- 
ting ofl  the  stream  of  reinforcements.  This  wasr  accomplished  by 
Col.  Morgan  and  Gen.  Shields,  by  dark.    Thu9  closed  the  19th. 

During  the  night,  other  troops  were  conceatrated  at  Cootrcras ; 
and  at  3,  P.  M.,  on  the  20th,  the  rear  of  the  entrenched  camp 
being  thus  gained,  the  attack  was  made.  It  was  led  by  Riley, 
followed  successively  by  Cadwalader's  and  jSmith's  brigades,  the 
whole  under  command  of  Gen.  Smith.  The  march  was  rendered 
tedious  by  darkness^  rain  and  mud ;  but  at  sunrise  Riley  had 
reached  an  elevation  behind  thd  enemy,  whence  he  precipitated  his 
columns,  and  in  seventeen  minutes  the  work  was  carried,  and  the 
American  flag  was  waving  over  it. 

The  American  force  engaged  in  this  brilliant  affair  was  4,500 
without  Cavalry  or  Artillery.  The  enemy  had  7000  actually  en- 
gaged on  the  spot,  protected  by  their,  works ;  with  at  least  12,000 
more  hovering  in  sight.  Their  loss  was  s^ven  hundred  killed, 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen  prisoners,  ot  whom  eighty-eight  were 
officers,  including  four  Gene)ral8 ;  besides  many  colors,  twenty-two 
pieces  of  brass  ordnance,  thousands  of  small  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments>  an  impaense  quantity  of  ammunition,  seven  hundred  pack 
mules  and  many  horses. 

Amongthie  guns  were  two  brass  six  pounders,  taken  from  the 
4th  artillery  at  Buena  Vista.  These  were  recaptured  at  Contre- 
ras  by  a  company  ot  the  same  Regiment  that  lost  them  on  the 
Rio  Grande. 

fi\;t  the  chief  advantage  of  the*  victory  was,  the  opening  of 

one  of  the  roads  to  the  capitol ;  and  the  certainty  of  final  success 
thus  secured*  •      .  ^ 

Immediately  after  the  carrying  of  the  entrenched  camp.  Worth's 

and  ^uitmfan's  divisions,  which  were  advancing  to  aid  in  its  as- 
sault, bnt  did  not  arrive  in  time,  were  ordered  back  to  attack  the 
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post  of  SaD  Antonio,  which  lay  between  San  Augustin  and  the 
capitol,  on  the  main  road.  The  object  was  to  open  a  shorter  and 
better  passage  for  the  siege  and  other  trains.  This  was  soon  and 
gallantly  effected,  and  the  garrison,  3,000  in  number,  abandoned 
the  post.  Most  of  them  took  sheher  in  Churubusco,  a  hamlet  one 
mile  in  advance,  containing  a  strongly  fortified  convent,  and  a 
field  work,  or  tete  de  pant,  with  regular  bastions,  at  the  head  of 
the  bridge  over  which  the  road  passes  from  San  Antonio  to  the 
capitol. 

Churubusco  at  once  became  the  key-point  of  the  battle.  The 
whole  remaining  Mexican  forces,  about  27,000  Cavalry,  Artillery, 
and  Infantry,  drawn  from  every  quarter,  were  now  within  or  in 
supporting  distance  of  its  works,  resoked  to  make  a  last  and  des- 
perate stand.  For,  if  beaten  here,  the  feebler  defences  at  the 
gates  ot  the  city,  four  miles  off,  would  not  delay  the  victors  one 
hour.  On  the  other  hand,  the  assailants,  though  in  number  less 
than  one-third  of  the  enemy,  were  resolved  to  carry  the  city  or 
obtain  an  instant  and  honorable  peace. 

A  combined  movement  was  at  once  ordered  both  against  the 
convent  and  tete  de  pont.  After  two  hours  hard  fighting,  the 
latter  was  carried  by  Worth's  and  Pillow's  divisions,  assisted  by 
Cadwalader's  brigade*  Half  an  hour  after,  the  convent  also  yield- 
ed to  the  gallant  Twiggs?  division  ;  and  the  formidable  post  of 
Churubusco  was  carried.  The  trophies  were  ten  field  pieces, 
1,453  prisoners,  three  of  whom  were  Generals,  and  a  nomber 
of  colors. 

Previous  to  the  attack  on  Churubusco,  Gen.  Shields,  with  two 
brigades,  had  been  sent  to  the  left  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the 
enemy's  works,  and  also  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrison  and 
to  oppose  the  extension  of  the  numerous  Mexican  corps,  from  the 
rear,  upon  and  around  the  American  left.  In  a  winding  march  of 
a  mile  to  effect  these  objects,  Ihe  division  found  itself  in  the  pres- 
ence of  4,000  of  the  enemy's  Infantry,  supported  by  3,000  Cav- 
alry, near  the  San  Antonio  road.  ^  A  battle  at  once  ensued  and 
continued  long ;  but,  ultimately,  success  again  crowned  the  efforts 
of  our  troops.  In  this  affair,  which  on  any  other  day  would  be 
classed  as  a  great  battle,  three  hundred  and  e^hty  pijsoners  weie 
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taken ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  bat/ that  occurring  as  it  did  im- 
mediately in  the  rear  of,  and  during  the  attack  on'  Churubusco, 
this  gallant  contest  materially  aided   m  the  reduction  of  that 
place. 

As  soon  as  the  tete  de  pont  wasi  carried,  the  greater  part  of 
Worth's  and  Pillow's  men  crossed  the  bridge  in  rapid  pursuit  of 
the  flying  enemy.  Coming  up  with  Shields'  division,  now  also 
victorious,  the  whole  continued  to  press  the  fugitives  to  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  ca|MtoI.  Here,  Col.  Harney  with  a  small 
part  of  his  brigade  of  Cavalry,  rapidly  passing  to  the  front,  char- 
ged the  enemy  up  to  the  nearest  gate. 

After  so  many  victories,  and  alter  thus  reaching  the  very  gates, 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  little  difficulty  for  the  American 
General  to  pour  his  excited  and  victorious  troops  into  Mexico,  and 
to  have  added  that  only  remaining  triumph  to  the  glories  of  the 
day.  But,  fortunately  for  the  fair  fame  ot  our  country  and  for 
the  honor  of  human  nature,  the  storming  and  sacking  of  a  popu- 
lous city  was  not  added  to  the  experience  of  the  American  soldier. 
Stopping  short  at  the  very  threshold  of  final  success,  the  troops 
were  halted,  and  cantoned  in  the  neighboring  villages,  where  they 
were  well  supplied  with  neces(^aries,  and  rested  during  the  nightl 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when  about' to  summon  the  place 
to  surrender,  a  flag  arrived  in.  Gen. -Scott's  camp,  to  propose  a 
truce.  On  the  22nd,  commissioners  to  arrange  an  armistice,  were 
appointed  by  the  respective  commanders.  The  armistice  was  sign- 
ed on  the  2^d,  and  on  the  24th  ratifications  were  exchanged.' 

During  this  day  of  many  battles,  the  whole  Mexican  loss  was 
about  4,000  in  killed  and  wounded;  2,637  prisoners,  including 
eight  Generals ;  thirty-seven  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  small  arms,  with  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  of  every  kind. 

Our  loss  was  14  officers  and  123  men  killed  ;  and  65  officers 
and  869  men  wounded,  and  40  missing ;  making  an  aggregate  of 
1,056, 
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After  the  unsuccessful  operations  of  the  19th  and  20th  of  Au- 
gust, the  American  head-quarters  were  at  Tacubaya,  a  village  a 
short  distance  on  the  southwest  of  the  capitol.  The  army  was 
cantoned  in  the  vicinity,  waiting  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contending  powers ;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  armistice  Mad  been  granted. 

By  the  terms  of  the  armistice,  which  extended  to  the  distance 
of  thirty  leagues  from  the  capitol,  neither  party  was  to  erect  or 
repair  any  work  of  military  defence  or  offence,  within  that  limit ; 
nor  to  receive  any  reinforcement ;  nor  advance  beyond  the  line 
occupied  by  it  at  the  date  of  the  armistice ;  nor  obstruct  the  re- 
ception of  supplies  by  the  other,  from  the  city  or  the  surrounding 
country ;  and  all  American  prisoners  were  to  be  given  up  for  a 
like  number  of  Mexicans  of  equal  rank*  These  were  the  chief 
articles. 

These  terms  were  tolerably  well  observed  by  -President  Santa 
Anna,  who  commanded  in  chief  in  the  city,  till  the  2nd  of  Sept., 
when  the  American  commissioner,  (N.  P.  Trist,  Esq.)  handed  in 
his  ultimatum,  demanding  a  large  cession  of  territory  from  Mexi- 
co, as  an  indemnity  for  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  Immediately  afterwards,  Santa  Anna,  with- 
out the  slightest  notice,  actively  commenced  strengthening  the  mil- 
itary defences  of  the  city,  in  gross  violation  of  the  armistice. 

On  the  6th,  Gen.  Scott  gave  notice  to  the  Mexican  President 
that,  unless  full  satisfaction  should  be  given  for  this  violation  of 
the  armistice,  by  noon  next  day,  hostiHties  would  be  re-commen- 
ced. The  reply,  received  the  same  day,  not  being  at  all  satisfac- 
tory, measures  were  at  once  taken  to  resume  the  war,  and  press 
it  to  an  effectual  termination. 


discoyered  hoyering  about  the  Molino  del  Reyi  a  post  a  mile  and 
OQe-tfaird  north  of  Tacubaya^  and  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
strongly  fortified  height  of  Chapultepec.  This  place  contained  a 
cannon  foundry,  and  a  large  deposit  of  powder,  and  was  conse- 
quently ot  great  ifnportance  to  the  Mexicans.  Its  value  was  now 
increased  by  the  fact,  that  their  recent  loss  had  deprived  them  ol 
sufficient  artillery  to  furnish  all  their  works ;  which  deficiency,  i( 
was  said,  they  were  at  the  moment  endeavoring  to  supply,  b} 
casting  a  large  number  of  church  bells  into  guns,  at  the  Molino. 

These  facts  rendered  it  easy  to  comprehend  the  enemy'is  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  and  caused  the  instant  determination,  bj 
Gen.  Scott,  to  drite  him  from,  the  post,  destroy  the  foundry,  am 
seize  the  powder.  . 

The  execution  of  this  operation  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Worth 
whose  division  was  reinforced  by  Cadwalader's  brigade  of  Pillow's 
division,  three  squadrons  of  dragoons  under  Major  Sumner,  threi 
field  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captam  Drum,  and  two  battering 
guns  under  Captain  Huger^  nialdng  an  aggregate  force  of  3,10 
men. 

During  the  battle  which  ensued,  the  commander-in-chief  callec 
tQ  the  aid  of  Worth,  from  their  distant  encampment,  Pierce's  brig 
ade  of  Pillow's  division,  and  Riley's  brigiule  of  Twiggs'.  Thesi 
troops  hastened  with  spirit'  to  the  scene  of  action ;  but  the  contest 
being  decided  by  Worth's  own  force  before  their  arrival,  no  fur« 
ther  notice  will  be  taken  of  their  presence. 

The  enemy^,  who  had  evidently  determined  to  defend  the  posi- 
tion  to  the  utmost,  was  strongly  posted.  .  iBLET  left  rested  upon,  anc 
occupied  a  group  of  strong  stone  buildings,  called  El  Molino  dei 
Ret,  adjoining  a  grove  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Chapultepec 
and  directly  iindec  the  guns  of  the  castle  which  crowns  its  summit 
The  right  of  his  line  reached  another  stone  building  called  Casa 
Mata,  situated  at  the  foot  ol  a  ridge  that  slopes  gradually  fron 
the  heights  above  the  village  of  Tacubaya  to  the  phiin  below. 
Midway  between  these  buildings,  was  bis  field  battery  ;  and  his 
Infantry  force  were  disposed  on  either  side  to  support  it ;  conse- 
quently, the  centre  was  the  weak  point,  and  the  flanks  Ihestrouj 
ones,  the  left  being  stronger  than  the  right. 


leans  of  defence,  yet  arrangements  not  being  sufficiently  matured 
)r  the  assault  of  that  formidable  height^  Gen.  Worth  was  ex- 
ressly  instructed  not  to  attack  it,  or  i^ttempt  its  capture.  All 
bat  he  could  accomplish,  therefore,  with  regartl  to  it,  wastoiso- 
ite  the  work  to  be  accomplished  from  the  castle  and  its  defences 
s  much  as  possible ;  and  having  effected  the  object  of  the  expe- 
ition,  viz :  the  destruction  oi  Molino  del  Rey  and  the  material 
herein,  to  retire  to  his  position  at  Tacubaya. 

In  accomplishing  the  arduous  duty  assigned  him.  Gen.  Worth's 
ispositions  were  most  skilfully  and  beautifully  adopted.  CoL 
jrarland's  brigade,  strengthened  by  two  of  Drum's  guns,  was 
placed  on  bb  right  to  attack  Moliko  del  Ret,  and  oppose  any 
upport  from  Cbapultepec  This  force  was  also  within  sustain- 
Dg  distance  of  the  main  assaulting  party,  and  the  battery  guns  of 
luger  near  the  centre.  The  assaulting  party  oi  500  picked  men 
inder  Major  Wright  of  the  8th  Infantry,  was  posted  on  the  ridge 
0  the  left  of  the  battery  guns,  to  forc€  the  enemy's  centre.  The 
lecond  brigade,  under  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  Duncan's  battery^ 
^as  posted  on  the  left,  opposite  the  enemy's  righl,  alsolo  sustain 
:he  assisting  column,  if  necessary,  or  to  act  as  circumstances 
night  require.  Cadwalader's  brigade  was  placed  in  reserve,  be- 
tween the  assaulting  column  and  Mcintosh's  brigade ;  the  Cav- 
ilry,  under  Somner,  being  placed  on  the  extreme  left 

At  3  A.  M.,  of  the  8tb  of  September,  the  several  columns  were 
put  in  motion  for  their  res|)ective stations;  and,  when  the  sun  rose, 
they  were  seen  as  accurately  in  position  as  if  placed  for  review. 

The  attack  commenced  by  the  opening  of  Huger's  guns  upon 
the  Molino.  Soon  after,  Wright's  assaulting  party  dashed  for- 
ward on  the  enemy's  centre,  and  in  th^  midst  of  a  shower  of  bul- 
lets, captured  his  field  battery  ;  but  the  Mexicans  soon  perceiving 
the  smallness  of  the  nuipber  by  whicii  they  had  been  driven  off, 
rallied,  and  aided  by  the  infantry  thatcovered  the  house-tops,  pour- 
ed a  fire  upon  the  assaOants  which  struck  down  eleven  out  of  the 
fourteen  officers  of  the  assaulting  party,  and  men  in  proportion. 
This,  for  a  moment  staggered  the  assailants ;  but  the  light  bat- 
taNion  under  Capt.  Smith,  and  the  right  wing  of  Cadwalader's 
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brigade,  being  ordered  to  their  support,  and  obeying  in  fine  style, 
this  point  of  the  line  was  again  carried  and  efiectually  possessed 
by  our  troops. 

In  the  meantime,  Garland's  brigade  and  Drum's  artillery  as- 
saulted the  enemy's  left ;  and,  after  an  obstinate  and  severe  con- 
test, drove  him  from  his  apparently  impregnable  position,  un- 
der the  very  guns  of  the  castle  of  Chapultepec,  turning  his  own 
artillery  upon  his  retreating  forces  until  out  of  reach. 

While  the  centre  and  right  were  thus  engaged,  the  left  was  not 
idle.  Mcintosh's  brigade  moved  steadily  up  to  the  attack  of 
Casa  Mata,  but  at  first  with  no  effect.  For,  instead  of  being  an 
ordinary  field  work,  as  was  supposed,  it  proved  to  be  a  stone  cit- 
adel, surrounded  with  bastioned  entrenchments  and  impassable 
ditches;  being,  in  fact,  an  old  strong  Spanish  work  recently  repair- 
ed and  enlarged.  A  continued  stream  of  the  most  deadly  fire  was 
kept  up  on  our  men,  who,  however,  advanced  up  to  the  very  slope 
of  the  parapet ;  but  Col.  Mcintosh  and  Major  Waite  being  desper- 
ately wounded,  and  Col.  Scott  killed,  the  command  was  momen- 
tarily thrown  into  disorder,  and  fell  back  on  Duncan's  battery, 
where  they  soon  rallied.  This  battery  now  re-opening  on  the  Casa 
Mata,  after  a  short  and  well-directed  fire,  the  enemy  abandoned 
that  last  point,  and  their  own  guns  were  turned  upon  them  until 
out  of  range. 

While  the  fire  from  Ci^sa  Masa  was  at  the  hottest,  a  strong 
force  of  Mexican  Cavalry  and  Infantry  were  seen  rapidly  advaq- 
cing  upon  the  American  left,  to  reinforce  that  point.  Upon  this 
force  a  most  destructive  fire  was  opened  by  Duncan's  battery, 
which  changed  ground  for  that  purpose,  and  scattered  and  drove 
them  back  in  disorder.  At  the  same  time  Major  Sumner's  Cav- 
alry also  moved  to  the  front  under  the  fire  of  Casa  Mata  and 
rendered  most  gallant  service. 

The  enemy  being  now  driven  frbm  every  point  in  the  field, 
Gen.  Worth>in  fulfilment  of  his  instructions,  caused  Casa  Mata  to 
be  blown  up,  and  the  caunon  moulds  in  Molino  del  Key,  with  such 
of  the  captured  ammunition  as  was  useless,  to  be  destroyed.  After 
which,  with  three  captured  guns,  (^  fourth  being  spiked)  a  large 
quantity  of  small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  more  thazi  eight  hun- 
dred prisoners,  including  fifty-two  commissioned  officers,  he  return- 
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ed  to  quarters ;  the  whole  contest  having  been  concluded  in  two 
hours  and  a  half.  The  American  loss  was  severe,  nine  officers 
and  one  hundred  and  seven  men  being  killed,  and  forty-nine  offi- 
cers and  six  hundred  men  wonnded,  together  with  ten  men  missiog, 
who  are  supposed  to  have  been  killed. 

The  Mexican  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  (including 
Generals  Valderez  and  Leon,  the  2nd  and  3rd  m  command)  was 
3,000.  Their  whole  force  exceeded  14,000  men,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Santa  Anna  in  person. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  scientific,  brilliantand  well  fought  bat- 
tles of  the  whole  war ;  and  justly  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  all 
engaged,  particularly  upon  the  gallant  and  now  lamented  Worth. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

ChaPULTEPEC — THE  SURfiENDER. 

ChapttUepee—Bombvdmeat— Pillow's  atiaok— Qoitman^  advance  against  the  San  Cmmn 
and  Belen  gates—ProgreM  of  Worth  and  Qoitman—Boi render  of  the  eity— Low  of  both 
partiee—Paebla-»HiMaianiJa—Atluca— Peace. 

The  battle  of  Moliko  del  Rey  was  hut  the  opening  scene  of 
the  storming  of  the  formidable  fortress  of  Chapultepec,  which,  in 
its  turn  became  indispensable  to  the  capture  of  the  city  itself  This 
course  was  adopted  by  the  American  General,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  strong  net-work  of  defences  by  which  the  southern  gates 
were  guarded,  and  to  gain  a  less  unfavorable  approach  on  the  west. 
Concealing  his  design  carefully  from  the  enemy,  but  in  the  mean- 
time carrying  on  his  preparations,  it  was  not  till  the  night  of  the 
11th  of  September,  that  everything  was  ready  for  opening  the 
way  into  the  city,  by  carrying  the  intervening  height  of  Chapul- 
tepec. 

This  was  a  daring  and  dangerous  enterprise.  The  place  was 
of  extraordinary  natural  strength,  and  its  great  importance,  as  a 
main  defence  of  the  capitol,  well  understood  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  exhausted  his  skill  and  lavished  all  his  means  to  render  it  im- 


pregnable.  It  consisted  of  a  natural  and  isolated  mound,  of  great 
elevation,  strongly  fortified  at  its  base,  and  on  its  acclivities,  and 
crowned  by  a  regular  castle  or  fortress.  Besides  a  numerous  gar- 
rison, it  contained  the  military  college  of  the  nation,  with  a  large 
number  of  sub-Lieutenants  and  other  students.  The  works  were 
within  gun-shot  of  Tacubaya,  and  until  carried,  no  approach  could 
be  made  to  the  city  on  the  west,  without  a  circuit  both  wide  and 
hazardous. 

Four  heavy  batteries,  within  easy  range,  having  been  estab- 
lished, the  bombardment,  under  the  direction  of  Capt*  Huger,  was 
opened  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th.  The  cannonade  was 
kept  up  during  the  day,  and  by  nightfall  considerable  impression 
had  been  made  on  the  works. 

.  During  this  time,  Twiggs,  with  Riley's  brigade,  and  a  field 
battery  of  12  pounders,  was  left  before  the  southern  gates,  to 
make  false  attacks,  and  thus  occupy  the  enemy's  attention.  The 
manoeuvre  had  its  full  and  desired  effect. 

In  readiness  for  the  assault.  Pillow's  division,  supported  by 
Worth,  and  Quitman's  by  Smith's  other  brigade  of  Twiggs'  divis- 
ion, were  in  position.  Worth's  division  furnished  Pillow  with  an 
assaulting  party  of  250  volunteers,  under  Capt*  McEenzie ;  and 
Twiggs  sent  a  similar  one  under  Capt.  Casey  to  Quitman. 

The  momentary  cessation  of  the  fire  from  the  heavy  batteries? 
which  was  the  signal  of  attack,  having  taken  place  at  8  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  both  colnmns  advanced  with  a  stea- 
diness and  alacrity  that  gave  certain  assurance  of  success.  The 
batteries,  seizing  every  opportunity,  threw  shot  and  shell  upon  the 
enemy  over  the  heads  oi  the  assailants,  with  good  effect ;  partic- 
ularly at  every  attempt  by  the  enemy  to  reinforce  the  works  from 
without. 

Pillow's  approach  on  the  wesL,  lay  through  a  grove  filled  with 
sharp-shooters,  who  were  speedily  dislodged ;  when,  being  up  with 
the  front  of  the  attack,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  rocky  acclivity,  the 
gallant  General  was  struck  wounded  to  the  ground.  The  com- 
mand now  devolved  on  Cadwalader.  The  broken  acclivity  was 
still  to  be  ascended,  and  a  strong  redoubt,  midway,  to  be  carried? 
before  attaining  the  castle  on  the  heights.    The  advance  of  our 
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unwaveringy  over  rocks,  chasms  and  mines,  and  under  the  hottest 
fire  of  cannon  and  musketry.  The  redoubt  now  yielding,  the 
shouts  that  followed,  announced  to  the  castle  its  impending  fate. 
The  enemy  were  steadily  driven  from  shelter  to  shelter,  the  pur- 
suit allowing  no  time  to  fire  a  single  mine,  without  the  certainty 
of  blowing  up  friend  with  foe.  At  length  the  ditch  and  the  wall 
of  the  main  work  was  reached  ;  the  scaling  ladders  were  planted 
by  the  stormers,  many  of  the  leaders  being  cast  down,  killed  or 
wounded  ,  but  a  lodgment  in  the  body  of  the  work  was  soon  made 
and  secured  by  hundreds  of  gallant  followers ;  all  opposition  was 
overcome ;  and  several  regimental  colors  were  flung  out  from  the 
upper  works,  amid  long-continued  cheers,  which  announced  our 
triumph,  and  sent  dismay  into  the  heart  of  the  capitoL  No  scene 
could  have  been  more  animating  or  glorious. 

Simultaneously  with  this  movement  on  the  west,  Quitman,  sup- 
ported by  Shields  and  Smith,  gallantly  approached  the  southeast 
of  the  same  works,  over  a  causeway  with  cuts  and  batteries,  and 
defended  by  an  army  strongly  posted  outside  of  the  fortifications 
of  the  height,  on  the  east.  These  formidable  obstacles  were  ne- 
cessarily faced  by  the  troops  with  little  shelter  or  space  for  ma- 
noeuvering.  Smith's  brigade  had  been  early  thrown  out  to  make 
a  sweep  to  the  right,  in  order  to  present  a  front  aganist  the  ene- 
my's outside  forces,  and  to  turn  two  intervening  batteries  near  the 
foot  of  Chapultepec ;  and  also  to  support  Quitman's  storming  | 
parties,  both  now  on  the  causeway.  Capt.  Casey  being  early 
wounded,  the  command  of  the  first  devolved  on  Capt.  Paul  of  the 
7th  Infantry  ;  and^  Major  Twiggs  of  the  Marines,  being  killed  at 
the  head  of  the  other,  the  lead  fell  upon  Capt.  Miller  of  the  2d  Pa. 
Volunteers.  Being  united  under  Capt.  Paul,  they  soon  carried 
the  batteries  in  the  road,  with  several  guns  and  many  prisoners, 
and  dispersed  the  enemy  placed  behind  them  in  support.  The 
New  York,  South  Carolina,  and  2nd  Pennsylvania  Volunteers^ 
now  crossing  the  meadow  in  front  from  the  left,  under  a  heavy 
fire,  together  with  the  storming  party^  entered  the  outer  enclosure 
of  Chapultepec  just  in  time  to  join  the  general  assault  from  the  west. 

The  instant  the  height  was  carried,  the  troops  pressed  on  to 


occupy  the  capitoI.  There  are  two  routes  thither  from  the  point 
now  gained.  The  one  on  the  route  entering  the  Belen  gate,  and 
the  other  obliquing  to  the  left,  passing  into  the  city  through  the 
San  Cosme  superb  and  gate.  Each  of  these  is  an  elevated  cause- 
way, presenting  a  double  roadway  on  the  sides  of  the  aqueduct, 
of  strong  and  high  masonry,  resting  upon  open  arches  and  high 
pillars. — The  sideways  on  both  aqueducts  are  defended  by  many 
strong  breastworks  at,  and  in  front  of  the  gates. 

Worth  and  Quitman  were  prompt  in  pursuing  the  retreating  en- 
emy, the  former  by  the  San  Cosme  acqueduct,  and  the  latter  by 
that  of  fielen«  Being  reinforced  during  the  day,  both  the  officers 
effected  a  lodgment ;.  Worth  by  8  o'clock  P.  M.  was  in  the  San 
Cosme  suburb,  in  close  vicinity  to  the  great  square  of  the  city,  with 
only  the  defences  of  the  gate  intervening ;  there,  by  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  he  posted  guards  and  placed  his  command 
under  shelter  for  the  night.  The  intention  was,  in  the  morning, 
to  attack  the  gate  and  carry  the  city,  by  this  the  safest  and  most 
practicable  entrance. 

But  Quitman's  attack  on  the  Belen  gate,  which,  owing  to  the 
greaterstrengthof  that  defence  and  on  the  citadel  just  within  it,  was 
intended  as  a  feint,  became,  by  the  impetuosity  of  that  officer  and 
his  supporters.  Shield  and  Smith,  converted  into  a  real  assault. — 
Continuing  to  press  forward  over  all  obstacles,  this  gallant  body 
of  troops,  first  carried  an  intermediate  body  of  two  guns,  and 
then  the  Belen  gate  itself ;  and  had  entered  the  city  belore  2 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  This  unlooked  for  success,  however,  was 
not  achieved  without  severe  loss,  many  brave  officers  and  meajiav. 
ingfallen,  among  whom  was  Capt.  Drum,  a  most  valuable  officer. 

Quitman,  now  within  the  city,  added  several  new  defences  to 
the  position  he  had  won,  and  sheltered  his  troops  during  the  night, 
as  well  as  practicable,  under  the  very  guns  of  the  Citadel,  ready 
to  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning. 

But  no  further  attack  was  required.  At  4  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
the  14th,  a  deputation  ofthe  Ayuntamiento,  or  city  council,  wait- 
ed on  the  American  Oeneral,  and  informed  him  that  the  whole  Go- 
vernment and  army  of  Mexico  had  fled  the  preceding  night.  Du- 
ring the  day,  the  city  was  surrounded  at  discretion,  and  Gen. 


Quitman  proceeding  to  the  Plaza^  hoisted  the  United  States  col- 
ors on  the  National  Palace,  Worth  being  ordered  to  halt  at  the 
Alameda,  For  twenty -four  hours  after  the  entry  of  the  American 
troops,  they  were  occasionally  fired  on  from  windows  and  house* 
tops,  by  some  liberated  convicts  and  disbanded  soldiers ;  but  prompt 
measures  being  adopted,  this  annoyance  soon  ceased. 

The  Mexican  loss  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th,  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  very  severe ;  his  whole  force  of  20,000  was  dis- 
banded and  broken  up,  and  all  his  guns  and  stores  taken. 

The  American  loss  was  also  large  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  effective  men  (7,180)  engaged ;  the  killed  being  10  officers  and 
120  men  ;  and  the  wounded,  68  officers  and  636  men ;  29  were 
missing. 

After  the  fall  of  the  capitol,  few  events  of  military  interest 
occurred.  The  small  garrison  of  Puebla  sustained  and  repelled  a 
close  and  continued  siege  of  25  days,  against  8,000  Mexicans, 
under  Santa  Anna.  In  this  siege,  Lieut.  Col.  Black  of  the  Ist  Pa. 
volnnteers  greatly  distinguished  himself.  Gen.  Lane  on  the  9th 
of  October,  with  a  small  force,  defeated  the  same  leader  at  the 
head  of  4,000  men  at  Huamantla.  On  the  19th  of  October  he 
also  defeated  Gen.  Rea,  with  a  strong  force  at  Atlixco. 

On  the  2nd  of  Feb.  1848,  a  general  treaty  of  Peace,  friendship, 
limits  and  settlements  was  concluded  at  the  city  of  Gaudaloupe 
Hidalgo,  which  was  subsequently  duly  ratified  by  both  govern- 
ments.    Its  terms  are  well  known  and  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

What  may  be  the  effects  of  the  acquisition  of  this  war  upon  our 
country,  is  now  impossible  to  foretell.  But  in  the  lact  that  m 
acquiring  territory,  we  have  brought  few  unwilling  foreigners 
under  our  flag,  it  will  probably  be  tound  that  a  main  element  of 
mischief  has  been  escaped.  Should  we  ever  conquer  men  as  well 
as  territory  J  our  union  and  peace  may  indeed  be  endangered. 
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PART  VII. 
THE  CALAMITIES  OF  WAR. 


^'From  mortal  eyes  dark  Taponre  snatch  the  sun; 
Fires  flash ;  the  kindrea  elements  rebel ; 
All  heayen  bums  black,  and,  smouldering,  shows  mors  dun 
E'en  than  the  horrible  obscure  of  hell : 
Mid  showers  of  hail,  the  long,  loud  thunders  yell; 
Fields  float;  the  leas  are  drowned ;  not  bouffhs  alone 

Crash  in  the  rushing  blast's  sonorous  swell, 
But  oaks,  rocks,  hills  to  their  foundation-stone. 
Quake  to  the  roaring  storm,  or  in  the  whirlwind  groan. 

Tasso. 

Iv  the  patriot  failst  he  is  pronounced  a  rebel — if  the  tyrant 
succeeds,  he  is  a  hero ;  the  splendour  of  his  achievements 
dazzles  the  world,  and  hides  his  sins — the  victories  alone  are 
contemplated,  while  all  that  long  train  of  miseries,  always 
following  war,  is  soon  buried  in  oolivion. 

We  will  turn  back,  for  a  moment,  to  where  we  see  king- 
doms, empires,  and  republics,  emer^  from  the  clouds  of  an- 
tiquity— ^sail  down  the  stream  of  time,  and  ^ther,  along  its 
bajiks,  a  few  facts  in  confirmation  of  our  position. 

**  Behold  the  ruins  of  the  cities  of  the  Nile,"  said  Arbaces ; 
^  their  greatness  hath  perished — they  sleep  amid  ruins — their 
palaces  and  shrines  are  tombs — the  serpent  coils  in  the  grass 
of  their  streets — the  lizard  basks  in  their  solitary  halls.'' 
But,  before  these  palaces  and  shrines  became  tombs — before 
the  serpent  coiled  m  the  erass  of  their  streets,  and  the  lizard 
basked  in  their  solitary  halls,  see  where  the  hostile  armies 
approach ;  mark  the  tumult  and  confusion  of  the  men,  the 
shrieking,  wailing  and  lamentations  of  women  and  children ; 
witness  the  horrors  of  battle— turn  your  eyes  to  the  gushing 
streams  of  blood — ^hark !  the  groans  of  the  dyinff— look  upon 
the  sublime,  yet  terrific  sight,  of  the  flames  rolling  over  the 
^cities  like  the  billows  of  an  ocean  of  fire;  and  where,  iatts 
wake,  dark  ruin  stalks  in  all  its  hideousness. 
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The  Grecian  States,  once  so  renowned  for  their  arts,  arms, 
poetry,  and  philosophy,  while  an  admiring  world  was  eazing 
on  them  in  astonishment,  began  to  shed  the  iife-blood  of  each 
other,  and  fell  prostrate  into  the  insatiable  hands  of  foreign 
powers.  But  what  terror  and  dismay,  what  struggles,  what 
anguish  of  body  and  of  mind,  were  endured  before  these  tra- 
gic scenes  were  enacted;  4)9for9  her  numerous  colonies  were 
subdued ;  before  her  powerful  fleet  was  overcome ;  before  her 
ample  fortifications  were  battered  down ;  before  her  splendid 
edifices  weie  defiM^ed— destteyed;  before  her  magpifeent 
tenpks  fell,  to  beeome  immortal  in  their  nrins;  before  her 
exquisite  statues  lay  in  time-honoured  fragments ;  what  ter- 
rible commotions  were  felt  throughout  the  land !  Could  we 
now  hear  all  the  tumultuous  uproar  of  those  battles;  could 
we  now  see  all  the  blood ;  ooulj  we  now  hear  all  ithe  groans 
and  sbriebi ;  ooidd  we  now  feel  the  pains  and  terrors  occa- 
sioned by  all  this  ruin  and  desolation,  now  strongly  would  we 
support  that  harmony  which  the  present  age  is  beginning  to 
teach  I 

Carthage,  the  oooHii^«iai  emporium  of  the  world — the 
abode  of  the  wealth  of  nations— eupports  a  siege  untit  famine 
and  desMir  rage  throoffhout  the  city.  Now  the  flames  rise 
in  awful  sublimity  to  w  ekj — soil  like  burning  anoontoins 
over  the  ckjr,  sink  Mi  a  sea  of  fire,  from  which  dnk  ruin  rises 
to  unfurl  his  flag  in  triumfih.  But  before  the  Carthacinians 
leave  their  homes,  and  the  homes  of  their  fathans,  ^at  la- 
mentations, and  shrieks,  and  bowlings,  are  heard !  Tbundor* 
struck  with  the  dreadful  neeessity,  thejr  roll  in  the  dust,  they 
rend  their  clothes,  they  veat  tkeir  gnef  in  deep  sighs  and 
groans — impIoEe  for  merey-H»iU  down  upon  their  enemies  the 
wrath  of  the  avenging  gods,  but  ail  witnout  efect 

Go  to  the  coast  of  Africa  now,  and  ask,  with  stentorian 
voice,  where  are  the  mtn^  of  Carthage ;  and  echo  will  answer, 
'^  where?*'  Ask  the  histcHriaas  of  the  Punic  wars  the  cause  of 
this  direful  calamity,  and  they  will  tell  you :  **  Behdd  the  ter- 
rors and  awful  calamities  of  fiendish  wars." 

From  a  few  cottages  6n  the  Tiber,  Rome  increased  in  power 
and  splendour— a  kingdom — a  republic — an  empire.  Her 
bloody  hands  grasped  and  held  a  world  in  subjection.  The 
wealth  of  plundered  nations  flowed  into  her  treasury ;  and 
while  the  ill-«otten  treasures  increased  her  magnificence,  it 
also  increased  the  hatred  of  her  enemies,  and  the  discord 
among  her  own  people.  Honour,  principle,  and  every  tie  that 
adoms  the  human  heart,  were  often  sacrificed  in  the  struggle 
for  power.    By  manifesting  her  want  of  sympathy  for  others. 
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acknowled||<«i  ker  ittter  wortbleBsneM  of  receiTing  any  , 
,  after  rolling  over  the  ^orld  her  desolating  ivars,  the 


she 

and; 

world  at  length  rolled  them  back  a£ain.N  The  barbarians  of 

the  north  pour  in  with  an  in-eaittiUe  power  and  overwhelm 

the  western  empire.    The  disciples  of  Mahomet  burst  like  an 

oeew  OB  Ihe  eastern  BesMm  eropirttt  efvnepmg  away  every 

obstacle  placed  in  their  way»  and  nde  tricBvpbant. 

Rome  originttled  i»  discord,  intrcmed  m  dssoordy  attiined 
to  her  ImmM  of  glonr  in  discevd^  and  Ml  in  AMSOfd. 

Bail  before  thai  mighty  dity  was  bniH,  what  tiven  ef  hiMd 
trere  made  t»  flaw  to  obtain  the  means;  beliMPe  a  world  was 
cQfU|aiared  and  fdandercd^  wkat  dreaitful  groaaa,  and  wailii]^ 
and  lamaatatioM  wwe  heard  throaghovt  that  W(nrld  I  Belbre 
every  principle  of  honour,  and  every  tie  of  the  humui  heart,  I 
waa  saerifiead,  in  her  struggle  for  power,  what  fierce  passion  I 
created  a  Ml  within  the  Marl ;  before  her  tide  of  desolation  I 
flmmd  ofver  a  world,  to  M  upon  herself  a^in,  how  many 
milUcns  of  men  were  overwhelmed  in  the  rtimous  tide !  how 
imm  thousand  cities,  the  labour  of  ceriUrries,  wefe  reduced 
to  sfaapeiesa  masses  of  niinaf  by  the  torch  of  the  despoiler ! 
How  many  millioH  of  widowed  rootheni,  diseofiBolftle  datigh* 
ters  and  sisters,  were  distracted  by  the  loss  of  their  natwal 
protectCMTs,  and  by  the  inAgmtiea  oftred  by  a  rude,  heartless 
ajpd  mercenary  soldiery  I 

**  Oh,  Rome !  my  country  i  city  of  the  soul ! 
The  oiphans  of  the  heart  m^st  turn  to  thee, 
L«ne  mother  of  dead  empires !  and  control, 
In  their  shut  hreasts,  their  pi^y  misery. 
What  are  out  woes  and  sweranee?    Come  aad  tee 
The  cypress,  hear  the  owl,  and  plod  youv  way 

0*er  steps  of  broken  thrones  and  temples,  ye. 
Whose  agonies  are  evils  of  a  day — 
A  world  is  at  out  feet  as  fragile  as  our  clay. 

The  Niobe  of  nations !  there  she  stands, 

Childless  and  crownless,  in  her  voieelest  woe, 
An  empty  urn  within  her  withered  hands. 

Whose  holy  dust  was  scatter'd  long  ago ; 

The  Sdpios*  tomb  contains  no  ashes  now ; 
The  very  sepulchres  lie  teaanttest 

Of  their  heroic  dwellers :  dost  ihoa  flow, 
Old  Hber!  through  a  marble  wilderness  1 
Rise,  with  thy  yelloMi  waves,  and  mantle  her  distress. 

The  Goth,  the  Christian,  time,  war,  flood,  and  Are, 

Have  dealt  npen  the  seven-hiird  city's  pride ; 
She  saw  her  glories  star  by  star  expire. 

And  up  the  steep  barbarian  monarchs  ride. 
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Whefe  the  ear  climbM  the  capitol ;  far  and  wide 
Temple  and  tower  went  down,  nor  left  a  site. 

Chaoe  of  rains !  who  shall  trace  the  Toid, 
O'er  the  dim  fragments  cast  a  Innar  light, 
And  say,  *•  here  was,  or  is,*  where  all  is  doubly  night 


n» 


Again.  Peter  the  Hermit,  hurrying  firom  court  to  court,  in 
Europe,  and  from  castle  to  castle,  ana  from  city  to  city,  set- 
ting torth  the  importance  of  taking  possession  of  the  holiest 
places,  by  rescuing  them  from  the  hands  of  a  merciless  and 
mfidel  foe,  now  at  Jerusalem.  Hear  him  appeal  to  the  rdijpon 
of  one  sovereign,  to  the  fears  of  another,  and  to  the  spirit  of 
chivabry  of  ttem  all.  See  thousands  devoting  themselves 
blindly  to  the  service  of  God,  as  they  imagined,  by  engaging 
in  the  Crusades.  Now  mark  three  hundred  thousand  meOp 
women  and  children,  marching  on  to  a  foreign  land,  without 
order,  where  they  nearly  all  miserably  perish  by  war,  and  its 
natural  attendants,  under  such  circumstances,  pestilence  and 
famine  I — Such  a  scene  of  horrors  no  lan^age  could  paint-^ 
such  terrors  and  sufierings  no  imagination  can  grasp;  and 
yet  this  was  but  a  small  part  of  the  calanuties  of  the  Cru- 
sades, which  were  attended  with  no  good  results. 

''  'Tis  upnu  all ;  like  tipsy  baeehaosls^ 
The  crowd  to  arms  precipitately  spring; 
And  now  are  heard  fierce  cries,  seditions  <^l8, 

Shields  clash,  hoarse  trumpets  stem  defiance  fling.^ 

The  dread  tocsin  is  sounded,  and  the  infuriated  populace 
of  Paris  rush  through  the  streets  like  fiends.  War  spreads 
its  horrors ;  all  is  terror  and  confusion.  The  blood  of  many 
flows  through  the  streets  of  the  capitol — ^human  heads  are 
carried  in  triumph  through  the  streets  on  bayonets. — Kings 
league  against  the  people  who  would  be  free,  and  desolating 
wars  spread  over  Europe — armies  invade  every  country — 
every  family  feels  the  dreadful  effects  of  war,  and  many 
gloomy  years  pass  away  before  the  kings  of  Europe  succeed 
m  re-establishing  their  divine  right. 

*'  Stop ! — ^For  thy  tread  is  on  an  empire's  dost ! 
An  earthquake's  spoil  is  sepulchred  below ! 
Is  the  spot  marked  with  no  colossal  bust? 
Nor  oolomn  trophied  for  triomphal  show  } 
None ;  but  the  moral's  truth  tells  simpler  so, 
As  the  ground  was  before,  thus  let  it  be  ;— 

How  that  red  rain  hath  made  the  harvest  grow ! 
And  is  this  all  the  world  has  gainM  by  thee, 
Thou  fint  and  last  of  fields!  king-making  victory  t 
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And  Harold  stands  upon  this  place  of  skulls, 

The  grave  of  France,  the  deadly  Waterloo; 
How  in  an  hour  the  power  which  gave  annals 

Its  gifts,  transferrins  fame  as  fleeting  too ! 

In  *  pride  of  place*  here  last  the  eagle  flew, 
Then  tore,  with  bloody  talon,  the  rent  plain. 

Pierced  by  the  shaft  of  banded  nations  tfaroagh ; 
Ambition's  life  and  labours*  all  were  yain ; 
He  wears  the  shatter'd  links  of  the  world's  broken  chain. 

Fit  retributi<m !  Gaul  may  champ  the  bit, 

And  foam  in  fetters ; — ^but  is  wth  mem  free  ! 
Bid  nations  combat  to  make  one  submit; 

Or  league  to  teach  all  kings  true  sovereignty  9 

What  f  shall  reviving  thraldom  again  be 
The  patehM-np  idol  of  enligfaten'd  days? 

Shail  we,  who  stmck  the  Lion  down,  shall  we 
Pay  the  Wolf  homage  ?  proffering  lowly  gase. 
And  servile  knees  to  thrones  ?  No ;  prove  before  ye  praise !" 

After  all  our  search  through  large  libraries  for  information 
— after  all  our  study  and  Ions  reflections  on  the  battles  of  va- 
rious ages  and  countries,  Tve  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  cannot  give  our  readers  so  rich  a  mental  treat,  as  by  lay- 
ing before  them  the  following  miseries  of  war,  by  the  late 
illustrious  Chamiing : 

**  In  detailing  the  miseries  and  crimes  of  war,  there  is  no 
temptation  to  recur  to  unreal  or  exaggerated  horrors.  No 
depth  of  colouring  can  approach  reality.  It  is  lamentable, 
that  we  need  a  delineation  of  the  calamities  of  war,  to  rouse 
us  to  exertion.  The  mere  idea  of  human  beings  employing 
every  power  and  faculty  in  the  work  of  mutual  destruction, 
ouffht  to  send  a  shuddering  through  the  frame.  But,  on  this 
subject,  our  sensibilities  are  dreadfully  sluggish  and  dead. 
Our  ordinary  sympathies  seem  to  forsake  us  when  war  is 
named.  The  sufferings  and  death  of  a  single  fellow  being 
often  excite  a  tender  and  active  compassion ;  but  we  hear, 
without  emotion,  of  thousands  enduring  every  variety  of  woe 
in  war.  A  single  murder  in  peace  thrills  through  our  frames. 
The  countless  murders  of  war  are  heard  as  an  amusing  tale. 
The  execution  of  a  criminal  depresses  the  mind,  and  philan- 
thropy is  labourinff  to  substitute  milder  punishments  for  death. 
But  braevolence  has  hardly  made  an  effort  to  snatch  from 
sudden  and  untimely  death  the  innumerable  victims  immo- 
lated on  the  altar  of  war.  This  insensibility  demands,  that 
the  miseries  and  crimes  of  war  should  be  placed  before  us 
with  minuteness,  with  energy,  with  strong  and  indignant 
feeliw. 

**  The  miseries  of  war  may  be  easily  conceived  from  its 


verv  nature.  By  war,  we  understaiid  tbe  resort  of  natioiMi 
to  force,  violence,  and  the  most  dreaded  methods  of  destruc- 
tion and  devastation.  In  war,  the  strength,  skill,  courase, 
energy,  and  resources  of  a  whole  people,  are  concentrated  for 
the  infliction  of  pain  and  death,  ibe  bowels  of  tbe  earth  are 
explored,  the  most  active  elements  combined,  the  resources  of 
art  and  nature  exhausted,  to  increase  the  power  of  m^  in 
destroying  his  fellow-creatures. 

''  Would  you  learn  what  destructioo  nan,  when  thus  aided, 
can  spread  around  him  ?  Look  then  at  that  extensive  region, 
desolate  and  overspread  with  ruins ;  its  fiH'ests  rent,  as  if 
blasted  by  liehtning ;  its  villages  prostrated,  as  by  an  earth- 
quake; itsfieTdsbarrea,asif  swept  by  storms.  Not  long  a^> 
the  sun  shone  on  no  happier  spot.    But  ravaging  armies 

Kowled  over  it ;  war  frowned  on  it ;  and  its  fruitfulness  and 
ppiness  are  ied  Here  thousands  and  ten  thousands  were 
gathered  from  distant  provinces^  not  to  embrace  as  brellMren, 
but  to  renounce  the  tie  of  brotherhood ;  and  thousands,  in 
the  vigour  of  life,  when  least  prepared  for  death,  were  hewn 
down  and  scattered  like  chaff  beibre  tlie  whirlwind. 

"  Repair,  my  friends,  in  thpuf^t,  lo  a  fMi  of  recent  battle. 
Here  are  heaps  of  slain,  weltering  in  their  own  blood,  their 
bodies  mangled,  their  limbs  shattered,  and  almost  ev«ry  ves- 
tige of  the  buflfian  form  and  countenance  (isBtroyed.  Here 
lue  multitudes  trodden  under  ibol,  and  the  war-horae  bas  left 
the  trace  of  his  hoof  in  many  a  crushed  and  mutilated  frnme. 
Here  are  severer  suflferers ;  they  live^  but  live  wiithoni  hope 
or  consolation.  Juatioe  deapateihes  the  erinunai  witb  a  sio|pe 
stroke ;  hut  the  vietima  of  war,  fitlUng  by  casual,  ondnrected 
bbws,  often  «xpire  in  lingering  agony,  tbsir  deep  groans  nxm- 
in^  no  comfiassiony  their  Umoa  writhing  on  the  aavth  with 
pu^  thair  iip«i  parched  witb  bnminff  thkst,  their  w4NMdn 
open  to  the  chilling  air,  the  mamary  ofbanw  rushinff  on  tlmr 
minds,  but  not  a  voice  of  fcieadnhip  o«  comfort  renching  tbsir 
ecyrs.  Amidst  this  aoene  of  barrara,  you  sne  the  binl  andl 
beast  of  pray  gpr^ng  themselvea  with  tbe  dead  or  djnng,  and 
human  p^uadarera  rifling  the  warm  and  almost  palpitnting 
remains  of  the  slain.  If  you  exteral  your  c^  bnyond  the 
immediate  Md  of  battle,  and  fidlow  the  track  nf  the  usstori* 
ous  aad  pursuing  army^  you  aee  the  reads  strewed  wids  tfas 
dead ;  ys^  ^ae  scat^aved  nock8»  and  iMurvests  tsnmpleil  undsr 
foot,  the  aniiJyAg  n|ii|a  of  cottages,  and  the  masevahla  inba^ 
bit^nts  flying  in  wa«t  and  daspak?;  nnd  even  ynl,  tbeborfona 
of  a  single  battle  are  not  exhausted.  Some  of  the  deapnat 
pmgf^  wbif  h  it  inflicts,  are  silent,  retired,  eodurii^,  to  be  read 
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in  the  widow's  countenanoe,  id  the  unprotected  orphan,  in 
the  aged  parent,  in  afiection  cherishing  the  memory  of  the 
slain,  and  weeping  that  it  could  not  minister  to  their  last 
pangs. 

**  I  have  asked  you  to  traverse,  in  thought,  a  field  of  battle. 
There  is  another  scene  crfilen  presented  in  war,  perhaps  more 
terrible^  I  refer  to  a  besieged  city.  The  most  horrible  pages 
in  history,  are  those  which  record  the  reduction  of  strongly 
fortified  {daces.  In  a  besieged  city,  are  collected  all  descrip- 
tions and  ages  of  mankind,  women,  chfldren,  the  ok),  the  in- 
firm. Day  and  nij^t,  the  weapons  of  death  and  confiuration 
fly  around  them.  They  see  the  approaches  of  the  fee,  the 
tremUing  bulwark,  and  the  fainting  strength  of  their  defend- 
ers. They  are  worn  with  femine,  and  on  femine  presses  pes- 
tilence. At  l^igth  the  assault  is  inade,  eferv  barrier  is  brdcen 
down,  and  a  lawless  soldiery,  exasperated  1^  resistance,  and 
burning  with  lust  and  cruelty,  are  scattered  through  the 
streets.  The  domestic  retreat  is  violated ;  and  even  the  house 
of  God  is  no  longer  a  sanctuary.  Venerable  age  is  no  pro- 
tection, female  purity  no  defence.  Is  woman  spared  amidst 
the  slaughter  of  fether,  brother,  husband,  and  son  ? — she  is 
spared  for  a  fate,  which  makes  death,  in  comparison,  a  merci- 
ful doom.  With  such  heart-rending  scenes,  history  abounds ; 
and  what  better  fi*uits  can  you  expect  firom  war  ? 

**  These  views  are  the  most  obvious  and  striking  which  vrar 
presents.  There  are  mote  secret  hifluenoes,  i^>pealing  less 
peweorfdly  to  the  senses  and  imi^nation,  but  deeply  aMcting 
to  a  refleotif^  and  benevolent  mmd. — Consider,  first,  the  con- 
dition of  thcMe  vsho  are  immediately  engaged  in  war.  The 
sulerings  of  soldiers  fiY>m  battle  vire  have  seen ;  but  their  suf* 
ferings  are  not  limited  to  the  period  of  conflict.  The  whole 
of  war  is  a  succession  of  exposures  too  severe  for  human  na- 
ture. Death  employs  other  vreapons  than  the  sword.  It  is 
computed  that,  in  ordinary  wars,  areater  numbers  perish  by 
sickness  than  in  battle.  Exhausted  oy  long  and  rapid  marches, 
by  unwholesome  food,  by  exposure  to  storms,  by  excessive 
labour  under  a  burning  sky  through  the  day,  and  by  inter- 
mpled  and  restless  slem  on  the  damp  ground  and  in  the  chill- 
ing atmosphere  of  niffht,  thousands  after  thousands  of  the 
younff  pine  avi^y  and  die.  They  anticipated  that  they  should 
fall,  if  to  fell  should  be  thehr  lot,  in  what  they  called  the  field 
of  honour ;  but  they  perish  in  the  ingbrious  and  crowded 
hospital,  surrounded  with  si|^ts  and  sounds  of  woe,  &r  Areas 
home  and  every  firiead,  and  denied  those  tender  oflkes  whiek 
sMMmess  and  expiring  nature  require. 
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"  Consider,  next,  the  influence  of  war  on  the  character  of 
those  \eho  make  it  their  trade.  They  let  themselves  for 
slaughter,  place  themselves  instmments,  passive  machines,  in 
the  hands  of  ralers,  to  execate  the  bloodiest  mandates,  with- 
out a  thought  on  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  ttey  are 
engaged.  iVhat  a  school  is  this  for  the  human  character ! 
From  men  trained  in  battle  to  ferocity,  accustomed  to  the 
perpetration  of  cruel  deeds,  accustomed  to  take  human  life 
witnout  sorrow  or  remorse,  habituated  to  esteem  an  unthiak* 
log  courage  a  substitute  for  every  virtue,  encouraged  by 
plunder  to  prodigality,  tau^t  improvidence  by  perpetuu 
hazard  and  exposure,  restrained  only  by  an  iron  discipline, 
which  is  withdrawn  in  peace,  unfitted  by  the  restless  and  ir- 
regular career  of  war  for  the  calm  and  uniform  pursuits  of 
ordinary  life ;  from  such  men,  what  ought  to  be  expected  but 
contempt  of  human  rights  and  of  the  laws  of  God?  From 
the  nature  of  his  callinff,  the  soldier  is  almost  driven  to  sport 
with  the  thought  of  <feath,  to  defy  and  deride  it,  and,  of 
course,  to  banisl^the  thought  of  that  retribution  to  which  it 
leads ;  and  though  of  all  men  the  most  exposed  to  sudden 
death,  he  is  too  often  of  all  men  most  unprepared  to  appear 
before  his  Judge. 

**  The  influence  of  war  on  the  community  at  large,  <hi  its 
prosperity,  its  morals,  and  its  political  instituti<His,  thou^ 
less  strikmg  than  on  the  soldiery,  is  jret  baleful.  How  often 
is  a  community  impoverished  to  sustain  a  war  in  which  it  has 
no  interest  1  Public  burdens  are  aggravated,  whilst  the  means 
of  sustainingthem  are  reduced.  Internal  improvements  are 
neglected.  The  revenue  of  the  state  is  exhausted  in  military 
establishments,  or  flows  through  secret  channels  into  the  cof- 
fers of  corrupt  men,  whom  war  exalts  to  power  and  ofllioe. 
The  regular  employments  of  peace  are  disturbed.  Industry 
in  many  of  its  branches  is  suspended.  The  labourer,  ground 
with  want,  and  driven  to  despair  by  the  clamour  of  his  suf- 
fering family,  becomes  a  soldier  in  a  cause  whidi  he  con- 
demns, and  thus  the  country  is  drained  of  its  most  eflSective 
population.  The  people  are  stripped  and  reduced,  whilst  the 
authors  of  war  retrench  not  a  comfort,  and  often  fetten  on 
the  spoils  and  woes  of  their  country. 

**  The  influence  of  war  on  the  morals  of  society  is  also  to 
be  deprecated.  The  suspension  of  industry  multiplies  want ; 
and  criminal  modes  of  subsistence  are  the  resource  of  much 
'  suffering.  Commerce,  shackled  and  endangered,  loses  its  up- 
right and  honourable  character,  and  becomes  a  system  of  stra- 
t^^em  and  coUusioQ.    In  war,  the  moral  sentiments  of  a  com* 
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munity  are  perverted  by  the  admiration  of  military  exploits. 
The  milder  virtues  of  Christianity  are  eclipsed  by  the  baleful 
lustre  thrown  round  a  ferocious  courage.  The  disinterested, 
the  benignant,  the  merciful,  the  forgiving,  those  whom  Jesus 
has  pronounced  blessed  and  honourable,  must  eive  place  to 
the  hero,  whose  character  is  stained  not  only  with  blood,  but 
sometimes  with  the  foulest  vices,  but  all  whose  stains  are 
virashed  away  by  victory.  War  especially  injures  the  moral 
feelings  of  a  people,  by  makim;  human  nature  cheap  in  their 
estimation,  and  human  life  of  as  little  worth  as  that  of  an 
insect  or  a  brute. 

**  War  diffuses  through  a  community  unfiriendly  and  malig- 
nant passions.  Nations,  exasperated  by  mutual  injuries,  bum 
(or  each  other's  humiliation  and  ruin.  They  delight  to  hear 
that  famine,  pestilence,  want,  defeat,  and  the  most  dreadful 
scourges  which  Providence  sends  on  a  guilty  world,  are  deso- 
lating a  hostile  community.  The  slaughter  of  thousands  of 
fellow-beings,  instead  of  awaking  pity,  flushes  them  with  de- 
lirious joy,  illuminates  the  city,  and  dissolves  the  whole 
country  in  revelry  and  riot.  Thus  the  heart  of  man  is  hard- 
ened. His  worst  passions  are  nourished.  He  renounces  the 
bonds  and  sympathies  of  humanity.  Were  the  prayers,  or 
rather  the  curses,  of  vrarring  nations  prevalent  in  heaven,  the 
whole  earth  would  long  since  have  become  a  desert.  The 
human  race,  with  all  tl^ir  labours  and  improvements,  would 
have  perished  under  the  sentence  of  universal  extermination. 

**  But  war  not  only  assails  the  prosperity  and  morals  of  a 
community ;  its  influence  on  the  political  condition  is  threat- 
ening. It  arms  government  with  a  dangerous  patronase,  mul- 
tiplies dependants  and  instruments  of  oppression,  and  gene- 
rates a  power,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the  energetic  and  aspir- 
ing, endangers  a  free  constitution.  War  organizes  a  body  of 
men,  who  lose  the  feelings  of  the  citizen  in  tl^  soldier ;  whose 
habits  detach  them  from  the  community ;  whose  ruling  pas- 
sion is  devotion  to  a  chief;  who  are  inured,  in  the  camp,  to 
despotic  sway ;  who  are  accustomed  to  accomplish  their  ends 
by  force,  and  to  sport  with  the  rights  and  happiness  of  their 
fellow-beings ;  who  delight  in  tumult,  adventure,  and  peril ; 
and  turn  with  disgust  and  scorn  from  the  quiet  labours  of 
peace.  Is  it  wonderful,  that  such  protectors  of  a  state  should 
look  with  contempt  on  the  weakness  of  the  fNrotected,  and 
should  lend  themselves  base  instruments  to  the  subversion  of 
that  freedom  which  they  do  not  themselves  enjoy  7  In  a  com- 
munity, in  which  precedence  is  given  to  the  military  profes- 
sion,  freedom  cannot  long  endure.    The  encroachments  <^ 
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power  at  home  are  expialed  by  foreign  itimEOfim^  Tke  mmk 
tial  interestt  and  rights  of  the  state  are  saorifioed  to  a  fake 
and  fiutal  glory.  Its  inteUtgeooe  and  vi^MUy  inatead  of  pte- 
tenting  a  bulwark  to  domestic  utarpationy  are  expended  in 
military  aehieTenenls.  Its  most  active  and  aspiring  citiseas 
mrfi  to  the  army,  and  beeooEMiaQbserrwnl  to  the  power  wfaid 
dispeaaea  hononr.  The  nation  id  ▼iciorious,  bat  the  reeom* 
penae  of  ita  totts  is  a  yoke  as  galling  as  that  whioh  it  imposes 
en  other  oommitnities. 

**  ThiiS)  war  is  to  be  ranhed  among  the  most  dreadfiil  cala- 
mities which  fall  on  a  guilty  world ;  and»  what  deserves  con- 
ridoration,  it  tends  to  multiply  and  perpetuate  itself  without 
end.  It  feeds  and  grows  on  the  blood  which  it  sheds.  The 
passions,  from  which  it  springs,  gain  strength  and  fury  from 
tndidgence.  The  sneeesinil  nation,  flashed  by  vidory,  pants 
for  new  lanrels ;  whilst  the  humbled  nation,  irritated  hf  de- 
feat, is  inqiatient  to  redeem  its  honour  and  rq»air  ita  losses. 
Peace  beoomes  a  truce,  a  feverish  repose,  a  respite  to  sharpen 
anew  the  sword,  and  to  prepare  for  future  struggles.  Under 
profossions  of  friendship,  lurk  ha^^  and  distrust ;  and  a 
spark  suffices  to  renew  the  migbty  conflagration.  When  from 
taeae  causes,  large  military  eataUishmttnts  aie  finrmed,  and  a 
niilitm^  spirit  kindled,  war  besoaMS  a  necessary  part  of  poiiey. 
A  foreign  field  must  be  found  for  the  energies  and  passions  of 
a  DEMTtid  people.  To  disband  a  numerous  and  veteran  soi- 
Aery,  would  be  to  let  loese  a  dangerous  horde  on  society. 
The  bloodhounds  must  be  mht  forth  on  other  communities, 
lest  they  rend  the  besom  of  their  own  country.  Thus  war 
extends  and  multiplies  itself.  No  sooner  is  one  storm  scat- 
tered, than  the  sky  is  darkened  with  the  gathering  horrors  of 
another.  Accordingly,  war  has  been  the  mournful  legacy  of 
every"  generatioa  to  that  which  succeeds  it.  Ertry  age  has 
had  Its  conflicts;  every  country  has  in  turn  been  the  seat  of 
devastation  and  slaughter.  The  dearest  interests  and  ri^ts 
of  every  nation  have  been  again  and  again  committed  to  the 
hasards  of  a  game,  of  all  others  the  roost  uncertain,  and  in 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  success  too  often  attends  on  the 
fiercest  courage  and  the  basest  fraud. 

"  Such»  my  friends,  is  an  unexaggehited,  and  I  wiH  add,  a 
(hint  delineation  of  the  miseries  of  war ;  and  to  all  these  mise- 
ries and  erimes  the  human  race  have  been  coiftitiually  exposed, 
for  no  worthier  cause,  than  to  enlarge  an  empire  idready  tot- 
tering under  its  unwieldy  weight,  to  extend  an  iron  despotism, 
to  Mpport  some  idle  pretension,  to  rep^I  some  unreal  or  exag- 
gerated injury.   For  no  w<H*thier  cause,  human  blood  has  been 
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Gared  out  as  water,  and  millions  of  rational  and  immortal 
ings  have  been  driven  like  sheep  to  the  field  of  slaaghter/' 

"  Wreathe  the  laurel- 
Fill  the  cap,  the  bannen  wave ! 
Championa  oif  a  kingdom'a  quairel 

Wait  the  honoun  due  the  brave. 
Give  rich  gifta— a  robe  of  honour, 

Power  and  plaee  to  him  who  led— 
For  a  nation  la  the  donor— 

Feed  him  with  ita  orphana'  bread! 
Strew  the  atreets  with  fiigraat  b]oaaoai% 

Through  them  drag  the  hero'a  car; 
Late  he  trod  o*er  bleeding  boaoma, 

On  the  crimaon*d  phdna  of  war. 
Ye  whoee  children,  tathera,  brothera, 

Pave  hie  fields,  be  ve  ita  ateeda; 
Widow' d  wivea  and  enikUeaa  mothen, 

Shout  ye  aa  the  chariot  apeeda! 

Let  each  lip  be  curved  with  plaaanro— 

Let  each  eye  beam  bright  with  glee : 
What  are  tears,  and  blood,  and  treaaora. 

Poised  againat  a  victory  f 
When  a  nation'a  ear,  astounded. 

With  triumphant  pvana  ringa. 
What  are  thooaanda  kill'd  and  woaiidadf 

Men  were  made  to  die  for  kii^ga! 
What  though  fielda,  late  rich  wtth  culture, 

Are  by  war'a  sirocco  scathed  t 
What  though  carrion-seeking  vulture 

In  a  sea  of  gore  hath  bathed  T 
Blot  such  trifles  from  the  story 

Of  renown  ao  nobly  gain'd ; 
Still  mast  bud  the  tree  of  gloiy. 

Though  ita  roota  with  blood  be  ataia'd! 

Build  a  temple  to  Ambition, 

Base  it  on  an  empire'a  wrack ; 
Ye  who  bow  in  meek  submianoo 

At  a  sceptred  despot's  beck. 
Search  earth's  bosom  ibr  the  alaoghter'd. 

And  with  bonea  that  there  lia  bid 
Of  the  millions  it  has  martyr'd, 

Pile  the  ffhaatly  pyramid! 
From  the  oaya  when  Northern  Alrie 

On  the  Roman  eagles  trod 
To  the  era    more  chivalric— 

Of  the  Gallic  Demigod- 
Could  the  harveat  of  "the  aleepers' 

From  Death'a  sarner  be  restored, 
We  ahould  find  ma  mightieat  reapera 

Were  the  battle-aze  and  sword  i 


But  the  victors !— they  whose  j 

Mads  the  world  a  type  of  hell. 
Was  it  theira  in  peace  and  gladniBas, 

Mid  the  wreck  they  made,  to  dwell  t 
Aak  the  walla  where  Sweden'a  monateh 

Moum'd  Puitowa'a  overthrow ; 
Ask  the  rock  of  Gallia's  Anaieh; 

Hark !  their  echoes  thunder—'  No !' 
Conquest's  sword  is  only  glorious 

Wiien  the  bkwd  vrith  vi^ich  it  sti 
(Ransom  of  a  land  victorioua) 

Nature'a  chsrter'd  right  redeems." 
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